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Preface*

It was suggested by a friend that I write a ‘summary’ of my ideas, and, ‘aim my sentences at an imaginary intelligent, articulate 16 year-old…’ (0.1)


This thought, for some reason I cannot quite put my finger on, at first horrified me. In thinking about that reaction, I asked myself just what audience do I hope to find and address in the writing of this book of essays. For that matter, too, I do not wish to write for 96 year-old philosophers who feel they do not have enough time left to deal with those many complex issues being explored, but, would like to note that I have tried to be as economical with my arguments as it was possible for me to conjure up their articulation and present them on paper… (2)

I have no age group in mind. But, recognize that this tome will most likely have only a very small audience who will hear and understand what I am attempting to achieve. The world is awash with books and the Internet is flooded with texts so the mere addition of mine should make for barely a ripple, if at all. But, it is my hope that a few fellow philosophers will find it engaging and question both it and themselves as they work their way through its relatively integrated web of tentative insights..? (3)

This book is meant to reprogram how we see the world. I argue for an existential dimension and how that overlooked ‘fact’ of our existence with-others recasts the prosecution of this or any discipline; be that by professionals, amateurs or their audiences. (4)

No one, other than a child, would eat a teaspoon of sugar. Nor for that matter, do we normally eat a teaspoon of butter or some other fat. But, put them together in the form of a cake or dessert or sweet treat and most of us would have trouble resisting the mere ingestion of just one small piece… if not, perhaps, for the public manners of the polite company there that we may have had the misfortune of being with on that occasion… (5)

In that light, we could think of ‘summaries’ as a rather artificial food. Just as in real music a row of notes and chords can be neither a sequence of mere consonances nor sheer dissonances, but, a healthy balance of both… (6)

This concept of ‘prosecution’ has the double sense of how this discipline of philosophy would be exercised, should be expedited, and, how this discipline can defend itself both before various professionals eager to diminish its statue and status, and, a public who often take their cue from the background hum of noisy debates poorly understood and all too often misreported in newspapers and on television or social media. A third sense of an ‘appeal’ can also be envisaged in which the value of this discipline must demonstrate its worth in order to regain such prestige that this important discipline deserves to maintain given that the primary role of all disciplines is to serve the world through the distinctive way that world is beheld by such professions... (7)
* 
For the latest version refer to: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage5.html

Rather than spoon feeding the reader with a concentrated supplement I am sure a better strategy might be to not feed them at all… at least, for a lengthy period of time. Instead, the mere dangling of tasty morsels, kept out of reach, might be a better plan to capture this so-called ‘imaginary’ reader. Proffer an array of philosophical problems, each one more perplexing that the previous one. Promise, through your self-promotion, a successive series of dazzling resolutions, and, by such means, lure your hungry audience to want to devour what solutions you then finally reveal before them… one by one… (8)

Instead, I can but promise my audience, indeed, that they will meet with a bewildering range of philosophical problems. However, these conundrums are not designed to perplex them but to encourage them to make them their own and, through such ownership, therein and thereafter, explore the merits of how, first, I have both defined them and defused such issues, and, second, more importantly, how they might wish to do this in some other form or format. In the process, getting them to question the value of those approaches that either they or myself, together or separately, might wish to follow… (9)

In these essays I address and question ‘what role the philosopher, professional or amateur, should have in this post-Postmodern, Contemporary era?’ In this context many philosophical issues are raised, from the nature of value to the nature of truth, from the existence of an existential dimension to the import of such an observation, from the nature of science and art to the nature of politics and economics within the ambit of the political-economy, and so on. I assure the reader, therefore, that there is no shortage of such puzzles, and, hope they enjoy confronting the cutting edge of such dilemmas as I have portrayed them... Above all, it is my hope we also find some considerable enjoyment and value in engaging in such a task…. (10)






      Noël Tointon, Wentworth Falls. 30.8.19.
Pre-Introduction

1.    Introduction to a Pre-Introduction


In this series of essays, I will focus on a number of problematic considerations in order to explore, in depth, the distinctive phenomenal-phenomenological nature of the philosophical attitude. (0.11)


Proffering in the process both an understanding how the philosophical attitude should function when critically exercised, and, therein and thereby, the manner of its defense… when all too often, otherwise, confronted by widespread contemporary acquiescence in the face of a misguided truthiness (and other dysfunctional aspects of an ever-present post-modern relativism, etc.). (12)

For example, I will investigate the archetypal, general, tri-polar nature of intentional economies. (13)


