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Searching for the Imputed Existence of 

Interdisciplinary, Emergent-Hybrid, Social-Fields 

Able to Define the Advent of the Contemporary Era..?

0. Preamble to the Following Presentation

In the last section of the book titled On the Nature of the Radical,
 I proposed the possibility of emergent-hybrid social-fields capable of re-defining both Modern and Postmodern attitudes, and, in the process, would define the advent and, thereafter, the continuation of the Contemporary era (as a contemporary post-Post-Modern epoch). As a first candidate, as an emergent-hybrid, in the innovation of an interdisciplinary social-field between two (or more) co-equal aspects, I took John D. Caputo’s injunction that a ‘radical theology’ is a ‘radical-secularism’ somewhat literally. Such an idea, as an emergent hybrid, was borrowed from François Laruelle’s book titled Photo-Fiction, where he envisaged a new discipline through a non-reductive form of hybridization between aesthetics (as a philosophy of aesthetics) and photography. Now, I reasoned, that if one hybrid could be contemplated, why not a plethora of such formats? But, did such hybrid disciplines actually exist on our cultural-intercultural landscape and, if so, were they resonant enough, in cultural-intercultural terms, to establish such influential innovations beyond the mere sphere of their hypothetical imputation in a form that could substantially define the overall contours of this Contemporary era? (0)

The innovation here is that, rather than have operations where one party controls the character, i.e., ordered status, of the operation,
 we have parties in an emergent conjoint state of hybridization that cannot be reduced to the characteristic province of any one of those parties. Treated as social-fields we are presented by new and novel disciplines no longer beholden to inter-party operations but, rather, to such novel fields of inter-disciplinary hybridization. (1)

Hence this complex contention, namely, the existence of such novel, interdisciplinary social-fields that are emergent, non-reductive, resonant, and, therein and thereafter, capable of both defining and re-defining the contours of the Contemporary era. (2)


The parties able to be hybridized were listed in the following proposition:

3. Emergent-hybrids, as social-field, arising through the cojoining

of ordered phenomena,
 genres, and social orders (Organizations).
 (3)
1. Potential Candidates?


The following form a non-exhaustive list that could possibly be established as either actual candidates or potentially possible candidates at some time in the future:

1. Theological-secularity/secular-theologicalization that in invoking a broader sense of the religious could also be referred to as a ‘secular-sacralization/sacred-secularity’.
 

2. The short-lived phenomenon of the so-called ‘internet café’.
3. The military innovation of drone warfare as hybridizing the traditional divisions of army, air-force, and navy.

4. A categorical+science/scientific+categoralization arising through the amalgamation of the inter-ordered phenomena of a categorical metaphysics (12) and sciences (52).

5. The possibilities of a philosophical+history/historical+philosophy (incorporating the suitable citation of relevantly ordered, inter-ordered, and extra-ordered phenomena, etc., in the form of an ongoing series of parallel commentaries)?
6. The ongoing thematization of the political+economic/economic+power through the merger of political power (32) and the political-economic consequences of the same (42).

7. A non-existential-existential ethics that highlights and hybridizes the contractual-compactual dimensions (rather than a separation of their basis, respectively, in the pragmatical (41) and the deontological (31) spheres of influence)?
8. A legislated or semi-formal partnership between the medical world and food industries in order to oversee food safety, both proactive and reactive compliance, the re-formation of healthier products, better labelling, oversight in regard to new synthetic-food products fit for purpose arising from precision fermentation, etc?
9. The potential for a further hybridization between traditional-media and social-media?
10. A phenomenological-semantics that articulates the relevant rules for identification and transformation between pre-essential essentials (11) and integrated essentials (21) (as utilized in forms of large language learning models and complex world modelling, etc.).
11. The implicated hybridization between psychological and sociological observations and concepts, etc., as in the second inter-ordered order (22).
12. The formulation and refinement of a more consistent set of rules overseeing joint Academic and Business World interactions (and, thereafter, a possible returning of universities to their core pursuits of teaching, research, community engagement, cultural direction and re-direction, etc.).
13. Taxis – Uber – Taxi Cooperatives, etc.

14. The transition from phones to mobile phones (cell-phones).
15. The hybridization between AI and videos/movies. (4)


That, in the exploration of such potentially possible social-fields, be they actualized or able to be actualized, let me explore their provisionally accepted reality in order to note their interdisciplinary hybridization, emergence, novelty, cultural resonance and impact on the constitution and re-constitution of this imputation of a post-Postmodern, Contemporary era. (5)
1. Theological-secularity/secular-theologicalization that in invoking a broader sense of the religious could also be referred to as a ‘secular-sacralization/sacred-secularity’.

As noted, the taking of the injunction by John D. Caputo ‘that a radical theology is a radical secularism’ somewhat finds its fulfillment in a more literal form when more formally constructed as an interdisciplinary hybrid. Arguably, or, more evidentially, in an acceptance of the understanding that all forms of experience, be they either secular or religious in orientation, must take place within the world, in this world at large, i.e., as by necessity possessing secular credentials (in the form of disciplinary non-differentials). Should the locus of such experiences be read as either transcendent and/or immanent the same observation follows given that even these re-ascribed experiences would still be experienced within the secularity of this world at large. In theological or spiritual terms, the ‘origin’ might be located elsewhere, still, they must primarily find their experience, and our communication of the same, within the auspices of the secular. Because no living person who experiences any form of experience, and trans-intentionally appreciates and intentionally communicates the same, is disembodied! Neither are they dis-embedded completely from the existence of others nor are they dis-embanked from the surface of this planet Earth (unless behaving, temporally, as an astronaut, or similar)! (6)

As explored and explained elsewhere, all disciplines, regardless of their ordered status, exhibit a disciplinary economy and where the non-differential is decidedly in existence in order to establish a viable relationship between that specific discipline, its exponents, beneficiaries, and subjects and the rest of lived-experience within the orbit of the overall life-world. (7)

Where meta-differentials address those patterns of behaviour that generally fall within the orbit of that discipline despite the differentials that distinctly characterize the working-philosophy of that discipline in question. (8)


Applying an economic scheme of passive (generality), active (particularity), and an engaged specificity we might also surmise that specificity can only be located in the definitive contours of the secular world, i.e., this ‘overall world at large’. In order to explore this aspect of engagement, as the effective cornerstone, we might note the role to be played by the engaged specificity of lived-experience in its articulation of any viable form of exposition. Elsewhere I have suggested that this existentially-pragmatic re-orientation towards the relational could be better orchestrated and enhanced by invoking practices that involve attitudes pertaining to an Inter-Faith, Open-Faith, and an Engaged-Faith patterns of disposition. But, let me explore this type of consideration more towards the end of this essay. (9)
2. The short-lived phenomenon of the so-called ‘internet café’.


