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 Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy

Through Engaging its Malcontents

And Promoting its Progressive Proponents

An Introduction to Neo-Liberalism:

Questioning this Apparent Phenomenon in the Political-Economy?

ii.  Pre-Introduction to this Topic presented at The Continental Philosophy Group
*

0.    Outline


This presentation, as a pre-introduction, is divided between a theoretical exposition, a practical application, and a critical examination of this apparent political-economic phenomenon of neo-liberalism (et al)
 (noting its complexities and co-associations). (0)


In a theoretical exposition I will introduce my vision of the political-economic economy as a disciplinary sphere and mode of life, as a life-world
 or prospect, that cannot be reduced to either a political sphere or an economic sphere. In arguing for this irreducible status we will find a reference frame with wider terms that should help us to better appreciate the ramifications that have arisen from the relatively recent spread of this ideology. The neo-liberal reconfiguration of this sphere of disciplinary influence has consequences for us given it is where all of us live and experience the central dissemination of power through endeavouring to realize the arbitration of both our individual ambitions and social aspirations of others. Without the ministrations of others neither ambitions nor aspirations could be realized. Thence our inescapable immersion in this prospect. (1)


In a practical application we will determine the features of this apparent phenomenon of neo-liberalism and then enquire as to whether such features are the co-association of miscellaneous phenomena or whether this apparent phenomenon, indeed, is an actual phenomenon? I.e., are these closely co-associated features indicative of an actual phenomenon or merely the associations of a number of phenomena usually found to be merely co-associated? However, the unerring co-association of such features would be more indicative of our expectation of an underlying unitary phenomenon or condition. (2)


In a critical examination we will note the ramifications an understanding of this ‘phenomenon’ would have in our inspection, interpretation and commentary on the unravelling of a specific political scene. In this regard we will briefly look at both the current American and Australian political landscapes. (3)

*For the latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html

It is obvious that there is considerable political and economic malcontentment present in a number of mature democracies; witness Brexit, the rise of Trump and the re-emergence in Australia of politicians like Pauline Hanson and her political party One Nation, e.g., etc. Some have argued that a trend for increasing ‘inequity’ alone is not capable of explaining these democratic perturbations, and, that one will need to also recognize a current anxiety over an overall process of ‘dis-equity’ wherein people ‘see’ a loss of working conditions, etc., and, a future fearfulness in a seemingly inevitable process of ‘non-equity’ wherein, on balance, more people will lose their current forms of employment through the digital disruption of the workplace and the very changing nature of work itself.
 Not that we fear a loss of work per se but what that work means in terms of being employed and being paid an adequate recompense for the course of our labours. (4)


To understand both neo-liberalism and its adverse ramifications we need to understand what is implied in this concept of the political-economy (with the hyphen). (5)

In essence: 1., theoretically arguing for a political-economy that cannot be reduced to the political and/or economic spheres… as the locus of the neo-liberal condition resulting from the iteration of the neo-liberal phenomenon or set of phenomena. 2., practically examining the nature of the neo-liberal condition in order to better recognize the same. 3., critically examine the ramifications of this ideological pattern of de-centering in order to reverse and re-center the same through its de-de-centering. (6)

1.    Theoretical Exposition


Why this proposition of a political-economy with a hyphen rather than accepting a the relatively non-commensurable worlds of politics and economics? (7)


Thankfully, politics is not primarily in the ‘business’ of making a profit! The application of economics is not in the business of governing a country! The raison d’être of politics is social improvement and individual betterment (of opportunity). In contrast the raison d’être of business is too create a company (for the formation of value), preserve that value, conserve it through expanding upon its formation, and, expanding that expansion. The latter, meta-conservation, is a meta-imperative – companies, normally, are not only predicated on making a profit but also seek to enlarge upon such profitability. One reason why the neo-liberal tendency for outsourcing, say, a government health service to private health insurance, will eventually be counter-productive given that, in contrast, a non-privately run health service is not predicated on the making of a profit on the suffering of others… nor is it predicated on amplifying that profit year after year! (8)


