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Preface


Let me briefly look at, and try to work out, what might have motivated me to write this set of essays (at the same time as I was writing my series on Beyond Therapy: Miscellaneous Topics in Psychology and Psychiatry). Essentially, it is my interpreted belief that this volume is written in the 'space'
 between "quietly having a religious crisis of faith" and "attempting to not so quietly overcome the same". As a philosopher I have tried consistently to systematize and harmonize my thinking on the understanding that such an endeavour should be able to better help one in their passage through this World-of-Life
 even though it will remain a pursuit with no absolute conclusion. Perhaps a more sensible person might consider this Life-World to be a world of mystery and wonder and only confront its complexities when they have to. Or, merely evade such responsibility by slipping into those religious customs and other subterfuges of ‘thinking’ convenient to hand that might obviate the pain or stress that is involved in such an almighty task…. (0)

I have always been theologically inclined. I believe a large fraction of people are naturally inclined towards such a disposition. However, I also recognize that a large number of people have no intuitive or natural sympathies in this direction at all. Around the age of thirteen I became, non-exclusively, a Buddhist after reading a number of Buddhist texts which I have been doing ever since; recently, reading some of them in their original Sanskrit. Exposure to a wide range of Eastern thought, both Buddhist and non-Buddhist, also developed my equal predilection for the philosophical. In the pursuit of the latter I then took to a parallel reading of Western philosophical thought - a process assisted by a number of years doing philosophy at university, spreading my specialization of interests equally between this discipline of philosophy and that of a ‘phenomenology of religion’ as such a broad spectrum ‘religious studies’ was referred to in my first university. (1)

Later, in my university studies, I was to take up a still-continuing interest in phenomenology as a method for further researching those same subjects and topics that continually seemed to consume my interest. This led to a passion for hermeneutics as well on the grounds that phenomenology needs a 'text' and a 'text' need a 'process of interpretation'!
 (2)

After years of reflection on various themes I found I was able to form, for me, a deeper cross-referencing synthesis between my Western-Philosophical interests and my Buddhist-Eastern ways of seeing things. On the other hand, a synthesis between my theological predilections and my now paralleled Western and Eastern philosophical reflections seemed to be at an impasse. With much doubt I began to question the viability of my own theological reflections, and, the fundamental viability of this entire topic itself was called into question. Then, one day, while examining the Buddhist ‘theological’ tradition of the Tathagatagarbha, I realized that the notion of ‘divinity’ is just as viable (or non-viable) as our treatment (or mistreatment) of the notion of ‘personal identity’ if one were to regard them equally as empty (sunya/sunyata), i.e., as absent of substantial metaphysical entities, etc. Since then I have approached my theological reflections along those same line. Still, I felt I needed to call into question all that theology seemed to stand for along with my questioning as to what 'evidence' we have for the continuation of personal identity after death. Surely a denial of such 'survival', I felt, would be the first and final nail in the coffin of such a discipline? So, I set out to critically explore the viability of this idea of the Divine and this set of essays is the textual deposition of such an investigative process…. (2)

In this task I have adopted phenomenological principles in the light of my work on the phenomenon of the hermeneutic circle. On many occasions this topic of the theological has been an umbrella under whose shade I have found the excuse to research a number of my favorite themes, often simultaneously and in parallel with my work in my Beyond Therapy such as, the nature of metaphor, texts, psychosis, deception, the constitution of personal identity, authenticity, etc. In this wandering backwards and forwards I have found a great pleasure, and, in the light of the same, I am hoping my reader will find something of value and interest in these complex ramblings and will not be too bogged down in the level of detail indulged in re-formulating those questions that have continually re-focused and deepened the nature of this research. Important points will no doubt be repeated and re-explained from a number of angles, continually refined, etc. Should my reader meet any currently ‘impenetrable’ obstacles on the way my advice is, simply, to just “move on”… (3)

I have been very fortunate in a being able to read and discuss, in great detail, a number of passages in these essays in various presentations to our regular meetings of The Continental Philosophy Group. My friends there have been very patient and supportive, and I owe them a tremendous debt of gratitude for helping me to test and strengthen my various ideas as presented in these papers and elsewhere. (4)

Hoping my reader will find something of ‘value and interest’ in the complex meanderings of these ten essays…. (5)







                   Noël Tointon, Sydney, 27.12.03;
     Re-edited, February, 2022.
� 	Throughout these essays the annoying practice of using single quotations marks is meant to alert the reader that I am doing one or more of a small number of things in 'highlighting' that expression. Context should determine, more or less, what I am up to in this regard. Hopefully, finding that reading that produces a greater degree of hermeneutic value! For a start, using such single quotation marks is meant to draw the attention of the reader to the fact that the word is being used in a strange or particular sense and that we should be careful in how we might interpret the same. The word may merely be highlighted or emphasized; or that the metaphor involved should be treated as a metaphor and not treated literally; or that the meaning is qualified and potentially ironic; or should be carefully questioned in our interrogation of it; or, that a transcendental suspension should be involved in our reading of that expression, etc., etc. At the same time the reader is quite welcome to ignore this convention of mine.


� 	‘Life-World’ and ‘World-of-Life’ are synonymous terms. Generally, when capitalized, they mean to imply a transcendentally sense of world(-ness) in the sense that they express the necessary conditions for the configuration of the phenomenal-phenomenological world in its current form of phenomenal expression, i.e., as its ‘possibility’ for such expression. Here the implicit use of the expression ‘transcendental’ here, effectively, is negative to the extent where it will rule out what cannot exist in any form whatsoever. Usually, I use the expression ‘transcendental’ as synonymous with ‘trans-cognitive judgment, trans-intentional, existential, etc. When ‘life-world’ or ‘world-of-life’ are not capitalized it means a ‘mode of life’, say, the disciplinary lived-world of the theologian in a theological life-world, or, that of philosophers, or that of elderly pensioners, and so on. It can also mean the accumulation of such limited life-worlds, and, then, I usually refer to it as the ‘overall life-world’ or ‘overall world-of-life’.


� 	Today, 2022, I would declare a critical and an ever potentially radical philosophy to be one part hermeneutics, one part phenomenology, and one part existentialism. E.g., Pursuit, III.12C.





