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Foreword:


This year, 2022, the world has subtly shifted on its ‘axis’ in a way we may not have noticed, but, to the more politically observant, such a psychic shift in reorientation will be more evident as time proceeds. (0)

In a discussion and debate about such ‘perceived changes’ let us test such propositions as worthwhile topics for consideration, and, also both add or subtract from this list observations that we find proper, appropriate and apposite to such earnest reflections. (1)

In the Australian sphere it would seem that both the Culture Wars and the Climate Wars
 are now, ‘dead, cremated, and buried’. Would that perception be verified over the course of the next few years? (2)

On the American political scene, we may well ask ‘Is the Democratic winning of all three levels in government about to be reversed? or, ‘Will the Republicans finally have to both address and redress the reasons why Trump lost the 2020 Presidential Elections when, to date, such soul-searching is still not yet evident? (3)

On the world stage, the most dramatic shifts in power relations have occurred over the course of the Russian-Ukrainian war along with the apparent unity of NATO and Europe; the ensuing financial consequences of the European resourcing of oil and gas as an additional factor precipitating an impending world recession; and, the devastating ramifications of grain shortages, especially in the Middle East, and so on. (4)

I would also like to conjecture, as a potential consequence of globalization, that certain political trends ascertained as possibly operating in the Australian context could also be working in the US context, and v.v., as well elsewhere. E.g., the beginnings of a reaction that sees extremist candidates on either the looney Left or the righteous Right are being put ‘back into their boxes’ by more sensible voters? Of course, such a trend needs enough sensible voters to out-weigh the votes of those voters motivated to back such seemingly unsuitable candidates whose credentials may merely reside in flattering wealthy political patrons, perpetuating a set of political lies, or seek to signal using the language of some conspiracy hardly coherent enough, metaphorically. ‘to tie its own shoelaces’. Hence another dimension that could be worked through in these ‘historical’ debates in attempting to ascertain actual historical outcomes before their official realization (or non-realization)… (5)

So, let these debates begin! Let us demonstrate our potential for political prescience as we proclaim either our approbation or disapprobation, our consent or dissent, for the following propositions as we set out to interpret historical trends… whose confirmation or disconfirmation will be self-evidently revealed through retrospective judgments on whether such anticipations met the full delivery or the partial meeting or non-delivery of such expectations…? (6)

From a list of 95 propositions we can chose which ones we would like to debate and which propositions we might like to add or subtract from this tentative list. In a sense attempting ‘to do history’ before it happens? Asking ourselves is this possible? Can we even do history in the currency of the present?
 (7)







      Noël Tointon, Wentworth Falls, 15.6.22.

95 Propositions for Consideration
A. Australian Politics
1. That women are being better represented in federal Australian politics.
2. That such better representation will diminish wage inequality for women.
3. That the increase in the number of independents is a continuing trend.
4. That indigenous voices will be better represented constitutionally.
5. That an independent commission against corruption is now inevitable.
6. That this independent commission will indirectly rewrite donation law.
7.  That much greater transparency in real time for donations will be instigated.
8. That a Labor government will be more environmentally proactive. 
9.  That perceived Labor policy ‘failures’ will be rectified by Teals, Greens, etc.
10. That Labor’s primary vote is greater than that of the Coalition with Greens included.
11. Increased Green presence in inner city electorates that were traditional Labor seats.
12. Permanent occupation by Teal candidates in seats won plus some new incomers.
B. US Politics

13. Political Aspirations of the Alt-Right or near-Alt-Right will be circumscribed.
14. (Because) more people will be voting, diluting polarizing influences.
15. A needed progressive middle ground will re-form prompting rethinking on the Right.
16. The Left will only indirectly project a progressive messaging from an apparent center.
17. The positional sense of diversity will slowly win out through this same center.
18. Trump will be indicted by public opinion before being indicted in fact.

