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Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy

Through Engaging its Malcontents

And Promoting its Progressive Proponents

Overall Motivation Expressed in a Hypothetical Thought Experiment:

Questioning How A Major Party Might Recapture the Votes of

Discontented Voters?

iv.  Post-Introduction*

This post-introduction explores, as a hypothetical thought experiment, how major parties, on the Australian political landscape, might be able to recapture the votes of discontented voters? (0)


I happily admit to being a Green supporter with sympathies towards Labor. However, ideally, I would prefer to be a Centrist although recognize the fact that a politician must pragmatically capture the real center before returning the political landscape back towards an objective sense of an existential center.
 (1)


In the last Australian Federal Election, 2 July, 2016, all three major parties lost voters to parties like Pauline Hanson’s One Nation, the Nick Xenophon Team and so on. Now, if the Australian Greens see themselves as a ‘protest party’ why then did these ‘disenchanted‘ voters make their apparent ‘protest’ elsewhere? Of course this idea of writing off one third of the electorate
 as just ‘making a protest’ is far too sweeping as a generalization and could not be representative of the complexities behind such an ongoing political trend. Indeed, let us ask just what is happening to motivate people to send their vote towards such minor parties at the expense of all three relatively major parties?  (2)


In the Pre-Introduction I introduced the possibility that economic disempowerment, considerably instituted and exacerbated by incrementally promoted neo-liberal policy settings, is a substantial reason why we find such voter disenchantment with major parties given their apparent acceptance or promotion of such policies. In the light of this tentative insight, the implication that might be drawn is that in reversing these adverse preconditions such discontentment would diminish, voters would naturally return once again to the main parties and all will be well in the mature world of this great Australian democracy. But, this recipe for the diminishment of voter disenchantment, of course, is too simplistic to merely accept and demands qualification and much closer scrutiny. (3)

*For the latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html
In that same essay I then analyzed this ‘economic powerlessness’ in temporal and relative terms as ‘past inequity, present dis-equity and potential future non-equity’. I.e., respectively, resentment that in terms of inflation wages have not kept their parity in real terms and/or equivalent skills have found a decline in the levels of recompense for labour undergone, etc; current anxiety experienced in the expected light of imminent restructuring and/or a downgrading of pay rates for similar levels of skill realized through the re-writing of job descriptions, etc; and, future fears that even one’s vocation is going to survive accelerated processes of both digital and non-digital forms of disruption already reconstituting and reconfiguring the traditional fields of employment in education, media, manufacturing, service industries, retail, etc,
 indeed, across most of the economy.
 (4)


If you feel devalued or progressively disvalued then obviously this is going to effect your sense of self-esteem. If you are worried about getting a job or keeping the job you have, or, despair at ever finding a job that better values your employment; find your finances in a perilous state; anxious about finding accommodation or being able to keep the accommodation you already have, for whatever reason, then, quite naturally, you will not find the emotional tenor of your current existence to be ‘enchanted’ to say the very least. Then, on the top of such foundations, or lack of them, we have the cares and concerns of family, health, education, nutrition, violence, crime, drug addiction, and so on.  What ramifications have such complex and demanding inputs on the quality of your most important relationships, and vice versa? Or, would it not be more the case, under the ensuing adversity of such conditions, that your opportunities to meet, engage, develop and enrich the qualities of those ensuing relationships would be severely diminished? Taking an a priori attitude toward such difficult circumstances, as our provisional entry point, what are the basic inputs that careful-listening and well-meaning politicians should be addressing? Here, let me list relationships, employment and/or pensions, accommodation, health and education. Perhaps, once these more fundamentals concerns are properly addressed do politicians then deserve to spend more time on other issues, no doubt refracted through the lens of the former, like crime, terrorism, social disadvantage, transport… and, then, and only then, all the other rarefied, misplaced and interminably displaced debates politicians seem so happily to be forever engrossed in at the expense of dealing with the immediacy of more pressing matters…
 (5)


And the most pressing matter of all!? Political reform! The mindless, unstoppable descent into neo-liberal policy settings and their ensuing adverse ramifications for society… needs to be immediately addressed and adequately redressed, indeed, successfully reversed and replaced by a more existentially attuned vision of society… (6)


