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7P. An Overview: Existential Observations of a Pragmatic Historical Prospect*
0. Pre-Introduction and Introduction


The primary intention behind this essay is to sum up the formulation of ideas pertaining to a (viable, qualified, anti-representational) pragmatic historical, existentially observant prospect.
 My concept of ‘observation’ is to be viewed through three lenses, namely, ‘existentially oriented phenomena as encountered passively in a phenomenological orientation;
 as actively engineered in a relatively existential, hermeneutical orientation;
 and, as engaged in an existential orientation’.
 Hence these three observational attitudes of passively encountering, actively recognizing, and existentially engaging from a pro-relational orientation. Effectively, this observation of the existential means understanding when it occurs, engineering its active involvement from a relatively non-existential perspective,
 and, its instantiation when it appears to be called for as a responsible response in engaging a re-direction of the course of a specific relationship.
 In this essay I will argue that the relative presence or absence of the existential orientation can be noted in the articulation of texts either exhibiting or not exhibiting this characteristic type of formation. That given the right hermeneutical apparatus, in a close reading, this dimension can be indicated through suitable forms of re-translation that highlight the existence or absence of such features. To demonstrate this ability to discern existential patterns in the formation of the historical let me, for purposes of convenience, discuss five aspects of the novel A Handful of Dust by Evelyn Waugh, published in 1934 by Chapman & Hall Ltd. Of course, this approach is meant to apply to historical research, but, by citing these passages in this novel, as illustrative of this interpretative phenomenon, I wish to proffer a shortcut to our understanding as to just what is entailed in this process of being ‘existentially observant’, and, by extension, point out what is entailed in applying this aspect to the pursuit of a pragmatically interpreted history or philosophy...
) (0)

These five brief points of focus, subjected to the following explorations from an existential perspective, concern either various events in this book or my thoughts on its trajectory or trajectories (given that the ending of this novel has two ‘historical endings’ after the American publishers appear to have insisted on a more positive, upbeat semblance of a definitive ending). First, I will look at the relatively existentially oriented negotiations conducted by the two main protagonists over the contours of their divorce, namely, that between an aristocratic John Andrew Last and his wife Lady Brenda. Second, I will scrutinize the relatively non-existentially oriented renegotiations conducted by Brenda’s brother over this same divorce along with the response delivered by her husband. Third, I will look at the non-existentially oriented behaviour of a Mr Todd who keeps John Last a permanent captive in a South American jungle in order to have the novels of Charles Dickens read to him each and every day. Fourth, I will look at how the author disposes of Dr Messenger, and, fifth, I will explore the ethics, and aesthetics, of having a novel with two endings (neither of which I find to be satisfying but certainly more interesting when read together as alternative ‘histories’
). (1)

1. An Existential Reinterpretation of Five Points of Focus in a Handful of Dust

In previous essays I have argued that we can read, and somewhat separate, multiple facets in any text or textual situation.
 E.g., discerning hermeneutical genres as modes of activity;
 noting a phenomenological reporting that deals with apparently distinctive types of phenomena being represented;
 and noting to what extent an existential dimension is relatively present or relatively absent, and so on.
 I have also argued that superimposed upon these three headings we could argue for a philosophy of transformational retreatment
 as being simulated through the transformations articulated through the stages of the hermeneutically pre-critical, the phenomenologically critical, and the existentially radical. Needless to say, an infinite number of different perspectives could be constructed and supplied as metaphorical lenses for an infinite variety of different readings that, however, may or may not contribute much to our overall reading of that same textual situation. In this regard, I would like to argue that an existential reading, suitably conducted, should have much to offer in our historical understanding of either a simple historical event or a more complex historical situation that is being scrutinized in the course of our disciplinary explorations conducted, preferably, from a pragmatic perspective.
 Furthermore, I have argued that there is a need for a pragmatic ethics to be supplied by taking on board a pro-relational, existential appreciation of our relationships along with their internal and external modes of harmonic resolution that contribute to either the continuation or disruption of those same relationships. But, as noted, for convenience, in this essay, I will focus on these small facets of this novel in order to illustrate just how we can be ‘existentially observant’ in all senses of that expression. In effect, attempting to exemplify just how we might be able to suitably conduct a pragmatically oriented process of historical research from an existential sense of perspective. (2)

