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The Existential Economy!

The Transformation of Value, and, the Value of Transformation*
Volume II: The Practical and the Hermeneutical

Introduction to Essay Papers Part XVII - XXXII


I have just finished this second volume of essay-papers on this topic of the existential economy. This volume has attempted to deal with the practical ramifications of this transcendental dimension, i.e., present implications and future consequences. More correctly, we might better judge my efforts here as more along the lines of a ‘theoretical understanding of the practical ramifications’ of our being in this world as lived; with-others, before-others. (1)

This expression of the ‘existential economy’ is code for the relational center of value formation and being oriented in a relational orientation must find itself approached on a trans-cognitive or transcendental level of epistemological appreciation. I.e., on a level of judgment. As often noted by myself, given that judgement is conducted within, between or through concepts cannot therefore be conceptual itself, i.e., must be trans-conceptual or transcendental (which does not mean transcendent in any theological sense). Such stands to reason given that value is not experienced primarily in conceptual terms of reference. We don’t look at a wonderful work of art and merely admire it as a concept, etc! No, we experience its apparent aesthetic properties (should we find that to be the case). (2)


These two volumes (to which I wish now to add a third) have a technical flavour which I should not apologise for given that they are meant to seriously explore this territory of the existential economy. One technical expression is that associated with an ordered philosophy where we determine what type of judgment we are dealing with and work within its characteristic essential parameters. At the same time recognizing that the transcendental, trans-conceptual dynamics of judgment on a deeper level of epistemological organization are the same. (3)


The existential economy, on the surface, is a contradiction in need of philosophical resolution. Judgment, value formation appears to arise spontaneously and yet there is also a circulation of value. How is this possible? In these essays a complex solution is proposed but suffice to say that what circulates are textual depositions or entracements perceived to have or not have the value associated with them. (4)


These essays also address an hermeneutical dimension given that meta-texutal genres of behaviour are intimately connected with practice be it directly through interpretation or their extension in the form of a practical application of the same. (5)


Hopefully these essays, when closely read, will find the level of appreciation they deserve. My apologies to the reader that such laboured over concepts were not written in an elegant hand. Indeed, born in struggle they may well have to be read in the same light…. (6)

       Noël Tointon, Sydney, 13.3.14.

*Latest version: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html
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