Such an attitude for reform needs to be felt, profoundly experienced. Be that through either actual or virtual re-living of the lives of both ourselves and others. Optimistically, in many corners of our current Parliament such a general need for reform has been expressed. Unfortunately, political institutions, like all institutions, more happily proceed in a direction already mapped out for them… by themselves, for themselves. Indeed, institutional habits die hard. Like turning a super-liner around it needs to be well-thought out, properly managed, and, in the non-confined ‘confines’ of a large space appropriate for such re-direction.
 In the political sphere this is in the breath of the democratic arena which proceeds beyond the literal gates of parliament and is realized through a skilful dialogue led by real leadership and vision; i.e., political ‘visibility’. On the other hand, without the ongoing resolution of a process of evolution there is, inevitably, revolution. If the current trend in mature democracies is to see a further, ongoing weakening of established parties and their replacement by demagogues leading minor parties, and their ‘issues’ only, then democracies as we know will change… and, without vigilance, mutate… as the lessons of history so aptly teach us if we were to reflect upon the plentiful, sad and horrendous pages of such experience… some of which are still with us… (7) 


But, politics also needs to address and redress those issues beneath the reconfigurations (and disfigurations) of these primary issues of our current instutionalized attitudes towards ‘relationships, employment and/or pensions, accommodation, health and education’… because over the longer term we need to turn such attitudes around, see the collective error of our ways, and, re-invest in an enriched sense of community that recognizes that all of our personal ambitions and social aspirations can only be better realized through the mutual cooperation of others… in a revitalized sense of community! (8)

Who are we, where have been… to not see through such superficial statements that ‘we only rise through our own self-efforts’?? How blind is both that other person and ourselves for not realizing and stating the fundamental fact of our existence with others is that self-initiative is important but an insufficient condition if we cannot elicit the beneficial help of others, and v.v… and, in turn, cannot proffer such help when we are called upon in this world of eternally arbitrated and re-negotiated expressions of desire? (9)


An appreciation of the adverse ramifications of a relentless neo-liberalism is a first step on this path of democratic reform. As well we need to recognize the strange bedfellows that will congregate in the social turbulence of its wake. Then, the very pre-conditions for a neo-liberal agenda have to be turned around by directly experiencing the inevitable results of such an anti-social trajectory, recognizing the root causes that have overseen the entrenchment of such a hidden agenda… enriching its active malcontents and impoverishing its passive malcontents… the latter who deserve to be respectfully listened to. At root, political reforms need to be instituted that reverse such trends. In this regard the rules of donations need to be urgently changed. Politicians should be not be listening to they who pay them, or, perhaps, only their parties, through such donated largess. All need for such donations should be removed from the political landscape full-stop. Donations should be capped at some minor amount and immediately registered in some form of online notification (and, thereby, obviating anxieties re foreign donations). Governments also need to ensure, through transparency, that a profound degree of separation and insulation is in place between their government and all forms of lobbying, etc. But these concerns will be examined in depth in the course of my extended essay. (10)


Of pressing concern, neo-liberal policy settings also need to be both recognized and reversed. Short-sighted funding cuts should also be re-considered in a context where budgetary issues are better re-engaged, center-stage; in such a manner that more important positive contributions to the bottom line be envisaged and enacted when deemed appropriate (admittedly, in both expedient financial and political terms of reference). Again the broad outlines of such concerns will be dealt with in my central essay. (11)


Now, back to my hypothetical thought experiment. How should the Greens go about their politicking in order to capture some of these so-called ‘protest’ votes from such discontented malcontents; these economically impoverished citizens whose socially derived self-esteem is subjected to the cold rigours of a seemingly uncaring society led by a class of professional politicians who seem to be only looking after themselves, and their own kind, along with they who financially support them, overtly or covertly, whilst in government, and, often, when out of government? Of course in the Australian context we could just as easily substitute for the Australian Greens the Labor Party or the Coalition of the Liberal and National Parties. (12)


I am sure members of the Greens have been listening to the concerns of their electorates like other candidates from any other party. They even have policies that progressive politicians, all along the political spectrum, have been espousing for years such as, e.g., donation reform, greater political transparency, a federal equivalent of the Independent Commission Against Corruption as instituted in NSW, etc., etc. So, why has this party not been able to cut through to this disgruntled demographic and secured some of their votes? Or, equally, why have the major parties loss ground in this same area of political contention? Or, perhaps just as importantly, why are the demagogues, minor parties and notable independents taking this territory… so quickly and so easily? Why this demagogic populism when the interests of these candidates rarely coincide with their voting electorates? Pauline Hanson may well be a racist candidate, or, at best, a candidate with only racist implications, and, yet, I am sure most of her voters are not racists! We all have our prejudices but most would not wish to express them. It is my belief that evidence would show that those members of the public are generally no more racist or non-racist as any other members of their communities. That all of us also know, at the very least, that just a few, well-publicized bad apples should not mean that all apples from that same apple tree should be rejected… and that a general disgruntlement is at work and not an obvious racism per se or a media whipped up fear of immigrants or so-called ‘boat peoples’ and so on? Understand, and manipulate, the emotional dynamics of this cohort of voters and you could well win the next election… unfortunately…. (13)