19. Insufficient gun reform will part-break conjectured Republican momentum.
20. Pro-life changes in abortion law will part-break conjectured Republican momentum.
21. Perceptions of non-democratic, authoritarian tendencies will weaken Republicans.
22. Inflation fears will partially dampen Democratic voting trends.
23. Republican promotion of looney or righteous Right candidates will hurt their vote.
24. A Democrat President in 2024 who will be neither Biden nor Harris.
C. World Politics

25. The eventual collapse of the Russian projection of military power in Ukraine, etc.
26. Reconfigurations of Russian politics issuing from various political discontinuities.
27. The stoppage of grain shipments will have seismic effect in Middle Eastern politics.
28. The imperative for the re-continuing of grain reshipments will have its consequences.
29. The stoppage of grain shipments will have a seismic effect in African politics.
30. China will not attempt an invasion of Taiwan for fear of international sanctions.
31. Likelihood of seismic shifts in Chinese politics from decreased export trade.
32. Increased migration from food shortages.
33. Increased migration from environmental catastrophes.
34. Increased migration from political turmoil.
35. Increasing costs for those who wish to travel.
36. Seized Russian currency by Europe is redirected towards Ukrainian reconstruction.
D. Australian Economics

37. An inflationary environment that will need a relatively drastic use of controls.
38. A partial drop in house prices over a year with a plateau of resistance thereafter.
39. The imposition of various cuts to social services from budgetary imbalances. 
40. A wetter climate from El Nina.
41. Greater fluctuations in food prices.
42. More floods and other environmentally influenced crises.
43. Higher costs for insurance, medical care, transport, etc.
44. Redirection of wealth into art, commodities, etc., that will elevate prices.
45. Redirection of wealth into art, etc., with an eventual drop in such prices.
46. An eventual increase in taxes.
47. An eventual broadening of the tax base.
48. Resurgence in workers on visas, later followed by increased unemployment.
E. US Economics

49. A drier middle America with prolonged drought.
50. The persistence of an inflationary environment.
51. A possible period of persistent stagflation.
52. A greater projection of economic power through proxy countries, e.g., Ukraine, etc.
53. Increasing state autonomy reflected in financial terms, e.g., states fix their own roads.
54. A high US dollar tempering a trend for increasing locally oriented production.
55. Three-D printing relocating manufacturing on a micro-local level. 
56. Increasing automation of service industries.
57. Decentering of financial power through virtual currencies.
58. But increasing controls over use of virtual currencies.
59. Increasing inequality (both US and world-wide).
60. Eventual regulation and capping of donations plus financial surveillance of currency.
F. World Economics

61. Various economic collapses especially in countries that already have hyper-inflation
62. Greater emphasis on local economies and local supply chains.
63. Increased dependence on renewables and storage mechanisms.
64. Increasing inequality world-wide.
65. Increasing frequency of disruptions and the minimization of buffering mechanisms.
66. A radical rewriting and synchronization of national and international tax law.
67. Various forms of compliance imposed on countries not in environmental compliance.
68. A division of the world into democratic and autocratic spheres of governance.
69. A relative flourishing of more democratic forms of governance.
70. An exponential increase in vocations relative to those that effectively disappear.
71. Reduced air travel as a consequence of increasing costs, longer flight routes, etc.
72. A worldwide black market using certain forms of virtual currency.
G. Cultural Considerations

73. The greater utilization of both partial privacy and surveillance by governments.
74. The electronic institution of ‘social capital’ (as in China) by default.
75. An increasingly cashless society.
76. New forms of communication along with the relative disappearance of typing.
77. Greater disparities in opportunities in both education and health.
78. Increasing demands for democratic forms of governance.
79. Increasing demands for accountability, group responsibility, and transparency.
80. An increasing, incremental expansion of international law.
81. Increasing use of mechanisms for establishing international forms of compliance.
82. The increasing uptake of self-asserted privacy through the adoption of such protocols.
H. Miscellaneous Considerations of the Use of Military Power Worldwide
83. A renewed shift towards increasing levels in military expenditure.
84. Synchronization and increased autonomy of sets of military drones.
85. Increasing emphasis on rapid deployment with minimal armour.
86. Decreasing emphasis on the deployment of armour.
87. Virtual air superiority, and security, arrived at by drones and anti-aircraft missiles.
88. Increasing support for infantry assistance of armoured vehicles when utilized.
89. The increased use for the more precise targeting of ordinance, e.g., artillery, missiles.
90.The increased use of smaller, cheaper, faster forms of naval craft.
91. A general movement away from extremely expensive forms of military equipment.
92. Greater integration and algorithmic utilization of information seeking, etc.
93. Greater devolvement for localized autonomy in making local military decisions.
94. Increasing expansion of world bodies scrutinizing military decisions of governments.
95. Final Observation: That the world as we currently know will be irrevocably changed for both good and bad reasons, but, in what proportions, we must wait and see..?! (8)
Brief Arguments Supporting these Propositions

A. Australian Politics

1. That women are now better represented in federal Australian politics.


Currently 38% of the lower house has female representation, the highest it has ever been. Senate is projected to be about 58%.