Continuing with an analysis of the particularity of the philosophical discipline through an exploration of the disciplinary economy. (14)


Ending these economic considerations through examining the specificity of the philosophical economy generated between the cross-fertilization of theoretical, practical and critical orientations. (15)


To complement these economic preoccupations, I will explore the imputation of an aligned interactions within and between phenomenological correlations, hermeneutical accommodations and existential transformations, and, their collective, interactive relationship to truth determination/s. (16)


With such preparations in place, I will set out to explore a defense of the philosophical discipline as well as attempting to understand the functionality of the philosophical process. (17)


Continuing these explorations with an in depth understanding of the nature of criticism; outlining the pre-conditions, conditions and post-conditions that insightfully-oversee the prosecution of a successful critique. (18)


Along the way I will propose various conclusions, comments and observations; albeit in a tentative, provisional temper. (19)

2.    Problematic Considerations


Under this heading I ask myself a number of important questions that need to be addressed, if not immediately answered, in order to safely proceed with the complexities of this exploration, namely, what is the role or are the roles to be observed by the philosopher; be they as a professional or amateur operating within the distinctive boundaries of this discipline? (20)


As a phenomenologist can the philosopher be correctly regarded as a type of scientist? What does the critical phenomenologist discover if at all? (21)


As a conceptual analyst what does the philosopher discern that is different from that which would be discerned by a meta-linguistic negotiator, and v.v? (22)


In what manner does a linguistic negotiator differ from a constructive social critic or cultural commentator? (23)


On what grounds can we observe a ‘philosophically oriented process of deliberation’ as being fruitfully framed in and through a hypothetical relationship with this imputation of a ‘philosophical economy’, and, what right have we to validly assume a co-relationship between the tri-polar aspects of that relationship as I have discerned both therein and therebetween?? These co-relational aspects being, among others, the following, namely, theoretical/phenomenological/particular levels of analysis versus practical/hermeneutical/general levels of investigation versus critical/existential/specific examinations, etc.
 By ‘etc.’ we could add the tri-polar textual//meta-textual//non-textual aspects of textual experience; disciplinary differences as relative differentiations//non-differences as de-differentiations//meta-differences as hyper-differentiations or super-differentiations, and so on. Such imputed ‘parallels’ or ‘isomorphic transformational co-alignments’ will be discussed in due course.
 (24)


To proffer this level of explanation it would appear that we would need to construct a complex frame of reference with a suitable depth of narration. Indeed, suitably outlining a theory of intentional formation, etc., in conjunction with a theoretical approach to an in-depth appreciation of value formation, i.e., valuational formation (given the tri-polar nature of a valuational economy as that generated between identities, functions and ensuing values, and, the transformational productivity of such apparent tri-polar interactions). (25)


Or, to circumvent such theoretical elaboration we might be able to supply a more practical perspective by outlining the apparent valuational enrichment furnished by such a scheme. In effect, demonstrating the amplification of value, insight and ensuing oversight supplied through the application of such a heuristic device (be that in a simplified form or format; perhaps subjected to either ongoing qualifications and/or retrospective qualifications should that be felt necessary given the effective simplification of that application). (26)


So, in order to give the reader an idea of what this complex heuristic approach involves let me start with such simplifications and later supply what qualifications are necessary on a basis of more ‘a need to know’ and when ‘such a need needs to be present’. (27)


In this type of construction certain philosophical observations will be axiomatically introduced (be that enacted formally and/or informally in the introductory manner of their presentation). Such tenets need to be taken on a basis of trust with provisional degrees of confirmation being established through the use of their application. This process of confirmation being amplified through relative, differentially successful valuational enrichment through an overall enrichment of insight, oversight and (re-sightful) e/valuation. I.e., that in the tri-polar nature of the valuational economy we find a relatively greater enrichment in, first, insightful identifications; second, functions and their relation to more practical forms of oversight, and, third, an evaluation of values presented through such deeper forms of (re-sighted) e/valuation.
 (28)


So, with the above simplifications in mind, let me proceed by arguing, first, for an economic perspective (as defined by myself); second, demonstrating a basic tri-polar appreciation of the same; and, third, that in a philosophically oriented discipline that this would entail a need to recognize the necessity of phenomenologically, hermeneutically and existentially oriented inputs, etc. After establishing this outline, let me then apply the same understandings to the archetypal nature of a discipline and note the implications this has for a deeper appreciation of the philosophical discipline; be that ‘philosophical pursuit’ exercised by either a (self-perceived and/or other-perceived) professional or an amateur. (29)

