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A Philosophy of Innovation: Outlining a Phenomenological Approach to This Topic as well as Exploring Trends in a Futuristic Context 

(Based on Research as Outlined in My Third Critique of Neo-Liberalism)?

Introduction for an Open Forum at The Continental Philosophy Group
*


In this paper I will be exploring two themes, namely, what is the nature of innovation, and, how we might go about trying to understand where the direction of future innovations might appear to be heading?? (0)


The word ‘innovation’ is much invoked but whose nature is little appreciated. Indeed, so misused is this expression that this trendy political concept has recently taken on negative connotations that now undermine its future invocation. In a world where the very concept of ‘work’ is undergoing a radical transformation in the face of recent innovations like, e.g., AI, robots, driverless cars, and so on, that people are quite rightly fearful for their future welfare if the scope for meaningful work is to be severely curtailed. Especially in a world where professional politicians bicker about small-minded things, or themselves, and do not seem to be urgently addressing this spectre of an imminent flood of change in the workplace, etc. In this precarious light of lowered, pessimistic expectations, exacerbated in this ruthless and inequality driven atmosphere of neo-liberal exploitation, what have people to fear but the very presence of innovation itself? (1)


In my Third Critique of Neo-Liberalism
 I have had to address both the nature of innovation and its cultural reception given that my political-economic manifestoes promote an urgent need to be receptive to beneficial forms of innovation as one very important avenue of addressing and surmounting the adverse ramifications of an all pervasive neo-liberal ideology continually undermining the relational health of our democratic life-worlds. Such an ideology, as a reaction, is also fueling various forms of counter-productive populism and demagoguery given disenchantment and disgruntlement with such seemingly self-evident, adverse, current, political-economic trends. (2)


My political-economic manifestoes
 are structured on four observations, namely, a need for a comprehensive political reform of donations; a need for greater degrees of transparency, accountability and responsibility in the political-economy; a need to redress all forms of neo-liberally induced adversity; and, a recognition that in the face of change we must learn to innovate in ways that expedite a beneficial transformation of social change.
 (3)

*For the latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html

Briefly, let me note the phenomenal-phenomenological nature of innovation, and, then, imaginatively visualize how innovations are possibly going to re-construct our world as lived. (4)


I will then end with some provisional reflections on the ramifications of such tentative speculations. (5)

1.    The Nature of Innovation? 


The subtitle is posed as an implicit question, namely, “what is the nature of innovation as seen through phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential lenses???” (6)


In my examination of intentional formation, I have come to see all texts as informed by their associated meta-texts. I.e., meta-textual instructions that construct that thought to be of a certain kind. I.e., out thinking is necessarily structured through the meta-textual conventions of what it means for a certain set of thoughts, and their textual depositions, to be of a certain kind. E.g., to write a letter I must already know what it means to both write and read a letter. In other words, I must have inter-subjective cultural access to this genre of behaviour, both performative and informative in intentionally directed engagement, that allows me either to write and/or read a letter, or, at its very least, recognize that the text I find to hand is either most likely a letter or not a letter. (7)


Such meta-textual necessity demands that my recognition of a letter, say, a handwritten note from a friend, implies my having this meta-textual concept in order for such recognition to occur. Moreover, this genre of behaviour is also inserted into our cultural mapping of the world to the extent that I recognize this letter or note as a ‘text sent from one friend to another’, i.e., as in the sub-genre of a ‘letter sent from one friend to another’; and, as a ‘written text in a literary world of texts’, etc., i.e., as occurring in the super-genre of ‘the world of literary texts as understood in general’. That, in effect, the way we linguistically divide our world is also our cultural mapping of this same ‘world’ as more or less mutually understood. Indeed, on such grounds we can communicate, and, in the light of commonly understood phenomena move from one world to another through forms of translation. (8)


Now the important point to understand is this, namely, that we cannot think thoughts that are absolutely original since we can only think thoughts through a reinvocation of such meta-textual genres already to hand. On the other hand, this does not mean all form of intentional iteration are strictly and absolutely reiterated without any degree of change. Such mental appropriation is enacted through a process of reappropriation that is both adoptive of the genre in question and adaptive of the same in the light of its current specificity. As a child, e.g., I was told to shake this person’s hand, and, then, at a later point in time, this other person’s hand, etc., and so on. Through such instruction and observation, etc., I eventually learnt that there were different occasions when I was expected to perform this process of shaking hands, and, that some of those occasions might be of a different type. So, when being introduced to a person the expectation often imposed by that situation was that I would shake that other person’s hand. Or, when we were successful on the polo field, members of the opposing team would shake our hands as a sign of our superior sportsmanship, or something similar to that effect. (9)


Hence this necessary adoption and adaptation of meta-textual genres. (10)


Innovation is to be understood in a similar manner. Basically, it is the adoption of a seemingly relevant genre conventionally already found to hand and its relatively radical tweaking through some form of a non-customary transformation. Such a transformation is incremental and minor in nature, but, with ramifications that are either considerable or insignificant or disruptive of its ensuing performance. Imagine the relatively recent innovation of ‘sliced bread’. In small groceries and delicatessens, etc., about six decades ago, whole loaves of bread were sliced on the premises of sale if requested. Now, imagine if bakers sliced bread in their bakeries and then merely attempted to delivered the sliced loaves that resulted. Such an innovation by itself would be totally disruptive of the delivery process. Sliced loaves of bread would be very difficult to deliver unless another innovation was to follow, namely, the wrapping of those same loaves of sliced bread. Then those wrappings could be labeled contributing to a branding of product, etc. Then governmental regulations were later imposed on such advertising in order to truthfully disclose the actual ingredients that went into the baking of those wrapped loaves of sliced bread, etc.
 Or, in a similar vein, imagine shaking hands in a situation of introduction where one party merely offers one or two fingers to shake, or, where one party were to excessively shake the hand of the other person either with great force and/or over a long, extended period of time. In other words, genres must also have expected limits imposed upon their range of operation. (11)


