1
2

X15. Metaphysics Revisited? Part II:

A Critical Exposition of a 

Radical Reconstitution of a Non-Traditional Metaphysics

BOOK 10

The Pursuit of Philosophy as a Discipline
Volume III

The Prescience of Philosophy as a Discipline:

Beyond Criticism:

How Should Philosophy 

Progressively Perfect an Ongoing Critique of its Discipline,

And,

Through Such Constructive Insight,

Perceptively Appreciate the Nature of the Human Condition??

A Critique of Theory versus A Theory of Critique…

N. K. Tointon

2020 – 2025

X15. Metaphysics Revisited? Part II:

A Critical Exposition of a

Radically Reconstituted Non-Traditional Metaphysics
 
0. Pre-Introduction and Introduction

 
In his essay, it is my intention to ‘fill in the gaps’, so to speak, and ‘join the dots’ between the claims made in the previous essay in a more formal manner in order to argue that the meta-philosophical and inter-ordered nature of metaphysical both informs and pervades lived-experience from the perspective of the ‘everyday’. Albeit with a degree of extended insightfulness that is always there to some degree should we decide to both discern and refine a re-characterization of that lived-experience. A process of re(-)characterization that will inevitably introduce the element of the relatively-radical and chaotic. (0)


In order to fulfill this brief, I will reintroduce the concepts and methodological practices cited in the previous essay in a linear-like format starting with the archetypal economy, eventually heading towards the advent of metaphysically oriented experience  through the invocation of a ‘metaphysical turn’, briefly introduce the idea of a ‘metaphysical return’ along with the ramifications
 of such processes of re-orientation  through the auspices of reiterated processes of transformational retreatment, and end with the usual provisional conclusions and comments, etc. (1)

1. Preliminary Reflections


The space between any two dots on an imagined line remains an area inhabited, theoretically, by an infinitude of such possible insertions. With that thought in mind, how could a linear argument be constructed that perfectly links, sequentially, an assortment of interconnected ideas? If we were to think this is possible, as if glued together through competent argumentation, in what size should interconnected units of information be that would allow this interconnection to proceed from starting premises to concluding conclusions? Metaphorically we might think of these units as ‘bite-sized’, i.e., ideally of a size that metaphorically can be ‘eaten, chewed over, without choking’, and so on. (2)


As this model stands, we have the mechanism for dealing with both the relatively critical and the relatively-radical. With respect to the former we could say that now we have the following exposition in lieu of the previous exposition at this same place in an argument, but, now, amended accordingly with its replacement text. So, e.g., formerly I thought that person being seen in the distance to be my friend called ‘John’, but, the moment I put my glasses on I then realized I was entirely mistaken, namely, ‘that person being seen over there was not my friend called John’. However, in dealing with a potentially radical text we have to do something more than just the substitution of either one or two elements and/or one or two arguments, etc., and, instead, supply micro-arguments that seems to set us up to draw the inferential connections being implied through such a setting up of its contextually appreciated re-reading. (3)


I have cited the advent of ‘sliced bread’ as a model for a series of innovative turns where a text becomes radically re-configured in what originally would have been a new and novel form of re-presentation. E.g., we could imagine a person in a coma for fifty years suddenly waking up, with all their senses, and then finds themselves having to re-see the contemporary world through a mental lens that would not be so contemporary in its day-to-day education from some fifty years ago. So, bread is now ‘sliced’ and ‘packaged’. The corner store used to slice the bread, that could be understood, and, if sliced it would need to be securely packaged, just as, e.g., items were packaged in cartons, etc. Then, why not brand it with its company colours and logo, etc. In other words, these innovations, I suspect, would be quickly understood and well appreciated. That, a moments reflection should reveal their logical interconnectedness. (4)

2. The Ubiquity of the ‘Economic’


Most people are not aware of the ubiquity of the economic dimension. Meaning that trimodal economies are everywhere, and that we only have to look more closely. So, e.g., we have a past, present, and future; Or, in linguistics we have first person, second person and third person forms of speech, along with singular cases, dual cases either explicitly stated or implied, and plural cases, and so on. Not proposing an ultimate distinction between the epistemological and the ontological could well allow us to extend the range of the economic to the ontological from the epistemological domain. Nevertheless, what is of more importance is the fact that our mental organization, the very semblance of our thinking, is economic organized, i.e., trimodally. So, we have intentional economies, representational economies, economies of interrogation (involved in the asking of questions), temporal economies, spatial economies, economies of directed motion, perceptual economies, etc., etc. (5)