2. That such better representation will diminish wage inequality for women.


The current gender gap, in the disfavor of women, is 13.8% which translates into $255.30 less than the average wage for men which is $1,846.50.


This gap has hovered between 13% and 19%. The gap in May 2021 was 14.2%, currently having dropped .4%. Both male and female wages have recently risen with a slightly greater rise in pay rates for women. Hence this small decrease.

3. That the increase in the number of independents is a continuing trend.


Currently 12 independents members in the House of Representatives in this current parliament consisting of 151 seats. There are also 4 Greens. Given that Labor has a majority of only 2 seats in the House of Representatives and needs the support of 12 Greens in the Senate plus an additional independent member or two to pass legislation, this bloc, collectively, has some influence in the formulation and legislation of policy.
4. That indigenous voices will be better represented constitutionally.


The acceptance of The Uluru Statement from the Heart being positively supported by the current labor Government, Greens, and others. There has also been an increase in indigenous representation in the Parliament of 2022 with 4 senators and 2 in the lower house who identify as Aboriginal or Torres Islanders.
5. That an independent commission against corruption is now inevitable.


Supported by Labor, a platform insisted upon by both Greens and Teals
, and others.

6. That this independent commission will indirectly rewrite donation law.


In this I am optimistic, be that realized either directly through legislated regulation and/or indirectly through pressures of a commission against corruption.

7.  That much greater transparency in real time for donations will be instigated.


Meaning, eventually, a demand for full, real-time reporting and a call for certain regulation of the same.
8. That a Labor government will be more environmentally proactive. 


Both directly from Labor itself (wishing to protect inner city seats, etc.) and indirectly through polices and pressure from the Greens, Teals, and others. Then there will also be a certain pressure from international forms of economic imposition, say, in the form of threatened tariffs, etc. Then, there are also internal economic pressures of the marketplace increasingly calling the shots over how this transition to a de-carbonized economy will be orchestrated from a commercial perspective. As well, political interventions will be called for given potential exigencies in the power market relatively unprepared for such a transition. A radical rebalancing will need to be met in the sphere of the energy requirements, i.e., the balancing of capacity, demand, transmission, storage, dispatchable power, break downs and closures of coal-fired plants, increasing gas prices, a lack of gas allocations in parts of the internal market, current legislation preventing more independent local consortia producing and distributing power, etc. 
9.  That perceived Labor policy ‘failures’ will be ‘rectified’ by Teals, Greens, etc.


Failures in such policies being noted by the same, and will no doubt meet forms of remonstration if not exercised adequately. 

10. That Labor’s primary vote is greater than that of the Coalition with Greens included.


With primary votes for both major parties heading to a range just above 30%. However, Labor is also uncomfortably in a de facto coalition with the Greens which might well give it a higher primary vote than the Coalition of the Liberals and Nationals, and their combined combination in Queensland.
11. Increased Green presence in inner city electorates that were traditional Labor seats.


If current trends towards an increasing vote for the Greens continue, then this will manifest first in the inner-city seats that once traditionally voted for Labor.
12. Permanent occupation by Teal candidates in seats won plus some new incomers.


It seems to be a trend that an independent that is popular will keep their seats?

B. US Politics

13. Political Aspirations of the Alt-Right or near-Alt-Right will be circumscribed.


Invoking a parallel from the Australian setting, and from reason (hoping that more reasonable people will responsibly exercise their vote?)’

14. (Because) more people will be voting, diluting polarizing influences.


If this trend among younger voters continues? Motivated by propositions 19, 20, 21, etc.

15. A needed progressive middle ground will re-form prompting rethinking on the Right.


Extreme oscillations are inevitably reversed. Assuming, however, that a greater percentage of responsible voters exercise their vote.
16. The Left will only indirectly project a progressive messaging from an apparent center.


Given the center on the American political scene is right of center we might assume the Left is more likely to exert shifts in policy settings through this reformed sense of a center (also assuming the possibility that such a hypothetical reversal of trends is also a de facto period of de-polarization?)? 

17. The positional sense of diversity will slowly win out through this same center.


Increasing external empowerment/internal enfranchisement of a variety of life-worlds along with increasing demographic variety/diminishment of Caucasian representation plus increasing forms of cultural overlap. That a more representative US government plus a hypothetical period of de-polarization would ensure the eventual inevitability of such a demographic trend?
18. Trump will be indicted by public opinion before being indicted in fact.