The point of this form of textual scrutiny is the belief that the apparently ensuing distinctive discharge of intentional behaviour results from the resolution of the intentional tensions behind the formation of such ‘directed’ intent. That this element of resolution, and the quality of that process of resolution, is also reflective of a pro-relational, existential orientation, and v.v. That the relative presence or absence of such an existential attitude is traced out in the textual depositions of such intent, and, in reverse, we can also read, to some extent, in what manner and to what degree, such texts were originally written as reflective of the existential character of that type of intent.
 (3)

Moreover, apparent expressions of such seemingly ‘directed’ intent usually evoke a particular type of phenomenological semblance already pre-mapped in a world of integrated semantic classification. In effect, locate us in an intracultural-intercultural sense of a living-world of lived-experience. That, from time to time, this discharge will also be more reflective of a relatively chaotic type of situational-representation that results in a process of sheer, ‘re-directed’ intent, in a relatively radical change of direction that I would characterize as ‘existential’ (e.g., in the innovative formation of so-called ‘final vocabularies’, etc.) rather than the repetitive iteration of intent along more conventional lines of mere ‘redirection’ (in which genres of behaviour then take on a distinctively habitual sense of historical form). Hence this co-occurring dialectic of phenomenological ‘directedness’ versus hermeneutical ‘redirectedness’ versus existential ‘re-directedness’. That the latter, being more indicative of processes of resolution, is more likely to be reflected or refracted through an existential use of language, and v.v. (4)
To put this more simply, behavioural attitudes find themselves reflected in our use of language and by appropriately invoking genres for selectively reading the same we can reconstruct the overall influence of such attitudes on the formation of such co-associated intent. As we are already aware, the use of a natural language communicates a lot more than just what we see, i.e., how our senses are being used to depict a certain vision, construct a certain version of the world that we can ‘point to and discuss with others’. Thrown into the mix we will find a host of other considerations like, e.g., emotions, beliefs, notions of truth, moral obligations, desires, ambitions, aspirations, and so on and so forth… (5)
i. The amicably conducted negotiations over the divorce, requested by Brenda Last


I perceive an existential attitude to be one that is pro-relational and indicative of the patterns of resolutions being entered into as we make our passage through this world at large, to a great extent, in the company of others. In a relatively non-existential, relational attitude we merely attend to the relational elements that constitute that relationship in question, e.g., the nature of our subjective involvement, be that relatively indirect or as a more direct participant; the other participants in that relationship if present; the objective context of that relationship; how that relationship is being viewed intentionally, and so on. In a contrast, when the relationship itself, per se, is being viewed, and preferably viewed in its relational situatedness, we then take on a pro-relational attitude that I would deem to be ‘relatively existential’. That such an attitude looks at the relationship as if through the ‘eyes’ of that relationship itself, and preferably through a wider contextualization that also notes the relational situatedness of that same relationship in this world at large. Such an attitude focusses on either the creation, preservation, and/or conservational expansion of the value (e/valuational formation) being found in that relationship. In a non-existential contrast, value is only perceived in a relatively materialistic frame of reference without the appreciation of an ‘existential differential’ or ‘excess’ or ‘surplus’ beyond the mere relational whole or its equivalence with the mere sum of its relational parts.
 Moreover, as noted, this ‘existential difference’ is indicative of how that relationship is being possibly resolved through the realization of a mutual relational experience that could entail, e.g., respect, genuine affection, love, honesty, faithfulness, authenticity, integrity, and so on. Hence our need to look for such expressions as indicative of such existentially oriented experiences in order to ascertain to what extent a textual situation is expressing the ‘presence’ of such a pro-relational attitude or the relative absence of the same. (6)

After the death of their only son, Brenda informs her husband Andrew that she wants a divorce. That she is in love with a certain John Beaver and wishes to marry him. Once Andrew gets over the shock of this announcement of a divorce, he amicably goes about overseeing a resolution of this period of transition. The conversation is amicable. They decide to part as friends, he will see to it that she gets five hundred pounds a year from his estate. That given the way divorce laws were then currently written in Great Britain, be decides to act as the adulterous party rather than have his wife bear that form of social opprobrium. To this end, he consults a firm of lawyers who specialize in this contrived form of a legal transaction. They inform him that he needs to consult a firm of private detectives in order to have evidence that one of the parties has been found to have indulged in an act of adultery. Consequently, he finds a woman willing to go to Brighton with him for the weekend and act as if she were a party to this act of adultery. Also going to Brighton will be two private detectives who will present evidence that this apparent act of adultery had taken place. All this is paid for, of course, by the husband (who later observes, with some annoyance, that these two detectives were drinking champagne at the bar at his expense). (7)