Not too long ago, within living memory for those of us who are old enough to remember, café were cafés, buses were buses, work was work, and home was home (and not a place for doing paid work). In this section let me just look at cafés as an exemplar of this phenomenon of the ongoing, daily hybridization of genres of behaviour, etc., that I would argue, marks the advent of the post-Postmodern, Contemporary era. (10)

Go into a café today and most people you see there are either working on their computers or are on their phones either scrolling, emailing, or conducting business in some form or other. Some people might be there just for a relaxing break with a coffee or to meet up with friends to converse… but, even these people, will more than likely not be disconnected from their smart phones (unless they have put them on silent and relegated them to a pocket, hand bag or a backpack). Or, similarly, how many people will you find on a bus going purely for the ride from A to B and not also looking at their phones? (11)

Cafés today are no longer just cafés, but, more a place that offers coffee, food, and a seat to do a variety of things other than merely attending a café. Yes, it is true that once you might have a found a newspaper there, or, you brought a book to read. However, I would contend that this transition was inaugurated by the advent of internet cafés that either offered computers connected to the Internet or advertised some form of a wi-fi connection. Some cafés still offer the latter, but, a resource that most people today no longer need given their omnipresent connections to the Internet. (12)

What is the point of this observation, that cafés are no longer just cafés, etc? (13)

That we now find the ubiquitous presence of emergent-hybrids, patterns of behaviour that are no longer just the exercise of a simple traditional genre. E.g., when I go for my daily walk, I often pass people listening to podcasts and admit to often using my time in a similar manner. (14)


Is there statistical evidence for such behavioural hybridization besides mere observations and anecdotes? Not too long ago, people of all ages would, on average, watch television for a certain number of hours per day. Now, especially in a younger demographic, television is often ignored completely and their viewership is replaced by what they find on their phones, streaming services, and similar. Can such behaviours be treated as hybridized? Children might have once gone outdoors to play with other children, but, now the prefer to play video games either together or by meeting online..? (15)

Or, take the socially problematic question of gambling. The reiteration of concerns over the excessive advertising for such a practice now seem to be moot given that potential gamblers no longer have to go to a pub to play the pokies or the TAB to place a bet on the horses, etc. Indeed, both metaphorically and literally, they don’t even need to get out of bed should they have a phone and have registered for an online account that could be located anywhere around the world (in a form of business that is basically unregulated and which would be now very difficult to regulate by any government?). (16)
 3. The military innovation of drone warfare as hybridizing the traditional divisions of army, air-force, and navy.


The Ukrainian government, e.g., now has a military division title ‘Unmanned Systems Forces’
 that involves a hybridization between patterns of behaviour that once would have been under either the Ground Forces, the Air Force, or the Navy.
 (17)

No serious government today should ignore this innovation as this form of hybridization has considerably rewritten the modern rules of warfare, giving to less powerful countries an ability to right the asymmetries of more powerful countries (through the adoption of this innovation of drones along with the use of highly accurate missiles). All large ticket military items, such as planes, tanks, armoured troop carriers, submarines, battleships, aircraft carriers, large military barracks, headquarters, and the like, are all highly vulnerable to this much cheaper form of military projection. (18)

Drones come in many formats and also exhibit hybridization. E.g., there are recent reports that Ukraine is now using high altitude balloons to transport drones; where drones can be used as either a form of surveillance and/or as de facto artillery, etc; where some drones can land and then act as mines or then take off when spotter drones report suitable targets within range such as the landing or take off of nearby planes, or passing trucks, tanks, etc; naval drones acting as missile platforms or as the launching pad for short-range aerial drones, etc., etc. (19)

The ramifications of such innovations are profound and need to be both quickly learnt and suitably taken up by all governments. (20)

E.g., military budgets should be seriously redirected towards these much cheaper forms of armament and away from the much more expensive larger items.
 E.g., the widespread use of drones will also force the institution of changes in military behaviour during period of military conflict. For a start the congregation of military force, of any description, at a certain location, is to promote themselves as a target for interventions by drones. A lesson hard-learnt by both the Russians and Ukrainians during the Russo-Ukrainian War. E.g., the exercise of military force is now a practice that during a period of conflict will be rendered, more often than not, highly transparent given the advent of drones and aerial photography using satellites, the use of social-media along with the use of cameras and videos in mobile phones, etc. (21)


Where drones, e.g., can be seen as a very prominent indicator of relatively novel, emergent, interdisciplinary forms of hybridization with both military and non-military uses. (22)
4. A categorical+science/scientific-categoralization arising through the amalgamation of the inter-ordered phenomena of a categorical metaphysics (12) and sciences (52).


The notable physicist Jacob Barandes has argued for the integration of physics with philosophy given the need for well-argued, logically constructed conjectures well-situated in a context capable of providing definitive forms of evidential ascertainment, etc. Moreover, the very understanding of the categories used by a physicist, or some other scientist, are resonant with a categorical metaphysics, albeit as should now be reconstituted in an anti-representational frame of reference, etc. (23)

In inter-ordered terms that would be as interactive comparisons conducted between a first inter-ordered order of a categorical metaphysics (12) and a physics conducted in the fifth inter-ordered order of the scientific (52).
 (24)

In this instance, rather than working with the operations of either a scientific treatment of metaphysical categories (52.12 = 52) or the metaphysical categorization of physical content (12.52 = 12) we could just as easily argue for an equally conjoint, emergent coupling of both disciplines, i.e., in the hybridized format of a categorical+physics/physical+categorization (12+52/52+12). In such a context, metaphysical-like categories of time and space, identity, transformational processes, causation, energy, fields, etc., could all be co-defined in physical-like terms divided between either, say, a general relativity and/or quantum fields, etc., using mathematical-like conjectures to interrelate such categorically treated items. Defining ‘sciences’ as the ‘reduplication of hermeneutical-possibilities’, i.e., as the ‘possibilities of possibilities’, this topic is already being given a probabilistic framework in line with a quantum reading of physically oriented phenomena. Overlooking such an inherent indeterminism and we then find a reading more in line with a special relativity, etc., and v.v. (25)

What is lacking in a more comprehensive quantum philosophy, to my mind, is a form of modelling that goes further beyond the ‘mere measurement’ and the ensuing ‘collapse’ of the so called ‘wave function’ central to the formulation of a Copenhagen Interpretation. Although I voice this specific criticism, not issued in a representationalistic mode, and meant in a more analogical spirit, this implicated form of emergent hybridizaiton has been very fruitful in this disciplinary field of a ‘theoretical physics’ viewed more as a ‘categorical+physics/physical+categorization’, or as something constituted along very similar lines, albeit as glued together through mathematical equations able to be conformally treated in an evidentially ascertained manner. (26)

Whatever the criticism, theoretical physics has been one of the most successful versions of a scientific discipline although not without some considerable anomalies given an inability to integrate, say, quantum physics with general relativity, and a number of other problematic considerations like dark matter, dark energy, how to integrate the Malacena AdS/CFT duality (invoking anti-de Sitter space) with de Sitter space, etc. (27)
5. The possibilities of a philosophical+history/historical+philosophy (incorporating the suitable citation of relevantly ordered, inter-ordered, and extra-ordered phenomena, etc., in the form of an ongoing series of parallel commentaries.)?


Taking a leaf from the previous example, I would like to explore the possibility of a conjoint philosophical+history/historical+philosophy in which the full gamut of philosophical techniques could be applied, when and where relevant, over the course of an exposition of the historical. Let me consider this possibility in some detail. (28)


Philosophy can be construed as a global discipline comprising a vast array of subdisciplines. Construed through the complex lens of an ordered philosophy, comprising ordered orders, inter-ordered orders (of a metaphysical orientation non-traditionally re-constituted through an anti-representational lens), and extra-ordered orders dealing with various forms of individually and collectively oriented forms of relational competence under the heading of an existential-pragmatics/pragmatic-existentiality, etc. Under such a framework we would find the logics and dialectics of a semantic-phenomenology and its aesthetically integrated treatment of conventionally formulated transformation rules; aesthetics; deontology; pragmatical functions; considerations of possibility and ontically construed factuality; and, metaphysical categories of the categorical; psycho-sociological spectrum; political enactment and the formation of a political-economics; sciences and histories (viewed as histories of the past, present, and future); and, various considerations of relational competence that collectively fall under an existential-pragmatics, etc. (29)
But, despite operations of duplication and reduplication, along with this theoretical possibility of emergent hybridization, all patterns of treatment are automatically subjected to forms of retreatment wherein all formulations are rewritten in terms of an ordered ordering. A critical review necessitating the delineation of a number of metaphorical ‘baskets’ of origination, namely, combinations of the ordered, inter-ordered, extra-ordered, and, the secular under whose heading we can add genres of behaviour, hyper-ordered emergent phenomena, and ‘social organizations’ as ‘social orders’, like e.g., Academia, Business Worlds, the Political Establishment, Legal Fraternities, etc.). (30)

