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I dedicate 

This extended essay,

Arguing for an urgently needed re-construction of the political-economy,

To Francesco,

To my many philosophical friends at

The Continental Philosophy Group, and,

To all those ‘malcontents’ who are either the subject or object 

Of the distorted creation of neo-liberal benefit or loss,

And, all those in between;

Who may gain but more likely stand to lose 

In the wake of this phenomenon et al, and,

All those who are culturally progressive and both see this need for and seek …

Existential Re-Construction…!
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Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy

Through Engaging its Malcontents

And Promoting its Progressive Proponents*
i.    Foreword

In this second extended essay on the topic of neo-liberalism and allied ideologies and their distortion of the political-economy, both local and global, I will again start with another recent essay published by George Monbiot in the Guardian.
 I find this author succinct and very insightful, as well as a good starting point for this essay which seeks to more directly ‘treat’ this condition; i.e., phenomenal-phenomenologically describe this neo-liberal condition, hermeneutically interpret its causes and effects, and, existentially proffer a form of redress that deals with its ‘malcontents’. This expression is deliberately left ambiguous in both active and passive senses or readings. I.e., those ‘malcontents that cause such neo-liberally induced malcontentment’ and those ‘that suffer such malcontentment’ (some of whom were famously referred to as ‘a basket of deplorables’
, whereas, in ethical or moral reality, those that, advertently and/or inadvertently, have caused such grief would be better described by such a moderate label, although, I am sure, there are many, also, that would want to use much, much stronger language). (i)


By this expression ‘progressive proponents’ just whom are we speaking of? All those people, either on or off whatever part of the political spectrum that they feel they inhabit or are seen to inhabit, who have and show a strong degree of ‘care and concern’ for all people and their life-worlds that they inhabit in regard to these forms of ideological distortion of the political-economy and beyond. Those people that show a strong degree of concern for that form of behaviour, especially when subject to patterns of proliferation, that is both de-ontological proper and pragmatically appropriate; i.e., those patterns of behaviour that strengthen the democratic process and assist in the ongoing maturation of this democratic life-world rather than ‘progressively’ impede its expression and/or causing its retrogression. Such care and concern being expressed across the gamut of individuals, families, communities, organizations, expressions of local and national government, nations and globally on an international scale. (ii.)


Why use this expression ‘existential reconstruction’? Because rectification will occur when a pro-relational stance is observed both wittingly and/or unwittingly, and, when and where our relationships to others are allowed to speak, first, for our relationships themselves, and, then, second, for us within those same relationships. Indeed, by privileging our relationships (given that our relationships are greater than the some of their parts through emergence, and, cannot be reduced to the mere sum of their participants)!
 In such a process of progressive amelioration we must dispense with a priori forms of thinking; unreflective, habituated, reflexive forms of responsive, more often than not, with unintended consequences worse than the condition being treated, etc. In other words, a call for responsible approaches that demonstrate an evidential rectification of the problems being addressed. (iii.)


Why write this essay? In the ensuing Introduction, I will deal with some of my complex motivation behind its commission. It would appear , to many of us that our global and local worlds seem to be facing a number of challenges, indeed, if not immanent crises, from climate change to a general non-improvement in living standards in the wider developed world, increasing levels of unemployment and underemployment to the need for an urgent evolution, if not revolution, in the role ‘work’ needs to perform in a future reshaped through automation and robotization, etc., and, from a decline in our acceptance of a widening inclusivity to greater levels of inequality along with the threat that such a state of affairs has for the healthy preservation and conservation of our relatively mature democracies
 let alone those democracies that are just developing, etc??? (iv)

This essay will also address a number of philosophical themes, when and where they arise, through the use of lengthy footnotes. Hence this subtitle: With Philosophical Comments Expressed through Monographical Footnotes.
 (v.)






             Noël Tointon, Sydney, and Leura, 26.11.16.

Post Scriptum: I am hopeful my reader will forgive my seven introductions to this extended essay. As it has been said, and I paraphrase, ‘the work of the phenomenologist is an ongoing series of introductions’. Be that as it may the Foreword above is a brief notification of intent as well as an indication of my desire to bury digressions in the form of footnotes. In my Pre-Introduction I outline a presentation that will be given to The Continental Philosophy Group which will look at three issues of the theoretical, non-reductive nature of the political-economy, the practical aspect and probability that neo-liberalism is a phenomenon and not a series of closely related phenomena, and, how such critical insights can help us to better understand neo-liberally induced malcontentment induced in the US and Australia (and is to be read on 8 January 2017). My Introduction examines the motivation behind my complex title in order to better understand the integrated complexity of my intentions behind the development of these investigations, etc. Then, my Post-Introduction focuses on why there is a relative voter antipathy towards a relatively a major party and what a relatively major party would need to do to recapture this ‘protest’ vote albeit in the confines of a brief sketch. My Preamble gives an introduction to my vision of the political scene by noting how a mature democracy does not usually exert a hegemony or dictatorship of the majority although in the hands of a demagogue this balance can be rewritten. Then, my Preface becomes a formal introduction to the structure of this extended essay, itself, once these complex preliminary considerations were adequately dealt with and found able to be put behind us. The Re-Introduction, finally, outlines the major structures of my extended essay. I am hopeful, by running this series of introductions, that I will not need to return too often to previous work examined elsewhere.in order to clarify the details of my arguments, etc.          

N.T., 24.12.16/5.1.17.

*For the latest version of this essay: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html
Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy

Through Engaging its Malcontents

And Promoting its Progressive Proponents

An Introduction to Neo-Liberalism:

Questioning this Apparent Phenomenon in the Political-Economy?

ii.  Pre-Introduction to this Topic presented at The Continental Philosophy Group
*

0.    Outline


This presentation, as a pre-introduction, is divided between a theoretical exposition, a practical application, and a critical examination of this apparent political-economic phenomenon of neo-liberalism (et al)
 (noting its complexities and co-associations). (0)


In a theoretical exposition, I will introduce my vision of the political-economic economy as a disciplinary sphere and mode of life, as a life-world
 or prospect, that cannot be reduced to either a political sphere or an economic sphere. In arguing for this irreducible status, we will find a reference frame with wider terms that should help us to better appreciate the ramifications that have arisen from the relatively recent spread of this ideology. The neo-liberal reconfiguration of this sphere of disciplinary influence has consequences for us given it is where all of us live and experience the central dissemination of power through endeavouring to realize the arbitration of both our individual ambitions and social aspirations of others. Without the ministrations of others neither ambitions nor aspirations could be realized. Thence our inescapable immersion in this prospect. (1)


In a practical application, we will determine the features of this apparent phenomenon of neo-liberalism and then enquire as to whether such features are the co-association of miscellaneous phenomena or whether this apparent phenomenon, indeed, is an actual phenomenon? I.e., are these closely co-associated features indicative of an actual phenomenon or merely the associations of a number of phenomena usually found to be merely co-associated? However, the unerring co-association of such features would be more indicative of our expectation of an underlying unitary phenomenon or condition. (2)


In a critical examination, we will note the ramifications an understanding of this ‘phenomenon’ would have in our inspection, interpretation and commentary on the unravelling of a specific political scene. In this regard, we will briefly look at both the current American and Australian political landscapes. (3)

*For the latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html

It is obvious that there is considerable political and economic malcontentment present in a number of mature democracies; witness Brexit, the rise of Trump and the re-emergence in Australia of politicians like Pauline Hanson and her political party One Nation, e.g., etc. Some have argued that a trend for increasing ‘inequity’ alone is not capable of explaining these democratic perturbations, and, that one will need to also recognize a current anxiety over an overall process of ‘dis-equity’ wherein people ‘see’ a loss of working conditions, etc., and, a future fearfulness in a seemingly inevitable process of ‘non-equity’ wherein, on balance, more people will lose their current forms of employment through the digital disruption of the workplace and the very changing nature of work itself.
 Not that we fear a loss of work per se but what that work means in terms of being employed and being paid an adequate recompense for the course of our labours. (4)


To understand both neo-liberalism and its adverse ramifications we need to understand what is implied in this concept of the political-economy (with the hyphen). (5)

In essence: 1., theoretically arguing for a political-economy that cannot be reduced to the political and/or economic spheres… as the locus of the neo-liberal condition resulting from the iteration of the neo-liberal phenomenon or set of phenomena. 2., practically examining the nature of the neo-liberal condition in order to better recognize the same. 3., critically examine the ramifications of this ideological pattern of de-centering in order to reverse and re-center the same through its de-de-centering. (6)

1.    Theoretical Exposition


Why this proposition of a political-economy with a hyphen rather than accepting a the relatively non-commensurable worlds of politics and economics? (7)


Thankfully, politics is not primarily in the ‘business’ of making a profit! The application of economics is not in the business of governing a country! The raison d’être of politics is social improvement and individual betterment (of opportunity). In contrast the raison d’être of business is too create a company (for the formation of value), preserve that value, conserve it through expanding upon its formation, and, expanding that expansion. The latter, meta-conservation, is a meta-imperative – companies, normally, are not only predicated on making a profit but also seek to enlarge upon such profitability. One reason why the neo-liberal tendency for outsourcing, say, a government health service to private health insurance, will eventually be counter-productive given that, in contrast, a non-privately run health service is not predicated on the making of a profit on the suffering of others… nor is it predicated on amplifying that profit year after year! (8)


What arguments can I present for this proposition that the recognition of the general life-world of the political-economy (as a particular prospect wherein specific disciplines of political-economics can be sited/sighted/cited) is necessary in order to better understand ideological distortions of the same like neo-liberalism, communism, etc? (9)


First, the apparent phenomenon of neo-liberalism cannot be reduced to either a political sphere or economic sphere given that it appears to independently straddle both. Furthermore, we must also recognize that politics does not operate purely in a political sphere and neither do economic considerations operate outside the realm of political influence. Businesses are also political-like in their organization. So, given the relatively incommensurate worlds of politics and economics (to the extent ‘governments are not in the business of making a profit’ and ‘countries should not be run just like businesses’) it follows that there is this need for the political-economic dimension in order to better understand the interactions between governments and businesses, etc. (10)


Now central to the functioning of the political-economy we can impute the necessary operation of policy formation where information is exchanged through the dissemination of policies in the translation of political aspirations into social reality through their economic implementation, and v.v., etc. In this regard, we can note that policy formation has politically oriented policy thematization, economically oriented policy implementation, and, that equally important to note, we should also entertain the critical supervision of the former. Hence my division of the political economy into the three sub-disciplinary spheres of politics, economics and stylistics.
 The latter is concerned with the distinctive manner stylistically oriented process of resolution are entered into, and, the apparent efficiency and successfulness that such resolution is actually arrived at (in line with the expression of such intentions be they as a mix of individual ambitions and/or public aspirations). This sub-discipline being primarily divided between passively oriented criticism and actively oriented managerial intervention (although such a division, rightly, is artificial being more dialectical in scope given the changing nature of such interactivity
)(additionally, the monitoring and enforcement of compliance should also form a third division or sub-sub-discipline). (11)


The observation, yet to be examined, that a political-economy makes better sense of certain trans-political-economic phenomena… and that such insights will better assist us in performing existentially oriented patterns of re-direction that will lead to the eventual de-de-centering of ideological distortions that disturb, and sometimes disrupt, the functioning of a (mature) democracy. (12)

In essence: 1., we can propose the imputation of a political-economy given that politics and economics, as (sub-)disciplines, are relatively incommensurate, and, given the centrality of policy formation at the center of the viable political-economy. 2., furthermore, that such a proposition better assists us in understanding adverse political-economic phenomena, and, by implication, how de-centered ideological policy settings might be better re-directed, rectified, re-normalized, etc. (13)

2.    Practical Application


The existence of a viable political-economy accepted, how, therein, does the neo-liberal condition manifest itself? (14)


George Monbiot, in a recent essay
 succinctly highlighted a number of key features that characterize this apparent phenomenon/set of phenomena. I abbreviated them in the following fashion.

i.
That a competitive environment is natural and should not be disrupted.

ii.
We are what we are through our own efforts, our own enterprise.

iii.
That governments are too large and their embrace too extensive.

iv.
Therefore the number of civil servants, e.g., should be cut.

v.
That the non-governmental aspect of the economy delivers more efficiently.

vi.
Therefore outsourcing is more cost effective.

vii.
That the markets themselves will deliver what is needed in the economy.

viii.
That this world is divided between either ‘lifters’ or ‘leaner’.

ix.
That the former should be rewarded not the latter.

x.
That all aspects of the political-economy should be more de-regulated.

xi.
Furthermore taxation should be reduced,

xii.
With an ensuing ‘trickle down effect’ assisting the poorer,

xiii.
Through the innovative entrepreneurship and patronage of the wealthy. [52] (15)


But, let me state quite clearly, and unequivocally, that the dissemination of our private ambitions and our public aspirations can only be enacted and realized through the services of others, and v.v! So, any over-emphasis placed on the individual (or the state) must be misplaced! Only through cooperation, through a mix of co-operation and/or co-option, can such projects and programs be achieved (in their respective disciplinary prospects)! (16)


Are these features, collectively considered, indicative of a certain phenomenon or of a closely associated set of phenomena? (17)


My tentative, provisional resolution of this conundrum is to propose an underlying neo-liberal condition which I will call the republican-like singularity, or an individualistic singularity, given its close association with Republican philosophy/philosophies in American politics. In effect, a privileging of the individual over the social or political or communal, etc. (18)


However, despite this neo-liberal condition being more sympathetic to Republican-like ideologies it also crosses the Left-Right political divide given its orientation is to basically move to the right, anywhere on that spectrum, through promoting a greater emphasis on the individual, freedom of individual initiative (from excessive regulation, e.g., etc.) and a desired diminution of government, etc. Conversely, we can treat an orientation towards communism, or socialism to a lesser degree, as a ‘movement’ to the Left; i.e., towards a greater emphasis on state intervention, privileging and prioritization, etc.
 Given that the dialectical nature of politics is realized through forms of arbitrated compromise we should regard such ‘shifts’ on this imputed Left-Right spectrum (as a heuristic device) as neither uniform nor mono-directional, etc. That neo-liberalism is neither the preserve of the Left nor the Right given that both this imputed condition, and phenomenon, cross all forms of party line. (19)


In essence: 1., let us provisionally accept that such a neo-liberal condition is not just an apparent phenomenon but is indicative of a Republican-like singularity; i.e., a political-economic preference for individualism, small government, less regulated behaviour, etc., in contrast to preferencing and prioritizing the demands of the state, etc. 2., that such a phenomenon is manifested through a condition that promotes competition, (a self-deluded degree of) self-effort, small government, a reduced civil service, privatization and outsourcing, a market delivery of objectives, a privileging and rewarding of ‘lifters’, de-regulation, reduced taxation, trickle-down economics, imputes innovation through patronage from capital, etc. (20)

That as a correction we should note that the treatment of the neo-liberal condition as a unitary phenomenon does not necessarily imply that a neo-liberal attitude would, wittingly and/or unwittingly, equally promote all of the above characteristics. Nor does it follow, on the other hand, that the promotion of one or two of these characteristic practices, e.g., is necessarily indicative of the neo-liberal phenomenon. E.g., a reduction in levels of taxation is not necessarily indicative of the neo-liberal condition per se just as increases in the levels of taxation is not necessarily non-indicative of a non-neo-liberal condition being present, etc. (21)

3.    Critical Examination


In the light of the above let us re-look more closely at the American scene given the advent of a Trump presidency. (22)

i.     The Trump Political ‘Experiment’


It is obvious that Trump wishes to run government in a manner more in keeping with his business style. For a businessman who has declared himself bankrupt on four separate occasions, for whatever economic advantages ensuing from such a declaration, we must wonder if American government will be heading in a similar direction (although some might argue that the size of the deficit implies, fallaciously, that the US government is already technically bankrupt?
)?
 (23)


What observations can we make to support this speculative and provisional interpretation as presented above? (24)


The collective personal wealth of his appointed cabinet is without precedent.
 The business background of many of those selected is to be noted whilst, at the same time, there is a relative lack of political experience.
 (25)


Overall a trend is also apparent in this promotion, namely, the use of lobbyists some of whom have supported certain industries that have promoted, overtly and/or covertly, pronounced, anti-progressive views on the acceleration of global warming, and similar.
 (26)


Some have argued that it is not so much inequity that has contributed to the fertile grounds of negative malcontentment of the middle classes, etc., in America, so successfully exploited by Trump, as the ensuing experience of an ongoing, increasing semblance of ‘economic powerlessess’.
 However, I would argue that an accumulation of past experiences of increasing inequity, current dis-equities over anxieties concerning working conditions and the maintaining of one’s employment as well as future fears over the non-equity that would be attached to an imminent loss of potential employment through the digital disruption, etc., of the marketplace, together, have accentuated and exacerbated this overall condition of ‘economic powerlessness’. Much of the blame for this general condition can be laid at the feet of a neo-liberalism whose proponents, wittingly and/or unwittingly, are happy to walk off with the spoils of such inequitable redistribution (read ‘rewards’). (27)


If we can argue that the neo-liberalist pursuit of policies has created this fertile ground in America for demagogues et al, then, surely, the further pursuit of such policies, through promoting the business models practiced by Trump, can only exacerbate this middle-class centered phenomenon of a perceived economic powerlessness(ness) arising incrementally through an accelerated inequity, dis-equity and non-equity?
 (28)


Short-term programs in infrastructure rebuilding, etc., may well increase employment, still, it seems to very reasonable to ask “how neo-liberally induced discontentment and malcontentment can be reversed by more neo-liberally oriented policies especially in the imminent light of a general disruption of the workplace where comprehensive philosophies of employment and value formation are called for along with a new social contract that seriously takes the former into account. With the extensive use of automation, robots, driverless cars, additive printing, artificial intelligence, expert systems, speech recognition, the loss of traditional vocations, etc., just how will society manage this transition whilst still being further exploited (especially given the neo-liberal preference for either an absent or emasculated union presence whose voice might have ensured a healthy preservation of working conditions and a conservation of pay rates, etc?)? (29)


The so-called ‘draining of the swamp of Washington’ is already an exercise in self-parody. By employing lobbyists et al how can one big fox in a hen house protect that same hen house when they admit even more? The metaphor of draining a swamp is also a very 19th/20th century cliché when in this era of supposedly better ecological understanding we now see swamps as ecologically rich niches in the interconnected fabric of the natural world. (30)

In essence: we can only wonder to what extent the possible running of a government ‘as if it were merely a business’ must further promote neo-liberal policies at the expense of those already suffering under the adverse influences of the same type/s of policies! (31)

ii.    The Current Australian Political-Economic Landscape (In the light of 3.i.)


Parallels in Australia with the American political-economic scene are innumerable if not being experienced to the same degree of malcontentment (given that our general standards of living has increased by about a half from a few decades ago). However, in this current age of apparent low productivity (in the growth of the gross national product, etc.) we may well be starting to see a decline in living standards.
 The political scene under the recently re-elected Coalition, by just the slimmest of margins, along with its interminable internal machinations, appears to have paralyzed sensible government (on par, perhaps, with how the Republicans treated the Obama administration; albeit, in this instance, through relative self-inactivity and over self-pre-occupation with relatively trivial issues capable, under more normal circumstances, of easily finding short-circuited forms of resolution?)? Then, we have the Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull, touting trickle down economics in the form of a fifty billion dollars tax cut that on paper might only produce a one percent improvement in productivity after a decade in place?
 An almighty gamble with little chance, if at all, of a real payoff especially as it has been recently announced by the Australian Tax Office that one third of the largest companies in Australia actually paid no tax whatsoever in the last financial year. In my mind it is the incremental neo-liberally oriented implementation of tax deductions, etc., that has produced this scandalous situation where many businesses, for whatever reason, now pay less tax than an ordinary, average PAYE tax payer! (32)


In essence: I invite the reader to entertain their own comparisons between  American and Australian political-economic landscapes and determine for themselves what adverse parallels could well be already in place and already potentially, if not actually, undermining the degree of hard won democratic progress made to date? Witness this increasing voter turnout for minor parties, the inability of traditional parties to be other than willing and benefiting allies in this neo-liberal vision of so-called ‘progress’? Or, rather, in this obvious ‘lack’ of vision given increasing levels of inequity, voter disenchantment, an inability of current government to properly address issues of national importance concerning the changing nature of employment, budget repair that is addressed in a fair and equitable manner… without distorted inputs from vested interests, etc!?
 (33)

4.    Overview


I would suggest that a general public recognition of the neo-liberal condition would be a good start in this process of reversing the adverse aspects of neo-liberal policy formation, etc. Individually and publicly people could then instigate patterns of resilience, resistance and positive re-direction be that organized and exercised democratically, through lobbying, creating a public consensus that neo-liberal ideological distortions need to be addressed rather than merely reinforced, etc. Given that lobbying plays a large part in the incremental shift to neo-liberal policy settings then it behooves us to ensure that the political system becomes more transparent, accountable and its politicians become more ‘visible’.
 A policy that oversees the insulation or separation of vested interests is also called for as well as a certain necessary degree of enforced compliance centered in a federal version of an Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) as already functioning in NSW. Donations laws also need to be reformed with, say, all donations to a specific party or individual capped at $1000 and immediately part-registered and/or fully publicized online; noting the amount given and in what form the donation took and to whom, etc., with or without the disclosed name of a private citizen. All non-security oriented acts of governance should be transparently enacted and reported online. A cooling off period, perhaps approximately one electoral cycle, being applied to all people in government if they were to attempt to make a transition to some form of lobbying, or similar, should also be instituted. Other forms of reform should also be debated, and, when deemed appropriate, also instituted. (34)


Governments should also urgently tackle the question of how we might better existentially respond to the changing nature of employment, and, how we might best make this transition given the breadth of this near overwhelming challenge now already upon us. Without a doubt, our attitudes towards the very nature and necessity of work will need to change (just as our attitudes have evolved before and after the recording of history). To some extent a new social contract will also need to be drawn up, debated, and, when deemed appropriate, adequately and appositely instituted. (35)


In essence: We can note a number of important points, namely, 1., there can be no realization of personal ambitions and social aspirations without some form of mutual dissemination of power through others. That we are absolutely beholden to others as much as they are beholden to us! 2., that all ideological patterns of behaviour are a de-centering of the disciplined prospects where all such distorted performances are observed. 3., that major discourses need to be both undermined and replaced by other more positive, i.e. beneficial, novel major discourses, but, the double nature of this process can be circumvented through an existential re-construction of that prospect in question. I.e., through a refocusing on the relationships in question in such a manner so as to existentially promote the creation, preservation, conservation and meta-conservation of associated patterns of valuational formation.
 4., that both neo-liberalism and communism, or excessive forms of socialism, are distortions of the political-economy and hence our need to observe their disciplinary presence/s in the political-economy. 5., that neo-liberally oriented phenomena are more the expression of a neo-liberal condition, namely, a Republican-like singularity. 6, that neo-liberally induced phenomena will parallel the course of other neo-liberally induced phenomena as witness the apparent parallelisms that can be discerned between America, Australia and other developed, mature democracies. 7., that such observations and recognitions should stand us in better stead when recognizing and re-normalizing neo-liberally oriented policy settings and their induction of an overall neo-liberal condition (despite the obvious specificity of different political-economic situations). 8., furthermore, therefore, it behooves us to recognize this neo-liberal condition, and, that it is often closely associated with other adversely oriented phenomena such as, e.g., non-social inclusivity, demagoguery, extremism, racism, anti-feminism, etc., and, 9., find resilience, resistance, along with the courage to positively exercise patterns of behaviour that reverse and positively re-direct, incrementally, the course of such adverse neo-liberal policy settings that induce this deplorable adversity so intimately associated with the over-promotion of a neo-liberal philosophy, or, rather, ideology. (36)

5.    Provisional Conclusions, Observations and Comments


In essence: there is an urgent need for the existential re-constitution of all relatively de-centered political-economies currently subjected, incrementally, to a relentless, ongoing process of neo-liberal redirection. In the light of this observation, and ‘apprehension’, there is an existential need for recognition, resilience, resistance, reversal and/or re-direction (of such policy settings) and (fundamental) re-organization (of the relevant political institutions in order to circumvent, e.g., distortions arising from excessive donations, forms of non-compliance, non-separation and non-insulation of governments from vested interests, etc.) because, at the end of the day, those governments will cease to represent their citizens and be captured by those same vested interests it has become beholden to… with deepening disenchantment… with a further destabilization of the democratic life-world through the manipulations of demagogues, etc. (In the course of my ensuing essay
) let us also address this important aspect of this issue and find what viable forms of redressment can be found to hand! Without a doubt such a course of rectification and re-normalization
 must be incrementally discharged, democratically based, politically engineered, rendered economically viable, seen as critically self-sustainable through being enacted in an evidence-based environment, and, existentially oriented through our returning an emphasis on the engaged nature of our relationships!
 Without a doubt, if there is no democratically inspired existential re-direction of policy settings, inevitably, we will meet with the disruption of ‘revolution’ (which is no substitute for a successful process of ongoing evolution in harmony with the specific nature of that political-economy in question).
 That the international political-economy also needs to be approached in a manner that demonstrates a certain necessary degree of responsive authenticity, i.e., through enacting our international responsibilities by supervising our international relations in a similar existential manner (through collectively prioritizing all our relationships qua relationships vis-à-vis the apparent totality of those same relationships in order to better discern such responsibility). (37)

Thence this pursuit, in the confines of this Pre-Introduction, of the theoretical, practical and critical dimensions of our topic being “an introduction to the political-economy and the critical examination of the subsequent, adverse nature of the phenomenon of a neo-liberally inspired ideology when it is found to be relentlessly promoted therein”….
 (38)








          Noël Tointon, Leura, 29.12.16.

Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy

Through Engaging its Malcontents

And Promoting its Progressive Proponents
iii.    Introduction

In this Introduction, first, let me look at my motivation for writing this second extended essay on this theme of an existential reconstruction. In the course of writing my extended essay I will use a recent essay by George Monbiot as an introduction to this topic (in a similar manner to how I wrote my first extended essay on this same topic). I will then use this commentary to introduce the rest of this essay using the three levels of a heuristic device that focuses on general investigations taking a phenomenological approach; a particular focusing, through analysis, on kinds of cultural-situations through the utilization of a hermeneutic approach centered on meta-textual genres; and, last, through taking an existential examination through the close scrutiny of some form of representative specificity. The latter putting “flesh on facts” and putting “motion back in emotion” as noted in my Post-Introduction. (0)


My motivation is very complex and cannot be merely listed given the need to also note sub-heading and cross-relations with other headings and sub-headings. To succinctly solve this potential for prolixity let me take my title and show the motivation for its various elements. (1)


My title is: Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy Through Engaging its Malcontents and Promoting its Progressive Proponents. By listing and briefly defining the major semantic items in this title I can now more systematically indicate the direction of this motivation by quickly noting the associations these expressions have with those motivational aspects to be explicated through the course of this extended essay. (2)

Existential: the further development of a pro-relational philosophy, practice and critique through a careful and concerned privileging of all our relations. (3)

Reconstruction: an existential re-construction of the fabric of society starting with the political-economy and radiating out to other spheres centered in the same like the life-world of the arts, historical research, law, sports, collecting, farming, gardening, raising a family, media, etc., etc. I.e., those life-worlds, major and minor, that have their own raison d’être even if inescapably centered also in the political-economy. (4)

Political-Economy: noting the reality of inter-personal transactions given that the dissemination of all forms of power is only through others. Hence also our more focused interest in the sub-disciplines of the political, economical and stylistical. E.g., how do we resolve passive malcontentment, promote progressive political forces in a variety of parties on the Left-Right political spectrum
; how do we better promote local and global forms of minor and major life-world enfranchisement and empowerment; how do we better resolve political and economic imperatives through processes that entail a greater degree of harmonization of the objectives in policy formation, etc., etc? (5)

Engaging: interactive enrichment with an existential orientation through the exercise of better forms of disseminative engagement that promote pro-relationally attuned forms of re-engagement. (6)

Malcontents: as already noted ‘malcontents’ fall into two (non-exclusive
) categories of ‘active agents of malcontentment’ through the instigation and utilization of neo-liberally oriented policy formation, etc., and, those ‘passive malcontents’ who are the witting and/or unwitting recipients of such neo-liberally distorted political-economy. (7)

Promoting: instigating, directly and/or indirectly, such positive reactions that instigate existentially oriented positive forms of rectification, etc. (8)

Progressive: an orientation defined in existential terms that can generally be categorized as overseeing improvements in harmonic interaction, inclusiveness, openness, transparency, accountability, visibility, responsibility, enrich social interactivity, etc. (9)

Proponents: those agents and organizations that deserve our support, respect and thanks for instigating an existentially oriented enrichment of society on all levels of interaction from the familial to the inter-national. (10)


In essence, my complex motivation is focused on the further development and dissemination of a viable existentialism, noting the need for the re-construction of the political economy that reverses neo-liberal trends for inequity and the political instability that follows on in its wake, etc. that under this umbrella of ‘re-construction’ a complex assortment of motivations is being organized.
 (11)
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Overall Motivation Expressed in a Hypothetical Thought Experiment:

Questioning How a Major Party Might Recapture the Votes of

Discontented Voters?

iv.  Post-Introduction*

This post-introduction explores, as a hypothetical thought experiment, how major parties, on the Australian political landscape, might be able to recapture the votes of discontented voters? (0)


I happily admit to being a Green supporter with sympathies towards Labor. However, ideally, I would prefer to be a Centrist although recognize the fact that a politician must pragmatically capture the real center before returning the political landscape back towards an objective sense of an existential center.
 (1)


In the last Australian Federal Election, 2 July, 2016, all three major parties lost voters to parties like Pauline Hanson’s One Nation, the Nick Xenophon Team and so on. Now, if the Australian Greens see themselves as a ‘protest party’ why then did these ‘disenchanted’ voters make their apparent ‘protest’ elsewhere? Of course, this idea of writing off one third of the electorate
 as just ‘making a protest’ is far too sweeping as a generalization and could not be representative of the complexities behind such an ongoing political trend. Indeed, let us ask just what is happening to motivate people to send their vote towards such minor parties at the expense of all three relatively major parties?  (2)


In the Pre-Introduction, I introduced the possibility that economic disempowerment, considerably instituted and exacerbated by incrementally promoted neo-liberal policy settings, is a substantial reason why we find such voter disenchantment with major parties given their apparent acceptance or promotion of such policies. In the light of this tentative insight, the implication that might be drawn is that in reversing these adverse preconditions such discontentment would diminish, voters would naturally return once again to the main parties and all will be well in the mature world of this great Australian democracy. But, this recipe for the diminishment of voter disenchantment, of course, is too simplistic to merely accept and demands qualification and much closer scrutiny. (3)

*For the latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html
In that same essay. I then analyzed this ‘economic powerlessness’ in temporal and relative terms as ‘past inequity, present dis-equity and potential future non-equity’. I.e., respectively, resentment that in terms of inflation wages have not kept their parity in real terms and/or equivalent skills have found a decline in the levels of recompense for labour undergone, etc
; current anxiety experienced in the expected light of imminent restructuring and/or a downgrading of pay rates for similar levels of skill realized through the re-writing of job descriptions, etc; and, future fears that even one’s vocation is going to survive accelerated processes of both digital and non-digital forms of disruption already reconstituting and reconfiguring the traditional fields of employment in education, media, manufacturing, service industries, retail, etc,
 indeed, across most of the economy.
 (4)


If you feel devalued or progressively disvalued then obviously this is going to effect your sense of self-esteem. If you are worried about getting a job or keeping the job you have, or, despair at ever finding a job that better values your employment; find your finances in a perilous state; anxious about finding accommodation or being able to keep the accommodation you already have, for whatever reason, then, quite naturally, you will not find the emotional tenor of your current existence to be ‘enchanted’ to say the very least. Then, on the top of such foundations, or lack of them, we have the cares and concerns of family, health, education, nutrition, violence, crime, drug addiction, and so on.  What ramifications have such complex and demanding inputs on the quality of your most important relationships, and vice versa? Or, would it not be more the case, under the ensuing adversity of such conditions, that your opportunities to meet, engage, develop and enrich the qualities of those ensuing relationships would be severely diminished? Taking an a priori attitude toward such difficult circumstances, as our provisional entry point, what are the basic inputs that careful-listening and well-meaning politicians should be addressing? Here, let me list relationships, employment and/or pensions, accommodation, health and education. Perhaps, once these more fundamentals concerns are properly addressed do politicians then deserve to spend more time on other issues, no doubt refracted through the lens of the former, like crime, terrorism, social disadvantage, transport… and, then, and only then, all the other rarefied, misplaced and interminably displaced debates politicians seem so happily to be forever engrossed in at the expense of dealing with the immediacy of more pressing matters…
 (5)


And the most pressing matter of all!? Political reform! The mindless, unstoppable descent into neo-liberal policy settings and their ensuing adverse ramifications for society… needs to be immediately addressed and adequately redressed, indeed, successfully reversed and replaced by a more existentially attuned vision of society… (6)


Such an attitude for reform needs to be felt, profoundly experienced. Be that through either actual or virtual re-living of the lives of both ourselves and others. Optimistically, in many corners of our current Parliament such a general need for reform has been expressed. Unfortunately, political institutions, like all institutions, more happily proceed in a direction already mapped out for them… by themselves, for themselves. Indeed, institutional habits die hard. Like turning a super-liner around it needs to be well-thought out, properly managed, and, in the non-confined ‘confines’ of a large space appropriate for such re-direction.
 In the political sphere this is in the breath of the democratic arena which proceeds beyond the literal gates of parliament and is realized through a skilful dialogue led by real leadership and vision; i.e., political ‘visibility’. On the other hand, without the ongoing resolution of a process of evolution there is, inevitably, revolution. If the current trend in mature democracies is to see a further, ongoing weakening of established parties and their replacement by demagogues leading minor parties, and their ‘issues’ only, then democracies as we know will change… and, without vigilance, mutate… as the lessons of history so aptly teach us if we were to reflect upon the plentiful, sad and horrendous pages of such experience… some of which are still with us… (7) 


But, politics also needs to address and redress those issues beneath the reconfigurations (and disfigurations) of these primary issues of our current instutionalized attitudes towards ‘relationships, employment and/or pensions, accommodation, health and education’… because over the longer term we need to turn such attitudes around, see the collective error of our ways, and, re-invest in an enriched sense of community that recognizes that all of our personal ambitions and social aspirations can only be better realized through the mutual cooperation of others… in a revitalized sense of community! (8)

Who are we, where have been… to not see through such superficial statements that ‘we only rise through our own self-efforts’?? How blind is both that other person and ourselves for not realizing and stating the fundamental fact of our existence with others is that self-initiative is important but an insufficient condition if we cannot elicit the beneficial help of others, and v.v… and, in turn, cannot proffer such help when we are called upon in this world of eternally arbitrated and re-negotiated expressions of desire? (9)


An appreciation of the adverse ramifications of a relentless neo-liberalism is a first step on this path of democratic reform. As well we need to recognize the strange bedfellows that will congregate in the social turbulence of its wake. Then, the very pre-conditions for a neo-liberal agenda have to be turned around by directly experiencing the inevitable results of such an anti-social trajectory, recognizing the root causes that have overseen the entrenchment of such a hidden agenda… enriching its active malcontents and impoverishing its passive malcontents… the latter who deserve to be respectfully listened to. At root, political reforms need to be instituted that reverse such trends. In this regard the rules of donations need to be urgently changed. Politicians should be not be listening to they who pay them, or, perhaps, only their parties, through such donated largess. All need for such donations should be removed from the political landscape full-stop. Donations should be capped at some minor amount and immediately registered in some form of online notification (and, thereby, obviating anxieties re foreign donations). Governments also need to ensure, through transparency, that a profound degree of separation and insulation is in place between their government and all forms of lobbying, etc. But these concerns will be examined in depth in the course of my extended essay. (10)


Of pressing concern, neo-liberal policy settings also need to be both recognized and reversed. Short-sighted funding cuts should also be re-considered in a context where budgetary issues are better re-engaged, center-stage; in such a manner that more important positive contributions to the bottom line be envisaged and enacted when deemed appropriate (admittedly, in both expedient financial and political terms of reference). Again the broad outlines of such concerns will be dealt with in my central essay. (11)


Now, back to my hypothetical thought experiment. How should the Greens go about their politicking in order to capture some of these so-called ‘protest’ votes from such discontented malcontents; these economically impoverished citizens whose socially derived self-esteem is subjected to the cold rigours of a seemingly uncaring society led by a class of professional politicians who seem to be only looking after themselves, and their own kind, along with they who financially support them, overtly or covertly, whilst in government, and, often, when out of government? Of course, in the Australian context we could just as easily substitute for the Australian Greens the Labor Party or the Coalition of the Liberal and National Parties. (12)


I am sure members of the Greens have been listening to the concerns of their electorates like other candidates from any other party. They even have policies that progressive politicians, all along the political spectrum, have been espousing for years such as, e.g., donation reform, greater political transparency, a federal equivalent of the Independent Commission Against Corruption as instituted in NSW, etc., etc. So, why has this party not been able to cut through to this disgruntled demographic and secured some of their votes? Or, equally, why have the major parties loss ground in this same area of political contention? Or, perhaps just as importantly, why are the demagogues, minor parties and notable independents taking this territory… so quickly and so easily? Why this demagogic populism when the interests of these candidates rarely coincide with their voting electorates? Pauline Hanson may well be a racist candidate, or, at best, a candidate with only racist implications, and, yet, I am sure most of her voters are not racists! We all have our prejudices but most would not wish to express them. It is my belief that evidence would show that those members of the public are generally no more racist or non-racist as any other members of their communities. That all of us also know, at the very least, that just a few, well-publicized bad apples should not mean that all apples from that same apple tree should be rejected… and that a general disgruntlement is at work and not an obvious racism per se or a media whipped up fear of immigrants or so-called ‘boat peoples’ and so on? Understand, and manipulate, the emotional dynamics of this cohort of voters and you could well win the next election… unfortunately…. (13)


Somehow, it behooves a committed politician, with their heart in the right place, and not an interest in their pocketbook, to re-badge these democratic reforms in such a fashion that communicates such earnest intent in a truly insightful manner. But such aspirations are long-term. Short-term issues also need to be meaningfully addressed and, when and where possible, meaningfully redressed. Sometimes a politician may fail, but, is also given a revitalized semblance of political capital
 because the public knew what they were trying to do, saw that they exhibited real care and concern for their electoral constituents; be that of their electorate or of those beyond their electorate… and tried to do something truly worthwhile..! (14)


Philosophers dealing with the resolution of social issues also need to take note, and, take heed of this dictum “that insight needs to be shared”… and that when it can be shared it must be insightful… and meaningful! For how else could such ‘insight’ be memetically transmitted?! Indeed, the passage of all communication takes this same form, namely, the resolution of the presented question set up and put in place through the proposal of a solution that appears to proffer a sense of resolution in a dissolution of that problem that sets up such a ‘transmission’ although understanding itself is not transmitted. This semblance of ‘transmission’ being set up through the creation of a state of alignment between that being communicated and that understanding as arrived at by those successfully engaged in such a virtual ‘transmission’. That only when such alignment is in place do we have real communication! The elaborate machinery of… information, encoding, emission, reception, de-encoding, etc., does not directly contribute to communication until this necessary state of alignment is progressively found realized and confirmed through such ‘insightful’ recognition. (15)


At some stage I, too, will also need to take such techniques of effective communicative understanding onboard. One can do this by “putting flesh on facts” by personalizing the abstract, and, by “putting motion back into emotion”… through re-discovering an existentially oriented motivation to incrementally re-direct patterns of social behaviour in a more positive direction… both for oneself and for others! Successful politicians have learnt these lessons. However, hopefully, they are both well motivated and insightful of what needs to be done in order to address and redress both the causes and root causes of such voter disenchantment ensuing from ‘our electing to suffer’ a neo-liberal condition or disposition, be that actively instituted and/or passively accepted. Unfortunately, other political actors are either a demagogue leading lemmings over a cliff or just one more professional politician merely seen to be doing their job but little else..!! (16)

Hence some of the motivations that are inspiring me to work my way through the writing of this extended essay... (17)
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Democratic Dictatorship?
Potential Democratic Hegemony of the Majority over Minorities?

v.    Preamble: Notes for an Open Forum at The Continental Philosophy Group
*


I define a ‘project’ as a relatively short set of sequences with the intent of realizing and obtaining a certain intentional objective or set of intentional objectives. I define a ‘program’ as a set of projects, in sequence and/or in parallel, again with the intent of realizing and obtaining a certain intentional objective or set of intentional objectives. To complete this scheme, I define a ‘prospect’ as the type of cultural-situatedness where certain sets of programs and projects occur and which collectively define the cultural configuration of that type of prospect. Hence, e.g., a philosophical prospect, a political prospect, etc. Now in living out our objectives in these prospects we find ourselves living in these ‘prospective life-worlds’; ‘prospective’ in the sense that they have an orientation towards the future given this intentional desire to realize our projects and programs. Hence, e.g., the philosophical life-world, political life-world, etc. Now, within these life-worlds there is usually a discursive mode of textual formation that is dominant, and, can be treated as major discourses within their respective life-worlds. These major discourses, whether we are aware of them or not, define the dominant characteristics of our general situatedness in their respective prospects. Such an accepted, and often overlooked, backdrop forms the default mode for the understanding of both major and minor discourses in that prospect and politically determines who occupy major or minor life-worlds in that prospective life-world in question. In Australia, in the political life-world, the democratic way of life is the major discourse against which all other political discourses are measured, have and will find their measure; be that in the form of an affirmation of this major setting or as an abrogation of any other minor setting beyond such dominant terms. (1)


In the democratic life-world we have the rule by representatives voted for by the majority of voters. In such a situation, we have the potential for representatives to represent their voting base at the expense of their non-supporters. Usually, this ‘relative possibility’ is still realized with some degree of compromise with and recognition for the non-dominant parties or minorities effected by such decisions. However, until recently, I thought this ‘absolute possibility’ for non-compromise and rejection of such minor parties or minorities to be relatively remote in a democratic system that I would like define as a ‘relatively mature’. I.e., a political life-world, that as a major discourse in that specific political context, is well-established both in time and in and through the strength of its associated political institutions. Moreover, given the chaotic nature of elections, such processes have forced people to form major parties and/or coalitions whose attempt to capture the real political center of that political culture has them continually and increasingly soliciting the vote of a large number of minor life-worlds often in an open, non-covert, publicly announced form of various inducements. As a consequence, minor life-worlds have become internally enfranchised in financial and other terms of reference and externally empowered in a similar manner. Through such continual, incremental concessions the major political discourse has ceded a certain degree of power to these minor life-world in the hope of garnering a majority of their collective votes and, therein and thereby, continue to win succeeding elections. Conversely, we can state election may well stand to be lost through not getting enough minor life-worlds signed up ‘to your side of the political fence’ so to speak. In this regard, over time, the politically correct now perceive a variety of ‘histories’ associated with these minor life-worlds rather than just one official history merely seen through a lens reflecting the aspirations of that major political life-world which, in turn, would reflect the overall aspirations of that political majority albeit as refracted through the lens of its power-elites directly or indirectly associated with the operation of that major discourse. Of course, in a well-behaving democracy, we expect that major discourse to swing between those parties or coalitions possessing competing political narratives who, in effect, have won or will win that title of ‘they who currently possess that major discourse’ both by opinion and in political reality. Of course, given the fact that elections do not happen every day there can be a period of non-alignment between ‘who is in power’ and who, effectively, now ‘has that major discourse’. In Australia at the moment, despite our recent election narrowly won by the Coalition, there would be many who feel that the Labor Party now has the major discourse given current trends in polling; the appearance that the Coalition seems to be so divided; appears to be ineffective; not able to properly ‘deliver’ on any major, long term goals nor actually supply a deep and meaningful sense of an apposite political ‘narrative’, etc. (2)


But, recently, world-wide, this cosy arrangement between major and minor life-worlds, in a mature democracy, has been considerably upset. Witness Brexit, the rise of Trump, the increasing power of the Far Right in Europe. Here in Australia we have also seen voter disenchantment expressed in the fact that over a quarter, if not a third, of all voters will vote for a minor party; a state of affairs divided between the Greens and other parties on a political spectrum from those associated with Pauline Hanson to the Xenaphon Team. How are we to understand such voter disenchantment (with major parties or more conservative or conventional expressions of the same)? (3)


In my opinion, much of this disenchantment stems from a relentless process that has seen the increasing imposition of neo-liberal thought and practice. This ideological transformation of our political culture has assumed a major dominance in status. Without much thought or question it is now the way things are done. Witness the continual mentioning in our media of such practices as privatization, outsourcing, continual redundancies or realignments, a gutting of the civil service in a mistaken quest for so-called ‘small government’, globalization, a side-lining of unions, the deluded promises of trickle-down economics, greater levels of inequality, an excessive emphasis on competitiveness and an insistence that all projects and programs being developed should be ‘commercial propositions’, along with an exponential enrichment of the one percent of the one percent at the expense of the majority of the work force. As a result, in effect, we now see a loss of social inclusiveness, diminished inter-cultural cohesion, a government less able to balance private interests with public interests, etc. Thence this very understandable increase in voter disenchantment as predicted by those economists and politicians who have argued for the need in a democracy, as a political imperative, for greater levels of both overall participatory equality and a less extreme spectrum in inequality. (4)


In my opinion, all ideologies de-center those societies given over to such ideological distortion. Neo-liberalism is one of those distortions that has now radically altered our political landscape. As the major discourse, it is easily overlooked and not seen in its true colours. Consequently, such incrementally increasing disenchantment is now both the prime fodder and fuel for demagogues. The central objective of the political world is social improvement and better individual opportunity. Without evidence of such political ‘progress’ and ‘hope’ the disenchanted have become a major force to be reckoned with in the hands of those who know how to air their natural grievances. Given that the majority of people who feel disenfranchised and disempowered belong to a middle class, and, this middle class is naturally best represented by those who best appear to reflect it aspirations, then it also naturally follows that this class of voters will vote for those who express a political desire to see the realization of those objectives in keeping with that possessed by this electoral majority. We may all belong to a variety of minor life-worlds, but, in the midst of this semblance of a political crisis, over such growing inequality and job insecurity, etc., the political objectives being promoted will belong to this disenfranchised middle class even if such aspirations are expressed through political elites acting on its behalf.
 (5)


In other words, the incremental enfranchisement and empowerment of minor life-worlds has been put on hold, and, possibly could be reversed, given that those who belong to this re-assertion of the middle class are concertedly seeking to have their collective political voice reheard. In this regard, demagogues classically invoke a miscellany of stereotypes, depicting the so-called ‘other’, in order to more easily manipulate this class of voters whether they have their interests at heart or not. Then, in the periphery of such demagogues we also find more extreme elements happy to cohere with such political manipulation in the hope of furthering the agenda of their separate political aspirations. Here, we find demagogues having a bet both ways by saying different things to different audiences in the hope that such conversations are not generally overheard. However, when the major discourse is owned such discordance can be swept away by uttering an assortment of motherhood statements such as, e.g., “we should all come together and work together” even though the behavior of the main proponent/s of that political mindset will also continually do and say otherwise. Selectively telling selected audience what they would rather wish to hear. And this brings me to note a new word that describes this sort of phenomenon, namely, ‘truthiness’ in a so-called ‘post-truth world’. (6)


It appears that today some politicians can, and do, say almost anything and get away with such mendacity. Is this a phenomenon on just the Right of the political spectrum? Witness, in the US, the so-called ‘fair and balanced’ presentation of news and current affairs on Fox that without trying to be ironic tells us that it ‘lets you decide’. Or, e.g., the incredible nonsense all too often uttered by Trump and still being vented in his notorious ‘tweets’. ‘Truthiness’, I believe takes two forms, an assertive form and a negative or non-desired form. There is this willingness to believe, in a form of confirmational bias, that reality takes the form you would like it to assume now or in the future. In contrast to this, there is a fear that truth will take the form that is non-desired, etc. So, e.g., some Americans may genuinely believe and fear that America is no longer great, and could continue going in this direction, but, that with true political leadership, hope it is being returned to greatness once again under the triumphal stewardship of ‘the great leader’. In a response to the blatant dissemination of falsehoods and the observance of non-ethical behavior it is always our de-ontological duty, at all times, to remonstrate and call out such impropriety for what, in essence, it is. Indeed, it is just wrong to wait in the hope the demagogue might come right. How could they if they are not properly called to account? How can great things be done if we do not realistically address reality as it is, as it is to be currently found… and then proceed in a sensible direction in order to achieve those ideals that we may dream about and hope to engage! (7)


Any aspirations for political success can only come about through the collective auspices of others! Private ambitions have to be better orchestrated through the prism of public aspirations. As I have argued previously, the aspirational economy, be it private or public, must proceed through the balanced, harmonic, cooperative interaction of three principles. We must have a realistic grasp of where we are, have a reasonable form of idealism as to where we wish to go, and, the former must be pragmatically linked in a series of projects and/or programs that would let us realize and obtain the objectives of such aspirations. Given the penchant of demagogues for an unrealistic assessment of reality and an environment for the support of a wishful truthiness over a true alignment with reality we should automatically assume that the projects and programs of such demagogues to already be in trouble. How can we go from a place where we are not yet present to a place that could not be arrived at? In such a scenario, pragmatism can hardly operate… although, at the end of the day, sadly, ‘picking up the pieces’ would inevitably call for some more practical form of pragmatism and intervention. (8)