3.    As a Rule… Investigating the General, Tri-Polar Nature of Economies, etc.

How do I transmit the need and transcendental-like necessity for an economic space in whose circulation the ongoing spontaneity of valuational formation arises? Or, put more simply, that value can only arise, circulate and be appreciated within the apparent confines of an economic space?
 (30)


Through engendering an economy in which such a topic will finds its suitable thematization in a form that is appropriate, proper and apposite…! (31)

In this pursuit, I will construct a number of ‘essays’ that will range from the aphoristic or propositional in style to those essays more expository or commentarial in orientation. (32)






     Noël Tointon, Wentworth Falls, 3.12.18.


The writing of this book naturally fell into two sections. Hence, first, a philosophical grammar, and, second, a contragrammatical philosophy. It was then expanded to include a set of Appendices of which the last was originally envisaged as a small book. (33)

By ‘grammar’ is meant an outline of definitions, philosophical styles of language and a selection of relevant genres in which to critically approach this topic ‘what is philosophy?’ and ‘how do we enact a critical philosophical attitude?’. (34)

By ‘contragram’ is meant a particular type of complex propositional structure centered on “‘X’s treatment of y’, and, ‘Y’s treatment of x’”. I would argue that the psychic intersection of these two (or more) closely related types of topical-possibility should help us to glimpse some sense of reality between their entailed parallel/anti-parallel content-and-parallel/counter-parallel processes. That their ‘psychic intersection’, in effect, is a type of de facto transcendental suspension, and, on its simulated entertainment, should be productive of relevant forms of co-associated insight. ‘Insight’ in this book being centered on the critical exposition and expedition of the philosophical enterprise. (35)

I am hopeful that my readers will find something in this set of essays that illuminates this topic asking ‘what is philosophy?’, ‘what should philosophy be?’, and, how does one become critically philosophical in our phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential explorations?’. (36)

      N.K.T., Wentworth Falls, 4.3.19.
Part I: A Philosophical Grammar
� 	My expression ‘explorations’ being defined as a mix of general investigations, particular analyses, and specific examinations.


� 	A more deep exploration would argue that all economic activity (from the intentional to the financial) can be probed through a variety of tri-polar lenses with a similar isomorphic transformational architecture although the apparent value of such an approach, observed through relevant forms of critical reflection,  needs to be ascertained in comparative terms of reference with a natural preference on those approaches that are productive of a greater degree of valuational formation; where by ‘valuational’ is meant taking a tri-polar format that notes valuational identities, valuational functions, and valuationally derived forms of value formation. In more simple terms of reference, what is basically meant is the overall degree of relative enrichment realized through the utilization of a certain overall set of economic frames of reference be that referential mix entertained as either an individual economic reference frame or as an interacting collection of the same. Treating a ‘frame of reference’ as a representational map of the world (as lived in a certain manner)’ (between at least three points of reference) we could say that such a map needs to be fit for purpose. So, e.g., a few marks on a piece of paper entertained as a map may or may not be adequate in comparison to a Google map found on your mobile or cell-phone, whereas, in contrast, a map with a 1:1 scale of over-detailed representation would be too much information and, effectively, be useless; especially on a long journey. In other words, such ‘mapping’ needs to be both relevant in perspective and enacted on a relevant scale; i.e., be both fit for purpose and relatively more productive in overall valuational formation.


� 	These three aspects primarily implicate phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential forms of exploration respectively. That, on that understanding, I would then be able to later demonstrate that the philosophical economy must involve these three forms of engagement and that, as a result, the philosopher, among others, needs to be a phenomenologist, etc., in order to a be fully fledged philosopher. By casting a meta-linguistic negotiator in an ‘existential’ light, and, therefore, through an ensuing enrichment of subsequent and consequent e/valuation we should not overlook these necessary inputs that are more phenomenologically and hermeneutically oriented. That the same tenets, etc., of course, would also apply to all disciplinarians and non-disciplinarians, be that appreciated or not. By ‘existential’ is meant that economic aspect that focuses on values, valuation, evaluation; the transcendental, trans-cognitive/trans-perceptual nature of judgments, etc. (along with the sixfold nature of their ordered determinations as will be later reintroduced and discussed).


 	A threefold perspective argued for in my last book: Existential Trans-Economic Creation, Circulation and E/Valuation.