Has this indictment begun? The Trumpian lie that ‘the 2020 election was stolen’ could be turned around to be seen as ‘Trump attempting to steal that election through a multi-pronged process of insurrection’. The 1/6 Committee has all but in name has been laying out these charges, but, will they be acted upon (just as the Muller Report laid out a number of charges where President Trump engaged in acts of patent obstruction of justice but where such potential charges were not acting upon by the Department of Justice)?
19. Insufficient gun reform will part-break conjectured Republican momentum.


Motivating a move to the Left/Democrats?
20. Pro-life changes in abortion law will part-break conjectured Republican momentum.


Motivating a move to the Left/Democrats?
21. Perceptions of non-democratic, authoritarian tendencies will weaken Republicans.


Motivating a move to the Left/Democrats?
22. Inflation fears will partially dampen Democratic voting trends.


A counterforce to a move to the left/Democrats. But will such a phenomenon also be understood as global. The Democrats must be hoping that the aggressive stance of the Federal Reserve will stop such inflation in its tracks?
23. Republican promotion of looney or righteous Right candidates will hurt their vote.


Appealing to common sense, as long as more reasonable voters can outweigh the Republican votes for such unsuitable candidates.

24. A Democrat President in 2024 who will be neither Biden nor Harris.


Biden is not cutting through, and age will most likely diminish his motivation to seek a second term? Harris is also not cutting through and will probably be circumvented by an array of political forces (that may well get her to stand aside in a multi-candidate party pre-selection process for the same?)?
C. World Politics

25. The eventual collapse of the Russian projection of military power in Ukraine, etc.


Russia is diminishing its store of armaments, will have trouble replenishing that stock especially if needing components which are manufactured outside Russia. The large number of Russian casualties and injured will have delayed political repercussions.


The current military assessment is that Russia will not back down and that a war of attrition is now in permanent play. However, I would argue that Ukraine is now in a position to prosecute a war of national necessity given its re-presentation in this form by Russia on the 24th March 2022. That as Russian morale is low, manpower is decreasing, the percentage of casualties and injuries is at a level that is traditionally far too high to maintain stability in both discipline and organization, and, to counter-balance this, political fortunes for Ukraine could well be lifted by new and better weaponry (than that currently used by the Russians), that the advent of concerted counter-attacks prosecuted by Ukraine could see a disintegration of the Russian positions thinly dispersed over an excessively long sense of a front? Furthermore, given the desired consolidation of the frontline by the Russians the advantage of massively concentrated short-term micro/macro counter-attacks by the Ukrainians is theirs to orchestrate and successfully expedite?

26. Reconfigurations of Russian politics issuing from various political discontinuities.


As one podcaster put it, paraphrased, ‘the young people know what’s going on in Ukraine, but, maybe half-empty supermarkets and a doubling of food prices will concentrate the minds of the elderly more inclined to just watch Russian state propaganda on television’. Of course, there is always spin, and, but then spin can be eventually spun out of control. A shrinking economic market will also translate in a loss of employment, and, the elderly do care for the employment of their younger family members, so any retreat from lived-political-reality can only be conducted for so long? There are also many other discontinuities that would find different forms of resolution should central power collapse??
27. The stoppage of grain shipments will have seismic effect in Middle Eastern politics.


With dire consequences already in Lebanon, and, perhaps Egypt not far behind?
28. The imperative for the re-continuing of grain reshipments will have its consequences.


This implication will be a calculation exercised by the Russians as they insist on a quid pro quo, i.e., a ‘reduction’ in the sanctions? But who will give in first? Perhaps redirected grain shipments by train and truck through Europe might minimize this?

29. The stoppage of grain shipments will have a seismic effect in African politics.


Just a disastrous for Africa, followed by India and Asia? Increasing costs of world grain have a ripple effect in first world economies and their political systems?
30. China will not attempt an invasion of Taiwan for fear of international sanctions.


China will make rhetorical gestures in this direction, but, given the Communist mandate to rule China is seen, by the Communist Party, as the economic welfare of the people any diminishment of the export trade would have much more drastic consequences for the Chinese population than that of a more self-sufficient Russia. Moreover, given a market slowdown, if not a potential recession, arising from a number of current causes (such as a current collapse in the property market, Covid lockdowns disrupting supply chains, a current disruption in overseas supply chains, the consequences of world inflation, increasing gas prices, etc.) I am sure the current time is not propitious for such adventurism. Witness current attempts at resetting better diplomatic relations in Australia and Canada, etc., although there is no reported internal softening of current policy settings, e.g., in such practices of social capital, etc?)? 
31. Likelihood of seismic shifts in Chinese politics from decreased export trade.