In a similar vein, we can also see a sociological treatment of the topic of a Political-Economic as noting in what manner and to what extent scientific and technological innovations are also reconstituting the lived-fabric of our lived-experiences, etc. (31)

As an inserted series of parallel commentaries, where various philosophical ideas could be introduced as forms of explanation, definition, clarification, etc., that expand upon the primary narrative of the merely historical in ways, hopefully, that successfully amplify the significance of that discourse in question through forms of consilience. (32)

Producing a cogent history that, as well, is not purely confined, impossibly I might add, to the mere exposition of a history of the past alone. Where histories are always conducted also with one eye on the present and another eye on the future, along with a floating sense of historical perspective in which these three times can be viewed at any point over the course of that period of time under such primary consideration. (33)
6. The ongoing thematization of the political+economic/economic+power through the merger of political power (32) and the political-economic consequences of the same (42).


Previously, I have explored the idea of a political-economy as a hyphenated discipline in its own right that cannot be reduced to either a mere politics or a mere economics. In effect, treating the same as an emergent hybrid. Otherwise, an exploration of the phenomenological constitution and ramifications of a neo-liberal ideology, e.g., could not be satisfactory realized. For a start, the controversial topic of excessively large donations influencing political legislation, in the favouring of a neo-liberally oriented landscape, just could not be suitably contemplated. Furthermore, misguided attempts to run the political establishment along the lines of a business could not be suitably exposed, and, v.v., yet, even businesses necessitate political forms of intervention (and hence my division between the distinction of day-by-day ‘managers’ versus the longer horizons that need to be envisaged by ‘executives’).  (34)


As my favourite heuristic device for framing the political-economy, i.e., the political+economy, I usually utilize a 3 x 3 matrix reduplicating theoretical-political, practical-business, a critical-radical stylistics. Under the ensuing nine sectors, various Social Organizations/Social Orders can be placed whilst also understanding a need for overlapping forms of intervention. In effect, treating the political+economy as a complex basis for a plethora of sub-political-economic disciplines that, in turn, can form a plethora of emergent hybrids in their own turn. E.g., the Political-Legislature+Political-Executive forming the political Establishment along with their co-associated business of Political Parties (with the latter in the sector dealing with Business Worlds). Or, e.g., the Legal Fraternities being primarily a business even though judges reside in the sector dealing with the critical execution of executive behaviours (in distinction to the relatively business-like behaviour of solicitors, barristers, lawyers, conveyancers, etc.). (35)

Certain emergent hybrids in this super-field of the political-economic will later be explored in detail. E.g., the complicating of such issues is the socially engineered hybrid between the pragmatical nature of contractually oriented behaviours and the deontological and existential nature of compactually oriented behaviours that are necessarily co-present in their modification of each other.
  (36)


Similarly, e.g., the ideally envisaged contemplation of a working-relationship between the Medical World and the World of Food Industries in a joint overseeing of compliance in standards for food safety, correctly supervising the nutritional description of food products, ensuing the non-distorted dissemination of truthful forms of labelling, etc. (37)

Or, e.g., the rectification of the currently unbalanced relationship in Academia between management and teaching staff that impedes those institutions from actually delivering good quality teaching, doing world-class research, acting as cultural institution for both the critical direction and the radical re-direction of cultural behaviours.
 (38)

7. A non-existential-existential ethics that highlights and hybridizes the contractual-compactual dimensions (rather than a separation of their basis in the pragmatical (41) and the deontological (31) spheres of influence)?


Admittedly, contracts have been documented from the very start of recorded history. So, what might be relatively new here? (39)

The physical evidence of a contract, say, as a handshake or a signed agreement, is a more like the tip of an iceberg. Without an underlying, existentially oriented compactual dimension, no contracts would be entered into. The expectations on both sides, or on all sides of a multi-party agreement, is that that contract will be honoured over the entire course of that agreement. (40)

All of that has been around since the recording of history. What I am suggesting that could be novel here is that this relationship between the contractual and compactual is being ‘highlighted’ in a new light that is more focusing on that relationship itself which must already be hybridized given the necessary interdependence of these two dimensions depending one upon the other, and v.v? (41)

An example I have used elsewhere is the nature of most parks in Australian cities is that they are usually free to enter. But as free as they might be on an individual basis they still need to be maintained and in that regard are collectively paid for, say, through local council rates; or funded by the government, be that state or federal; or perhaps also from donations given by local businesses or more wealthy citizens, and so on. But, as I have noted, the most interesting aspect of this relationship is this overlooked relationship itself which, in some situations, is also a subject of what I have referred to as the ‘contractual colonization of the compactual world’ when such compactual spaces, like parks, etc., are effectively rewritten along more contractual lines. E.g., if a beach with public access were to become a private beach or a beach you now have to pay to use, etc., a practice that would not usually be tolerated in Australia and, I suspect, would be viewed as un-Australian’!?  (42)

In the preparation of a contractual agreement, we expect the observation of a relative equitableness between the parties. Despite the presence of a difference in power relations between the primary contractor/s and the secondary contractee/s, still, today, we have the expectation that conditions spelt out in the contract will not be too onerous and inequitable. Of course, if the agreement is not honoured at some point in time by any one of the parties concerned then certain conditions might be enforced when compliance with that agreement is to be successfully exercised. Under those circumstances the agreement could be forfeited, either voluntarily or involuntarily, or, it might be either rewritten or its conclusion might be accelerated in a manner acceptable to all the parties concerned. (43)

All that accepted, what could be more novel about this contractual-compactual relationship is it being ‘highlighted’, rendered more visible to all the parties concerned, perhaps proposed in a more dynamic form and format. An example that comes to mind is the contemporary phenomenon of crowd funding. Say, a certain party is in need of funds in order to expedite some private or public project, but they don’t have the requisite finance for that, and, people sympathetic to seeing that project succeed all contribute a small amount of money that collectively then enables that project to go ahead. (44)

Of course, the people that contribute to such crowd sourcing would expect that such funds be used for the purposes intended and that they be informed of the progress made, a state of affairs better expedited with the advent of smart phones. (45)


I am reminded here that a certain notorious political candidate in British politics, namely, a certain Count Binface (Jonathan David Harvey) stated he could fund his own candidacy in local elections (by paying the relatively modest fee of about 500GBP but in the race for London Lord Mayor the fee for registration was 10,000GBP. Being a rather large sum, he elected to raise that amount through crowd sourcing which he duly did. On the strength of such a practice, another candidate in a recent byelection prompted by his own unwarranted resignation, has led to him making accusations that it is the establishment that is funding Count Binface’s campaign. But, if a bloke who wears a trash bin on his head is to be viewed as the so-called ‘establishment’ then we must wonder at the current state of British politics (which, in its own way, reinforces the satire being played out through such political theatre). (46)

Another phenomenon that might be viewed as a more dynamic form of a contractual-compactual relationship is that of Uber instituting ‘surge pricing’ in periods of high demand. If, indeed, the stated cost is announced upfront, and all parties agree with the same, then it might be positively viewed as a way for taxi drivers to find a better degree of compensation for their services (and this practice will be looked at more closely later in this essay under item 13 in this current list). (47)

Or, perhaps the institution of dynamic mortgages, loans, and similar. If the future nature of work is going to be possibly more precarious, say short-term contracts or multiple overlapping modules on a similar short-term basis, then loan agreements might take that type of fact into account as to how they are going to be paid over the expected lifetime of that loan? (48)

8. A legislated or semi-formal partnership between the medical world and food industries in order to oversee food safety, both proactive and reactive compliance, the re-formation of healthier products, better labelling, oversight in regard to new synthetic-food products fit for purpose arising from precision fermentation, etc? 