We could perceive, therefore, meta-textual genres of behaviour as both actively inscriptive (and therein making a ‘text’ or a ‘set of texts’) and/or as passively interpretative (in which we attempt to understand, through recognition, both which type of genre is in play and its apparent cultural import). (12)


We could also perceive, therefore, such intentional genres of behaviour as recipes for either engaging in their ‘written’ performances and/or in the ‘reading’ of their interpretations of their apparent import. ‘Recipes’ imply certain predefined sequences of behaviour. That mistakes that arise in a process of invoked reiteration, in their ‘written’ replication and ‘read’ interpretation, would take a particular variety of sequential possibilities; given that such genres are sequentially mapped forms of behaviour. (13)

Such sequential mistakes, as examined elsewhere, take three fundamental forms, namely, mistakes in the process of sequencing and/or mistaken execution of those individual sequences and/or mistakes arising through the confusion of genres.
 E.g., respectively, in the making of a cup of tea with a tea-bag, pouring hot water into a saucer because you have not yet placed the cup there; or, spilling the water over the cup through not correctly pouring the hot water; or, inadvertently putting a tea-bag into the toaster instead of the cup (as an example relayed to me by one of my friends). (14)


In the light of the above, we should see that an examination of innovation would most likely involve an appreciation of genres to hand that might be relevant in this intended or executed process of innovation; a virtual exploration of their sequential performance in order to understand where we might successfully tweak such operations; and, an anticipated appreciation of the ramifications of this innovative tweaking of their performance in order to envisage immediately presenting implications and/or future consequences. In this regard, in an appreciation of such anticipation, we need to discern between those operations that are relatively non-chaotic in direction and those that are relatively chaotic in direction, and, whether the former or latter contribute either positively, negatively and/or neutrally to a delivery of an ensuing value formation (envisaged in either general, particular and/or specific terms of reference
). (15)


In a relatively non-chaotic event, output, more or less, it is proportional to input and of a similar nature. In contrast, a chaotic event is relatively non-proportional in output and incurs a relatively different set of ramifications (divided between present implications and/or future consequences). All intentionally directed events are arrived at through iterative, incremental reiteration that is either non-chaotically redirected (through similar incremental patterns of ‘mere’ redirection) and/or chaotically re-directed (through arriving at relatively radical incrementally induced patterns of sheer ‘re-direction where the phenomenal-phenomenological complexion of the event changes in its overall, apparent manifestation). This difference between incrementally non-chaotically oriented ‘redirected’ addition or subtraction of input and chaotically oriented ‘re-directed’ addition or subtraction of input is like ‘the bringing of water to the boil’ and ‘the actual boiling of water’. This apparent transition, incrementally arrived at, is transformational to the extent that a different phase is chaotically entered into when the water starts to boil (or through incremental subtraction, towards freezing point, when we find ice suddenly forms).
 (16)


In a phenomenological examination of positive innovation, that has either occurred or might be induced, we hope to arrive at a process of incrementally chaotically induced ‘re-direction’ that is of a beneficial nature rather than of an adverse nature. In effect, the successful process of innovation involves the addition and/or subtraction of inputs in the sequencing of a genre or mix of genres in such a manner so as to deliver a proportionally greater degree of benefit in valuational terms of reference.
 (17)


Therefore, in the light of the above analysis, we would examine innovation through a multi-focal lens of incremental, sequential, phenomenological processes, through the lens of hermeneutical interpretation of both incrementally organized sequential input and ensuing output in the transition and/or transformation of the former, and, through the existential lens where we explore the valuational impact of the ensuing ramifications as they might be tentatively anticipated, reasonably expected and/or actually observed. (18)


Or, put more simply, which sequences might be profitably tweaked, how those sequences might be profitably tweaked, and, what we might anticipate as the ensuing profitable ramifications resulting from the tweaking of such inputs???
 (19)

2.    Future Innovations?

This subtitle is also posed as an implicit question, namely, “can we successfully foresee future innovations, and, if so, what might they be??” (20)


Can we foresee the future course of events. In a trivial and probabilistic sense this is not impossible. If we see someone walking down a street then we assume they will either travel to the end of that street and then most likely go elsewhere, or, stop at some address along that street, and, then, later travel elsewhere unless, of course, their death was to intervene, etc. If we see people waiting at a bus stop and we know buses do stop at that bus stop and will soon do so we might well consider waiting there to catch the bus if needed; hoping that a small queue might mean that ‘a bus is due to arrive very soon’ (whereas a much longer queue might be read as that particular service has been cancelled, or, that there had been an accident or breakdown or some other reason has delayed that bus, etc.). (21)


Similarly, if an aspiring student goes to university to get certain qualifications we can assume that if all goes well and that that student has the ability to study and studies well that they will eventually attain those same qualifications. Intentions can be virtually realized in the immediacy of the moment, but, enacted non-virtually such processes are both sequentially organized and occur over an anticipated period of time… assuming such implicit genres of behaviour have been suitably conformed with. Given such conformance, we anticipate that such expectations will be met if all pre-conditions and conditions are suitably discharged. The existential value of such behaviour being addressed through an appreciation of its post-conditional e/valuation; i.e., through an understanding that can assess the relative enrichment or de-enrichment to be observed in that relationship in question.
 (22)


However, in any attempt to better appreciate the ramifications of the changing nature of cultural phenomena, either in general, particular and/or specific terms of reference, we have a much greater degree of difficulty in our attempting to discern the eventual course of such phenomena along with any anticipated ramifications that might stem from any possible inspection of relevant past, current and/or future trends that may or may not be currently evident before our present point or points of view. A similar problem arises in any critical attempt to evaluate the historical import of current phenomena that may either be currently perceived or not currently perceived. But as examined elsewhere, this problem is not insurmountable. For a start, I have noted that a statistical preoccupation of current themes or memes may well indicate where our current anxieties lie and where some degree of cultural capital will be consumed, rightly and/or wrongly, in dealing with such issues. Again, another method is to observe both what appears to be certain trends and how those trends, themselves, seem to be trending, and, then, to extrapolate, within a certain degree of error or inverse non-error, as to where such trends might appear to be heading, or, when and where appropriate might later be found anticipated to be chaotically re-heading with a new sense of re-direction, etc. E.g., if unemployment is on the rise then, at some point in time, a greater degree of homelessness might be anticipated, from an appreciation of past experience, by those social services that are already in place to address that social issue (both actively and proactively). (23)


