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2A. Critiquing the Political-Economy
0.    Pre-Introduction 

#The morally blind neither perceive nor apperceive their blindness!# (Ring bell ‘#’)
In my Three Critiques of neo-liberal ideology,
 I noted that such an exploration had to occur in the domain of the ‘political-economy’ with the hyphen; as an account centered in either a political discipline or in an economic discipline would not allow us to understand the full extent and range of such an ideological frame of reference.
 Hence the discipline of the ‘political-economy’ and its subdisciplines of the ‘political’ and ‘economic’. To this I also added a third subdiscipline
 of the ‘stylistic’ domain, i.e., that sphere of interest that is critical of the political-economy and observes to what extent and in what manner political-economic anomalies are resolved, etc. I.e., e.g., as found in the work of a critical political-economist; that managed by business managers over an extended time-frame; how compliance is formulated and executed, and so on. (0)

That the metaphorical life-blood of the political-economy is ‘policies’ and hence the need for policy formation; and, preferably, this should be conducted from an existential perspective!
 In such a sphere the work of an earnest, non-ideologically beholden philosopher would be invaluable. (1)


Hence this background to the following exploration of the economic colonization of the political sphere by neo-liberal ideology and allied ideologies. By ‘colonization’ is meant ‘the expansion of the neo-liberal discourse, as a major discourse, not only within the field of economics, but, also, its pervasion into a number of other disciplines and the consequences this has for how the political-economic lifeworld is to be viewed in general terms of reference…’ but, which also inevitably seeps over into the re-direction of our lives as lived day by day. In parallel to such an expansion, we also find a rampant colonization of the compactual, non-contractual dimension of our overall life-world/s and its subsequent diminution of its relatively existential orientation and complexion. (2)
1.    Introduction


In Jonathan Aldred’s book Licence to be Bad: How Economics Corrupted Us,
 in his general discussion of ‘economic imperialism’, i.e., the extent the discipline of economics, as currently constituted, has influenced the thinking of various political worlds, either wittingly or unwittingly, he noted two propositions at the basis of this expansionism. In a first proposition he noted that ‘economists make the theoretical generalization that all economic interactions are visualized and enacted as a win : win type of situation’; overlooking the all-pervasive presence of exploitation, coercion, the desperation that a worker might experience in being forced to contract out their labour in a market without a living wage, etc. A second proposition, and equally pervasive in a corrupting sense, is that ‘all value is determined by the marketplace by the price put on that specific commodity, service and/or the labour supplied’. Let me restate these two propositions in as simple a propositional form as possible:

1.   All economic interactions are win : win types of events for all directly involved parties (otherwise those arrangements would not be entered into).


2.    In the marketplace, all value is reflected in (the) price (paid). (3)

Translated to a political sphere, what do we find as a consequence of such observed economic colonization? (4)

The unwitting assent being given to these two fundamental propositions; albeit as is to be viewed and expedited in and through a relatively political frame of reference within the relative ubiquity of the overall political-economic life-world, namely, that ‘all political interactions are exercised in a win : win type of situation’, and, ‘the political value of a person or organization is set by the market or in a market-like style of formulation and application’. As a major discourse, this neo-liberal ideological thinking has contaminated the ‘political marketplace’ as well! In other words, certain values have been excessively preferenced and other types of value have been quite severely discounted, if not considerably overlooked. Let me restate these two propositions translated into a political sphere in as simple a propositional form as possible:

1.   All political interactions are win : win types of events for all the parties being directly represented.


2.    In the political-economy, all value is reflected in price.
 (5)


In this short paper, let me now demonstrate this unwelcome aspect, this covert form of economic imperialism, this colonization of the political-economy from the sphere of the economic as exerted under the heavy hand of an all pervasive, neo-liberally influenced ideology. (6)
2.    Exposition

In recent months Australia has suffered from mega-fires, floods, COVID-19 and an ensuing economic recession in the wake of this pandemic. On balance, we must be grateful that Australia is both resilient and resourceful. I believe the current consensus is that we should have gone into lockdown mode sooner, but, that once we did some success has been achieved although tarnished somewhat by some other mistakes made along the way. E.g., hotel quarantine was not properly organized and supervised; a first lockdown was left too quickly at the instigation of business voices and certain politicians who expressed a misplaced concern about a so-called ‘sick’ economy; a lack of personal protective equipment along with a shortage of masks at the beginning of this pandemic… Still, despite my criticisms as expressed here, like I said, Australia has displayed a remarkable degree of resilience and resourcefulness… (7)
(Ring a bell once):

But, as the current Prime Minister, Scott Morrison, has said in Parliament:

We are all in this together…
We will get through this, together, Australia….