As argued above. Regardless of a political status quo being continued to be observed the Chinese economy is going to go through a period of redirection for a variety for reasons (such as re-orienting towards a market of greater local consumption).
32. Increased migration from food shortages.


Such a prospect stands to reason for causes as noted below.
33. Increased migration from environmental catastrophes.


An effect that will be felt in those economies with less resilience and less able to buffer themselves forms such shocks.
34. Increased migration from political turmoil.


Hungry people will contemplate migrations.
35. Increasing costs for those who wish to travel.


As a consequence of increasing fuel costs, inflation, lessened demand, etc.
36. Seized Russian currency by Europe is redirected towards Ukrainian reconstruction.


More than enough for Ukrainian reconstruction if and when it could get started.
D. Australian Economics

37. An inflationary environment that will need a relatively drastic use of controls.

38. A partial drop in house prices over a year with a plateau of resistance thereafter.

But continuing at prices that are ‘unsustainable’, but sustained, because of resistance for sellers to selling, potential downsizers to downsize, etc.

39. The imposition of various cuts to social services from budgetary imbalances. 


Inevitable consequences of neo-liberal policy settings where the more political powerful get to siphon off a greater percentage of the profits, etc., from a politically mismanaged tax-base, etc.
40. A wetter climate from El Nina.


Current prediction for the next year?
41. Greater fluctuations in food prices.


From inflation, supply chain problems, and climatic difficulties.

42. More floods and other environmentally influenced crises.


As a consequence of the current El Nina? Reversal in 2024?
43. Higher costs for insurance, medical care, transport, etc.


As expected from inflation, commercial imperatives, etc.
44. Redirection of wealth into art, commodities, etc., that will elevate prices.


A fleeing from the stock market and more seeming vulnerable forms of investment.

45. Redirection of wealth into art, etc., with an eventual drop in such prices.


Prolonged forms of a recession will eventually spill over into the art market and other forms of less centrally controlled investment.

46. An eventual increase in taxes.


As the cutting of services will damage the electoral chances of politicians espousing a redirection in such policy settings.

47. An eventual broadening of the tax base.


Inevitable… either anticipated and acted upon by politicians or forced upon the same in some form or other.

48. Resurgence in workers on visas, later followed by increased unemployment.


A demand from business that will be resumed… but, eventually leading to a reversal in overall employment unless well-managed. Certainly not well-managed during the extended Covid crisis.

E. US Economics

49. A drier middle America with prolonged drought.


A prediction that counter-balances the current El Nina in Australia?

50. The persistence of an inflationary environment.


Will be difficult to control, needing an aggressive response now lest it spiral (as we can witness in certain countries currently)

51. A possible period of persistent stagflation.


A lack of stimulus will see the markets go sideways as in Japan (unless new forms of innovative economic activity stimulate it otherwise?)?

52. A greater projection of economic power through proxy countries, e.g., Ukraine, etc.


The projection of military power around the world is expensive – much better to use proxies.

53. Increasing state autonomy reflected in financial terms, e.g., states fix their own roads.


Given the problems of extending infra-structure bills at the federal level, states will have to do this for themselves (with varying degrees of successfulness/unsuccessfulness).

54. A high US dollar tempering a trend for increasing locally oriented production.


As has occurred in the last few decades.

55. Three-D printing relocating manufacturing on a micro-local level. 


Instituting local supply chains for parts, etc. Less dependence on overseas supply chains, e.g., China, etc.

56. Increasing automation of service industries.


Less need for intermediating agents, etc. Instituted as a cost-cutting measure, but, with an ensuing return to the locality in question of such systems. Less need for call centers in places like India, e.g., etc.

57. Decentering of financial power through virtual currencies.


The consequence of the use of block chain technologies, etc.

58. But increasing controls over use of virtual currencies.


But legal and political controls will have to be incrementally instituted to counter their abuse and mismanagement.

59. Increasing inequality (both US and world-wide).


From the persistence of neo-liberal policy settings (often inaugurated through the corrupting power of donations on political operators at the expense of their diminished acting as representatives).

60. Eventual regulation and capping of donations plus financial surveillance of currency.


An inevitable consequence of political demands… but when?

F. World Economics

61. Various economic collapses especially in countries that already have hyper-inflation


To be expected. Unless world trade through globalization can be promoted and more equitably established.

62. Greater emphasis on local economies and local supply chains.


As a result of a number of factors, political and commercial pressures. 