In general terms, we can observe some notable trends already at work in the reconstruction of the political-economy of a number of mature democracies such as the US, Australia, the European Union, etc. E.g., let me mention the concept of convergence where the focii of applications are taking on a more complex appropriation, hitherto, of relatively more discrete applications. E.g., our mobiles or cellphones are ever adding additional apps in order to also act as alarm clocks, television screens, fitbits, encylopaedias, etc., rather than be just defined as simple, mono-functional telephones. Why, e.g., buy a mono-functional CD player, if you were to find one, when our personal computers or television screens can do that and a lot more besides than being just mere computers or televisions. Or, should we treat newspapers as a different and distinct medium from the worlds of television or radio when their Internet websites now have links to videos and audios to accompany their stories, etc? Or, conversely, should we equally view television or radio as different and distinct media from the world of newspapers given their demonstration of media convergence and their inevitable merger with social media as well? (43)


Given the statistical presence of certain current social anxieties, trends like convergence, etc., how might we critically regard the future nature and social impact of innovations so obviously already in play or anticipated? Witness recent developments in AI; robotics; driverless cars, taxis and trucks; additive or 3D printing; voice recognition and synthesis; automatic, real-time linguistic translation; expert systems; social media; Wikipedia; Google; along with other forms of digital and non-digital disruption.
 (25)


With these principles and observations in mind, in the course of writing my Third Critique and examining this topic of innovation in a comprehensive practical sense, I ran the following thought experiments which I shall now quote some key excerpts.
 (26)

Citing this Third Critique:

My twelfth case study will be a text again created by myself that is speculative, hypothetical and virtual for the obvious reasons when examined. There is a classic problem of how do we correlate, e.g., ‘a certain need (a series and/or set/s of needs)’ with a certain satisfaction of that need through the enaction of ‘a certain, suitable response (series and/or set/s of responses)’? I call this ‘a mixing and matching problem’. In response to this I am suggesting the commissioning of a Universal Aspirational Interconnector or UAI. An application that co-opts AI to both semantically read and learn or adjust to both the traditional and fashionable creation of social needs. That people merely have to speak to such an app(lication) (why type when you could set it up for speech recognition) and list your current and/or future aspirations. In our communities, e.g., there are people with many skills and also many people who might like to acquire the same. Here we have the possibility of creating a new form of ‘work’ where people with certain needs can be instructed by people that have already acquired such skills or who can proffer the requisite products and/or services. But, then, why stop at this actively responsive ‘universal university of the Internet’ and extend it to be a market place in a mixing and matching of all forms of aspiration. Here my hypothetical case as follows:

Speculative, etc., Case Study No. 12: Universal Aspirational Interconnector (UAI)

A pig farmer wakes up one morning and decides that he would like a wife, two dozen piglets for fattening, two sacks of heritage potatoes, would like to extend their pine forest, possibly grow truffles and get some advice re same, hire a chef who is an expert in French cuisine, hire also a sommelier, a waiter or waitress, and general cook, as well as acquire the complete works of the American author Henry James. He dictates these aspiration to the application known as a UAI. This application is keyed into an ever-growing data base organized by AI that can semantically categorize and catalogue the various types of aspiration dictated by both its aspirants and possible respondents. Searches are first done in the communal settings of those resident aspirants in an attempt to match local respondents, etc. A nominal fee is paid on the successful meeting of such aspirations for the upkeep of such a system and where a part of that same fee is also passed on as a tax to be paid to local government, etc. Of course, such a system must have certain safeguards that reflect the de-ontological complexion of those communities. So, a contract to kill or be killed would be automatically ruled out,
 the sale of babies would be banned, the commission of hate-crimes would not be countenanced, etc., and so on. Such a collective array of information could be used only for the purpose of statistical investigations as long as each investigation passes certain preliminary ethical guidelines. Similarly, questions of policing would also need to be suitably supervised so that, e.g., political powers can neither use nor misuse such information, etc., etc. [416] (27)


Already society, to a considerable extent, is mixing and matching such aspirations but, unfortunately, on many fronts, such correlations are less efficiently realized if at all through successfully adequate forms of alignment or re-alignment. All genres are adopted and adapted, and, so, in this regard, innovations, as previously noted (in the tenth case study), are more a matter of re-directed forms of re-alignment rather than mere realignment through redirection. If a person desires a cup of coffee they can go to a coffee shop or a shop selling instant coffee, coffee beans or coffee capsules to order to then take this product home to utilize in a form as directed.
 However, if a person were inspired to learn Sanskrit they cannot, normally, just go to a shop in order to avail themselves of the services of a Sanskrit teacher.
 A university is one place. Today, we might find tutorials on YouTube or some other application or program. On the other hand, having access to a UAI, effectively, we do have a one-stop shop so to speak. People could be directed to respondents who are teachers available to pass on such skills, or, a university not too far away, or, various sites on the Internet, or people outside their local community who might be able to act as such skill-providers, etc. Ultimately, the system itself might be able to do this type of skill-providing by acting as a virtual instructor? [417] (28)


We live in interesting times and, perhaps, this idea of a UAI is not that too far-fetched even if currently ‘speculative’ despite being hypothetically possible.
 [418] (29)


But why stop with a UAI… (30)


In speculating on the future course of innovative complexification of the overall economy, as situated political-economically, let me suggest the following provisional directions such complexity might take? Such relatively novel concepts being brought forward as talking points in discussions dealing with the changing nature and role of work, the future meeting of needs through digital forms of mixing and matching. In this regard let me proffer ten topics (the first two having already been introduced). However, more importantly, we should note how these fields of innovation will find an even greater, overall impact through their integrated expression in the political-economy! Let me list them:

1.   U.A.I.

Universal Aspirational Interconnector

2.   U.B.I.

Universal Basic Income

3.   U.C.I.

Universal Communicative Interface

4.   U.D.I.

Universal Denominative Identifier

5.   U.E.I.

Universal Evaluative Index

6.   U.F.I.

Universal Financial Integrator

7.   U.G.I.

Universal Governmental Input(ter)

8.   U.H.I.

Universal Health Instructor

9.   U.I.I.

Universal Insurance Intake(r) 

10. U.J.I.

Universal Jurisprudence Interrogator [514] (31)


Admittedly, this exercise in mnemonic creativity might seem contrived, but, let this scaffolding reveal the likely conclusion or collective end where current trends seem to be evolving towards. I am hoping my reader will understand what is being outlined at which point the reader themselves can decide whether such innovations are possible, likely, useful, or, perhaps, even a threat to civil society and/or the ongoing, progressive enrichment of an overall democratic life-world? [515] (32)

I have already introduced a UAI (U.A.I.) and in many ways, we have such an embryonic facility already to hand through the use of the Internet and search engines like Google or Bing, etc. But, imagine if a Super-Internet were to come into existence that linked all search engines, meta-search engines, data-banks, the so-called Internet of Things, applications; be they for the mobile or cellphone or otherwise, etc.
 Often, in a certain area of human concern, we find multiple apps competing for ‘customers’ where each of those apps have pluses and minuses, but, through non-resolved competition, in effect, merely divide up that niche market and render those apps individually less able to succeed in their particular mission of resolving that classical problem of an exhaustive ‘mixing and matching of information’. Then, also, I have already introduced why the innovation of a Basic Income should be seriously addressed and how such a practice might eventually evolve into a Universal Basic Income. After ‘A’ comes ‘B’, so after ‘B’ comes ‘C’, and, so on. Let me now introduce these eight new innovative paradigms as listed above. [515] (33)


Innovations, I have argued, occur through the realization of a number of minor steps in the relatively non-conventional re-direction of conventional forms of genre and con-textual redirection. Such innovation, therefore, involves either the addition or subtraction of one step in a conventional set of meta-textually formulated sequences, or, the accumulated consequences of a continual series and/or parallel set and/or set/s of such sequences, through addition and/or subtraction, that intentionally re-direct the course of an enacted response. As noted, such consequences might be intended, mis-intended, unintended and/or not intended (the latter happening through coincidental happenstance). Moreover, the point of purposeful innovation is to arrive at a positive or beneficial set of consequences whose investment dividend is greater than the investment input. Normally, we would sweep a courtyard covered in Autumn leaves with a broom and not the head of a broom or through the use of a proverbial toothbrush (where that latter ‘innovation’ in militaristic practice is designed to reinforce military discipline and compliance, etc.). The following innovations are suggested as possible forms of innovation that we will have to confront, and, in political-economic terms of reference, etc., either accept, hopefully, through finding politically acceptable forms of modification or reject through politically instituted forms of prohibition, etc. However, either way, such anticipated innovations needs to be seriously debated and the creation of a social awareness needs to be pre-prepared for the luxury of this debate lest the pace of such innovation accelerate and thrust us more quickly into the necessity of a more immediate set of reflections. Such trends in this innovative ‘mixing and matching of information’ are already with us and hence the following considerations need to be engaged in the here and now of political life (and which our Commission, soon to be detailed, would supply a more formal platform in this regard
). [516] (34)


A UCI is Universal Communicative Interface, i.e., the institution of the means for a universal form of communication that can take place between all individuals across all nations, states and local councils and that such a universal platform would support all forms of electronic communication from telephone to television, from e-books to e-banking, etc., and, moreover, be seen as a human right that should never be absolutely circumscribed.
 [517] (35)


The ramifications of such world-wide interconnection, along with other innovations, will be near immeasurably vast. Some of those ramifications are already with us, some we can see coming and others will come upon us in ways we can barely imagine.
 In part, this specific innovation is already with us… and, soon, at a cost all could afford if not already supported through governmental subsidies or similar. [518] (36)


A UDI is a Universal Denominative Identifier. It is an electronic, Internet connected form of specific identifier that is uniquely the property of that person or non-person being identified. Applied first to living individuals it could also then be extended to dead individuals; organizations; robots; events, court cases, newspaper and their articles; products, services, forms of informational aggregation; countries; ships, cars, planes; galaxies, stars, planets, planetoids, satellites both natural and manufactured, etc., etc. It uniquely identifies and/or supplies an existential description and history of that being identified. The richness of that existential denomination would need to be decided in terms of particular item-types, W.r.t., individuals that might include exact time of birth, location of birth, GPS tracking, financial accounts (major and, perhaps, minor in scale), school qualifications, professional qualifications, immunological history, medical history, a complete DNA and epi-genetic readout, various affiliations, political enrollments, general and/or specific voting records, and, how that person might wish to identify themselves before others… in terms of interests, religious affiliations, organizations belonged to, qualifications and skills aspired after, etc, etc.). Needless to say, such a record, and its recording would need to be seriously debated. We would also need to clearly envisage how privacy settings can be set and those settings enforced. That, such privacy-protected information should also meta-record all forms of access exercised and the nature and scope of the information actually accessed. [519] (37)


Shock, horror… how could we contemplate this thorough, Orwellian tracing out the very course of our supposedly private lives, our confidential interactions with businesses, our postings on social media, and so on? Well, to a considerable extent we are already having that done to us as we course through the various specificities of our existences! The Internet, governments, social media, etc., are already tracking us and recording our unwitting inputs which if aggregated and integrated, would considerably contributing not only identifying us but also describing in minute detail much of our non-virtually enacted and virtually enacted histories. What is being argued as innovative, in this instance, is more the careful and formal integration of this approach. Every page on the Internet is already uniquely identified and such a proposal could well be but an extension of this approach? But, such personal data should be better protected, privacy settings should be in our control, we should be able to review who can and does review such information and how it was accessed (i.e., in general terms of reference only, in particular and broad detail, and/or, or through some form of close specific reading, etc.), and, such information should belong to us and our estate. [320] (38)