This section of the novel is very comic. The woman in question goes with her eight-year old daughter. The daughter insists on seeing the beach the minute they arrive there late at night, going for a swim the next day, having an early breakfast… Then, when this woman wakes, the detectives insists that this ‘couple’ be seen in bed having breakfast delivered even though Andrew has already been seen having a hearty breakfast earlier. All in all, a series of events that seem to present neither a discreet assignation, nor, for that matter, an adulterous affair. (8)

The author presents here the picture of a husband and wife who are going to go through the ‘strained’ proceedings of a divorce in public but in an amicable spirit in private; where the husband, in reality the aggrieved party, is going to act as the adulterous party instead; and who will be paying for this visit to the seaside with the lady in question and her daughter along with two private detectives plus the legal fees to be charged by this law firm specializing in such a dubious type of transaction. One of the detectives, fearful the case will disintegrate under cross examination, tells Andrew that “divorce is a serious business,” and, a ‘business’ it truly is. (9)
ii. The non-amicable re-negotiations over the divorce requested by Brenda’s brother


In a stark contrast, Brenda’s bother Reggie has dinner with Andrew and informs him that the alimony, that can be asked for in court by the ‘injured party’, will now be two thousand pounds a year. (10)

This ‘renegotiation’ of the agreement, earlier entered into by Brenda and Andrew, is not existentially being enacted in good faith. It is the one-sided abrogation of a former agreement, it is also coercive, belligerent and mean-spirited, as well as being somewhat greedy and excessive. Andrew is being taken to the proverbial cleaners despite the goodwill previously demonstrated in arranging the so-called ‘evidence’ for these proceedings yet to be finalized. (11)

For once this protagonist, in no shape or form of a hero, suddenly grows a spine and informs Brenda’s brother that there will be no imminent divorce proceedings, that the evidence will be easily demolished in a court of law at the expense of all parties concerned, from the lady in question to the private detectives to the lawyers organizing this sham divorce who all will be none too pleased at this turn of events. For if truth be told, Andrew was observed having two breakfasts, and so on. That Andrew would be travelling for six months, and, on his return, that a divorce could be re-arranged but with no alimony being paid (with the implication that he will be suing for divorce instead?). (12)

Although those later ‘renegotiations’ could not be viewed as existential in spirit it could be argued that Andrew responded with an apposite response that, at least for him, resolved this dilemma. That out of this display of bad faith, a timely solution arose that might be countered as ‘correct’ or ‘apposite’, and under the imposed adversity of these altered circumstances, could well be counted as ‘existential’ given the aptness of his reply? (13)

iii. The strange case of Mr Todd

Taking a break from England, as he told his wife he would, Andrew decides to become an explorer looking for a much-fabled lost city in South America. He goes in grand style. But, little by little, his expeditionary force is whittled away, leaving only Andrew who is now suffering from a periodic fever that has incapacitated him. In that state he falls into the clutches of an illiterate Mr Todd who has an intense predilection to have his extensive collection of the novels of Charles Dickens be read to him on a daily basis. In the not too distant past, he had an educated person of African extraction read to him until he met his untimely demise. As Andrew is nursed back to better health, he reads to Mr Todd (whose surname may well be a play on the German word for ‘death’). In one of these novels, Andrew finds a contract that would have released this previous fellow from having to read to Mr Todd once he finished a certain novel. Mr Todd having signed with the letter ‘X’. Andrew realizes he is trapped, and suspects this fellow was perhaps shot trying to escape? Then Mr Todd administers a native potion to Andrew that has him sleeping for three days. In the interim three English gentlemen arrive enquiring about the whereabouts and fate of Andrew Last. Mr Todd gives them Andrew’s watch, inscribed with his name, and informed them that he died sometime shortly before. They leave, and, when Andrew wakes, he is informed about the fate of his missing watch… (14)

Obviously, we are traversing here relatively non-existential territory. There is a great inequality in the power relations between these two persons and where the aspirations of Andrew are completely overridden by Mr Todd. Evidently, Mr Todd does not observe the compactual requirements of contracts, i.e., where all parties observe and honor their existential performance. Andrew is being co-opted to read on a permanent basis and is being coercively prevented from leaving. That that obstruction extends to drugging him and misinforming his search party, and so on. The novel ends, in its English version with the poor cousins inheriting Andrew’s grand gothic house, modernizing it, and trying to maintain its upkeep. A memorial stone is inscribed with Andrew’s inferred death and this hero, or rather anti-hero, is designated simply ‘Explorer’ (when the reader knows well that no lost city was ever found and where he only found his confinement in the company of Mr Todd… sending up and mocking the notion of a long list of great British explorers in this period of colonial expansion). (15)
iv. The comic dispatch of Dr Messenger