63. Increased dependence on renewables and storage mechanisms.


Problems with dispatch will preference forms of storage (until a hydrogen economy, or fusion economy, can eventually be economically instituted and disseminated worldwide).

64. Increasing inequality world-wide.


As a consequence of a promotion of global neo-liberalism advanced through contractual power inequalities, etc.

65. Increasing frequency of disruptions and the minimization of buffering mechanisms.


Especially in second world and third world countries, but, then in first world countries too if they are not politically prescient in such matters.

66. A radical rewriting and synchronization of national and international tax law.


A current trend even being supported, apparently, by the US.

67. Various forms of compliance imposed on countries not in environmental compliance.


As per current international trends (despite Brexit, e.g.).

68. A division of the world into democratic and autocratic spheres of governance.


A division already in place and becoming cemented both economically and politically through sanctions, preferential trade flows, etc.

69. A relative flourishing of more democratic forms of governance.


A past trend that will be continued. Democratic governance is more likely, on balance, to counter profit-siphoning towards both the wealthy and its excessing shifting to other countries through their investments.
70. An exponential increase in vocations relative to those that effectively disappear.


Just as the blacksmith, more or less, disappeared (albeit to be replaced by car mechanics).

71. Reduced air travel as a consequence of increasing costs, longer flight routes, etc.


A trend already in effect despite a rebound in traffic post-Covid?

72. A worldwide black market using certain forms of virtual currency, overseas trusts, etc.


Witness the Panama papers, and similar documents that have been published and analyzed.


G. Cultural Considerations

73. The greater utilization of both partial privacy and surveillance by governments.


In reaction to the wholesale invasions of privacy governments might be urged on to insist on the instantiation of an increasing use of such safeguards (especially if other countries are more privy to this type of information). On the other hand, both state and commercial forms of public surveillance is on a trend for proliferation that could be little stopped.

74. The electronic institution of ‘social capital’ (as in China) by default.


Record keeping by governments can be reversed to institute a form of social capital through their controls on behavioural expression, be that either by design and/or by default.

75. An increasingly cashless society.


In some countries that is already the de facto mode of commercial transactions both large and small in value. This has ramifications for the further erosion of privacy.

76. New forms of communication along with the relative disappearance of typing.


We can only imagine what future forms of communication will be thematized and taken up and disseminated in mass.

77. Greater disparities in opportunities in both education and health.


As a direct consequence of unchecked neo-liberal policy settings, etc.

78. Increasing demands for democratic forms of governance.


People seek to be more their own political masters and not so much political slaves. This can begin at the bottom and work its way up, or be instituted top down by political figures able to institute such a change, etc.

79. Increasing demands for accountability, group responsibility, and transparency.


Increasing democratization will be, or should be, at the expense of traditional elites through progressive empowerment of a wider range of membership in the polis. Hence the advent and expression of such demands co-associated with a refinement of the practice of the democratic institutions, etc., and their inevitable incremental instantiations.
80. An increasing, incremental expansion of international law.


A trend I do not see reversed although the current configuration of the Security Council, etc., does present obstacles for its more dynamic evolvement (and is on par with greater international scrutiny of war-crimes, and similar).

81. Increasing use of mechanisms for establishing international forms of compliance.


Where international law is formulated compliance will be somewhere in the background.

82. The increasing uptake of self-asserted privacy through the adoption of such protocols.


Given commercial and state-sponsored forms of surveillance, in both democratic and non-democratic forms of governance, the further uptake of such protocols, more or less, is assured.
H. Miscellaneous Considerations of the Use of Military Power Worldwide
83. A renewed shift towards increasing levels in military expenditure.


E.g., Australia, Poland, Germany, etc.

84. Synchronization between and increased autonomy of sets of military drones.


We can already witness mass drones flying in synchronized formations in the presentation of public art works… this type of trend in the proliferation of the uptake relatively cheap drones is a plus for the militaries of smaller countries. Before too long we will see the integration of drones in systems for informational gathering and synchronized projection of lethal military power.
85. Increasing emphasis on rapid deployment with minimal armour.


A prime ‘casualty’ in this war is expensive military hardware in the form of naval craft, aircraft and tanks – that now can be easily taken out by relatively much cheaper, mobile forms of counter-deployment.
86. Decreasing emphasis on the deployment of armour.