Such information could be stored within a relatively unhackable, cryptologically encoded format and block-chained, etc; complete with privacy settings and full unhindered access to ourselves only whilst all other forms of access should be notated in a meta-log noting that such access was undertaken and in what form such access was obtained. E.g., I could envisage an error-detection (and error-correcting) mechanism that those people (automatically) enrolled for a certain election should have their records accessed in particular but non-specific terms of reference in order to determine if they voted in that election in order to cross-check if the tallied number of votes seemingly tabled matches this roundabout way of checking the apparent number of voters who apparently voted in this specific election. So, the apparent voting results are tabled and cross-checked with such backdoor access without infringing on the privacy of the voters themselves, but, ensuring in the process that the voting record, essentially, is an accurate one (to the extent that the number of those who voted could be critically assessed as correct). Such error detection could also include random block sampling in order to avoid any form of illegal retabulation of the vote that would make it look like that apparent result was correct. So, the upfront, overt tally might find nine thousand voters voted out of a field of ten thousand and the covert results, from the particular, anonymous interrogation of the unique existential histories of these potential voters also added up to also coincide exactly with the nine thousand votes apparently cast. However, that, alone, would not tell us if the way we think they voted is correctly tabulated in its final overall count. But, as noted, sampling could be done a number of times to see, within the statistical margins of error, that no voting irregularities were to be observed between such samplings and the overall tabulation of that vote.
 [521] (39)


Such an integrated, universal format for identification would need to be seriously debated, yet, such a series of similar identifiers is already in existence. Better, I suspect, to formally institute such a practice with all the necessarily associated safeguards also put in place. One of the questions that would need to be explored would be to what degree different categories should be invested with detail. E.g., GPS readings conducted on our mobiles or cellphones being noted daily, every hour, every few minutes? Then, to what extent should such records be essentialized for later storage, or, indeed, slated for a more complete form of destruction (say, after the death of the individual in question. Or, when the due by date of a product represented in this fashion has expired?). Indeed, a veritable can of worms, but, one that needs to be soon untangled if not actually engaged with right now?! [522] (40)


With an indirect form of access, it might be possible for identification to be achieved in the asking of a certain security question without directly being seen to give the correct answer. E.g., we could be asked where were we born and where we might like to live. We could type our two answers in in such a manner that like a password they cannot be read by the questioner who then through indirect access for this purpose only then finds out whether our unique identifier actually agrees with those two answers. If agreement is found then those seeking such identification would find a greater level of confidence in this regard (although at no stage am I presenting a process for absolute identificational verification, still, such agreements would practically give us such an identity (to that extent no form of fraud was being perpetuated in that instance
).  [523] (41)


The next area of innovation I will now look at is a UEI, a Universal Evaluative Index. Everything can be given a price and sold, however that price could be positive, zero or negative in scope. E.g., if you were to inherited a cubic meter of books that it seems obvious to you no one is likely to buy then you might have to pay someone to take them away and dispose of them, perhaps by dumping or by pulping. Under such circumstances those books, from your perspective, would then be seen to have a negative price. By ‘index’ is meant the posting of a price be that positive, zero or negative, that others may or may not accept as the starting place for a process of bargaining, or, at least as an expression of interest. In posting tentative price points on this Index for similar items of a similar standard in quality in a similar locality we would get a provisional mapping of the range of prices should such passive points be converted to active entry price points or at least the starting place for a process of bargaining if both parties were to mutually agree to compromise in that manner. Now, if I were to post a passive sell price, say twenty dollars, for my cubic meter of most likely unwanted books I might find a certain range of passive reply points, say, from a pulper of books who wants them for ten dollars, and, a cartage firm who is happy to dump the same for a negative price of ten dollars. I might then go active on this Index exchange and actively drop my price to twelve dollars meaning that should some buyer actively accept my active price point of twelve dollars those books would then be automatically sold. But, say, this pulper of books makes an active offer at eleven dollars and I accept that active buying point then I must accept that those books to have now been successfully sold for eleven dollars. So, in essence, on this Universal Evaluative Index, this exchange for pricing, etc., sales would proceed immediately through the immediate acceptance of actively posted price points, or, tentatively through passive pricing, and, thence, perhaps, non-virtually through the success of an active auction.
 Such an exchange would also suggest a possible range in pricing from noting previous prices; be they passively posted, actively posted and/or successfully transacted. Now, given such a universal application what need would we have for auction houses regardless of whether they operated non-virtually or virtually through the Internet (either in conjunction or not in conjunction with this universal application?)? On the other hand, governments of the countries involved in this process of buying and/or selling, on the part of the locations of the buyer and seller, could be expected to collect a very small fee (much like a Tobin tax) which could be added to general governmental revenues. [524] 

    (42)



Having and suppling a Universal Denominative Identifier would also anchor all transactions between the relevant parties on a firm footing. A basis further assisted by my next innovative universal application, namely, a Universal Financial Integrator. Linking to a Universal Aspirational Interconnector should also facilitate this process of transactive interconnection. [525] (43)


A UFI, a Universal Financial Integrator, is a site where all forms of banking can be arranged either with an independent commercial bank or between such banks, or, within the site itself. Given that all transaction can be neutrally exercised, back to back, then it should be possible to finesse the same outside the commercial banking arena per se but subject to a tax much along the lines of a Tobin tax, i.e., through the deduction of a very small fraction of the transaction and where this fee goes either to the countries of the transactors or the country/s in which it officially occurs within or between. Recorded here can be all financial records, all taxation records, a record of all revenues and expenditures and the quantum of credit available from a commercial bank or some other financial equivalent. Obviously, such records would be assisted through having a dependable, unique and easily accessible individual identifier. [526] (44)


A UGI is a Universal Governmental Input or Inputter. Here can be accessed all governmental services including facilities for the casting of votes; be such constituents currently within their electorates or anywhere else around the world. Voting being founded on an automatic registration dependent upon residency and/or other criteria, access to a unique identifier(UDI) and an ability for an elector to cast their vote regardless of whether they are in that electorate or not at the official time of that election in question. Also, voter would have full access to the policies of candidates and/or parties as well electoral results a short moment after those elections officially finish. This universal application could also be partially or fully linked to other governmental sites in order to transact inter-national forms of political interaction like international pensions, passports, visa applications, residency, migration, etc. [527] (45)