As a comic strategy, Evelyn Waugh ‘dispatches’ the last European in Andrew’s expeditionary ensemble. This person is called Dr Messenger, a dour person Andrew hardly talks to, but, who, out of the goodness of his humanity, goes along the river in a canoe to seek help for Andrew who is currently suffering the vagaries of a persistent and periodic fever that has him hallucinating (in a very comic fashion for the reader). Rather unkindly, the author has him tipping over, falling into the river and drowning… with his bald head being the last thing the reader reads about, looking like one more rock smoothly polished by this river… (16)

At this point we need to attend to either the relatively existential or, rather, here, the relatively non-existential motives of the author. Mr Messenger (who has a message that will not be delivered about the health and whereabouts of Andrew Last) is unceremoniously dispatched as a comic device. Usually, in the portrayal of heroic missions, goodness in intentions is met with goodness as a consequence. But, of course, Waugh is not writing in that type of heroic genre but rather in the form of a tragi-comedy or farce. Then, it could also be argued, that that is life, get used to it, the world is not fair. C’est la vie! (17)

v. The problem of ‘bifurcated histories’

In this same vein, scrutinizing the horizons of a work of literature or an art work from an existential perspective may also explain why the American publishers were not happy with the English ending or, rather, non-ending of this novel. As it stood, it reminds me of many instances in popular music that often has no idea how to form a cadential sequence and, instead, introduces a slow fade. The volume goes down… and that is the end of that piece of music. Moreover, such an ending is rather unsatisfactory being, basically. a non-resolution, virtually a cessation of the novel by merely recounting the ensuing consequences of that mistaken inference. Quite briefly, merely outlining the ramifications of Andrew Last’s imputed death. Brenda marries a wealthy MP. Of course, the reader in all of this is much wiser and would like to know just what actually happens other than the inference that he is trapped by Mr Todd till one of those two parties dies. Then, there is the ‘existential’ pressure from readers, refracted through publishers that insist on a ‘righting of wrongs’ and the fact that ‘Mr Todd should meet his comeuppance in some form or other’. (18)

Evelyn Waugh somewhat bows to such pressures and writes an alternative ending that is often not published with the reprinting of this novel but does deserve to be appended to its initial version. However, again, we get, to my mind, another unsatisfactory denouement. Andrew escapes somehow, but we are not told how this specific train of events unfolded. Then Brenda, like a dutiful wife, meets him at Southampton on his arrival back in England and it is as if her series of adulterous affairs were entirely forgotten. John Beaver is suitably sidelined. She even gives up her flat in London. But, unbeknownst to Brenda, Andrew anonymously assumes the lease and we may suspect that this anti-hero has some life still left in him after all..? (19)

The second ending also falls flat in existential terms of reference. I suspect the author is ‘having a go’ at his American publishers? Writing the bare minimum expected of him and somewhat deconstructing that mission at the same time? We are not told how Andrew escapes, and his wife Brenda is written totally out of character. But, then it is hinted that Andrew is no longer in character either with his secret assumption of his pied-à-terre in London, formerly the pied-à-terre of his wife Brenda? Somehow, it seems a third ending is desperately needed in order to paper over some of the remaining ‘cracks’ in either story… an invitation for readers to blend their own versions of a more satisfactory sense of an ending? (20)

As all readers know, we may be presented with a bifurcation of choices, but, as potential historians, we can have no truck with so-called ‘alternative facts’.
 (21)
2. Provisional Conclusions, Comments and Observations…