What arguments can I present for this proposition that the recognition of the general life-world of the political-economy (as a particular prospect wherein specific disciplines of political-economics can be sited/sighted/cited) is necessary in order to better understand ideological distortions of the same like neo-liberalism, communism, etc? (9)


First, the apparent phenomenon of neo-liberalism cannot be reduced to either a political sphere or economic sphere given that it appears to independently straddle both. Furthermore, we must also recognize that politics does not operate purely in a political sphere and neither do economic considerations operate outside the realm of political influence. Businesses are also political-like in their organization. So, given the relatively incommensurate worlds of politics and economics (to the extent ‘governments are not in the business of making a profit’ and ‘countries should not be run just like businesses’) it follows that there is this need for the political-economic dimension in order to better understand the interactions between governments and businesses, etc. (10)


Now central to the functioning of the political-economy we can impute the necessary operation of policy formation where information is exchanged through the dissemination of policies in the translation of political aspirations into social reality through their economic implementation, and v.v., etc. In this regard we can note that policy formation has politically oriented policy thematization, economically oriented policy implementation, and, that equally important to note, we should also entertain the critical supervision of the former. Hence my division of the political economy into the three sub-disciplinary spheres of politics, economics and stylistics.
 The latter is concerned with the distinctive manner stylistically oriented process of resolution are entered into, and, the apparent efficiency and successfulness that such resolution is actually arrived at (in line with the expression of such intentions be they as a mix of individual ambitions and/or public aspirations). This sub-discipline being primarily divided between passively oriented criticism and actively oriented managerial intervention (although such a division, rightly, is artificial being more dialectical in scope given the changing nature of such interactivity
). (11)


The observation, yet to be examined, that a political-economy makes better sense of certain trans-political-economic phenomena… and that such insights will better assist us in performing existentially oriented patterns of re-direction that will lead to the eventual de-de-centering of ideological distortions that disturb, and sometimes disrupt, the functioning of a (mature) democracy. (12)

In essence: 1., we can propose the imputation of a political-economy given that politics and economics, as (sub-)disciplines, are relatively incommensurate, and, given the centrality of policy formation at the center of the viable political-economy. 2., furthermore, that such a proposition better assists us in understanding adverse political-economic phenomena, and, by implication, how de-centered ideological policy settings might be better re-directed, rectified, re-normalized, etc. (13)

2.    Practical Application


The existence of a viable political-economy accepted, how, therein, does the neo-liberal condition manifest itself? (14)


George Monbiot, in a recent essay
 succinctly highlighted a number of key features that characterize this apparent phenomenon/set of phenomena. I abbreviated them in the following fashion.

i.
That a competitive environment is natural and should not be disrupted.

ii.
We are what we are through our own efforts, our own enterprise.

iii.
That governments are too large and their embrace too extensive.

iv.
Therefore the number of civil servants, e.g., should be cut.

v.
That the non-governmental aspect of the economy delivers more efficiently.

vi.
Therefore outsourcing is more cost effective.

vii.
That the markets themselves will deliver what is needed in the economy.

viii.
That this world is divided between either ‘lifters’ or ‘leaner’.

ix.
That the former should be rewarded not the latter.

x.
That all aspects of the political-economy should be more de-regulated.

xi.
Furthermore taxation should be reduced,

xii.
With an ensuing ‘trickle down effect’ assisting the poorer,

xiii.
Through the innovative entrepreneurship and patronage of the wealthy. [52] (15)


But, let me state quite clearly, and unequivocally, that the dissemination of our private ambitions and our public aspirations can only be enacted and realized through the services of others, and v.v! So, any over-emphasis placed on the individual (or the state) must be misplaced! Only through cooperation, through a mix of co-operation and/or co-option, can such projects and programs be achieved (in their respective disciplinary prospects)! (16)