(Ring the same bell a second time) (8)

However, the succession of current crises has shone a powerful spotlight on the inequalities of the Australian demographic landscape. The more vulnerable people in society have been the most affected by this pandemic along with its economic downturn. In this regard, on an open-ended list, we would have to put the care of the elderly in nursing homes; people on low incomes living in public accommodation; so-called essential workers who, despite such wonderful rebranding, are usually on or just above the minimum wage; the young already exposed to inadequate levels in employment opportunities; students of all descriptions saddled with both a decline in the standards of instruction and the increasing costs of such education and who, all too often, have to live in crowded rental accommodation; people who cannot work from home and have had to commute long distances on public transport to get to their place of employment; workers in the hospitality industry; indigenous poverty; gender and wage inequalities; people who have retired and trying to live on a rapidly diminishing investment income, and so on… (9)


One only has to remember, recently, that we all saw long lines of people outside a local Centerlink… to find an echo of what our parents and grandparents told us about when they recounted their experiences that they had during the Great Depression…. (10)

The Government, in its wisdom, came to the rescue by rewriting a miserly Newstart with a Coronavirus Supplement as JobSeeker, and, those already recently employed, but in immanent risk of unemployment, were offered an entirely new product called JobKeeper; where employers, who could demonstrate a loss of business income, were paid to pay their staff and themselves a certain amount each fortnight…

(Ring same bell once):

We are all in this together…

We will get through this, together, Australia.… 

(Ring the same bell a second time) (11)

You would think that an unemployed person, even if still ‘employed’ on paper, is just as unemployed as any other unemployed person.
 But, no, in Australia, once known for its lack of a class structure, despite a remnant squattocracy (although somewhat much diminished through episodic droughts and falling real prices for primary produce) now puts an even greater price on the heads of certain ‘unemployed’ persons, or rather, some relatively ‘more privileged unemployed’ people. From the 30th of March 2020 those eligible for JobKeeper were allotted $1,500 a fortnight, and, those already on Newstart were rebranded on the 20th of March as JobSeekers with the old amount of $565.70 plus a Coronavirus Supplement of $500, i.e., $1,065.70 per fortnight. Unfortunately, despite lockdown continuing in Melbourne, Victoria, the fortunes of such folks, starting from the 28th of September 2020, has been revalued downwards with those on JobKeeper now getting $1,200 and those on JobSeeker now getting $815.70 per fortnight. Into this mix a single pensioner still gets $944.30 per fortnight. But, alas, most Visa Holders get nothing along with International Students who were allowed to work 20 hour a week (usually finding part-time employment in the hospitality industry). They did get some advice from the PM that they would be better heading back to their country of origin despite the fees that they had to pay to get to come here along with endless paper work that might well have taken a year and a half to finalize, and, the exorbitant cost often being charged by airlines bumping economy customers for those prepared to pay higher rates to secure a seat in such an erratic market also subjected to quotas and other restrictions, etc. As I noted – an unemployed person is an ‘unemployed person’ like any other ‘unemployed person’, and, without a doubt, subject to all the many difficulties to be faced like, e.g., the costs of accommodation, food, along with all the other charges to be incurred in the course of their lives as lived from one day to the next…
(Ring same bell once):

We are all in this together…

We will get through this, together, Australia.… 

(Ring the same bell a second time) (12)


As I remarked earlier, in this Contemporary era, under the heavy influence of a neo-liberal ideology, we now have the value of an unemployed person expressed in dollars. Depending on the date, in a fluctuating price, somewhere between $1,500 and $0 per fortnight! Currently, from the 28th of September, 2020, JobKeeper Payment is now reduced to $1,200 (if on Tier 1, Tier 2 is reduced to $750), and, JobSeeker is now reduced to $815.70 (with JobSeeker Payment of $565.70 and a Coronavirus Supplement that has been halved to $250.00) per fortnight. Pensioners stay the same. Most Visa Holders and International Students still get zilch! (13)