Therefore, a need now for the less emphasis on the expensive installation of massive amounts of armour. Instead, an emphasis on rapid, mobile, modestly armoured deployments along with the massive uptake of more ‘virtually oriented means’ like drones, counter-attack weaponry, long-range missiles, guided munitions including artillery, etc.
87. Virtual air superiority, and security, arrived at by drones and anti-aircraft missiles.


As a consequence of this shift to more virtual-like means in the projection of power and the ensuing protection from more traditional forms of armament deployment.
88. Increasing support for infantry assistance of armoured vehicles when utilized.


But, when heavily armoured units are being used there is now a need for extended infantry protection (in a reversal of classical doctrine where the tank was the main supportive element – in a metaphorical comparison to a system of ‘convoys’ as used by shipping when confronted by submarines in the Second World War).
89. The increased use for the more precise targeting of ordinance, e.g., artillery, missiles.


Rather than blanketing a field of fire, artillery can now use GPS systems and inertial guidance to very accurately take out a target. Theoretically, you would need less artillery (especially in the light of such more expensive, but more effective, systems).

90.The increased use of smaller, cheaper, faster forms of naval craft.


Unless there is perceived need for the projection of airpower from aircraft carriers or similar, there is much reduced demand for large expensive ships given that they can more easily be taken out quite effectively by one or two missiles that are inordinately much cheaper.
91. A general movement away from extremely expensive forms of military equipment.


From a cost-benefit perspective, the invested involvement in mega-military projects, either entertained in research or for purchasing, is now much minimized. Moreover, the cost of upkeep for such weaponry would also prove to be drain on the overall military budgets (as in Russia, e.g.).
92. Greater integration and algorithmic utilization of information seeking, etc.


An obvious trend. From a comparative point of view, it is best, in general terms, that you now better know where your enemy is in real-time and how you can then direct the means to counter their military influence than to the extent your enemy, likewise, is now keeping tabs on you, yourself.
93. Greater devolvement for localized autonomy in making local military decisions.


Despite the necessity for the increased gathering and integration of military information it better behooves people on the ground to exercise their own autonomy in such local matters (especially if they can be suitably assisted by such well-managed information).
94. Increasing expansion of world bodies scrutinizing military decisions of governments.


Just as international law is incrementally increasing in the scope of both its formulation and application, so, too, is the scrutiny that world bodies will make of illegal behaviours perpetrated over the course of warfare.

95. Final Observation: That the world as we currently know will be irrevocably changed for both good and bad reasons, but, in what proportions, we must wait and see..?!


An acceleration in various forms of political, economic, environmental, military change will always make their distinctive mark on history. Let us, therefore, try to be more prescient towards an understanding of such matter in real-time.
 To some extent, anticipating historical trends in and through our close interpretations of the shifting currency of living-experience… given that our reading and writing of experience is inscribed through the lived-expression of such texts. (9)
Final Comments

Can we do history before it happens, and, can we do history in the currency of the present??
 (10)

Should we perceive, or rather apperceive, the specificity and concrete, historical dimension of time as possessing three relatively incommensurable economic spheres of influence to the extent that despite underlying forms of invariant transformational isomorphism, in the continuing preservation of identities, still, how we treat these three time-zones is such that each needs to be approached quite differently. Indeed, in comparative terms of reference, quite radically as to how we should approach such differences given such relative incommensurabilities… (11)
For a start, I have argued, that, in the philosophical discipline, the phenomenological sub-discipline is basically retrospective in temporal orientation and primarily deals with forms of textualization that have already occurred. In contrast, the hermeneutical sub-discipline is prospective in orientation and deals with expectations as to the choices to be made with respect to meta-textual considerations, e.g., genre uptake, narrational drivers, determinations of con-text,
 etc. Then, through an ongoing, dynamically balanced suspension of the former we arrive at non-textual forms of simulation that have a contemporary immediacy that either rewards our anticipation or do not reward such anticipation, albeit within the narrow circumscription of a limited sense of duration (that a phenomenologist might argue is to be arrived at through suitable forms of intentional retention, protention, and attention, etc.). (12)

The potential implications to be drawn are as follows. That the historical past should be primarily approached through a phenomenal-phenomenological lens that is looking at or ‘through’ textual depositions in the light of an ongoing economy of skillful re(-)interpretation as explored elsewhere,
 and, that history proper could well be conducted along phenomenological lines? Then, in the same vein, the future, being more prospective in its orientation, deserves to be viewed more in hermeneutical terms of reference (given my perception, or apperception, that hermeneutics is more preoccupied with the upcoming uptake of relevant meta-textual aspects in the overall functioning of the textual economy).
 Then, in turn, that the present is more of an existential affair that should be treated accordingly.
 (13)