Are these features, collectively considered, indicative of a certain phenomenon or of a closely associated set of phenomena? (17)


My tentative, provisional resolution of this conundrum is to propose an underlying neo-liberal condition which I will call the republican-like singularity given its close association with Republican philosophy/philosophies in American politics. In effect, a privileging of the individual over the social or political or communal, etc. (18)


However, despite this neo-liberal condition being more sympathetic to republican-like ideologies it also crosses the Left-Right political divide given its orientation is to basically move to the right, anywhere on that spectrum, through promoting a greater emphasis on the individual, freedom of individual initiative (from excessive regulation, e.g., etc.) and a desired diminution of government, etc. Conversely, we can treat an orientation towards communism, or socialism to a lesser degree, as a ‘movement’ to the Left; i.e., towards a greater emphasis on state intervention, privileging and prioritization, etc.
 Given that the dialectical nature of politics is realized through forms of arbitrated compromise we should regard such ‘shifts’ on this imputed Left-Right spectrum (as a heuristic device) as neither uniform nor mono-directional, etc. That neo-liberalism is neither the preserve of the Left nor the Right given that both this imputed condition, and phenomenon, cross all forms of party line. (19)


In essence: 1., let us provisionally accept that such a neo-liberal condition is not just an apparent phenomenon but is indicative of a republican-like singularity; i.e., a political-economic preference for individualism, small government, less regulated behaviour, etc., in contrast to preferencing and prioritizing the demands of the state, etc. 2., that such a phenomenon is manifested through a condition that promotes competition, (a self-deluded degree of) self-effort, small government, a reduced civil service, privatization and outsourcing, a market delivery of objectives, a privileging and rewarding of ‘lifters’, de-regulation, reduced taxation, trickle-down economics, imputes innovation through patronage from capital, etc. (20)

That as a correction we should note that the treatment of the neo-liberal condition as a unitary phenomenon does not necessarily imply that a neo-liberal attitude would, wittingly and/or unwittingly, equally promote all of the above characteristics. Nor does it follow, on the other hand, that the promotion of one or two of these characteristic practices, e.g., is necessarily indicative of the neo-liberal phenomenon. E.g., a reduction in levels of taxation is not necessarily indicative of the neo-liberal condition per se just as increases in the levels of taxation is not necessarily non-indicative of a non-neo-liberal condition being present, etc. (21)

3.    Critical Examination


In the light of the above let us re-look more closely at the American scene given the advent of a Trump presidency. (22)

i.     The Trump Political ‘Experiment’


It is obvious that Trump wishes to run government in a manner more in keeping with his business style. For a businessman who has declared himself bankrupt on four separate occasions, for whatever economic advantages ensuing from such a declaration, we must wonder if American government will be heading in a similar direction (although some might argue that the size of the deficit implies, fallaciously, that the US government is already technically bankrupt?
)?
 (23)


What observations can we make to support this speculative and provisional interpretation as presented above? (24)


The collective personal wealth of his appointed cabinet is without precedent.
 The business background of many of those selected is to be noted whilst, at the same time, there is a relative lack of political experience.
 (25)


Overall a trend is also apparent in this promotion, namely, the use of lobbyists some of whom have supported certain industries that have promoted, overtly and/or covertly, pronounced, anti-progressive views on the acceleration of global warming, and similar.
 (26)


Some have argued that it is not so much inequity that has contributed to the fertile grounds of negative malcontentment of the middle classes, etc., in America, so successfully exploited by Trump, as the ensuing experience of an ongoing, increasing semblance of ‘economic powerlessess’.
 However, I would argue that an accumulation of past experiences of increasing inequity, current dis-equities over anxieties concerning working conditions and the maintaining of one’s employment as well as future fears over the non-equity that would be attached to an imminent loss of potential employment through the digital disruption, etc., of the marketplace, together, have accentuated and exacerbated this overall condition of ‘economic powerlessness’. Much of the blame for this general condition can be laid at the feet of a neo-liberalism whose proponents, wittingly and/or unwittingly, are happy to walk off with the spoils of such inequitable redistribution (read ‘rewards’). (27)


