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3. A Set of Points for Introducing the Two Papers:

Re-Arranging the Deckchairs… Whilst Staring into the Abyss..!?*

In the midst of this current crisis the following three things I have found distressing to think about, and, prompted me to urgently write these two papers on this topic of COVID-19 titled: Re-Arranging the Deckchairs… Whilst Staring into the Abyss..!? (0)

The sight of seeing people lining up at the local Centerlink, on more than one occasion, is an image that considerably saddens me since I also know there will be more people inside, and, this occurrence is being repeated outside every Centerlink across the country. It directly expresses the point that this crisis is not just a health crisis and the sooner we get through the same the better it will be for those, e.g., who once had employment and now find themselves without the same, and so on. (1)

The second point is the hearing of a certain political leader express their ignorance as to how they were going to lead us out of this crisis. Of course, it would be fool to state a date, and, alas, a number of political leaders fall into that callous category. I have not named and shamed this politician because what this person said has been said by many politicians of all persuasions. How can we deliver a very radical raft of policies if there is no envisaged trajectory, right or wrong, to frame the enactment of those political instruments? (2)

The third point I find acutely distressing, on reflection, is that if our hospital systems were to be overwhelmed the ensuing mortality rate would unnecessarily be amplified. The dying would die suffering, without too much dignity, and, more or less, alone, despite being on a field of carnage; and, the intense personal sadness that would be left behind is too hard to contemplate let alone imagine…
 (3)

As philosophers, we also need to get ourselves engaged with this world of the other and proffer our skills and insights, to the extent that we can, in order to help other people… along with those people more politically influential, hopefully, who can find a speedier resolution of this crisis. Hence my invitation to workshop the provisional ideas put together in these two short papers… and have such ensuing ideas go viral…? (4)

Some background behind my interest in ‘policies’. (5)


I have had a long interest in political issues but my philosophical preoccupation has been in the field of epistemology and allied topics. But, how can a philosopher be ‘engaged’ without expressing their thoughts in this field of the political? To this end, I recently wrote a small volume of eight essays on that topic.
 I then noted that political practice is realized economically in the market place. People need to be paid, and, ultimately, it is the market place that generally generates the financial wherewithal of governments, etc. I then wrote four modules on this topic looking at how the worlds of the political and economic interact from their different points’ of view.
 (6)
*
For latest version of this text: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noels homepage5.html
Then, this led me to recognize that the world of the ‘political-economic’ could not be reduced to either the ‘political’ or the ‘economic’ (and hence the importance of the hyphen in that concept). To this end, I wrote three critiques of neo-liberalism in this space of the ‘political-economic’.
 However, I also saw a need to counter-balance the theoretical nature of political discourse with the practical enactment of the same economically with a third field of the critical in all it various forms; from critiques to modes of compliance, etc. I named this third aspect, along with politics and economics, ‘stylistics’; given its critical interest in harmonic processes of resolution, and so on.
 However, given this complexity within the political-economic, I asked myself what interconnected all three subdisciplines permitting and overseeing productive forms of communication and realized that it could be none other than the formulation, execution and review of well-formed policies. To explore this new-found admiration for policy formation I then wrote a small manual dealing with this topic from an existential point of view.
 Hence my interest in policy formation and a recognition for the necessary degree of integrity to be exercised in such an approach. Hence my proposal of an eightfold set of integrated policy directions. (7)

The eightfold formula I proposed was: Total Lockdown Immediately; Testing; Tracing; Tracking; Triage; Treatment; Retesting; and a Promptly Targeted Removal of Communities from Lockdown!
 (8)


As you will note, an explicit trajectory is entailed in this formulation. (9)


Interestingly, New Zealand
 seems to be putting this set of policies into practice? Perhaps following on in the wake of practices adopted and adapted in China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, South Korea and Singapore? Hopefully, that overall strategy will work, for, what other sensible options do we have in the meantime while we await the eventual dissemination of a safe and successful vaccine? (10)


A broad discussion on direct and indirect issues raised by this pandemic would need to note medical and social policies,
 different economic pathways for dealing with the economic fallout, political ramifications, and, how should a post-COVID-19 world look like – a political movement back towards a bigger vision of government more compassionate and understanding of the rights and needs of its diverse citizens given their many individual sacrifices as requested by our leaders, or, will it be back to business as usual according to the neo-liberal masterplan, albeit, more lean and mean, along with its covert adherence to a self-appointed charter for backing a few wealthy winners versus many, many losers? Or, will we find different ways and novel directions for how we could better interconnect as communities in the wake of such current adversity?  (11)

So, let us put our heads together and work our way through this rich menu of options and better possibilities not yet fully thought through and being hesitantly embraced by our communities and politicians… living, as we all must, in the context of this interconnected world at large..?? (12)







     Noël Tointon, Wentworth Falls, 12.4.20.
Endnotes:

� 	All articles cited in these papers have been posted on my Facebook page (Noël Tointon).





� 	Then, also, there is the ethical dilemmas dealing with ‘who gets what’ when limits are forced upon the medical service through a shortage of medical personal, inadequate supplies of medical equipment, etc. Decisions also that could well be forced on people without COVID-19 infections (as already occur in the field of elective surgery, e.g.). Refer, e.g., to the article in The Sydney Moring Herald by Kate Aubusson, 9 April 2020, titled: COVID-19 hospital bed lotteries could decide who lives and dies.


� 	Politics as the Art of the Realization of the Possible; (2016).


� 	What Profit Profit? The Commercial Realm of Business; (2016)


� 	At What Cost? The Political-Economy: An Extended Introduction: A Criticism of Neo-Liberal Ideology, and, An Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy: Acting as a First Critique of Neo-Liberalism; (2016). Striking Out – A New Direction: Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy through Engaging its Malcontents and Promoting its Progressive Proponents: Acting as a Second Critique of Neo-Liberalism; (2017). A Manifest of Covert and Overt Concepts for the Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy: Acting as a Third Critique of Neo-Liberalism; (2018).


� 	Trans-Classical Stylistic Investigations; (2016).


� 	Do You Have a Policy For That? Existential Policy Formation; (2016)


� 	The mnemonic is: Total lockdown; Testing; Tracing; Tracking; Triage; Treatment; Retesting; Targeted uplift.


� 	Refer to the New Zealand Ministry of Health (Manatu Hauroa) website: health.govt.nz dealing with COVID-19 (novel coronavirus). Refer also to New Zealand Medical Journal: Editorial, Vol 133 No 1512, 3 April 2020:  New Zealand’s elimination strategy for the COVID-19 pandemic and what is required to make it work. 


� 	One very important issue, being somewhat overlooked, that needs to be seriously thought through is how do we deal with people who survive this infection? Should they remain in lock down, be ‘fined for eating on park benches’, be issued with immunity certificates, and so on? And this acquiring of immunity is for how long; something as yet not properly determined?