‘Doing history in the present’ is problematic enough (without seeking a determination of the future that is nowhere near us. Who would have predicted the arising of the Internet before it was totally upon us as a phenomenon?). However, given the concepts of ‘causal trajectories’ and the relatively circumscribed ‘preservation of identities’ (through forms of relatively invariant transformational isomorphism entertained through a phenomenon of ‘duration’ that gives us the appearance of the continuity of identification in our semantic mappings of the world, etc.) then it may follow that such questions should not be ruled out as out of court, and as impossible to ask, or, at least, as not worth our while to continue with. In effect, a form of research that genuinely deserves to be pursued and that it is and can be performed under the designation of ‘futurology’ or similar. (14)


We already have scientists warning about us global warming, an acceleration in the heating of the world, the potential ramifications of such changes, and, to give such disciplinarians such credence is to observe that we can and do consider such research into the semblance of the future as worthwhile at least for those of us who are prepared to be heedful of such an avalanche of advice. (15)

In this spirit of optimism, let us reflect over the course of these debates, and similar, as to just what is it that allows us to conduct this type of trans-historical discourse (about the present and the future)? Upon such reflections, indeed, just what might we learn that would assist us in the pursuit of this disciplined form of anticipation that we might all stand to profit from? (16)


Finally, in a philosophy of time-perception, just how might these three relatively incommensurable sub-disciplines dealing, respectively, with the past, future and present, be combined to give us a sensible, integrated philosophy of time… or should such an endeavour be left purely to the debates of theoretical scientists and physicists..?? (17)
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� 	There are some who would argue that both ‘wars’ are a reflection of the same underlying problematic being experienced by the more conservative type of citizen. Perhaps, in the form of the following conjecture, it could be argued that ‘there is being experienced an unwanted and anomalous sense of change along with the perception of an increasing powerlessness to maintain more traditionally perceived forms of national identity and personal self-identification therein (along with nationalistic and racist undertones?)?’  


� 	One answer I have given to this latter question is to do a statistical analysis of news headlines in order to ascertain just what we are overtly finding problematic. In the same vein, we could also ask just what is missing in such headlines as also revealing of our anxieties, i.e., as to those that are not being suitably confronted, etc. E.g., a political party that is not conducting a comprehensive post mortem as to why it lost that election could well be indicative of this last observation.


� 	I have capitalised this unofficial title given to a group of independents part-sponsored by Horizon 200.


� 	A motivation for both sides to continue to prosecute this war but, is never mentioned, is that the regions currently occupied by Russia at the moment, namely the Donbas and the Sea of Azov, contain huge reserves of oil and gas that could alternatively supply Europe (using current pipelines from Russia)  if they were ever to be developed. A third, smaller area of reserves can also be found around Lviv.


� 	‘How do we do ‘contemporary history’ in the shifting currency of the moment?’ is a philosophical problem. A statistical exploration of relatively more prominent memes is one such method to approach this type of discipline as to ‘what is actually concerning people at that time and in that place’ (that may not be in concurrence with more official views and their disseminated expressions, etc.)..


� 	With respect to the second question refer to footnote no. 2. 


� 	‘Con-texts’ as a form of ‘contextual determination that dictates the uptake of suitable genres and other meta-textual devices in the dual writing/reading of textual situations’.


� 	E.g., in Pursuit, III.2Y.


� 	We could creatively use this idea of the hermeneutical prospectivity of the historical as implicating various lines of approach through noting their relations to meta-textual aspects of the textual economy, e.g., the implicit pragmaticity of genres (e.g., we ‘drink’ in order to ‘satiate pangs of thirst, etc.’) where we can see implicit trajectories are being invoked along certain co-associated lines of probabilistic expectation/s as the imputed destination/s of such trajectories, aspirations, intentions, etc; noting similar drivers of narratives (as not just de-anomalizing narrational anomalies but also meeting aspirational objectives); scrutinizing the role played by con-texts to construct forms of co-associated contextual determination/s (e.g., striking a match will light that match, lighting a match above a pool of petrol will most likely ignite the same and, thereby, burning what is in relation to that same pool of petrol, etc). Refer to Pursuit, III.2Y.B.


� 	With what should be profound ethical ramifications (framed in apposite forms of existential examination). In this regard we could construct predictions of existential optimization or circumscribed optimization for the various implicated relations, relational participants, and interrelated relational facets be they inclusive, co-associated or overlapping, etc.