Is there a safe haven for minorities in such a world of truthiness? Is it not possible that the very measures adopted by demagogues, or under the force of their influence, such as trickle-down economics, etc., will merely further enshrine and enhance the very neo-liberalism that is the prime cause of such disenfranchisement and disempowerment? (9)


A mature democracy has found a place for all major and minor life-worlds given that conventions have been worked out over time to better reflect such political demographics. Unfortunately, the times are changing, and, a number of political anxieties do need to be both suitably addressed and redressed. What are those issues that deserve to be named and properly discussed, and, where such well-thought out discussions, hopefully, will positively feed into a viable, existential re-direction of political discourse (along with ensuing patterns of successful policy formation, re-formation, if not in effect, policy reformation etc.)? On this open list, I would put a need to re-establish a healthy sense of inclusivity; a re-integration of our minor life-worlds (and those life-worlds that are being mistreated as if only minor life-world, like, e.g., the life-world of women, the life-world of the elderly, etc.). Then, we need to seriously reverse all issues of inequality through the force of a government committed to this form of an imperative for democratic restoration. Then, governments need to become less beholden to a plethora of lobbying from regulatory capture to the seeking of all forms of large donations, from politically insulating themselves from powerful lobbies and the establishment of national institutions for the detection of corruption, from promoting broad forms of transparency to an insistence on real forms of accountability, etc. In essence, our respectable and hard-working politicians need to be more ‘visible’ in all senses of that expression (as examined elsewhere
). Neo-liberal habits need to be powerfully argued against, discredited and replaced by a healthy, less ideologically driven, evidence-based set of policy objectives in the form of a major discourse open to seriously negotiating with all respectable minor life-worlds; i.e., those that also have an objective to see a political culture that enriches all politically related electorates in an existential manner through promoting a pro-relational stance in an existential enrichment of our relationships (i.e., through their relevant creation, preservation, conservation and/or de-preservation).
 On this list of issues to be discussed we must also re-engage the very nature of what it means to work given an inability for the marketplace to create more opportunities for full-time work when this option is desired, given that exploitation often is present in part-time work, and, that the very nature of work, itself, must change in the face of automation, robotization, driverless cars, expert systems, the Internet of things, and so on, etc. (10)


Given that neither the political life-world nor the economic life-world of business should be allowed to dominate the overall life-world of the political-economic, then, the economic doctrine of neo-liberalism should not be allowed to dominate the political-economic life-world likewise! By seriously re-engaging this life-world of the political-economic, hopefully, all forms of de-centered ideological distortion can be reversed and that through re-instituting a greater degree of equality the very grounds for demagoguery can be successfully defused. Alas, such a process will take time to reverse the adverse pre-conditions for this non-exclusive ‘basket of malcontents’; be they actively promoting such malcontentment as beneficiaries and/or they are the passive and unfortunate recipients of the relentless interventions instigated by such neo-liberal proponents! (11)


Hopefully, through a reversal of the pre-conditions for such understandable political disenchantment people can once again feel re-empowered and politically re- heard. In such an environment, I am sure, the relationship between a democratic majority and a plethora of minor life-worlds can be re-established and, once again, better harmonized to the mutual benefit of all parties… given that to prosper in this world we must truly work together in our mutual support of each other..!!
 (12)
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vi.    Preface


I am thankful to my friends at The Continental Philosophy Group, here in Sydney, for allowing me to workshop a number of my introductions, ideas and sections found in this extended essay and other texts. I am also grateful to my friend, Francesco Amati, for being able to explore together, in depth, a number of concepts that have figured here and elsewhere. Inescapably, other friends have found themselves debating with me over various issues and their contestment of many of my ideas, and my contestment of theirs, has also been greatly appreciated. (1)

In essence, in various ways, all texts to a certain extent, are co-authored although in regard to this extended essay all defects here have their origin in my lack of insight, oversight and post-sight (and, where, in the latter, we need to work through the full consequences that would ensue from the complete adoption of those positions we have assumed, inadvertently or advertently). (2)


As already noted, much of my motivation is already outline, but, let it be said, that my prime purpose for this extended essay is to address the positive re-constitution of our democratic life-world through the existential re-construction of the political-economy through engaging its malcontents, both active and passive in orientation, and, through promoting its progressive proponents… (3)
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1.    Re-Introduction


This extended essay, itself, is divided into ten main sections, but, also entails seven introductions and six forms of conclusion. Any representation of reality is a misrepresentation, although, the extent a representation is recognized to misrepresent, then, to that same extent, such damage, effectively, to a considerable degree, can be undone through such de-mis-representation. Some might say, with much truth, this essay has already been written in my first attempt to explore the parameters of the political-economic world of this neo-liberal phenomenon and its associated phenomena such as its provoking of political populism, etc. However, I have started again in the hope of writing an extended essay that would help others to better address and redress the adversity ensuing from a blind adherence to neo-liberal modes of thinking that have come to dominate contemporary political-economic forms of discourse. Such adherence must be stopped and reversed because we are already witness to its adverse implications for our democratic way of life given the ensuing public disgruntlement stemming from such relentlessly advanced policy settings is now proving to be such a fertile ground for the advent of populism and its manipulation by demagogues.  (0)

Some might say “today, we are all neo-liberals”, and, that to argue again such a position is a bit like shooting oneself in the foot… which could well be seen as one or all of the following, namely, stupid, careless, something we just do not do, bizarre, unnatural, crazy, defying the way the world has been taken to operate. To defy such a major discourse is a bit like trying to defy gravity. But, eventually, all major discourses are deconstructed given their ideological tendency to become off-centered and to persist in a manner that continually becomes further divorced from the reality of lived-reality. (1)

On the other hand, there are many thoughtful people who trace current political disgruntlement with contemporary democratic politics to a certain degree of economic powerlessness arising from the unthinking imposition, by both political and economic areas of management, of policies that are not people-oriented but doctrinaire prescription that better serve the top ten percent, or, more, the top one percent, and, in reality, even more, the very top one percent of that upper one percent in economic socio-economic status. But, “we are all neo-liberals now”, mesmerized by a dream that wealth will soon trickle down even to those who are struggling to just make ends meet. In the meantime, the malcontents who orchestrate such non-existential madness are richly rewarded for this ongoing destruction of human happiness when the good behavior of those who honestly toil beneath such levels of entitlement is neither appropriately recognized nor properly rewarded. (2)


Neo-liberal ideological distortion of the political-economy eventually has dire political consequences in the form of democratic instability. Such underlying disgruntlement, induced through economic powerless, instituted through the promotion of forms of inequity dis-equity and non-equity, is then almost inevitably manipulated by populists and extremists wishing to pursue their own agenda at the expense of a civil society and its hard-won rights and obligations that have devolved and evolved over long periods of political contestment. Therefore, it behooves us to recognize this phenomenon of the induced neo-liberal condition and reverse the adversity of its near entrenched wake. (3)


To articulate this cause, I have approached this topic on three levels of engagement, namely, in an investigation of abstract generalities, in the analysis of particular types of behavioural patterns and expected responses often observed, and, specifically, in examinations on a more specific level in order to put ‘flesh on facts’ to bring home the lived-reality of this ideological distortion of the political-economy. That, also, by the very re-living of the raw emotions suffered by these real people at the hands of neo-liberalists, and, that must mean most of us, if not all of us at some time or other, we may find a re-invested motivation to both recognize this phenomenon and engage in the reversal of its policies to oversee the eventual deconstruction of this perverted form of ideological distortion and its non-existential reframing of how we should live with others… (4)


A fine
 hope… but one that must be engaged… lest such lack of democratic vigilance will continue to engender the ensuing darkness of an increasingly uncivilized political-economy beholden only to those whose raw power is blindly based on either a newly formed, non-inclusive populism or a privileged world of established money or both! (5)


To introduce my readers to this topic, on the recognition and reversal of neo-liberally oriented policy formation, I, again, will use a very recent essay by George Monbiot titled: Neoliberalism: the deep story that lies beneath Donald Trump’s triumph; as published in the Guardian, 14 November 2016 (which can be found in my Appendix A). I will do this through a close form of reading where I will comment on parts of this text in order to clarify this understanding of the ne-liberal condition in order to both better recognize it and re-form our responses in a manner that will oversee a reversal of such non-existentially oriented policy settings; incremental shift by incremental shift. (6)

As promised, I will try to keep philosophical comments, qualifications, asides, etc., in the form of footnotes. However, an important strand running through this essay concerns the nature of the existential and must be dealt with in the course of this essay itself. By ‘existential’ is meant ‘our inter-personal relationships with each other’; and the dialectical nature of such interactions where we must assume that totalities are naturally more privileged that their constituents… and that this existential difference (between a totality and the mere sum of its parts, is the locus for all forms of valuational formation.
 That those patterns of behavior that are more oriented towards the creation, preservation, conservation and/or meta-conservation of an enrichment in valuational formational would be seen as more existentially oriented and more in tune with the existential nature of that relationship in question as it finds itself situated in this world as lived. (7)


How is this envisaged existential re-construction of the political-economy to be realized? Through engagement, or, more specifically, through an existentially oriented manner of engagement that is pro-relationally oriented! That, in this context of the political-economy, must take place politically through a refinement of power relations that actively center us in the collective midst of our relationships with one another… as we embrace them in their embracement of us…. (8)


It is very easy, in any form of philosophical inquiry, to become more and more abstract. In this extended essay I intend, wherever practicable, to root this discussion in the concrete reality of lived experience. However, lived experience by itself will not be able to furnish its own commentary, and self-appreciation; and, to that extent, the thematization of such a context is necessary then let me this philosophical direction be better able to find a meaningful context for such examinations. That the point of these philosophical investigations, etc., is to be able to put aside the same in a process of insight that is able to promote both the recognition of this neo-liberal conditions, its often unsavoury bedfellows, and, how we might collectively reverse such, otherwise, inevitable and relentless impositions of adversity… in a world where existential valuation is all too often turned on its head, repackaged in wrappings of truthiness, and, where rhetorically driven emotions are meant to rule rather than observing sensible and honest arguments that could take us to a better place… in and through a more mutual spirit of existentially oriented cooperation…! (9)

         Noël Tointon, Sydney, 16.1.17.

Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy

Through Engaging its Malcontents

And Promoting its Progressive Proponents
2.    Close Examination of an Essay by George Mobiot (Appendix A)


For many years, in the ordinary course of my encounters with other people, I have been relating with people who have laboured, or, are or will be labouring under the fear or fact of retrenchment. For many unfortunate souls, this is an event that re-occurs either in the same workplace or in their next workplace. This form of sacking has many given names, often euphemistically couched behind terms like ‘realignment’ or (a supposedly reluctant) ‘letting go’ or ‘right-sizing’ or ‘optimizing our workforce’, etc, etc. For the worker themselves, they see it as a ‘redundancy’; being seen as ‘redundant’ and being made redundant with all the adverse consequences and psychological implications associated with this state of affairs… usually, more often than not, having been a faithful and hard-working employee despite the fact that that business or organization, that has terminated their employment, does not seemingly seem to take such loyalty and accumulative work knowledge into account. Loyalty, on the part of the worker, is expected, but, eventually, is not extended! In such an environment, how can mutual trust develop when poisoned by such one-sided callousness! Of course, in Australia, some of those redundancy agreements can be reasonably generous, however, in the light of ongoing commitments like dependent families, mortgages, credit cards and other forms of debts such an event is quite rightly looked upon with dread given the ever depressed state of the employment market that we all know discriminates against women, the young, the older worker, people from an ethnic background and, even, those who are just too well qualified (on a variety of ill-conceived grounds, etc.). For many older workers, a few more years of continuing employment could be the difference between a financially difficult retirement or a retirement lived more in the manner of their recent lifestyle. (10)

Now, such a person, who has been made redundant, say, a blue-collar worker, might live in a city where other blue-collar workers have been made redundant in a large number and to compete in a shrinking job’s market cannot inspire anything other than a blind optimism. Or, in a city with a large white-collar workforce or a considerable workforce dealing with government, a wave of redundancies is, again, a recipe for a more depressed outlook. Indeed, the health prospects for such laid off workers are diminished and will bear some direct resemblance to whether they find re-employment, the amount of time they remained unemployed or under-employed, and, whether the new work, if found, is commensurate with the nature of their previous employment. (11)


Without a doubt, all around the world, different societies will have to come to terms with the obvious fact that modern economies can no longer provide full employment… if ever they could in the first place. Now, it is a reasonable fear to believe that the marketplace will not be able to provide the same level of employment with greater degrees of under-employment and unemployment.
 Generally, young adults starting their working careers and older adults about to end their working careers are the most vulnerable in this regard. A vulnerability often compounded by other factors like, ethnicity, gender, etc. Once upon a time, not too long ago, it was expected that people just worked as long as they could. Then, with the advent of a pension, or social security in some form or other, if they were lucky, they had just a few years to enjoy their retirement if their health was such that that were possible. Over recent decades, mortality statistics, around the world, generally implied a trend for an overall improvement in our standards of living. However, more recently, in the United States, e.g., this trend has reversed indicating that the opposite was now taking place. In many ways subscribing to the American dream might be a worthwhile aspiration, but, unfortunately, these days, America is not the best place to emulate in our imaginations! Under a relentless neo-liberally inspired shift in culture the top one percent have been taking most of the impressive productivity gains that have arisen through new technologies, etc. Even in Australia we are witness to a similar trend. In effect, since the Global Financial Crisis, hard won productivity gains are not going to the Middle Classes, etc., but more to those individuals and organizations exerting their even greater economic power instituted through incremental, neo-liberally inspired political-economic ‘reforms’ that have ‘progressively’ enriched those who have exercised such power. In this light, one recent statistic illustrates this skewing of the markets by such so-called ‘reforms’ is the following statement made by Bernie Sanders; that in the US, “that ninety-nine percent of all new income today (is) going to the top one percent”.
 A state of affairs, to varying degrees, all too often replicated in many other First World economies.
 (12) 


It has been reported that on average most of those Australians who fall within this socio-economic bracket of the so-called one percent actually do pay their taxes, but, that it is the one percent of the one percent who have been able to successfully minimize or avoid such payments. Then, in a parallel state of affairs to this fact, approximately one third of the top one thousand companies in Australia pay little or no tax, or, i.e., less tax than the average PAYE tax payer.
 With this current Coalition government receiving less receipts from taxation and other forms of revenue it has tried to claw back overpayment from those people receiving benefits in some form or other. In a typical neo-liberal fashion, having drastically reduced the number of staff working for Centrelink and relying more on a casualization of this workforce and merely using algorithms for cross-checking data from various branches of government they have been sending out about 20,000 letters demanding people to repay such monies owing. However, with a high rate of mistakes, the figure usually discussed in the media is ‘twenty percent,’ and no accurate figures being released by the minister for this appalling debt recovery scam, this process is tantamount to the perpetration of a fraud that would not be countenanced for long in the world of private business. Although currently digging in, by claiming the system is working as it is meant to, contradicted everyday by outrageous claims, this operation has been an absolute PR failure for this government.
 Then, simultaneously, we have just reported a very serious scandal where politicians, usually in the Coalition (admittedly, Labor had its faire share a few years back and may have wisely learned to be more parsimonious in this regard with a few notable exceptions) have over generously self-defined working expenses to mean anything they do in public as if they were on government business or not should they also find an excuse for meeting these more often than not anonymous, ‘stakeholders’. By rights we should see nearly the entire front bench having to stand down if not resign immediately. But government is not in the business of being a business and may well have to tough it out until the Media are too boarded to continue repeating this litany of such blatant wrong-doing. This simultaneity of scandals highlights a public perception that our democratic society is now divided between so-called ‘winners’ or ‘lifters’ who are entitled to their rewards for high office, and, a large tranche of ‘losers’ or ‘leaners’ who do not deserve to be paid their benefits that, indeed, they are truly entitled too let alone any over-payments wittingly, or more often unwittingly, arrived at through the sheer mindless complications of a system continually appears to be tweaked to avoid the making of such payments or, at least, their diminishment. We have a dangerous mythology being invoked that suggests that pensioners, of all descriptions, are not entitled to their entitlements whereas, in contrast, the most important workers in our economies, i.e., the most well-paid, are entitled to their entitlements in the form of bonuses, expense claims, subsidized transport and the like. At the same time, between these ‘extremes’ we have a Middle Class being ‘progressively’ squeezed, dis-empowered, disenfranchised and rendered anxious over both the continuation of their employment and the continuing persistence of current, hard won working conditions should they still have a job. Then, towering over everyone is the avoided elephant in the room – the evolution of work in the twenty-first century, or, even for that matter, whether there will be much work left as we currently know it? A topic in which most politicians have not come to an understanding that we need now to confront the issues that are already bearing down upon us in this same regard! (13)


Coming over the horizon, right now, is an unstoppable wave of vocational disruption that has no precedent giving that in the short space of the next ten years or so many forms of vocation currently proffering employment will be relatively defunct. Once we had many coopers and blacksmiths but no longer. Not so long ago we had secretaries to do the typing but now no longer as we are expected to do our own word processing. In the same vein, soon, paralegals and taxi drivers could also be a thing of the past. With such digital and non-digital forms of disruption
 our very concepts of work, wages, entitlement, education and training/retraining, employment and unemployment, etc., will all have to be rethought through. In this regard, a serious dialogue should already be underway, but, here in Australia, e.g., we have a Parliament that is either paralyzed or over-involved in interminable side-issues without much real import. Just when are we going to get serious?!
 (14)


The framing of this necessary and important dialogue must also take into account issues of concerning inequity, dis-equity, non-equity; apparent economic powerlessness; diminished levels of inclusivity; along with the role neo-liberal ideological preferences have played and contributed to the current distortions of the political-economy. Just what have we done and where are we going given this zealous pursuit of market-driven forces that have primarily enriched, beyond our wildest dreams, a few privileged individuals and their families, a few companies along with their CEO’s? (15)


Is neo-liberalism an ideology? To this important question I must answer “yes!”. This answer is in the affirmative because the set of ideas promoted by neo-liberalism are extreme and de-center the objective center
 of a culture that wittingly and/or unwittingly subscribes to the same. However, there is another question that needs to be asked if we go down this road of discerning what might be an ideology and what might not be an ideology? Can the ideological dimension be ever escaped? Even to ask such a question is to demonstrate, surely, that we are already mired in ideological mud and detritus. However, the transcendental phenomenologist might answer this by noting that it is true that no question is free of its ideological determinations, but, as humans, we have this ability to exercise a suspension, and, that, indeed, to even ask this question demonstrates that, already, we are actually exercising a rhetorical suspension, but, sadly, not necessarily in a critical and productively responsible manner. That, to be truly critical, we must exercise a thorough suspension (and thoroughly suspend the same in order to exit psychically from the potential psychosis of such an existential trap
). To explore such issues, whose complex motivation has been outlined in my set of introductions, let me now closely read a recent essay by George Monbiot titled: Neoliberalism: the deep story that lies beneath Donald Trump’s triumph; as published in the Guardian, 14 November 2016 (which can be found in my Appendix A). (16)
This essay begins:

The events that led to Donald Trump’s election started in England in 1975…


The title reads: Neoliberalism:  the deep story that lies beneath Donald   Trump’s triumph. 

The subtitle reads: How a ruthless network of super-rich ideologues killed choice and destroyed people’s faith in politics.
 (17)


The ‘deep story’ is outlined in the subtitle. Put simply, through the complex lens of my overall thesis, the rich and powerful, through incremental forms of legislation that have increasingly privileged this ‘elite’ class, the Middle Class, etc., have become progressively disenfranchised and disempowered, and, the ensuing resentment and disgruntlement has been successfully harnessed by a demagogue like Donald Trump in his bid for the US Presidency. Of course, it remains to be seen if a ‘successful’ businessman like Donald Trump, despite declaring bankruptcy so far on four occasions, and who has profited from neo-liberal oriented policy settings, is the right person for this task of being the President given his apparent desire to run government like a business (by continually claiming ‘to do deals’) and his inevitable inability to inspire forms of cooperative dissemination necessary in the negotiation and arbitration of political compromises whose necessary foundations reside in the overall resolution and expedition of public aspirations and private ambitions. A good person can make bad decisions, and, a bad person can make good decision, but, usually and eventually, we are defined by the ethical nature of those decisions and so we must assume that good person would be more likely to invest in good decisions than a bad person whose natural proclivities would lead then in directions more in keeping with their natural propensities to do less than that that would be more likely to be judged as ‘good’. We should note here that the word ‘good’ straddles both a de-ontological and a pragmatical divide as well as controversial considerations of ‘being good’ in what and for whom (as well as straddling as to whether it is good on a personal and subjective level for a certain citizen or set of citizens, and, whether it is good for most citizens on an interpersonal and inter-subjective level of discursive appreciation?)?
 (18)


On a number of occasions, I have argued that this de-ontological – pragmatical divide is not so much experienced as two incommensurable realms of valuational formation as the appropriation of a genre of valuation formation where such inputs, as required, can be stylistically blended in order to reach an acceptable set of intentional objectives. On the other hand, a floating point of considerations as to what is good and to whom is such goodness to be found ‘good’ implies, at the end of the day, an ability to also successfully negotiate the overall arbitrations necessary between miscellaneous sets of social objectives, either rendered explicit and/or left in an implicit form, and, miscellaneous sets of more personal ambitions be they your own or the ambitions of someone else or a certain set of other people either nominated or left open as to membership but with whom we must interact in order to realize such objectives (be they personal and/or public in orientati on). However, again, such negotiated arbitrations are never realized from scratch but through the reworking of precedents already established in pre-established genres of personal-interpersonal arbitration. Therefore, between genres of inter-de-ontological-pragmatical resolution and personal-interpersonal arbitration a field of possible values is generated. An existential appreciation of the relative positivity and/or relative non-negativity of such values chosen giving us the means for determining the better choices available to us if not the best option available through an intuitive evaluation of such an existential potential. Or, put as simply as possible, seeing what works and adopting and adapting those options in order to maximize overall valuational formation.
 (19)


The first and second paragraphs read:


The events that led to Donald Trump’s election started in England in 1975. At a meeting a few months after Margaret Thatcher became leader of the Conservative party, one of her colleagues, or so the story goes, was explaining what he saw as the core beliefs of conservatism. She snapped open her handbag, pulled out a dog-eared book, and slammed it on the table. “This is what we believe,” she said. A political revolution that would sweep the world had begun.

The book was The Constitution of Liberty by Frederick Hayek. Its publication, in 1960, marked the transition from an honest, if extreme, philosophy to an outright racket. The philosophy was called neoliberalism. It saw competition as the defining characteristic of human relations. The market would discover a natural hierarchy of winners and losers, creating a more efficient system than could ever be devised through planning or by design. Anything that impeded this process, such as significant tax, regulation, trade union activity or state provision, was counter-productive. Unrestricted entrepreneurs would create the wealth that would trickle down to everyone. 


Almost symbolically, Thatcher and Regan are seen as putting neo-liberalism on the political map. Furthermore, Monbiot spells out very succinctly that the neo-liberal agenda in its promotion of an unhindered and rugged individualism automatically entails a ‘winners and losers’ way of seeing the world. Implicit in such an agenda is also the desire to see business taxes lowered, a reduction in regulation along with a sidelining or ‘emasculation’ of the union movement. Trickle down economics has been shown to be ideological nonsense. Yet, we have governments still proposing reductions in taxes even in the light of the fact that companies across the first world are adept at avoiding them in the first place. Then, regulation itself should not be the target of de-regulationists, rather, a proliferation of bad regulations should be suitably addressed. Furthermore, we can see that the declining strength of the unions has rendered them less able to better represent their workers. In such a climate, we are already witness to the dis-equity of a loss of conditions in the workplace from reductions and non-compliance in penalty rates to a migration to a casualization of the workforce, etc. For people on salaries, in an environment of imminent redundancies, etc., has seen workers being expected to work longer hours than for which they are being paid for. Skill levels have also been de-coupled from traditional expectations in remuneration. It is obvious that neo-liberals have won many battles. Consequently, the Middle Class in a number of countries has either been progressively dismantled or threatened by such a prospect to varying degrees. (20)


A number of commentators see the ‘progressive’ increase in non-equity as a worrying trend that portends problems on the democratic horizon that many now feel are already confronting us. Witness Trump, Brexit, the rise of right wing parties, etc. (21)

He (Hayak) begins the book by advancing the narrowest possible conception of liberty: an absence of coercion. He rejects such notions as political freedom, universal rights, human equality and the distribution of wealth, all of which, by restricting the behaviour of the wealthy and powerful, intrude on the absolute freedom from coercion he demands.

Democracy, by contrast, “is not an ultimate or absolute value”. In fact, liberty depends on preventing the majority from exercising choice over the direction that politics and society might take.


By defining ‘liberty’ in such narrow terms this author overlooks the de-ontological dimension and, in the process, skewing the political-economic landscape in a pragmatic direction (to the favour of the so-called one percent of the one percent). Moreover, and importantly, this author automatically empowers the powerful to be more powerful, being unchecked, and, therefore, more capable of promoting forms of coercion in the promotion of their own interests. And this, generally, is what exactly has happened… across the board. So much for this definition of ‘liberty’. From the continuing emasculation of the unions, the diminishing payment of tax by the commercial world despite increasing profits, the flattening or diminution of remuneration through wages, etc… to politicians becoming apparently more beholden to the business philosophies of their donors, etc. It is no wonder that democracies are facing increasing degrees of disgruntlement and discontentment. In the light of this rising malcontentment, populists are ever trying to harvest a sea of non-reflective voters in order to realize their own political ambitions often without little alignment to the aspirations of those same voters. (22)

He justifies this position by creating a heroic narrative of extreme wealth…
The ultra rich are “scouts”, “experimenting with new styles of living”, who blaze the trails that the rest of society will follow...

…All that is good and useful, therefore, arises from inequality. There should be no connection between merit and reward, no distinction made between earned and unearned income, and no limit to the rents they can charge.
…Hayek softened his opposition to monopolies and hardened his opposition to trade unions. He lambasted progressive taxation and attempts by the state to raise the general welfare of citizens. He insisted that there is “an overwhelming case against a free health service for all” and dismissed the conservation of natural resources…

If this recipe, above, were an experiment put into practice where might we find its instantiation? On a daily basis, we hear echoes of such a philosophy interminably being debated from Washington. E.g., at this very moment in time, in my writing this, we have Republicans, at the bidding of President Trump, trying to dismantle the Affordable Care Act (a.k.a. Obamacare). In the process disenfranchising possibly about twenty-four million citizens (according to the recent report from the Congressional Budget Office in the outlining of its non-partisan deconstruction of so-called ‘Trumpcare’). (23)

By the time Thatcher slammed his book on the table, a lively network of thinktanks, lobbyists and academics promoting Hayek’s doctrines had been established on both sides of the Atlantic, abundantly financed by some of the world’s richest people and businesses…
…Using psychology and linguistics to brilliant effect, the thinkers these people sponsored found the words and arguments required to turn Hayek’s anthem to the elite into a plausible political programme.

Thatcherism and Reaganism were not ideologies in their own right: they were just two faces of neoliberalism. Their massive tax cuts for the rich, crushing of trade unions, reduction in public housing, deregulation, privatisation, outsourcing and competition in public services were all proposed by Hayek and his disciples. But the real triumph of this network was not its capture of the right, but its colonisation of parties that once stood for everything Hayek detested.


In other words, neo-liberalism also claimed parties on the Left. In essence, it became the ruling paradigm for ruling political parties without regard to their political orientations. All other forms of political thought and expression would be reduced to a relatively silent state of ineffectiveness through their status being rendered as ‘minor’, i.e., as ‘non-major’ styles of discourse. In all of this, at the same time, the political pendulum moved to the right. Parties on the so-called Left had to either re-brand themselves as ‘neo-liberals’ in some form or other or be politically left behind; as this real center in political life incrementally crept to the Right. (24)


Until recently I had been of the opinion that as we became and become progressively richer the voting population as a whole would naturally move to the Right. Wealthy people no longer need to be socialists let alone revolutionaries. This simple explanation might be true in Australia but would it be true, say, in the US? If the status of the overall Middle Class there has not generally improved, has been relatively diminished as a fraction of the whole of American society, how do we explain this movement to the conservative, non-socialistic side of this traditional political spectrum divided between a Left-and-Right? Why has a society heavily impregnated with neo-liberal values taken a conservative journey? Is there a causal relationship between these two observations of an increased political conservatism and the instantiation of a pronounced neo-liberalism? How are we to explain the nature of this apparent relationship if there were no direct or indirect causal link? The mere persistence of a coincidence would be hard to accept? (25)


Let me analyze what seems salient here. For a start, in both the US and Australia, we see an ongoing trend towards the conservative Right for some decades, albeit slow and incremental, and where transitions have not always moved in the same consistent direction. An acceptance of such a trend should recognize that it is most likely that the overall pre-conditions for such a transformational series of incremental transitions have persisted. A similar argument can also be run for the persistence of this trend for increasing neo-liberal policy settings as expressed through privatization, reduction in the well-directed functioning of the civil service (despite the expansion and demands for greater governmental services, etc.), all pervasive and repeated calls by management for redundancies, etc., globalization, incremental changes to laws and regulations favouring management and capital, etc. Given the persistence of such parallel trends it would be natural to ask what connections might be found between the same. A conservative approach in the political arena is both simultaneously attracted to certain ideal positions and averse to certain other ideal positions. It just so happens that both the attractive and non-attractive ideals here seem to be shared by ideologies. The neo-liberal insistence on promoting individualism is mirrored by the conservative privileging both the individual and their family, cities and states, etc., over the feared intrusions of the state. Such an attraction is reinforced by what both ideologies are also simultaneously averse to, namely, forms of socialism like a privileging of the state, state directed health services, etc. Given that neo-liberalism is the major ideology on the political stage is it any wonder that these parallelisms are such a natural fit? In a cursory comparison between The US and Australia is the difference more a matter of degree plus a few minor differences based more on differences in national narratives, etc? This brings me to an examination of mythic historical narratives in order to explain how cultures are ever works in progress and how narratives, through their forms of misrepresentation, contribute to fake histories and their sympathy for fake facts (so-called alternative facts) regardless of their political orientations and the degrees of an apparent truthiness or non-truthiness (regardless of whether they are exposed through political fact checking, fact collecting commissions, or any other forms of exposure)? (26)


Major discourses depend on alternative universes. Given that ideologies de-center ‘objective’ reality for a preferred ‘real’ reality it is no wonder that the political world does not see a close alignment between the same. So, in the light of this argument, it is quite natural to intepret the exercise of a major discourse, political or otherwise, as ever discordant with objective reality to that degree that major ideological vision of the world equally de-centers its ‘objectivity’. Now, let me stress that these contrasts of ‘objective’ and ‘real’ have a specific terminological reference embedded in the context of previous work formulated and examined by myself.
 In my interpretation of the political context I have observed for some time the pragmatic need for the adept politician to capture the so-called ‘real center’ around which current political expression has its contemporary basis. That center is arrived at through political trends that seeing it moving towards the same and then moving on in the same direction of those overall trends or its reversal and movement to the other end of the political spectrum, albeit redefined in and through the proposal of current controversies and their apparent points of public contention. A statistical analysis of persisting themes in the Media might well give us some insights into public thinking in this regard, a state of affairs not necessarily in alignment with its more prominent political expression in the range of discourses disseminated by the political elites. E.g., in my assessment of the world of Australian media we seem to be obsessed by housing affordability, energy security, etc., and admittedly in the background, the lack of a resolution of so-called ‘illegal’ immigrants despite many of them being granted a status as bona fides refugees (rather than overt concerns over future boat-arrivals). Of course, there is a plethora of other issues but those taking up more space can be seen as marking out certain prominent anxieties being tapped into by politicians, journalists, academics, and, obviously, the current interest of the public themselves (to a certain non-identical extent
). (27)

Into this contemporary complexity, the agile politician will adeptly align both themselves and their parties. However, in my opinion, given the greater reality and effectiveness attached to an alignment with the objective center the responsible politician needs to reverse their pragmatic identification with that real center and de-ontologically move towards an alignment with this imputed objective center. Why? Because a less extreme society is more inclusive and more successful in its cooperation and collaboration that is absolutely necessary for more successful forms of resolution arising within and between the conflicts centered in the ongoing resolution of both personal imperatives and social imperatives. Only through cooperation and collaboration on all levels of personal-interpersonal interaction can the dissemination of individual and communal power be more productively exercised for all parties concerned. (28)


This vision in the dissemination of political-economic power granted how do we pragmatically discern both where the real center is and where the objective center should be? (29)


The real center can be discerned by noting about which current political thinking seems to center itself; i.e., where on the political spectrum most of the population seem to be located. Such discernment is usually arrived quite easily through consensus. Of course to what degree politicians and parties seem to be aligned is another matter. Usually however, they express sentiments defending the type of position they both assume and aim for. In contrast, those politicians and parties who do not seem to possess the major discourse in this regard might wish to hide the fact that they are contra-directional in that same regard. Then, the determination of the objective center is more a matter of re-contrasting the current reality of the real center in an aspiration that returns it to more of a central position on the political spectrum constructed between a so-called Left-and Right. In bold de-ontological terms, a responsible Right-leaning politician needs to go Left, and, a responsible Left-leaning politician needs to go Right… both in a manner to a degree and with a timing that is in tune with existential character of their times. It also behooves such a responsible politician to canvass through skillful argument, etc., for such a careful and successful reversal in ideological directionality. Such re-balancing is not an easy task for politicians and their parties even though, in the light of this de-ontological observance of the greater benefits of a less extreme political world, such a directive should be followed to the best of the ability of those current political masters. Winning elections is one thing, winning the soul of the country is another (just as winning the soul of a political party is a different proposition to winning the electoral soul of the country in question). If the current real political center can be discerned through noting where the greatest political noise, as expressed in and through all forms of Media, where is the objective political center to be found? Through noting the silences of the Media, through noting where the Media are silent? Or, by running political suspension and noting where a natural sense of balance is and then determining those suitable means for heading in that direction (with out alienating, I might add, those more attached to political reality of their real political sense of centering… even if relatively de-centered overall by virtue of its non-alignment with this objective sense of a political center). Intuitively, it is where relatively non-ideological thinking is arrived at through this careful balancing and suspension of current ideological currencies is conducted so to speak. It is also where we find good people speaking on the behalf of their country… sometimes at the expense of their vocational careers, and sadly, sometimes, at the expense of their own lives of themselves and the lives of their families…. (30)

This more responsible sense of re-direction, successfully instituted, creates a more inclusive, less extreme, more integrated and better functioning national society. However, it is very difficult for many politicians to objectively discern such responsibilities and many prefer to merely preserve their political power through appealing more to their base at the de-ontological expense of serving their whole country and all of its citizen therein. Moreover, let me note that it is my belief that upon a world stage the presentation of a true political authenticity, through such a de-ontological alignment with this ‘objective’ vision of reality) is a better asset in international diplomacy than a more pragmatic approach exercised through making limited deals (in some form of ruthless ‘real politic’ that would be more successful if it were to observe political realities rather than some unobtainable form of a misperceived and misinterpreted ideal ideological ‘purity’). (31)


Now, let me look into this idea that fake histories sustain fake facts and that people who subscribes to these ideologically driven perspectives will declare the dissemination of all other ‘alternative facts’, factually rightly or wrong, coherently interpreted or misinterpreted, as ‘fake news’. In the process trying to make sense of this apparent co-association between conservative trends and the progressive entrenchment of the political-economic philosophy behind the incremental political instantiation of neo-liberal policy settings. (32)


I recently read an article by Paul Rosenberg
 titled: Bigger than fake news: Trump’s rise was fueled by a deeper narrative of fake history. In this article the author looks at how factual errors are accepted as facts in narratives that could be described, at best, as fake histories. E.g., we must ask why President Trump insists a wall must be build between Mexico and the states when statistics show that since the Global Financial Crisis/Great Recession the same number of undocumented people have left as have entered the country. Obviously, facts do not play a part in the dissemination of this narrative and given it appears to fall on such fertile ground it would appear that his targeted audience do not care for such facts either. On the other hand, those that do must baulk at the immense expense that would be involved in the construction of such a useless piece of national defense. ‘Words do matter’ and can be very expensive with, sometimes, little or no advantage through exercising their practical realization. (33)


This author makes a distinction between logos and mythos. Facts fall under the rubric of the former whereas narratives can more easily fall under the sway of myth. By making this distinction we can see why facts do not necessarily alter narratives and why facts or alternative facts more resonant with a certain narrative will be more happily accepted therein despite its status as a ‘fact’. Thence the concept of ‘truthiness’. We also get an explanation for why certain ‘facts’, despite their factual status, are so readily accepted as having a historical veracity despite expert professional historical declarations to the opposite. (34)


We can extend this insight to either end of the political spectrum. We can also quite reasonably suspect that all forms of mythological presentation to be a bit economical with the truth given their desire to both find a simple vision of reality and the correct vision consonant with historical reception… in accordance with the allegiance of the traditionalist in question.
 In this regard, we can treat the mythologies of conservatives and non-conservatives as both naturally disparate and economical representation of non-mythological reality. Hence alternative universes even if rooted in this same world. (35)


This author, Paul Rosenberg, also makes the point that in US politics Democrats, it would appear, are more partial to facts rather than mythical narratives and Republicans are more partial to mythical narratives rather than facts. This observation might explain why the political fact checking of ‘alternative facts’ found little resonance with Republicans sympathetic to a conservative narrative that is more interested in privileging small government, individualism, family units, state’s rights, less regulation, etc. The expletive ‘fake news’, therefore, could always be hurled by representatives of one mythic narrative at the representatives of some other mythic narrative. (36)


How might these insights explain the co-association of conservatism and neo-liberalism? Both discourses privilege a similar style of discourse. An interesting problem arises, however, as to how a conservatively sympathetic neo-liberalism could also be adopted and adapted by a non-conservative, socialist-leaning politicians and their parties? But this potential objection is probably best minimized by recognizing that when the real political center is deep in conservative territory it behooves non-conservative politicians to move to the same degree in order to capture the same. Thence their natural appropriation of conservative and neo-liberal policies and their settings, albeit through some form of a socialistic lens, in order to viably survive in this conservative-leaning political arena. We can also argue that the political dominance of a major neo-liberal perspective would allow this to appropriation to occur, relatively without comment, without necessarily exposing exponents of such an uptake to experiential forms of cognitive political dissonance given that that political perspective defines all political defaults in this sphere of political activity. That, in essence, conservative-leaning and neo-liberal-leaning perspectives naturally sustain each other and re-define their parallel forms of discursive dissemination. Thence this natural co-association; regardless of whether that also includes a causal connectedness or a non-causal connectedness. (37)

It was inevitable that the blazing, insurrectionary confidence of neoliberalism would exert a stronger gravitational pull than the dying star of social democracy. Hayek’s triumph could be witnessed everywhere from Blair’s expansion of the private finance initiative to  Clinton’s repeal of the Glass-Steagal Act, which had regulated the financial sector. For all his grace and touch, Barack Obama, who didn’t possess a narrative either (except “hope”), was slowly reeled in by those who owned the means of persuasion.


In the ‘dying’ light of social democracy, under pressure from neo-liberal think tanks, from the lobbying of businesses and other vested interests, etc., we can see this dissemination of neo-liberal ‘principles’ to be almost historically inevitable. Across the First World, and beyond, the only difference being more a matter of degree as to what extent these counter-socialistic forces were able to prevail and become entrenched (across changes and shifts as political oscillations make their way along this political spectrum in a general trend more to the Right). (38)

As I warned in April, the result is first disempowerment then disenfranchisement. If the dominant ideology stops governments from changing social outcomes, they can no longer respond to the needs of the electorate. Politics becomes irrelevant to people’s lives; debate is reduced to the jabber of a remote elite. The disenfranchised turn instead to a virulent anti-politics in which facts and arguments are replaced by slogans, symbols and sensation. The man who sank Hillary Clinton’s bid for the presidency was not Donald Trump. It was her husband.

The paradoxical result is that the backlash against neoliberalism’s crushing of political choice has elevated just the kind of man that Hayek worshipped. Trump, who has no coherent politics, is not a classic neoliberal. But he is the perfect representation of Hayek’s “independent”; the beneficiary of inherited wealth, unconstrained by common morality, whose gross predilections strike a new path that others may follow. The neoliberal thinktankers are now swarming round this hollow man, this empty vessel waiting to be filled by those who know what they want. The likely result is the demolition of our remaining decencies, beginning with the agreement to limit global warming.

In previous essays I have discussed the internal enfranchisement, or dis-enfranchisement, of minor life-worlds in a contrast to their external empowerment, or dis-empowerment, of the same. E.g., in the maturation of a relatively mature democracy we find the ruling government granting additional funds to such groups in the hope of garnering those extra votes that get them over the electoral line in order to either get into power or stay in power. In this regard, they become more noticed or observed by the world at large (in both active and passive senses). Internally, additional funding, a greater degree or organization and a rise in general social consciousness of that minor life-world means that life-world is better able to disseminate its own voice/dialogue of similar voices in the greater scheme of things. So, e.g., we get newspapers, the recording of the history/histories of that minor life-world, etc. Effectively, in this world as lived, we are no longer exposed to an effective major history reflecting the ruling powers that be, but, instead, a plethora of voices within this same sense of a more complex sense of world-view. (39)


Unfortunately, the symbolic person of someone like President Trump seems to suggest that this ongoing progression of minor life-world empowerment and enfranchisement has been stopped and, perhaps, reversed with a return to the hegemony of majority rule albeit cast in a non-elite form. By appealing to a majority, a populist should quickly risk alienating their base if they are seen to not to be supporting this electoral demographic. However, until this major discourse is lost, such ‘political mistakes’ may well be overlooked albeit for a period of time.
 (40)


This essay notes that Trump is not a classic neo-liberalist. He may not be coherent in expressing his view of the world but does consistently tell us what it is despite its inconsistencies. Without a doubt, though, he has been a major beneficiary of the neo-liberal paradigm. Moreover, he surrounds himself with neo-liberal proponents. Given, that I would argue that the neo-liberal world view has re-moulded a certain conservative Republican view and that both are the root cause of such widespread disenchantment, it would take a profound miracle for this political entourage surrounding Trump to rescue American society from its unrelenting progression of its relentless grip. At the end of this extended essay I will note what, I believe, are the complex types of response our politicians and non-polititicans must collaborate together in a bipartisan manner and enact in order to successfully reverse such malcontentment. (41)


Our democracies are already damaged and simplistic solutions, as provided by populists, will be worse than no solutions whatsoever! Medicines are a two-edged sword. Sometimes, too much or too little can be fatal. Then, should we be either lucky or unlucky, some medications are just a waste of time and money. So, Trump wants to build a wall on the Mexican border. Why? Statistic would show that since the Great Recession, also known as the Global Financial Crisis, the number of undocumented immigrants, more or less, is the same number as undocumented migrants leaving the country. But in the repeated dissemination of a convenient myth why let an inconvenient fact stand in the way of such a compelling story? Well, at the end of the day, truth has a way of exerting itself because we live in this world and not in some virtual world spun the way we would wish it to be seen! (42)


In a succinct essay Monbiot has introduced us to a broad understanding of what neo-liberalism is and what it means given the selfishness of its relentless trajectory and the political-economic privileging of the few over the many… falsely dressed up with a failed narrative promising the salvation of the same.  (43)

Those who tell the stories run the world. Politics has failed through a lack of competing narratives. The key task now is to tell a new story of what it is to be a human in the 21st century. It must be as appealing to some who have voted for Trump and Ukip as it is to the supporters of Clinton, Bernie Sanders or Jeremy Corbyn.

A few of us have been working on this, and can discern what may be the beginning of a story. It’s too early to say much yet, but at its core is the recognition that – as modern psychology and neuroscience make abundantly clear – human beings, by comparison with any other animals, are both remarkably social and remarkably unselfish. The atomisation and self-interested behaviour neoliberalism promotes run counter to much of what comprises human nature.

Hayek told us who we are, and he was wrong. Our first step is to reclaim our humanity.