E.g., in the very proposal, say, of a ‘descriptive economy’ we can also invoke its correlative contrast with, say, ‘prescriptions’ and ‘proscriptions’ (or ‘conscriptions’, etc.). It should also become apparent, once economies are recognized, that multiple forms of economic alignment can also be engineered (in a methodological process of ‘economic complexification’ when, e.g., we find it as relevant to match, say, the historical ‘past’, with ‘analysis’ or the ‘reductive’, or the ‘phenomenological’, and so on). (6)


Taking an open, pragmatic attitude to the discernment of economic forms of triangulation of either its internal correlatives and/or possibly relevant external correlativities (in this process of economic complexification). (7)


Where in effect, this common economic semblance of organization can be sheeted back to the imputation of the archetypal economy. (8)

3. The Archetypal Economy


Basically, intentional consciousness and trans-intentional judgment are viewed through a trimodal lens with gestalt characteristics. I.e., the implicated postulation of the general consonance of the background field, the relative dissonance of a foregrounded focus, and the ensuing process of resolution between the former and its engendered co-association with a sense and semblance of subjectivity in keeping with the nature of that gestalt field, etc. So, e.g., if I am perceiving a bowl of apples, I am also a viewer who can appreciated those delicious apples, etc., as a ‘perceiver’ of those delicious apples, etc. In all of this we need not transgress what is already granted to us. What or who that perceiver is, is neither here nor there? In that regard, we have no need to speculate either in ontological terms of reference or in epistemological terms of reference likewise. So, ‘if there is a perception of apples’ then there is ‘an intentional perceiver of those apples’, basically, no more and no less. (9)


For convenience, we can nominate these three economic correlatives or dialectical moments of ‘field, focus and frame of reference’ (for the intentional ap/perceiver) to be, respectively, ‘World (W), Object (O), and Ego (E)’. (10)

To note also is the harmonic nature of this progression of World-Object-Ego, i.e., as ‘consonance-dissonance-resolution’. As economic correlatives, they mutually define each other through their joint negations. So, ‘intentional objectivity (O)’ is ‘jointly neither field (W) nor intentional subjectivity (E)’. The implication of these economic correlatives is that they cannot be entertained in any form of an impossible, non-economically functioning isolation. One reason why we have to dispense with so-called ‘positions’ and replace the same with the triangulation of approaches or economic perspectives or economic correlatives (or correlativities when viewed between economies), etc. (11)


The archetypal economy also allows us, in general terms, to establish a basis for economic complexity between parallel aspects of the archetypal economy, and, as well the proposing of a model for the engendering of orders (as six distinctive types of cognitive content and six distinctive types of trans-cognitive judgment). (12)

4. Economic Complexification


Through alignment between two different economies, on the basis of their common isomorphism constituting their archetypal organization, we can link various economic features in chains that practically comment and enrich these facets of any one economy in question. So, e.g., as noted, we can link the historical ‘past’ with ‘analysis’ and with the philosophical practice of ‘phenomenologically oriented discernment’, etc. Furthermore, through an intersubjectivity of observations, dictionaries of parallel expressions can be formed that make this process much more convenient.
 (13)

5. Ordered Judgments and Phenomena


This methodological practice has had a long history of evolution. In noting six distinctive kinds of judgment (and therein six distinctive kinds of ‘existence’ invoking the verb ‘to be’) I proposed their classification as well as the transformational rules that allowed us to pass from one to the next, etc. Originally, it was in a linear ad hoc form of organization that over time took on a less ad hoc complexion in a circular format. (14)


How do we transformationally-transition from an archetypal economy to an ordered economy? (15)


By taking the archetypal economy and preferencing either one moment or two moments in that economy (and by default supressing the other two moments or the remaining single moment respectively). By such means engendering these six orders accordingly.
 (16)


These six orders, in their trans-cognitive judgmental ordering, in their nominated order being...