If we can argue that the neo-liberalist pursuit of policies has created this fertile ground in America for demagogues et al, then, surely, the further pursuit of such policies, through promoting the business models practiced by Trump, can only exacerbate this middle-class centered phenomenon of a perceived economic powerlessness(ness) arising incrementally through an accelerated inequity, dis-equity and non-equity?
 (28)


Short-term programs in infrastructure rebuilding, etc., may well increase employment, still, it seems to be very reasonable to ask “how neo-liberally induced discontentment and malcontentment can be reversed by more neo-liberally oriented policies especially in the imminent light of a general disruption of the workplace where comprehensive philosophies of employment and value formation are called for along with a new social contract that seriously takes both into account. With the extensive use of automation, robots, driverless cars, additive printing, artificial intelligence, expert systems, speech recognition, the loss of traditional vocations, etc., just how will society manage this transition whilst still being further exploited (especially given the neo-liberal preference for either an absent or emasculated union presence whose voice might have ensured a healthy preservation of working conditions and a conservation of pay rates, etc?)? (29)


The so-called ‘draining of the swamp of Washington’ is already an exercise in self-parody. By employing lobbyists et al how can one big fox in a hen house protect that same hen house when they admit even more? The metaphor of draining a swamp is also a very 19th/20th century cliché when in this era of supposedly better ecological understanding we now see swamps as ecologically rich niches in the interconnected fabric of the natural world. (30)

In essence: we can only wonder to what extent the possible running of a government ‘as if it were merely a business’ must further promote neo-liberal policies at the expense of those already suffering under the adverse influences of the same type/s of policies! (31)

ii.    The Current Australian Political-Economic Landscape (In the light of 3.i.)


Parallels in Australia with the American political-economic scene are innumerable if not being experienced to the same degree of malcontentment (given that our general standards of living has increased by about a half from a few decades ago). However, in this current age of apparent low productivity (in the growth of the gross national product, etc.) we may well be starting to see a decline in living standards.
 The political scene under the recently re-elected Coalition, by just the slimmest of margins, along with its interminable internal machinations, appears to have paralyzed sensible government (on par, perhaps, with how the Republicans treated the Obama administration; albeit, in this instance, through relative self-inactivity and over self-pre-occupation with relatively trivial issues capable, under more normal circumstances, of easily finding short-circuited forms of resolution?)? Then, we have the Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull, touting trickle down economics in the form of a fifty billion dollars tax cut that on paper might only produce a one percent improvement in productivity after a decade in place?
 An almighty gamble with little chance, if at all, of a real payoff especially as it has been recently announced by the Australian Tax Office that one third of the largest companies in Australia actually paid no tax whatsoever in the last financial year. In my mind it is the incremental neo-liberally oriented implementation of tax deductions, etc., that has produced this scandalous situation where many businesses, for whatever reason, now pay less tax than an ordinary, average PAYE tax payer! (32)


In essence: I invite the reader to entertain their own comparisons between  American and Australian political-economic landscapes and determine for themselves what adverse parallels could well be already in place and already potentially, if not actually, undermining the degree of hard won democratic progress made to date? Witness this increasing voter turnout for minor parties, the inability of traditional parties to be other than willing and benefiting allies in this neo-liberal vision of so-called ‘progress’? Or, rather, in this obvious ‘lack’ of vision given increasing levels of inequity, voter disenchantment, an inability of current government to properly address issues of national importance concerning the changing nature of employment, budget repair that is addressed in a fair and equitable manner… without distorted inputs from vested interests, etc!?
 (33)