Let us take up this mission. Let us re-define what it means to be ‘human’ given that the dissemination of both individual and communal expressions of power can only be facilitated through the auspices of others. To this end let me utilize an existentialistic lens in order to better understand how we must ‘relationally’ interact with others, through a relative privileging of our relationships, in order to make any form of aspirational progress whatsoever. (44)


To advance this broad agenda let me examine neo-liberalism as a unitary phenomenon through a lens that notes three levels of general, particular and specific degrees of scrutiny. (45)

Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy

Through Engaging its Malcontents

And Promoting its Progressive Proponents
3.    First Treatment: General Investigations


Why examine the impact neo-liberalism has in the political-economy, and, what should result from such investigations? An understanding of the adverse implications of such perverse economic policy settings, and, a parallel appreciation of its adverse political impact upon the functioning of government! From such appreciation, a re-vitalized political consciousness should be fostered in order to re-establish positive forms of democratically oriented, politically re-constituted stability and renewal. (46)


In essence, this extended essay recognizes the need for the embryonic formation of a political manifesto that addresses current issues arising from the apparent neo-liberal destabalization of democratically oriented forms of governance.
 (47)


Also, the creation of a recognition that such neo-liberally induced political destabilization also invites populism and its manipulation by populists; i.e. the arising of demagogues along with their various disastrous forms of demagoguery. (48)


In other words, it is my belief that neo-liberal policy settings, relentlessly set in their ideological framework of neo-liberalism, are one of the main forces that is currently destabilizing most Western democratic forms of government. Hence the polemical importance of this extended essay in attempting to address this impending political crisis given these grounds for the increased fostering of unsuitable forms of populist oriented governance as a near inevitable result of such neo-liberally provoked malcontentment; i.e., discontentment, disgruntlement and minor life-world disenfranchisement and disempowerment. In order to establish this string of points, let me here briefly argue this case in general terms (outlining the nature of these heading and how they are interrelated). (49)


In the previous chapter or section, in my commentary on this essay by George Monbiot, we see the advent of neo-liberalism taking effective root, at least symbolically, in the democratic governments of the US and the UK under President Regan and Prime Minister Thatcher. Such ideas as they proposed and promoted already had a history through the work of certain economists. However, around that time, such an ideology could be seen as taking the form of a major discourse in which all economic and political issues would then find themselves being re-framed; either for good and/or for bad. All innovations can be seen as two-edged swords and it would be wrong to suppose, initially, that neo-liberal ideas were not without some degree of benefit (given natural problems with institutionalization, proliferation, a lack of flexibility and innovation in systems that are either relatively too stressed or unstressed
). (50)

Now, I would like to give here an overview of how I wish to treat this topic in general terms of reference. I see neo-liberalism as a relentlessly selfish, destructive ideology that is enriching those ‘active malcontents’, who, wittingly and/or unwittingly, are causing degrees of ‘passive malcontentment’ to ripple throughout the rest of society. In so far as such passive malcontentment is not addressed and its root causes are not redressed it will surely lead to the eventual, effective deconstruction of our relatively mature or non-mature democratic worlds. However, we must hope that our democratic conventions and institutions have the resilience and ability to reconstitute themselves in a more robust form able to reverse such pre-conditions and conditions that would lead to a post-conditional de-stabalization of these democratic ways of life. This aspiration also applies to all forms of governance since no form of government can escape some degree of direct and/or indirect democratic-like inputs and outputs. Or, given that all forms of absolutism, e.g., are always and ultimately limited and qualified it follows that all political systems must take into account that all forms of engagement are processes of encountered-recognition/recognized-encounter of the other by the non-other (namely, ourselves). That, only through negotiated arbitration to some degree, can the dissemination of personal power be transmitted through an inter-personal medium of the other. Therefore, the pursuit of both personal ambitions and social aspirations have to be negotiated and arbirtrated through the necessary, inescapable auspices of others! (51)

I will present the main points of this overview under the following five headings, namely, the nature, promotions and consequences of neo-liberal ideology… as contra-relational and self-obsessed; disestablishes equity and promotes malcontentment (through personal discontentment, communal disgruntlement, and, life-world disempowerment and life-world disenfranchisement); favours populism and media manipulation; entrenches demagogues or re-vitalizes democracies… where the manifestoes for such processes of resilient re-constitution will need to observe circumscribed donations; transparent lobbying; equitable re-establishment, and, the re-normalization of all forms of personal-interpersonal interactiveness. (52)


I.e., perceiving neo-liberal ideologies as advertently and/or inadvertently promoting excessive individualism, inequitableness, populism, demagoguery and/or a counter-reaction of resilience in a suitable reconstitution of an overall democratic life-world). That latter, a (non-de-reconstituted) re-constituted
 resilience observing suitable limits on donations, lobbying, inequitableness, and non-re-normalization (of all forms of political-economic interaction). (53)

Let me now briefly examine what is entailed under these headings. (54)

The selfish nature of neo-liberal attitudes, observed in an extreme form, imply the impossible prospects for such an objective. The dissemination of personal power is always exercised inter-personally and never merely in pure subjective terms of reference. Thence its impossibility in its pure form (to that extent such could be contemplated). Moreover, in moving towards this extreme, such an attitude will invite both the deconstruction of that project or program but also question its ability to be necessarily exercised within a ‘democratic’ prospect (given the contra-relational nature of such an ideological framework, and, all forms of governance must be ‘democratic’ to some extent in order to operate). (55)


In its exercising of promoting an obsession with the individual it takes on a counter-productive contra-relational perspective that ‘progressively’ deconstructs all projects and programs in their respective prospects as well as the ‘progressive’ deconstruction of those same prospects.
 (56)


Such self-obsession, such promotion of a few individuals at the very expense of the many, indeed, society itself, can only lead to malcontentment. The few malcontents, that have benefited to date through the ongoing, incremental establishment of neo-liberal policy settings, and, those people who are malcontent through being the direct and/or indirect victims of such adverse policy settings. Hence the observance of a trend that appears to promote, on balance, forms of negative equitableness, mis-equity, through, namely, past non-equity, current dis-equity and potential future non-equity, etc. Thence personal discontentment which leads to expressions of familial, communal and/or social forms of public disgruntlement. Politically, through the populist harnessing and harvesting of disgruntled votes from disgruntled voters, minor life-worlds are no longer progressively, externally empowered and internally enfranchised, and, are then, ‘progressively’ disempowered and disenfranchised through the very resetting of more neo-liberally oriented policy settings that ostensibly favour a effective majority demographic (say, a White Middle Class, e.g.
). That, often, such reset policy settings merely advance the same or very similar neo-liberal agenda which, in turn, can only further provoke more discontentment, etc. Under such circumstances the populist has to hide the fact that, more correctly, they are merely adding to the very pre-conditions and conditions that they have taken advantage of which promoted such public disgruntlement in the first place. With any reasonable degree of insight, such populists and demagogues must fear the removal of their ‘narrative cover’ lest they be seen as no more than, indeed, as very much the same old neo-liberal establishment that has caused such widespread anxiety and grief in the first place. In other words, the post-conditional consequences of their policy pronouncements and legislated projects and programs can be no more than more of the same in neo-liberal terms of reference (given that even such demagogues, etc.,
 usually, cannot escape this same current major, neo-liberal paradigm that has contaminated all recent forms of political-economic discourse, to varying degrees, across the entire political spectrum from democracies to non-democratically oriented forms of governance). (57)

Such discontentment collectively forms a public sense of disgruntlement that is harvested and harnessed by populists whose platform of populism is usually at the expense of effective minor life-worlds; i.e., those who belong, e.g., to an indigenous world, different ethnicities, women,
 etc. In seeking and rewarding a major demographic, populists generally seek to both disempower and disenfranchise those members who allied themselves with a minor life-worlds or set of minor life-worlds (given that all people intersect with a series of minor life-worlds even if they identify, primarily, with a major demographic. This identified sense of an intersection helping to explain why some members of a minor life-world will also ally themselves with political forces that seem to be antithetical to that same minor life-world.
 (58)

I will suggest that the nature of populism is such that it notes disgruntlement, emphasizes it, suggest affective or emotional reasons for the same by often invoking some semblance of an ‘other’ whose mere association, then, is both offered as an explanation and proffered as an explicit or implicit solution to this apparent ‘problem’ through suggesting that the mere removal, by some means or other, of this sense of the other is a good start on this road to finding a solution to this problem (as defined by the problematic nature of such an ideology itself). Ideologies, religious or otherwise, are often in the habit of proffering a sense of problematicity fabricated by such a presentation and then proffering their distinctive modes of resolution.
 Policies, in such a framework, are more emotionally highlighted and usually not well thought out in practical policy terms of reference (either in clearly defining the problem or giving a clear response to redress that perceived problem
). In essence, their apparent center of gravity is affective in orientation. They are meant to appeal to us in emotional terms of reference and are not presented, primarily, in coherent and cogent cognitive terms of reference. On the other hand, through the use of simple metaphors, etc., they do try to rhetorically reinforce this affective appeal with a simple cognitive reading that subverts the authority of the current political-economic system and which, effectively, will reinforce their own semblance of political-economic power.
 (59)

The populist, whist using democratic means to attain political power, also exercises an attack, disguised or otherwise, on democratic institutions and conventions by testing the very limits of that same democratic system that they attempt to come to power within or within which they have taken power.
 (60)

What needs to be done to counter this neo-liberal ground that seems to promote both neo-liberalists and populism? A broad-spectrum approach capable of restoring the democratic rule of law along with adequate safeguards, etc., through the re-establishment of democratic conventions spread across the executive, legislative and judicial sectors of that democratic life-world in question. As noted in my four-part manifesto, we need to curtail the covert and corrupting influence of donations (on the executive and legislative branches of government); promote absolute transparency of lobbying (without connections being bought, etc., that incrementally re-order legislation in an overall neo-liberally oriented policy direction, etc.); reverse legislation that favours neo-liberal policy setting at the general expense of the public welfare; and, promote an existential approach in the re-normalization of all forms of relational interaction. I.e., oversee a manifesto that observes circumscribed donations; transparent lobbying; mis-equity reversal; and, relational re-normalization (on personal, interpersonal, communal, national and international levels of interaction). (61)


Re-normalization can occur through the removal of negative policy settings and practices, and, promoting a more positive political-economic frame of reference.
 Or, as noted elsewhere, through the enaction of an existential approach that does both steps at the same time through observing a pro-relational stance in all forms of decision making, at or on all stages of its enaction (pre-conditionally, conditionally and post-conditionally). In other words, observing (in a passive senses) the needs of the relationship/s in question and duly observing the same (in an active sense). I.e., observing the place of all forms of judgment in a balanced perspective
 and being responsible within and on the behalf of that relationship or those relationships in which we are suitably engaged.
 (62)


Could a populist, by definition, take an existential tack in their political-economic engagement? No! Never! Because a populist is partisan in their representations of that political(-economical) state of affairs. Obviously, they have not nor could be taking an existential approach (through the suitable invocation of an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension since they would not be properly suspending suitable representations of their political-economic situatedness). They cannot take an existential approach if they do not privilege the overall political-economic relationship, and, do privilege, instead, only aspects of that overall political-economic relationship as defined by themselves. If they privilege a certain class or set of classes or privilege a certain minor life-world or set of minor life-worlds, and, invoke and demonize some sense of an ‘other’ then they automatically disqualify themselves as being suitable persons able to take on an existentially oriented form of engagement in that electorate or dominion. Inauthenticity only creates further inauthenticity, and, more by accident than design, only incidental forms of authenticity. (63)

Populists are prone to taking simple metaphors and further simplifying them to their own ends. Indeed, the adoption and adaptation, by a populist, of any metaphor is better for them than having no metaphors to reconstruct in a deceptive manner (through simplifications, etc.). So, e.g., deceptively simple metaphors are chosen. Anomalous facts and qualifications are then conveniently overlooked. All pointed and important questions directed towards an explanation of such anomalies are never answered, but, rather displaced through forms of rhetoric that should never once be allowed to go past unnoticed. However, it is all very well to point out ‘facts’ as ‘facts’ and so-called ‘alternative facts’ as ‘non-facts’, if not ‘lies’ or just ‘deceptions, delusions, and so forth’, it behooves the skillful interrogator of a populist demagogue to note the consequences of their narratives when taken to their logical limit… by exposing their limited horizons. Noting such claims as ‘fake facts’, ‘fact narratives’, ‘fake histories’… and draw people on to make their own conclusions that these exponents and proponents are no more that fake leaders
 and fake congregations in the thralls of a charlatan political preacher promoting some snake oil-like set of proposals… that can only fall on stony ground at best, or, merely favour a furthering of the enrichment of the rich at the expense of the poor, or, lead us all on to a catastrophic future replete with adversity for both rich and poor alike… through the dismantling of the insurance of our democratic safeguards, and so on..! (64)

That the skillful exercise of such seemingly harmless metaphors, as chosen by demagogues, need to be even more skillfully defused, radically deconstructed and exposed as more than just patent nonsense, as lures to bait the unsuspecting punters, as a trap for the nation who finds itself so unwisely hoodwinked by such slogans and emotional appeals to a false patriotism, a misguided sense of nostalgia, noting the true horrors that stem from the consequences that will devolve from such the distasteful demonization of the other so glibly portrayed by these political posers who so obviously demonstrate no authentic de-ontological sense of propriety..! (65)

Their dangerous demonization of the other, their non-inclusive visions of these members of singled out minor life-worlds also need to be quickly and successfully defused. All minor life-worlds intersect with all other minor life-world in the formation of one world, namely, this world as lived. In this world, we must all live together, to the advantage of everyone, since we all, each one of us, must depend on others!
 (66)

We also need to be mindful of various forms of representation/misrepresentation and their defusement through de-mis-representation, etc. E.g., we can note the deceptive strategy of the double representation/mis-representation (and even, perhaps, tertiary processes of representation/mis-representation/re-mis-presentation or, i.e., the further mis-representation of mis-representation, etc.). (67)

E.g., we have a classic instance in Trump’s appeal to the White Middle Class as being hard done by in absolute terms when relative terms would have made a more fair or fairer form of assessment. Many sectors of the American landscape suffered under the Global Financial Crisis better know there as the Great Recession. But, then, what populist is really interested in fairness, in presenting facts contra their own contrived narratives, etc? E.g., claiming (an absolute mis-)representation and then making it a form of self-representation, as if Trump himself is also a member of this class (if only through fake empathy… if only along the lines, more or less, “I hear you, I hear your suffering… I feel your suffering…”) is to blatantly misuse such metaphors of identification in this post-truth world. It is valid to note empathy but to identify directly with the object of this empathy is fraudulent if that identification itself is fraudulent. We should also note the misuse of the analogy that ‘the White Middle Class can rightly feel hard done by in US’, etc. (as if they, alone, were hard done by or were equally hard done by). However, in the wake of the Global Financial Crisis of 2007 official unemployment figures are now around 5% whereas for the Afro-American section of the political economy it is now down to 7.9%...  and this is about where White unemployment went up to, more or less… the point being that although the White Middle Class feel, can quite rightly, ‘hard done by’ (as a result of neo-liberal policy settings, globalization, etc.), still, by comparison to, e.g., the Afro-American section of the political-economy, they were much less ‘hard done by’. However, populists take this reasonable relative representation and transform it through a form of self-representation, as a seemingly reasonable absolute representation, that is not in conformity with a wider objective denotative assessment by saying this terrible state of affairs was, is and will be made worse by invoking some form of ‘other’ that seems to metaphorically do the job in this respect. The worst aspect of such mis-representation is that the non-represented or those represented as ‘other, are, more often than not, suffering more from the current state of the political-economy as heavily reconfigured by neo-liberal policy setting, etc.  So, when some demagogue-like person such as, e.g., President Trump (or, some might have grounds to think, this ‘so-called President Trump’
) invokes a series of ‘others’ that do this sort of post-truth work in forming a self-representation that is more in an alignment with a self-representative connotative remapping of the world in accordance their over mis-reconfigured narratives. Hence their subscription to fake histories (and their fake narratives studded with ‘alternative facts’), etc. Hence (t)his invocation and demoninzation of ‘Mexicans’, ‘Chinese’, ‘Europeans not paying their NATO dues’, Moslems and terrorists, etc. But, as we know, all forms of representation are forms of mis-representation and such misrepresentation is overlooked until the sense of mis-representation is diminished through its representation as a ‘mis-representation’ qua ‘mis-representation’ and better understood through such de-mis-representation. Until this effort to de-mis-represent is made, such patent mis-representation will continue to be disseminated, etc. If sighted (and sited/cited) in a major discourse then such blatant misrepresentations may well continue to be overlooked in the middle of such a discourse (although, it is also true to say that all forms of mis-alignment do not ultimately assist the ‘traveler’ who elects to live in such a world, since the world as lived, in the passage of those travelers, must also always live outside those mis-constructed terms of reference in order to a make a reasonably successful passage through this same, actual, shared world as lived). In the meantime, such a populist also ‘makes hay while the sun shines’ given that to undo such misrepresentation, especially in a major discourse, takes time by which time they have produced another dozen such conjuring tricks. Ideally, they should not be allowed to get away with such fakery the first time in order to prepare us to observe a well-founded suspension of all the rest given such confection of facts, etc. At essence, ‘a liar should be deemed a liar’ and treated accordingly rather than taken forever at face value… or just laughed at or merely forgiven, etc. Equal treatment is demanded here (and woman or any other major or minor member of a life-world should not be treated any differently in this regard). Every point of disseminated deception should not be allowed to float freely away into an overall world of truthiness… and not conceded until the issuer of such deception finally has to concede that they were wrong… on every such point under contention… even if they refuse to concede. At least holding up this fluid charade of deceptive pretension… rather than having to drown in its patent untruthfulness. Indeed, this type of mis-representative discourse should be exposed… without falling into the traps set by such a discourse. Obviously trading alternative facts with real facts is ineffective. Rather, a deconstruction of the context of their fake narratives has to be skillfully exposed. A classic example is the slogan ‘Make America Great Again’. Be careful over the supplement of ‘Again’. For many in Middle America, America does not feel ‘great’ and hasn’t felt ‘great’ for some time. Avoiding this pitfall, we could say something like, e.g., “we too want a great America and here is how we are going to have a great America, an America for all people, where all people are listened to and heard, where the Middle Class, the backbone of this country will not be sidelined”, etc… where, in this time of transition, don’t trust the swaggering braggadocia of an insider rebranding themselves as an ‘outsider’ given their track record for such repeated business failure, not holding themselves to their promises, not looking after their workers … a person who will not release their tax returns lest we discover that their net wealth is actually negative or in hock to foreign banks, or, where they just don’t fully pay their socially expected share of taxation through its clever minimization, etc., etc.
 As noted, the use of any metaphor is better than none, but, in a war of metaphors, (y)ours must be better whilst you deconstruct the opposition (and not the other way round… be the force of opposition arrived at through verbal tricks, outright lies and the like, or, through misguided arguments whose intent does not capture the existential truth that ‘if the markets were left to their own devices it will surely screw them as night follows day’... One reason why we need governments to step in and truly represent us, rather than the few; who would profit even more greatly if governments did not suitably step in and better represent us. However, generally, across various democracies, a palpable consensus is forming ‘that individual representatives in government no longer represent their voters but are becoming increasingly beholden, through their political parties, to certain vested interests…’
 (68)

A major discourse forever risks being seized by a relatively more powerful minor discourse capable of such usurpation. Moreover, an adverse or defective major discourse should be such a candidate for such deconstruction and replacement, a process better instituted through suitable forms of existentially oriented deconstruction and re-construction; be that through the use of consequential analysis, moral analysis using suitable de-ontological and/or pragmatical argument, etc., etc. That a simultaneous existential deconstruction/re-construction is arrived at through realizing a suitable pro-relational representation/re-presentation of those relevant relationships, in that overall relationship in question, in a process to be undertaken in and through our existential engagement with their lived-situatedness/es. The existential nature, instantiation and ramifications of a pro-relational stance being taken up for closer examination in later sections of this extended essay. (69)

Now, what is entailed in our critical explorations of the relationship between a general level of investigations, a particular level of analyses and a more specific set of examinations? (70)


If we were dealing with a unitary phenomenon and/or or a unitary set of phenomena then we should expect that any analysis, indeed, all analyses, of particular types of phenomena associated with that generality should, first, be directly contexted by that generality, and, second find transformational rules that would allow us to transition from one particularity to some other without the necessity for directly contexting this underlying or overlying generality. The same structural-processes, i.e., transformations (between types) or transitions (within a type) also apply on the examinational level of specifics or between particularities and specifics. (71)


What are the ramifications of this understanding of the relationships between generalities, particularities and specifics? In this extended essay, I have argued that neo-liberalism is a unitary phenomenon, namely, as a type of ideology that has attained the relatively recent status of a major discourse. Seen in this light we can now argue that particular types of neo-liberal expression can be either directly referred to its theoretical generality and/or through transformational rulings that allow us to migrate and transition directly between or within its apparently related particularities (otherwise we would be dealing with relatively separate phenomena). So, we should be able to argue, e.g., that we can interconnect ‘the desire for small government’ with ‘a desire for reduced regulation’ and, in turn, the former with ‘a reduced exercise in the monitoring and enforcement of compliance’ along with other particular considerations like ‘the over re-iterated attention to corporate fusion and/or fission of organizational structure’, and, emphases on ‘privatization’, ‘globalization’, ‘calls for austerity in the face of budgetary deficits’, etc., etc. (72) 


By adding to this mix considerations of subjectivity we can also investigate, analyze and examine power relations as thought or found to be exercised therein or there between. Moreover, we can see phenomenal-phenomenological levels of investigation as occurring more on the level of generalities, hermeneutic narratives (and genres of narrative) as occurring on levels of analysis, and, factual considerations as being naturally connected with specific considerations along with the specific existential complexion found to ensue from such situatedness. Transformations should be possible between these levels if we are dealing with a unitary phenomenon. Therefore, e.g., so-called ‘alternative facts’ should be ruled out and not treated as ‘specific facts’ if they appear anomalous in their supporting narratives or related narratives conducted in wider terms of reference, or v.v. Or, if their supporting narratives cannot be accommodated in their official narratives so to speak, etc. Otherwise, anomalous events will need to be overlooked as ‘anomalous’ in order to re-inscribe them as (apparently true) ‘facts’, etc. In all of this, processes of alignment through ongoing re-alignment are called for in order to better ground such systems in the reality of lived-experience suitably accounted for to the best of our abilities, etc. ‘Fabrications’ being less profitable in terms of valuational formation when engaged in these wider spheres of influence. But, even ‘fabrications’ can only be improperly tweaked versions of reality and we always have to hand the ability to undo such damage and return in a more aligned direction
 (through productive forms of re-directional alignment, etc.).
 (73)


Having outlined the general configuration of our topic, namely the adverse nature of neo-liberalism, and its propensity of deconstructing the democratic life-world, and creating an opening for demagogues and their dissemination of unbalanced forms of populism, let me now proceed to a more particular form of analysis wherein we seek to discern how aspects of the same unitary phenomenon can be transformational interconnected. E.g., just how are such disparate aspects of all-knowing markets, the unhindered formation of monopolies, the excess re-iteration of redundancies as a commercial mechanism, globalization, doctrines promoting small government, etc., can be found to be all interrelated under the same dark ideological shadow of neo-liberalism? (74)

Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy

Through Engaging its Malcontents

And Promoting its Progressive Proponents
4.    Second Treatment: Particular Analyses


Neo-liberalism is expressed through an array of particular, distinctively characteristic types of behaviour; e.g., an insistence on and privileging of… de-regulation; globalization; privatization; small government; tax minimization; diminished compliance (through poor oversight over the monitoring and enforcement of legally framed requirements; e.g., in minimum work conditions, etc.); workforce fission and/or fusion (i.e., redundancies, etc., and, unregulated takeovers, etc.); anti-unionism; economic pragmatism (at the expense of balanced de-ontological considerations); the unfounded belief that the market knows best, alone, can best deliver what the markets need, etc. (75)


However, we cannot define neo-liberally oriented practice and policy settings from the mere presence of such distinctive features. Instead, we must note, rather, the degree and manner this ideological mindset wishes to pursue such policy objectives that fall within the above patterns of behavior, etc. Businesses have a long history of takeovers, being split, invoking redundancies, etc. However, companies, e.g., have traditionally utilized a concerted set of redundancies during periods of economic decline and/or associated or non-associated periods of reduced profitability, etc. The short-term vehemence of how profitable a bottom line should appear, and the reiterated use of redundancies, efficiency dividends and the like, I believe, is a relatively new phenomenon? (76)


Assuming the unitary nature of this phenomenon, in the ideological dissemination of neo-liberal philosophies, what right have we to assume, first, that neo-liberal ideology is unitary, phenomenologically, and, second, that its particular associated forms of behavior are linked to other bon fides forms of neo-liberal particularity? But, the answer to any one of these two questions should be able to answer the other. E.g., given a unitary phenomenon then it follows that its particular representations must be all interlinked in such a manner that we can migrate or transition from one particularity to some other (assuming that they are both essentially representative and effectively integrated within the unitary nature of this phenomenon). Therefore, theoretically or hypothetically, we should be able to formulate transformation rules that would allow us to transition from one particularity to some other assuming that their basis resides within the same integrated set of phenomenological structural-functions that do actually underlie those particular states in question. However, as a counter-objection, it could also be argued that as this entire world as lived is also one unitary-like phenomenon, namely, this ‘one’ world as lived, we could ultimately link any one phenomenon with any other phenomenon. However, this objection, despite being sustained, can be circumvented to the extent phenomenological proximity is the standard rule against which such transformations rules can be measured given that it would be the case that the articulation of relatively simple transformational processes, with relatively greater degrees of valuational formation as output over the relative non-richness of input, would indicate such proximity and unitary-like inclusivity if it were the case that those particular aspects were constituted by that same phenomenon.
 What are the important ramifications of this phenomenological insight? If we are to assume that neo-liberal ideological expression has a number of particular facets then we should be able to argue how we get to any of one or these particularities to any other with a certain degree of economy (assuming, again, the unitary nature of this same ideological phenomenon). Then, further, the flowing on from the ramifications of such transformational demonstrations should be the proffering of more detailed insights as to how this ideological phenomenon operates on a deeper level of analytical expression through a deeper appreciation of its particular facets or particularities.
 (77)

To demonstrate this point let me briefly analyze in what manner certain key facets can be found interconnected (in phenomenological reality). To this end let me examine the dynamics of globalization vis-à-vis the over iterated fusion and/or fission of company practices (i.e., the over-iterated formation of monopolization through company takeovers in a particular contrast with sequential and/or simultaneous waves of planned redundancies). (78)


Monopolies take a number of forms, e.g., digital and/or non-digital; e.g., a company like Apple or Google, and, a power utility or a near retail monopoly (at least in some suburbs) like Woolworths in Australia (or near duopoly when compared with Coles). Given the rate of technological change, monopolies can be dethroned either through obsolescence and non-sufficient innovation, etc., and/or mere usurpation by a more successful company or companies. Monopolies can also be within a nation or straddle nations. A monopoly can be defined by apparent market share and/or the degree that business can actually sets prices, etc. In a neo-liberal environment, through an absence or minimization of regulation, and/or weak monitoring and enforcement of compliance, monopolies traditionally have a better chance of forming and taking a greater degree of market share. (79)


Monopolies either form through enlargement and/or takeovers and/or through the relative removal of competition. Hence fusion through takeovers. And, enlargement by internal and external means; e.g., increased profitability or making better value through the seizing of better prospects in terms of markets, etc. (80)


In the context of a share market, the relative state of recent competition is comparatively registered through company profits, expected future profits, earnings per share, dividends declared, share buy backs, bonuses, etc. Then, relative to other companies, increased value can be seen through envisaged or realized processes of fusion, fission, engineered economies, and luck, etc. So, the perceived potential value and the actual recognized value of a company need not be in alignment. Relative non-alignment could imply opportunities to merge, de-merge, be taken over or to takeover another company that may or may not be in a similar line of business. Vertical integration ensuing a total control over manufacture over a certain range of product and/or the delivery of a service or certain set of services with a similar range, etc. At the end of the day, the so-called bottom line is a key indicator of where the company is heading with respect to both itself and other companies. The continuing trend for a relatively weak return on shareholder funds could be interpreted as a sign of either the increased possibility of being taken over and/or the increased possibility of the failure of that company in the market place; and conversely, in the relative improvement of the bottom line, etc. Obviously, the market place has a rather Darwinian complexion (unless companies agree among themselves, or are told, for whatever reason, to preserve the status quo within their sector overall of the economy). (81)


Interpretations and predictions of the (relatively ‘mythical’) bottom line
 can also be utilized in managerial decisions to entertain and inaugurate the fission of staff and/or plant or services, etc., i.e., e.g., redundancies, closure of plant and/or the reduction in the range and extent of product and/or service delivery, etc. (82)


As noted, neo-liberally inspired redundancies, through their relatively excess re-iteration, are often the product of a short-termism, or, a rather narrow vision for future profitability, or, diminished valuational formation through relative non-innovation, economies of scale, forms of cost-cutting, etc., etc. A more thorough, broad spectrum, cost-benefit analysis should reveal, I suspect more often than not, both their ideological and economic bankruptcy in productive valuational formation both in and beyond the commercial sphere of operation. (83)


That at the end of the day, political-economic decision making can either take an elitist form of management or management through representation of a certain electorate. Such decision making as a political-economic process effects the development of commercial businesses, organizations, political parties and nations, etc. In the commercial world, therefore, decisions that affect the relative value of the bottom line will be invoked for executing patterns of fusion, fission, etc. In a similar manner decisions concerning the direction of globalization from the perspective of a business or a similar set of business will also be enacted on the basis that a profitable difference is envisaged between the original country and the country where that business will translocate some or all of its business or businesses. (84)


So, we can see that considerations of the ‘bottom line’ can be invoked to interpret and understand shifts in management be they enacted in a direction towards fusion and/or fission and/or globalization. Hence the establishment of a commonality between these particularities (and sub-particularities). We can also argue that reduced levels of regulation can also promote these processes of globalization, fusion, fission, etc., through offering a field of less resistance to such translocations, transitions, transformations, etc. However, a reduction in relative regulation does not imply that increased levels of benefit will necessarily flow between countries or within or across those businesses or nations. E.g., a company could become more profitable merely through reducing its effective level/s of taxation by utilizing various stratagems in taxation minimization, etc. (85)


Neo-liberal policy makers seem to side, more often than not, with companies that seek to reduce the relative levels of taxation, this approach being automatically seen as a benefit for all parties concerned, both commercial and political. Such an ideologically driven article of faith is rarely observed if ever. Trickle-down economics (or horse and sparrow economics
) have very little if any evidence that such a manoeuvre in taxation works to increase profitability (except in those situations when taxation is relatively too high to begin with
). As it is, in both the US and Australia tax minimization is observed in a considerable number of companies (say, between one quarter and one third, or thereabouts, which, on a yearly basis, just do not pay their tax). Given the advantage of such massive reductions in taxation, obviously for many companies where no payable taxation is declared at all, then we must ask in what manner did such companies profit well above and beyond normal expectations, given such largesse, in accordance with this theoretical claim for a trickling down of benefits. Or, beside the payment of the wages of its workers and product suppliers, etc., in what manner did society generally benefit well above and beyond the mere commercial (actual) value or (potential) valuation of such conventional transactions? From where, in the neo-liberal world of ideological concepts and philosophy, does this trickle-down concept originate? Does it originate, perhaps, from this idea of the bottom line to the extent that whatever favours that business will automatically favour that nation in which that business is located? Or, is it an unreasonable extrapolation born in the idea that when taxation is at a high level it would stand to reason that lowering the same could be more profitable overall (perceiving ‘high’ as relative to that charged and declared by other similar entities?). However, we have no reason to believe that this is a linear equation (between 100% and 0%). Moreover, given governments need funds to run their programs, etc., it follows that dropping taxation to levels that are too low may well disrupt that process of governance in some form or other. Rendering such government as either a dysfunctional state of affairs and/or eventually subjecting them to some disruptive form of transformation through the terrible discontinuities of rebellions and revolutions … (86)


In neo-liberal ideology where might this idea of the perfect market have its possible origination? ‘Perfect’ in either the perfected matching of information and demand with the best delivery of that product or service desired in and through such expressions of that demand, or, just meeting all forms of demand in the most expedient manner. However, even though it is nice to rearrange reality in such a manner that it does not get in the way of an excellent theory it just so happens, however, that markets are not perfect; witness the Global Financial Crisis a.k.a. the Great Recession, and, the fact that the government in Australia had to intervene in order to oversee the spread of the NBN (National Broadband Network) to more than 90% of Australia when commercial enterprises would merely have cherry picked the most profitable routes and provided that degree of ‘service’ only. (87)


To conclude this section let me note this possibility that the unitary nature of a phenomenon would imply that bona fides particularities associated with the same, theoretically or hypothetically, could all be interconnected through transformational rules (of interpretation and transposition) that would allow us to migrate or transition between the same, and, in the process, proffer deeper levels of detail and insight into that phenomenon in question. In this regard, I have argued that particular features of neo-liberal thought, that truly represent neo-liberal ideological reality, can be meaningfully interrelated. (88)

Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy

Through Engaging its Malcontents

And Promoting its Progressive Proponents
Being a General Disquisition on Happiness

Inset with Particular Biographical Commentaries

On Specific Anonymous Co-Authored Micro-Autobiographies

5.    Third Treatment: Specific Examinations: Putting Flesh on Facts:


There is no better way to find out how the relentless imposition of neo-liberal policy settings eventually distorts the political-economic landscape than to see its imprint upon the lives of those who ‘suffer’ forms of discontentment stemming from the adversity of its near inescapable influences.
 Hence the primary raison d’être of this chapter-section is to highlight such political-economic disgruntlement. I also want to explore the direct and indirect role happiness plays in the performance and experience of an existentially oriented approach to work, love and play.
 In this regard, I will be looking more at the psychological aspects of the workplace assuming that a mood established there will also spill over into those times we get left to explore these other dimensions entailed in our acts of ‘love and play’, and v.v. These three dimensions being seen to specifically define an overall, general personalization of our particular humanity. (89)


This section has three overt levels of exposition, and, one covert level (namely, footnotes where, as promised, hopefully, much of the philosophical examination of the issues in question will be worked through in finer detail). Those overt levels are, first, a disquisition on the nature of happiness; second, the contrasting insertion of short autobiographical nuclei, commissioned or articulated by myself, and, their short biographical commentaries constructed by myself on this series of twelve potted autobiographies written to highlight or indicate certain instances of unhappiness that are were generated in the political-economy through the imposition of non-existentially oriented neo-liberal policy practices (along with often closely allied associations that are found to accompany such forms of disgruntlement and discontentment, i.e., malcontentment
). (90)


In effect, in working through a number of philosophical problems on the nature of happiness and the role the existential does and does not play in promoting the same, these potted autobiographies and biographical observations will highlight the points being made in my disquisition on the nature of happiness in and through their very apposition and contrast with such ideas. Recognition and acceptance of the validity of the point/s of such biographical-autobiographical insertions will then be realized through an experience of that simulated contrast if and when that contrast is seen to re-affirm its interpretation as presented. Much like the ‘pointed’ humour of a joke, but, here, nothing to joke about in this context. The apparent ‘point’ of humour being set up to be both (insightfully) seen and felt.
 The butt of such humour being either the person telling the joke (in an act of self-deprecation), the audience of that joke and/or a third party or organization. The overall ‘point’ of this series of anecdotes unashamedly being used to highlight the direct and/or indirect neo-liberal causes behind much of this illustrated adversity. By such means doing as I promised, namely, putting flesh on facts. Out-flowing from this consolidation of insight I am also attempting to ‘put motion back into emotion’ in the hope that we will be better motivated to finds ways to subvert this neo-liberal paradigm, albeit from the perspective of our own situatedness and in accordance with our own strengths to change things or proffer resistance and resilience. The current way our democratic societies are ‘seeing things’ sanctions a wide-spread major discourse whose consequences are rapidly eating away at the hard-won democratic ‘freedoms’ that constitute the engaged complexion of our political-economies. Embraced by such an ideology, we now find ourselves blindly gripped in its claws and must, therein, suffer the courses of actions enacted on its behalf when, more often than not, those decisions are primarily enacted in such a manner so as to benefit the prime instigators of such policies, namely, that one percent of this one percent who stand to gain to the greatest degree from such economies, enhanced profitabilities, redirected transfers in capital, efficiency dividends, and the like, etc.
 (91)


I will start this disquisition with an observation made by the (Online) Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy where it states that the literature on the topic of ‘happiness’ is divided between a (descriptive) psychological literature dealing with mental states, and, a literature dealing with descriptions and prescriptions of how to live the good life. The latter being seen as a realm where value judgments are exercised and where it uses the expression ‘happiness’ as synonymous with ‘well-being’ or ‘flourishing’. This article informs us that these two senses of ‘happiness’ in these two types of literatures should not be confused. However, I would like to immediately ague that these two senses are more like the two sides of the same coin, and, that a careful integration of both could well be more informative; especially in the context of this disquisition. (92)


A similar distinction can be found in the use of the word ‘intention’ meaning either the intentional object(ive), or, the motivational desire to secure that intentional objective (motive). A thorough (transcendental) phenomenological approach to intentionality, and its motivation, must integrate both orientations. We could treat ‘intention’, in this first sense, as the content or product to be achieved in the enaction of that ‘intention’, as meant in its second motivational sense. Similarly, the psychological state of happiness can be treated as the content or product of a process, which read as a context, then allows us to appreciate the pre-conditions, processes, consequences, etc. Moreover, it would also allow us to appreciate the kind of happiness in question given that this expression can be used as an umbrella term to include a spectrum or spectrums of psychological states ranging from equanimity, peacefulness, contentment, etc., and all the way through to joyfulness, elation and ecstasy, etc. (93)

To elements of nature and nurture, or, genetics and environment, in a more comprehensive understanding of ‘happiness’ we can also add an element of luck, serendipity, etc. The archaic root to this word happiness, ‘hap’, is also found in the words ‘happen’, ‘happenstance’, and is also suggestive of an element of ‘chance, luck, chance occurrence’, etc. Just as good luck could add to a state of happiness (and some might also argue that happiness is more attractive of good luck) then, so, too, bad luck might also detract from our being happy. Although we lead our lives, more often than not, in conformity to particular habits, still, specific occurrences can positively, neutrally and/or negatively perturb the courses of our lives in such a manner so as to either promote the presence or absence of a general happiness. However, on the other hand, as a general observation, we can also note that people are usually more happy than sad unless genetics or the environment undermines the natural settings of this apparent default. The noting of this observation now allows me to introduce a more systematic approach to these two literatures on this topic by proposing the mediation of a harmonic theory of resolution. Let me explain. (94)


In a harmonic theory of resolution, I have proposed a three-staged dialectical progression of ‘consonant field, dissonant focus and harmonic interaction’ between the former through an ongoing process of resolution. Now, I have argued elsewhere that a process of ongoing resolution establishes the ongoing existence of that relationship. However, in contrast, perfect resolution results in the absolute death of that relationship in the current progression of phenomenological experience. Pay your plumber and the relationship with your plumber is ended, hopefully, to the satisfaction of both parties.
 In the same manner, complete resolution ends the lived-currency of that relationship in question. We can also observe that just as perfect resolution ends a relationship inadequate levels of resolution do not generate an established relationship. I.e., that we need an ongoing balance between too much resolution and not enough resolution. Similarly, too much consonance produces a relationship that never gets started, whereas, in contrast too much dissonance is a recipe for relational disaster through the more probable destruction of that relationship.
 As I also argue that these three dialectical moments are also correlatively defined it would follow that too much consonance could also be read as too little dissonance, and v.v. That, in effect, a healthy relationship is only engendered when there is a healthy balance between these three moments. A conclusion in sympathy with Aristotle’s dictum that a good life is a well-balanced life that avoids a preference for extremes. For this philosopher, happiness depends on ourselves, depends upon a cultivation of virtue where we seek the mean through a balance that avoids extremes. As a process, it is an activity with a goal rather than a mere state of mind and hence this author’s predilection for a literature on this topic more interested in the life well-lived. Indeed, he argues that the central purpose of life is happiness conceived of as a ‘flourishing’ (eudaimonia). However, it is also my intention to observe a balance between ‘happiness as a pleasant and positive state of mind’ and its ‘realization through a life well-lived’ in a social context that allows ‘us’ to achieve such a non-extreme form of contentment, etc. That by ‘us’ we must note an important ingredient in this overall recipe for happiness is the inescapable fact that a relatively happy social context is also very important for this realization of ‘our’ happiness. In a world that often experiences war, poverty, disease and cultural oppression, the possibilities for the existence of happiness are severely diminished under such adverse circumstances. Although we can and do take a pride and happiness in the realization of our everyday objectives, however minor, even in times of duress, still, our ability to realize the goals entailed in such projects and programs is impinged upon when subjected to such misfortunes as our exposure to major or minor conflicts in our work, unresolved disagreements with those with whom we love, and, in impediments in the course of play should such an option be still open to us in times of adversity… or non-adversity… (95)


In taking a complex intentional perspective let us assume that a happy state of mind is the result of mental processes that have induced this pleasant state of pleasurable contentment. That the realization of our intentional objectives, through the imposition of positive states and/or the removal of negative states, contributes to this psychological state of affairs especially if the objective achieved and framed through such motivation is not perceived in and of itself as destructive of this state of happy contentment. E.g., two lovers may enter into sexual congress and enjoy the contentment arrived at through the realization of such an interaction. In contrast, if one or both of those lovers feels an intense guilt in the course of their sexual interactions then the commission of that act of congress will not be experienced by one or both parties with that same level of contentment (even though, ostensively, the same activity is involved in this same type of realized activity). So, it is important to observe this distinction between what is realized and the manner as to how that realization was progressively realized, and, that both aspects work together to promote this ongoing, overall ‘state of happiness’. In many ways, we can recognize happiness when we feel it and/or see it, but, to define it is a lot more difficult given the complexity of its overall constitution as experienced in daily life. So, in this regard we could supply an open-ended list of descriptions that appear to implicate this phenomenon of happiness be that from contentment to finding relief, or, from the experience of a certain pleasure to the experiencing the adequate or successful removal of a non-pleasurable state, from a lack of anxiety to finding a degree of elation, from ecstasy to a witnessing a minor degree of expressed jovialness, from a rapt enjoyment in the absorbing creativity of play to the pleasure seen in the interest found in a momentary diversion, etc., etc. (96)


Now, what is happiness? Or, what is not happiness? This contrast between a positive definition and a negative definition of happiness is the crux of this chapter or section of this extended essay. It divides the disquisition from my biographical commentaries on these autobiographical nuclei! This disquisition, itself, attempting to both systematically unify this topic, and also points out the more prominent, iterated complexity of its theoretical detail. So, e.g., the effective resolution of relative dissonance is what unifies this field of examination, whilst, at the same time, looking at the enaction of those instances of certain types of activity that appear to promote an overall state of happiness will also be made an object of study (to varying degrees of focus). (97)


Given my natural reluctance to define happiness per se let us just assume that everyone has a pretty good idea of what is entailed if such a comprehensive definition were to be thematized, if that were possible, and move on instead to a consideration of what better promotes this desired state of being in the world with others. Often overlooked is the inescapable fact that in this world there is very little we can do purely in and through our own semblance of being a person in this world. We can breathe, but, if we desire to eat we must find food grown and/or prepared for us. You want to eat on a plate and that plate has most likely been made for you. Or, if you were to eat on a plate you made then the material constitution of that plate was most likely not pre-organized by yourself. Neo-liberalism does not properly observe this inescapable and intimate relationship we have with others. We are all ‘leaners’ in this regard.
 So, in effect, the induction of a state of happiness may seem to be orchestrated by that person themselves, in truth, in reality, it is a cooperative affair whose coursing is often complemented or supplemented with a certain element of luck. In skirting a definition of this phenomenological domain of happiness, such necessary features will be made evident as we proceed with the non-systematic thematization of this disquisition. (98)

i: Recognition


In a recent book by Dan Ariely
 he notes that bonuses, e.g., can be disincentives in the workplace when they are no longer given. In a series of sociological experiments, he notes that workers inspired by a bonus in some form or other may improve their productivity in the short term
, but, when that bonus is withdrawn, efforts are more likely to fall below the apparent level of productivity being set by a control group. In effect, in the perceived absence of that bonus, the apparent withdrawal of that bonus acts as a relative disincentive. On the other hand, if the boss were to appear to (genuinely
) praise their workers, say by text message or by email or in person, then productivity is actually boosted. Moreover, in the apparent absence of a reiteration of such praise, levels of productivity are generally less likely to decay in a manner resembling the non-reiterated giving or explicit withdrawal of a bonus. Obviously, such recognition, in the form of praise, is a very cost-effective mode for enhancing productivity both in the short term and in the medium term given that the boss needs only expend some time and energy, and thoughtfulness, in positively recognizing, through praise, the conscientious efforts of their staff. (99)


What is one of the implications that might be drawn from such research? That to be recognized is a positive for the person being recognized, can promote a greater degree of happiness or at least possibly diminish negative perceptions and/or negative self-perceptions, and, that could contribute to our being more productive (in that area associated with such recognition). (100)

i.a: Recognition: Autobiographical Sketch: Aaron


In an obvious contrast let us read the following autobiographical sketch. (101)


The nom de plume I have chosen is Aaron.
 I am in my early 20’s. I am a casual worker in retail doing only five hours of work on a variable number of days per week. I would like to work longer hours but have not yet been able to find a job offering full-time employment. One of my duties is to unload pallets of boxed merchandise. We usually manage to unload five a shift. In the course of our work we were give a free bottle of mineral water, which the company also sells. However, our new boss gave each one of us a water bottle at Xmas with the instructions that there would be no more complementary water and that we were to fill these water bottles before we came to work or when we got to work. He also expects us to unpack more pallets each night and through joining in showed us that we could unload twice as many pallets a shift if we were to work flat out. This same boss was also annoyed that we were given one ten-minute rest break which is required by law since we are paid to work for more than four hours. He has threatened to pay us for only three hours and fifty-nine minutes and by such a stratagem get around this legal requirement for such a break. He has not yet put this threat into action which I believe is obviously illegal given that we were hired to work longer than four hours, etc. As you can imagine the staff here are not in happy mode with the over zealous supervision exercised by this minor company tyrant especially in the light of the fact that our wages are not great and merely comply with the minimum wage that we should be paid. Our boss has already slipped up recently and we think he is trying to get back into the good graces of those higher in management in the light of the expensive mistakes he engineered earlier in the year. I am sure it would only take one serious injury to derail this boss from hell who has not shown any real care and concern for his staff and who only seems to be interested in painting his CV in a more profitable light. Thankfully, his hair-brain scheme was ruled totally out of court when someone informed management about this threatened loss of conditions. (102)

i.b: Recognition: Brief Biographical Commentary:


Aaron impressed me as a person who has a very fair sense of his own worth and as to what is right and what is wrong. He has a very good attitude towards life and the recounting of his grievances towards his place of employment seemed perfectly justified. I am horrified that his boss would even think such thoughts let alone express them to his staff. His implicit and explicit criticisms of them were entirely negative, unreasonable and seemed totally uncaring. The Xmas ‘present’ of water bottles may make good sense on paper, but, sent as a series of messages that would have been counter-productive. Did such extra productivity mean a need to hire less people? As it is, these people work on a casual basis. Should accidents occur in the course of such ‘enhanced productivity’ at what cost is that to this business? Or, to the workers themselves? Given that this business should and does pride itself on good customer care, if the work force is disgruntled through a lack of real recognition, a lack of increased recompense for extra labour expended, and, the negation of a good, vibrant and integrated esprit de corps, etc., how might that, in turn, effect sales? Just after hearing this account of this incremental retreat in reasonable working conditions, I recently visited another branch of this chain and saw for my own eyes how staff there, under this different roof, also looked liked they wished they were somewhere else despite signage to the effect that suggested ‘their friendly staff were only too happy to help their customers’. A lack of positive recognition, threats to reduce working conditions, etc., is not the route management should adopt to promote a happy workforce. A happy workforce must inevitably mean happy customers… if not, perhaps, even happier customers. The shortsighted tendency of a neo-liberal approach to save money on paper, more often than not, is counter-productive in the real world.
 We live our lives through cooperating with each other and the realization of better forms of cooperation would produce a better quality and/or quantity in the formation and dissemination of products and services, in terms of an overall productivity, over the long term. Existential considerations are enacted over the long-term even if determined on a moment by moment basis of the seemingly spontaneous. (103)

ii: Simulation of Happiness, Itself, Can Induce Happiness


People do things to find happiness. If you like eating cake… then why not bake one or buy one? If you follow a certain ‘recipe’ you would also expect a certain similar product to result and your expectations would be such that you would expect a similar kind of reaction to ensue even if the intensity of that experience might be found to be either lessened or heightened. Admittedly, this is not always the case. The way things are framed can alter such perceptions. But, if a similar framing is utilized then such reasonable expectation usually does follow in accordance with such a plan. In the enaction of our intentions, we usually simulate what we wish to intend and hope that reality will conform to such expectations. However, the realization of our intentions can only be enacted through the proper invocation of a sequential series of steps whose pathway or parallel pathways are made to effectively conform to the genre rules of its instantiation. In a mere simulation of such a project or program we can mentally speed up the realization of such a simulation albeit without the realization of that project or program in a non-simulated form. Interestingly, the pleasure of such a simulation, should it be present, can contribute to the overall happiness of the person conducting such a visualization. It has been noted, e.g., that a person planning a holiday can find a considerable degree of enjoyment and happiness in the very planning of that activity even if for some reason or other, at a later point in time, they cannot enact that plan in a non-simulated form. The moral of this observation is to note that the mere simulation of an activity that is found to be pleasurable can complement or supplement
 our overall happiness as a consequence of the enaction of such a visualization. Of course, the negative converse will also apply..?
 (104)

ii.a: Simulation: Autobiographical Sketch: Brian

The nom de plume I have chosen is Brian. I am in my early 40’s. I work full time in a company whose primary raison d’être is insurance. I work in our main office in a clerical position. A couple of years ago management decided that they needed to go through a process they euphemistically called ‘realignment’. ‘Decimation’ might be a better expression as they chose to reduce their workforce by ten percent. Voluntarily redundancies were called for and a few people, many about to retire, tendered their interest. This process lasted about three months and was the source of unending gossip as to who might resign, and, as to whom, among these resignations or otherwise, they might or might not render redundant. Many staff, not wanting voluntary redundancy, were fearful that it would be themselves that would be declared redundant. The majority of the staff have families and mortgages, like myself, and had no wish to be cast out as ‘redundant’. Consequently, there was an atmosphere of fearfulness overshadowing our workplace that left everyone, myself included, as quite anxious.
 With the news of other firms going through a similar prospect of realignment, our envisioning a future of reemployment, if we were to be made redundant, did not look very promising which further compounded our individual and collective anxieties. Eventually, in the designated month, at the end of the working week, on the Friday in question, the roll call of redundancies was announced, both voluntary and involuntary in designation. Thankfully, my name was not on that list. How they arrived at its compilation still leaves me bewildered as both competent and incompetent staff were, therein, enrolled? How was this head office to function properly with the loss of such expertise? Now, some months later, we have just found out that our firm has employed a bank executive notorious for downsizing and the same anxieties have started all over again even though nothing, at this point in time, has yet been announced. As you can well imagine the current theme of office gossip is the imminent announcement, yet again, of another drawn out process of so-called realignment… (105)

ii.b: Simulation: Biographical Commentary


I met Brian a few days after being told he was not being ‘realigned’ and my impression was that he looked almost ‘clinically depressed’. In the context of a jovial social setting he was sitting in the corner looking rather glum, if not shell shocked, and was practically silent. It was because he looked so traumatized that I engaged him in conversation. I soon learned about the traumatic situation that had finally unfolded for him that week. For months he, and his fellow workers, were being subjected to this form of neo-liberal torture or terrorism… an unrelenting topic of gossip as people commented on interviews themselves or other staff had undergone, rumours of who had decided to go voluntarily and whether such submissions would be accepted and so on, and so on. How can a workplace function effectively and efficiently if the prime thought on the mind of these staff members was a consideration of the fact as to whether they were going to survive or not survive this imminent roll call and what they might do or not do on being made redundant, etc. Such unrelenting ‘psychic stress’, both other-imposed and self-imposed, without resolution until that roll call was announced, would place most people in a situation where they could be prone to either a post-traumatic stress syndrome or a reactive depression or some other mentally adverse health condition. People have enough stress in their non-working lives to deal with in this modern era without having work compound and complicate such a state of mind.  Imagine having to face the threat and fear of redundancy every day in your workplace for three months.?!  (106)

iii: The ‘Infectious’ Nature of Happiness


In a group of people interacting together if one person were to yawn the probability that a number of other people will also yawn, in near synchronicity, is a possibility well worth betting on. It is an experiment anyone can do and, I am sure, would normally make for a safe bet. (107)