Somehow, it behooves a committed politician, with their heart in the right place, and not an interest in their pocketbook, to re-badge these democratic reforms in such a fashion that communicates such earnest intent in a truly insightful manner. But such aspirations are long-term. Short-term issues also need to be meaningfully addressed and, when and where possible, meaningfully redressed. Sometimes a politician may fail, but, is also given a revitalized semblance of political capital
 because the public knew what they were trying to do, saw that they exhibited real care and concern for their electoral constituents; be that of their electorate or of those beyond their electorate… and tried to do something truly worthwhile..! (14)


Philosophers dealing with the resolution of social issues also need to take note, and, take heed of this dictum “that insight needs to be shared”… and that when it can be shared it must be insightful… and meaningful! For how else could such ‘insight’ be memetically transmitted?! Indeed the passage of all communication takes this same form, namely, the resolution of the presented question set up and put in place through the proposal of a solution that appears to proffer a sense of resolution in a dissolution of that problem that sets up such a ‘transmission’ although understanding itself is not transmitted. This semblance of ‘transmission’ being set up through the creation of a state of alignment between that being communicated and that understanding as arrived at by those successfully engaged in such a virtual ‘transmission’. That only when such alignment is in place do we have real communication! The elaborate machinery of… information, encoding, emission, reception, de-encoding, etc., does not directly contribute to communication until this necessary state of alignment is progressively found realized and confirmed through such ‘insightful’ recognition. (15)


At some stage I, too, will also need to take such techniques of effective communicative understanding onboard. One can do this by “putting flesh on facts” by personalizing the abstract, and, by “putting motion back into emotion”… through re-discovering an existentially oriented motivation to incrementally re-direct patterns of social behaviour in a more positive direction… both for oneself and for others! Successful politicians have learnt these lessons. However, hopefully, they are both well motivated and insightful of what needs to be done in order to address and redress both the causes and root causes of such voter disenchantment ensuing from ‘our electing to suffer’ a neo-liberal condition or disposition, be that actively instituted and/or passively accepted. Unfortunately, other political actors are either a demagogue leading lemmings over a cliff or just one more professional politician merely seen to be doing their job but little else..!! (16)

Hence some of the motivations that are inspiring me to work my way through the writing of this extended essay... (17)



 Noël Tointon, Leura, 1.1.17. 

� 	As argued in my set of eight political essays titled: Politics as the Art of the Realization of the Possible. Refer to the first essay.


� 	I.e., those voters who don’t vote for the two major parties of the Coalition or Labor, but, instead, vote for the Greens, a minor party or an independent. 


� 	I am reliably informed that the vocation of a choreographer is relatively safe along with some jobs in upper management, creative pursuits or those that involve  degrees of dexterity, e.g., trades, cleaners, etc.


� 	Non-digital disruption occurs when a monopoly or a non-monopoly is disrupted through new technologies with or without digital assistance. E.g., the uptake of solar power and wind power equally diminishes need for power to be generated through the utilization of fossil fuels, and, solar power with the advent of improved battery storage has the potential of circumventing the electricity grid as well. Similarly, premises that collect and store their own drinking water, etc., can circumvent water utilities, etc. As for digital disruption, the list is unending. A number of futurists are even arguing that many vocations will basically disappear given their replacement by expert systems, robots, automation, voice recognition, etc. 


� 	Like debating whether a plebiscite for marriage equality is needed when it could be just enacted and, thereby and therein, legislatively harmonize our international treaty obligations. Like the trivial debates of over 13c of the Anti-Discrimination Act. Without proffering advice on how to strengthen such a worthy objective. Or, e.g., the considerable wasteful expenditure involved in an ongoing partisan union bashing when the laws already on the books should be better enforced, etc. Indeed, money spent on a broad spectrum establishment of a non-partisan oriented process of enforced compliance could be well-spent in fields from taxation to financial products, from detecting and fining employers who do not correctly pay their employees to the seemingly endemic and politically ‘invited’ corruption of property developers, etc.


� 	I make a distinction between iterative ‘redirection’, more of the same, and re-iterative ‘re-direction’ which involves an element of chaotic re-direction towards a novel, perhaps unexpected, direction or set of directions.


� 	The topic of political capital is examined in my recent set of eight political essays titled: Politics as the Art of the Realization of the Possible. Refer to the eighth essay: Part VIII.