This, admittedly, is more aspirational. However, in the non-contested midst of an epidemic in metabolic disorders it behooves governments, medical bodies, and other related industries, e.g., the growing, preparation, and distribution of food products, etc., to come together to address such ensuing health issues, such as, e.g., diabetes type II, dementia, obesity, strokes and heart attacks, along with a host of other seemingly interconnected adverse conditions. (49)
Prominently central to such concerns are cultural-intercultural shifts in lifestyle that most likely, among other things, implicate matters of diet. (50)

In Australia, compliance with food safety, labelling, nutritional standards, etc., seems to be somewhat inadequate in this age of Neo-Liberal policy settings.
 E.g., numerous podcasts are being disseminated that regularly point out such shortfalls and a governmental response appear to be almost entirely lacking. From a personal perspective, I find my purchases of extra virgin olive oil to be all too often quite problematic. Some olive oils on special seem to pass my taste test – when they should leave a prickly, pepper-like taste to the back of the throat, and, yet other more expensive varieties just as easily fail. From experience, as a rule of thumb, I preference olive oil pressed either in Australia or in a country noted for this type of production as long as there are no imported oils from some other country mentioned on the label as well. But, in reality, you are at the mercy of the labelling and my taste test all too often singles out a poor quality oil that is either too oxidized or adulterated with an oil of a lesser quality. (51)

Another area I find very concerning is that dealing with the artificial creation of foods imitating all manner of foodstuffs like, e.g., dairy, meats, vegetables, eggs, cakes, biscuits, drinks, etc. On such a topic I have read a number of articles saying either we have no problems and that current regulations are satisfactory or that we have, basically, an unregulated Wild West where even more metaphorical corners are cut in the pursuit of an even greater profit. From personal experience I have found artificial sausages where one serving already invoked a quarter of one’s recommended salt intake. As is well-known the addictive qualities of the so-called ‘irresistible triple trifecta’ of salt, sugars, and fats is much beloved by the food industry. What are less well-known are all the other tricks, shortcuts, corners, cost-saving measures, food industry conveniences, etc., adopted by this industry at the overall expense of food quality and issues relating to health. Not too long ago, say, a toffee apple bought in a village fair would not be too problematic, but, when a variety of miscellaneous sugars, e.g., are over-packed into numerous products eaten on a daily basis then this type of proliferation becomes something much more than a mere problem. (52)

Here, I would like to suggest an official or semi-formal board, say, of nine members – three from the medical sphere, three from the food industry, and three from academia or the legal profession or persons of good repute neither beholden to the medical world nor the world of food growing, preparation, and distribution, etc.
 Where problematic issues can be presented and where they can exercise unhindered research and make recommendation to the relevant sections of the government either individually, as a group of individuals, or collectively on the behalf of that committee. (53)

However, these aspirational ideas are only suggestions. Obviously, this general problem of an epidemic in metabolic disorders needs to be seriously addressed. To date, all recommended methods and remedies have not worked! Unfortunately, this epidemic has continued unabated? (54)


As I have noted elsewhere, many social problems occur either within and/or between different social organizations and it is in our best interests to clearly discern how these problematic areas of concern are both formed and how they might be suitably reformed and, therein and thereafter, find successful patterns of resolution… (55)
9. The potential for a further hybridization between traditional-media and social-media?

People have always gossiped, so, in that regard, Social-Media is not something new. On the other hand, Social-Media is a different phenomenon from the nature of Traditional-Media for a number of reasons. Arguably, it is already an emergent hybridization of a variety of factors, a convergence of technologies primarily centered in the form of a smart phone, but, here I am exploring the possible ways these two aspects of contemporary Media are currently able to both interact and could also be envisaged as entertaining a future range of options not yet sufficiently thematized. Let me explain. (56)

Traditional-Media, generally, has been on a downward trajectory for quite some time, certainly within the last twenty years.
 In a stark contrast, Social-Media has been on an upward trajectory with advertising money, subscriptions, etc., following suit. Consequently, with reduced finances, the traditional investigative research done by Traditional-Media has all but collapsed. On the other hand, in what could be described as ‘avid historians of the present’, there is a certain fraternity of people on Social-Media doing research, forming collations of recent histories, and so on, whose presentations could be successfully utilized by a Traditional-Media enacting, in the process, a form of a relationship that could be either profitable and/or beneficial to both parties should Traditional-Media both recognize and cite the mutual value of such inter-party contributions. Traditional-Media would have a different set of connections to those established by Social-Media and some residual finances to support such presentations, albeit now somewhat lacking the money, personal, and time for such traditional investigative research. (57)

In a similar vein, we have the impactful presence of Wikipedia in which a dedicated public have contributed to a public source of knowledge that far exceeds the individual efforts of any previously published encyclopedia, indeed, has now far outstripped the sum total of information disseminated in the hypothetical collection of all previous encyclopedias and their equivalent sources such as dictionaries, directories, concordances, thesauri, and so on. Then, added to this, we have such comprehensive information published in a large number of other languages besides English along with a contemporary ease of e-translation that would totally surprise people only a few decades ago. (58)

Then, in parallel to this, we also have access to enormous collections of scholarly presentations, libraries of podcast and videos, which, along with the use of generative AI, and if overseen successfully, can also transform both Social-Media and Traditional-Media in ways not yet able to be fully envisaged. The suggestion I wish to make here is that, over time, in a possibly augmented series of formats, a hybridization between a residual Traditional-Media and a rampant Social-Media is all but guaranteed? (59)
10. A phenomenological-semantics that articulates the relevant rules for identification and transformation between pre-essential essentials (11) and integrated essentials (21) (as utilized in forms of large language learning models and complex world modelling, etc.).


The articulated hybridization between these two orders, here identified as the first and second orders, is already taking place in the fevered formulations of large language learning models and in the running of complex world models in a race to present AI in a sophisticated form being referred to as Artificial General Intelligence (AGI). (60)

There is a prominent strand in political thinking that likes to adjure an excessive collection of rules in a process called ‘the cutting of red tape’. As a slogan it seems to superficially make sense, and, yet, what is correctly needed is both better sets of rules and the recognition that we can and easily do handle a near infinite plethora of semantic rules as we appropriately traverse the daily demands of ordinary life without too much ado. To this we can add both the rules for the proper conduct of negotiations and the apposite rules of arbitration that enable our expected cooperation with others. In this regard, much of our shared sense of a world at large is already mapped out for us and this enormous cultural-intercultural proliferation of rules and regulations is hardly experienced as an obstacle in our pursuit of these processes of navigation around obstacles, negotiations with others, and in these mechanisms of arbitrations that allow us to effectively expedite the realization of a small set of our desires, ambitions, applicable contracts, social obligations, disseminated communications, and so on. (61)