Now, if yawning is ‘infectious’ in what ways are other emotions and moods, ways of thought and habits, etc., also transmittable through imitation; be that wittingly and/or unwittingly enacted (by either the apparent emitter and/or receiver?)? I would like to think that happiness is a state that likewise, to a certain extent, can be transmitted through such perceived simulation and its witting and/or unwitting imitation. That person looks happy and we will usually assume that they are happy. A person in pain might try to hide it with a smile but the perceptive person might not be fooled by such dissimulation? A smiling depressive, e.g., might fool most people but would not fool the more perceptive person if they were to closely observe and monitor the mood and manner of that person in the apparent context of what is said or left unsaid? Or, when we meet someone that strikes us as being happy we might, perhaps, ask ourselves what they might be happy about? Should I ask them, or, will they tell me? I am told and now feel a simulated happiness for them; even if other negative feelings in reaction might also get in the way, e.g., like admiration, or a self-feeling of unluckiness, or jealousy or envy, etc. That such reactions might be provoked must prove the point that their ‘happiness’ is also recognized both cognitively and affectively (otherwise what would motivate the apparent intensity of such a reactive reaction be it retreated in a positive manner and/or negatively?). What could block such emotive interaction and reaction, for a certain party, might be the presence of a deep endogenous or psychotic depression where we just cannot cheer up that person even if we were to try very hard in that sympathetic objective. Or, the person might, for whatever reason or reasons, decide to construct a psychic wall where such emotive identification is circumvented or insulated against by such cognitive defenses. A military guard, e.g., at their post, is not expected to smile if you were to rudely place your presence near their person in order to take a selfie of yourself in front of them (if such a modern practice were not discouraged by such military personnel). Intuitively, we know a happy person, in general terms of engagement, could make others happy, or, at least, less unhappy. On the hand, a room full of glum and gloomy people at a funeral, grieving for the deceased, are not going to have their moods lifted by one out of place, smiling person seemingly oblivious to the solemn nature of this type of occurrence. Suffice to say, on balance, that through seeing a happy person or a group of happy persons others might also be inspired to feel either some additional degree of happiness or a lessening of their current unhappiness. Unfortunately, perhaps, the opposite is more like to be the case? Unhappy people may well make us anxious, or more anxious, and set a similar negative tone for the manner of our ensuing interactions with them. Then, in the light of an acceptance of this contrast in mood or affect, let us ask if a team of closely interacting people are more productive, more successfully interactive with each other, in a happy environment? Or, in an environment characterized by an unrelenting, perpetual state of high anxiety and where an unremitting negativity permeates the entire course of all interactions entered into therein? “People, place your bets.” I know on which team I would put my money; at least place a small bet. Even if a fear of failure to keep your employment, in the short term, might motivate an intensive attention to the delivery of an expected production or service, over time, the former attitudes and environment, I am sure, would be more productive and have a qualitatively better form of delivery. Would I be right to think this way? In this regard, we might briefly note, that the resolution of dissonance is much more likely to be experienced as a form of relief, happiness, contentment, etc. Conversely, to experience discontentment, unease, an unresolved form of tension, etc., we are more likely than not to experience some form of ensuing unhappiness or dissatisfaction, etc. Such negative emotions and moods, eventually, undermines constructive motivation, and, can lead to the promotion of relatively less production, defective forms of production, non-productive and/or destructive forms of intentional delivery. An unpleasant workplace can also contribute and/or exacerbate physical and mental health problems, contribute to increased levels in the taking of sick leave, find itself reflected in elevated absenteeism and high levels of staff turnover… all of which are an additional costs to be borne by that type of organization that performs in such a relatively non-existential orientation. (108)

iii.a: The ‘Infectious’ Nature of Happiness: Autobiographical Sketch: Collin

The nom de plume I have chosen is Collin. I am in my late 50’s. I work in a department in the civil service seemingly threatened by the ever-present threat of an ongoing series of pronouncements of impending redundancies. Even in those short periods of time after the dissemination of that current list of those people who have voluntarily accepted redundancy or non-voluntarily been given such redundancy the non-denied threat of further redundancies continues. I am in middle management and know that this type of position is continually under such review. I would like to work a few more years in order to obtain a better retirement. My mortgage has been recently discharged but the taking up of a pension, out of my superannuation as it currently stands, would mean a considerable drop in my standard of living. I would prefer to retire in about five years time, rather than now or sometime in the next few years. I am very aware that my prospects for re-employment are now practically nil despite years of experience and having achieved an impressive list of qualifications. These days, endless unproductive rounds of interviews are not something I would wish to waste my time on yet again. From experience, I have learnt that despite the requisite qualifications and apposite work experience there seem to be less positions available, more paper work, and the unfolding of a process that just seems to take longer to both navigate and negotiate, often without a glimmer of success despite attending second and third interviews, having a very detailed and up-to-date CV, etc., that would clearly outline why I would be well-qualified for the positions being applied for. Regrettably, age discrimination plays a role in such a selection process and, sad to say, that such discrimination is even more pronounced with female applicants and those from those ethnicities being currently traduced by populist politicians, etc. The conditions of the market place, both public and private, has also been progressively undermined by the rewriting of new job descriptions and having lower skill levels subsume the responsibilities of traditionally higher levels in skill and recompense. In the same working space, effectively, we can have different people doing the same kind of work with a similar level in real skill and responsibility, yet, getting paid quite differently. So much for Australian fairness, or, ‘equal pay for equal work’! If such inequality exists, even between males, then how are women ever going to find full wage equality in such an avariciously motivated, penny-pinching, neo-liberally inspired work environment? I am sure, also, the ongoing emasculation of the union movement is not helping to either preserve or redress this type of situation. I belong to a union but fear it is helpless in preventing another wave of redundancies whilst expecting, at the same time, that this demoralized branch of government can actually carry out all the functions both government and the public expect to be appropriately enacted through its political agency. No doubt soon, under some crisis, the government will have to suddenly hire a tranche of new workers, mind you at much reduced rates of pay, to do what would have been traditionally non-problematic in the first place. In the process, hiring ex-staff, as expensive consultants, to organize this start-up assuming such areas are not already expensively privatized or inexpertly robotized… (109)

iii.b: The ‘Infectious’ Nature of Happiness: Brief Biographical Commentary


The quest for down sizing is not without some value as organizations, like their human servants, have a pronounced tendency to proliferate in all manner of modes of behaviour. On the other hand, the ideologically driven mantras of downsizing and outsourcing, over the long term, more often have a real so-called ‘efficiency dividend’ that, correctly, in a wider sphere of accountability, would be seen as negative. Who in their right mind would declare that the mere privatization of a service would automatically be cheaper for the public, especially over the long term, when companies are predicated on the four conditions of creating value, preserving value, conserving value through its amplification, i.e., profit, and, making such (meta-conservational) valuational formation even more profitable year in and year out? I have known my friend Brian for a long period of time and it hurts to hear how his work place is forever obsessed with making an ever-increasing number of staff redundant in spite of its obvious and well-publicized continuing failure to deliver and achieve the level of service the Australian people would wish to find from this specific branch of the civil service. The financial pages are forever decrying its failings in a lengthening litany of faults. In such a soul-destroying work-environment I am amazed that any level of productive work is ever realized if it were not for the fact, as noted as an observation by this same friend, that even though many of the staff are indeed both hardworking and work within the loyalty of a work ethic, sadly lacking in upper management, still, much of the work is delivered from the sweat of a few key staff members who alone seem to know what is to be done and how to execute such projects and programs. In addition to such service, many workers feel an obligation to work later and even to work on Saturdays lest their absences be seen as a signal that such workers were less committed to this organization (despite this fact, stated again, that this organization shows very little, if any, real commitment towards its own staff). An unhappy workplace cannot be as productive as a workplace that is happy… even if such staff are psychologically forced, if only through peer group pressures, threats of redundancies to work longer hours than their salaries would notionally call for..?
 (110)


Under such persistent, additional pressures the workers must toil expending, obviously, less of their psychic intentional energy on the real tasks to hand. How can management be so blind or psychopathic to inflict such unnecessary turmoil on the workplace? Indeed, repeat and proliferate the same counter-productive patterns of misguided, managerial practice across the entire spectrum of the contemporary political-economy? Just what is this ideology that so blindly runs this ‘criminal’ type of misbehaviour? Neo-liberalism! Surely, such behaviour, in effect, is criminal. E.g., if the parents were to run a family along such lines then they should be called out as committing child abuse. Occasionally, a carefully run business might have to resort to some form of downsizing, but, it could be done quickly and compassionately; extending thoughtful and meaningful assistance in this process of severance. In neo-liberally inspired downsizing we get an ideologically driven pattern of behaviour whose true purposes are often concealed in forms of obscuration that attempt to rebadge such a defective and unethical pattern of behaviour behind a façade of respectable reasonableness. So, we get, e.g., so-called efficiency dividends, realignments, rightsizing, re-purposing of the workforce, etc., etc. Needless to say, I am hopeful that this is understood, if only intuitively, that such inhumane, non-existentially oriented behaviour is eventually counter-productive over the longer term if not over the short-term as well. How can there be true loyalty in a group if such loyalty is not mutually extended, on the behalf of that group, towards its own membership? (111)

iv: Invoking the Pro-Creative Nature of Happiness

I would like to invoke the argument that a harmonious environment is more productive be that environment centered in a commercial realm, a familial setting, an educational setting, a political party, etc. Now, some might argue that there is a more powerful counter-argument that in times of internal stress or external strife we, as human beings, rise to the challenge and better expedite our objectives by turning such adversity into a source of great profit, a better marshalling of our resources, finding innovations that successfully meet and overcome those challenges. The apparent power of such an argument I do not dispute, but, instead wish to supply the observation that a harmonious environment lays a better foundation over the longer term for the successful realizations of our projects and programs. That the prospect of a minor or major life-world is better enriched through the ongoing resolution of stress and strife within that life-world in order for the disciplinarians within that mode-of-life to advance the thematization and realization of those projects and programs. Imagine a university student studying in a home where the parents continually fought, where drugs were continually sold under the same roof with endless disputes over price and quality, where neighbours continually played loud music and so on. A brilliant student
 might still rise to the challenge but how much easier it would be for them if the home environment was more conducive to their pursuing their studies. A less brilliant student might not be able to advance their professional aspirations. Then multiply this scenario across the suburb, across an entire city and you see the strength of this (counter-counter) argument. On more a priori grounds we could also envisage a generic type of situation where so much negativity was involved that little psychic energy would be left to pursue positive goals and realize the positivity of their aspirations. As I have already implicitly suggested, a workplace seething with anxiety, discontent, resentment, unresolved ongoing stress and strife, etc., is most unlikely to function in a manner in keeping with this negative characterization. And what applies to the workplace would also apply to the home, the halls of education, the political arena, etc. However, there is a third argument that revolves around cooperative harmony. By ourselves we can do very little except breath, chew something in our mouths and walk about. Only through interacting with others can we negotiate and realize private ambitions and/or social aspirations through processes of arbitration where certain imperatives, both personal and interpersonal, are progressively accommodated through suitable processes of resolution. When I am hungry I either buy food in a store or from a stall or go to a restaurant or similar. Either way food is bought; be it not prepared or prepared for immediate consumption. If I were bereft of funds and hungry I would hope some compassionate person or institution might give me some food. Or, I might steal something to eat. But, still, it is through the auspices of others that these opportunities can be found to present themselves. Even if I were to steal a loaf of bread that bread was already baked by someone else. Our dependence upon others accepted, then, it is enough to argue that a more harmonious environment better facilitates and expedites the formation of those projects and programs supported by others, that support others, indeed all others… and in a more productive manner and so on. This basic understanding granted, then why is that so-called managers are so eager to destroy the harmonious interactions of the workplace, the marketplace, the home environment, the curren*t concord already in place between friends and between nations, etc?
 Without this necessary precondition of interpersonal cooperation, through processes of co-operation and/or co-option, neither ambitions nor aspirations could be expedited. Such expedition revolves around an arbitration of the imperatives we find that need to be addressed both within and between the coursing of our private ambitions and our public aspirations. (112)


In essence, then, happiness is a goal that should be sought in our interactions with others, and, that in turn, it is something that can be promoted in and through a harmonization of our interactions with others. Exactly, no more and no less? That through an ongoing harmonious resolution of both the stress found within our overall sense of self and the strife we experience in our relations with others are we then able to find, through emergence from the promotion of our projects and programs, an augmented sense of happiness given this necessary prior communion with others. Indeed, through a relatively harmonious process of interaction with some semblance of an ‘other’… that is and should never be treated as an absolute ‘other’… do we find the rising of happiness as an emergent product of such interaction. A pro-creative sense of happiness that emerges from our relations with others but which, equally, cannot be reduced to others given its emergent origins and nature. ‘Pro-creative’ in the sense of arising from our current relatedness without being reduced to that sense of situatedness in which that happiness is more intimately associated. From the satisfaction of our basic needs, through the direct and/or indirect cooperation of others… and, thereafter, just relaxing… to the satisfaction of realizing our projects and programs… to finding a harmony in the prospects of our minor and major life-worlds that constitute our world as lived… thence the pro-creative nature of happiness. (113)

iv.a: Creative Happiness: ‘Autobiographical’ Sketch: Tweedledee & Tweedledum
The nom de plumes I have assigned to two people working in Canberra, whose tale of woe has been recounted to me, and with whom I currently have no direct contact, is the proverbial pair of Tweedledee and Tweedledum. These two individuals have worked together over many years with the former mentoring the latter. Tweedledee is in his late 50’s and Tweedledum is in his early 40’s. They have both worked in a variety of government departments at the same time. Recently they were working in an area dealing with certain forms of compliance, sometimes under dangerous circumstances, but more in a clerical capacity. The former is the boss of the latter. Now, this boss was getting a salary of approximately $90,000 a year while the latter was getting a salary of approximately $60,000. Under a Coalition government’s drive to reduce the size of the civil service both positions were declared as no longer extant. A redundancy package was offered to both parties. However, as both parties had family commitments, mortgages, etc., and little prospect of work outside this realm of the civil service, and, were offered new positions ostensibly with new job descriptions, they both decided that they had little choice but to accept these new positions. Again, Tweedledee takes on a minor management position and has on his staff, once again, his friend Tweedledum. However, in their ‘new’ positions the former is now paid $70,000 and the latter is now paid $50,000. Both parties told me that the nature of their work was little changed from their former duties, namely, overseeing processes of compliance, writing reports, attending meetings, etc. Someone, in higher management within the civil service, or, outside the civil service, will be able to claim that even though they have not, in this instance, reduced the actual number of civil servants at least they have made an efficiency saving of approximately $30,000 a year. Needless to say, both employees feel an intense resentment towards their branch in the civil service, the union’s inability to rectify such a blatant degradation of conditions, and, the government of the day for instituting such a form of wage leveling more characteristic of the era of the Depression. I remember well being told similar tales of such hardship as recounted, e.g., by my parents.  Both my mother and father told me that in the post-Depression environment, with high chronic unemployment, no workers would dare criticize their bosses for fear of being replaced by another from the abundant ranks of ‘cheaper’ worker desperate to accept work at almost any cost. That some unscrupulous employers would just fire staff in order to hire others on cheaper rates of pay. Have we learnt nothing from that era? Multiply such instances across the political-economy and it is no wonder that voters fear such neo-liberal, ideologically driven ‘reforms’ and from such fears of deepening dis-equity no longer support parties seemingly beholden, rightly or wrongly, to such neo-liberal ideologies. When parties really ‘listen’ to their electorates and redress and reverse such incremental ‘reforms’ only then will voters feel listened to. Whereas, merely listening to voters, running internal and external polls along with focus groups and merely noting their litany of disquiet and, then, further promoting such deeper causes of disquiet can be no more than a sure recipe for an immanent democratic disaster as inevitable demagogues manipulate such serious concerns to further their own deplorable ends.
 (114)

Obviously, professional politicians are listening to their electorates, given perpetual polling, etc., but, have they truly understood the deeper cause of such malcontentment? In this regard, can they see beyond the dominance of this neo-liberal ideology to re-frame the conversations that need to take place in order to redress the negative ramifications of such mis-equity? (115)

Obviously, a complex process of a broad super-reform needs to be instigated in order to tackle, among other things, donation reform; corruption; ensure a transparent process of lobbying; a more efficient tax system with wealth transfers to reverse inequity, etc; a reversal of neo-liberally motivated policy settings; a new philosophy to re-constitute the social concept of work; a better matching of workers and jobs in a market for employment that is both more fair and more efficient, and, most likely, augmented with an inevitable universal or basic guarantee of income being exercised in some reasonable and meaningful political-economic sense…
 (116)

iv.b: The Pro-Creative Nature of Happiness: Brief Biographical Commentary

When I knew these two parties, and listened to their real grievances; along with the many adverse consequences stemming from their reduced rates of pay, I was horrified, and, am still rightly horrified that political elites that preach the so-called ‘fair go’ have failed to address and redress such grievous anomalies. If the government can oversee such abuse why cannot the private world of commerce also further erode the expected standards that should apply to working conditions that our society still reasonably sees and regards as both normal and humane? (117)


How can we expect the working environment to nurture a creative response to the current issues to hand if a spirit of resentment and/or anxiety and/or unresolved stress or similar is the now the natural lie of the land? How can this talk of the wonderful challenge of change and innovation be embraced when the rights of the workforce are allowed to wither on the very vine of innovation itself? No wonder the voters hear a different message, and, find one they instinctively fear in these unsettling times of change. Where is the government in this dialogue?
 Why are we not engaged in serious conversations that explore how we can better respond to these challenges already with us? Obviously, we need a profound philosophical and practical re-appreciation of this social construct of ‘work’ and how we might better re-constitute our future understanding of ‘employment’?! Moreover, we also need to explore, in this brave, new world, how well new forms of valuational formation might be better engaged?
 What are the ramifications, already with us, arising from an economy transitioning to a place where we must face driver-less cars, robots, omnipresent systems utilizing artificial intelligence, an Internet of things and so on? In such a world, what place is there for ‘work’ as we currently know it? Or, will these new forms of employment closely absorb all those people who seek employment, indeed, seek full time employment given this relentless trend for an increasing casualization of the work force. Or, how can governments treat the unemployed and the under-employed, as well as pensioners and those with disabilities with such mindless contempt when the economy is now even less capable of giving them a commensurate form of employment or an adequate living wage that might once have been automatically expected…?
 (118)

v: Happiness Realized through Cooperation


Few people are insightfully aware that happiness is an inter-subjective and cooperative affair! A harmonization of our relations with others is a pre-condition, condition and post-condition for the establishment of this ‘project’ that oversees the formation of human happiness. Although people might argue that, normally, we are ever involved in ‘the pursuit of happiness’ and this is realized ‘through our own efforts’, the pursuit of happiness per se may well elude us because of a lack of overt insight in this regard; as to these pre-conditions, etc. Or, in effect, a pursuit of happiness is indirectly achieved when we don’t pursue this happiness per se but suitably pursue, rather, its pre-conditions conditions and post-conditions. (119)


If you desire a happy sexual relationship, then you need the pre-condition of a sexual partner. If you desire a non-virtual relationship now with that person, then the ‘presence’ of your willing sexual partner needs to be present in all senses of that expression. But, if your sexual affair is going to leave you feeling guilty, for whatever reason, then the ‘happiness’ you might experience in sexual congress may well be completely undermined. (120)


In other words, we need a harmonious alignment between pre-conditions, conditions and post-conditions for this ‘project’ of happiness to be effectively realized. But this project has itself inserted in the overall complexity of a ‘program’ of our currently expressed existence and might be better seen as an aspect of the ‘prospect’ of the overall life-world we are dealing with, this world as lived by-us; with-others, before-others. That, in essence, we also need an alignment between, e.g., our life-worlds of employment, the political-economic, the political expression of the former; and, if we be fortunate enough to live within the adequate functioning of a mature democracy then that would also a mature democratic world-of-life in which we find our full situatedness? (121)


Where are we heading in this argument? Towards the thematization, recognition and realization of a prospect for happiness that is advanced through the harmonious alignment of its essential facets that contribute, positively and/or negatively, to this actual ‘prospect’ of happiness; i.e., this apparent pursuit of happiness that is both defined and realized in and through our positive engagement with others. (122)


Now some might argue, e.g., that it is one’s self that enters a cake shop in order to buy a cake and then find enjoyment in eating that purchase? But, without that cake shop there would be no cake to purchase! A more sophisticated version of this argument might run along the lines that by thinking pleasant thoughts one can find happiness without the presence of others? In this we can recognize the important subjective role and contribution to be made by the individual wanting to be happy and wanting to stay happy. However, the pre-conditions for our being able to individually engineer a state of happiness or a state of augmented happiness necessitates the pre-existence of those necessary social conditions that would allow the very fostering of this condition through necessity presence of this positive social basis. One can think pleasant thoughts as much as one might like but if you are starving, in pain or having your life threatened then such thoughts are not in accord with the reality of your current condition in this world as lived. Thence this need for a positive alignment in this world as lived, in a world as lived with-others. (123)


So, let us put aside this false notion that happiness is purely an individual affair. A desire to feel happy may well be a necessary condition for happiness, it cannot be a sufficient or self-sufficient condition. We need a harmonious emplacement of selves in this world as lived, and, upon the apparent stability of this bedrock, enter into those pursuits that might help us to experience and possibly share this particular type of engagement. Given that this harmonization of our life-world, this world as lived, is a necessary pre-condition, it also follows that happiness itself can also further assists this process of inter-subjective harmonization through which inter-subjectively oriented forms of happiness themselves can be further fostered, and v.v. Inter-subjective ideas of happiness act as genres through which we engage such thoughts and desires which, in turn, then feed into the thematization of personal ambitions and inter-subjective aspirations. The arbitration both within and between our ambitions and aspirations either adding to or subtracting from this (present and desired) ‘default’ position of happiness assuming inter-subjective pre-conditions are conducive to such ‘augmentation’. However, all intentional projects and programs cannot be instantaneously brought into existence by mere thought.
 On the other hand, such objectives are initiated by such enactive initiation. Furthermore, their thematization, recognition and realization are constituted only in and through such genres. In a similar state of intentional visualization, can phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential aspects be suitably correlated in order to advance the direct and/or indirect progression of this intentional motivation for experiential happiness. Such inter-subjective genres contributing to an overall social sense and expectation of happiness that is better fostered through better forms of harmonic resolution exercised through such arbitration. That this ongoing process of arbitration realizes our personal priorities to that degree they can be thematized and acted upon. Many competing needs, in the form of personal ambitions and social aspiration, act as relative imperatives that take on a more definitive form only through the reinforcement of such patterns of resolution. We live in this world with-others and as our personal projects and programs are absolutely dependent upon this world of others, this world as lived, it follows that the pursuit of happiness, in any individual or collective sense, is predicated on successful forms of such negotiated arbitration. That, the pursuit of happiness, indirectly, but absolutely, is an inter-subjective affair! That only through harmonic forms of cooperation, be that relative, non-absolute co-operation or relative, non-absolute co-option, can this advertent or inadvertent prospect be achieved. (124)


Happiness, be in it in the work, love or play, is a phenomenal-phenomenological aspect of our being with-others be that pursuit finessed directly through others or indirectly based, therein, more as a pre-condition for our being able to individually attain this orientation and its augmentation (given its justified perception as a default in our existence with-others). Why then do ‘we’ often go out of our way to undermine the happiness of others and, indirectly, our own happiness, given this basis for our own happiness in a world as lived that needs to be lived with some degree of inter-subjective, pre-conditional happiness being already in place? By ‘we’ is meant here our individual sense/s of self, our involvement with others as individuals or organizations, communities and institutions, as nations and international citizens. (125)

v.a: Happiness Realized through Cooperation: ‘Autobiographical’ Sketch: Eric

The nom de plume I have chosen is Eric. Ten years ago, or there about, I was in my early 30’s. I was working full time in a major accountancy firm, in Human Resources, where one of my roles, in the context of a committee, was to evaluate the performance of staff in order to let go those whose performances were not up to a certain level of excellence. It was company policy to make ten percent of our workforce redundant each and every year on the grounds that, therein, we maintained the greatest level of an overall excellence. It was ironic that the company, through slogans, boasted of itself as a family and worked as a team. Good bonuses were given for successful marketing and expedition of its briefs. There, I was on this ‘hatchet team’, so to speak. But, unbeknownst to myself, there must have an ‘inner hatchet team’ because I suddenly found, one day, that I, too, had been made redundant. In some ways, in hindsight, this was most fortuitous because this company I had worked for, through a series of scandals, went bankrupt and folded a year later. After this redundancy, over the last decade, I have entered a number of relatively well-paying jobs, but, with an overall decline in my salary looked at in real terms. Fortunately, I eventually entered the housing market, a few years after my first redundancy, and at least I am now no longer paying rent. Both house prices and rents in Sydney have been escalating, to varying degrees, every year up until the present. (126)

v.b: Happiness Realized through Cooperation: Brief Biographical Commentary


I found Eric to be a very intelligent and friendly person, but, one who had some degree of difficulty in carrying out all his commitments as he had a tendency to overcommit to appointments, either suggested or self-initiated, whilst remaining undecided as to which ones in the end he should enact… given this tendency to overcommit. He would be over generous with his time to find, in the real world, that he could not be everywhere at the same time. In all things, there should be some balance, and, I suspect, this generosity of spirit was the prime reason for his continual loss of employment and his subsequent decline in pay. I have read that this is a fault of most people, especially tradespersons, who regularly envisage the completion of a commission to be in two thirds of the time that is actually needed, on average, to realize the successful finalization of their current projects. (127)


A company that misguidedly thought that a ten percent redundancy, each and every year, would contribute to and maintain a higher level of excellence just had no idea how the marketplace really works. In such a neo-liberal climate, a Darwinian view might well be held… and observed! Colleagues would traduce each other’s reputations, team spirt was more a slogan, and, statistics were not always in alignment with what they purported to be in reality. Such an obviously non-existential environment is ripe for its deconstruction, through better competition with better run companies in the same field of service, if not, self-deconstruction through accumulative effects of incompetence, poor leadership, mismanagement and outright fraud. They were right, by default, if they had been like a family and operated as a team that company, most likely, would still be with us today. Furthermore, the ultimate end of this neo-liberal paradigm is much like that of this company, its eventual deconstruction (in this instance, through the fatal consequences of fraudulent behaviour). (128)

vi: Happiness Realized through Broad Relational (Personalized) Recognition


Praise can promote a more fruitful relationship. This can be more productive, in an economic sense. However, praise just notes some positive aspect of a person or group. This recognition, if existentially enacted in a genuine spirit of engagement, can also be extended to take in a more broad-spectrum form of recognition. It might be said: “in this task you have done well and I must praise ‘you’ for being so successful in applying ‘yourself’ so ably”. What does a broad-spectrum form of recognition entail that is above and beyond that entailed in mere praise? A question, I am sure, that needs its situatedness suitably represented, and, then, insightfully examined in order to determine the apparent breadth and depth of such recognition. By taking in more the totality of the person or the pertinent characteristics of a group along with the nature of its individual contributors and their contributions, a richer sense of identity is both perceived and interacted with. It is all very well, e.g., to praise a hardworking individual as ‘hardworking’, but they are also a hardworking ‘person’. A person in a relationship, indeed, any person is not just a person but ‘a person in a relationship’ where, given the existential privileging that should be accorded that relationship, equally, cannot be just a mere person given that they also participate in that relationship as a participant. Consequently, their identity cannot be reduced to that of ‘a mere person’ even if that were a possibility. Since this ‘possibility’ is not possible how then can the valuational formation of that relationship be accurately represented? Through an essential appreciation of that relationship in question. Or, through some degree of refinement of appreciation wherein the essence of that in question is realized through a process of alignment entered into through progressive re-alignment and re-de-mis-alignment; where representational misalignment is progressive rectified through such an essential appreciation won in and through such progressive existential engagement. And this is the true value of such open existential engagement wherein we appreciate more the relational nature of that relationship being entered into. Existential recognition of the other, therefore, paradoxically, realizes a better realization of that relationship in question rather than the mere identities of either the subject themselves or the subject/s and/or object/s of such interaction being thematized in and through that specific relationship. Hence this important role of positive personalization in the exercise of our relationships. (129)


Now, such existential recognition has the power to enhance the nature of our life experience through the ensuing existential re-direction of its metaphorical embrace of the individuals in that relationship subject to such insightful recognition. Through such relational love and empathy we can remonstrate with the other party or parties, re-direct behavior in a more profitable manner, enrich that relationship through acting more empathetically on the behalf of that relationship through forms of transcendental reservation, identification, rectification, etc.
 People are not just numbers, bodies, or even persons, but participants in an overlapping life-world of relationships in which they find themselves emplaced, etc.
 Through processes of a dialectical-like harmonization competing personal ambitions and social aspiration are found to meet with some degree of ongoing resolution otherwise we would not be able to demonstrate any form or degree of a realized intentional objectivity. Such recognition therefore recognizes not only a person but also their emplacement in this world of life, this overall world as lived. A recognition of emplacement also implies the potential recognition of its displacement and how, through processes of ongoing resolution, processes of displacement an be overcome through rectificational processes of (re-)de-displacement. Such recognition involves a recognition of the existential dimension of our being with others, i.e., the taking of a pro-relational stance. Our engagement within this existential dimension implies also our appreciation of the valuational formation to be found therein. I.e., our appreciation of identity formation, functional formation and value formation arrived at through the emergence of an existential output over that invested as an in put. Hence our ability to appreciate such valuational formation. Thence the valuableness in this existential excess, as an existential surplus, in valuation realized through greater degrees of existential engagement and re-alignment within this world as lived. Happiness being intimately linked to this ‘spilling over’ of valuational formation… as engaged through our existentially oriented encountered-recognition of others… and their existential recognition of ourselves… (130)
vi.a: Broad Relational Recognition: ‘Autobiographical’ Sketch: Freddy


The nom de plume I have chosen is Freddy. During the four years, since arriving in Australia, I have been going to university, both part-time and full-time, and have just attained an accountancy degree. I am thinking of returning to university to do a Masters given my lack of success in finding employment as an accountant. I have paid off most of the cost of my degree. My parents gave me a small amount of money when I came, I inherited a small amount, but, basically, I have been working in a variety of convenience stores from eight to twelve hours a day sometimes six days a week. In every one of these places of work I have not been properly paid, I get no pay-sheets, no superannuation. In my current place of work, I get $12 an hour and at least get what I have been promised. I do not get sick leave and my boss expects me to arrange with a co-worker to be on these premises on those days when I am sick, which thankfully, rarely happens. I have made no complaint about these conditions, I know to be always below the minimum wage, etc., because I would immediately lose my employment there as soon as my boss were to find out this. Many of my friends are similarly employed. I would like to gain full time professional work but as yet have found no such employment. I share a place with three others also working under the same conditions. My parents are proud that I have a degree but given the nature of the employment market am now determined to do a Masters degree. My potential future supervisor tells me entry to this course should be no problem given the good grades I have already demonstrated.
 (131)

vi.b: Broad Relational Recognition: Brief Biographical Commentary


Freddy certainly spent long hours both working and studying. But, today, a degree is not enough. Moreover, connections are also very important in getting employment it would seem in fields like law, accountancy, etc. It would seem we have a classic problem of mixing and matching; i.e., taking a pool of informational units with certain characteristics and matching them with a set of desired complements. He has also spent a considerable amount of time sending out applications for employment as a qualified accountant. If universities train people in a vocational field perhaps they should also have some responsibility in assisting them to find employment in their chosen vocations in a manner more in keeping with this so-called age of information (or, at least, redirecting applicants to more profitable fields of future employment?
)? (132)


Freddy’s boss may recognize and praise the hard work put in by this worker in his underground economy. But, in truth, it certainly does not extend to Freddy himself, in the existential context of their relationship, since this worker is not afforded his due rights that would be found if he were working in the overt economy, in the official Australian economy where the minimum wage, superannuation entitlements and tax liabilities, etc., are all recognized and duly observed. (133)


Governments that politically thematize policies and enact them through economic means should also critically oversee their compliance! In an ever-present neo-liberal ideological setting, measures to save money inevitably hobble or ever trim this aspect of compliance. On the Australian employment landscape, government compliance in the field of ensuring all forms of business correctly observe the minimum wage, superannuation requirements, insuring expected work conditions are in place along with an accurate taxation history means that a level playing field is not in place for other business that are suitably observing what is expected of them.
 It would be very easy to visit these public places of employment and discover whether such minimum conditions are being observed. As it is, my friend has no real taxation history, no wage records and no recourse to recovering the superannuation payments that should have been made in his name (along with the lost income derived from a compounding of such a supplementary income stream were it to be present), etc. This is an indictment on government both current and present! But the neo-liberal marketplace has been treated as an ideal phenomenon which should rectify all such anomalies rather than creating them for businesses which are complying with such regulations. Into this mix we have various business organizations and councils calling for a reduction in penalty rates, a perpetual freezing of the minimum wage, no increases in the rate of superannuation, etc. But what goes around comes around. If these businesses want more and better customers then workers deserve to be properly and fairly compensated for their labour. An economy is predicated on that which goes around. But distortions in the marketplace need to be ironed out in order to progress equality both among males and among females, and, between males and females! In the neo-liberal skewing of the markets, ironically put in place through incremental government regulations enacted in the favour of capital, the very marketplace itself ‘progressively’ is not an even playing field, it is not rendered as a field for fair play… inevitably to the detriment of our mature democracies and, thence, to the security of the very owners of such capital themselves if they were left unable to shift their capital, and perhaps their persons, when the adversity of necessity may require some form or degree of translocation?!
 (134)


In the light of the above, we must ask the rhetorical question, how can citizen forced to work in this underground economy find and feel their full worth as citizens when this system in place, and known to be in place by both governments and voters (given recent newspaper campaigns exposing such a black economy) in effect, treats them and leaves them as second class citizens (if not third class citizens given that many of them also never register, or give up registering, for government forms of assistance like unemployment?
)? (135)

vii: The Promotion of Happiness through Positive Criticism


Happiness can also be advanced and augmented when positive criticism is taken on board; be that productive form of insight self-created or donated by another person who skillfully transmits such needed self-re-perception or re-self-perception. ‘Skillful’ in the sense that often people do not like to be criticized and for someone to proffer criticism in a manner that is not found to be offensive, demeaning, etc., quite some skill is usually needed. However, between people that are close and trustful, a productive exchange of ideas can sometimes be less difficult to engineer if seen to be given in a spirit of mutual helpfulness. On the other hand, it is a good policy to critically evaluate all forms of other-criticism and self-criticism in the event that the adoption and adaptation of such ensuing processes of re-direction could initiate and/or augment forms of happiness either already in place or put, therein and thereafter, in place through the taking on board of such insight (hopefully, before others eventually feel impelled to non-existentially proffer such advice, etc.). Positive criticism not taken to heart, sometimes, can spell the end of a future giving of good advice, the active cessation of that specific relationship, a valuable loss of production or diminished standard of quality in service delivery, even the demise of those critically deaf organizations and the like, etc. (136)

vii.a: Happiness through Positive Criticism: ‘Autobiographical’ Sketch: Graham

The nom de plume I have chosen is Graham.
 Admittedly, about four decades ago, doing an odd job during my university break, and found for me by my university, I had the chance to closely observe life in a factory stamping out many miscellaneous items of hardware and the like. I was quite shocked by what I saw. My task was to clean a roof area and that involved walking through the factory and also being able to see it from the floor that management could also view their workers. Working on the machines was a continuous process. Placing things on lathes, under stamping pressers and the like. At one minute to ten o’clock a very loud siren would sound and nothing would happen. Then, a minute later, at ten o’clock precisely, the same loud siren would sound. Workers would immediately stop even if half-way through a process of manufacture. They would then rush over to the stairs and climb to the floor that management occupied but enter in a small meeting room, completely isolated from management, where each of the workers had their tea already poured for them. Nobody had time to talk except the token disabled person who continually tried to make conversation. Then, at nine minutes past ten o’clock, the same siren sounded albeit even louder in this quiet room. Nobody blinked. Then, at ten minutes past this hour precisely the siren sounded for a fourth time and people slowly made their way back to the mechanical stations to continue the same tasks as before. On the second day, just after my ten minutes of afternoon tea I went to collect my wages for the cleaning work done on the roof. I went to the office and here was quite a contrast. Nobody was seated at their desks but everyone was standing around gossiping in small groups with finished cups of tea left on various shelves and desks. Before my working there I had been told that this firm suffered a lot of industrial sabotage with defective production runs, machines jammed and the like. I was not surprised to read in the papers, a year later, that the entire company went into bankruptcy, and, that the business, itself, could not be sold. (137)

vii.b: Happiness through Positive Criticism: Brief Biographical Commentary


“Graham’ was very happy to be only a casual worker and working less than two days with this firm. Workers were obviously not valued by the inhumane way they were treated en masse. A social dichotomy between white collar and blue-collar workers was semiotically signaled to the detriment of both parties. The blue-collar workers had no incentive to observe forms of quality control over their production whilst office workers obviously were not very productive if they could have extended tea breaks and the like. Taking this form of potential criticism on board, obvious to any outsider could have had all workers having their tea breaks together for a longer period of time, say twenty minutes, and making their own cups of tea, etc. By making a few small reforms, signaling a better recognition of the contribution of all the workers might have helped that company to have survived or be thought a worthwhile target to takeover. As it was, it was rendered as ‘surplus to everyone’s requirements’… to disappear without a trace. (138)

viii: Happiness through Positive Affective Iteration


Happiness has a number of psychological aspects. The prominent aspect is of course, affective. People that are happy have a happy mood or affect. We could say, provisionally, for a start, that a positive affective component to this experience of happiness is realized through the iterative contribution of positive inputs (albeit interpreted in a positive cognitive context for the promotion of happiness). Lots of little happinesses could see the emergence of an enhanced overall mood of greater happiness. Just as one significant instance of cognitive disappointment or conflict or suffering could also rewrite that mood as not happy, as depressed, as agitated, as one of great sadness… (139)


Let me look again at this potential insight. The incremental input of positive affecting content could see the emergence of an overall sense of affect existentially greater than the mere sum of those affective inputs. Thence this concept of a positive affectivization. That this would be deconstructed by a cognitive sense of framing not conducive to this emergence of a positively enhanced affect. We could also say the same from a cognitive perspective. I.e., the ongoing accumulation of positive cognitive contributions could also contribute to an enhanced sense of a positive affect. Or, together, assuming that both the cognitive and affective spheres are in some degree of alignment, the incremental accumulation of positive content contributes to an enhanced sense of overall happiness. To some extent we might consider this distinction between affective(ly induced) happiness and cognitive(ly induced) happiness to be an artificial one. However, let me run with it by noting that the converse distinction should also be considered, namely, incremental contributions of a negatively oriented affect and/or cognitive content or framing could also be instrumental in the induction of a state of overall non-happiness or unhappiness. That the accumulative effects of inequity, dis-equity and/or non-equity, i.e., mis-equity, may well contribute to a negative state of political disquiet (capable of being manipulated by demagogues et al).
 In the light of this theoretical possibility I would like to make a distinction between the types of political reaction that might ensure if one were to take either more of an affective orientation or a more of a cognitive orientation in these matters of potential political disquiet and reaction. I am making the tentative suggestion that cognitive disquiet might mean the person takes a more cognitively oriented form of political re-direction whereas affective disquiet might imply that that type of person would take a more affective form of re-direction. One of my introductions noted the puzzle that one would think on past political behavior that a protest vote would go to a traditional protest party, e.g., the Greens, but that the Greens seem to be currently perceived as just another major party in this regard. However, in the light of this affective-cognitive distinction it may well be that affectively oriented forms of disgruntlement may well take a more affective form of political protestation and that a more cognitive form of disquiet might be channeled along more cognitive lines (such as reviewing policies and policy objectives in the light of a cognitive perception of political problems, points of contention, etc.). So, to examine this supposition let us look at the gestation of a recent One Nation supporter in contrast to the gestation of a recent Green party supporter in order to explore and possibly test this exploratory supposition. (140)

viii.a: Positive Affective Iteration: ‘Autobiographical’ Sketch: Hailey

The nom de plume I have chosen is Hailey. I am in my late 60’s and am retired. Before retirement I was a teacher at TAFE. In the last election, I voted again for Pauline Hanson’s One Nation party. Indeed, our whole family decided to vote that way. Here is my background. I am from a small rural town in the West of NSW. My parents grew up in the Central West. My father was an agricultural farmer and my mother became a secretary and worked in offices in the city. My mother’s parents were sheep farmers but did not do very well financially. My father made an indifferent living. My parents became attracted to Labor politics in the early years although my father initially supported the Country Party. A little later they became attracted to Communism and joined a local branch for a while and then later became members of the Australian Labor Party. They supported the Left Wing of that party – they saw social welfare as a priority. I think they could be described as ‘Utopian Socialists’. In other words, they identified with the ‘have nots’. We now live in the northern suburbs of Sydney. I have a long history of voting for Pauline Hanson. My support for Pauline stems from my empathy for what is known as the ‘under-dog’. In the nineties, after she had fallen under Oldfield’s spell and when the ABC did an interview of her, in the light of the arrogance and contempt displayed by Maxime McKew, ever since that moment, I have felt a deep sympathy for her. However, I have seen that she has been fooled by a number of men and doesn’t seem to have learned from that type of reoccurring situation. Oldfield, on the strength of Pauline’s popularity got a position on the Legislative Council of NSW. Len Harris, likewise on Pauline’s back got voted into the Senate. And there were others. My impression is that few of them genuine. And on this subject, I joined the One Nation Party in the late nineties for the purpose of observing who was there and what motivations ruled them. It didn’t take me long to come to the conclusion that there were a number of ‘plants’ within the Party and the rest were morons, or fools with ambition but no talent. A work colleague of mine at the time joined with me for identical reasons. I have since realized Pauline will only be influenced by men with a ‘silver tongue’ and Oldfield had that – I met him a few times at fund raising dinners – I suspect James Ashby falls into the same category – look at the attention regarding the plane (not being properly accounted for?)! In the recent Fours Corner program on the ABC it was stated that the plane was a gift from a businessman to Ashby. This week no one is claiming ownership of the plane but Pauline is expected to declare it as a One Nation asset!! And they are even after her own home!! How many people rent a room in their own house? I know a few! However, Pauline has stated that she didn’t declare this venture because she has not let the room out for some time and has been trying to get the website to take her advertisement down but without much success. But, still, the unfavorable scrutiny continues!! The recent Four Corner’s program on the ABC was another ‘stitch up’ on this female politician. When will they leave this poor woman alone! I don’t think it is realized that this abusive type of scrutiny causes people to support herself and her Party even more! Many people I know are upset at how the major parties just seem to be playing games and nothing seems to get done. The children of our friends do not seem to be able to easily find full-time employment and some of my friends are in their late 50’s or early 60’s are finding themselves being made redundant and unable to find further employment beyond some lower paying casual employment when it is available. In the Media, we continually hear about entitlement scandals and how Centrelink is chasing debt that is often not even incurred. What is Australia coming to when this lack of traditional values is now the norm? However, since last voting for One Nation I have had some regrets. I probably would not vote for them now as I have no time for the ‘politics’ this party also seems to be indulging in. For a start, I ask myself, why have they used the services of that underhand political operative James Ashby who made himself so self-famous in the Slipper scandal. I don’t know for whom I would vote for in next election which feels like it could occur at any moment even though we have just had an election in the middle of 2016. I know people are saying politicians are just not listening to us White Middle-Class people who seem to be missing out while everyone else seems to be making some progress in this world. I know politicians are continually polling and doing focus groups but when are they going to ‘feel’ what we are going through and turn such things around for us? Australia no longer seems to be a land of opportunity unless you are very wealthy or from an ethnic background prepared to take on employment in the black economy without those conditions we fought for over so many years. Every time I buy a coffee in the city, Sydney, I am wondering if the person behind the counter is actually getting paid correctly? There just seems to be no longer any opportunity for self-advancement that made Australia great like that wonderful period just after the Second World War.
 I also do not find the Greens to be an attractive party as I perceive them to be equally out of touch with my demographic. They also seem to be a bit too radical, too focused on ideas and not practical enough in adequately addressing the problems, as noted above, being experienced by our family and our friends. (141)

viii.b: Positive Affective Iteration: Brief Biographical Commentary


I felt Hailey had been somewhat brave to inform me that she had voted for Pauline Hanson’s One Nation party.
 In this, I am grateful for her trust and her wish to share with me an account of her current political thoughts. I was also intrigued to discover that her family had collectively decided to make this shift from a previously solid Liberal background. She gave a number of reasons for this. One of her reasons, regardless of whether it was correct or incorrect from my perspective, was that she felt her traditional White Middle-Class background was missing out, not being listened to nor looked after to any reasonable degree. Her interpretation may or may not be correct, but, the authenticity of her interpretation from her perspective cannot be judged as any other than as valid from her perspective. What with the escalation in the cost of university fees, health insurance, the apparent running down of public health services and the like along with the increasing casualization of the workforce with reduced employment opportunities overall for both the young and elderly in her community quite rightly horrifies her, indeed, her whole family. This sentiment has been a prominent echo in Trumps so-called forgotten America of the Rust Belt, etc., and his skillful capture of their vote was one of the main reasons he captured the Presidency; even with just under three million less votes that those given to Hillary Clinton. However, despite the relative validity of this interpretation I would also like to note in less absolute, more relative terms that the White Middle-Class community, in the US, have done proportionally better. E.g., on a recent PBS news item it was noted that even though unemployment in the White Middle Class, after the GFC, only went to somewhere between 8 and 9 percent, the unemployment rate in the African-American community went to over 15 percent and has only now declined to around 8 percent (where White, Middle Class unemployment rose to). It might be safe to say that even though the White Middle Class, in Australia, was and is being effected by neo-liberal policies, globalization, innovations in the IT field, the aftermath of the GFC, etc., still, in relative terms they are not doing it as tough as some non-White, Middle Class communities and even more so for those outside this loose definition of a so-called Middle Class, etc. However, compared to the US, wealth transfers in Australia, through benefits and pensions, etc., have somewhat softened the relatively overall degree to which such different policy settings, etc., in terms of inequity, e.g., etc., are being generally experience. However, the point still holds, even in relative terms, that a White Middle Class have bettered weathered recent economic transformations and dislocations, still, such a transition is quite rightly being experience in negative terms of reference. Such affective and cognitive disgruntlement has, is and will take a variety of forms in response to these changing times stamped with such apparent increasing uncertainty and potential adversity on these issues all basically centered on ‘equity’. Indeed, such concerns, quite reasonably, will be regarded as something to fear especially in light of the fact that our politicians do not seem to be suitably engaging with such issues and seeking their definitive resolution, but, in public, seem to be more engaged in ideological battles over things with little relevance to most of the people living in their electorates... (142)

ix: Happiness through Positive Cognitive Iteration


Happiness can be promoted through entertaining a series of happy feelings as long as the cognitive framing is conducive to this process of positive affective integration. E.g., we have the experiential paradox, wherein, music generally considered ‘happy’ may well merely intensify an already unhappy state of affairs along such relatively negative lines. The moral being that relativity is important in determining the current status of a certain experiential situation and how its positively oriented or negatively oriented transformations might be engineered. But, if such cognitive framing were neutral or already positive one may well assume that additional positive inputs could well induce the emergence of an even more positive experiential state whose positivity exceeds the mere sum of those positive inputs plus the neutral or positive quality of that initial state identified in that process of transformational engineering. Or, in more practical terms, e.g., a series of successful jokes may well induce a greater state of jovialness than the mere retelling of one or two of those jokes, or, the retelling of those jokes but rationed out with only one told per day. Thence this concept of positive cognitivization. (143)

In contrast, the retelling of gloom and doom may well a counter effect; one whose iterative characteristics take either a cognitive and/or affective complexion. (144)

ix.a: Positive Cognitive Iteration: ‘Autobiographical’ Sketch: Irene

The nom de plume I have chosen is Irene. The Australia of my past 50 or so years, was for me a land of optimism and growth, jobs were plenty and the country was mostly governed by a stable and fair government.  There was financial help for the unemployed, the aged and for new immigrants who we welcomed. We had here a reasonably fair society, I believed, and one in which I have been able to be well educated and to earn a good living. (145) 

I stood at the center of the political spectrum where I believed there to be a reasonable balance between capital and the needs of the people.  Our family believed in hard work and preferably working for themselves and always voted for the Liberal Party.   However, in recent years that balance has begun to tip more noticeably towards policies which favour big business and those at the top of the economic scale to the detriment of those at the lower end of the scale such as the recent clawing back of monies from those on welfare and pensions whether correctly owed or not.  Accompanying this move has been a rise in racism and the xenophobic ideals of some sections of the population who place their fears and insecurities at the feet of the immigrants and the asylum seekers, leading to an imprisoning of those legal asylum seekers on offshore islands and threatening prison for those speaking out about their treatment. There has been an increase in the degree of spying on its citizens, a concerted effort to deny that climate change exists when the only possible reason for this is to assist big business, a refusal to have a free vote on same sex marriage and an attempt to stop the Safe Schools programs to assist those children with sexual identity issues from bullying. These are hallmarks of the economic and political system of neoliberalism, an economic system made popular by Friedrich Von Hayek and their later adherents, Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Regan.  In short, this philosophy seeks to worship profit above all, to give higher tax breaks to the rich and to corporations, to reduce help for the less well-off and end the many important consumer and employee protections that we have built up over so many years.  The followers of this philosophy now have, in America, a ready-made example to boost their enthusiasm. (146)

Despite the fact that there are now fewer jobs to go around and despite the fact that millions of peoples are seeking refuge around the world, this is not the society I want, and I have changed my vote accordingly. I now vote for the Greens… (147)

I think a large section of the population blame refugees and immigrants for ‘taking their jobs’, for taking from the public purse, for housing unaffordability and now for being terrorists.  It’s true that they cannot possibly be thinking about the facts or are not interested in the facts, largely because they listen to talk back radio, and if they read papers, it is the likes of the Telegraph etc., and, just believe what their political leaders are saying.   Thus, the policies of the Greens are seen as supporting what they don't want. Moreover, Murdoch’s mouthpiece The Australian, has declared in an Orwellian abuse of language that the Greens are an ‘extremist group’ which must lead me to assume that the policies of the Greens are contrary to his neoliberal business model and, therefore, must be good for the country. Since it is this type of person, the ardent neoliberalist, who imports oversees workers on temporary 457 visas,
 has overseen a downsizing of employment,
 a stealing from the public purse through tax minimization and have massively profited from housing unaffordability… and from the grief they have cause on the political-economic landscape, in effect, are either neo-liberal terrorists
 or their proxies (for preaching such socially destructive policies through the media, biased think tanks and the like)…! (148)
ix.b: Positive Cognitive Iteration: Brief Biographical Commentary