A Universal Health Instructor (UHI) would be a universal application that is both actively instructive in basic medical advice and passively inscriptive of medical records, reports, recommendations, monitoring of medications, etc. At home, in a hospital, clinic or doctor’s surgery medical data could be regularly or continually entered into this UHI as uniquely located through a UDI. Practical medical advice could also be arranged through a UAI. From data provided, an assessment of relative physiological age could be provided that would inform the patient in question as to whether this computation of physiological age noted that they were younger, the same age, or, older than their chronological age. Coupled with expert systems and the notifications of certain illness, an understanding of medical history and the genetic profile, along with the noticing of relevant physiological changes from previous checkups, input, etc., such a system should also be able to give its ‘patients’ a general level of advice along with some measure as to how urgent such advice should be regarded. [528] (46)


A Universal Insurance Intaker (UII) is the automatic enrollment of a suitable level of basic insurance in those fields relevant for the person accepting such miscellaneous forms of cover; be that from general health cover to house insurance, etc. It could be paid for from governmental revenues. This service of supplying a health insurance is better conducted in-house and run in conjunction with public hospitals. The option for an additional private health insurance being made available for those who feel they need to take extra cover, but, again, a small Tobin like tax could be applied in order to help pay for this publicly operated service (in lieu of a consumption tax?). [529] (47)


Our final universal application being a Universal Jurisprudence Interrogator. The expression ‘interrogator’ meaning a thorough interrogation of law, legislation, precedents, opinions, philosophical principles of basic jurisprudence, etc., etc. Linked with a UAI, this application as an expert system coupled with AI, etc., should be able to determine which laws, etc., are relevant once the specific and relevant outlines of a certain potential case are presented or are further supplied upon request made by this same universal application. Given that legal firms are already using such systems, albeit without greater levels of universalization, a potential litigant or defendant could request an interrogation of the parameters of the case in question in order for such a system to determine if such a case could be successfully made in court, possible outcomes, etc. The universal nature of this application should also include the same types of inputs from other national or legal jurisdictions, etc., and, if and how trans-national cases could or should be expedited in a local and/or a non-local jurisdiction, etc. As suggested, coupled with AI, a ‘client’ should be able to enquire from this Interrogator as the relative merits of a certain case being put forward without first having to seek the expert opinion from a lawyer who, these days, may well be depending on just this type of an expert legal system run along similar lines. Such a system should also be able to parse legislation, e.g., in order to determine how semantically integrated and self-consistent it was found to be, and, how coherent it would be given other associated areas of legislation already legislated if that new piece of legislation were to be enacted as it stood, etc. [530] (48)


I have argued that the innovative nature of such universal applications, as recounted above, are conceivable, are somewhat already in place, and, naturally invite the extrapolation of such current trends that seem to indicate we should anticipate this type of end will need to be negotiated, directly and/or indirectly, within the confines of a certain political-economy, and, thence, to our complex negotiations with other political-economies if not all other political-economies. Witness the so-called free trade agreements that have already been negotiated or are still being negotiated.
 That such applicative transformations are already taking place and need to be debated now. That it would be better to formally incorporate the same, with all due safe guards lest, as a fait accompli, we just have to accept their incorporation on their now self-imposed terms of reference (just as current innovations, e.g., like Uber and platforms for temporary rental accommodation like Airbnb, e.g., have, to some extent, been impossible to universally circumvent even if locally proscribed on what may well prove to be only a temporary stop gap basis; given demands from locals and non-locals for such a wider range of choice to be instituted and not proscribed).
 Obviously, a more ordered approach to such innovative patterns of change is better called rather than being merely imposed or temporarily proscribed. Effective negotiations here could well insure a wider range of choice in such fields, but, also coupled with a reasonable preservation of working conditions already achieved in that field prior to such innovative transformations. In this regard, giving workers in a similar field of endeavor easy access to a union and/or an equivalent independent governmental union may well be one option to successful resolve such issues that would arise in these innovative periods of disruptive transformation? [531] (49)


I have briefly outlined, more on an implicit level, a metaphorical history of the economic world and its implied archetypal evolution from bartering… to producing products for sale… to the offering of services… to the advent of an informational era… and, thence, to its innovative informational integration anticipated in my exposition of these universal applications and their effectively predicated integrated interconnection. In the course of these various revolutions the nature of work has changed… and, without a doubt, is in the midst of changing once more as I list once again the more visible causes of concern that focus such societal disquiet, e.g., robots, driverless-vehicles, additive printing, AI and expert systems, the Internet of Things, non-traditional Social Media, and so on… [532] (50)

Obviously, such anticipated disruption needs to be seriously addressed… and a general failure of political leadership, in this regard, is the more prominent through its very absence in being seen to at least start to confront and redress such well-founded anxieties. Often, it appears, our politicians in many democratic countries around the globe are more interested in scoring mindless political points or slogan hunting or socializing with donors and listening to their neo-liberal legislative agenda..? [533] (51)


If we can but perceive a fraction of the inevitable disruption in the train of such universal applications, e.g., etc., as just sketched, as we move into this Contemporary era of an interconnected and integrated informational economy, then let us at least accept that even though innovation is inescapable, still, mounting a credible and responsible engagement, as an authentic response, should be seriously entered into at the highest political levels possible in order to better negotiate the ramifications unleased in the wake of such innovations. [In this regard, I have proposed the Six Commissions already announced that will soon be more closely examined. First, however, let examine the bureaucratic nature of the political-economy through a nine-fold grid that I believe should help us to better navigate the archetypal or characteristic complexities that seem to bedevil our critical appreciation of this political-economic ‘force’ at the center of an overall democratic life-world. Without such an intuitive map, the ensuing negotiations of the less perceptive will forever find themselves bumping into bureaucratic walls for reasons they will not be able to clearly fathom. A condition, I might add, that can apply equally to both the relatively powerless in society and the powerful who try to run amok within the confinement of its institutional corridors… [534] (52)