4.    Overview


I would suggest that a general public recognition of the neo-liberal condition would be a good start in this process of reversing the adverse aspects of neo-liberal policy formation, etc. Individually and publicly people could then instigate patterns of resilience, resistance and positive re-direction be that organized and exercised democratically, through lobbying, creating a public consensus that neo-liberal ideological distortions need to be addressed rather than merely reinforced, etc. Given that lobbying plays a large part in the incremental shift to neo-liberal policy settings then it behooves us to ensure that the political system becomes more transparent, accountable and its politicians become more ‘visible’.
 A policy that oversees the insulation or separation of vested interests is also called for as well as a certain necessary degree of enforced compliance centered in a federal version of an Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) as already functioning in NSW. Donations laws also need to be reformed with, say, all donations to a specific party or individual capped at $1000 and immediately part-registered and/or fully publicized online; noting the amount given and in what form the donation took and to whom, etc., with or without the disclosed name of a private citizen. All non-security oriented acts of governance should be transparently enacted and reported online. A cooling off period, perhaps approximately one electoral cycle, being applied to all people in government if they were to attempt to make a transition to some form of lobbying, or similar, should also be instituted. Other forms of reform should also be debated, and, when deemed appropriate, also instituted. (34)


Governments should also urgently tackle the question of how we might better existentially respond to the changing nature of employment, and, how we might best make this transition given the breadth of this near overwhelming challenge now already upon us. Without a doubt our attitudes towards the very nature and necessity of work will need to change (just as our attitudes have evolved before and after the recording of history). To some extent a new social contract will also need to be drawn up, debated, and, when deemed appropriate, adequately and appositely instituted. (35)


In essence: We can note a number of important points, namely, 1., there can be no realization of personal ambitions and social aspirations without some form of mutual dissemination of power through others. That we are absolutely beholden to others as much as they are beholden to us! 2., that all ideological patterns of behaviour are a de-centering of the disciplined prospects where all such distorted performances are observed. 3., that major discourses need to be both undermined and replaced by other more positive, i.e. beneficial, novel major discourses, but, the double nature of this process can be circumvented through an existential re-construction of that prospect in question. I.e., through a refocusing on the relationships in question in such a manner so as to existentially promote the creation, preservation, conservation and meta-conservation of associated patterns of valuational formation.
 4., that both neo-liberalism and communism, or excessive forms of socialism, are distortions of the political-economy and hence our need to observe their disciplinary presence/s in the political-economy. 5., that neo-liberally oriented phenomena are more the expression of a neo-liberal condition, namely, a republican-like singularity. 6, that neo-liberally induced phenomena will parallel the course of other neo-liberally induced phenomena as witness the apparent parallelisms that can be discerned between America, Australia and other developed, mature democracies. 7., that such observations and recognitions should stand us in better stead when recognizing and re-normalizing neo-liberally oriented policy settings and their induction of an overall neo-liberal condition (despite the obvious specificity of different political-economic situations). 8., furthermore, therefore, it behooves us to recognize this neo-liberal condition, and, that it is often closely associated with other adversely oriented phenomena such as, e.g., non-social inclusivity, demagoguery, extremism, racism, anti-feminism, etc., and, 9., find resilience, resistance, along with the courage to positively exercise patterns of behaviour that verse and positively re-direct, incrementally, the course of such adverse neo-liberal policy settings that induce this deplorable adversity so intimately associated with the over-promotion of a neo-liberal philosophy, or, rather, ideology. (36)