Irene’s comments are apposite here in our examining this conundrum between being discontent and either siding with populists or taking a more cognitive direction by trying to appreciate our addressing the complex causes of that discontentment and our searching for those policies that might redress these political-economic anomalies that seem to be distorting the so-called maturity of our democratic life-world/s. On one hand, we can easily give our consent to recognizing our discontentment, both personal and communal, and, then associating it with slogans suggestive of easy solutions. Or, we can be critically reflective and try to act like good citizens by seeing where we seem to be heading and where, we think, we should be heading instead. Indeed, one might say that the same type of motivation inspires both the affectively oriented and the cognitively oriented person in our democratic political sphere? Just that the former motivation can get hijacked by political operatives with another set of agenda. Of course, all political candidates can be accused of emitting motherhood statements. Whom we believe, even if those objectives are impossible or near impossible is another matter. All too often simple solutions are not simple, but, if imposed have the unintended consequence of making matter even worse? (149)


A case in point is the conservative reaction in America, on talk back radio, etc., to the usually careful, well-thought out statements said by President Obama. The virulence of the language is downright shocking. Often borderline racist at the same time. A similar situation in Australia can be found in the use of hate language at rallies and on talk back radio here during the prime ministership of Julia Gillard.
 Such statements are uttered in that conservative part of the media world where this type of hyperbole and invective is seen as normal, sets a new form of normality if not truth but, rather, truthiness. A desired vision of the ‘truth’ that through textual over-iteration then comes to be seen as that reality that is beyond question. In effect, establishing the major discourse for this separate political-economic universe. We have seen this sort of phenomenon in the religious sphere where the over-iteration of religious truths treated as facts in that religious life-world tactlessly colour statements made therein for dissemination to the rest of the (text/ual) world. So, e.g., Catholic posters for universal display in Australia announce that Mary MacKillop is “Australia’s first saint”. In this increasingly secular age, Catholics never had nor do they possess the major religious discourse in this country although they may act as if they did and still do. Again, from the same religious organization, we have the dissemination of texts announcing ‘World Youth Day’. If this were a Sanskrit compound we would have to argue that to understand it correctly we must add something to this title,
 namely ‘Catholic’; i.e., ‘Catholic World Youth Day’ or ‘World Catholic Youth Day’. But these annoying examples of unfounded (mis)appropriation are nothing to the linguistic contortions emitted on right wing talk-back radio. One must assume that similarly extreme left wing talk-back radio, or its equivalent in the media world, enters also in to such linguistic gymnastics? I remember reading Soviet publications found in my local library in New Zealand
 to find the stilted language, albeit probably poorly translated, to be equally distorted if not just bizarre, perhaps surreal if not just absolutely unreal… babbling on about ‘plain living and hard struggle’, revolutions, the need for critical committees, mistreatment of those seen as ‘other’, and the like. (150)


All too easily, quick agreement/s that things need changing become associated with a set of ‘others’ treated as both the prime cause of the problem in question and the implied or stated solution/s of the same.
 Find it difficult to get work or you find it difficult for your friends to get work? Let us blame it on x with the solution following on in some form of a proscription against x. A populist or demagogue identifying the x’s of our society that are being misunderstood through the tyranny of their hermeneutic distance from the center of Australian culture… despite also our reveling in all its diversity and semblances of differences… often unaware of how we have appropriated things that once were strange and foreign and sometimes railed against. E.g., a teacher of yoga might want to teach yoga and do so in the venue of a church hall that could be hired. Few eyebrows would be raised today, but, imagine if this form of hiring were to occur in the late 19th century. (151)


How deep is such an associated form of iterative identification? (152)


If affective disgruntlement and discontentment are iteratively linked to a set of simple slogans, time and time again, without much reflection or such reflection is dismissed, then such an association in this similar world of (‘other’) associations could well be deepened to such extent that this overall world view becomes totally accepted, without question. Moreover, like any over-iterated perspective, excessive assertion (or de-assertion) will result in a pseudo-psychosis (as examined elsewhere on numerous occasions
). In this scenario, one can well imagine cultural worlds becoming increasingly divergent through a lack of common cultural sharing and through those worlds taking on, when and where applicable, a non-evidenced based sense of foundational narratives that render themselves increasingly non-commensurable when ‘compared’ with the viewpoints of other world-views (regardless of their appropriation, or, rather, misappropriation on the part of all parties of non-evidence based narratives). Representation of the world is always going to invoke forms of misrepresentation, however, when those forms of misrepresentation are systematically distorted and such distortions are not defused (through forms of evidenced based-consensus) then relatively incommensurable interpretations will eventually ensure with diminished grounds for dialogue (even though, in absolute terms, there can be no absolute form of incommensurability. I.e., dialogue must ever remain a possibility, even if relatively diminished). (153)


The current concerns of a post-truth world for ‘truthiness’ may well be more the realization that the semblance of a common cultural world under the hegemony of an official set of major discourses has broken down even though, in reality, apparent ‘truthiness’ has persisted across all epochs of time. E.g., during the Egyptian kingdoms, when the ‘mythology’ of the Book of the Dead ruled supreme, how could such an official text be deemed to be evidenced-based? I am sure, a truly religious person is ever skeptical, so I am sure, many people would have been of two minds as to the evidential reality of such a culturally dependent description of the world as found ‘founded’ by such cultural reiteration? We may well find evidence in this lack of cultural self-assurance through the sheer fact that the text needed to be forever re-iterated lest its non-iteration render such an excessively imaginative worldview as archaic, obsolete, superseded, non-existent, etc. In such an historical context, we can view ‘truthiness’ as being ever with us, but, in a fracturing of world views, a possible consequence of Post-modernism, secularization, a potential neo-liberal deconstruction of our mature democracies, the advent of divergent cultural worlds, etc., then this phenomenon of truthiness, and its ‘alternative facts’, has made itself more evident? (154)


In summary, what are the key points I am attempting to explore here? In order to explain why current discontentment, in the form of a protest, has headed more towards populist leaders and their parties, is that if we were to make a distinction between affectively oriented disgruntlement and cognitively oriented disgruntlement we end up with a radically different kind(s) of response. That, in the former, affectively oriented responses are more taken on board, while, in the latter, a more cognitively oriented response is exercised. Although an evidenced based approach need not be exercised in either orientation, we must assume that it would be more productive if developed in a more cognitively oriented setting. That, in line with these distinctions (of the affective, cognitive, evidenced based exploration, appreciation or non-appreciation of simply or complexly formulated policy settings, etc.) we must assume a possible series of a quite different forms of response. That, in an affective orientation there could be a greater attraction for simple, affectively oriented policies (without too much policy detail) versus a cognitive penchant for more complexly thought out policy settings (with a lot more of well-cognitively thought out detail). Hence the attraction of populists for the former disposition and non-populists in the latter. I.e., as exemplified, perhaps, in our new One Nation voter (Hailey) and this new voter for the Green Party (Irene)? (155)

x: The Promotion of Happiness through Positive Re-(E)Valuation


Without a doubt, the input of a series of unhappy experiences, framed in a series of unhappy contexts, can see the realization of the emergence of an overall state of unhappiness. So, in the light of the reality of this type of lived experience, can this emergent unhappiness be overcome and reversed? Given the same sort of adverse experiences, some people are overcome by the apparent hopelessness of their situation, whereas, in contrast, others manage to overcome this same type of experience. What is the difference? Luck, resilience, the discovery of an inner, incremental resistance and resolution of such difficulties, etc? Discounting luck, which may happen only to some of us on a grand enough scale to reverse a series of misfortunes, if we can cope with such serendipity, we are basically left with resilience and incremental resolution. An ability to resist and resolve such difficulties. What gets us down, step by downward step can also help us rise, step by upward step. (156)


How we attempt to overcome adversity is important to how an overall state of happiness can be bettered fostered and allowed to grow. Some might argue that a general state of happiness is the natural default position for the human psyche. Such a default may more be an absence of unhappiness but, be that as it may, it is obvious that some methods for resolution create their own unintended or additional problems in their wake. Alcohol might dull the sense of unhappiness, certain drugs might replace unhappiness with a fickle sense of elation, but, over time, sometimes very quickly, such short term ‘solutions’ become additional problems. In an unhappy state of mind, pain is also experienced in a more painful and problematic sense. A large proportion of the population, especially as we get older, will experience chronic pain, e.g., back pain, or, neck, knees, hip pain, etc. Given that some forms of pain relief are addictive then such addictions further complicate this return to our natural default of a mildly happy, not unhappy state of mind relatively free from pain or at least able to also tolerate its mild presence. Without this return to this apparent default how can a positive state of happiness be further fostered; better orchestrated through augmentation and enhancement?
 Or, how can such a return be realized and, then, how can such natural happiness be amplified along more positive lines? Through resilience, a strength tapped into that incrementally reverses our experiential attitude/s to the affective and cognitive adversity that might be in place and, in turn, through incremental acts of resolution. With these pre-conditions in place, we may then find the grounds for the realization of positive inputs with a positive complexion or aura of happiness, and, the emergence, therein and thereafter, of an overall state of affectively based and cognitive (re-)framed happiness? What might be entailed in this broad expression of ‘resilience’ (as a basis for a positive, affective transformation?)? (157)


To answer this question one must assume some degree of psychic strength to withstand the continual and potential impacts of adverse experiences, some ability to incrementally work towards a process of resolution wherein a default sense of middle ground ‘normality can be either realized or simulated, and, an ability to then both move beyond into a positive territory whilst finding an ability to withstand the potential adverse impacts of such success itself. We could imagine, e.g., the following scenario in order to illustrate the potential pitfalls along this path to positive happiness as tentatively outlined here. Imagine a bricklayer with the following history. On leaving school with no other qualifications other than having been to school he becomes a bricklayer. He is hardworking, likes to party in the weekends. Soon gets married. Married life now restricts his socializing. Financial pressures of having a mortgage and a family means that he finds himself now also working in the weekends. He then, unfortunately, suffers a serious accident to his back that means while he works he now continually experience severe pain. He tries various forms of pain relief and as a result, in using an opioid, becomes addicted to the same. His marital relationship suffers and before too long finds himself divorced. Now, he is depressed, lonely, in chronic pain, in financial difficulties and is contemplating suicide as a ‘solution’ to his having to deal with this emotional nadir in his life. But, this bloke is made of sterner stuff. He gets help and the help he gets is able to help him focus on the steps he needs to re-organize his life. He is motivated to make such a transformation. He perceives his ‘depression’ as a natural consequence of his current, overall predicament. He rhetorically asks himself “who would not be depressed if they were in my shoes at this moment in time?” He realizes that a number of changes have to be made in his life. For the moment, he continues with his addictive pain relief but will attempt soon to lower the dosage and will progressively use other forms of pain relief in its place. He meets others in a similar predicament. He finds a job in a sandwich bar where the work is less painful for him. He takes up some of his former hobbies in the evening by attending groups that pursue such pursuits. He learns to relax and through such relaxation finds he is better able to resist the impact of his ongoing pain. His financial difficulties become sorted through an appropriate plan for debt management. Goes on a few dates and, in the process, regains his confidence. Begins a new relationship taking each day as it comes. He is patient, realistic and is finding a new sense of hopefulness. He is now horrified that he had once contemplated suicide as a ‘solution’, but, in recognizing his current successes are now a work ever in progress in which, through the witting or unwitting help of others, he will continue to seek to find that motivation that will help him to realize a life that is happier and more fulfilled. Admittedly, this imaginary case study is contrived. Yet, this is the very type of course we all have to steer in order to re-direct ourselves in order to reverse the negative, move towards the positive and meet an enrichment in valuational formation that finds us engaging a more positive sense of fulfillment. Indeed, a sense of self-fulfillment; given that we more deeply find ourselves through this development of integration and integrity; better recognize our need for an openness to the help of others; finding, thereafter, a greater sense of inter-dependence and personal self-worth. On such a road, we find this dynamic dialectical interaction between ‘self-help and the help-of-others’. Bundled up within this field of personal-interpersonal motivation we find both resilience and a path of incremental steps where various forms of resolution are met either simultaneously or in sequence. Our navigation and negotiation of such map along with a resolution of intended, mis-intended, unintended consequences and non-intended consequences (that non-adversely and/or adversely co-occur with the exercising of our intentions) allows us to build on and build up such apparent resilience as we face the exigencies of our existence with-others, before-others. Through such engagement happiness is not promised. ‘Others’ can be ‘hell’, but, generally speaking, through such existentially oriented engagement we better foster a return from unhappiness to an apparent state of neutral happiness that then gives us grounds to further foster forms of engaged happiness in and through our positive engagement with other! A greater sense of happiness through realizing the positive possibilities already pregnant in our relationships as we find ourselves emplaced in this world as lived, where we also find ourselves displaced through not immediately meeting with a world in configured harmony with such ambitions and aspirations, and, where through resilience, we find those means that incrementally displace such displacement through positive forms of de-displacement in and through our engagement with others. (158)


In essence, we could say that resilience, phenomenologically, and in complex, provisional terms of reference, is the projected imputation of a basis upon which the individual positively re-writes the relatively adverse and positively writes the relatively non-adverse through an aspirational economy that oversees those intentional measures, as overseen in and through those requisite genres of behavior. A recognition of the need for exercising such genres of behaviour that are required in our negotiated arbitration with others in order to oversee the realization of those projects and programs, through their respective positive framing, that contribute to an overall resolution and happiness in our experience of their respective prospect/s. Or, in more simple, provisional terms, a basis that is indirectly imputed upon which the individual manages, incrementally, to both positively re-write adversity and positively write non-adversity in and through the good auspices of others given the iterative persistence of their own positive motivation in that same regard. Fundamentally, it is the persistence of ourselves, with-others, to positively re-write our ongoing autobiographies. Obviously, it is something we can easily recognize but will ever find difficul to fully define and comprehend. Importantly, resilience is also a social attitude that needs to be fully promoted and implemented in the social setting of this world as lived in order to suitably address and redress those transitions and transformations that society must enter into in order to remain viable and promote future viability given global warming, the changing nature of employment, the preservation of a progressive democracy, the establishment of a more fair economy along with the need for a recognition of social diversity and inclusivity within the wider ambit of the political-economy, etc. (159)

x.a: Positive Re-(E)valuation: ‘Autobiographical’ Sketch: Joe


The nom de plume I have chosen is Joe. I came to Australia in the 1980’s and worked in various factories until I found myself staying with one very large multi-national organization, working there for over twenty years. I used to work six days a week, and, on many occasions, would do an extra shift as well when asked. With the money saved I bought an apartment nearby. I took in a lodger whose rent also helped to pay the mortgage. One day I had an accident with one of the machines which hurt my right hand. I did not think much of it to begin with and persevere with my work. A week later had to get it looked at by my regular doctor who recommended that I should inform my workplace which I duly did. Because my right hand remained sore for some time afterwards I got used to using my left hand more. But, I also ended up getting carpal tunnel syndrome in both hands and my hands would start to swell after a day’s continuous work which would mean I could not use them for a week until the pain and swelling subsided. I went on to compensation whilst still doing light work at the factory like sweeping and other odd jobs. The union advised me to go to court. I refused the standard settlement then of $16,000 on the advice of my union lawyer; although such advice was couched with the qualification that I might not win my case. And that was what had happened; the judge ruling that there was no clear, definitive link between the accident, its being reported and the various medical examinations had thereafter. However, I had some superannuation and because of my disability was able to withdraw most of this account in order to pay down my mortgage. When compensation came to an end I was redirected to Centrelink where I was put on the unemployment allowance, i.e., dole, although all jobs involving my hands could not be continued with after one day as I kept informing them. I was not very literate in English and after (getting help in) filling in endless forms and going to pointless interviews and being found no real employment other than voluntary work they eventually put me on a disability pension. I became very depressed during this period and couldn’t even cope with doing voluntary work in the various opportunity shops they directed me to attend. However, one day, I sat down with pencil and paper and did my figures as to how much I was getting, how much my mortgage was, what I had spent that month on food, paying bills and the like and found that at the end of my calculations, rechecked and rechecked, that I was very lucky and with good management could even save a small fraction of my pension. From that day on I became less depressed, managed to find a few friends, and, didn’t feel I needed to replace my tenant when they left. A year or two after I left this firm they packed up the entire factory and sent it to China. I sometimes feel that they manoeuvred me into leaving by suggesting to the union that they should run a court case for compensation knowing they then would not have to pay redundancy pay. However, I am grateful that through hard work and good luck that I did leave when I did, that I no longer have to work with my hands all day and then not be able to use them for a week afterwards, and, that I have been given the means, through my disability pension, for a modestly comfortable and happy existence. My only complaint is that I can only return home oversees to see my family for twenty-eight days a year otherwise my disability pension is stopped and I have to go through the whole bureaucratic routine I went through the first time. Not being very literate in English it becomes a double nightmare and I do not like being dependent on the help on a series of people who have to help me in that regard. Not too long ago I could go overseas for three months then Labor changed it to six weeks. Then the Coalition under Tony Abbott changed it to twenty-eight days. I worked hard for many years and only had to stop working because of this accident. It feels like the government treats myself, and similar, as second-class citizens and this sets the tone for how we are portrayed in the Media, etc. I would much rather Centrelink were able to help me find a real job, but, the economy even fails people much more able than myself – be they old (as I am now), or middle aged (when I had my accident) or the young (which I was when I came to work in Australia and was fortunate enough to easily find blue collar work in factories, many of which now no longer exist). (160)

x.b: Happiness through Positive Re-(E)valuation: Brief Biographical Commentary


I was introduced to Joe through friends when he was working as an operator in a factory. He did indeed work long hours, often working part of his weekends, and I am sure he was a hard worker. He was very fit then, jovial and always laughing and enjoying himself. After his accident, he did become depressed and looked quite sad for a number of years although he did try to hide that fact. However, if you knew him it was obvious that things were tough for him. He was also often in pain. Centrelink arranged a succession of jobs which inevitably involved manual work that would put his hands out of action for weeks at a time. I am sure he had medical records as long as his arm in support of this fact but such information cannot have been read, not believed or, was just ignored. The way ‘work for unemployment benefits’ seems to operates is that it compels you to try the employment they offer at the risk of having your benefits cut off. It does not seem very client-centric but more designed as an obstacle course that many people are meant to fail. For an unemployed gamer, it would be just one more game they would have to play. Often a futile exercise that cost the ‘player’ real money in their having to travel to pointless interviews in which no betting person would bet on your getting employment there given that hundreds of applications were tendered. Unless the job was so out of normal hours, demeaning, onerous, distant and/or so poorly paid that no self-respecting unemployed person would go anywhere near the same. However, Joe was resilient. After two or three years he returned to his usual self. By rationing, on a daily basis, the amount of activity he uses with his hand in everyday chores, e.g., he now manages to keep their level of painfulness to a degree he seems to be able to ignore; only using minimal medication for pain relief as needed. (161)

xi: The Promotion of Happiness through Engaged-Resistance


How is happiness promoted through engaged-resistance? (162)


We could say that the meeting of intentional objectives is its own reward in keeping with the nature of such objectivity.
 So, e.g., if I am thirsty, and reach out for a glass of water and drink the same, the meeting of this objective is its own reward. However, does the exercise of this simple intentional act have some form of valuational formation; i.e., value above and beyond its mere exercise and realization? Now, it could be argued, in reverse, that if I refused to drink for an extended period of time, and took no fluids within my person, that the consequence of such non-action would be an inevitable death. That, appreciated in a wider context, we can see valuational formation comes into existence through either the exercise and/or non-exercise of our intentional objectives. Through our very emplacement in this world as lived with-others all forms of intentional performance or non-performance have a potential effect that is actualized to some degree or other through such completion and/or non-completion. Even the simple act of drinking a glass of water does not escape this field of valuational formation. (163)


But, our very emplacement in this world as lived is also a form of displacement since all our intentional objectives cannot be met instantaneously. The ensuing trajectory of our existence is a continual process of de-displacement where we engage the world through a process of attempting to meet our intentional objectives be they as social aspirations and/or personal ambitions. The exercise of our intentional economy being an ongoing dialectical process of resolving, through negotiated arbitration, in the context of an overall aspirational economy, these intersecting dimensions of the inter-personal and personal. Bridging this eternal gap between displacement and de-displacement is best realized and overcome in and through an existential orientation; i.e., e.g., engaged-resistance. As our intentions cannot be instantaneously exercised then their current non-realization is experienced as a form of resistance. As our negotiated-arbitration is best exercised through an appreciation of our emplacement, i.e., as we are embodied, embedded before others and embanked in the environment of a world, it follows that taking such a relational perspective is the most efficient and effective way to engage this ongoing process of resolution, or, rather, these multiple paths of resolution before-others, with-others. That even these multiple pathways need to relationally exercised in the light of this existentially oriented relationship we bear to all of those relevant relationships that valuational import for us. Obviously, the more important relationships being given an existential precedence and priority in this regard. Our progress through such overall ongoing resolution demonstrating the existential manner, or otherwise, of our engaged-resistance with-others within this world as lived. Hence this concept of engaged-resistance. (164)


How might our better understanding of this concept of engage-resistance better promote ‘our’ happiness with-others, before-others? (165)

xi.a: Engaged-Resistance: ‘Autobiographical’ Sketch: Karen

The nom de plume that has been chosen for me is Karen. As a struggling single mother, Centrelink terrorised me over an ex-partner's debt.
 (166)

It all started when I began receiving calls from a debt collector, which I initially ignored. I knew I had no debt and that any request for personal details from a stranger was a cause for suspicion. But after some time, I gave in to the harassment – my curiosity got the better of me, and by then the calls were interrupting everything from work meetings to putting the children to bed. (167)

And that was how I discovered I had a Centrelink debt. Once inside, you line up to receive a seat at a computer terminal from which you are expected to use the government website to solve your problems yourself. (168)

I soon found out that to even ask the simplest question about a Centrelink debt requires you to throw yourself into a vortex of humiliating and frustrating bureaucratic procedures. Initially, I tried calling Centrelink during my lunch hour, but I would end up wandering the streets around work with the phone pressed to my ear, on hold, and be no further advanced in the phone queue by the end of the hour. (169)

Eventually, I took a day off work to go into a Centrelink office, and there I discovered the full extent of its armoury against personal contact. (170)

There is no link on the website through which you can explain that the debt they are chasing is your ex-partner's fine for non-lodgement of tax returns, as was the situation in my case. There is no box in any window to select for explaining that his failure to lodge his tax return in that final year together is why the Family Tax Benefit you claimed and filed a tax return for is now seen by Centrelink as fraud. (171)

During the undoing of a long-term relationship you let go of a lot of things. It can be the only way to survive. But I would also advise this – if you know a woman going through divorce, do whatever intervention it takes to keep her on top of finances. Because financial problems, particularly those involving an ex-partner, have a way of metastasizing.  (172)

Having gone as far as I could on the website, I eventually pressed the Centrelink employee and asked that I please be able to just speak to someone directly. I joined another queue. A different staff member saw me at a counter and, again, I relayed my story. Increasingly, I shed any dignity around discussing the details of my break-up and finances. (173)

Here, you have a three-minute window. You have to speak quickly. You have to speak loudly, so nothing is missed. There is no other way to put this, you sound nuts. You are literally announcing the wreckage of your life to a complete stranger in a room full of other strangers. (174)

In reply, it was suggested that perhaps the situation could be improved if I were to prove the relationship with my ex was truly over. Being de facto, the end of the relationship had no paperwork to speak on my behalf. I offered to give them my ex's contact details, but ironically, privacy legislation prevented them from contacting him about either his past relationship or his tax fine, both things I had just been forced to describe at volume to a room full of strangers. (175)

But this was still not enough, and the telephone calls returned. I don't receive any child support, and in spite of my tax returns being up to date I am now barred from receiving Family Tax Benefits (on account of this "tax fine", which also made me ineligible for getting a loan). I am less capable of getting my ex to lodge his tax returns now than when we were together. As a single parent, I raise my children entirely out of my own earnings. Now I was being threatened with having my wages held back to pay for the debt, and I feared my budget would fall to pieces. (176)

In the days leading up to Christmas I learned that the board had reviewed its decision, agreed an error had been made, and that my ex's fine would be cleared from my record. (177)

The debt recovery operation currently being run by Centrelink using data matching has the extraordinarily high error rate of one in five. I doubt any private enterprise would be allowed to get away with these error rates for debt collection. (178)

You would like to think that my story means at least the one in five errors are all being identified and eventually resolved, but it doesn't. Many of my fellow Centrelink "clients" will lack the assertiveness, confidence, energy and literacy I used to fight for my case. The errors in their debt will not be found. Money will be taken, wrongfully, from some of the very poorest people in this country. I guarantee you they are terrified. (179)

And anyway, my case isn't over. (180)

Days before publication of this piece I was contacted by Centrelink with a new notification of debt. I have been instructed to pay back the Family Tax Benefit we received in the year my ex didn't file his tax return. And so, it begins again.
 (181)

xi.b: Engaged-Resistance: Brief Biographical Commentary


Admittedly, I do not know this person, but, I do identify with their predicament. It is an indictment on our society that we have invented forms of interactive documentation (forms of various descriptions) that are contrary to the display of their announced intentions. This deconstruction of intent reminds me of an insight I tried to impart, in a humourous vein, to a newly trained doctor. (182)


This doctor was the admission officer for their hospital that night. I quipped that their real role was as ‘non-admission officer’ as they would turn away more people than the actual number that got admitted. This ‘insight’ can be applied across the board. So, e.g., forms to collect unemployment benefits are designed to discourage as many unemployed people from successfully applying. We see this effect in the autobiography of Freddie who working as an undocumented employee who was too busy working to attend multiple interviews that, from experience and word of mouth, bore very little chance of ever delivering regular employment (in either his field of expertise or otherwise). When you have rent to pay and food to buy those priorities take a lead from the simulated rituals our society, all societies, impose on its members, many of which are long beyond their used by date. We see this phenomenon at work in the screening of people claiming refugee status (which, from past experience, may successfully pass despite the long winded and onerous hoops and loups put in the path of such a person as they are asked to supply documentation that is often near impossible to find access to
). Are we to assume that Centrelink is deigned not so much to assist people as to put as many obstacles in their path that the number of successful applicant is then more a fraction of those that deserve such assistance? By such means making an ‘efficiency dividend’ at the expense of those who may truly be in need but not in a position to successfully run through the frustrations of this bureaucratic gauntlet. Despite the de-humanization of such social services (in this Department of Human Services within which Centrelink is a section), increasingly directed by computational algorithms, etc., we still find, thankfully, civil servants who struggle within to assist such applicants despite the proliferation of such ‘interactive documentation’ (often wrongly unleashed with the apparent intention to screen out a ‘rorting of the system’ when processes of ensuing compliance would be better employed to achieve this type of end [although the field of compliance is one of the first areas to be either improperly funded and/or de-funded]). (183)


But this woman’s predicament has gone beyond merely having to deal with this agency at the level of the shopfront. In an expression of her right to free speech in this democratic country she went public, under her own name, in an article published in the Sydney Morning Herald as noted in the Appendix D attached to this extended essay to which such criticism of this department has been met by an unprecedented release of private information in an apparent attempt to silence such future criticism. How this department thinks the correction of a few small details in this account can stem a public relations disaster of epic proportions then they are seriously out of touch with the spirit of the times where the public at large no longer wish to be treated as mere prospective ‘losers’ in contrast to a realm of so-called ‘winners’… On the contrary, this heavy handed, politically inspired form institutionalized coercion itself will only add to this ongoing public perception of how out of touch a government is when it uses the levers of power to gag members of the public. If this Department of so-called (In)Human Services (given its predilection for running computerized algorithms to often produce fraudulently claims of debt) were to release the number of claims that were inaccurate and the total that proved to be completely in error, they might make a more positive contribution to this much needed, heated debate. But their tardy non-release must speak for itself! In the world of private commerce, no organization would dare to send such an avalanche of such aggressive claims without some form of human screening. In the world of economic interaction there cannot be one rule for the government and one rule for private commerce if the ethical basis for both, in de-ontological expectations, should be the same! (184)


In the course of our interactions with others we should oversee a healthy balance between the de-ontological and pragmatical dimensions of our existence. Unfortunately, in this ideological era of rampant neo-liberalism, this necessary semblance of balance is overlooked in a rush to balance a bottom line that would be better balanced if such neo-liberally policy settings were counteracted and reversed in an environment where the world truly goes around… only through our mutual assistance of each other… since we cannot do anything beyond ‘breathing and walking’ without the necessary existence of others. The unhealthy preoccupation with the mere promotion of self-reliance, in a praising of the so-called ‘winners’ or ‘lifters’, is a fantastic illusion disseminated by people who should know better, should not be giving their unqualified assent to such nonsense. Such ‘silence’ can only enable demagogic populists to takeover and, then, run metaphorically amok and ruin our lives as they erratically promise what can never be delivered… Without all of us existentially engaging the other, in all their forms, in our helping each other, only then can we arrive at a successfully negotiated arbitration of the more important imperatives that underlie our overall world of personal ambitions and social aspirations…. In effect, through ‘our’ working through such engaged-resilience…. (185)

xii: The Promotion of Vocational Happiness


Without a doubt one of the most important contributions to an overall sense of happiness is the positive establishment of a sense of identity through our work; be our vocation as a rocket scientist or the person with the humble profession of cleaner. Whatever the nature of our work the person must find an adequate level of recompense in order not to have to work, through necessity, in a second job as well… unless so elected. The basic needs of the person are sufficient food and drink, adequate accommodation, reasonable protection from the extremes of weather. People also need an array of relationships where they find themselves valued if not loved. If people have to spend all their time and energy on the former, then they have little time left to realize the latter. Our vocations should be able to help us to achieve this balance; between work, love and play; rather than undermining the very existence of such an equilibrium. When an ongoing, harmonious balance between our basic needs and our relationships is arrived at then happiness should naturally emerge, but, how this might emerge is still dependent on the disposition of that person and the dispositions of those people with whom they find themselves more intimately related. (186) 


This concept is also transposable to the non-employed, the under-employed and/or retired. In this regard, vocational happiness could be re-nominated as an objective happiness or a goal-directed happiness; or some other term that captures this sense of an intentionally directed form of goal-setting. (187)


That the fundamental mechanism underlying vocational happiness is the successful meeting of our positively judged intentional objectives and/or the successful non-meeting of our negatively judged intentional objectives. By ‘positively judged’ we can infer either subjectively and/or inter-subjectively ascertained forms of valuational judgment that are regarded to have been suitable enriched through such engagement and/or non-engagement. E.g., I am hungry, and, find something nice to eat. Or, e.g., in my workplace I prefer not to have to meet a certain person X, and, today, in reflection, am pleased to note that I did not have to engage with this very rude and unpleasant person. Or, e.g., I have enrolled in a certain university course, and, hope to complete the same. That, in completing this intentional objective, I experienced a certain pride and happiness that the goal of my educational endeavours has now, finally, been successfully achieved, etc. (188)


Our education is the most important ingredient in this quest for a vocation. Although our overall education should not be solely for the purposes of mere employment, still, without the same, no one would employ us other than as slaves or worse. Suffice to say that our education should serve us well and that we should seek to be well-educated in order to achieve such a goal as the best form of employment possible for the person who we are, who we become. To some extent, then, there should be some form of an alignment between our education and the type of employment we aspire to and find in the course of our employment history (along with a healthy alignment between our thoughts and feeling in regards to these same issues). However, it must be a fact that few people ever fully realize their vocational ambitions whilst, at the same time, it must also be a fact that few people know exactly what they would like to do in that regard other than have some broad idea of what might be possible for them. Perhaps, that is just as well since everyone harbours ideas about themselves that to some extent will be at variance with the reality and range of their potentiality. But, then again, maybe few people are ever able to realize their full potential in that same regard. That, in all of this, we can see employment as a vexed field of negotiated arbitration between the possibilities expressed by the individual in the social context of what possibilities become available to them. A problem of informational mixing and matching on an extraordinary scale. However, a solution to this problem is ever needs to be realized, but, one that may leave a lot to be desired. Still, having employment is itself a value that many people are happy to have arrived at despite their ideas on what vocations they would rather have sought or might seek. For most people, this compromise is one they are happy to settle for, if only for the foreseeable future, and, no doubt, any improvements in recompense would be gratefully received. In the obverse, any reductions in the payment for their services is not a recipe for job satisfaction and the good will that flows from the same. To be working one day, e.g., on certain penalty rates and then the next week to have them reduced, without any other positive form of trade off, is a prime example of neo-liberalism at its finest where the so-called ‘better lifters’ get to be better ‘screw’ the not so vocationally well off (given that this blatant injustice deserves to be so bluntly expressed!). Given that in Australia business profits are generally rising in a healthy manner whilst wages have now suffered a slight decline for the first time for some time, and appear to continue to do so, this recommendation by the so-called Orwellian title of the Fair Work Commission should be seen for what it is, namely, an ideological piece of employer nonsense (that obviously privileges employers over employees. Where are the unions when such workers need them?). The legislative enshrinement of this decision will also do nothing to promote wage equality between women and men, indeed, will contribute to quite the reverse (given that more women are employed on a casual basis). Then, to promote such a decision on the grounds that the current industrial landscape is not being fully complied with is an absolute insult directed at both the public and the government; especially the latter since they should be ensuring compliance in the first place. Another version of trickle down economics. Cut wages and their might be more employment (in the weekends, e.g.). There might be more employment but will it put more money into the immediate economy or less? And if weekends are no longer sacred then Parliament, too, should sit every day during its terms of assembled activity! As I have noted, and stressed, we need a healthy balance between our vocations and relationships, and, the expedition of our vocations should contribute to our sense of self-worth and not rob us of the same; diminish us in the sense of being a person who is not only work for themselves but also for others, v.v! (189)


On the neo-liberal landscape of so-called ‘lifters’ and ‘leaners’, in truth, we find only a few ‘winners’, a lot of ‘losers’ and a mass of people in between who suffer indirectly, to varying degrees, through the loss of those losers. Many people would prefer an existentially oriented world where people do the right thing to the best of their ability since it is only through such compactual and contractual cooperation and collaboration can the world go around, can truly go around at all. Governments have all too often repeated, or, rather, parroted the mantra ‘that privatization is good for the economy’ since, in theory, there is the mistaken belief that such a practice, through mere competition, will promote broader, transparent, innovative and better adapted responses more in tune with market needs. But an evidence based appreciation of such transitions all too often reveal a transformation where the market will very quickly cherry pick those segments of the market where the quickest and/or greatest profit can be garnered. Without the right standards, quality controls and effective processes of compliance much of that profit will be gouged in a scurrilous manner if not in a fraudulent fashion always at the public expense. The creation of VET (Vocational and Educational Training schemes) was proposed by John Howards just before the election in which he lost his seat and government. It was later rolled out by the Australian Labor government under Rudd in 2009, and, further promoted under the Coalition from 2014. Here we have a classic example of how the market really operates given its introduction to such lucrative opportunities. Ideally, it was meant to complement the system of TAFE which had been turning out quality, but traditional, vocational education for decades, indeed, for over a century. However, through cherry picking of courses within the confines of major cities, whilst neglecting more rural based centers, it emptied TAFE centers even when similar courses on offer in a VET scheme were more expensive; being taken up as a result of vigorous, over-zealous marketing.
 (190)


Let me illustrate these marketing forces at work in the ‘autobiography of Lilly who worked for a certain VET. For one year, it was this person’s job to advise students enrolled at one of the many Australian private training colleges rorting the government and plunging thousands into severe debt. She was at the center of one of the biggest blunders in government in recent years - the VET FEE-HELP affair.
 (191)

xii: The Promotion of Vocational Happiness: ‘Autobiographical’ Sketch: Lilly


My nom de plume is Lilly. I am not stating my age. I worked for a certain VET scheme and, by telephone, helped students to access their online courses. More often than not I was the only person from this college these students would have contact with. Many of these students had been targeted by agents who would stand outside Centrelink offices or train stations in order to find and sign up recruits for this establishment. Often in low-income areas. On many occasions, the students would tell me that they had been told that they would never have to repay such course fees because they would never pass the income test even though these loans, from the government, are permanently attached to their name. Of the one thousand or so students I spoke with many did not realize that they 

had signed up to courses costing them around $20,000 or even, on some occasions, how the college had got their details. The VET FEE-Help scheme
 is modelled on the HECS-HELP scheme for university students – the students would have to pay the amount owing, plus a 20 percent loan fee, once they earned more than $54,000 per annum. It was hoped that such schemes would lead to more students doing vocational training and this would help solve the big problem of the time, namely, skills shortage. (192)

It was also argued that such schemes would be transparently exercised, be good value for money, find a form of quality control through their competition with each other; in their competing for students where students would expertly follow reviews and note and evaluate price signals, etc. But, reality does not conform to its simplistic envisioning. Students have little access to critical forms of appreciation given the avalanche of the dissemination of such propaganda in support of these schemes being unleashed by those very schemes themselves, etc. (193)


Such schemes had no cap on the price of those fees being charged for those courses in contrast with the tertiary sector where a cap, generally, is in place. In 2012 the Government gave $325 million of tax payers’ money in support of such schemes but $3 billion in 2014, and, no doubt, this figure continues to grow in 2017. As an inducement to get potential students to sign free computers were given. (194)


In practice, part of my role was to telephone these students in order to ascertain their suitability for participating in these courses. Often, I would hear these agents, who had signed them up, coaching them as to what they should say when questioned by myself. Sometimes they would ring back later and state that they had felt harassed by these agents, and, as they were now gone, could they withdraw their applications. (195)


All in all, not a very pleasant job given that I, too, was pressured to persist with these applications and not deem them as inappropriate. (196)

xii.b: The Promotion of Vocational Happiness: Brief Biographical Commentary


I have not met ‘Lilly’ but she reports that it was her job, ostensibly, to filter out students who should not have been enrolled, but, that she was sandwiched between the agents who made money out of each enrolment, and, her bosses who were making money out of the same enrollments. Her complaints, when made, were sidelined. The incentive of a commission was distorting these schemes from one side, and, the incentive to make huge profits by these companies was completely distorting it from the other side. Lilly tells us that some students could not even spell the name of the courses they were going to study. Of the one thousand or so applicants she processed, she reckoned only about thirty were properly studying. Indeed, course completion rates were often as low as 2 percent of enrollments. Surely, such statistics should have set off alarm bells in Government and it is a damming indictment that due and diligent oversight was not properly instituted by the ministers responsible for this portfolio. Or, perhaps, it is an indication that ideological pressures of the major neo-liberal discourse blinded all parties (other than those insightful players keen to make such a swift profit at the expense of both the public purse and the vocational training of those now well-indebted students often subjected to such a poor quality of training).  (197)


By 2016 the Australian Skills Quality Authority (ASQA) had de-registered about 10 percent of these schemes although that left around 4,600 such organizations engaged in such vocational training. Such a large number must present a problem for the pursuit of active compliance. Some changes have been made. E.g., inducements like computers can now no longer be offered. Then, the ACCC corporate watchdog, no doubt already stretched in its overall field of compliance, has taken some of these companies to court in the hope of clawing back some of these monies so fraudulently and so easily obtained. It is estimated that about 4 billion dollars (including HECS debts) will be written off over time.
 (198)


A number of solutions have been proposed by various parties to (re-)normalize this new form of education delivery. Some solutions being more obvious than others. I cite the following, from The Conversation, as a succinct summary of what needs to be enacted in this regard.
 To a large extent, such proposals are what I would believe to be entailed under the heading of a ‘reversal of neo-liberally oriented policy settings’ and instrumental in a restoration of equity (through a reversal of mis-equity, i.e., inequity, dis-equity and non-equity). In essence, a systematic reconstruction of expectational standards, and, a serious approach towards ensuring that an effective degree of compliance with the same is suitably overseen. (199)

The standard answer
 is better regulation, but there are huge doubts as to whether this could work. This is not just because of the huge number of private providers, whose business models are so complex that regulators will always struggle to keep up.

Education is what economists call an “experience good” – meaning it’s impossible to judge the value of a course of study until you’ve completed it and tried to use it to get a job or undertake further study. That’s why, in a fast-changing marketplace fuelled by taxpayer subsidies, trying to regulate by giving more information to students will not work.

The VET FEE-HELP scheme means that courses are “buy now, pay later”, which makes it easier for unscrupulous operators to sell students courses that are low-value or useless. For young students who are eager to find work, it is easy to take at face value the promises made by private training organisations and realise too late that they have made a mistake.

In order to reverse this trend there must be a minimum hours requirement to stop year-long courses being completed in just a few weeks, providers should not be allowed to sub-contract training to unregistered third parties, who are effectively out of reach of regulators, and more scrutiny is needed of how for-profit training organisations are marketing themselves to potential students.

We also need to recognise that the public sector, through TAFE, should remain at the heart of vocational training and that it needs support to remain a sustainable provider of high-quality, trusted vocational qualifications. Where private providers have lagged, TAFEs continue to service the needs of students from disadvantaged backgrounds (including those in regional areas), and are more likely to offer higher-cost courses in skills-shortage areas.

TAFEs just can’t fairly compete with private providers who can choose to offer only profitable training courses and to educate only students of their choice - usually those who can pay high fees and from relative advantage. Some recognition of this public role of TAFEs needs to be built into the funding system.

A cap on the funding available to private operators would give TAFEs some certainty about their operations and ensure they remain the custodians of high-quality vocational training.

If a more sustainable funding model for TAFE is not found, then it is very likely that public confidence in the entire system of vocational qualifications will be fatally eroded, robbing future generations of a chance to improve their skills and find quality jobs.

We need to recognise that the rhetoric of privatisation has not matched reality, and work out how to shift to a system that reliably delivers what students expect – a high-quality course at a fair price. (200)


It is obvious that this over zealous, neo-liberal desire to privatize vocational training in Australia has been both a failure and a tremendous waste of resources. In the past, the Coalition has been very quick to criticize Labor for the rapid uptake of the scheme for the installation of pink bat insulation as a quick, positive response to the Global Financial Crisis. Admittedly, no one has directly died from the implementation of a VET scheme, however, the financial burden imposed upon such students has yet to be fully calculated in both financial and non-financial terms of reference.
 Then, the unintended, or intended, consequence of this form of adventurism has been the gutting of the TAFE system and a vast reduction in the quality education that had been delivered through such an institution.
 For years to come, Australia will be picking up the pieces of such an educational disaster. In this regard, the Coalition has a lot more to answer for. Moreover, it seems apparent to myself, that such lessons have not yet been fully learnt. Government still seems obsessed with merely ‘reforming’ superficial aspects of this system currently in play when an approach that insists on a full and thorough compliance with expected standards along with a restoration of TAFE is being desperately called for… and nothing less! (201)


As noted, our vocational fulfilment or non-fulfilment seriously contributes, respectively, to our overall happiness or unhappiness experienced in life. The social world is considerably constructed in a contractual space and without money, usually earned through the labours of our vocations, we automatically become excluded from our being able to engage with others in socializing spaces ‘let-out’ of this contractual world; in their near obligatory contractual terms of reference. You want to have a coffee with a friend someone has to pay for it. Although some coffee shops run a compactual scheme where patrons can subsidize the coffees of the less fortunate. In the main, though, without money you will be left, more or less, completely outside this contractual sphere. Such a simple example as this illustrates how the individual in society also needs to enter contractually into forms of engagement with others, and, that pursuit of our vocations or other forms of recompense are necessary for us to be able to do this. I would also add that a healthy balance between the contractual and the compactual should also be present in order to promote the instantiation and fostering of happiness and a converse diminishment of unhappiness; be that exercised directly and/or indirectly in the expedition of this association with our personal ambitions (usually set by us) and interpersonal aspirations (usually set by others). (202)

Reaching a Conclusion?