Like all modes of representation, a map can never absolutely depict the terrain within its apparent embrace. However, armed with an understanding of the limitations of that map it should be able to act as an aid in helping us to navigate that same landscape. In this regard, no one mistakes the map as the landscape in question, and, neither do we mistake the landscape as just a map. Using this map properly, we are then in a better position to navigate this landscape more effectively. But, in this actual act of navigation we also find we will also need to negotiate, from time to time, with the people we meet in the course of this act of exploration. In this regard, that map would have little to offer us. Instead, we might read a guide book that informs of us about local customs, local conventions that are best not infringed upon, etc. In coming to understand the relatively inherent structures of the political-economy we would be better prepared through the reading of a suitable ‘guide book’ rather than trying to read a ‘map’ of the more visible terrain. In this regard, we are more interested in the mindscape rather than the landscape to be found associated with political-economies in general given that such an understanding need not have direct recourse to a specific political-economy in order to appreciate such contours. Of course, rendering the general or particular through the lens of a specific example is a very good way to better illustrate this iterated particularity...] [535] (53)


Obviously, much food for thought… a lot to be digested, but, more than enough to have a better understanding of what democratic life-worlds and the membership of their associated political-economies will have to face to some degree or other. (54)
3.    Reflected-Reflections?


Our final subtitle is also posed as a rhetorical-like question – in the face of such speculations asking “what might we be entitled to reasonably assume is more likely or less likely to occur??” And, how might our thinking on the very nature of innovation itself help us to better appreciate how we should go about positively engaging with this envisaged exploration of our future? To this end let me briefly proffer the following suggestions… (55)


To begin with we should realize that innovation arises through the minor modification of distinct sequential stages in the performance of conventional genres of behaviour that can be found, more or less, already to hand. But the ramifications of such innovative tweaking can be either relatively significant or insignificant in magnitude, and, either positive, negative and/or neutral in value (as discerned through a process of e/valuation of the apparent enrichment and/or de-enrichment of our relationships). (56)


Being aware of these actual or imminent innovative social changes should impel us to engage with their possibilities in theoretical/political, practical/economic and critical/stylistic terms of reference. In complex processes of adoption and adaptation we should seek to change what appears to be relatively adverse and/(or) promote processes of resilience in order to find better forms of accommodation (if a reversal and/or deconstruction of the former cannot be suitably enacted). (56)


Significant positive or negative ramifications of innovation arise through chaotically induced phenomena. Therefore, it is in our interest to promote positive forms of innovation and de-promote negative forms of innovation. Obviously, we need to focus on these micro points of innovation in order to better anticipate these chaotic ramifications; be they either the immediate implications or future consequences of such tweaking. (57)


In the light of such perceptive anticipation we need to ensure that our political institutions are in the best position to positively assist us in crossing this period of transformational-transition. Therefore, it stands to reason, various approaches should be critically explored in order to assist in this political-economic promotion of both positive forms of adaptation and the institution of positive forms of resilience. To this end, all potential candidates in the adoption of positive forms of adaptation or the institution of positive forms of resilience should be explored and neither accepted nor dismissed in any a priori fashion such as, e.g., a (universal) basic wage; a removal of all but micro-donations in our political systems; the promotion of greater degrees of transparency, accountability and responsibility; a radical reversal and deconstruction of relatively adverse neo-liberal policies; a critically respectful attitude towards innovation; and, a critical review of regulations with a removal of their tendency for either over-proliferation or under-representation through the striking of a better, non-ideological balance in that regard (as well noting both regulatory paralysis and ineffectiveness). Just some of my suggestions in this regard, an open-ended list I am sure that could be considerably expanded…. (58)








         Noël Tointon, Sydney, 24.4.18.

� 	13 May, 2018.


� 	Title: A Manifest of Covert and Overt Concepts for the Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy: Exploring Ideas Underpinning the Manifestoes Striking Out and Out Striking Plus a Subliminal Checklist: Acting as a Third Critique of Neo-Liberalism


� 	Striking Out, Out Striking and a Silent Manifesto as a Subliminal Manifesto.


� 	This last phrase making an allusion to a set of essays titled: Transformation through Re-Self-Organization – The Beneficial Engineering of Social Change.


� 	In Victorian times bakers, among many other purveyors of food, were notorious for adulterating bread; e.g., adding plaster of Paris. Especially prevalent when bread was sold to lower socio-economic purchasers; and where a side effect of such adulteration was severe, endemic constipation.


� 	I.e., respectively, mis-sequencing, dis-sequencing, and, contra-sequencing.


� 	E.g., being suitably mindful of other people is a preferred cultural default; that if we can we should feed someone who is hungry; and, feeding this specific person who I perceive to be very hungry and in a position of not being able to feed themselves, etc. By ‘suitable’ is collectively meant ‘properly, appropriately and appositely’.


� 	Using these words ‘chaos/chaotic/chaotically’ in this scientific or philosophical sense rather than in its more conventional sense of sheer disorder, disorganization, etc. Hence, furthermore, my contrast between ‘sheer’ chaotic transformations and ‘mere’ non-chaotic transitions.


� 	‘Valuational’ is a technical term, examined elsewhere, dealing with the sense or ‘identity’ of phenomenological output, hermeneutical meaning as a form of ‘work’, and the apparent meaningfulness of pro-relationally oriented existential ‘value’. 


� 	All best reviewed through an ‘aspirational economy’ as examined elsewhere (as viewed though a realistic phenomenal-phenomenological lens of ‘what’, a pragmatic hermeneutical lens of how, and, an idealistic existential lens of ‘why’).


� 	The word ‘observed’ having both passive and active denotations.


� 	An example of digital disruption can be found in the world of newspapers that no longer need or are sought in a conventional, non-digital format. An example of non-digital disruption can be found in the generation and distribution of electricity given the advent of solar cell power production, battery storage, etc., and the ramifications this has and will have for public power utilities.


� 	The square brackets noting the paragraphs cited.