5.    Provisional Conclusions, Observations and Comments


In essence: there is an urgent need for the existential re-constitution of all relatively de-centered political-economies currently subjected, incrementally, to a relentless, ongoing process of neo-liberal redirection. In the light of this observation, and ‘apprehension’, there is an existential need for recognition, resilience, resistance, reversal and/or re-direction (of such policy settings) and (fundamental) re-organization (of the relevant political institutions in order to circumvent, e.g., distortions arising from excessive donations, forms of non-compliance, non-separation and non-insulation of governments from vested interests, etc.) because, at the end of the day, those governments will cease to represent their citizens and be captured by those same vested interests it has become beholden to… with deepening disenchantment… with a further destabilization of the democratic life-world through the manipulations of demagogues, etc. (In the course of my ensuing essay
) let us also address this important aspect of this issue and find what viable forms of redressment can be found to hand! Without a doubt such a course of rectification and re-normalization
 must be incrementally discharged, democratically based, politically engineered, rendered economically viable, seen as critically self-sustainable through being enacted in an evidence-based environment, and, existentially oriented through our returning an emphasis on the engaged nature of our relationships!
 Without a doubt, if there is no democratically inspired existential re-direction of policy settings, inevitably, we will meet with the disruption of ‘revolution’ (which is no substitute for a successful process of ongoing evolution in harmony with the specific nature of that political-economy in question).
 That the international political-economy also needs to be approached in a manner that demonstrates a certain necessary degree of responsive authenticity, i.e., through enacting our international responsibilities by supervising our international relations in a similar existential manner (through collectively prioritizing all our relationships qua relationships vis-à-vis the apparent totality of those same relationships in order to better discern such responsibility). (37)
Thence this pursuit, in the confines of this Pre-Introduction, of the theoretical, practical and critical dimensions of our topic being “an introduction to the political-economy and the critical examination of the subsequent, adverse nature of the phenomenon of a neo-liberally inspired ideology when it is found to be relentlessly promoted therein”….
 (38)








          Noël Tointon, Leura, 29.12.16.

� 	8 January 2017. We also need to note that neo-liberalism is associated with other phenomena.


� 	Along with all other ideological forms of de-centered disruption.


� 	Life-world with no capitals; neither ‘L’ nor ‘W’ in order to differentiate minor and major life-worlds from the transcendental potentiality-actuality of the ‘Life-World’ in whose potentiality-actuality the former find their existences, our existence and our engagement therein before-others, with-others.


� 	Refer to the recent article in The Guardian by Robert Shiller; Why did US voters back Trump? Economic powerlessness. Link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.theguardian.com/business/2016/nov/22/why-did-americans-support-trump-economic-powerlessness" �www.theguardian.com/business/2016/nov/22/why-did-americans-support-trump-economic-powerlessness� 


� 	‘Style’ can be defined as ‘the distinctive manner of resolution adopted…’ In 2016 I have written books dealing with politics, economics, neo-liberalism, policy formation and stylistics (in four books). For more information on these topics the reader can refer to the same via the (first) link indicated by an ‘*’.


� 	The extent criticism impinges on management, and, management observes critical input in the ongoing light of evaluation and comparative re-evaluation (assuming, hopefully, that an evidence-based policy formation is being observed in some form or other; be that formally or through default). Another aspect of stylistics is compliance. i.e., modes of enforcement in the adherence of policy settings within guidelines explicitly and/or implicitly predefined.


� 	George Monbiot; : Neoliberalism – the ideology at the root of all our problems; in the Guardian 15 April 2016. Link: � HYPERLINK http://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/apr/15/neoliberalism-ideology-problem-george-monbiot ��www.theguardian.com/books/2016/apr/15/neoliberalism-ideology-problem-george-monbiot� 


� 	Noël Tointon; At What Cost? The Political-Economy? An Extended Introduction: A Criticism of Neo-Liberal Ideology, and, an Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy; paragraph 52.


� 	Along with a more positive re-evaluation of monopolies (in whatever form they arise?).


� 	An ‘observation’ noted by Joe oc Hockey in his speech prefacing the Federal Budget 2014: “We are a nation of lifters, not leaners.”


� 	Here, in contrast to the neo-liberal condition, as a manifestation of a republican singularity, we can juxtapose the communist or socialist condition/s as the manifestation of what I am tempted to call a socialistic condensate through invoking a parallel to the scientific concept of a Bose-Einstein condensate (where, at extremely low temperatures, all the elements in that relationship are in an observable state of near uniformity as if that state itself were entirely one single particle given its primary expression is representative of that holistic state of affairs. Refer to the Wikipedia article titled: Bose-Einstein condensate).