Why this preoccupation of mine in attempting to dissect and delineate certain ‘existential’ elements, as either present or absent, in this specific novel? Because I believe we have a neutral platform here to show how we might be able to do the same in the skillful operations of an historian utilizing a pragmatic historical prospect illuminated from an existential point of view. Of course, this same observation is also meant to apply to the researches of all disciplinarians including that of the pragmatic philosopher. As noted elsewhere, it is my contention that a pragmatic ethics, e.g., devolves about this necessary adjunct of our needing to take on board a serious appreciation of this existential dimension.
 That this entails the ever-open receptiveness to this much overlooked dimension of the existential. An attitude that understands that forms of value production that disrupt the creation, preservation, and conservation of our relationships, generally, are detrimental to both our individual and collective passages through this world at large. An overall form of understanding that no longer avoids confronting an appreciation of the existential nature of e/valuational formation. Witness how both individual actions and non-actions, or endless deferrals of a deontologically oriented sense of responsiveness, accumulatively have been, are and will be detrimental to how we relate, e.g., to our planet, its weather, the very means of our survival as we head off towards a very uncertain sense of the future, and so forth. This crucial aspect of our relationships with others granted, if only hypothetically, just what do we need to know in order to then evidentially ascertain the conformal validity of such a proposal from a relatively non-hypothetical perspective? Or, in other words, just how should we spell out the salient features of such a perspective in order to discern for ourselves that we have a certain reality to hand that cannot be ignored.?! (22)

To answer this quest I would like to draw the attention of my reader or audience to the following headings, namely, a recognition of the priority or precedence of the relational over its relational constituents; the necessary need for an ongoing process of resolution or at least until a satisfactory conclusion is reached that is equitable for all parties concerned; a delivery of value that is greater than that invested in that relationship and, even more importantly, is comparatively greater than other possible modes of involvement that are also to hand; the seeking of an enrichment of our relationships that then oversees a positive re-e/valuation of ourselves as we stand before others, and so on. To conclude, let me quickly explore some of these features that are attendant upon the exercise of an existential attitude towards our relationships. (23)
i.
That a preferential precedence should be afforded to our relationships in their relational settings rather than merely paying attention to the participating parties in a relationship. In this regard, neither seeking to promote ourselves nor others at the expense of those relationships in question. (24)
ii.
That relationships come into and out of existence through a dialectical process of resolution. No resolution whatsoever, and the relationship is metaphorically ‘torn apart’, and, too much resolution and that same relationship then ceases to be. That it behooves us to observe the requisite degree of resolution to either maintain our relationships and their enrichment through mutual forms of relational experience or to observe their more timely demise should that, instead, be called for. In any event, conducting this form of consequential analysis; in effect, conducting histories of the future, and present whilst one is also being mindful of histories of the past. (25)
iii.
In every relationship there is usually a delivery of value that is greater than that invested in that relationship, but, what is more important, is that we seek those existentially oriented approaches that are comparatively more productive for all parties concerned. (26)
iv.
 That, we seek those mutual modes of existential intervention that oversee a more positive re-e/valuation of those relationships as we stand before others, and so on. Doing so by attending to those existential hallmarks, etc., that characterize the advancement of an existential orientation and find themselves reflected in an existential use of language such as e.g., where expressions seem to denote a special form of spontaneity, the sense and semblance of a togetherness, where agents act on the behalf of their relationships, where people find a sense of vocation that is suitably apposite, see expressions of behaviour that appear to demonstrate existential sentiments like respect, genuine affection, love, honesty, faithfulness, authenticity, integrity, and so on. (27)

That such a dimension is too important to overlook. Given that the relative presence or absence of such a pro-relational attitude is reflected in how we represent living-experience it behooves both the disciplinarian and the secularist to be observant as to how such a crucial aspect in lived-experience is being reported or not being reported… (28)


Ultimately, this observance of an existential dimension
 is not something totally alien or unbeknownst to us, but, metaphorically, is in the very air we breathe; on those occasions we smile with each other, or simply nod our heads in an understood sense of agreement; be absorbed in an artwork, enjoy a sunset; settle our differences with others, and so on… (29)

That, through such pro-relationally oriented observance,
 in encountering, recognizing and engaging in such a dimension, we stand to mutually advance our own existential freedom to be a person in this world through mutually advancing the existential freedom of others, and v.v. Hence, in this regard, we need to witness this experiential fact that the very nature of ‘mutual relational experience’ is none other than ‘emergent, non-reductive and existential in scope .!! (30)

      Noël Tointon, Wentworth Falls, 25.8.22.
*    	For latest version of this paper: � HYPERLINK "http://www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage5.html" �www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage5.html�


� 	This essay could be seen either as the ninth essay in a series on the general construction of a pragmatic historical prospect (i.e., essays 7D, 7E, 7F, 7G, 7H, 7I, 7N, 7O, and this essay 7P) or as the fourth essay in a series on the same topic but under the rubric of the observance of an existential perspective (i.e., essays 7I, 7N, 7O, and this essay 7P).