What is this phenomenon of happiness, and, how is it best initiated and better promoted?? (203)

I started this disquisition with the observation that, in philosophical and non-philosophical discourses, we have two versions or visions of happiness, namely, respectively, a psychological state on a spectrum from contentment to elation versus a state of personal-interpersonal well-being or flourishing. I would argue that this distinction can be overcome in and through our recognition, to put it crudely, that our personal psychological happiness is best arrived at through our interpersonal social happiness, and v.v. That, furthermore, even though we can either view the happiness of the person qua person or the happiness of the person qua their emplacement through their embeddedness before others, at the end of the day this distinction cannot be entertained except both relatively and non-absolutely; i.e., that to suitably appreciate either we must also fall back on the other. So, e.g., a person might say they are feeling happy and we could ask them why with the expectation that some external reason would be supplied. That they had just won Lotto or some other lottery, e.g., or, that they had finally and successfully completed their university studies, or, that the initial positive result in their recent breast examination for cancer has been completely overturned through the negative results of a biopsy, etc. Of course, it is quite possible for a person to just be elated for no obvious reason, however, such happiness would be eventually impinged upon by any form of disharmony being experienced in their part of this world as lived should it be present. Such an argument demonstrates that this distinction between a psychological state of happiness and the social conditions for such enjoyment cannot be absolutely upheld. You may well be happy because there are no social conditions being experienced that would undermine that psychological state of affairs, and, at the same time, you are at peace with the world within your own sense/s of self and this is reflected in your current state of happiness; be that on a continuous or discontinuous spectrum from contentment to elation, and, that this is further expressed through the suitable harmonization of your social relations as currently engaged. That, in essence, we cannot absolutely and non-relatively disentangle personal and interpersonal inputs to this overall experience of harmonization that results in this lived-experience of happiness, be that in a form from contentment to elation. (204)


Let me examine this proposition that all personal happiness has an interpersonal dimension (and thence this necessary connection between the psychological and the social, and v.v.). (205)


Say it’s a hot afternoon, it’s some hours after I have eaten, and, I am passing a new ice cream shop offering an introductory scoop of ice cream for a reduced price of $3. I look at their mouth-watering array of flavours and decide to try one. I pay my $3 and get to sample this choice I have made. It is delicious. It is a welcome refreshment and I am happy with my choice and the fact that I am now no longer so hungry, if only for a short while. In effect, if I were already happy, I have augmented this state of happiness. Or, if I were neither happy nor unhappy, I may well have initiated a short period of happiness (although some might dismiss that as merely a ‘sugar hit’). Or, if I were somewhat miserable, for whatever reason, I may have lessened that state of unhappiness if only for a very short period in time. Can I say that I was the only one instrumental in this relative promotion of my happiness? It is true that I decided to buy and eat this ice cream and had the money to do so. On the other hand, without the ice cream seller, I could only have envisaged an ice cream in virtual terms of reference, i.e., in a manner that would not have experienced the full complement of modalities that we would normally associate with the phenomenal-phenomenological experience of eating a delicious ice cream. E.g., in a dream we might dream of eating a delicious ice cream but such an experience would not satisfactorily satisfy my pangs of hunger if I were to be hungry, etc. So, in this thought experiment of the simple act of enjoying an ice cream, we find an intersubjective, interpersonal aspect that cannot be escaped that implies directly and/or indirectly an intersubjective aspect is ever present in any personally orchestrated act that promotes the relative level of one’s overall happiness (or reduces the relative level of unhappiness if it were the case that I was relatively unhappy but found this level of unhappiness reduced through the enjoyment of eating a delicious ice cream). (206)


The extrapolated moral of this thought experiment is this: the pre-conditions, conditions and/or post-conditions of a psychological state of promoted happiness cannot escape pre-conditions, conditions and/or post-conditions that are interpersonal in orientation as well, and, therefore, should not be overlooked in our examination of the promotion of personal happiness. Furthermore, given the necessary reciprocity at the core of all relationships, it also follows that the inter-personal promotion of happiness must also proceed through the personal, and v.v. So, e.g., my buying of this ice cream meant that this newly opened shop made a sale, and, in the hope of successfully vending its ice cream, through the reiteration of this phenomenon, would then be able to continue as a viable venture and, therein and thereafter, through the meeting of wages, disbursement of profits, payment of costs incurred, etc., support all those instrumental in bringing this ice cream shop into a form of successfully sustained existence.
 That, as already noted in this disquisition, the intentional realization of positive objectives can also be experienced as a form of happiness (be that on a continuous and/or discontinuous
 spectrum from major anxieties, minor anxieties, neutrality, contentment to elation
). (207)


Obviously, given that our insightful appreciation that happiness, e.g., is realized through an amalgam of the subjective and inter-subjective, it follows that all forms of intentional enaction must be co-authored in a similar fashion and specifically constituted, in the light of their apparent intentional constitution, in similar subjective-inter-subjectively constituted terms of reference. So much, therefore, for those superficial neo-liberal ideas that only individuals are absolutely responsible for individually authored acts of enaction. In truth, all intentional enaction is co-authored although, I must add, with varying degrees of subjective and inter-subjective input. Of course, this recognition of co-authorship, to varying degrees, does not imply an abrogation of either personal responsibility nor communally oriented responsibility as well. That, in this world as lived, social genres of behavior, etc., assist us in this process of intentional enaction and also generally divide up how personal-interpersonal responsibility should also be apportioned, executed, appreciated, critically transformed, etc., etc. (208)


I am arguing here that the psychological focus on happiness and the sociological focus on happiness as a form of living well with others are intimately connected, indeed, two sides of the same coin (pre-conditionally, conditionally and post-conditionally). However, if that were the case, how might we account for the philosophical problem of the ‘happy hermit’? Is it possible to be happy without reference to others? Pre-conditionally we would need to argue that our hermit is socially well-adjusted. Conditionally, that they have preserved such good social adjustment. Then, post-conditionally, they act as if they have still preserved this beneficial social adjustment (and are relatively non-socially maladjusted
). Furthermore, we could also argue, in a virtual space, that the hermit’s self-appreciation of their own beneficial social adjustment would be as if they were able to appreciate the same from this virtual point of others. They would observe that, yes, despite such solitude, I am happy and that such happiness could be observed by others given their happiness of their current disposition. As they see themselves smiling to themselves, find themselves going about their chores in their hermitage with a spirit of contentment and/or elation, etc.
 (209)


In this disquisition, I have tried to adopt a relatively systematic perspective on this topic by invoking the presence of a uniform phenomenon; albeit on some form of a provisional continuous/discontinuous spectrum situated in a place of engagement between the psychological and the sociological dimensions of lived-experience. I have also suggested that an insight into the phenomenology of this relatively uniform phenomenon, despite its specific nature of its personal-interpersonal instantiations, to include the twelve observations made in the course of its exposition, namely, the important roles of recognition; positive simulation; infectious co-dissemination; pro-creativity; collaboration; broad relational recognition; positive criticism; positive affective iteration; positive cognitive iteration; positive re-(e)valuation; engaged resistance; and, vocational contentment. No doubt any reader could form their own list that might or might not include these same facets as explored. However, it would be my belief that this overall phenomenon of happiness, being recognized in and through such language, e.g., would suggest that much overlap would occur between such lists. Indeed, we might well be able to argue that if our appreciation has an acceptable degree of phenomenological truthfulness that we would then be able to also demonstrate how these viable features in this phenomenon are also interlinked, inter-transposable and deeper expressions of this same phenomenon itself. Hence the implicit systematization postulated behind the apparent complexity of this phenomenon in which we must first wade through such shallow waters of our conventional understandings in order to come to the deeper waters of its phenomenological reality. Let me explore the possibilities of this postulation of a hypothetical transposition being argued behind, say, the twelve elements on this list of recognition, etc., albeit from the tentative perspective of these provisional shallows. (210)


Underlying this exposition is the implicit understanding that happiness is the result of a certain suitable degree of ongoing harmonization. If we were in great pain or feeling extremely anxious, we would most likely not be feeling happy. Equally, if we were having our characters denigrated in public or having our lives threatened, again, we would most likely not be feeling happy. But, on the contrary, if all was proceeding smoothly in our lives there might well be the expectation that we would then be feeling happy. However, happiness is a state of affairs that cannot be reduced merely to a lack of negative features and/or the mere presence of positive features. Somehow our overcoming of the former and/or an integrated overcoming of the latter is the basis for the arising of this phenomenon? If everything were to proceed well in our lives but our lives were reduced to an unchanging routine we may well then experience boredom on a grand scale rather than happiness, and, so, this is where this concept of harmonized integration of lived-experience needs to be introduced in order to circumvent such a potential objection, namely, that happiness is directly related to our merely experiencing happiness-inducing events. We all, normally, like to eat, and, eat delicious, savory, succulent, especially seasoned and sweetly prepared foods. But, no one would want to live in the situation of a twenty-four hour banquet, day in and day out. Please, Sir, for your delectation, try another dozen oysters… I am sure you will enjoy them even more than the last six dozen you have just savoured… (211)


But, then, how do we account for the philosophical problem of ‘chemically induced happiness’ (without the apparent need for an inter-subjective dimension)? As if like vitamins, certain notorious drugs are nominally reduced to mere letters of the alphabet.
 And why take one, why not string together a series of letters to make a word for this specific drug combination? Surely, such drug induced elation or euphoria does not stand in need of (this hypothesis of a necessary facet of) an inter-subjective aspect? But, in this imputed non-requirement we can be wrong. In a non-harmoniously oriented social environment, with a lack of good social support, some drug induced experiences can take on an adverse psychological dimension; i.e., e.g., the so-called ‘bad trip’. Then, the fact that mood altering drugs are usually taken in a social setting would suggest that a considerable component of their perception for mood alteration stems from this inter-subjective appreciation rather than mere subjective self-perception. ‘Good’ experiences are ‘better’ when shared with others and specially with others having the same good experiences being mutually and collectively re-evaluated as ‘better’. An objection might be raised that some addictive drugs are iteratively ingested outside a social setting even if introduced initially in a social setting. But, again, we could invoke an observation that such ingestion can then allow the person to interact with others in a more enjoyable context whose pleasantness/non-pleasantness would be absent if it were not for the fact of such ingestion given the discomfort of their addiction when their drug or drugs of choice are absent. The user might say that they feel ‘down’ and less able to deal with others, but, that by further ingestion, they are then in a position to more positively interact with others. In a provisional resolution of this conundrum let us merely take the position that an interpersonal dimension is ever present through the self-perception of the individual ever taking an inter-subjective sense of self-repositioning even if only in virtual terms of reference (in the immediate absence of our direct interaction with others). So, in this light, all forms of self-reporting can never completely escape this charge of the necessary presence, virtual or otherwise, of this inter-subjective dimension in the emission of such self-oriented self-reports.
 (212)


Given this underlying imputation of a unitary phenomenon, predicated on harmonic processes of resolution, can we demonstrate this inferred transposition or transition between such conventionally isolated features like positive affective iteration, positive cognitive iteration, positive recognition, vocational success; the successful meeting of our intentional objectives be they vocational or otherwise, etc? Or, can we approach this topic of the phenomenological nature of this phenomenon of happiness, in all its variety of happinesses, from the perspective of trying to appreciate what is positive about this distinction of the ‘positive’ versus the ‘negative’; i.e., that which promotes the instantiation of happiness versus that which appears to inhibit, prevent or reverse the promotion of happiness? In this latter objective, I believe we can make some quick progress by noting that the positivity of the positive is best understood through an existential lens. I.e., ‘positivity’ is realized when an existential excess or surplus is realized, or, more correctly, when a considerable existential excess or surplus is experientially obtained (since any form of intentional treatment will realized a greater degree of valuational output, if only marginally, over input
). A positive meta-complexion being noted, in qualitative terms, when we find such a valuational excess that assists the functions of that relationship in question; i.e., further promotes the amplification of this positive meta-complexion or colour of that relationship. So, if the colour of a relationship is ‘happy’, then a positive existential complexion and surplus would, under normal circumstances, further promote and amplify such positivity, i.e., in this instance its ‘net or apparent additional degree of happiness’.
 (213)


In this disquisition twelve headings were noted as generally contributing to happiness. Individually or collectively we can see their positivity contributing to overall experiential form of positivity, and, whose interactive promotion would also, hopefully, promote this propensity or disposition for the induction of a greater degree of happiness. Conceived in a positively oriented frame of reference, these twelve headings noted were:  recognition, simulation, infectiousness, pro-creativeness, cooperation, personalization, criticism, affectivization, cognitivization, re-(e)valuation, resistance (or resilience) and vocational/goal-setting. (214)


What these positive headings have in common is the promotion of the relationship in question, the associated promotion of the valuational formation realized through such enacted interaction, and, the distinctive process of resolution exercised through the course of the intentional exercise of such intentional motivation. In essence, nothing other than the existentialization of the relationship in question through the promotion of the experiential realization of the valuation complexion that ensues from such relationally oriented engagement. In other words, the greater positive realization of an amplified valuational formation is realized through the existentialization of that relationship through the positive promotion of that relationship in question. That ‘greater degree and variety of integrated happiness’ being indicative of this process of existentialization; be that exercise wittingly and/or unwittingly enacted. To better understand the existential depths of happiness let me now examine this existential dimension and its exercise of a pro-relational stance in the amplified enrichment of that valuational formation. (215)


Democracies stand in need of serious reform, on many fronts, and their effective removal from the adverse influences of the major discourse framed in a variety of neo-liberal ideological positions. In my opinion, this ideological mindset is best critiqued from taking an existential attitude to the rampant individualism embedded at the center of this type of discourse. In realizing this form of motivation and rectification we need to ‘put flesh on facts’ in order to personally experience, albeit virtually (if not non-virtually), the relentless adversity being imposed, directly or indirectly, on the majority of our populations to varying degrees throughout forms of contemporary government; be they democratic or non-democratic in orientation. Then, better motivated, we need to philosophically see how this state of mis-equity, as this relentless promotion of negative equity,
 can be halted and reversed. By taking an existential stance, through taking a pro-relational sense of re-positioning, we can them invest such motivation, through ‘putting the motion back in emotion’, by passively and actively observing just what needs to be done in order to reverse these adverse trends in negative equity, etc. Hence our concern with understanding this existential dimension and how our existential observance of this world as lived can be better engaged through such existentially re-directed re-engagement! (216)


How might I conclude? Let me say, in essence, happiness can be better arrived at through a re-normalization of our relationships and through a re-actualization of their potential for positive forms of re-(e)valuation. Effectively, this form of transformation can be suitably enacted merely through an existentialization of the relationship/s
 in question in and through the self-privileging of that relational-complex. In a similar manner, elsewhere, I have argued that we either deconstruct a relatively major discourse and then successfully replace it with the transformation of a relatively minor, competing discourse, or, we do this merely through a one stage process wherein a suitable process of existentialization, effectively, is self-enacted. Through this process of self-existentialization the relational complex engages simultaneously both roles of re-normalization and re-actualization of its potential.  Therein, both the negative role of re-normalization, through a reversal or turning around of what is relatively adverse or perverse, and, the role of actualization of that potential of that relational-complex to find suitable forms of self-enrichment, are, together, continually advanced both simultaneously and incrementally. I.e., through a suitable process of self-hamonization, through its own self-re-direction, and, as a result, is now more able to better reach an actual actualization of its potential through an amplification of valuational formation in keeping with the very nature of that relational-complex itself; as it finds itself ‘sited’ in that expression of its own relational-situatedness.
 This apparent semblance of self-re-direction is arrived at through the natural privileging of that emplaced relationship of itself over itself. Existentially, ‘wholes are greater than the sum of their parts’ and this existential excess acts as an existential surplus capable of both re-normalization and re-actualization in one existentially self-directed manoeuvre of apparent self-directed re-direction.
 But, let me put this in less philosophically precise terms of reference; without utilizing a transcendental language that invokes an existential dimension as a self-critical locus for such self-re-directed re-(e)valuational re-formation/reformation, etc. (217)


If people have no love for another party, they cannot also hate them at the same time. In effect, through the perception or misperception by one or more participants in that relationship that such prior affection is being thwarted by some perceived means or other by one or more of the participants in that relationship. Such perception or mis-perception indicating, first, a differential difference between the parties, and, second, some form of a reversal of that excess in psychic attraction (or repulsion), and, third, a mutual basis upon such reversals can be exhibited and experienced by one or other parties in that relevant relationship. The indifferent person cannot hate. The intensity of hate can only arise through an apparent thwarting of non-mutual affection. Of course, in a love that is without conditions, in its non-conditional expression, such affection cannot be thwarted by the party exercising such unconditional love. However, in the expression and reception of hate, such an attitude can become a habit, for one or more parties, and, then, through habit can become an ingrained attitude whose ‘mutual’ exercise can only diminish the natural enrichment already present, that remains, in that relationship in question. So, e.g., people in a bitter argument need to be reminded of this observation. They can only love to hate each other. They already live in a mutual world with basically shared similarities and where perceived differences are no longer being so successful resolved in an ongoing process of relational harmonization. Such harmony must have once been present. Indeed, it must still present. If just behooves such disputants, should they so choose, to work through their differences as valuable points to again ‘spark’ that relationship and add a ‘sparkle’ and lustre to it rather than let it consume itself in a fire of hate or left to merely smoulder in a state of unresolved non-resolution. As I have argued elsewhere, too much or too little dissonance, consonance and/or resolution is ultimately fatal to the lived expression of that relationship. Differences need to be accommodated upon a basis of consonance mediated by ongoing resolution. But, as just noted, not in some form of perfect resolution because complete resolution of our differences is just as fatal as unresolved differences or having no sense of a difference whatsoever. So, in the loving relationship, it behooves its participants to enter into processes of ongoing resolution, increment by increment; to look for differences if few are found; and, to look for shared similarities if dissimilarity is too much the dissonant flavor of the moment… (218)


By such a strategy of existentially privileging the relationship, i.e., through an ongoing balance of its relational features that are characterized as relatively consonant, dissonant and resolved… it is to be hoped that that relationship is both negatively re-normalized and positively re-actualized in such a manner so as find the natural bubbling emergence of an intrinsic-like happiness central to each and every one of our relationships when engaged in such an existential manner… even, hopefully, in those relationships where the other participants might move more through relatively inauthentic patterns of behavioral response. In attempting to better understand this existential perspective, in the next section of this extended essay, let me proffer my phenomenological examination of its phenomenal expression in and through an existential economy.
 (219)

Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy

Through Engaging its Malcontents

And Promoting its Progressive Proponents
6.    The Existential Dimension


An existentialist, in the framework of the philosophy of this extended essay, is a person who should observe the existential dimension as we find ourselves emplaced before-others. In this they ‘observe’ the relational dimension of our relationships in both a passive and active sense. Existential engagement is an existentially oriented encountered-recognition/recognized-encounter of what it means to be emplaced before-others. Emplacement entails a full account of our embodiment/s, embeddedness/es with others, and, our embankment/s in this inescapable environment of a world as lived. Emplacement also recognizes displacement (because the world is progressively engaged through being non-obtainable in instantaneous intentional terms of reference
), and, a progressive (meeting of our objectives therein entails a) de-displacement of our being-with others, before-others to that extent such ‘displacement’, itself, is displaced. To ‘observe’ this necessitates a recognition of what needs to be done and the enaction of such endeavours, as found recognized, in order to oversee and encounter such existentially oriented progress. Such ‘progress’ is ‘positive’ when the relationship in question is found enriched through such engagement. But, as all relationships are engendered and engaged through ongoing forms of relational resolution it follows that such harmonic enrichment must also be progressively ongoing. Therefore, ‘existential attunement’ can only be realized through progressive engagement and in such a manner that we find ourselves operating on the behalf of our relational interaction with that (overall) relationships in question as we find ourselves therein emplaced. The modal complexity and intensity of such engagement obviously will reflect those relationships that we find both more ‘valuable’ and in which we find a greater sense of valuational identity, function and value. (220)


Whereas, a few years ago, I would have declared this existential complexion in an engaged relationship to lead to a positive enhancement in value formation I now perceive such a process to also be an investment in identity-formation and in a broad concept I have nominated as functional-formation, i.e., the refinement of genres that further enhance the existential interactivity of our engagement with others. Identity-formation being perceived by myself to be more allied with (a differential appreciation of positively oriented) phenomenal-phenomenological considerations (in valuational amplification), and, functional-formation being perceived by myself to be more allied with hermeneutical considerations. The third leg of this triad being value formation which is perceived by myself to be more allied with existential considerations (in what I have termed elsewhere in a ‘non-systematic sense’ versus a more ‘systematic sense’ (where our approach is towards the overall valuational formation of all outputs to that extent they are greater than the mere sum of their input/s). Therefore, in this nomenclature, valuational formation is equal to the emergent sum of identity-formation, functional-formation, and, value formation. (221)


In this world as lived we are who we are, but, also who we are before-others. You might enjoy the game of tennis. You may enjoy playing the game of tennis. If you are right-handed and break your right arm then you are no longer a tennis player until yo can use your right arm once again. You might be able to use your left hand, or, simulate a game of tennis on a computer screen, still, for the moment at least, you can no longer play a serious game of real tennis. Does this now make you no longer a tennis player? Perhaps, before this injury, your vocation was as a professional tennis player and now, until you can successfully return to your profession, you are no longer a professional tennis player. Identity formation, in the course of its function, straddles these worlds of the non-virtual and the virtual. So, for the moment you like tennis, were a professional player, can still play a virtual game of tennis but no longer are you able now to compete as a professional player. What does this change of state do for your sense of self-identification? This question exposes a degree of complexity that indicates that an appreciation of one’s own sense of identity will be different for different people despite a similarity of situatedness. Moreover, your identity will be seen differently by different people. If a person were an avid tennis watcher and was a fan of this professional player then they will probably see this person as forever a tennis player, indeed, as a very good exponent of this game. Now, a professional tennis player about to retire would find this injury of their right arm not as worrying for them as it might have been for that same person about to start on their professional career as a professional tennis player. Or, again, for another person it might be boon and head them off into a more lucrative or enjoyable field of endeavor. Then, again, to be thwarted in the enaction of our intentional ambitions is to meet this state of displacement head on. How we react to such a roadblock being dependent upon the psychological constitution of that person in the experienced situatedness of their current sense of emplacement. Obviously, different people will react in different ways to similar situations, and, even the same person might react in different ways depending on the nature of their current sense of situatedness. For some people, more than others, what others think might make an important contribution to this state of apparent ‘self-assessment’. Then, again, for some people, such displacement might be experienced in a depressing manner. For others, it might be seen merely as a temporary form of displacement that time, in time, will duly displace given the steady and firm continuation of their current motivation to overcome such displacement. Or, others might just give up and head in a new direction with its own sense of reward, or otherwise, given that the re-direction of their motivation to head in that new direction must indicate a newly moulded re-formed sense of motivation. (222)


What is the value of identity? It gives us a sense of placement in this world as lived. It is somewhat subject dependent. The successful professional tennis player may well still take a pride in their achievements even though they may no longer be able to play tennis let along professional tennis. It could also be seen as an emergent amalgam of what we are, what we would like to be, where we are in these ambitions, where we would like others to see us, how others might see us for what we are, where others might wish we were heading, etc. Broadly speaking, an existential orientation in identity formation is arrived at through an alignment between such realities, and, in the intensity such alignments are experientially realized; as found realized in their associated contexts. A runner could run a certain race and get to finish that race in one minute and lose, or, on another occasion, run that same race with that same time but this time win. Hence, we must assume that identity valuation is a product of both non-contextual and contextual processes of e/valuation. (223)


When examining functional formation and its contribution to overall assessment of e/valuation we need to observe to what degree genre expectations determine an appreciation of outcomes as well as an appreciation of associated limitations to that extent we are able to define the potential course of such outcomes, etc. In this there is an ongoing searching for a match between genre/s, expectations, phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential, etc. Again, ongoing appreciation of alignment, and its ongoing refinement, plays a central role in this aspect of valuational formation. An analogy to consider here is that of tuning a harpsichord where there needs to be an alignment between the strings, tuning peg and the size of string being used along with the gauge of wire, with or withut the use of a tuning device in some form or other, etc. Tuning being a process of refined alignment between these essential elements of factors involved in that act of tuning. Similarly, our appreciation of that under intentional focus in out context of its situatedness is progressively arrived at through such ongoing refinement of our understanding, for that time of our continuing interest, as a work in progress. (224)


As for value valuation, we examine to what extent output is greater than all input and in what psychological manner a relative existential difference is realized and found expressed. A runner in a race may win their race but temper the fact of their winning by knowing that they have run better times in the past and be disappointed they their official times are not as good as their very best. This analog pointing to the fact that value formation can be both relatively relative and relatively absolute with respect to both themselves and others. Moreover, value is also an expression of authenticity, expressed through taking a pro-relational stance in which outcomes are conducive to the ongoing resolution of that relationship in question along with its subsequent ongoing enrichment.
 (225)


Then, an overall sense of valuation formation is arrived at, more intuitively than analytically, through sampling what is or was on offer in terms of its current situatedness. In this process of emergence, valuational formation cannot be reduced merely to the sum of identity formation, functional formation and value formation although more prominent strands of value will make themselves more pronounced in and through that ensuing semblance of emergence. E.g., a situation calling for a greater emphasis to be placed on de-ontologically oriented considerations should find itself more expressed in accordance with such a light… and thence its greater alignment in that instance with that semblance of the de-ontological should it be found to match expectations in that same regard. Indeed, we could argue that if such expectations were not generally met a sense of a relatively negative valuation would also be present that would detract from what positive valuation might have also been discerned.
 (226)


To a great extent, the realized semblance of the existential is discerned through forms of compliance discerned in relationship to our existential expectations. E.g., in the distance we might observe a rather rough-looking character crossing a busy street at the same time as a rather frail, richly dressed elderly lady with a heavy handbag who obviously is not able to walk very fast. Our fear is that this shady fellow will snatch her handbag and run off it with it. But, no, this good citizen walks with her, takes his time to ensure she has safely crossed… then going on his way. A good person, in seeing this act of kindness, meets this situation with some degree of relief. The de-ontological nature of this situation has been duly complied with. What is meant by ‘compliance’?
 (227)


I envisage ‘compliance’ as ‘consisting of monitoring, enforcement and oversight (in an overseeing of the former monitoring and enforcement)’. In ‘monitoring’ we ‘note the formation of regulations and their observance’. In ‘enforcement’ we ‘see the enaction of those regulations with positive recommendations being given to those organizations that duly observe the same, and, negative penalties being prescribed and enforced when those same regulations are not duly observed’. ‘Oversight’ is ‘a formal assessment that relevant regulations are monitored and are duly observed through positive recommendations and negative circumscriptions’. The latter entailing certain circumscriptions like, e.g., sanctions, loss of licenses, limits on production, curtailing of the delivery of services, specific penalties (for specific infractions) and particular fines (as a penalty for a set of infractions), etc. (228)


In an existential, pro-relational treatment of this concept of compliance we see situations monitored, patterns of actions and/or non-actions enacted and we oversee that our responses have responsively met such intuitive derived existential demands for such ‘apparent’ responsibility. ‘Apparent’ in the sense, from an existential, pro-relational stance, that certain responses seem to be demanded from the perspective of that relationship itself, and, that it is our duty to duly overseer their instantiation; be that instigation organized through ourselves and/or the executed performance of others. (229)


In what ways, then, does this technical concept of compliance help us to understand this dimension of the existential; this sphere of being that is all too often just completely overlooked and never consciously taken into account in the management of our relations with others… unless we become aware of its inescapable presence and seek to become more in tune with the existential nature of our relationships? (230)


A creative way to approach this topic of insight creation is to state, in the form of an analogy, that our very culture itself, indeed, all cultures, be they ethnic or religious, be they vocational or recreational, etc., operated on two levels which for the sake let us call ‘knowledge’ and ‘wisdom’ where the ways of the world are just experienced, respectively as either in a relatively closed, dumb or dumbed down format versus a format that is open, agile and relatively wise. E.g., all too often we have people who argue for small government who insistently argue that the budget of a government should be treated like the budget of a household. Superficially, we could say this argument appears sound and seems to be well based in our knowledge of the world. Moving from money or cash to a cashless society, it is now psychologically easier for people to just overspend. When we do that, a day of reckoning inevitably beckons. However, governments are an institution, hopefully, that outlives all its citizens that are alive at this moment in time. An analogy can be made with a household, and it is true that unwise spending is always problematic, however, all analogies can only travel so far (an observation that is entailed in the fallacy of the extended analogy or the over-extended analogy. All analogies, we could say, go ‘chaotic’ at some point in their extension, i.e., when they go beyond their limits
 of application
). So, where this analogy breaks down can be more informative that merely assuming a one to one correspondence as suggested by the analogy. So, knowledge that has no critical knowledge or awareness of what it claims, and is wrong, is dumb. On the other hand, when we can wisely qualify our analogies, etc., then we stand to gain a deeper insight into under such scrutiny through meeting these limits where such qualifications must be met and recognized, i.e., engaged. Hence the wisdom that does not venture beyond what it knows, looks for qualification and utilizes such insight in how to refine and re-define the manner of our relationships, on the behalf of our relationships, is truly wise in such relative terms of reference. That in looking after our relationships we find they look after us in turn, and v.v., indeed, in ways and means that will forever surprise us. This is the existential dimension, that aspect of being that cannot be reduced to the mere knowledge of what we know. Hence often this element of surprise. Wise is the person, then, who remains open to such existential richness since the world is infinitely more complex and wonderful than that we can barely imagine… often defying mere definitions and expectations. (231)

Now, admittedly, the end of the road for each person is death, but, how we travel along that road is a witness to our ability to perceive it through an ‘immaterial’ or existential lens or through a ‘material’ or non-existential lens limited by our lack of imagination, insight and openness to what might be different about how we think the world actually is. In truth, we walk both sides of this route. In our cultures both knowledge and wisdom co-exist, sometimes happily and, at other times, in a state of variance.
 In this false contest it is better to favour wisdom since knowledge is always being recast by the former. By being open we cease to be merely surprised by surprise, and, instead, experience the wonder/s of a world that will forever surprise us in a manner that will also demonstrate a continually care and concern
… even if our bodies and minds will surely fail us in the goodness of time itself…. (232)


Knowledge is useful in the everyday life of this world as lived. Wisdom, on the other hand, is a better commentary since it opens us to re-see this world of knowledge in a manner that extends and transforms the former. Household budgets are one thing, government budgets are another. It true that governments should not overspend unwisely, but if a national budget is out of balance austerity is not necessarily the right medicine for the rectification of that national budget. Evidence based policy formulation may well deem such a knowledge based approach, as the mindless extension of austerity, to be often worse than doing nothing. Alas, an integrated evidenced based set of policy settings is often overruled by an ideologically fixed sense of positioning that ever tries to rewrite both history and reality often without an awareness that that is being done. What seems right is assumed to be right whether that assessment be evidence based or not. Once, not too long ago, geocentric viewers of the world laughed at solarcentric advocates, and, now, the latter laugh at the few who might subscribe to the previous way of seeing things. On the other hand, this previous way of seeing the world is still embedded in our language. In our speech, we still witness the ‘sunrise’ and the ‘sunset’. Returning to the example of a national budget, I am suggesting that deficits need to be approached in an existential manner in order to realize the best way, or at least better ways, to deal with them rather than merely applying a priori ideas, based in analogies, etc., like automatic demands for austerity, e.g., that may well have intended and unintended consequences that are more disastrous than the mere consequences of that deficit itself. (233)

Knowledge and wisdom are enmeshed in our language, in our cultures, in our very ways of thinking… and we need to know about this existential dimension in order to successfully disentangle such influences on our behaviour. It is true that people need to be responsible for their own actions and without understanding their suitably constituted well-re-directed motivation very little can be accomplished. On the other hand, it is even more true that no one can follow the course of their well-directed motivation without the absolute existence of the necessary cooperation of others. Personal ambitions cannot be realized at any stage without the assistance of others. Indeed, neither personal ambitions nor public aspirations could be realized without this inter-subjective negotiation in the dissemination and arbitration of power embedded in this concept of ‘cooperation’
. I have argued elsewhere that the dissemination of power is through cooperation that is either realized through relatively mutual co-operation and/or relatively non-mutual co-option. So, a fundamental, but often tacit, tenet of neo-liberal ideology that we must rise and fall through our own efforts, and, that winners should be rewarded and losers should not be rewarded is nothing more than a short-sighted, fraudulent piece of false propaganda. Such a nonsense is relative ‘knowledge’, yes, we must be well-self-motivated, but we cannot rise through our own efforts alone! Such a position cannot stand up, should not be allowed to stand, before the glaring philosophical light of a relatively absolute wisdom that proclaims nothing more than a need for the necessity of our being suitably cooperative with-others. Our inter-personal cooperation is absolutely necessary in order to realize both our subjective ambitions and inter-subjective aspirations. Such negotiated goals can only be successfully and fully achieved only through genuine negotiations with relevant others. Only through existential processes of authentic arbitration can our relatively competing motivations be successfully and fully expedited to the better, if not the best, advantage of all the parties concerned. An existential awareness is a relationally oriented awareness that intuitively discerns what promotes the overall enrichment of those relationships in question. To this end let me unravel how knowledge and wisdom, both enmeshed in our language, can be disentangled to amplify and enrich the valuational formation we experience in our passage through this world as lived; in this passage with-others, before-others. (234)


As stated knowledge and wisdom are enmeshed in our language. Our speech is replete with things we consider to be factual, be that the case or not, and, with insights into how our relationships operate… all mixed up together at the same time. E.g., a group of friends might go to see a movie together. Everyone sees things from their point/s of view and, through discussion, also engage a series of open points of view we might call the ‘viewpoints of relevant others’. In discussing their take on this movie, and the ongoing adjustments made or not made in the light of the comments made by these relevant others, each one re-tests their ongoing, newly enriched re-interpretation of this movie. A newly arrived at richness of understanding is usually observed, almost without fail. Normally, our interpretations cannot be just reduced to that provided by that more persuasive person, or reinforced by a group of relevant persons who find themselves seemingly in an agreement with that relevantly more dominant interpretation. But, it would be true to say that our evolving interpretations will head in that direction unless we feel strongly otherwise. Now, the point of I am trying to make here is that the existential dimension is one in which more successful interpretations emerge rather than that more concrete dimension where we merely iterate the articulation of an interpretation already received. But, both dimensions are dependent upon each other since the existential dimension can only be approached through this relatively material dimension from whence we begin, or, rather, make a re-entry. Then, through the necessary suspension of such pre-judgment, we can go on to explore its existential qualification through an openness to transformations that seem to be called forth in our critical re-examination of the same. To judge anything, we need a pre-judgmental position to begin with. Hence the utility of prejudice (as pre-judgments). But, this utility is lost if we cannot critically re-appreciate the same. In essence, the critical appreciation of knowledge gives us the novel relativity of wisdom. That, then in turn, the mere reiteration of this wisdom then becomes knowledge, and so on. New possible relationships within the representation of this situatedness may arise for us to be tested and through such judgment discern the relative merit of the novelty of these apparent shifts in understanding. Through such simulations we seek out more viable forms of reliable interconnection that then allow us to appropriate what seems to be more relevant, dutiful, useful, factually possible and whose overall re-assessment strikes us as valid, true, and, as a more powerful way of seeing the world, etc. Given that certain systems are self-replicating, it is no surprise, e.g., that some memes cross many centuries of development in various states of value and re-development.
 That this non-reductive aspect of valuational formation can be treated as existential in orientation. The saying “that two heads are better than one” is an example of this same sort of insight embedded in our common cultural understanding of this world as lived. Just as those friends who viewed that same movie and then discussed it afterwards came away from that discussion with a much richer appreciation of that text. So, wisdom qualified knowledge in such a manner that it supplies a richer interpretative qualification of that engaged material or concrete text in question. That such engagement realizes the emergence of non-reductive forms of valuational enrichment along with a deeper appreciation of just what it means to be engaged with that specific text or particular type of text. ‘Wisdom’ with a greater degree of richness, qualifies knowledge, that, in turn, then becomes the material basis for further ongoing enrichment by wisdom if it were to be re-engaged in this same profitable manner. Although it is true to say that in all investigations, analyses and examinations a point in time is always reached when valuational output is nearly identical to the input of valuation investment. Obviously, we then move on to some other intentional topic for intentional engagement. Of course, existential talk about ‘profit’ is definitely a metaphor… although, e.g., existential insights into the processes entailed by our vocations could become profitable for us if we were to capitalize on such valuable insights that might profit us through spilling over into a more material or commercial sphere. (235)


Although we might see a dichotomy between knowledge and wisdom, between the non-existential and the existential, in truth, there is a dependence of one upon the other. Indeed, the existential comes about through the existialization of the relatively non-existential. In turn, the non-existential comes into intentional existence through the non-existentialization or de-existentialization
 of the relatively existential. Furthermore, given that they give each other their distinctive sense of difference, through such interactive contrast, it follows that difference cannot be absolutely demarcated and only demarcated only in relative, non-absolute terms of reference.
 Hence the relatively existential versus the relatively non-existential. E.g., a person is a human being with their own distinctive sense of humanity. In a certain situation where one person who is not hungry, but with food, sees a hungry person it is normal for the non-hungry person to give the hungry person something to eat. The immediate needs of the hungry person are felt by the other person and it is to be hoped they will assist that hungry person by feeding them. The sum total of the valuation of this situation is enriched. Even though the food rich person now has less food and the hungry person has been fed, still, this relationship is now a richer one for this care and concern demonstrated by the first person in feeding the second. That hungry person now fed could then show their gratitude in an infinity of ways. They might proffer their thanks and gratitude. It could even be the case that that second person meets an opportunity, at some future point in time, to feed another hungry person in turn. It could even be the case that one day the situation is reversed and that person could get to feed that same person who once fed them. As they say “what goes around, comes around.” Although we might add history never exactly repeats itself, still, ironically, history is enacted through such repetition that never quite repeats itself…. (236)


Now it is true some shortsighted people just do not get it. Just cannot see this existential dimension (as a dimension that cannot be reduced to the non-existential dimension). Without taking a religious point of view per se, we can say this existential dimension is effectively ‘spiritual’ in its contrast to the relatively material dimension of the non-existential. Or, more correctly, given their interactive inter-dependence, and disavowing their non-interactive independence, we should say that the relatively existential stands in an existential contrast to the relatively non-existential. But, then, to carefully extend this metaphor, how do we convert ‘matter’ in the material world into a spiritual ‘form’ in the existential aspect of this same world? Through existentialization of the former, the relatively non-existential. That this process is accomplished in the intentionally constituted world through the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension of the relatively material. So, e.g., two people come together and through interaction, through suspending their own ideas of themselves as absolutely separate and distinctive egos, get to merge their spoken thinking through such a shared openness of themselves to each other before each-other. Or, this same process of suspension can be enacted by the individual with respect to themselves. Suspending the idea of themselves to just be who they think they are they can tune into an array of possibilities in a certain situation that might amplify the valuational formation to be experienced in that relationship as virtually entertained. Then going on, when and where possible, to enact that selected pathway that would appear to deliver that the greatest
 or greater degree of valuational formation as envisaged through the very suspension of their representation of that situation in the first place. If you were to confront a can of tomato soup and could open it and had access to a microwave or some other way of heating that soup and you felt like dining on it then you might go ahead and do so and then sit down to enjoying the same. Or, you might decide to eat it tomorrow at lunchtime instead., or, perhaps sometime next week. On the other hand, if you were confronted with the gift of a painting or print of a can of tomato soup you might wish to hang it on your wall, or, if it were a valuable original you might wish to give it to a art gallery or sell it at auction.
 (237)

In a technical and theoretical appreciation of the intentional
 we might say that the possibilities of the representation bear some resemblance to the (imputed) non-intentional and the (relatively non-imputed) intentional constitution of that under such investigation (assuming a high degree of alignment between the imputation of the non-intentional and the apparent constitution of the intentional representation, alone, under such scrutiny as a relatively non-imputed representation arrived at through iterative re-presentation
). In effect, through engagement we find a process of modified rectification normally ensues. In our openness to such rectification we allow this existential dimension to manifest itself, or, more correctly, witness that its presence can never absolutely be absent. Engagement has been defined as a recognized-encounter/encountered-recognition. Obviously, re-engagement must be a re-recognized-re-encounter, etc. A process where discrepancies between moments of engagement need to find some form of resolution through re-normalization that then allows us to treat the imputation, again, as relatively non-imputed in terms of this relatively stable understanding of its intentional objectivity as currently arrived at. The utilization of a suspension recognizing our need to be open to all forms of misunderstanding both past, present and future. Hence the (transcendental) necessity of the ever-present presence of a (transcendental) suspension in existential engagement even if intentional appreciation of intentional objectivity has been apparently arrived at (given, though, that any moment there is always the possibility of experiencing intentional anomalies that would then call for some re-activated process of re-normalization, etc.). (238)

The relatively non-existential orientation and the relatively existential orientation can be analogically compared to a ‘hand and a glove’, or, a ‘lock and its key’ (as long as such analogies, of course, are not over-extended). In the latter analogy, we could say that the lock is not a lock without its activating key, and, that key by itself does not constitute a lock. Hence their analogical interdependence. That their function is mutual since the right lock defines the right key through functioning as a lock, and, the right key defines the right lock by opening or locking the same. The important moral of this insight being the realization that relative existentialization arises as the result of relative existentialization of the relatively non-existential. E.g., by giving the relatively non-existential bread to the hungry person that act becomes relatively existentialized as demonstrated by the diminished hunger of the hungry person and the non-ensuing of their death (which would completely remove the valuational formation of their potential interaction given that death and the now non-possible inter-personal interaction of the deceased with that non-hungry person
). (239)


So, knowledge and wisdom need to work hand in hand (or, like a hand and glove, or, a lock and its key). Wisdom lying in knowing when to and when not to differentiate the same along with the existential manner of their interaction rather than permitting their non-existential disengagement. If we can feed a hungry person we should not look away. ‘Material’ food becomes ‘existential’ food through its suitable donation. Or, similarly, the donation of a large amount of money to beggar who uses it to take drugs that kill them is not an existential form of donation; although this might only be divined, if at all, in hindsight. (240)


Certain knowledge may prove to be false, and, applied wisdom might not be suitable. Insight is not always a good thing.
 Perhaps it is fortunate that most of us not absolutely aware of the full import of their situatedness. However, if we were to seek some degree of existential insight, how do we differentiate the non-existential from the existential; this metaphorical use of ‘knowledge’ from our metaphorical experience of ‘wisdom’? Within the same situation to hand, how do we make this differentiation if this enaction of discernment were possible? (241)


The relatively existential dimension (wisdom) and the relatively non-existential dimension (knowledge) are ever related and its behooves us to discern both their interconnection and their differentiation. The positive process of existentialization is ever the existentialization of the relatively non-existential, whereas, in contrast, the negative de-existentialization of the relatively existential is the relatively non-existential. Hence their necessary interconnection. In their differentiation, however, we find a relatively radical difference in how they are to be experienced; be such reflections on past, present and/or future processes of simulated envisualization. Once this differentiation is pointed out and recognized then this distinction becomes one that seems self-evident… and will remain self-evident. Let me point out ways for us to see for ourselves this distinction between these two dimensions. Both dimensions, as orientations, have different complexions in terms of how we experience such fundamental aspects of time, space, self and others. Existential time is ahistorical in orientation, it has a chaotic flavour that is seemingly enduring, spontaneous, synchronous and simultaneous. Space is experienced in an essential mode, with a holistic expression of that essential complexion being experienced with a similar flavour, more or less equally, at all points throughout the ambit of that same relationship. An existential sense of self is experienced with the vivid semblance of transparency, openness, creativity, empowerment and a mutuality of respect for others in and through an ability to experience the other as non-other.
 In contrast, the relatively non-existential is historical in its experience of a non-durable semblance of past, present and future, along with a non-chaotic, deterministic sense of cause and effect. Space is experienced in a geographical sense, with an apparent discreteness of its conventionally ascribed spatial-temporal coordinates. Self is experienced along egotistical lines as limited and restricted. Others are experienced in a similar manner through extrapolation from this limited sense of seeing ourselves in the same confined, restricted and short-sighted manner. (242)


Admittedly, this approach, just outlined, is rather abstract. Let me attempt, now, a more experiential approach by supplying an interpretation of everyday experiences we have in order to better point out the self-evident nature of this vivid semblance of differentiation… that once seen… cannot then remain unseen when looked for. (243)


Let me introduce a parallel distinction between the relatively existential and the relatively non-existential, namely, my distinction between the compactual and the contracts dimensions. Economic interactions are ruled by contractually understood agreements. They are ‘treaties’ engaged between agents with different status in power relations. When you walk into a coffee shop and ask for a coffee you are expected to pay for it. Normally, the café sets the prices on their products and services for sale, and not v.v.
 If you cannot or wish not to engage the café under their terms of engagement then you either go without fulfilling this desire to have a coffee made in a café or you go to another café where you can engage them in this regard on their terms of enagement if you find you accept and can fulfill the requirement necessary to complete this type of transaction. In a compactual interaction power relations are relatively horizontal. E.g., most parks in Australian cities do not charge admission and the amenity is available for all people alike (within the parameters of certain reasonable expectations
). Unfortunately, if as citizens we are not eternally vigilant, we will inevitably witness instances where we will see the contractual colonization of the compactual dimension by unscrupulous operators who will try to turn, with or without official sanctions, such amenities into well-paying proposition, for themselves and their business partners, in some form or other. Sometimes, official sanctions are acceptable to most parties. So, a coffee shop is put in the middle of a busy park to the satisfaction of all or most parties. On the other hand, if a local council sets out to sell a much beloved park to some developer with private ambitions then we must hope citizens will exhibit their displeasure in such a manner that successfully thwarts this contractual conversion of compactual space. The compactual dimension is quite different from a contractual dimension, however, they are also interdependent to the extent that, e.g., operating a free public park will still need to be financed by that council or some other legally constituted body. On the other hand, there is an existential difference. Imagine a strong wind causes a tree to topple over and then fall on a car with an occupant who is now trapped inside. Passersby, more than likely, will try to get this person out. This is clear exhibition of the compactual dimension. They will try to help them in accordance with their ability to do that. Or, if they cannot get this person out then, most likely the Fire Brigade and Police will be called. Or, if this trapped person appears to be injured then an ambulance will be called as well. No one, hopefully, will ask this trapped person to pay for their extraction from the wreckage of this car as a necessary condition for their extraction. Or, in the famous example of the Chinese Confucian philosopher of Mencius, if we were to see a child about to fall into a river or well, or one that has actually fallen in, we just don’t stand there and do nothing. We spontaneously set out to prevent that child from falling in, or, if that child has fallen in, then we attempt to rescue them or call out for assistance… (244)


All relationships are realized through the ongoing resolution of difference. This dimension of resolution
 is also experienced in a different manner to our experience of that pre-resolved difference itself. Then, for all of us there have been occasions where we have been in a heated argument of some description; be that with out relatives, our loved ones, our friends, our work colleagues, perhaps with someone who is a relative stranger, etc. Now, it is true that some people enjoy picking a fight. Then, there are others who would much rather avoid all forms of conflict at all cost. Better, are those more aware people who set out to resolve such differences, indeed, often set out to resolve such relative dissonance before it escalates to a more dramatic level. When conflict is suitably resolved, more often than not, it is experienced with a great sense of relief. Between relative, friends or lovers it can manifest with a deeper sense of love for the other party or parties. That type of relational experience, when and where we experience it, I would like to point out is an existentially oriented type of experience. If we were to reflect on such experiences, we would find a set of epithets that we might characterize as existentially oriented in their complexion. E.g., such terms as (unconditional) love; mutuality; selfless, non-egotistical spontaneity; concurrence with others; empathy; creativity; the realization of a certain unique suitability through a realization of propriety, appropriateness, appositeness, etc., etc. I invite the reader to add their own contributions to this distinctive list…. (245)


An observance of this existential dimension cannot just be a passive affair. In such engagement, if we are intuitively receptive to the dictates of that relationship in question, we may also be ‘called’ to enter into the enaction of either pattern of activity and/or non-activity; to be suitably conducted on the behalf of that very relationship itself. In an existentially oriented semblance of response we automatically promote the ongoing welfare and well-being of that relationship in which we find ourselves being so directly engaged.
 And this senses of directness and immediacy can also be read as existential hallmarks or existential indicators that we can add to our list of characteristics that stamp an existentially oriented experience as ‘existential’ (in our existential reception its experiential complexion
). (246)


How is this ‘call’, this existential sense of ‘vocation’ to be met? Through its existential(ly oriented) engagement! Just how is such engagement met? Through its ongoing re-engagement! In order to explain this engagement through re-engagement (and not so much through the mere iteration of its ‘reengagment’ [without a hyphen]) let me explore, in the next section of this extended essay, just what is entailed in engineering this existential approach of re-engagement along with an understanding of the existential ramifications that follow on in the wake of our exercising this existential attitude? Then, following such explorations, I will then be in a position to approach this topic of the existential re-construction of the political economy central to this disquisition. (247)

Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy

Through Engaging its Malcontents

And Promoting its Progressive Proponents
7.    Engagement through Re-Engagement


How can we engage this existential dimension when we are already in this world and not, ostensively, in any other? Through re-engaging such engagement in an existential manner or attitude. For a start, by noting that there is an existential difference between ‘reengagement’ and ‘re-engagement’ (with a hyphen). The former occurs in behavior that is merely iterative, routine, relatively non-chaotic, relatively limited and determinate. In contrast, in an existential attitude, we engage more the re-iterative, non-routine, relatively chaotic, relatively less limited and indeterminate. If we know our starting point, the manner of our transposition and have a good idea when and where we are going to arrive, then, the manner of our transport is determinant; i.e., more or less fully determined. On the other hand, a chaotically driven transportation is one where we may know where we start, generally we know by what means transport will be invoked, but, have no accurate idea exactly when and where we might end up in that process of transportation, although, it is also true to say, that in having arrived well we would well-know that we have arrived and, have arrived more successfully than if mere routines alone were to have been followed. By ‘transportation’ is simply meant the manner of our progress; i.e., that process of transportation (whether we arrive there through our own efforts and/or the cooperative efforts of others). (248)


So, in essence, I am making a distinction between the relatively non-chaotic ‘reengagement’ and the relatively chaotic ‘re-engagement’.
 Taking a momentary metaphor, we could say chaos rules within and between each moment, but, when a succession of moments appears to follow a determinate pathway then that process can be deemed to be relatively non-indeterministic in complexion; i.e., more or less, fully determined. Why do I make this distinction? Because the existential complexion is relatively chaotic even though the chaotic, metaphorically, is the both the interaction of a relatively overt, chaotic and non-chaotic overlay upon the interaction of a relatively covert, chaotic and non-chaotic underlay, but, where the net result(ant) takes on a relatively chaotic complexion, i.e., realizes a relatively non-determinate pathway. In effect, taking any point in proximity to some other point, as a ‘parallel’ starting condition, a chaotic pathway will produce a different, non-parallel trajectory even though those two chosen points began in close proximity to each other. Whereas, in a relatively non-chaotic setting, proximate points will produce relatively parallel trajectories. In contrast, in a chaotic disposition, proximate points follow non-parallel trajectories (even if certain chosen endpoints are found to coincide accidentally). (249)


The relatively existential complexion, therefore, (being a product of both the relatively non-existential and the relatively existential) will ‘observe’ a relatively chaotic ‘career’. By ‘observe’ is meant both the active ‘engineering’ and the passive ‘being engineered’ on the part of that being engaged through such an openness to its re-engagement. To a certain extent, the relationship in question has the ability to enact its own course of action by invoking this aspect of the chaotic, otherwise people, e.g., would be just like train timetables and either arrive on time or not arrive on time but arrive at a certain station in light of such expressed expectations through maintaining an intentional course determined purely in reference to the pre-existence of such metaphorical rails. Such folk are dependable, but, not much fun. On the other hand, people, at different times, people can be seen on numerous occasions to observe neither metaphorical timetables nor metaphorical tracks. Routines, on some key occasions, are more profitably subverted but, in such a manner, that we find people are more dependable in an existential sense. In their being there for the relationship in question they arrive at such dependability in a much more suitable manner. I.e., properly, appropriately and appositely. There is ‘chaotic’ in the conventional sense of ‘erratic’ and, perhaps, ‘irascible’. But, in an existential sense of chaotic, arrived at through ongoing re-engagement, the valuational formation of the relationship in question is positively enhanced through letting that relationship observe its own relatively more profitable sense of a trajectory. In this regard, we observe the relational empowerment of a relationship on the philosophical and existential grounds that, as ‘the whole is greater than the sum of its parts’, this existential difference has the power to act on the better behalf of that relationship by engaging a more profitable ‘career’ (through being so informed by the apparent self-referential power of that relationship itself). (250)


In an existential attitude, we could say we better act on the behalf of that relationship in question. Now, the question is to be asked, how do we achieve this process of existential engagement, i.e., re-engagement of a relatively existential orientation or complexion (given the necessity of this ever-present mixture of the relatively non-existential and the relatively existential in complexion)? (251)


In the course of numerous essays, I have given a wide range of answers to this question ‘how do we engage an existential orientation in our engagement with others?’ I have just intimated that this process is a certain type of re-iteration where such engagement is re-engaged (through the lens of the relationship) rather than merely reengaged. Or, by invoking, wittingly and/or unwittingly, a transcendental suspension (along with its own ongoing suspension, further suspension of that suspension, etc.). However, let me approach this question from the freshness of a relatively novel approach. As all journeys start with a first step on our part let me suggest, in our engagement with others, that we should begin with a re-appreciation of our own sense of self, or, rather, our own senses of self, given the intentional sense of self is better observed and treated as an emergent artifact of our relatively more apparent intentional motivation, etc. (252)


But, how can this be? How might we get to know others through this appreciation of some form of self-knowledge? Because our ‘self-knowledge’ can never be merely self-centered!’ We can only ‘see’ ourselves from the simulated perspective of others at the same time. (253)


So, where could we make a start (in this different way of practically approaching this existential dimension)? (254)


As intimated, let us make a start from exactly where we find ourselves. In a description of our situatedness as we first come to see it. E.g., I could be walking along the street heading off to a café where I have promised to meet a friend for afternoon tea, or, rather, coffee. By making such a textual self-report I am, in effect, describing, in the form of that text, an initial representation of my current situatedness. But, no text is self-given, finding itself purely presented as a mere text. A text is both written and/or read, hopefully, through the use of the same meta-text; i.e., through the appropriate use of the same genre of behavior be that behavior merely presented as non-virtual behaviour or simulated intentionally through its textualized representation be that in thought, put down on paper, spoken about, remembered, etc. That pattern of behavior is presented through its appropriately associated genre of behavior and its textual representation is appreciated through the utilization of the same set of genres that would have been involved in its exercise (should that have occurred in non-virtual time and space). So, ‘I am walking along this street’ is both a presentation and a representation to myself (as a self-report), and, both aspects of this text (as a set of parallel texts) must involve this genre of ‘walking along a street’. But, I am not just walking along this street. I am heading off to have coffee with this friend. So, another genre, superimposed upon my walking along a street, that needs to be considered in this instance, is also that of ‘keeping an appointment’. I have walked this route a number of times and looking at the time on my mobile realize I will be late, or, if I were to hurry perhaps late only by a few minutes. I don’t like being late so I hurry. Along the way, therefore, I must also avoid any form of shopping as I do not have time for this additional form of behavior (as another genre of behavior). Walking along a street also co-opts a number of subsidiary sub-genres like not bumping into people or lampposts, the avoiding of traffic, the crossing at pedestrian lights, navigating in such a manner that allows me to meet my intentional objectives, etc., and so on. (255)