With a complete lack of charity, in a cold, callous calculation, in an ominous display exhibiting the total lack of a following of intuitively understood rules of hospitality, found at the very center of the Christian profession, and those of other faiths, the newly dispossessed are treated as if they do not exist. Merely advised to return to their countries of origin, or, be left alone and dependent upon their savings, remittances from their families overseas, and local charities, and so forth. Sadly, such a lack of care and concern will poorly serve the future interests of Australia… and, we all remain so quiet, so complicit in this unequal, non-compassionate lottery of life… Why! (14)

First, there were refugees, shamefully treated; then, there were Visa Holders and International Students; so, one must wonder who is next? Obviously, the unemployed, but, not quite so much the ‘more recently unemployed’. Although both have been discounted, no longer so valued as just previously noted… worth $x one day and the next worth even less…

(Ring a bell once):

We are all in this together…

We will get through this, together, Australia.…
(Ring the same bell a second time) (15)


This refrain, as noted, comes from a speech the Prime Minister gave in Parliament on the 8th of April, 2020. In this same speech he also states:
And above all, our sovereignty is sustained by what we believe as Australians, what we value, and hold most dear, our principles, our way of doing things. We will never surrender this. So make no mistake, today is not about ideologies. We checked those at the door.
 (16)

Unfortunately, I dispute this as being the Australian ‘way of doing things’, as Australian ‘principles’ and ‘values’ should be understood. All unemployed people should be treated equally, or at least, such treatment perhaps adjusted only in the light of their individual predicaments.
 In this regard, the Prime Minister deserves a D. But, alas, the silent public, ourselves, as complicit in this, through our sheer silence, can only deserve an F… for not steadfastly and successfully taking him and the Government, indeed, most political parties, to task on this same issue. Why is this anomalous situation not perceived as such is even more worrying? (17)

It would seem that not ‘all ideologies are left checked at the door’ of Parliament! Jonathan Aldred in his book Licence to be Bad: How Economics Has Corrupted Us is right.
 We have all been corrupted by an economic imperialism, a neo-liberal ‘faith’ that treats people with a value only supported by what the political marketplace is prepared to pay!
 (18)

In the light of this observation we should also recognize the sad fact that in the functioning of our democracies all people are not equally represented! As a number of philosophers, economists, even billionaires have pointed out, this recipe for inequality and continuing economic inequity is on the road to deconstructing our democracies and handing them over to the populists, like e.g., President Trump.
 Need I say more… (19) 


In the barely contested grip of a major discourse, like neo-liberalism, along with its wealthy allies in the world of business and, by default, the demanding demagogues of populism, can we not see the mental prison we have made for ourselves. Even to question the contracting walls of such an ideology, from within this ideology, is almost an impossible task.
 But, as long as we remain silent, paid, bought off, mesmerized by a sophistry of endlessly subtle details… we are all complicit in this tragic set-piece of a drama that is continually unfolding before us, if not accelerating in an overall, downward descent to who knows where..?!
 (20)
(End… ring bell, silently count to twelve, and then ring the same bell a second time….)  





  

Noël Tointon, Wentworth Falls, 1.10.20.
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� 	Acting as a First Critique: At What Cost? The Political Economy: An Extended Introduction: A Criticism of Neo-Liberal Ideology, and, An Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy (2016); Second Critique: Striking Out – A New Direction: Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy through Engaging its Malcontents and Promoting its Progressive Proponents (2017); Third Critique: A Manifest of Covert and Overt Concepts for the Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy (2018). Refer also to: Resolution: Striking Out! A New Direction: A Political Manifesto to Counter Neo-Liberal ‘Terrorism’ in the Home Space, Workplace and Marketplace. (2017)


� 	Refer to: Politics as the Realization of the Art of the Possible (2016); &, What Profit Profit? The Commercial Realm of Business (2016)


� 	In line with my predilection for trimodal, economic forms of scrutiny, etc. Hence the theoretical orientation of the political, the practical orientation of the economic sphere, and, the critical dimension of the stylistic domain. That each of these subdisciplines can also be divided into these three spheres of the theoretical, practical and critical (giving us a matrix of 3 x 3 and how work within the political-economy can be divided up both hypothetically and in practice). Refer to: Trans-Classical Stylistic Investigations (2016). Note: as I now reserve the expression ‘investigations’ for ‘general’ and/or ‘hermeneutic explorations’ I would now use the title Trans-Classical Stylistic Explorations. In the same vein, I use ‘analysis’ for particular and/or phenomenological explorations, and, ‘examinations’ for either ‘specific’ and/or ‘existential explorations’ (be they ‘non-systematic’ or ‘systematic’ in orientation as discussed elsewhere).


