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Appendix G: An Overview of The Pursuit of Philosophy as a Discipline
Through Noting its Prosecution, Practicalities and Prescience*
The Continental Philosophy Group Conference Presentation 2019

Two days before flying to China, in September 2019, I finished writing The Prosecution of Philosophy as a Discipline. It took me about ten months to write. It is a strange experience for me not to have something to work on as a writer. I do have some vaguely thematized topics in the field of Sanskrit philosophy but not having done the necessary reading and research I was in no position to write them up. So, for a couple of days I was no longer ‘an author currently engaged in writing’. However, on the plane this lack of vocation was quickly rectified when I realized this book, just completed, was only the first of three volumes.
 Indeed, I now see my first volume as ‘theoretical’ in orientation, and, that a second volume should concentrate on the ‘practicalities’ of philosophy whilst the third should explore how philosophy could realize an invaluable critique of culture, and, in this regard, would have a certain ‘prescience’. That these three volumes would go under the cover of The Pursuit of Philosophy as a Discipline (hence the title above). (0)

I took the word ‘prosecution’ in two senses – as ‘a much needed defense of philosophy as a discipline’ and ‘how philosophy, as a discipline, should ideally function?’ For many years I have argued that, if, from philosophical reflection, we can better understand a certain topic then we should be able to better comprehend, perform and critique the functions that pertain to that topic. However, through the explorations of this book I have arrived at quite a different take on this more traditional defense of mine. As I have argued that there exists a pro-relational dimension of the existential, and, that the critical economy of philosophical engagement coincides with this dimension then it would follow that we must invoke this existential perspective in order to pursue this critical philosophical appreciation of our current topic to hand, and v.v. That, in essence, the distinctive task of the critically engaged philosopher is to divine the lived-value of that to hand and, therein and thereafter, promote an experiential enrichment of its current richness in valuation(al formation). Indeed, quite a different, more active defense from the rather passive approach hitherto adopted. (1)

A number of themes preoccupied me in the course of writing this first volume. What does it mean to be critical, to what extent must we invoke some concept of truth, how should we deal with fake news and conspiracies without merely reinforcing their misguided sense of what is real, and, how do we understand and deal with power and its misuse in, say, a populist or totalitarian context, etc???? Or, indeed, what is the role of the philosopher in working through such issues..? (2)
*    
For latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage5.html

One of the recurring theme brought out in this book is the need to recognize that significance is an economic affair, i.e., as defined by myself, as ‘a process that can only be thematized in a tripolar field’. As an implicit critique of David Hume, e.g., we cannot run a ‘causal economy’ as ‘a reduction of recurring iterations to mere inductive anticipations, or similar’. Furthermore, our field of enquiry cannot be projected into the univocal impossibility of the realism of a so-called external world, nor, for that matter, some form of idealistic imputations. Then, even the bimodal concepts of cause and effect must equally fail us in attempting to suitably construct a causal philosophy. In their place, (among a complex set of overlapping trimodal fields) I would replace such univocal and bimodal metaphors with the tripolar positioning of ‘pre-conditions, conditions and post-conditions’ and other apposite tripolar configurations. Deconstructing traditional concepts on one hand, and, proffering tripolar possibilities on the other in my second volume I will be attempting to construct the outlines of a casual philosophy that will better help us to understand the nature of existential intervention. I.e., asking how, philosophically, either the professional philosopher or the amateur philosopher, or, indeed, even the non-philosopher too, can promote the richness of our existences, in this world at large, as we, through necessity, must engage with others in this world both lived-and-shared? That on this basis of a causal philosophy, and its adjunct of an existential interventionalism, I will then explore a number of perplexing topics from the formation of personal identity to the changing nature of work, from how political reforms can be better engineered to how the discipline of philosophy,
 itself, can be best expedited… and assist in this very process of discerning individual and communal forms of existentially oriented re-(e)valuation..? (3)

In this ambition, I suspect, I will be preoccupied as a writer for the rest of this year and well into the next, if not the year after… (4)

Now, in the context of this re-positioning on the nature of philosophy, i.e., the nature of its prosecution, practicalities and implied prescience, etc., it would naturally follow that those philosophers who are not found to be observing the centrality of this discipline, namely, the existential defining and refining of our values as we engage others in this world both lived-and-shared, should perhaps be ‘prosecuted’ for this failure to follow the core dictates of this discipline? Given that we are in the midst of an existential crisis, who else is there to help us to navigate this world but philosophers, professional or otherwise? How should we conduct ourselves before-others given political populism and demagogues; political unrest and protests; an erosion of democratic institutions; over-surveillance in a world of massive data-collection; totalitarian ideologies; neo-liberally promoted forms of excessive inequality; extinction rebellions, environmental collapse; corrupt and inept politicians… and philosophers over-obsessed with abstract philosophical problems…?  Just how do we seriously address these anomalous times that confront each and every one of us…? (5)




Noël Tointon, Wentworth Falls/Sydney, 12.10.19/10.11.19.
A Simple Parable…


Imagine a thousand years in the future a group of professionals; philologists, hermeneuts, philosophers, social scientists et al, have formed a Xmas Fruit Cake Project
 in order to understand what the significance of this cultural item was for people in this current era. They discuss their interpretations of miscellaneous recipes in a number of languages and have some idea what is meant by ‘fruit; and ‘cake’, but, as yet, have not tasted such a cake. Then, when some consensus has formed as to its probable ingredients and method of assembly a cake is baked, iced, and sampled by this august college of professionals. This first example of a fruit cake is tasted, found to be quite delightful, and, a group of culinary specialists decide to perfect the recipe… (6)