But, as the existential dimension, given its pro-relational stance, is to be found in our being with-others, how can these processes of self-reporting take on an intersubjective complexion? But, in truth, we need not worry about this so-called philosophical problem of ‘other minds’ because we already have made this transition in attitude the very instant we think to ourselves in terms of either the expressed presentation/s of behavior or in the representation of such behavior (as self-reports). Such representations being the simulated recognition of either potential or actual expressions concerning the potential or actual representation/s of our behaviour. Meta-textual genres of intentionally directed behaviour are already intersubjective tools ready to be found in our intentional ‘toolkit’. The intentionally formed presentation of behavior is an iteration through reiteration of the meta-textual rules that form the motivation, thematization and exercise of such intentionally re(-)directed behavior. Without the invocation of a meta-textual genre there can be no intentional thinking. The particularity of our thinking is predefined through genres. The specificity of our thinking is in a specification of those genres. Hence the adoption of a genre or set of genres and then their adaptation to the task to hand. Like ‘walking along the street’ step by step. By walking along a street in the manner we have already done over the years. Or, like ‘walking up some steps’ we modify this genre of ‘walking’ to ‘walking up steps’. Like the ‘attending of an appointment’ like all the others enacted previously. That, for some of us, when we are ‘going to be slightly late’, we try to hurry a bit and perhaps get there in time. We have a history, and, a set of recipes, so to speak, for how we organize, and therein re-organize, our lives. Thence this meta-textual adoption of a mix of genres and their textual adaptation in the light of the situatedness we find ourselves being co-located in both presentation and representation. (256)


We may ‘talk to ourselves’ when we plan to change direction intentionally (be that through redirection and/or re-direction
). Our very language is founded on this aspect of the meta-textual. So, we can talk to others about our intentions. We can also dissimulate before others by lying about what we may intend or not intend. On the other hand, such dissimulation can never be one hundred percent deficient in its veracity or truthfulness. I might say “I am thinking of going to a movie tonight.” But, in reality, know that I really intend to stay in and watch a certain movie on the television. ‘I’, ‘movies’, ‘today’ all have a certain cultural veracity about them given their nature as commonly perceived cultural items as found expressed through language. The truthfulness of this overall assertion is another matter. It cannot be true until it is happening or has happened. On the other hand, if I were to be in the middle of an Australian desert and in no position to see a movie either in a cinema, or, on some electronic device like my mobile or computer, etc., then the potential truthfulness of this statement could also be called into question. I am in no position to do as I have claimed. Moreover, if the statement made were to be inconsistent through entailing some form of contradiction, etc., then it obviously follows that that statement, as a whole, without qualification, equally cannot be true. Once the falseness or impossibility of a statement has been ascertained through internal and contextual forms of analysis then it behooves us to ask how an appreciation of its valuational formation is to be suitably judged if that were possible? Moreover, how might we determine the existential qualities or lack thereof being also represented in the utterance of that statement (assuming that it is a statement about our practical engagement with reality as lived and not merely a focusing on the textual or meta-textual per se)? (257)


Once a statement or a set of statements is found, internally, to be relatively non-contradictory, and, discerned, externally, as relatively non-incoherent in the contextualization of (the particularity of) its situatedness, then, the next form of examination we could conduct is to compare the affinity that the textual has with its meta-textual correlation/s, and v.v. Are the rules associated with the meta-textual adoption of genre and its textual adaptation (in the light of its situatedness) in an adequate state of correlation. Are the sequential expectations invoked with the relevant genres in question being suitably observed? If were to see a person walking along the street in an erratic manner, banging accidentally into lampposts and people, making strange noises and taking their clothes off whilst throwing money at people… most of us would suspect the presence of a serious psychiatric illness. At least some, through care and concern, would try to seek an explanation for this odd behavior. We might either reason why (seeking to ask in intentional terms what it might mean) or, more likely, ask why this type of behavioural anomaly is being performed through examining and comparing which classification of psychiatric anomalies might account for such mis-behaviour, if at all?
 (258)


Even to attempt an appreciation of such behavior is to rhetorically interrogate it through the use of some implicit or explicit genre of behavior(al appropriation). Is this ‘crazy’ person merely bringing attention to themselves? Have they suffered an accident like a hit on the head or a stroke, or, are they drunk or drug affected? Do they have a psychiatric disorder I addition to the former, or, just a mental illness of some description? In order to understand anything, we bring what we think is an appropriate genre or are an appropriate set of genres in order to then fine tune our intentional appropriation of the same. The eyes, e.g., may be the windows of the soul, in reality, they do not function in any passive sense like windows. In effect, through processes of resimulation we find we have a routine understanding through resimulation or need to discover the existential novelty of the situation through some form of re-simulation. Our ongoing appropriation through simulation being a product of the same given that reality never conforms just to both our a priori expectations and envisualizations of the same; especially when reviewed over time and in conjunction with the behavior of either ourselves and/or others. To some extent our representations are always only a sketch of the reality as found to hand and any deeper form of exploration is always going to reveal this semblance of existential novelty as just noted. (259)


But, these correlations between the meta-textual and the textual aspects of textual experience more or less conducted how are we going to review the same in and through an existentially oriented lens? Just how do we enact an existential orientation (given this imperative for existential re-construction as announced in this extended essay)? (260)


Let me say that intentional experiences are textualized and our experience of texts qua texts is a reversal of this process, more or less, through a process of re-intentionalization. That this process of refining our correlations between meta-textual genres and their textual specification could well be described as a process of harmonization. And here we have a clue to how we existentially review what has been viewed, is being viewed and/or will be viewed. In past essays, I have examined this process of harmonization through a tripartite textual lens by also invoking the aspect of the relatively non-textual. ‘Relatively’ by virtue of the fact that these dialectical aspects of textuality are ‘dialectical’, and, also mirror a tripartite model for harmonization. So, the meta-textual mirrors the relative consonance of the intentional field, textual thematization mirrors the relative dissonance of the focalization on an intentional object or state, i.e., objective (as a ‘point’ of intentional focus in that associated intentional field). From their interaction, we find the process of harmonization and its textual presence in the semblance of a non-textual dimension (where the semblance of textuality is overlooked and is directly engaged).
 The non-textual dimension parallels the existential dimension in what I have termed its non-systematic sense. So, the harmonic interaction of the meta-textual and its textual specification produces (reproduces/re-produces) the existential emergence of this semblance of the non-textual; i.e., that which can be neither reduced to merely meta-textual considerations of genre nor the textual considerations of its mere specification as a text or a set and/or a series of texts. The emergence of this existential excess or existential surplus of valuational formation being experienced as relatively non-textual in orientation. (261)

Now, once this semblance of the existential in its non-systematic sense is realized, through this dynamically balanced interplay between the meta-textual and the textual, then, I would then argue that we engage a full sense of the existential in its systematic sense through a balanced interplay of these three textual aspects of the meta-textual, textual and non-textual. The emergence of this overall sense of the existential I have referred to as being’ not-textual’ since our intentional lives cannot be led through such experienced being reduced to merely the textual, etc., either singularly or collectively as a mere summation. Our intentional lives are led in a manner that goes well beyond the mere reading of texts although these facets of textual experience, as noted, feed into our more enriched appreciation of the same along with the valuational formation that overflows from such a dialectic (whose modelling, as sketched, can only be more metaphorical than literal in complexion). (262)


Underlying this dialectical, ongoing, balanced interplay between these aspects or orientations of the meta-textual, textual and non-textual is a harmonic appreciation of the ongoing overall transcendental suspension. From a gestalt perspective, we see the harmonic formula of ‘consonant preparation, introduction of dissonance and ongoing resolution’ at work, or, in play. As noted elsewhere, too much or too little of these three factors sees the simulated relationship engendered therein collapse. Just as too much resolution sees the end of that harmonic progression. So, for a simulated relationship to exist non-virtually and/or virtually these rules must apply; i.e., and stay in place and in play. (263)


We can examine this harmonic progression, also known as the ‘ongoing overall transcendental suspension’, also from the perspective of iteration. Mere iteration, without much change in iteration, forms a psychic background that is relative consonant in nature and meta-textual in orientation. In contrast, the iterative introduction of a difference in that form of iteration realizes a sense of dissonance that then finds repeated patterns of resolution within that meta-textual field of consonance.
 (264)


These triadic functional-structures that underlie this harmonic progression can also be seen to mirror the intentional economy as seen, in turn, through a variety of lenses, e.g., aspirational, enactive, consequential, etc. Moreover, these three dialectical moments as polarities, aspects or orientations, etc., can also be seen to mirror preoccupations that are, respectively, in orientation, hermeneutical, phenomenological and existential (in this non-systematic sense as just defined). In previous explorations of these tripartite considerations I also came to the conclusion that they negatively defined each other through such joint contrasts. So, e.g., the textual or phenomenological orientation (p) could be treated as the joint negation of both the meta-textual hermeneutic orientation (h) and the non-textual existential orientation (e), etc. (265)


Thence: p = -(h) + -(e) = -(h + e); h = -(p + e); e = -(p + h). (266)


Now, let me treat ‘engagement’ as ‘existential’ in orientation, ‘recognition’ as ‘hermeneutical’ in orientation, and, ‘encounter’ as ‘phenomenal-phenomenological’ in orientation. Re-defined in this manner we must now rewrite the equation ‘engagement is a recognized-encounter/encountered-recognition’ by noting that ‘engagement’ is (now) as ‘a process that, jointly, is neither recognition nor encountered’, etc. Or, we can recover our original formula by rephrasing it as ‘engagement emerges from the collective interaction of an encountered-recognition/recognized-encounter’. In this format, we can also rewrite the relationships of the other tripartite parties from their perspectives, respectively as ‘recognition emerges from the collective interaction of an engaged-encounter/encountered-engagement’, and, ‘encounter emerges from the collective interaction of a recognized-engagement/engaged-recognition’. (267)


Such a formula may appear arcane, but, this dialectical structure will be used later in this extended-essay in order to better define the tripartite definitions entailed in my four-part political-economic manifesto dealing, respectively, with donations, transparency, mis-equity and existential re-construction.
 This re-writing of this equation also gives us a (open) definition of the overall ongoing transcendental suspension as the dynamic balance of existential-engagement, hermeneutical-recognition and phenomenal-phenomenological-encountering, etc. Moreover, it also allows us to re-write existential-engagement as also that which can be viewed from the dialectical perspectives or orientations of the ‘hermeneutical’ and the ‘phenomenal-phenomenological’, etc. So, e.g., engagement can be primarily viewed as existential in orientation but, in a secondary sense, can also be treated as hermeneutical and phenomenal-phenomenological. Likewise, hermeneutical-recognition can also be viewed as existential and phenomenal-phenomenological in orientation, and, phenomenal-phenomenological-encountering can also be viewed as existential and hermeneutical in orientation. These forms of treatment allow us to gain a deeper appreciation of this overall suspension at the center of cognitive intentionality and its trans-cognitive judgment. In essence, because of their intimate interconnections we could, theoretically, write transformational rules that would allow us to move from a phenomenal-phenomenological orientation to a hermeneutical orientation to an existential orientation, etc.
 (268)


With these insights let me now translate them into a plan of action, a method or set of methods that would allow us to engage our engagement from an existential perspective. (269)


To this end, let me briefly recapitulate. E.g., I have an appointment, namely, to have a coffee with a friend at a certain café at 3 pm. So, I am setting out to keep this meeting. My friend and myself are conversant with this genre of meeting for coffee as we have both come to re-define it. We both have a range of topics we enjoy discussing with each other. Our relative conforming to these conventions means we are engaging with each other in line with our expectations. The ongoing valuational formation discerned, i.e., recognized, through such engagement declaring the existential nature of this encounter. The apparent interaction between meta-textual representations of genres and textual presentations giving us an intimation of the valuational formation emerging from such an interaction. Our existential appreciation of the same giving us a sense of the existential in its non-systematic sense. Then, when we dynamically balance these three forms of textual understanding, the emergent value formation then takes on an existential complexion as seen and read and engaged from a relatively more systematic sense of the existential. Our openness to this experience, this existential dimension, letting us appreciate the existential merit of this engagement; i.e., that value that arises above and beyond the mere input brought to that experience. Our existential appreciation of an ensuing output minus this import determining for us the existential complexion, or otherwise, of that under such review. In effect, such reflection is centered on the intensity of emergent experience and the relative merit of the sense of its re-directedness. A critical appreciation of such valuational formation determining both the intensity of this richness of such textual expression and the existential direction of its re-directedness, namely, as either positively adding to the richness of that engagement and/or negatively subtracting value in the course of such relatively non-existentially oriented interaction. Our appreciation of the extent this engagement is positively adding to and/or negatively subtracting value critically determining for-us the apparent degree of its current existentialness. I.e., critically determining both the apparent richness and ongoing enrichment of that relationship in the course of that interaction or set of interactions in question subject to such critical transcendental appreciation. ‘Transcendental’ by virtue of our appreciation of its trans-intentional complexion (in terms of this apparent richness in play plus its apparent enrichment and/or minus its apparent de-enrichment of the same). How might such feature be discerned? E.g., if our two friends seem to be enjoying the company of each other, find a conversation that does not keep grinding to a halt, etc., then we have good grounds for discerning a positive existential complexion bearing some proportion to the intensity of their collective enjoyment, etc. (270)


As discussed, the formula: ‘engagement is a recognized encounter/encountered-recognition’ now needs to re-treated along the following lines: ‘engagement emerges from the joint, non-reductive interaction of recognition and encountering’. Taking an existential tack, we can further re-treat this critical re-treatment to read: ‘existential engagement emerges from the joint, existential, non-reductive interaction of recognition and encountering’ (where the orientations of non-systematic existential engagement, hermeneutical recognition and phenomenal-phenomenological encountering are enacted in an ongoing, dynamically balanced degree of mutual interaction). The intensity of the existential complexion being expressed in that degree the relationship is being observed in a mutual process of interactiveness. Its positivity, or otherwise, being indicated in the degree this mutual richness of expression is either being added to and/or subtracted from. Thence our critical, existential appreciation of a certain relationship as observed over the nominated course of its interaction. (271)  


In our critical appreciation of a relationship in which we are engaged we start from an understanding of the role or roles we play appear to be playing therein. Such roles are already pre-determined through inter-subjective genres of behavior. So, in describing my apparent participation in this relationship I have already moved beyond the mere boundaries of any restricted sense of ‘myself’ to ‘my semblance of self in relation to others’. In acts of such self-reporting, then, how do we move to ‘this semblance of the other’ with whom we must be involved, directly and/or indirectly. Or, to abuse language somewhat, how do we ‘other-ize’ such apparent self-reporting. E.g., I am walking along this street. I am heading off to meet my friend for coffee. At this rate, I could be a few minutes late. It would be nice to let them know I will be five or so minutes late. Then, when I see them I will apologize and/or give an excuse or reason for being late. We sit down and have coffee and chat… Obviously, I was not ‘just walking along a street’. I was, at that time, heading off ‘to meet someone’. That someone is a friend. Our meeting is to have a coffee together and chat. We can see already that the representation of my intentions has already a sense of the other built into them. To some extent all we have to do is isolate the self-component, separate the other component, observe the relationship between these two ‘isolates’ to realize that they cannot be absolutely isolated since they are, more or less, inherently correlated with each other through various forms of alignment and misalignment (given this intersubjective nature of all genres). I am heading for this coffee date. I make the very reasonable assumption that my friend is heading for this coffee date too. These two statements indicate an alignment. I am sure I will be late but know my friend is usually on time, and, knows that I also like to be on time, but, on this occasion, I will be late… and thence this element of misalignment. I will text message my friend and inform them that I am coming but will be a few minutes late and so engage, through this pattern of supplementary enaction, in this instance in a process of de-misalignment. In simulating these alignments and misalignments, and, entering into processes of de-misalignment, the two parties in this relationship will continually arrive at a better understanding of the other - just as through chatting they will find similar patterns of agreement and disagreement, and, some forms of accommodation between the same. So, in their conversation, both metaphorically and literally, we observe this same process as they come to agree or disagree, and compromise to some extent, in their shared appreciation of world politics or whatever topic they are discussing; be it gossip or to how to save the world from itself, and, anything else in between.
 Moreover, by sharing similar genres and finding such alignments and misalignment and entering into processes of de-misalignment, and through such a dialectic, come to better understand each other, and, in the process, the nature of their relationship. (272)


From a thematic appreciation of intentional content, we discern genres. These genres are inter-subjective. Through such forms of intentional/textual organization, representations can be compared. Through such relevant comparisons, representative processes of alignments, misalignments, de-misalignments, etc., can be co-evaluated. Such co-evaluation could be non-virtual through conversation with an individual, an other or a set/s of others engaged in that relationship in question, or, it could be virtual where we speculate what other parties might be representing to themselves, and perhaps to each other, through an extension and extrapolation of our own thoughts operating within these same genres relevant to that type of enquiry; be they then re-engaged in a manner that is either non-virtual and/or virtual in orientation. (273)


Our operating within these meta-textual genres of behavior also unleashes our direct access to both a consequential reading and a reading of valuational formation that would be found co-associated with such representations in the context of their co- associated genres. In other words, consequences and value, etc., are intimated linked and informative of our representations of that relationship in question. So, e.g., if I have an appointment to meet someone at 3 pm then such an agreement by those relevant parties is expected to be honoured by the members of that party. My appreciation of the genre of ‘being late’ already has built in to it such an understanding even though such an understanding may also be honoured or dishonoured to varying degrees by different people, or, the same people at different times under different circumstances. Still, processes of gross unresolved misalignment will weaken the bonds of a relationships and ultimately end it.
 (274)


Let me summarize and further comment on these points just made. Self-reports are articulated within genres. Even though we start from (the prejudices and pre-judgments, observations and speculations of) self-reports we are automatically and simultaneously opening ourselves to other-reports relevant to our reading of that relationship by virtue of the inter-subjectivity of these genres. The iterative reading of that relationship leads to its rereading of alignment and mis-reading of misalignments. Adjustments in our reading, through de-misalignment and resolution, leads to processes of re-reading where we find a progressively enriched reading of that relationship in question. Entailed in such enrichment, as well, is a better appreciation of both the consequential and valuational dimensions of such genres. E.g., I noted I was going to be late and as a consequence thought it appropriate to inform my friend that I was going to be late. Consequently, the potential range of consequences of being late were refined in such a manner that my being slightly late did not de-rail this relationship, i.e., in this instance what the other party might have thought about my integrity in this regard, and, the integrity of our relationship. In effect, pointing to the being of another aspect of this relationship, namely, the relationship itself. (275)


Relationships emerge and their emergent imprint as a textual footprint on the fabric of the world means they cannot be reduced merely to their constitutive elements; be they subjective and/or objective in orientation. Correctly, all reporting involves a subject, and, all subjects are embodied so this distinction between subjectivity and non-subjective objectivity is somewhat artificial and non-absolute, i.e., being conventional (to the extent we treat people, e.g., as either body and/or persons, etc.). However, since relationships, through the presence of distinctive, emergent properties, cannot be reduced to the same, therefore, the relationship itself should be afforded such non-reduced recognition. Furthermore, given that “‘wholes’ are greater than the sum of their ‘parts’” it also follows that this existential difference should be afforded respect (to that extent that relationship is greater than the mere sum of its parts). This existential difference, in experience, is engaged as an encountered-recognition, etc., or, rather, in wider terms of reference, as our engagement of that which emerges from the interaction of its encountered-recognition/recognized-encounter above and beyond the mere presence of any encountered state or act of such recognition. The essential, non-reductive, holistic nature of relationships being greater than the mere sum of their participatory elements is experienced, therefore, through this existential difference as an existential surplus or existential excess (as previously noted). This existential difference being treated as that existential residue arrived at through the theoretical or hypothetical subtraction of the individual elements perceived to constitute this relationship from the expressed-being of that relationship as experienced in this world as lived). A short-sighted person
 overlooks the ‘integrity’ of a relationship and only observes its elements. However, we are inescapably immersed with others in a sea of genres where we find our meaning with-others, before-others. That, only then can we make a distinctive sense of a stand through the exertion of a sense of self-difference as we attempt to re-constitute our relationships with others, with-others. Moreover, such a relational dimension should not be overlooked given the consequences of such an omission, or commission, is to basically remove ourselves from these co-associated dimensions of consequences and valuational formation. However, such removal is more an illusion given that we cannot be removed and/or cannot remove ourselves from these co-associated dimensions of consequences and valuational formation. In making an existential(ly oriented) stand we must address our contracts and compacts with others without making an absolute distinction between the same, etc. Then, in seeking form of existential(ly oriented) redress we re-configure the same in the co-associated light of both a consequential analysis and valuational analysis (where such treatment should observe levels of general investigation, particular analysis and specific examination in both non-virtual and virtual terms of reference as is suitably expedited in such critical treatment (in a mix of treatment styles that note correlated nomination, analysis and synthesis
). (276)


How are these co-associated dimensions of consequences and valuations experienced? Directly through our relationships in non-virtual time and space and/or indirectly in virtual terms of reference through our envisualization of the same as found defined, more or less, in and through our invocation of relevant genres of behaviour. ‘Relevance’ finding relevance through an observed enrichment of our understanding of the relationship in question. Conversely, non-relevance or irrelevance finding either no real additional enrichment or a detraction is such enrichment.
 Thence the existential dimension of our relationships when we experience such progressive enrichment through such relevant existential engagement; i.e., in our taking a pro-relational stance in order to discern, albeit non-virtually or virtually, this existential surplus to be experienced in and through our engaged re(-)simulation of that relationship. An existential orientation in engagement differentiating itself from a relatively non-existential process of engagement through the revelatory nature of re-simulation versus mere resimulation; where we find merely a confirmation of our previously understood sense of alignment with that relational reality being so engaged. The consequential value of such a re-reading residing in our ability to oversee patterns of behaviour in reasonable conformity with normal expectations that could, would or should be observed in that relationship by-us, by-others in that specific relationship in keeping, more or less, with the particularity of its type (as would be indicated through our reading of that genre). Hence a generally expected alignment with consequential-valuational expectations as would be found defined in our appreciation of such genres; be they formally spelt out, as in law, e.g., or, more usually, through the powerful social presence of customs as reiterated or not reiterated through personal habits. (277)


Now, what goes for subjective parties can also apply to inter-subjective relationships, i.e., e.g., bipartite relationships, families, groups of friends, communities, organizations, institutions, electorates, nations, etc. However, we should also recognize that although aspects of an institution, e.g., can be treated as like a subjective party, important differences are observed and should be recognized. In voting, e.g., the principle of one person – one vote is subverted when, say, a business is given one or more votes in its own right. An individual who fraudulently double votes, in a court, might be fined or sent to jail, whereas, in contrast, a business that fraudulently votes could be also fined but could not go to jail in its own right (although top representatives of that organization might find themselves doing jail time
). As a meta-principle of fairness or equality, parties with discordant particularities should not be allowed to co-vote in the same type of elections. In a competition, in judging apples and pears, say, at an agricultural show, we should judge apples together, or in their respective classifications, but, not together with pears. On the other hand, we could come to form an assessment, if we were in a position to make such a judgment, that, e.g., this year the apples were of a much better quality than the pears, and, find a confirmation or non-confirmation of this observation with another judge who was involved in the same sorts of assessment as undertaken last year and for some years before.  The ramifications of this set of insights, rightly, are profound. Similarly, a basic acceptance of this ability to move from self-reports to other-reports to pro-relational reports allows us to engage with our relationships in an existential manner? How might this existential orientation be worked towards? (278)

How (do we discern this existential dimension)? Through the dynamic balance or suspension of such reportings!
 Indeed, running these three forms of reporting, both treated in parallel and in apposition, and, then, through entering into suitable forms of forms of resolution and accommodation, the transcendental vista of the existential dimension is opened up before us. This transcendental dimension being, nothing more and nothing less, than an informed pro-relational process of appreciation. ‘Transcendental’ only means ‘trans-judgmental’ given that “judgments are between within or through concepts”,
 and, therefore, must be trans-conceptual, or, more correctly, ‘trans-conceptual in orientation’ (since the ‘process of judgment’ equally cannot escape being in a dialectical relationship with the conceptual material at the basis of the judgmental process
). I.e., ‘acts of judgment’ are ‘trans-cognitive’, and, therefore, ‘trans-intentional’ if we define the ‘intentional’ as a ‘dialectically oriented cognitive amalgam of intentional processes dealing with both perception and/or conception’ albeit through their conceptual representation. In other words, we have a grand (transcendental) equivalence (from the transcendental perspective) between these synonymous terms of ‘transcendental’, ‘trans-cognitive’, ‘trans-intentional’, ‘existential (in its systematic sense)’, ‘judgmental’,
 pro-relational.
 Indeed, from this perspective these terms are all equally synonymous (in reference if not in the derivation of their sense
). (279)

Or, again, by reversing this sequence of ‘self-reports to other-reports to relational-reports’ we can also open ourselves up to this existential dimension, both individually and collectively, through an appreciation of the dialectical reality operating in our interactions between self, other and the relationship itself. By the use of such stratagems, invoked for revealing this transcendental dimension, we can promote the enrichment of our pro-relational appreciation of those relationship under such (transcendental) scrutiny. Indeed, by such means we can become better acquainted with this existential dimension wherein both consequences and valuational formations can be co-experienced and acted upon through suitable processes of enaction called upon and called forth by those relationships themselves through this ‘vocation’ of our acting on their behalf.
 The existential power of a relationship, in effect, guiding us to aspire to these existentially revealed modes of behavior and, therein and thereafter, supervising our enaction of suitable forms of behavior in accordance with their existentially observed dictates.
 (280)


By running these two sequences, in reporting, back to back, an overall transcendental suspension can also be invoked.
 Similarly, invoking other stratagems like conducting epochés, rhetorical suspensions (utilizing questions that invoke an ‘either/or’), metaphorical suspensions (utilizing ‘like), global suspensions (after Husserl), running balanced forms of parallelisms and/or appositions etc., etc., the transcendental complexion of this existential dimension (in its systematic sense) can be induced and simulated through such invocation. In effect, creating an economy where the pro-relational aspect of a relationship can be revealed through the existential currency of that economy wherein, in this existential surplus as an existential excess, such valuational formation is allowed to overflow. This existentially oriented force then being able to enforce suitable processes of enaction that further enrich the existential complexion of that relationship when conducted in a positive manner. A definition of ‘positive’ being indicative of a process of relational enrichment that, in overflowing. is enjoyed or ‘suffered’ by the participants in that relationship (although not necessarily by all those participants?
). (281)


The richness and ongoing enrichment of a relationship, through such transcendental scrutiny, reveals its existential tenor. An existential complexion that arises through the co-association of forms and expressions of consequential analysis and modes of valuational formation. In provisional terms, we could state that the consequence of consequential expression is valuational formation, and, paradoxically, the valuation of valuation expression is expressed through such consequences. Indeed, they also can be seen to be equivalent from a transcendental, trans-judgmental perspective, etc. Let me examine the ramifications of this equivalence (between consequential expression and the expression of valuational formation). (282)


There is an obvious difference between the consequences of processes of enaction conducted within a relationship and valuational formation whose expression deals with matters of identity, (genre) functionality and values. However, I would argue that from a transcendental perspective (in its equivalence with the systematic sense of the existential, etc.) that there is no real difference. Consequences re-direct valuational formation, and, re-directed valuational formation can produce different consequences in a relationship. E.g., if I were to be regularly late in my appointments, be they merely in meeting friends for coffee or, say, in matters of business, etc., then those people with whom I meet on a regular basis would either accept my to-be-expected non-punctuality or, more likely, just stop meeting with me (except in those situations where it was just unavoidable). Either way, such non-punctuality has consequences if only to the extent people rely less on me, or, avoid having to deal with me whatsoever. By definition a non-relational opportunity is a potential negative in existential valuational formation. If people, on knowing my erratic history, just avoid meeting me then they may as well be ‘dead’ for me. Just, to the same extent, as I am, in effect, ‘dead’ to them! Consequently, my erratic behaviour has negatively oriented consequences. On the other hand, a relationship that is found to be a poor performer in terms of an existentially oriented value formation might be profitably truncated through this performance in erratic behavior. So, it is only to be taken as a general statement, that erratic behaviour, that does not suitably conform to reasonable relational expectations, should be regarded in such a negative light. But, it still holds, however, that enacted behavior, through acts of either commission and/or omission, will have consequences to some extent even if those consequences were to be judged on an overall existential basis as positive, neutral, and/or negative in their consequential complexion. (283)


In a similar manner, words uttered are to be also judged in terms of their consequences in the light of their existential reception be that found to be positive, neutral and/or negative in orientation. So, e.g., making an appointment to meet for coffee, although not a formal contract, should be honoured and if those terms of engagement are altered or deferred or cancelled then it behooves the party or parties unable to meet the agreed upon arrangements to inform the other party or parties in this regard. (284)


In the workplace, for the commencement of work, a three-month contract is often the starting point in this process of being hired. Usually, the employer wants to know if the person they have employed is capable of doing the work they were hired for, is punctual, pleasant enough to get along with in the workplace, etc. So, it is understandable that if the employee is not up to the reasonable expectations of the employer that this employer then gets another chance to hire another person. Of course, such expectations, i.e., that a good worker will be hired full-time, can also be exploited where the employer only hires people for three months and then does not renew the contract, never had that intention to do that and that that intention was not expressed to the employee, and, by such measures, hopes to avoid a series of additional costs that might be entailed if they were to hire such labour on a full-time basis. Now, the point I wish to make here is that all behavior has both consequences and co-expressions of valuational formation; even if that latter formation is relatively neutral in complexion. Why? Because in some situations even neutral formations in valuation are problematic. How could a trial be profitably conducted if the members on the jury could say neither “yea” or “nay”, or, were only able to come to a decision by each one of them tossing a coin, or, were to individually cause a mistrial, wittingly or unwittingly, and as a result were, e.g., to let a serial killer free who, thereafter, would then be able to continue to exercise this propensity to dispatch the unsuspecting. So, all consequences express forms of valuational formation, and, all valuational formation has consequences… regardless of overall expressions of positivity, negativity or neutrality exhibited by either our appreciation of consequential processes and/or processes of valuational formation.  (285)


‘Valuational formation’ is the non-chaotically augmented and/or chaotically enhanced value formation associated with phenomenal-phenomenological oriented identity formation, hermeneutically oriented genre functional(ity) formation, and/or, (non-systematic) existentially oriented value formation. Let me examine this form of co-expression, namely, valuational formation. (286)


We can dismiss augmented formation since value added usually equals value of output in a simple process of augmentation. Give a charity $100 and they have $100 extra to utilize. However, a continual, incremental input of sequential addition or subtraction will always reach a point of bifurcation wherein, once reached, chaotically induced behavior will realize radically different processes of re-direction that could be positive, negative or neutral in their ensuing existential richness and subsequent enrichment and/or de-enrichment. Hence this difference in direction which would be either marked or not so marked in intensity… and anywhere else in between. With a more marked degree in chaotically re-directed valuational formation, usually, but not always, there would be a marked change in both current richness and its ensuing enrichment and/or de-enrichment in valuation formation. In other words, in a linear progression in increments, in reaching points of bifurcation in an open, relatively unlimited progression, we must not expect any form of a linear response (given this propensity for chaotic re-direction in transitioning to any change in phase). E.g., in incrementally raising the temperature of water we meet boiling point and, thereafter, a new series of incremental responses given that phase change to steam.  E.g., give a minor charity, that usually deals in a few small donations of $100 of less, $100 million dollars and, thereafter, the organizational complexion of that charity would have to change (and, hopefully, become more professional and more accountable). This type of radically re-directed process of ensuing change can be seen to be relatively chaotic in complexion given the relatively radical difference that would ensue between such input and output across such points of bifurcation. An existentially rich and (re-)enriched scenario, under normal circumstances, would be judged to be positively re-valued though such positive existentialization of that situation in question although such discernment is best conducted in wider relational terms of reference. E.g., if a relatively poor person was working for a charity were suddenly found to be $1,000,000 richer in a very short space of time, and, even though found to have $1,000,000 in their bank account and with no reasonable explanation as to how they acquired those fund, even without a confession of fraud, they would more than likely be viewed as having stolen those funds from the well-funded charity they were working for. That, given that that money was eventually ascertained as having been obtained through fraudulent means, they are now to viewed in such wider terms of reference that re-perceives them as inevitable candidates for a trial that, given nothing to the contrary, will easily find them ‘guilty’, etc. These invocations of wider terms of reference only being valid when those wider terms of reference radically re-evaluate the ‘apparent richness and its enrichment/de-enrichment of a relatively primary frame of reference’ (in line with reasonable set of conventional expectations that would normally be found in that same regard). Relatively poor people do not become wealthy in a short space of time without some adequate reason or set of reasons for this relatively radical transformation in their financial status. The nature of this radical transformation in ‘status’ can also be seen in the progressive immunization of a population. This difference between incrementally redirected non-chaotic augmentation and chaotically inspired re-directed positive enhancement can be found in the scenario of where the population is becoming progressively immunized, via medically organized inoculation, against some potentially deadly infectious or contagious disease. It could be that only when say 95% of the population is inoculated that epidemics are consequentially curtailed. Let us assume, e.g., with a 90% inoculation rate, that an epidemic of disease persists in the 10% that are not inoculated. That, e.g., with around 95% of the local population being inoculated, that this epidemic then no longer has sufficient vectors of infected people to perpetuate this epidemic among the non-inoculated. Thence an ensuing change in the mix of medical complexion suffered by that specific population where this high level of inoculations has been achieved. That chaotic bifurcations are arrived at incrementally, but, only through bifurcations can we find an enhanced degree of radically different enrichment and/or de-enrichment. Processes of positive re-enrichment being read as existential indicators that a process of relative existentialization has occurred (if such enrichment could be re-engaged under identical circumstances, and, survives wider relational terms of valuational reference
). Thence these better grounds for basing existential motivation that incrementally aims to reach these points of bifurcation that, from past experience and/or reasonable prediction, would most likely add to this relatively more radical sense of positive enhancement. That a well-informed process of pro-relational appreciation may well be able, hopefully, to better re-direct us in these more profitable directions (furthering both positive richness and positive enrichment). Thence the central raison d’être for this process of existentialization.
  (287)


Now, I would like to argue that a similar set of arguments, for positive existentialization, that apply to specific levels of the political-economy can also be read as occurring on both more particular and/or general levels of political-economic performance, and, that informative transformational rules can be applied between these various levels in relational organization. E.g., one neo-liberally inspired retrenchment in a certain business does not automatically lead to a level of significantly greater disgruntlement and discontentment in that field of commerce. Nor, for that matter, does a succession of such retrenchments automatically inspire such malcontentment. However, it is also true to say that a re-iterated prospect of wide spread retrenchment will reach a tipping-point where the consequences of such retrenchments will be much greater than their mere summation. It is my opinion, that the neo-liberally inspired political-economic management of the last forty years or so has reached a point of bifurcation with profound ramifications for the overall political-economy. Over many recent years, relentless processes of reiterated mis-equity (i.e., inequity, dis-equity and non-equity, etc.
) have now reached a point that threatens the very survival of our democratic life-worlds and the cultural variety of many minor life-worlds that accompany and have thrived in such a hitherto progressive environment. Let me quickly demonstrate this type of point in the form of the following analogy. (288)


Some years ago, a certain nation had its ministry of business send a directive to the management of the major businesses in that country. The directive read along the lines that one hard-driven business deal was one hard-driven business deal, but, that ten thousand hard-won business deals conducted overseas also traduced the business reputation of that country, and, through the loss of goodwill, other countries would become increasingly reluctant to do future business with their country given this apparent propensity to orchestrate agreements that were much more favourable to this country of Japan. Or, similarly, one commercial seen by children selling ice cream would be not noted, whereas, 6,000 such adds per year, all intended to be seen by children, should present an ethical dilemma and perhaps best dealt with, failing self-regulation by the relevant commercial interests, by putting limits on such advertising (even if it were to override so-called freedoms of information, expression, viewing; or, for businesses to act in their own commercial self-interests without undue limitations,
 etc.). (289)


The point just made, that incremental orchestration can induce profound chaotic re-direction, has serious implications for our appreciation of both consequential analysis and valuational formation. This insight now leads me into re-iterating, once more, a major point of this essay, namely, that ‘chaotic’ consequences unleashed from neo-liberally inspired, relentlessly organized, incremental shifts in political-economic policy settings appears to be fundamentally re-writing the political landscape in an adverse, non-existentially oriented manner! The democratic life-world is being directly and indirectly undermined and deconstructed by both its politicians and their constituents. Politicians and parties beholden to donations and the implicit demands of such donors are incrementally rewriting policy setting in the favour of those who exhibit such largesse. Furthermore, such political deliberations are relatively non-documents and in the face of such lobbying we have, as a result, diminished levels of transparency, accountability and responsibility. Moreover, this neo-liberally oriented ideological mindset is happily overseeing a slew of legislation that promotes further instances of ongoing mis-equity which, in turn, quite naturally, continually deepens the demoralization and disgruntlement of an increasing number of constituents who start to look beyond the major parties for promising forms of political salvation. Hence the rise of populists to meet this accelerating demand. All too often we hear the oft repeated refrain that “politicians are not listening to how their electorates are hurting”. But politicians are listening, forever through polls and focus groups, through the analyses of elections and the like, but, what they are hearing is in no suitable way that which should be properly heard. Reflexively repeated responses in the form of refrains like “jobs”, or, “innovation”, and/or, “tax cuts for businesses” are no longer going to cut through such widespread disillusionment. Correctly, more often in an intuitive sense, they are seen as just more neo-liberally inspired sound bites signaling a further entrenchment of privilege and entitlement at the so-called top end of town. Triggers for further discontentment since the prospects for employment are seen to shrink through casualization of labour, with a continuing diminishment of conditions, static recompense or reductions in commensurate wages; that the wealth born of innovation usually only flows to wealthy investors and top management; and, that tax cuts merely add to the accumulating wealth already being stockpiled by wealthy corporations, etc. No wonder such neo-liberal expressions, grounded in non-evidenced based, ideological reasoning, are now shaking the political world… witness Brexit, Trump, potential future political upsets in Europe, a general disquiet world-wide in the democratic world, etc. Such discontentment is being listened to, but, the deeper reasons for such disgruntlement, truly, are not being suitably heard given the inability of so-called ‘elites’ to collective reverse such policy settings that have led to such disenchantment in the first place! Neo-liberalism has had its day and an effective reversal of its many of iniquitously instituted policy settings has to be instituted… and quickly! But, unfortunately, the very people who should be organizing such a reversal, our politicians, have no idea, like most people, being still blindly wedded to this major discourse of neo-liberalism!  (290)


Imagine, if you would, the following progression… and contemplate how it would influence political outcomes in a democratic life-world. A specific business is not doing too well and reluctantly retrenches ten workers out of a workforce of one hundred individuals. Then, under the influence of neo-liberal ideology one hundred business decide to downsize by ten percent. And, then, decide to downsize again by another ten percent. But, the economy is not picking up, for some reason or other, and ten thousand businesses follow this economic trend in business management. Now, if that were to happen you would have a revolution on your hands. A few disgruntled people can be ignored, but a disgruntled populace is another matter. At some chaotic tipping-point the revolution would get underway. Madness and mayhem as an old elite finds itself replaced by a new elite… unless members of the former manage to find ways of being absorbed into this new nomenclatura without too much fuss and bother. (291)

Unfortunately, revolutions are more prone to dispossess both the dispossessed and the non-dispossessed alike… unless the non-dispossessed are foresighted enough to avoid their otherwise imminent dispossession through re-location outside that country or by exercising some other stratagem… (292)

How might we to avoid the wasteful disruptions of a revolution… by inviting a peaceful process of evolution where, therein and thereafter, the pre-conditions, conditions and post-conditions of relatively adverse processes are reversed and positive, non-adverse, existentially oriented measures are put in place to re-construct that political-economy. (293)

How might this reversal and re-construction be organized? By engaging a process of re-engagement through enacting a positively oriented process of re-engagement; i.e., existentially oriented re-engagement; i.e., re-engagement through positive, chaotically induced re-self-organization. Let me explain. (294)


Reversal, as a counter-process, is enacted through either non-chaotic incremental augmentation and/or chaotically instituted enhancement, although, more correctly, we need to oversee an amalgam of both orientations with a privileging of the latter. In contrast to the mere orchestration of augmentation, this existential process of re-construction, when positively orchestrated, can only be positively enhanced through suitably instituted chaotic forms of re-self-organization. The positively valued valuational formation of such positive enhancement is only arrived at through incremental augmentation, but, chaotically enhanced through such positive processes of re-direction. Incrementally organized non-chaotically oriented reversal is slow, whereas, in contrast, a successful harnessing of these bifurcated points of positive re-direction could well inhibit this prospect of a revolution and also progressively inhibit such intentional expectations that the same might be effectively promoted, etc. (through this demonstration of a positive enhancement in the formation of an existentially oriented valuational process).
 (295)


I have argued elsewhere that deconstruction of a major discourse, such as a neo-liberal ideology, e.g., can be conceived of as either a two-stage process of reversal and replacement, or, as a one stage existential process wherein the relatively adverse is immediately replaced with the relatively non-adverse (through one or more moments of bifurcation engineered through such positively oriented re-directedness). (296)


A state of positive re-self-organization is arrived at through re-directed forms of enaction that are positively self-directed in their self-(re-)organization. In other words, the enhanced positive power of our relationships is such that through properly orchestrated self-organization this process of re-self-organization is able to maintain a current positive existential richness and deliver a certain degree of positive enrichment that will stand that current relationship in better stead. The relativity of this expression of the positive being that which creates value, preserves value, enhances its conservational enrichment and, further, oversees it enhanced meta-conservational enhancement. (297)


How might we organize the realized demonstration of this enhancement of richness in the lived reality of practice itself? By observing its existentialization through the ongoing existentialization of the relatively non-existential in orientation. Let me outline and exemplify this ongoing existential approach (e.g., to the existential re-construction of the political-economy, etc?)? (298)


To achieve a deeper understanding of this ‘ongoing existentialization of the relatively non-existential’ let me first deal with a number of problems and potential objections that could be leveled at this (systematically oriented) existential philosophy. The first problem has been somewhat addressed, namely, the so-called problem of other-minds in so far as questioning the possibility and explanation of how we can go from self-reports to other-reports through the auspices of the meta-textual dimension (although there are those who also quite rightly question even the validity of self-reports given that an effective critique of private languages can be sustained. But as we must start somewhere let us assume that a conventional sense of self-reporting is possible even though purely private languages deconstruct when critically examined). Then, other-reports accepted how do we go from either self-reports and/or other-reports to relational-reports? In essence by invoking a non-textual existential dimension (in its non-systematic sense as the third moment in this dialectic between (phenomenal-phenomenological) text, (hermeneutical) meta-text and (non-systematic existential) non-text. That in essence our three forms of reporting can be seen as the material for an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension that then gives us access to a systematic-existential sense of the pro-relational, etc. That by such means we can gain an insight, through such transcendental care and concern, that then allows us to act on the behalf of that relationship, etc. (299)


A private language can be dismissed given the necessary presence of the meta-textual. The meta-textual frames the adoption and adaption of the textual process in the intentional economy. An economy also involves the necessary presence of a third moment hence the implication of the non-textual aspect of textual experience. As they correlatively define each other (through their conjoint negations) thence the impossibility to claim pure acts of self-reporting, other-reporting or relational-reporting (in a non-systematic sense). (300)


As the meta-textual dimension is genre related it automatically enjoins an inter-subjective dimension.
 Therefore, our ability to shift from a perspective of self to that of other; and back again. By examining this intersubjective dimension of the meta-textual we automatically re-invoke this dimension of the other. Correctly, the problem of other minds should also imply the problem of being able to read our own minds (which, admittedly, for many people is obviously problematic). Therefore, the transitional shift or transformation from conventionally circumscribed relativity of acts of self-reporting to other-reporting can be accomplished through noting this meta-textual dimension and examining hermeneutically the genres of behavior being invoked, etc., and v.v. (301)


In the intentional economy, our transitional shift or transformation to the third moment of the non-textual, as relational-report, therefore, would seem to be the way to bring us toward and reveal, therein and thereafter, this third dimension of the existential in its non-systematic sense; i.e., deliver through its representation relational-reports also in a non-systematic sense. But just what is entailed in such a shift (of our psychic interest towards this third moment)? (302)


Let us ask ourselves what one might expect to be reported in relational reporting? Given its emphasis on this third moment one would expect to find, for a start, at the very least, that kind of information. I.e., the representation of valuational formation, namely, identity formation, the formation of functionality, and, value formation. We can also note that as the non-systematic sense of the existential is our doorway to the transcendental dimension of the existential in its systematic sense, through the overall suspension, then it would follow that what promotes this former sense of the existential would, more than likely, better promote the latter. I.e., what better promotes an existential sense of identity, better promotes functionality and/or better promotes value formation, therefore, would more likely be seen as that expressing this relational aspect to that relationship in question. Moreover, those attempts at the material re-configuration of that relationship that appear to add to overall valuation formation may well be seen as a better expression of that semblance of the relational; be that directly experienced or indirectly inferred. So, in essence, relational reporting is concerned, at least, with this aspect of valuational formation that positively promote identity, functionality and value. By ‘positively, is meant those patterns of enaction that appear to promote the levels of both richness and its further enrichment (under the headings of creation, preservation, conservation and meta-conservation of valuational formation). That, in this regard, our simulated inspection could be conducted in either virtual and/or non-virtual terms of reference. E.g., we see someone we know and we infer that they are hungry but for whatever reason they are too proud to admit this fact. So, e.g., we might cook some extra food and go around to this person’s place and offer some of it to them on the grounds that we have too much left over, and, on the strength of the following fiction, tell this person that because some of our guests were not able to turn up at the last minute we are hoping they would take it rather than have it thrown out. Although a fruitful fiction, i.e., a lie, we would hope by such skillful means give food to this proud and hungry person (making most of our appeal on the grounds that they, too, do not like to see any form of wastefulness). In suspending relevant self-reports in a suspended apposition with relevant other-reports we find our entry to relational-reports in a non-systematic sense. Then, the suspending all three reporting styles, through their ongoing balance, etc., we would open ourselves up to relational-reports now to be read in a systematic sense. I.e., through transcendental equivalence, such systematic relational reports can then be ‘read’ in an engaged judgmental sense as existential reports in a systematic sense. In the anecdote above, we would experience this increase in valuational formation by noting a promoted sense of self-identity on the behalf of both that now-not-so-hungry-person and on the part of that person-who-skillfully-observed-their-de-ontological-duty (by feeding their hungry friend). The person who was fed is also in a better position to function in that relationship given that they are no longer forced by physiological hunger to have to continually think about being hungry, etc. Then, the now no longer hungry person would feel an obligation to the person or persons who fed them, and, in turn the party that fed this hungry person would feel an inner contentment at having fed their hungry friend (minus all the qualms that would have been experienced if they had not successfully done so). (303)


In the light of this understanding, in what form would relational-reports be found expressed in the textual economy (as a representation of the intentional economy, etc.). As suggested we would get representations that reflect on identity, genre-function, and, value formation.
 All three aspects of valuational could be either separately addressed or collectively addressed. So, e.g., in the previous anecdote we see amplification of identities through orchestrated (non-chaotic) augmentation and (chaotic) enhancement. Then, e.g., a hungry person who is able to find themselves fed is a person who is better able to function. In the same vein, we find certain kinds of value come to the fore, e.g., in this instance, a mix of de-ontological and pragmatical forms of value formation. (304)


In essence, then, existential re-construction is realized through those forms of behvioural re-configuration that are perceived to be more productive of positive forms of e/valuation; i.e., that both contribute to the richness and progressive enrichment, through re-enrichment, in valuational formation. In this regard let us now ask how progressive enrichment is realized through re-enrichment, and, how is such positive amplification in valuational formation to be overseen and better expedited? (305)