� 	Do You Have a Policy for That? Existential Policy Formation: A Brief Philosophical Manual for Overseeing Existential Policy Design (2016).


� 	The following two points, in ‘economic imperialism’ (of the economic discourse and its extension into the political-economy, and beyond), have been made by Jonathan Aldred in his book Licence to be Bad: How Economics Corrupted Us; Allen Lane, 2019; p. 252-253.


� 	I.e., e.g., what people are paid, or are prepared to pay, or accept what other people are being paid.


� 	Speech made by the Prime Minister, Scott Morrison. A sentiment that has sounded and echoes around the world from the United Nations down. From the transcript; Ministerial Statement, Australian Parliament House, ACT; 08 April 2020.


� 	I have already touched on this theme (of pragmatic complicity and silence) in Volume II. Refer to Mundane Philosophy in my Six Lectures on the Practicality of Philosophy, e.g.


� 	I first addressed this topic of the deontological treatment of the unemployed in The Pursuit of Philosophy as a Discipline, Volume II, The Practicality of Philosophy as a Discipline. E.g., refer to my Six Lectures on the Practicality of Philosophy.


� 	And this downward descent continues in a re-e/valuation extended through this mechanism of price… the coronavirus supplement attached to JobSeeker, due to end in December, has been extended to the end of March 2021, but, further reduced by $100 to $150 per fortnight. In a market place where we know many businesses have failed or about to fail and less opportunities for all people looking for work, a natural assumption that can be applied to most people, to further penalize people in this manner not able to get work is something where words almost fail me. But epithets like ‘savage’, ‘criminal’, ‘sadistic’, ‘heartless’, ‘uncaring’, ‘short-sighted’, ‘insightless’… spring to mind. We only have to look around to see all the empty premises with lease signs on them to realize that employment opportunities have further shrunk. Then, if there were more money in circulation this situation would be more quickly rectified over the longer-term.


� 	From the transcript; Ministerial Statement, Australian Parliament House, ACT; 08 April 2020.


� 	E.g., rents are more expensive in major cities (but slightly counterbalanced by the fact that food can be cheaper in larger cities).


� 	Ibid. See footnote 5.


�	Also, what people are prepared to accept, and, what people are prepared to see others being paid.


� 	E.g., Thomas Piketty, et al. Elon Musk, Andrew Yang support a Universal Basic Income. Refer also to: � HYPERLINK "https://www.cnbc.com/amp/2019/12/31/what-billionaire-said-about-wealth-inequality-and-capitalism-in-2019.html" �https://www.cnbc.com/amp/2019/12/31/what-billionaire-said-about-wealth-inequality-and-capitalism-in-2019.html� This disvaluation of the political-economic also closely mirrors and links in with a parallel environmental crisis, and v.v. “Disvaluation’ as ‘an ongoing process of continual devaluation’.


� 	In my Three Critiques of neo-liberalism I argue that we need to both deconstruct a major discourse and then have an adequate replacement ‘major discourse’ for that displaced ‘ex-major discourse’. However, from an existential point of view, these two steps could be collapsed and enacted as a one-step process if a suitably engineered from a pro-relational perspective, i.e., existentially.


� 	On the so-called Morrison’s ‘absence of ideology ‘refer to: Katherine Murphy’s excellent dissection of the political events behind the gestation of JobKeeper and JobSeeker: Quarterly Essays: The End of Certainty: Scott Morrison and Pandemic Politics; p. 71.


� 	This paper was written as a conference paper for The Continental Philosophy Group, November, 2020. It was also conceived of as a performance piece (needing a bell to be used as per instructions in text)


*    	For latest version of this essay: � HYPERLINK "http://www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage5.html" �www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage5.html�


Video presentation: � HYPERLINK "https://youtu.be/qkR8517sBrk" �https://youtu.be/qkR8517sBrk� 