This is a simple tale being told to a group of simple, grounded folk... For those who wish to reflect upon its seeming simplicity what is the moral, or, rather, what are the morals that we might wish it discern behind its commission and dissemination? (7)


That ‘the proof of the pudding is in the eating’, literally, in this instance. It is all very well pondering on recipes, the significance of this phenomenon of a fruit cake is that it is meant to be eaten. We could say, for a start, that this emergent dimension of the baked and iced fruit cake is like the existential dimension. It cannot be suitably appreciated at the reductive level of either a recipe or its parts therein. Furthermore, we should realize that there is no perfect recipe for a fruit cake, but, such recipes act as a certain genre and that some people will prefer to bake and/or eat various versions of this overall genre. That, in comparison, truth is not absolute but something that can be approached albeit somewhat as a matter of taste and that, perhaps, some people have a more refined sensibility in that regard. Among other things, it was also noted by a perceptive soul that this cake was meant ‘to be shared with others’ and, whether it was professionally baked by a chef or baked by an amateur cook, at the end of the day it was something to share with others, and, for us to take a pleasure in this sharing… (8) 

N.K.T., 10.11.19.

Some Additional Points…


I used this presentation as the Keynote Address to the Continental Philosophy Groups Mini-Conference, 2019. (9)

I am very much heartened by our current philosophers here who are all contributing their piece to this puzzle… how do we adapt to the changing cultural landscapes and find a meaningful resilience in this world as lived with-others..? (10)

Two concluding points I would like to make. We do not have access to an absolute theory of truth. But, then, equally, it is not the case that we have no access to a vision of truth whatsoever. In this in-between-land we should refine our working appreciation of this world as lived and, therein and thereafter, in accordance with our various capacities and abilities, refine our alignment with the ways of this world at large… (11)

Last. The word ‘observation’ has both passive and active senses. Not only should we describe the world but also observe its prescriptions and proscriptions. It is all very well appealing to a naturalistic prohibition on not confusing these two realms of epistemological endeavor, namely, the descriptive and the prescriptive, etc., but, then, if you saw someone burning their fingers in a fire, I believe, we can credibly form the prescription/proscription of ‘how unwise it would be to do that again…’ In this world today, we must learn from both our successes and failures, and, forge new ways of dealing with the exigencies of modern life. The laissez-faire approach to economics was subverted by neo-liberalism; then, communism has been subverted by nationalisms… today, all such ideologies have long consumed any usefulness they may have possessed, and, in this regard, have well-surpassed their use-by-dates. I am sure our fellow philosophers, through their patient research and hard work, are helping to make that transition a better one for all of us…! (12)









N.K.T., 10.11.19.

Potential Talking Points:
1. Why does (the practice and discipline of) philosophy need defending?

2. What is this new role for the exercise of (a ‘practical, applied) philosophy’?

3. How do we delineate the imputation of this ‘existential dimension’?

4. How do we disseminate this sense of an ‘existential re-positioning’?

5. Just how do we existentially evaluate ‘valuational formation’?

6. What are the ramifications of an ‘existentially oriented interventionalism’?
7. What are the ramifications of this definition of ‘tripolar economic significance’?

8. How do we explain this imputed coincidence between the ‘existential’ and ‘critical dimensions’?

9. How do we successfully deconstruct false narratives, fake news, unfounded conspiracies, etc?

10. Is it the case that this distinctive vision of the ‘philosophical’, therefore, implies a distinctive sense of ‘discipline’, and v.v?
11. How might or should ‘wayward’ philosophers be ‘prosecuted’?

12. What are the most important issues that all philosophers should be seriously exploring and proffering practical forms of resolution? (13)

Controversial Aspects of this Critical-Existential Re-Positioning/Interventionalism?
1. That we can argue for a middle path between relativism and absolutism.

2. With the implication that qualified truth determination can be exercised.

3. Implying that we can entertain a qualified theory of truth (determination).

4. That a certain objectivity in truth determination is both possible and necessary.

5. That there exists an existential dimension…

6. Coincident with our appreciation of a critical dimension.

7. That in this observation we find a practical basis for philosophy…

8. In a defining and refining of a relatively-objective existential e/valuation.

9. Giving legitimate grounds for an existential interventionalism…
10. Where, retrospectively, enacted patterns of judgment can be re-e/valuated.

11. Where future consequences can be anticipated…

12. And, successful patterns of responsiveness can be existentially re-directed. (14)
� 	Mirroring how my three recent critiques of Neo-Liberalism also, individually, took a theoretical, practical and critical stance.


� 	Arguing that the primary role of philosophy is to promote this process of positive, existentially oriented re-(e)valuation (rather than being over-preoccupied with philosophical problems and controversies, etc.). Hence its concern with ‘practicalities’ rather than the theoretical nature of philosophical issues per se (along with, hopefully, the potential thematization of insightful forms of prescience?).


� 	Given the title of the ‘X Project’, and, supervised by ‘The Fruit Cake Society’.


� 	Be that through an ordered perspective and/or a non-ordered (and lay oriented set of) perspective/(s)?