� 	Hence existential indicators, e.g., the semblance of the ahistorical, mutual agreements having been entered into, obligations incurred, etc.


� 	Hence existential predictors, e.g., obligations, a desire to remain upright, that promises will be honoured, etc.


� 	Hence existential hallmarks, e.g., a certain type of spontaneity, as if time stops or endures in the ongoing moment, the unique specificity of such experience, etc.


� 	Working from the understanding that ‘the existential orientation arises through the existentialization of the relative non-existential, and v.v. (but not through an existentialization of the relatively existential. Or, as Martin Buber might put it: through I-Thou-ing of the I-It). 


� 	This essay takes a rather static view of the relatively existential, as an existential orientation (where there can be neither the perfectly existential nor the thoroughly non-existential) given that we need to differentiate it from any number of other interpretative readings. In the next essay, it will be pointed out that the ‘existential difference’ is a dynamic ‘existential differential’, implying a transformational process, be that of the relatively non-existential or the relatively less existential (based on these three moments).


� 	I would argue that, like the economic constitution of all phenomena, the phenomena of disciplines are also constituted in a similar economic manner.


� 	In this we may be presented with bifurcated sets of choices, but, history, once enacted, is not something that can be considered as bifurcated.


� 	Defining a ‘textual situation’ as ‘the intentional depositions laid down in a classical text, like, e.g., a letter, or a non-classical text, like e.g., footprints, be that seen either as a single text, and/or a series and/or set/s of texts.


� 	Meta-textual aspects of textual experience that both write and read the apparent intentional outlines of textual experience. Entailed are general, prescriptive pattern as to how to either write and/or read such textual formation.


� 	The distinctive particularity of semantic type, mapped out in a variety of hierarchically structured semantic maps and hence their presentation as forms of description representing particular types of experience. Such descriptiveness being dictated by a mix of relatively phenomenal versus relatively phenomenological pressures to find such typological forms of mapped conformity.


� 	As noted elsewhere, this third economic moment is defined as a ‘non-systematic existential moment’ and denotes non-textually oriented simulations (‘non-textual’ by virtue of the experiential fact that ‘we can forget that we are either writing or reading in the midst of an act of textual formation’, and, ‘simulation’ by virtue of the fact that ‘images, etc, can be evoked in the writing and reading of such textual formations’). Here the existential acts as proscriptive in comparison to a descriptive phenomenology and a prescriptive hermeneutics.


� 	Refer to the previous essay. Pursuit, III.7O.7, etc. An economy of transformational retreatment consists of a pre-critical hermeneutical moment of pretreatment, a relatively critical phenomenological moment of treatment (raised in meta-status by one degree), and a relatively radical moment of existential retreatment (lowered in meta-status by one meta-degree). The latter as a moment of posttreatment can radically (and pragmatically) re-write the initial moments of pretreatment which also can be critically rewritten by the moment of treatment. 


� 	Which, hitherto, has been defined as ‘viable, qualified and anti-representationally oriented’.


� 	Arguments for such interpretations of intent, etc., being reinforced statistically through patterns of iteration found to support such contentions that, in turn, can also reinforce the adoption and adaptation of such comparatively more successful and ‘insightful’ interpretative frames of reference. Albeit maintained as provisional representations of that being presented as being economically ‘represented’ through the enaction of such patterns of iterative re-presentation. The economic implication being that no textual depositions can absent themselves from forms of existential involvement in some form or other.


� 	On the grounds that the relational ‘whole-and-its-parts’, as an emergent entity in experience, is greater than the mere ‘whole’ or the mere ‘sum of the parts of that relationship’.


� 	Unless one were a certain current and aberrant form of republicanism.


� 	As argued at length in a number of essays, e.g., Pursuit, III.2x. 


� 	An existential dimension can also be viewed as a domain of arbitration, whereas a public sphere can be viewed as primarily hermeneutical, and the private sphere as relatively phenomenological.


� 	Note the distinction between merely ‘relational’ and ‘pro-relational’. The former observes the constituents of a relationship, be that yourself or the other person or persons, the relational landscape, material and embodied objects and desires for the same, etc., whereas the latter attempts to see the relationship from is own sense of a relational perspective in which it attempts to see itself through us. This understanding, as a work in progress, then allows us to observe, through such alignment, suitable patterns of both responsive and responsible existential intervention in that relationship or those relationships in question.