� 	Governments can create inflation, sell bonds, print money, oversee forms of quantitative easing, etc., unlike the powers of a household or of a business (to a lesser extent, where the latter can create financial instruments like bonds, shares, etc.)


� 	Donald Trump’s companies have declared bankruptcy more than four times. Refer to the political fact check by Linda Qiu on Tuesday, June 21st, 2016. 


Link: � HYPERLINK http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/2016/jun/hillary-clinton/yep-donald-trumps-companies-have-declared-bankrupt/ ��www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/2016/jun/hillary-clinton/yep-donald-trumps-companies-have-declared-bankrupt/�


� 	Various figures are quoted from 4 to 14 billion dollars. 


� 	Refer to the article in the Guardian, by George Monbiot, 30 November 2016 titled: Frightened by Donald Trump? You don’t know half of it.


� 	Ibid, E.g., Scott Pruitt, a climate change sceptic, has been put in charge of the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) (and is currently suing this same body over the Clean Power Plan). Trump’s business and political connections with those in industries directly related to fossil fuels should also be noted. 


� 	E.g., refer to the article in the Guardian, by Robert Shiller, 22 November 2016 titled: Why did US voters back Trump? Economic powerlessness.


� 	In truth neo-liberal policies affect all strata of society and CEO’s can be laid off as easily as non-CEO’s, etc. Moreover, an increase in the numbers of those who are unemployed and homeless, etc., only make it harder for those who are already suffering such levels of economic disenfranchisement, disempowerment and alienation to find some form of either short-term and/or long-term relief and redress.


� 	Some economists, e.g., Ross Gittins, economic reporter for Fairfax. Refer to, e.g., Sydney Morning Herald; Many guesses why productivity may have stopped improving, 3.12.16. 


Link:  � HYPERLINK http://www.rossgittins.com/2016/12/many-guesses-why-productivity-may-have.html?m=1 ��www.rossgittins.com/2016/12/many-guesses-why-productivity-may-have.html?m=1� 


� 	Ross Gittins; ‘Growth and jobs’: the numbers that debunk a company tax cut; Sydney Morning Herald, 28.5.16. Link: � HYPERLINK http://www.google.com.au/amp/s/amp.smh.com.au/business/the-economy/growth-and-jobs-the-numbers-that ��www.google.com.au/amp/s/amp.smh.com.au/business/the-economy/growth-and-jobs-the-numbers-that�-debunk-a-company-tax-cut-20160527-gp572e.html?client=ms-android-telestra-au


� 	How else can we account for a comment, pronounced by the then Prime Minister, Tony Abbott, that “coal is the future, good for humanity..!”? In a speech reported on October 13, 2014.


� 	Some of these ideas, to this point, and those following, are taken from my recent book of eight political essays titled: Politics as the Art of the Realization of the Possible.


� 	A point I have argued elsewhere.


� 	Of which this brief essay forms a Pre-Introduction to the essay that alluded to in its main title.


� 	‘Rectification’ dealing with a reversal of negative influences, and, ‘re-normalization’ positively re-directing beneficial, non-adverse courses of restoration (in valuation formation).


� 	Through critically cultivating the valuation formation at the center of our relationships through the overall creation, preservation, conservation and meta-conservation of those relationships.


� 	Hence a series of ‘r’s’: i.e., existential re-constitution through recognition, resilience, resistance, reversal/re-direction, re-organization (and redressment through rectification and re-normalization), internal and external responsibility, or, we will find that we will also have to add ‘revolution’ to this same list!


� 	Incremental addition and/or subtraction of inputs, in a certain system, inevitably reaches a point of chaotic bifurcation and re-direction (be that system psychological or non-psychological in orientation, and, where, in the former, some form of habitually redirected, pre-organized, relatively non-existential responsiveness/non-responsiveness could be enacted at the relative expense of that relationship in question).