Our semantic appreciation exercised in our understanding of worldly phenomena is truly extraordinary. We know square-circles don’t exist and that a current King of France cannot be ‘bald’ because such a person does not exist. Then, we know that certain phenomenological concepts can be conjoined in an integrated fashion and that certain other descriptors just do not have a place in that envisaged particularity in question. A state of affairs further complicated by the use of metaphorical contributions along with our attuned ability to also delineate the factual or ontical status of representative propositions along with the truth conditions we might conformally articulate in reference to various other relevant representative strands of information that either support or deconstruct these integrated forms of such closely integrated patterns of edification, and so forth. E.g., we know ‘you cannot see or hear red noises’ and yet we also understand what is meant by ‘white noise’. Or, e.g., we know ‘that oranges and other citrous fruits have an acidic-like flavour, and, yet, we hear and understand expressions like ‘acidic comments’, ‘they bought such a lemon’, or that a mandarin, as a fruit, cannot speak, and, yet, some mandarins might actually speak Mandarin…’ are all expressions we can safely navigate without too much effort. Then, embedded within such complexity is the hierarchical stratification of a parallel world of meta-textual information that instructs us as to how to act, as genres of behaviour, when exercised in the suitably enacted performance of such relevant information. Or, conjointly co-associated with such complex intentions we also find various calculi that allow us to value, i.e., calculate and comprehend, the apparent or intended significance of what is being articulated and communicated through such discursive forms of disseminated behaviour. Again, we usually don’t find such performances problematic, but, should we find our interpretations as anomalous then we can fall back on a repertoire of behaviours that might perceptively allow us to formulate a better understanding of what is actually taking place, etc. In other words, learning from the expanded assembly of large language models is merely the formalization of what natural language speakers have already effectively mastered. That this hybridization between phenomenological particulars and the rules of their semantic integration, and transformation, is now taking place in a more formal setting as the basis for the operations of AI, albeit with all the limitations inherent in forms of modelling that are more statistically driven as currently operate in the use of these large language models (LLMs). (62)
11. The implicated hybridization between psychological and sociological observations and concepts, etc., as in the second inter-ordered order (22).

The second meta-philosophical, metaphysical, inter-ordered order of the psychological-sociological spectrum, arsing as the reduplication of aesthetically integrated states of experiential being, do not and cannot make a definitive distinction between a relatively private psychological experience of an interpersonal otherness and the sociological framing of personal experience in a more collective public setting, and, hence, the imputation of this non-continuous spectrum between the psychological and the sociological aspects of experience given that a purely private domain is just as impossible as a purely public domain. And, yet, even though we can refer to such domains as separate spheres of interest, these two orientations profoundly reconstruct the apparent significance of each other. Indeed, potentially paralleling each other, that in an economic setting would see them treated as parallel correlatives (and mutually defining each other through their conjoint negations/suspensions, the third party being supplied through the conjoining of these two spheres as a joint psychological-and-sociological orientation). (63)

Moreover, just as we can experimentally conduct parallel phenomenal-phenomenological descriptions, hermeneutical prescriptions, and existential proscriptions, I envisage similar parallels taking place, respectively, between the psychological orientation, the sociological orientation, and this conjoint psychological+sociological orientation mirroring the psychological-and-sociological.
 The latter aspect paralleling the so-called third moment of the non-systematic existential. (64)
12. The formulation and refinement of a more consistent set of rules overseeing Academic and Business World interactions (and, thereafter, a possible returning of universities to their core pursuits of teaching, research, community engagement, cultural direction and re-direction, etc.).

I was shocked to discover recently that, despite claims of a lack of finance, the administrators of universities in Australia are disproportionately paid much more that the academic staff many of whom have neither tenor nor permanent prospects within those same institutions.
 At the same time, this over-commercialization of universities seems to have render them somewhat soulless and perhaps has ‘progressively’ headed them in a mediocre direction. Where certain universities were once noted for their specializations, they now appear to be taking on a rather bland form of homogenization. Where each and every university could just as easily be transposed with any other. Even their campuses, in their more modern buildings, are taking on this universal or international cosmopolitan-like complexion of being the same as if both everywhere and nowhere. (65) 
Having described the current condition of Australian universities, rightly or wrongly, what diagnosis and what prognosis might we perhaps envisage? Then, in what form might hybridization take place so as to better place these institutions in a healthier sense of the Contemporary? Indeed, just how might we re-constitute the core projects and programs that should be operating within this institutional from of a prospect? (66)

Quite simply, rather than running two parallel tracks, between administration, on one hand, and, teaching staff, etc., on the other, I would like to see their joint amalgamation and where notable service to the university in question, as perceived by a suitable committee representative of the entire staff, is extended as a supplementary form of income, and, where the executive are no longer paid considerably more than their teaching staff. Where remuneration reflects the sum total of responsibilities and the special skills being brought to bear on the working of that institution by all staff across the entire institution of that university. Then, special faculties should be formed, either permanently or temporarily, around those staff both keen and able to promote such diversification that, in the process, supply a distinctive sense and semblance of prestige to the very name of that university itself. Or, put forward through another lens, with the same goal as noted, normal commercial considerations should be minimized, if not actually suspended, in this process of returning to universities to this expedition of their core promise, namely, teaching, research, community engagement, cultural direction and re-direction, etc. (67)

I was also shocked that so many conflicts of interest could also be generated by administrative staff simultaneously either still working for companies they had been previously employed in or as consultants in multiple associations with a range of businesses where obvious conflicts of interest would appear even if not actually engendered. Obviously, such patterns of parallel employment should be either banned outright and/or taken on board in a form of hybridization where neither the commercial world rules the university nor where the university dictates to the world of business likewise? (68)
13. Taxis – Uber - Taxi Cooperatives, etc.


The traditional world of taxis was seriously disrupted by the rapid rise of Uber in 2009, starting in San Francisco, California, and, when and where smart phones could be harnessed to better interconnect both potential drivers and potential passengers. In 2011 rebranding ‘UberCab’ as ‘Uber’.
 This business model was very disruptive and deemed illegal in many cities and countries, but, the company persevered with its plans for global expansion. Tens of billions were spend in this process of expansion, and it reported its first profit five years after it IPO in 2019. By 2025 Uber’s share price had almost doubled from its 2019 IPO closing price. Despite a global presence, a number of countries have continued to ban this company from doing business within its borders, namely, Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary, Switzerland, and Turkey. (69)
The Uber business model undercuts traditional taxi companies, with Uber cutting the average cost of rides through the use of an Internet connected application, etc. Currently, as its platform cut, Uber takes about 27.5% of the cost of an individual ride. In Australia, Uber rideshare drivers typically gross $22-$35 per hour, which drops to $15-$22 after factoring in fuel, vehicle maintenance, insurance, etc. The use of surge pricing, in periods of high demand, can also boost hourly take-home totals. (70)
As a response to the undercutting of traditional taxi companies, and shrinking payment through Uber lowering its fares, along with a surplus of drivers, diminished hourly incomes, etc., in some locations cooperative taxi companies have successfully formed with 85-90% of the fare going to the drivers. Some drivers in such cooperative partnerships have also continued to work with Uber and will accept rides on whichever platform supplies them or on that platform that is currently more profitable. We also have various companies, constructed on the Uber business model, attempting to compete with Uber on its own territory. (71)
Here we have a hybridization between taxis and smart phones connected by an Internet application. Then, we have a process of re-hybridization in the rise of those cooperatives and other companies modelled on Uber responding to Uber’s hitherto all too successful appropriation of that limited market. (72)
Now, where are things possibly heading? Should automated driving become the norm, then, more or less, all taxi drivers will be made redundant. That redundancy would also generally include those people delivering meals be those deliveries on bicycles, electric bikes and motor bikes, by cars or by taxis. With the use of electric vehicles and their guaranteed performance ranging from half a million miles to one million miles of driving (far beyond the relative limitations of petrol cars with about 140 thousand miles before needing refurbishment?) it would appear that taxi companies, or their cashed-up equivalents, will be the purchasers on mass of such vehicles? Indeed, with the continuing congestion of cities, even future car ownership has been called into question. Merely go on the appropriate app and call for a car, read a book or have a meal on route, listen to music or whatever, and then exit at the other end. One can imagine the car using synthesized human speech to address you, and inform you of the progress of your trip, etc? In such a world even the need for car ownership could be called into a question? (73)
If there were ever a need for a basic income, then, surely, that day is coming very soon, when a wealthy society must seriously consider such an option and, in doing so, look after all its citizens given that economies, themselves, are seemingly engineering unemployment on such a universal scale? (74)