� 	This reminds me of the following anecdote. I was present one morning in a psychiatric hospital where a nursing report was being handed over and when it was discovered that one of the patients had a delusion that ‘they would be killed’ and where, overnight, we had inadvertently placed in that same dormitory a newly admitted patient whose delusion was that ‘they might kill someone’. Thankfully, most patients do not reveal their delusions to each other (unless floridly psychotic).


� 	The first day I used a tablet, and used a local map, whilst in Kansas City, I was surprised to discover late that night that a laundry was just one block from where I was staying. I had been wondering where I might find such a facility in the course of my travels about the US. I clicked the icon and discovered it was open at 8 am, and, became its first customer of the next day. All too often such needed, relevant information is literally to hand, but, we either overlook it or just find ourselves not aware that it is to hand.


� 	As a humorous contradiction of this observation, I was able to study Sanskrit for many years with my teacher, Brian Parker, in his Katoomba bookshop.


� 	Of course one of the problems with app penetration is either the inability of an app to find universal uptake (with many similar apps filling that field) and/or the universal uptake of an app that seems unable to take on board either the better features of unsuccessful apps that have operated in that same field or a general inability to improve and update the overall usefulness of that same app (often in the light of being a monopoly, subject to commercial distortions and/or no longer being so receptive and adaptable to changing circumstances and needs). As much as such universal hegemony might be desired, still, a digital and non-digital world divided up by major monopolies is unlikely not to be at the expense of the public in some form of the other. On the other hand, what is born or created will die or be neglected at some point in time. In this regard, one can only hope that whatever institutions replace a monopoly are able to do so in a manner that further contributes to overall valuational formation.


� 	The trend imputed here being from individual applications to their effective universalization, then to their integration (among themselves), and, then on to their interconnected integration with all other forms of software, and, where, too, we have the integrated interconnection of most, if not all, forms of hardware as well.


�	The wide-spread ramifications of these innovations might well enter into each and every one of these Commissions, however the Fifth Commission is primarily oriented to explore innovations whilst the First Commission would produce formal recommendations for political, economic and political-economic types of response.


� 	Some relative forms of circumscription might need to be legally imposed when this right is being abused, say, if the person in question was seriously abusing others on the Internet. Political proscription should not be permitted in a democratically oriented political life-world, but, unfortunately, is inevitable in a non-democratically constituted political life-world. Hopefully, means will be proffered where such circumscriptions can be circumvented (as currently occur with VPNs).


� 	I am reminded here of my travels through India, some years ago; where I had an eight-day itinerary to closely adhere to. I had travelled from Patna to Gaya, across Bihar, by bus and had to work out how to get to Bodhgaya from Gaya; about sixteen kilometres away. It was almost sunset and I had booked accommodation in Bodhgaya. Some enterprising people on the bus had asked where I was headed and realizing I needed to get to Bodhgaya had used their mobile to contact a friend or family member with a taxi which I could use to travel that final section of my day’s journey. Travelling across the dry countryside, only a few weeks before the advent of the monsoon, I felt that it would have been very easy to have been murdered for the very few dollars I had left on me. But my companions were much more interested in talking about the latest cricket. Effectively, the innovative use of innovations occurs on a specific level of deployment (and that such an idea is built into a UAI when suitably equipped with AI with a reasonable semantic appreciation of the aspirations of daily life).


� 	In effect, I am arguing that a Universal Governmental Imputer (UGI), soon to be introduced, would depend upon the prior establishment of this Universal Denominative Identifier.


� 	Very creative minds, for good or bad, will try to get around all forms of obstruction. We could imagine someone blackmailing a certain person and through such coercion get them to ‘hand over’ these two security answers, indeed, all security questions that could be asked to that extent this was possible? Then, with such information, proceed to rob the bank accounts of the first person assuming all their finances are integrated under the umbrella of a UFI (Universal Financial Integrator) and the blackmailer knows how to access such accounts, etc. To guard against this form of identity theft, or similar, perhaps we would need to include fingerprint scans, iris scans, etc. Perhaps even using a carefully acquired DNA sample to uniquely define that same person and then to re-verify such identity?


� 	A post transactional period could also be designed in which the funds are held in some form of escrow until a successful delivery is realized and confirmed; when that transaction is successfully completed for all parties?


� 	I would also argue that all free-trade negotiations would be better conducted in an atmosphere of open transparency, limited accountability and full responsibility. Conducted in secrecy, such negotiations have taken on a sinister complexion for many that may well prove to be eventually counter-productive given populists who simplistically condemn such complex negotiations (that, it is true, may not always be necessary fair, free or well-balanced for all the parties concerned).


� 	For a succinct article dealing with this issue of innovative disruption by, e.g., Airbnb and the generally unsuccessful piecemeal approaches to limiting its legal standing in a plethora of jurisdictions, the reader might like to refer to a recent article in The Australian Financial Review, Monday 29 January, 2018, p2, in the regular column headed Page 2 by Jennifer Hewett. This article is titled: NSW dithers while Airbnb grows. The author notes that “As of November, there were more than 120,000 Airbnb “listings” in Australia–up by 40 per cent over the previous year… and nearly 5 million people use the service in Australia.” This article also notes that “The global phenomenon means that there are on average 2.5 million Airbnb stays on any one night around the world out of 4.5 million listings overall.” If people democratically vote with their wallets how could pure proscription ever work? On the other hand, negotiations may well be able to pave the way for more socially acceptable approaches to such a phenomenon. If ‘noise’ or ‘the trashing of premises’ are found to be issues for suffering neighbours then perhaps those same neighbours should be paid for that inconvenience, and, that, ultimately, to that end in mind, the temporary stayers should be charged such a bond that is only returned if such issues do not arise? That, in this regard, perhaps neighbours should also be allowed to fairly rate the staying guests resident in their apartment buildings, an element that would assist hosts, in their choice of future residence, if those same hosts had access to such reviews? The moral here being that once Pandora’s box is opened proscription is nigh impossible, but, in contrast, avenues of negotiation, preferably conducted as early as possible, might smooth the course of that innovative form of disruption! That, in this regard, long-term, a win-win type of negotiated response may well prove to be more effective in redressing such disruptions.