11 
Phenomenological-Semantic Evaluation

21 
Aesthetical Evaluation

31 
Existential-Deontological Evaluation

41 
Pragmatical Evaluation

51 
Hermeneutic-Potential Evaluation

61 
Ontical (Factual) Evaluation. (17)


For an example of a transformational-transitional ruling we can move only to the sixth trans-cognitive order if and only if we can first establish its possible potentiality as a possible fact, etc. Only then should we next consider its truth status as a true fact. (18)


Later this ad hoc rule of preferencing/de-preferencing certain economic correlatives could be rendered relatively less ad hoc by invoking ‘the suspension as effectively de-privileging these moments’ and where the ensuing de-suspension as preferencing the moments, therein and thereby, preferentially selected’. (19)


Where ‘the relative suspension of one economic moment’ is referred to as ‘intra-mediation’, ‘the suspension of any two moments’ being referred to as ‘mediation’, and where ‘the working suspension of all three moments’ can be referred to as ‘inter-mediation’. (20)


But, we also note that one economic relative can operate (as an operator) on another economic correlative (operand) or the same economic corelative. E.g., the actual fact of a possible fact if confirmed or verified allows us to then understand its transformation accordingly. In notation, 61.51 = 61 if true, but, 51 if not true. (21)


Operations between unlike orders being referred to as a process of ‘duplication’. Processes between like orders being referred to as a process of ‘reduplication’. Where reduplication is instrumental in the formation of inter-ordered products. (22)

6. Inter-Ordered Judgments and Phenomena


Through reduplication of ordered phenomena (as judgments) there is engendered the following:

12
A Categorical Metaphysics,

22
A Psychological-Sociological Spectrum,

32
Political Enaction,

42
Enacted Political Behaviour,

52
Sciences,

62
Histories. (23)


Let me tentative describe the reasoning behind the formation of this listing of inter-ordered phenomena arrived at through ordered reduplication. (24)


A phenomenologically-oriented semantics of a phenomenologically oriented semantics articulates the metaphysical-like categories in use in the semantic mappings of lived-experience. E.g., I see an apple and recognize its ‘apple-ness’ along with its semantic mapping as ‘one type of a piece of fruit’(25)


Next, I reason that aesthetic experience essentially integrates pre-essential atomic-like units of distinctive phenomenologically interpreted encounters in an integrative, molecular mapping of those forms of semantic classification, and, thence, I would argue, reduplication would be instrumental in the articulation of different psychological states that can experience those same distinctive types of integration, etc. Just as, e.g., different colours in our experience of light will then be viewed under our correspondingly co-associated psychological abilities that allow us to perform that degree of integration, namely, ‘visual perception’, etc. ( as distinct from conceptions ‘about’ the same psychologically experienced types of phenomena). Furthermore, reflecting lived-experience, we should also not be drawing any absolutistical sense of a distinction between the ‘psychological’ and the ‘sociological given our working-identity as a person in a world of others is as both an interwoven mix of psychological and sociological aspects in its experiential construction. Witness the shared intersubjectivity of working-languages, and so on. (26)


The reduplication of the existential is indicative of the enaction of political power, i.e., the volition expressed by an individual in their social setting/s. But, because, the successful enaction of our individual aspirations is generally the result of our cooperation with others, in a world of arbitration, hence the broad denomination of ‘volition’ as a ‘political-like phenomenon’. (27)


The range of that political power being exercised in an economically fiscal sense and semblance of a world as lived and worked within, etc., and, therein and thereby, subsuming the disciplines to be found inthis world as lived and worked within, like, e.g., the business of law, the medical field, agriculture, etc., etc. (28)


In ‘the potentiality of the potential’ we are dealing with the probabilities involved in scientific preoccupations, etc. Hence ‘sciences’ (nominated in the plural through economic and extra-economic processes of ongoing re(-)triangulation, etc. (29)


In ‘the facts of facts’, we are dealing with the ‘historical’. Hence ‘histories’ (nominated in the plural through economic and extra-economic processes of re(-)triangulation, etc.). (30)


But within the inter-ordered we can also entertain additional forms of duplication and reduplication. E.g., ‘the history of science’ (which is a ‘history’ and ‘not a science’), and, ‘the history of history’ as a ‘meta-history’, and so on. (31)


Defining the ‘philosophical economy’ as ‘one-part hermeneutical, one-part phenomenal-phenomenological, and one-part (non-systematic) existential’. Thence the philosophy of history as a form of philosophy, and, a ‘philosophy of philosophy’ as a ‘meta-philosophy’, i.e., as coincident with the ‘metaphysical’ as here re-constituted.
 (32)

7. The Identification of the Metaphysical with Inter-Ordered Phenomena


Thence the identification of ‘inter-ordered-phenomena’ as ‘metaphysical in orientation’. (33)