14. The transition from phones to mobile phones (cell-phones).

If we were to choose one device as representing the contemporary nature of the Contemporary era it must surely be the mobile or cell-phone? (75)

In such a device we are also witnessing the convergence of multiple technologies. No longer are phones just ‘phones’ just as much as our visiting a coffee shop is usually not just ‘a visit to a coffee shop’, or, where a simple bus ride is no longer just a ‘bus ride’. As explained elsewhere, at the psychic center of a history of the present we need to note, among many other things, those non-continuities that arise that basically have had no real precedents preceding them. Such a device is the smart phone. Moreover, the innovations stemming from the very nature and ubiquity of this device are also re-constituting the contemporary fabric of this Contemporary epoch. These phenomena can be described as emergent, novel, interdisciplinary, culturally resonant, and quite often very disruptive of traditional technologies. Witness the rise of Uber; Airbnb accommodation; apps for finding tradespeople, concert tickets, trips overseas, dating, etc; search engines; Wikipedia; YouTube videos; and similar. All in all, a veritable revolution in the making that is now fashioning both the advent and continuation of this imputation of a Contemporary world. (76)
15. The hybridization between AI and videos/movies.


A notable hybridization that is now coming to be very prominent in the world of youTube videos and similar, is the AI generated formation of podcasts, videos, and entire films. Like the birth of all new genres, patterns of behaviour, the advent of this Contemporary era has been very much a two-edged sword. Just as we can satirically point to a good Modernism and a bad Modernism, with the latter wandering off into the no-man’s-land of a dogmatic absolutism, and, a good Postmodernism and a bad Postmodernism, with the latter sinking into the non-commitments of a vacuous relativism, so, too, in jest, we can point to a good Contemporary era
 and a bad Contemporary era, with the latter on a frenetic frolic into the virtual wastelands of a dis-aggregated sense and semblance of both self-identity and community? (77)

Recently, there were a rash of AI generated videos on YouTube that were repetitive, boring, with deceptive titles, merely designed to commercially generate clicks, using AI plotlines, imagery, synthetic voice generation often in the guise of well-known people already present online, and, all too often involved in a wholesale fabrication of both facts and histories for reasons that were not necessarily transparent to their audiences. Invariably we saw lips not quite in sync with speech generations; the repetitive waving of hands that would very quickly kill the political future of any aspiring politician if such an imaged person were real; a distortion of facts and histories that could not be confirmed using Google or some other search engine; comments that would inevitably include warnings from others as to the ‘AI slop’ being therein presented, etc. Sadly, at the same time it was obvious that innumerable people were also being taken in and either siding with the gist of the narrative being presented or being strongly opposed to the same. Such new sites, often with very low numbers of subscriptions, were subjected to such a mass of complaints that I suspect they were removed or relegated with a much-reduced weighting of the overall algorithm being used by YouTube? (78)

Then, following on in the wake of this crop of miscreant videos, totally AI generated, without much human agency, we are now being presented with an avalanche of lengthy productions that are also totally AI generated, but, to my mind, often with a greater degree of humanly directed artistic creativity. Although presented with an array of almost hyper-real or surreal personas and environments, with quite believable situations and movements, still, there seems to be no pretence in creating something totally real as if filmed, or, maybe the technology has not quite reached this level of seeming verisimilitude? Scenes are constructed around various forms of human conflict and misunderstandings with partial, short-lived periods of resolution before the heroic figures finally find a heroic resolution of their situations in their world as presented and represented through the auspices of that video. Reading the often quite favourable comments, one must wonder, both rhetorically and hopefully, whether real human actors will still be making films in the near future? (79)

Here we have the hybridization between AI generation and a video presentation. Such an amalgamation is certainly novel, at least to the degree it can now be done without vastly expensive computer equipment. In co-opting AI generation, it is interdisciplinary in its construction, and, what emerges is also to my mind something that can be very resonant to the extent that such content creation can explore situations that would not be so easy to film in non-virtual reality. This enlarged palette, once successfully mastered, proffers a greater degree of artistic license and freedom that, if well-conceived and well-executed, stands to find a wider world of dissemination. All in all, one resonant aspect of current culture that appears to symbolize both the advent and trajectory of this Contemporary era. Indeed, in the same vein, just as the advent of drone warfare also symbolically characterizes the emergent, interdisciplinary nature of modern warfare, I am also of the opinion that a radical+theological attitude, among the religious, can also be an iconic feature of this Contemporary landscape. To this end, let me explore, in some depth, how this religious reorientation might also characterize the advent of this current epoch. (80)
2. Reconsidering a Radical+Theology as an Engaged Exemplar of a Hybrid Field
In defining a ‘radical-theology’ as a ‘secular+theology’, as an emergent-hybrid, as an innovative interdisciplinary social-field, admittedly, I am taking John D. Caputo statement more literally than he might have intended? Can I demonstrate that I might be allowed to make that form of an identification in the light of this paralleling of the Contemporary era with an existentially oriented engagement, that all disciplinary non-differentials already portend an encompassed foothold in the secular world (in both its senses. i.e., in proposing a secular location as the locus of the operation of all disciplines in the world at large, and, in its contrast to the concept of a parallel religious sense and semblance of world even if that is only actually accepted, non-virtually, by a person who is a practicing religionist).
 (81)
As noted, I would like to expand the idea of the ‘religious’ by invoking the idea of the ‘Numinous’ as entailing both the more integrated and personal idea of the ‘Divine’ and the relatively less integrated and less personal idea, and ideal, of the ‘Spiritual’, and, hence, in expanding this concept of the numinous by invoking a broader contrast between this imported and imputed idea of the ‘sacred’ versus ‘the observations of a secular sense and semblance of the world’. Where a radical approach is to be now viewed as a ‘sacral-secularity’ or ‘secular-sacralization’ (and where I wish to avoid words with an affix of ‘ism’ as ‘ideologically extremist’, and, where ‘all ideologies’ are defined as ‘extremist’ in that same regard. In contrast to ‘philosophies’, but where ensuing ‘attitudes’ can include both the ideological and the philosophical and where, through retreatment, all six baskets of intentional origination can be refracted through the disciplinary home of the philosophical as the philosophical home of the disciplinary).
 Hence the title of this tome The Pursuit of Philosophy as a Discipline (and where a theological discipline or a spiritual discipline is to be regarded as no different in that specific sense, i.e., as much a discipline like philosophy or a reconstituted metaphysics or the skilful work of a master carpenter, or the humble work of an attentive shoe-shiner). (82)
How to re-define a good or better sense of the Contemporary? As being more ‘engaged’, as if our identity is refracted more through the simulated totality of the relationship in question rather than through a relatively passive or active egotistical sense of both an overall sense of self or other-than-self in the form of ‘an other’, or as ‘the other person or persons’ in some more general sense. (83)
Also, by economically fleshing out the non-differential aspect of a discipline, and, by equating it through economic complexification, say, with the imputed existential qualities of an Engaged-Faith, and then paralleling an Inter-Faith aspect with the concept of a disciplinary differential, and an Open-Faith aspect with the concept of a disciplinary meta-differential... (84)