Just as the reduplication of semantic categories becomes a categorical metaphysics through reduplication of the remaining orders, in turn, can also be viewed as a metaphysical orientation, I.e., as ‘meta-philosophical’ and also ‘inter-ordered’, and, where both, together, define the sense and semblance of the ‘metaphysical’. (34)

8. The ‘Metaphysical Turn’ through Suspensions, etc.


Both duplication and reduplication are bimodal operations in a trimodal economic context. However, reduplication overtly results in a process of metafication by one degree in meta-status. (35)


Such functions are observed, whether viewed passively, actively, and/or through existential engagement, through apposite forms of working suspensions (referred to elsewhere as ‘extensive suspensions’
). (36)


The suspension of such bimodal operations establishes the ensuing patterns of either duplication or reduplication through the ensuing force of the de-suspension/s. (37)


Thence the treatment of the ‘metaphysical turn’, but, through transformational retreatment, hopefully, we find an insightful ‘metaphysical return’ to the world of the everyday, etc. (38)

9. Transformational Retreatment


When we think about something, that something inescapably becomes elevated by one degree in meta-status. (39)


Beginning with the hermeneutically oriented pretreatment, i.e, that found there to hand be taken up as that already to hand, preferably neither in a speculative mode nor in a mode of logical discordance defectively mis-constructed through fallacious arguments, etc. In effect, starting with ‘prejudices’ as ‘prejudgments’, and so on. Invoking apposite meta-textual genres of behaviour, and so on. then, in a transition to treatment have a well-informed set of narrational facts to hand in order to give flesh to our conjectural economies. (40)


Treatment involves the exercise of ‘remediation’, i.e., parallel processes of deconstruction and reconstruction, operating through an elevation of metafication by one meta-degree. Conducted in a spirt of reform. (41)


Bringing, now, to hand the re-forming of reform as we are thrown back into this world as lived. (42)


Where retreatment is arrived at through the ensuing specific concrete historicity of a return to living-experience that, thereby, is intentionally deposited as lived-experience. Diagrammatically, giving us the economy of transformational retreatment (and its three economic correlatives of pretreatment, treatment, and retreatment) (and the correspondence of its trans-cognitive orders being numbered):
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10. Metaphysical ‘Return’


Thence the intra-mingling, mingling, and inter-mingling of both metaphysically oriented and philosophically oriented formations instrumental in the potentially insightful information to be found in all expressions of lived-experience as conjoined in both disciplinary and secular modes of experience. (44)

11. Metaphysical Ramifications


Proffering a critique of the relatively non-critical, the relatively-critical, and the relatively-radical, and, therein and thereby, the proffering of an overall insightfulness in conjunction with our ongoing triangulation of economic correlatives and corrrelativities (between economies entertained in parallel). Presenting both the appreciation and the living of that same form of productive experience through lived-experience. Refining those trajectories that proffer augmented and enhanced forms, respectively, of non-existentially oriented relational richness and non-systematic existentially oriented pro-relational enrichment... all coming together through a form of a trans-relational specificity of experience in the open-ended guise, hopefully, in our psychic movement towards the relatively systematic existential... (45)

12. Provisional Conclusions, etc.


Where the net result of such lived-insightfulness, only achieved through the working-suspensions implicated in the ongoing re(-)triangulation of perspectives, is the oversight afforded through a pragmatic philosophy with a deontological disposition, but, open to all positive forms of e/valuational formation, that are neither ideologically over-committed nor under-committed, where a suitable form and degree of commitment is existentially expressed, in a philosophy circumscribed by both a positive-nihilism and an anti-representational-representationalism, in a neutral attitude of uptake for both the religious and the secularist alike, and, where the overall tenor of this work in progress might be better summed up as either an existential-pragmatism and/or a pragmatic-existentialism... as to be emergently experienced through the exercise of our suspensions that, through de-suspensions, are then able to unleash, hopefully, the positively productive re(-)self-organization of our primary relationships !! (46)

. 

        Noël Tointon, Penrith, 29.12.24.
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� 	A topic that will be taken up in the next essay, Part III.


� 	E.g., The Seventh Book..., III.C.A.


� 	As noted in the previous essay. Pursuit, III.X.14.18.


� 	Refer to Appendix A in X17; Pursuit, III.X17.A.


� 	Pursuit, II..Book 2.