In an attitude of an Open-Faith, in confronting the disciplinary constitution of a sacred disciplinary differential, that person entirely suspends everything, and questions everything, and then welcomes the asymmetrical forces of the de-suspension to transform the working-solution, as the ongoing-resolution, in whatever form it might take, that is currently being found to hand… (85)

Where, in an attitude of an Inter-Faith disposition, without relegating the relative uniqueness and differences of their own tradition or traditions, they seek to explore their meta-differential differences with other traditions in a manner that is potentially profitable, illuminating, instructive, capable of insightfully clarifying the trajectories of their own traditions, etc… (86)

In a potentially insightful forming contrast, the attitude of an Engaged-Faith deliberately sets out to seek an economically evolving, existential re(-)orientation through an identification with the simulated totality of the primary relationship/s in question. Through such a working-suspension, as an engaged-suspension, that person seeks a holistic appreciation of that simulated relationship under review. Therein, first, identifying their rightful standing or propinquity; then, second, finding a general consilience of views that impresses upon that simulated sense and semblance of that specific relationship its apparent degree of an intentionally experienced integrity, whilst also noting, third, the prominent degree of an apparent salience being exercised through that identification with that overall simulated sense of self. Where such salience delineates the manner in which that standing is to be observed and how it calls us to take up the same in a spirit of working on the behalf of that relationship in question. In experiencing this sense and semblance of ‘vocation’ through co-operation, or co-option if necessary, the engaged person takes up that standing in order to act on the behalf of that relationship. Where successful engagement, through its enactment, can be determined through the augmentation and enhancement of the ensuing existential richness and enrichment that devolves apparently from such engagement… (87)
Then, through complexification, paralleling the existential with the pragmatic, an anti-representational sense and semblance of simulation, as conformally centered, as morally proscriptive rather than prescriptive or descriptive, but, again not divorced from the same given economic correlativity between the contributions brought to that relationship through passively enacting the phenomenologically descriptive, actively enacting the hermeneutically prescriptive, and the sense and semblance of engagement that is determined as existentially proscriptive. ‘Proscriptive’ in the sense of ‘not doing what is demanded in order to ensure the ongoing existential enrichment of that relationship being focused upon’. (88)
That this more detailed exposition of the sacral-secularization/secular-sacralization, more or less, can act as a template for understanding the spirit of the Contemporary, as a new zeitgeist, new era… by noting this aspect of engagement, that disciplines are rooted in a secularity of worldliness and where this aspect of the non-differential non-economically expresses how our taken up of our rightful standing in a specific relationship or specific set of relationships should be allowed to devolve. Moreover, by noting this confluence of standing, existentially oriented engagement, orchestrated through working-suspensions, we should find a better understanding of what it means to be suitably embodied, embedded, and embanked in both in the secularity of the world and in the trans-secularity of what it means to identify with the existentially-pragmatic as the pragmatically-existential. That along the way we passively encounter, actively recognize, and existentially engage this existential dimension through this identification with the simulated nature of our relationships as non-economically re(-)self-organized both radically and critically. ‘Radically’ through ‘processes of non-economic re(-)direction’, and, critically through processes of a hyper-critically oriented re(-)appropriation incrementally inaugurated in such a manner so as to better appropriate, critically, such radical content. Where the ‘radical’ is ‘both relatively-radical and never radically-radical’. (89)

That to proffer a simplified summary, let us say these ideas of an existential engagement, the better devolvement of the Contemporary era, the non-economic irruption of the relatively-radical… are all to be entertained as paralleling each other. Then, being linked into this idea of the ‘Contemporary’, implies that this hybrid of a sacra-secularization, as a secular-sacralization, in acting as an emergent-hybrid, acts as a social-field being shaped by the net import and impact of such novel, resonant, interdisciplinary, emergent-hybrids that would seem to fall within its purview… ideas that are to be reviewed through working-suspensions that involve elements that invoke either attitudes of an Inter-Faith, an Open-Faith, and/or an Engaged-Faith in a such manner that appears to be suitably at home with this zeitgeist of this Contemporary era… (90)

Or, in effect, that a better understanding of the Contemporary era apparently parallels this more detailed understanding of a sacral-secularity/secular-sacralization, and, can generally act as a template when exploring the relatively-radical, non-differential aspects of any other discipline given this commonality of disciplinary non-differences and their all being rooted in a world of the secular (in both its senses of ‘the worldly locus of disciplinary enactments’ and as ‘a religious contrast with the relatively non-secular as defined through its disciplinary differences and disciplinary meta-differences.
 (91).

Let me diagrammatically illustrate this relationship between the relatively secular and the relatively non-secular:

Relatively Non-Secular:

Differential


Meta-Differential








*

Relatively Secular: 




Non-Differential (92)
3. Provisional Conclusions, etc.


In this Contemporary era, we are seeing both the consequences and ramifications of a massive convergence of technologies and their co-associated genres of behaviour. Such non-continuities, novel genres of behaviour without direct precedence, markedly characterize this era as an epoch in which we are also witnessing a proliferation of emergent-hybrids. These hybrids form novel social-fields where appropriate patterns of behaviours, as genres, are to be duly enacted. (93)
Arguing, as an open-ended summary, that the Contemporary era is being both defined (advent-wise) and re-defined (in the relative non-continuity of its cultural-intercultural constitution) through this proliferation of emergent-hybrids that are both innovative and novel, inter-disciplinary, impactfully resonant, and both culturally defining and interculturally re-defining (through this process of an ongoing interaction between a certain culture and its intercultural contextualization). As placing, in effect, an emphasis on the process of relational engagement which cannot be reduced merely to either a passive stance and/or an active stance. As invoking ‘our’ taking up of our existential standing and our acting, and enacting, to the best of our abilities, our existentially oriented interventions exercised on the behalf of those simulated relationship/s subjected to such types of concern, where the suitable suspension of well-exercise conjectures that, in turn, are also well-formed, well-informed, and well-performed, etc. Therein, seeking both the consilience of our views and highlighting the prominent salience of our intentionally re-directed working-together and finding both augmented increments (that are relatively non-chaotic in orientation) and (a relatively chaotically) enhanced freedom, therein and thereby, to interactively existentialize the relatively non-existential, in such a manner so as to be found through the profound auspices of the secular world of others… where the ongoing richness and enrichment, both individually and collectively, constitutes the ethos of this new era of the Contemporary in both its better sense and semblance… that to this extent, such differential experiences
 come to thematize and define the zeitgeist of this new era..!! (94)






        Noël Tointon, Wentworth Falls, 1.8.26.

4. The Explication of Key Pre-Suppositions, Suppositions, and Post-Suppositions


This essay operates through the interrelated exercise of a small number of assumptions, etc. Let me articulate some of these key pre-suppositions, etc. (95)


The invocation of a post-Postmodern Contemporary era is predicated on the fact that times change, and, the Postmodern era cannot be around for ever as the dominant philosophical mode in cultural fashion. Thence its imputed supersession. (96)

A ‘good’ or ‘better’ (conceptual) sense and (experiential) semblance of the Contemporary is imputed and predicated on an existentialization of process through more integrated patterns of engagement, resolution, etc. (97)


Engagement, through complexification, parallels the disciplinary moment of the non-differential, i.e., our inescapable emplacement in this world of the secular, and the locus, effectively, where all disciplines interact, namely, in and through the intentionally represented fabric of this world as lived. As the secular sense and semblance of this world at large given the transformational treatment of all forms of intentional construction return us to the secularity of this world at large (and our retrospective delineation of origination under six metaphorical ‘baskets’ of the ordered, inter-ordered, extra-ordered, hyper-ordered, meta-textually ordered (as genres), and socially ordered). (98)

Hence the Contemporary is characterized as that epoch more concerned with existential engagement, non-differentials, and emergent-hybrids. (99)

The contention was made that the existence of such novel, interdisciplinary social-fields is such that they are emergent, non-reductive, resonant, and, therein and thereafter, capable of both defining and re-defining the contours of the Contemporary era. [2] (100)


Or to the same effect:
…to note their interdisciplinary hybridization, emergence, novelty, cultural resonance and impact on the constitution and re-constitution of this imputation of a post-Postmodern, Contemporary era. [5] (101)

Thence a prioritization of suspensions, and the asymmetrical nature of their automatic de-suspension, given this existential emphasis on engagement. (102)

Noting also the radical nature of a radical theology as a radical secularism, and, where its exploration proffers a template on both the nature of emergent-hybrids and the advent of this Contemporary era, etc. (103)


Where other examples on this list of 15 items could also be viewed as templates for the interpretation of Contemporary phenomena. E.g., the re-organization of modern warfare given the innovative use of drones, etc. (104)

Blurb used on Facebook to announce the presentation of this Essay:

This essay explores my recent concept of 'emergent-hybrids', i.e., the conjoining of two or more topics in the form of a social-field. Expanding on this idea introduced by François Laruelle, I have previously applied it to John D. Caputo's comment that a 'radical theology is a secular-theology' in order to somewhat propose its literal treatment in the form of secular+theology. I also argued that such an approach is characteristic of the post-Postmodern Contemporary era. Fully facing this hunch, it is my contention that we can find emergent hybrids everywhere and that their collective impact is actually constituting this new epoch of the Contemporary. In this essay I will be exploring 15 varieties of emergent hybrids. From arguing for a secular+theology to how drones are rewriting the rules of warfare (dissolving distinctions between airforce, army and navy), from working through a philosophical+history (rather than dealing with a philosophy of history or a history of philosophy) to AI generated podcasts and movies etc., etc. (105)
� 	For latest version of text: � HYPERLINK "http://https://noelshomepage.homestead.com/pursuit.html" ��http://https://noelshomepage.homestead.com/pursuit.html�


� 	Pursuit, III.XII.IV.J.


� 	By rules of either duplication or reduplication.


� 	I.e., ordered, inter-ordered, and extra-ordered phenomena.


� 	Pursuit, III. XII.V.C.12.3. Which, after transformational retreatment to the philosophical-disciplinary world paralleling the secular, would give us six ‘baskets’ in the delineation of retreated origination. These six parties being those five as listed plus hyper-ordered orders of emergent-hybrids. Social orders recognizing social organizations, like, e.g., Academia, Business Worlds, the Political, etc.


� 	The latter are signalled through the use of a question mark.


� 	It is my intention to brand and dismiss all ‘isms’ as ‘forms of ideological extremism’, and, in regard to all weak and non-weak/non-strong formats, subjected to suitable processes of tri-modal economic triangulation and suspensions, etc., to be rebranded accordingly (i.e., without the use of that affix).


� 	In these explorations I will briefly introduce this emergent-hybrid, returning to the same towards the end of this essay in order to look more deeply at its apparent constitution, ramifications, etc., from the perspective of a radical theological/radical religionist perspective., treating it as a possible template.


� 	Or, the same translated as a philosophical+science/scientific+philosophicalization. 


� 	A dedicated branch dealing with drones and robotic warfare systems.


� 	Under the heading of Specialized and Separate branches we find Air Assault Forces, Special Operations Forces, Territorial Defence Forces, and an Unmanned System Forces. Under Support and Logistic Departments, we find Medical Forces, Support Forces, Logistic Forces, and Cyber Forces/Signals.


� 	Reducing the AUKUS agreement over nuclear submarines, without nuclear missiles, to an outright waste of taxpayers’ money.


� 	Or, the same translated as a philosophical+science/scientific+philosophicalization. 


� 	Both disciplines are viewed by myself as the result of reduplication, respectively, of the first and fifth trans-cognitive ordered orders of a phenomenological-semantics and hermeneutical-possibility.


� 	Refer to the next item no. 7.


� 	Refer to item 12 on this list for a closer look at this relationship between Academia and Business.


� 	As referenced by a recent two-part Four Corners series titled: Duped: Food Exposed (lead reporter: Adele Ferguson). Link to ABC article titled: From eggs to seafood, spices and spirits, testing reveals truth behind labels: � HYPERLINK "https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-07-27/food-fraud-investigation-reveals-truth-behind-labels/10690116" �https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-07-27/food-fraud-investigation-reveals-truth-behind-labels/10690116� 


� 	Loosely modelled on the US Supreme Court.


� 	An AI generated response suggested the pivotal year was 2008 in a trend that has generally continued. Unfortunately, much of the traditional landscape, in the US, e.g., has been taken over by large corporations whose primary interests lie elsewhere and, that when editorial independence is not sufficiently defended, then these same media organizations all too often lose what little support they had hitherto been able to preserve and maintain. In such an environment, the public faith and trust in Traditional-Media has basically evaporated. Except for a few islands of respect along with a few dogged customers who haven’t moved on with the times, the prospects for the future successfulness of an unreconstituted Traditional-Media are grim.


� 	But, that such an area of exploration and research has yet to be conducted by myself with any sufficient depth of scrutiny.


� 	E.g., refer to the podcast by Crikey titled: Australia’s university sector is in tatters. Why?      


Link: � HYPERLINK "https://youtu.be/xbo2DYgnzSw?si=j16eqqip4vn9Fbol" �https://youtu.be/xbo2DYgnzSw?si=j16eqqip4vn9Fbol� 


� 	The facts used in this section were AI-generated.


� 	Later in this essay, I will be exploring a so-called ‘good Contemporary era, type of practice, as one characterized by a greater degree of ‘engagement’ defined as a ‘pro-relational orientation rather than a pro-individual or pro-other type of stance’, and where people are more inclined ‘to operate on the behalf of the relationship, exercise their existential standing in a manner to so as to advance an existentially oriented richness and enrichment of that relationship in question’.


� 	Put more succinctly, this expression of the ‘secular’ contrasts both disciplines, as their worldly locus of operations, and, a religious aspect of the world as specifically differentiated through a ‘theological or spiritual difference’ as a ‘theological or spiritual differential’.


� 	Referencing those six baskets of delineated origination subjected to transformational retreatment in a philosophical-disciplinary sense and semblance of the world at large, etc, namely, ordered, inter-ordered, extra-ordered, and hyper-ordered, along with genres of behaviour and social organizations (like, e.g., Academia, Business Worlds, the Legal fraternity, Political World, etc., and their location within the Political-Economic, and the distinctive secularity of the world, and so on.


� 	I.e., the non-differential radically demarcates a sense of the secular in contrast to the relatively non-secular as defined both differentially and meta-differentially. In a religious context, this can be read to imply that a religious differential and a religious meta-differential relatively define, generally, the conceptual sense and experiential semblance of the relatively non-secular, which in this type of context, entails a religious contrast with the secular. It also follows that existentially oriented experience, whether religious or non-religions in attitude, is primarily centered in the relatively secular dimension of the non-differential!


� 	I.e., all three differentials, namely, the differential (as a disciplinary difference), meta-differential, and the non-differential individually and collectively re(-)define the working os that discipline and our appreciation of its operations (i.e., relatively ‘internal’ distinctions, accommodations, and transformations; and, relatively ‘external’ salience, consilience, and standing).