An experience of the existential is distinctively different from the lack of good faith or bad faith to be experienced in the midst of the relatively non-existential. This existential difference I have explored elsewhere (under the headings, e.g., of the spatial, temporal, personal and inter-personal, etc.). Once this difference is recognized its encounter can be focused upon, and v.v. ‘Encounter’ can be approached in a phenomenal-phenomenological approach. ‘Recognition’ can be approached in a hermeneutical approach. Engagement (in a non-systematic sense) was first seen as a union of an encountered-recognition/recognized-encounter. However, from an emergent perspective we can treat engagement in a systematic sense, as an existential experience in a systematic sense, from a dynamic balance, i.e., an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension, of these three moments (treated in this dynamic sense of equality). In an appreciation of this representation of this overall sense of engagement we can then through virtual and non-virtually simulated modes of engagement determine to what extent such a re-configuration is existentially inspired. I.e., determine to what extent such representation is chaotically re-presented or non-chaotically represented, and, to what extent we find a positive amplification in this semblance of an existential differential. In other words, finding a positive existential re-construction of the overall relationship in question is realized through existential engagement that is re-engaged in that manner that oversees a positive amplification of valuation. Courses of enaction, therefore, that promote an amplification of positive valuational formation being deemed to be existentially oriented, and v.v. However, a question now arises that needs to be addressed, namely, how are we to engage the participants in a relationship that transcends the merely inter-personal through complex levels of organization, institutionalization, bureaucratization, etc? (306)


How do we relate, if at all, to the relational entity of an organization? From a critical (transcendental, pro-relational) perspective is that much different from relating to another person? Or, in analyzing our interaction with another person can we use such insights to progress in our understanding to a comprehension of how we can interact with an organization be that a group, a family, a community, an institution, a nation… or for that matter, with the world at large, his world as lived? (307)


To bridge these gaps in organizational complexity I believe my idea of our directly interacting with the relevant presentation of the phenomenal-phenomenological representations (in their intentional economies of origination and gestation) to be an important key to our relational crossing such apparent discontinuities confronted by such psychic chasms. Let me elaborate. (308)


It is almost a tautology to say that if one were in a relationship with X or x then one is in a direct relationship with X or x. Say you are speaking with a friend (X) then you are directly speaking to them, with them, and, they with you. Or, if you were ‘sitting on a chair’ then you are ‘directly sitting on that chair’. Or, if you were ‘looking at a painting’ then you are ‘directly engaging with that painting’ through vision (and, that that ‘painting was being seen by yourself’). In sitting on a chair, we do seem to be contiguous with it. But, in looking at a painting what does ‘directly’ mean? Is it merely being approximately contiguous, i.e., merely being in front of it, or, is there something more akin or on par with our sitting on a chair? Yes, the painting is just before us. We cannot be too close, on the other hand, we cannot be too far away either to really see that painting.
 We can look through telescopes and see galactic cluster billions of light years away and can hardly say such objects are contiguous or that we are merely in front of them. So, what allows our claim to hold that we are directly in a relationship with that with which we are in a relationship with? As previously suggest, this is the ‘representation’, albeit in its representational economy,
 through which we view that with which we are relating to. But, first let me examine the contrary question, namely, what does it mean to be indirectly related, or, in a similar vein, how doe answer the question of what it might mean to be not related? (309)


Marriage is usually enacted between people not related by birth, or, at least not closely so related. In their relation to each other this genealogical connection is usually absent. Of course, we might all be related through a very distant ‘Eve’ but that genealogical sense of connection cannot be recounted in terms of the naming of specific ancestors. On the other hand, some form of connection could be argued for in scientific terms on the basis of DNA, preservation of certain genes, etc. In other words, the absence of an essential feature allows us to declare that the parties are not related. (310)

Now, hypothetically, given the imputed transcendental unity of the Life-World, and its expression through all forms of non-transcendental, natural possibilities that could be actualized in this world as lived, it would follow that in such unified transcendental terms of possibility that all things are related through such transcendental unity. In the interconnected, holistically expressed unity of this world non-relatedness could only be delineated through the absence of certain features. So, e.g., I can sit on this chair because I am embodied in this world with this chair. On the other hand, I cannot enter into a meaningful dialogue with that chair because chairs cannot converse even though they could be addressed (say, in Latin of Sanskrit). Or, e.g., two pieces of fruit, in a fruit bowl, can be related to each other as ‘fruits’ even if one were an apple and the other were to be an orange. So, we can say in that fruit bowl there are ‘two pieces of fruit’ but not that there are ‘two apples’ or ‘two oranges’. In essence, therefore, relations are determined in terms of common properties, and, non-relations are determined in terms of the absence of certain properties from a spectrum of properties that are held in common. So, e.g., I can relate to a chair as a contiguous or nearly contiguous physical object upon which I could sit, but, cannot relate to it as a party with whom I can converse (although not ruling out the possibility of a computerized chair with speech recognition and speech generation, etc., that might be able to appear as being able to converse sensibly). In such an understanding, then, how do we account for indirect relations? (311)


We could do this through an overlapping commonality of shared properties. Say we had two fruit bowls with an apple and an orange in both bowls. We could say that they are both bowls are related because they have fruit in them, etc. We could also say the apple in the first bowl is related to the apple in the second bowl by virtue of both of them being ‘apples’, in a fruit bowl, in the same room, etc. We could also argue that these two apples are only indirectly related through ‘appleness’ by virtue of not being in the same fruit bowl. (312)


‘Indirectness’ could also be argued through overlapping non-coincidence or, i.e., through forms of a partial overlapping of properties. E.g., Jack knows Jill who knows Bill where the latter does not know Jack but does know of Jack (through Jill having spoken to Jack about this person ‘Bill’). Hence this distinction between ‘knowing’ directly and indirectly ‘knowing of’. Or, we might ask what relationship is there between a non-virtual apple and a virtual apple, say, a dream apple or the memory of an apple once eaten?? All these apples are apple-like given that we can talk about them as ‘apples’. On the other hand, dream apples cannot satisfactorily satisfy physiological hunger, and, an apple once fully eaten cannot be eaten again. So, a dream apple may look like an apple but can only bear an indirect resemblance given it cannot be digested, and, somewhat similarly, a remembered apple can no longer be digested again (except in the virtual nature of the imagination). (313)


But, we still have another philosophical problem given that to be in a relationship a directness of relating must still be in evidence for how otherwise could an act of relating be envisaged? How do we account for this relational directness (other than through this imputed transcendental unity of the Life-World, etc.)? (314)


To resolve this problem, I would like to propose a form of representational connectedness in and through the representation should such connectedness be demonstrated in and through that associated representational economy. In my relational connectedness to another person, be that as a lover or a friend, as a relative or an associate in some form, we do not have to be immediately contiguous with them to remain in a relationship with them. Your lover may go to work but you are still related to them, hopefully, in that manner of being their lover, and v.v. Or, you may see a friend once a week or every other week, still, they remain your friend in the interim. In other words, in our representation of that relationship the nature of that relationship is expressed through that representational economy. (315) 

Now, to flesh out the significance of this representational relating I need to note two important facets in this act of relating, namely, its relatively internal significance, and, its relatively external significance (as well as a third condition or facet of their interactive harmonization). That when these two interactive conditions are met we can then claim some form of relational directness in those same collective terms of reference. As a transcendental phenomenologist, etc., we automatically and absolutely do away with the literal significance of a so-called ‘external world’, world/s of the other, and, the absolute solitude of our own so-called ‘internal world’. As already demonstrated, self-reports, through their meta-textual participation, can be converted into other-reports, and v.v. Then, as intimated, private languages also have to be dismissed on similar grounds, namely, that no form of intentional ideation and its textualization can escape its meta-textual backgrounding, etc. I.e., cannot escape a necessary and sufficient degree of inter-subjective input. That the meta-textual dimension is inter-subjectively based given our ability to communicate both with others and our own sense/s of self in the commonality of language, etc. Hence the correlativity between self-reports and other-reports in this regard. As pre-conditions for communication, be that either self-reporting and/or other-reporting, we need to observe a sufficient relative degree of internal consistency (non-contradictoriness) in intentional formation, and, a sufficient relative degree of external consistency (coherence) in intentional formation. Moreover, we also need a sufficient degree of interactive harmony between these two relative, non-absolute fields in the intentional formation of that representation. I collectively place these three requirements under the term ‘suitable’ noting relative internal propriety (of intentional formation of the intention or set of intensions), relative external appropriateness (of intentional formation within its associated background field), and, appositeness (of the relations between the former in the full intentional formation of that intension or set of intentions). Or, we could say that suitability is supplied in the adequately observed formation of that representational economy. By ‘relative; is merely meant ‘non-absolute’, ‘in harmony with the overall purport of the intentional formation’. E.g., in thinking about ‘Jack’ we do not want to mistake or mix up our representational information concerning ‘Bill’, and v.v. In effect, observing the limits set in the construction of such ideation. So, this representational complex is ‘Jack’ and this one is ‘Bill’. We can also note that ‘propriety’ (in this sense of relatively internal non-contradictoriness) is phenomenal-phenomenologically oriented, ‘appropriateness’ (in this sense of relatively external coherence in its associated field) is hermeneutically oriented, and, ‘appositeness’ (in the relative harmonization of the former) is existentially oriented. That collectively we get a representational economy dealing with the simulated interactions between the dialectical facets, respectively, of presentation, representation and re-presentation. So, in effect, the directness of economy arises through the recognition, that given no absolute external world/s nor any absolute internal worlds in the simulation of the representation, a directness of relations is established in accordance with the suitable comprehension of that in question. (316)


But, no doubt, various seemingly reasonable objections could be raised such as how can I have a direct relationship with a person I don’t know but only know of, or, with a person who is now dead and who may have died before I was born, or, with someone not as yet met, etc., etc? (317)


On a representational level, these distinctions melt away given that they are all found within a representational economy through simulation. That, then, in terms of such representational classifications can we say whether internal propriety or external appropriateness, etc., is correctly observed, etc. For a start, such representations cannot be absolutely dismissed as ‘absolutely mere representations’ even though in relative terms they can phenomenologically be treated as ‘relatively mere representations (i.e., as representational classifications). Because the metaphorical distinction between ‘external world/s and internal world/s’ is absolutely done away on the epistemological grounds that ‘is’ is not ‘like’, given that ‘like’ is ‘both is and is not’, it follows that representational treatment of realities assumed to be not just virtual, but to be non-virtual, must imply their direct relatedness (in both fact and/or in experience). So, in an intentional language, we could say that the intentional objective of the Moon is in some form of a direct relationship with the full phenomenological reality of this objective per se without de-invoking some form of fatal non-relatedness. Equally, we say that when we know of something without directly knowing that that our knowing of it is being directly engaged if only on this level of knowing about. As representations are representations regardless as to what they are representations of it follows their direct interaction, albeit for that person or persons in question, that intentional subject or set of intentional subjects, who experience/s this instance of representational interaction. That the intentional objective of a representation is in a state of direct interactiveness with its associated intentions if that be the truth of the matter in accordance with the kind/s of representational classification being invoked. I.e., suitable representative invocation is directly interactive with its objective reality. If I am looking at the Moon then that Moon seen is the Moon. If I am thinking about the Moon and my thoughts are about that Moon then my thoughts are directly directed at that Moon. Because we can hold no absolute distinction between so-called internal and external worlds! (318)

What distinctions, if at all, can we make then (given the evacuation of traditional, metaphorically based, conventional distinctions)? Representational subjects; suitability; and, critical compliance between the former. This representation is constructed by me. This representational complex is properly constructed, appropriately situated in a visual field, and, there is a harmony between these facets. This representation of my seeing the Moon at this moment in time is true, for me, given that it is true I am seeing this Moon right now. It would also be the case, i.e., true, for another person standing beside me if they were adequately sighted, and, find that this to be the case when, e.g., my friend beside me points out to myself the full moon just rising and remarks how beautiful it looks. Hence the confluence of these three conditions, namely, an intentional subject experiencing intentional representations, and, that these representations are suitably constructed in adequate terms of reference in keeping with the phenomenal-phenomenological nature of that being represented, and, that there is an adequate degree of harmonization being entertained between these two correlative aspects of representational subjective-processes and representational objective-content. (319)


Implicit in this direct experience of the directness of representational ideation is the inescapable fact that representations cannot be dismissed as absolutely nothing more than simulations given that their emergent significance cannot be just reductively deconstructed.
 Furthermore, we are directly in contact with the same given they are our representations constructed by us.
 Moreover, given the relational unity of this world as lived it follows that all representative constructions possess their own limited sense of a self-perspective, with or without intentional consciousness (depending on its level of epistemological organization), given that the emergence of any form of distinctive identity cannot be absolutely deconstructed under any form of reductive treatment.
 In other words, all forms of relational interaction are direct and indirect forms of interaction or non-interaction arise through, respectively, less essential and more essential phenomenal-phenomenological modalities. Just as non-virtual apple in this fruit bowl, e.g., can be handled and eaten; or, referred to as still remaining in this fruit bowl; and, can be talked about after it was eaten. And a virtual apple, say a dream apple, can be directly referred to by the dreaming person on wakening or indirectly referred to by someone else in their talking about the recollection of this dreamer, and, is recognized as not having a full complement of phenomenal-phenomenological modalities that would be expected to occur in our engaged, encountered and recognized interaction with a non-virtual instance of this type of fruit. Thence the directness of all forms of interaction subject to these qualifications of representative intentional construction, suitability of modal construction, and, a harmonization between these facets of intentional subjectivity and intentional objectivity (as found enacted in the intentional inter-subjectivity of this world as lived). (320)


Therefore, all forms of interaction are directly enacted even if such interactions, in a conventional sense, are treated or retreated as direct, indirect and/or non-direct. (321)


Therefore, through interactive representation, in a suitably constructed representational economy, all representations are directly engaged even if their purport is direct, indirect and/or non-direct (like an apple, an existent apple being referred to, and, an apple that has been eaten, etc.). (322)


Therefore, through representation, in a representational economy, all such representations are directly engaged in suitable accordance with their intentional complexion. That our critically engaged encountering of recognition opens us up to discerning an alignment between interpretations and that interpreted when suitable forms of alignment are realized from all sides entered into in those relationships as carefully focused upon. Such alignments being found refined through re-enacted processes of re-alignment. Its economic appreciation also revealing its valuational formation to be discerned by that intentional subject or set of intentional subjects so engaged with a similarity of intentional representation albeit from the perspective of those intentional subjects themselves. Just as a mountain can be viewed in the distance in all those location from whence it can be seen if such sight is unobstructed, or, upon the slopes of that mountain itself, or, from the very apex of that mountain as one looks down upon its elevated terrain as seen below. In truth, furthermore, that mountain through its validated representation/s can be directly related even when its conventional treatment is viewed in direct, indirect or non-direct terms of reference. As, e.g., when it is being seen, referred to or referred to as no longer currently existent (as in those instances of a volcanic mountain that completely loses its bulk through some form of explosive eruption or in a series of such eruptions, or, when geologists talk about huge mountain ranges that over eons of time have now been considerably depleted through such long-term erosion). (323)


If we are in a position to closely examine such representations the apparent truth of those representations can be discerned if and only if (iff) the representational economy associated with those representations can be interacted with to that level of detail demanded by those same terms of engagement. So, is there an apple in that fruit bowl in the kitchen. Yes, I can see it and it smells very nice… and tastes very nice too. My friend tells me that there is an apple in that fruit bowl and I trust their reporting. Later, I am able to verify the existence of this apple referred to by seeing it as I go past that bowl. But, now, having eaten that apple, I can confirm it tasted very nice. (324)


A truth claim is a representation of a representation that is affirmed in the form as finally found as definitively represented (through the refinement of our interaction/s given the phenomenal-phenomenological nature of our re-engagement/s). (325)


Truth, therefore, could be defined as: the ‘sense of the claim is true’ if and only if (iff) the objective report, in the relative object language, holds; given the presupposition of the successful harmonization of its adequate suitability in intentional formation. This is to adopt and adapt a Tarskian version of semantic truth. This representation of a certain apple as referred to, as seen and eaten is true being correctly referred to, seen and eaten! I.e., the representation in question as a set correctly nominates its member/s iff that nominated member/s was encountered, recognized and engaged. The existential complexion of its non-systematic engagement most likely indicating the existential complexion of its systematic existential complex as embraced in our collective appreciation of its phenomenal-phenomenological encounter, its hermeneutical recognition and non-systematic existential engagement as viewed through an adequately enacted ongoing, overall transcendental suspension
). Or, more simply, it was correctly embraced in the form it was found to be embraced… as found through the refinement of its re-embracement. (326)


Systematic existentially oriented embracement is also a balance of the representational aspects of our embodiment/s, our embeddedness/es with others, and, our embankment/s with this world at large, this world as lived. In this state, we find our emplacement before-other, with-others. (327)


But, because our intentional desires, as expressed in and through various forms of intentional economies, can never be instantly realized such emplacement is experienced through forms of displacement in keeping with the current non-realization of such aspirational intentions (be they in the form of personal ambitions and/or interpersonal aspirations). However, through well-place intentional persistence some of our intentions can be realized through processes of de-displacement. Thence the enaction of our intentional economies, etc. (328)


Now, as noted, representations cannot be absolutely
 dismissed as mere representation(al simulation)s by virtue of the fact that they emerge in a representational economy (of presentations, representations and re-presentations). What is entailed in this economy, and, what are the ramifications that flow from such insights such as, e.g., the nature of engagement (through the auspices of representational simulations), the complexities of valuational formation, enactive possibilities, consequential analyses, the successful co-realization of personal ambitions and interpersonal aspirations, etc? Or, ultimately, in the context of our topic examined in this extended-essay, an outline of viable pathways need to be indicated for the existential re-construction of the political-economy (and its co-reformational restoration of our democratic life-worlds).
 (329)


We live in this world, this world as lived, as redefined through our intentional enactions; i.e., through intentionally directed actions and/or non-actions. We don’t live in our so-called internal world/s in any rationalistic or idealistic sense nor do we merely persist in our so-called external world/s as a concatenation of just atoms in any materialistic or realistic sense. On the other hand, we directly embrace this world as lived through, collectively, our senses of embodiment, our senses of embeddedness and our senses of embankment. Thence our direct embrace of the embodiment of both self and others, the embeddedness of our self before others along with our embankment with others in the sharing of this same world as lived, albeit in and through those perspectives we bring to this same world as lived with-others, before-others.... (330)


Because we live in this same world, through a sharing of representations, albeit from our own points of view, self-reports can be transformed into other-reports, and v.v. Thence the effective, but limited, correlativity of self with other subjects, and v.v. (331)

Furthermore, given our representational-directness of interaction with the objective presentations of this world as lived with-others it follows that we must also have a correlative relationship in and through our embankment/s in this world as lived albeit from the perspective of ourselves and others. (332)

Hence, also, our ability to write object-reports (and state-reports) about this world as lived. Then, also, our ability to suspend, through a dynamic balance, all such reporting… as our transcendental entry to this existential dimension (in its systematic sense) wherein all such representational formations can be embrace, suspended, de-suspended and acted upon in our pro-relationally oriented engagement with this world as lived and all that lives, has lived or will live therein. (333)

How do we account, then, for this ahistorical dimension? (334)


Through representational simulations, in their respective representational economies, we find we are directly related to those simulations even if such simulations read in a conventional mode are treated as being directly engaged, indirectly engaged or non-engaged. (335)


Let me further explore this concept of representational-directness. The ideas of an eternal world/s and its contrast with internal world/s can be easily deconstructed. That accepted, we are left with a representational-directness where our appreciation of the same is some form of an alignment with the same. E.g., if we see a bent stick, half of which is in the water and other half if it is being held out of the water, and being bent at that point it enters the water, the more knowing might suspect it to actually be a straight stick. This supposition can be confirmed if the stick is pulled from the water and we then realize it is a straight stick that only looked bend when half of it was immersed. In other words, we confirmed our suppositions by entering a process of re-alignment. We are already seeing a stick and the existence of that stick is not in dispute. If it were bent and we thought it was straight then we can confirm or disconfirm this supposition by viewing the entire stick out of the water or if it were to be fully immersed and seen in its entirety underwater. Through such interactive re-engagement, we find a progressive state of refined alignment through such verified re-alignment. We can make no claim for absolute mis-alignment since we would have no presuppositional ideal of what we were actually dealing with. Just as to tell a lie we must tell a series of truths first and then just tweak a few details. Similarly, at the other extreme, no respectable phenomenologist or philosopher now would claim absolute truthful appreciations of situational or synthetic alignment outside or beyond a priori or analytic forms of truth claims. A person could get %100 in an exam, say a maths text, if that examination were set up in such a manner that people could get 100% of the questions correct if they answered all its questions correctly. On the other hand, how could we claim with 100% certainty that x number of people who sat that exam successfully completed it 100%? We could say that the evaluation of the successfulness or non-successfulness of that examination itself is a form of test with analytical or a priori like considerations. Or, we might like to redefine our appreciation of those results as some form of meta-appreciation. Regardless of such distinctions, where is the fine line to be drawn between here matters of fact and matters of some formulaic equation that merely define what is true and what is not true or false in those closed terms of reference? In truth, we need a mix of the a priori and the synthetic to describe a situation and appreciate what forms of alignment or non-alignment might apply therein or thereabouts. And here we have clue, namely, to what extent a system is circumscribed and its true values fully determined to that degree that system is written in in a priori terms of reference. Or, in contrast, to what extent the system is more synthetically oriented in its truth evaluation and appreciation. In the latter, no respectable disciplinarian would or could claim absolute certainty, nor, under normal circumstances now feel a need to make such a claim. Feelings of indubitability can still be held in order to reinforce degrees of conviction, but, no longer maintained with an absolute certainty given that absolute certainty can no longer be upheld. Such certainty would need to be ascertained as certain and that meta-ascertainment would need to be re-ascertained, etc., etc. But, the world doesn’t work that way nor need to work that way. It is true a pregnant woman is pregnant and cannot be half-pregnant because such a claim is analytically pre-constructed, but, our certainty about that pregnancy itself is a claim with some form of probability until the delivery in which case it takes on an analytical flavor once again. A child is born, all children need to be born or, at least that is how things happen in the natural world. So, in an open system truth claims are also open. In a closed system truth claims can be closed as well. In a making a truth claim we need a pre-suppositional ground of closure in oreder to then make open considerations of truth upon such a basis. So, e.g., the ‘bent stick’ upon being examined when pulled completely out of the water or completely submerged under the water is either relatively straight or relatively bent. But, to be either straight or bent we must assume that the stick is a ‘stick’. Thence the differential nature of analytic truth values and synthetical truth values whilst at the same time a dependence of the latter upon the pre-suppositional basis of the former. This appreciation of alignment, through re-alignment, is a refinement of our synthetical appreciation, that, in synthetic terms, can never be ascertained in absolute, non-analytical terms of reference although probabilities may give us the degree of certainty or non-certainty that might otherwise be accepted in lieu of such impossible certainty. (336)


In our representational-directness we are fully exposed to this differential between the analytic and the synthetic. Indeed, we could say that the particular hermeneutics of our situatedness is discerned through the analytically oriented, and, the phenomenological specificity of our current focus is determined synthetically. That the ongoing, developing relationship between these two dialectical facets then establishes this non-systematic dialectical sense of the existential, as the so-called third moment, along with its flows of ensuing valuational formation in keeping with the tenor established by the nature of the textuality being engaged (i.e., e.g.., acts of vision, imaginative speculation, logical analysis, factual determination, acts of memory, processes of identification, etc.
). (337)


This concept of representational-directness also has a number of other implications in our re-consideration of truth e/valuation. Perceiving the hermeneutic core of any general investigation, particular analysis or specific examination to be this analytical pre-suppositional basis means that we cannot be absolutely wrong, whilst, at the same time, given our phenomenological inability to absolutely determine the synthetic implies that we also should not propose absolute certainty in any other form than either in some form of assured probability or analytical dictation where in a probability is treated as rightly assumed. So, we may not be absolutely certain the sun will appear to rise tomorrow morning, however, it is a safe bet. If the sun did not appear to arise the following morning the losing party would not be able to pay the winning party since they both would not be in a position to make this payment. Moreover, we must proceed through this world as if most of it were decided, in terms of it socially and individually pre-determine truth determinations, since without such de facto certainty we would not be able to proceed otherwise. But, a number of other considerations should also be noted as assisting us in our overall truth discrimination and, therein and thereafter, can assist us to navigate and negotiate a world awash and awry with alternative facts, truthiness, duplicity, delusional thinking, denialism, psychotic and pseudo-psychotic misinterpretation, etc., etc. Namely, that our representations and their truth determinations are verily created both by us and others in varying degrees of harmonic alignment, and, our world is mapped in many overlapping dimensions where truth is established more effectively, if not decisively, through both its transformational richness and enrichment of its interconnections. Let me explain these two aspects to representational-directness involved in our direct personal constructionism and in the interpersonal reconstructionism as well as our developing a harmonic alignment between the same in a personal-interpersonal re-constructionism. Just what is entailed in this vision of truth that both explains non-truthfulness, truthfulness and the potentiality of the latter to rectify the former (should there be a willingness to be open to such re-negotiations and a non-refusal to rewrite our ontological and epistemological commitments [lest they become pseudo-psychotic or psychotic over-commitments or under-commitments]). (338)


On those occasions when I have experience vivid dream imagery, in a hypnogogic state (just after going to sleep) or in a hypnopompic state (just before waking), I have noted, in line with oft cited Buddhist comments on mediation and visualization techniques, that we will also be aware that it is oneself who is the creator of such imagery. Such insight gives one a solution to the problem of dreaming after Descartes et al. If one’s imagery is highly integrated then it represents the epistemological fact that one’s consciousness is also highly integrated, and, therefore, one is in a position to recognize that this imagery is created by oneself in a dream-like state of consciousness. So, in effect, realistic imagery is seen through as self-created and self-manipulated (as one can find out by easily re-adjusting the manner of its apparent reality). That what appears as real is seen through as self-created and, therefore, as virtual and not non-virtual. On the other hand, in a loss of such gestalt integrity our dream imagery will reflect this loss of integration too. Our dreams now take on a surreal, patch-like quilt of disconnected loosely formed associations that strike us as more unreal than real. To that extent that we can think coherently we recognize we are dreaming and what is being experienced is virtual and not non-virtual. So, our dreams, effectively, cannot fool us when (suitably) scrutinized. (339)


Similarly, in non-dreaming states of consciousness we can also discern this element of self-construction(ism)) on our part. And, by extension, that role played by social-construction(ism) through the use of language, social assertion of what is considered to be true, real, valuable, incontestable, sacred, etc. Seen in this light of self-construction and other-construction our re-e/valuation can be tempered through either an act or series of acts of self-assertion/re-assertion and/or a re-consideration of an act or series of acts of other-assertion/re-assertion. This can be accomplished through a mental reservation or publicly expressed through some form of textual assertion or re-assertion with or without negotiating/renegotiating/re-negotiating
 official narratives and proponents of such narratives and their associated disciplines along with the power relations involved in such arbitrated negotiations. In other words, one would hope through closer scrutiny of the texts involved that one would be able to determine in what manner these envisaged representations are put together by oneself or by some other party or by that culture in question or by political forces insisting on such a representational configuration, etc. However, this leads me to note that there is also a third party that at the end of the day can be stronger than the first two of self-reports/self-constructions and other-reports/other-constructions, namely, the very reality, itself, of this world as lived. Let me now explore the greater power of this dimension even it gets overridden, in part, sadly all too often, by self and others. (340)


To survive in this world, we need to have some valid understanding of it. Here is a wax apple and here is a freshly picked apple. Which one would you choose to eat? And which one would you choose to add to the ornamental fruit bowl that already has placed upon it a few pieces of wax fruit? Reality does have a habit of forcing us, eventually, to decide more wisely. Unfortunately, in the interim, the way we come to see the world is also the result of how various narratives are found to be relatively successful or otherwise in their competition with each other, and, to what extent power relations support one major interpretation over all others, and, how commensurable certain narratives are with each other and to what extent they find forms of suitable harmonization and accommodation, etc. E.g., some geological essays written in the Victorian era today seem to us to be rather comical in their attempts to harmonize certain Biblical texts dealing with the Creation, Noah’s flood, etc., with scientific interpretations, and v.v. Then, the fact that Darwinian evolution, e.g., was received in such a controversial manner well illustrates this same point that the way we see the world can also be reframed through powerfully invested narratives whose ideological over-commitments just distort how this world comes to be seen. Just how do we overcome such ideological over-commitment if that were possible? Or, for that matter, how do we equally get around a lack of ideological commitment if through a lack of motivation sensible observation and promotion is just not promoted and also suitably appreciated? I would argue that a suitable and adequately enacted ongoing, overall transcendental suspension should theoretically obviate both ideological over-commitment and/or under-commitment. That the pre-conditional material for this suspension is some form of ideological commitment given that that is a starting point in all processes of rectification (of ideological over-commitment). But, this starting point in a critical, trans-cognitive, ‘transcendental’ process of judgment needs to be sufficiently balanced and the adequate psychic introduction of a counter-commitment effectively rules out, automatically, a process enacted with a certain degree of under-commitment. Then in this dynamic balance all forms of commitment are provisionally neutralized in order to expose the functional-structures of the cognitively formed intentional process-content in such a manner that competency of alternative interpretations can then also be co-evaluated and better appreciated in order to determine modes of alignment that are more productive of positive forms of valuational formation. In this process of critical e/valuation various promising strands of representational-simulation are run in order to re-e/valuate the apparent competency of such representational modeling. In effect, letting apparent intentional representational forms of nature, more or less, progressively re-write more effective forms of representational modeling. (341)


Now, some people might argue that such representational-simulation would involve suitable forms of imagery and their manipulation in order to refine such alignments in question be that between ideas and images, possible facts and actual facts, judgments and that being judged, etc., etc. But, if I were to ask you if you enjoyed the last novel you read or the last film you saw you would most likely answer immediately with a “yes” or “no” and, perhaps, also proffer a series of qualifications with such s simple reply. Obviously, an image or series of images need not be visualized in order to ascertain the truth status of some form of assessment you had previously made or have just made. On the other hand, if one wanted to check or reassess one’s assessment one might then resort to a more detailed form of specification. (342)


Through observations, through various forms of testimony, through narratives, through the nature of our cultural milieus, etc., we also find much the world pre-assessed for us. Indeed, our overall sense of a world is mapped out for us in a series of overlapping dimensions associated with different narratives, etc. So, e.g., the morning sun appears to rise whilst this same Sun in a scientific vista is ‘seen’ as the center of the Solar System. In my delineation of a first order the distinctive features of the world are itemized for us in a seemingly multi-dimensional catalogue of overlapping atomic-like bits and pieces. Then these same ‘atoms’ are ascribed with various forms of potential molecular accommodation. At the very root to such semi-systematized system we have a panorama of simple phenomenological repertoires. E.g., drinking, eating, moving, speaking, lying down, standing up, turning around, going to sleep, waking up and so on. Then, hand in hand with cultural forms of definition we find drinking co-opts a drinking vessel (rather than two hands cupped together), etc. Then, we have modes of drinking such as drinking water or drinking coffee, etc. Then such basic modes are mixed so we have, e.g., a ‘meeting for a coffee and conversation’, etc., etc. Such basic modalities and their cultural defined modes of life give the sense of that under examination. In its atomic-like distinctiveness we have a first order of examination. In their successful accommodation with other modalities and modes we enter a second order of examination. (343)


Through language, etc., we have a world mapped out for us. Some items in this multi-dimensional mapping cut across those dimensions. E.g., the word ‘home’ could mean where you live now, the feeling of ‘being at home’ when somewhere else, your country of origin, etc., etc. Or, e.g., the word ‘drink’ has many denotations and each one of those denotations could have a range of connotations for different people. So, although it is the case that first ordered considerations focus on atomic-like units of meaning those meanings are meta-textually and contextually (con-textually) sited/cited/sighted. Such con-texting considerations also help us to decide which molecular associations and accommodations are possible or impossible. So, we usually dismiss expressions like ‘green-noises’ the semantic units ‘green’ and ‘noise’ cannot be engineered in such a manner so as to be seen to fit together. On the other hand, we use the expression ‘white-noise’ not because we have noises that are white but because we use ‘white’ in this instance as a metaphor to mean ‘all the colours under the rainbow to produce a bland white coloured light’ which as a metaphorical image or simile is transferred to a noise consisting of multiple wavelengths of sound being co-emitted at the same time. So, we do not get ‘square-circles’ because the set ‘square-circle’ has no members that are both square and circular. On the other hand, we could get a ‘circle of people’ who could be considered rather ‘square’ or old fashion (as an instance of a term being used in its metaphorical denotation/connotation rather than in its impossible non-metaphorical sense. To better understand representational-directness and its representational-mapping of this world as lived let me more formally introduce this topic of orders (whose introduction has been just noted above). (344)


This philosophy of orders was developed by myself to explain how the word ‘is’ has many meanings, and, how those various meanings seem to relate to each other, indeed, how they seem to be built up one upon the other, and, in this regard, deserve to be both distinguished and accommodated with respect to how other states are ordered in their distinctive manner. Such an exercise having a number of critical point to make, namely, noting distinctive logical subjects, noting the suitability of their connections, noting process-orientations and content-orientations, and, a noting a difference between trans-cognitive processes of judgments and the cognitive contents of such processes that find such judgment; then noting six kinds of distinctive judgment with which we need to observe their critical distinctiveness and in what manner they also find forms of conventional accommodation, etc. (345)


In structural terms, we note a cognitive set of six orders and their corresponding set of six judgmental, trans-cognitive correlatives. These orders can then be treated in parallel in a linear format or in a circular format where backgrounds to that under focus allow us to move to the next order through forms of treatment that focus on those backgrounds, and v.v. (through opposite processes of foregrounding). Such hexaform complexity being somewhat simplified through a tripartite economy at the basis of this hexaform ordered economy (where our six orders are arrived at through relatively subtle forms of privilege or de-privilege of those three dialectical poles or moments of World, Object and Ego). Tripartite economy being invoked to comprehend bipartite dialectical forms of resonance, say between perceptual processes versus conceptual process at the center of the cognitive economy depicted as a Cognitive Aspect as a cognitive level in the epistemological organization of the psyche and paralleling the formation of intentions (then subject to a higher level of treatment in a judgmental, trans-cognitive level of epistemological organization). Now, none of the above could possibly be understood without me carefully working my way, step by step, through an introduction of those terms and outlining their interconnectedness in this schematization of the psyche. (346)


One insight at the core of this edifice is to account for the nature of the relationship, on one hand, between perceptions and conceptions and, on the other hand, between conceptions and (acts of) judgments. Taking a leaf from Kant, I concur with the comment that ‘judgment is of concepts’. I expand this to observe that ‘the act of judgment is of, through, between or past concepts’. What is judged are those forms of conceptual material that are subject to conceptual treatment. We could metaphorical go through a concept to find another within it, or, look between a series of concepts, or, go beyond the limits of a concept per se to see how it has implications, etc., beyond that concept itself. If we were to say “this book is beautiful” we mean ‘the idea/concept of beauty applies to this idea/concept of this book’. We can then (meta-transformationally treat/re)treat this trans-conceptual act of judgment to then state “this book is beautiful” in the form of cognitive statement where this judgmental process is now applied to this reseen act of perception. Hence this cognitive relationship between perception and conception, and, this trans-cognitive relationship between the cognitive treatment of either a conception or the perception treated as a conception then subjected to an act of trans-cognitive judgment. Judgment being trans-cognitive in orientation by virtue of its dealing with cognitive material i.e., either concepts per se or conceptual translations of perceptual states. Then acts of judgmental deliberation produce cognitive statements or propositions (and we find this ambivalence is already present in the word ‘judgment’ where we find it to mean either an ‘act of judgment’ and/or the ‘judgment delivered in an act of judgment’). (347)


In archetypal terms, I note six orders with a resonance between the third order and the fourth order; implying these two orders should be viewed as process-oriented. Nominating conceptual ideation as the third order we can then note the fourth order as perceptual in orientation. Now we can go (through transformation) from a conceptual field to a perceptual field and back again under certain circumstances that allow suh transformations. So, e.g., the concept of a ‘black coloured book’ can be transferred to the percept of a ‘black coloured book’ should a black book be seen non-virtually or imagined or remembered in virtual terms of reference. On the other hand, e.g., we may conceive of ‘our walking naked on the surface of the moon’ whereas in fact that would be not perceivable being impossible to perform even though in our imaginations we might imagine it being able to happening. Or, then again, we might think we can think about four-sided triangles or meet the concept of love in the here and now as if it were something we could see in its own right. Or, in truth, e.g., we cannot really see something called ‘pride’ in and of itself, but, we might see a ‘proud person’ who we regard or might self-regard themselves as ‘being proud’. So, the concept of ‘pride’, correctly, is inferred and not seen directly. Thus ‘pride’ is a conceptual approach that cannot be directly transformed into a fourth order of perceptual treatment. Thus, pride per se is a third order state of affairs that can never be directly transformed into a fourth order as something that can be directly seen per se. In contrast, the first order conceptual content of a ‘four-sided triangle’ could never be integrated in a second order and, therefore, could never be reviewed in either integrated conceptual terms of reference or in integrated perceptual terms of reference. Obviously, by not passing such ordered hurdles, a ‘four-sided triangle’ could never a possible state of affairs in the world let alone be discerned as a true fact. In effect, this heuristic device should be able to assist the philosopher and non-philosopher alike as they make their passage through this world as lived with-others, before-others. (348)


Let me now outline these orders in their cognitive and trans-cognitive formats. Then, let me examine the rules both under which each order operates and for how the transition or transformation to the next order is be supervised.
 Next, let me note how these two formats, the cognitive orders and the trans-cognitive orders, can be interrelated in a meta-transformation philosophy. Then I will proffer a way to simplify this ordered philosophy by showing that their hexapartite structure, in a nonlinear sense, can be economically based on the intentional interactions between the polarities of gestalt focus (Object), gestalt background (World) and intentional subjectivity (Ego) where through a subtle privileging/de-privileging of the same these six orders can be generated. The concepts of insurance and assurance will then be introduced and examined. To end this examination of an ordered philosophy I will examine the concept of truth evaluation and the critical implications such a schematization has for philosophical investigations; especially in regard to this thematic topic of existential re-construction. (349)


As noted, these orders have six archetypal classifications linked by transformational processes of entry when such entries are both entertained and found to be not forbidden.
 So, e.g., we could propose the integrated atomic ideas of four-sidedness and triangularity but find we cannot propose their molecular accommodation in a so-called ‘four-sided triangle’. Atomic thoughts or conceptual contents that are integrated can be treated as an essential state of affairs, i.e., a state of affairs that would be reviewed in phenomenal-phenomenological examinations as it if had one essential flavor or complexion. However, atomic considerations will be treated as ‘pre-essentials’, i.e., ‘pre-essential essentials’ as preparatory to essential molecular considerations. The latter, from a trans-cognitive perspective, is basically aesthetical in orientation. The first two orders on a cognitive level deal with thoughts, intentional content of ideational processes where the latter will be considered as occurring in a cognitive third level. First order thoughts being relatively non-integrated and atomic versus second order content where thoughts are relatively integrated and molecular. ‘Relatively’ as a qualification is noted given that no category can be ever entertained purely and absolutely in its own right and hence our orientation towards a certain intentional state of affairs is just that and never realized in and through such absolute independence of all other forms of categorization be they closely associated or non-closely associated. On a trans-cognitive transcendental level of judgmental appreciation, we have from the first order identificational considerations; aesthetical considerations; and, ethical de-ontological considerations respectively. The cognitive basis or material for such considerations being respectively non-integrated subsistant, atomic, pre-essential essentials; integrated subsistant, molecular, essentials; and conceptual processes (where logical simulations can be enacted dealing with identity transitions or transformations of identity, intentional functions, enactive functions, consequential analyses, aspirational formations, etc.). Paralleling cognitive ideation or conceptual processes we have perceptual processes; be they non-virtually entertained or virtually entertained. Extracted as intentional content from such these processes of perceptual or perceptual-like functions we then deal with possible facts and then their factual integration in a factual frame of reference as actual facts. On a trans-cognitive level of appreciation, the fourth order concerns pragmatical considerations which in a fifth order is looked at through a hermeneutical lens that examines potentiality, possibility, probability and enactive potency. The sixth trans-cognitive order then deals with factual states of affairs considered as actual facts, as actual-factuals, that are relatively well-integrated into a factual mapping of the world. In our well-established history of the Western World that Julius Caesar crossed the Rubicon as an act of military defiance of the Senate in Rome would be considered to be an actual-factual given its well-documented integration into our appreciation of Roman history. On the other hand, in contrast, that this Roman general had ‘gruel for breakfast as well as bread and dried meat with olives’ is only speculative (on my part) and is not supported in documents or documented testimony, etc. On the other hand, these possibilities are not ruled out and can then be read as possibilities in this general’s diet. Certainly, we could accept these possibilities as a provisional starting point in our investigations as to what a wealthy Roman general in this period of time might or might not eat for breakfast. So, that Caesar crossed the Rubicon can be considered as a sixth order actual factual whereas, in contrast, his having gruel for breakfast is a fifth order conjecture. Possible facts being seen as fifth order non-integrated subsistents, and, established facts, for the present at least, being (provisionally) considered as sixth order integrated subsistents (and higher in factual status through integration in a factually accepted and treated frame of reference). Paralleling the fourth order in trans-cognitive terms we pragmatic(al) judgments; then fifth order hermeneutic considerations, and, sixth order factual considerations treated as displaying ontical judgments, i.e., relatively established truthful depictions of certain specified situations or situated events.
 (350)


Now let me diagrammatically represent the above:
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Now, subtle privileging/de-privileging of the dialectical poles of Object (O), Ego (E) and World (W) gives the above (where, e.g., de-ontological judgment involves a privileging (+) of Ego & an automatic de-privileging (-) of Object and World, etc., and v.v.):
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‘Orders’ is the title I chose to note these distinctive classifications often hiding behind the use of the verb ‘to be’. In a sense as ordered or classified, and often intuitively understood, and, as dictating or ordering what is meant and what behaviours would be appropriate, etc. So, e.g., if someone said they had just seen a very nice table in the shape of a ‘square-circle’ we might need to know what prescribed or non-prescribed medication they might be taking? Or, ascertain what they might have really meant, namely, perhaps only a square table with nicely rounded edges. Which illustrates a couple of additional points that, first, communication is a process where more progress is made in the rectification of a certain-misunderstanding or an uncertain-understanding, and, second, despite the presence of an economic process generating circulatory significance comprehension is trans-economic, immediate and ultimately non-mediated once, paradoxically, such informational resolution is realized. Information communicated is not so much communicated as realized through a realization of informational alignment. The near sudden fitting together of what is essentially meant, i.e., intended. (353)


An ordered analysis (at the level of general investigations, particular analyses, and/or, specific examinations) is one way to critically trace the gestation in significance of self-reports, other-reports, and/or, relational-reports and how we get from to the other, and, collectively suspend them in processes of trans-intentional, trans-cognitive, trans-conceptual judgmental appreciation. In effect, hopefully, stopping us from making operations, transitions, transformation and/or accommodations that should be judged as illegitimate when closely examined closely through an ordered lens (or, rather, through an ordered set of lenses). That the process of existential rectification cannot be advanced in order to engage a process of existential reconstruction if a lack of existential insight, i.e., in what needs to be done and how that might be expedited, were to be defectively represented or, effectively, absent. (354)


In regard to these cognitive orders we can note the reasonable expectations that allow us to critically migrate correctly from one order to the next. Hence rules that determine apparent first order atomicity (in terms of a phenomenological semblance of a relatively simple essentiality [as a pre-condition for identificational judgment]); apparent second order molecularity (in terms of a phenomenological-hermeneutical semblance of a relatively complex essentiality [as a precondition for aesthetical appreciation]); apparent third order process treatment of apparent ideational processes (in terms of logical functions [as a pre-condition for de-ontological judgment]); apparent fourth order process treatment of simulated perceptual-like processes (in terms of the representation of perceptual-like processes [as a precondition for pragmatical appreciation]); apparent fifth order non-integrated content treatment of assessments of potentiality, possibility, probability and potency (in terms of the representation content of perceptual-like processes [as a precondition for hermeneutical appreciation]); apparent sixth order process treatment of integrated content treatment of factual assessment of simulated situations and events (in terms of the representation of actual-facts [as a precondition for ontical appreciation]). Rules recognizing either operations and transitions within the confines of an ordered classification and/or transformations and accommodations between ordered classifications. However, although cognitive rules can be generated on an imaginative-logical basis, when we are dealing with rules for travelling from one trans-cognitive order to another we have to invoke relatively deep cultural forms of accommodation in order to establish such interconnections. As a general rule, we should not confuse one trans-cognitive order with another, yet, in deeper forms of cultural analysis such accommodations, etc., can be discerned. E.g., de-ontological judgment and decision making should not be confused with pragmatical judgment and decision making, and v.v. Yet, when an architect is given the brief to design a bridge, or any other structure for that matter, these two ordered fields need to be accommodated. They need to design a structure that will compactually fulfill their brief, i.e., won’t fall down and will be safe for human use as well as fulfilling their contractual brief in being economically constructed, effectively and efficiently built, etc. Or, e.g., in navigating the orders of the second order of the aesthetical and third order of the de-ontological ethical
 we can note, that however aesthetically constructed, a snuff play or movie, even with the full consent of its actors, would and should find the de-ontological sphere completely overriding and shutting down any appreciative appearance of the aesthetical dimension. (355)


A full delineation of classificational rules for determining orders, and their rules for internal operations and transitions, and, external transformations and accommodations, is better enacted elsewhere (given our primary topic in this essay is existential re-construction). Such an exposition would concentrate, when and where relevant, on the range of rules that should be proposed within and between these orders (both cognitive and trans-cognitive in orientation), and, in an effective manner, proposing objections and/or limits to conventional rulings be they defective and/or in need of circumscription, and, to this practical end, proffer methods for the deconstruction of all forms of ideologically driven distortions in order to successfully fulfill this challenge to find the best means possible for the theoretical, practical and critical oversight in the enaction of suitable forms of existential re-construction. (256)


In the light of the above we can see that overall treatment should observe theoretical, practical and critical dimensions. From philosophical investigations done elsewhere by myself, under the heading of meta-transformational treatment-retreatment philosophy, I would also like to note that all forms of treatment also fall under the headings of nominative (or identificational), analytical (or reductive), and/or, synthetical (or constructive
) in orientation.
 Under the designated rubric of a (meta-transformational treatment-)retreatment philosophy, as examined elsewhere, we note that all forms of treatment produce a treated product whose meta-status is elevated by one degree. However, since we usually need to return to the relative object level in meta-status a process of retreatment is necessary in order to restore our scrutiny
 to the original level in meta-status from whence we began. Consequently, we need to correctly observe the nature or natures of the initial pre-treated products (as processes and/or content of those processes), their treatment and retreatment as well as noting by what pathways we arrive at those treatments and retreatments, etc.
 (257)


I have mentioned that these orders, in both cognitive and trans-cognitive formats, can be treated in either a linear or circular manner. How is this transition to be arranged? By proposing a gestalt background for each order, cognitive or trans-cognitive in orientation, and then arguing that the sixth ordered background can form the material for the first order when atomized (where all essential aspects are treated through a discrete lens that focuses on atomicity), and, the first order background can be treated as a sixth order fact when integrated in a factual world (as a world of factual engagement with varying degrees of factuality). So, e.g., sixth ordered treatment of the concept of a ‘bald king of France’ would note that ‘there have been various kings of France some of whom may have been bald, but, in the present, there is now no king of France’, etc. So, e.g., first ordered treatment of a factual world where there once were kings of France would note what might be considered to be the official listing of the same, etc. That such a list would note they were males, that they had lived in France, some of whom may or may not have been bald, etc., etc. That the background of the previous order can be the foreground of the next order, and v.v. That, all ordered forms of treatment must proceed through orders in a suitable manner, etc. (358)


All forms of treatment (and retreatment), all ordered determinations, and all functions internal to an order or between the same, and, all theoretical, practical and critical considerations, in essence, are forms of truth evaluation. Taking a Tarskian semantic model, we can note that if the concept, set or meta-level in question is denote in some associated sense as ‘true’, then, this ‘truth’ is both apparent and evident when that which substantiates the concept, and/or, explicates the set, and/or, is depicted in its meta-status by one depressed degree then truth can be seen to apply in and through such meta-alignment. E.g., if this person in front of me is called ‘Jack’ then this person Jack must be standing before me (and not a shop manikin or a robot, or, a person whose name is not ‘Jack’). Thence the motto “all progress through positive truth determination.” Where by ‘positive’, ideally, is meant both logical and evidential verification, and, both existential richness and existential enrichment as observed from a pro-relational dimension of appreciation. So, e.g., in a famine it is logical that there are starving people if they have not eaten if there is no available food, and, it is evident that they are starving being so evidently emaciated, and it behooves people with food and/or means for the shipment of food that their relationships with each other and their relationships with us would be vastly improved on the suitable shipment of that needed food. Thence this need for food aid and our expedition of the same by those methods and means available to us that would ensure the delivery of such aid. Thence this need also for suitable economies to be co-aligned in order to oversee such theoretical insight, the suitable expedition of practical enaction, and, suitable forms of oversight. By ‘economies’ is meant intentional, aspirational, enactive, consequential, critical, etc. (359)


The hexapartite complexity of ordered determination can be simplified by noting an underlying tripartite sense of an intentional economy subject to subtle forms of privileging and/or de-privileging. Borrowing from a gestalt psychology I have constructed a tripartite economy between our focus on a foreground and its associated background field and where a relationship between the former is appreciated in a higher gestalt field with its co-associate sense of intentional subjectivity. E.g., in a visual field we have that intentionally focused upon in the enaction of an apparent process of visual perception. Then, from the perspective of an associated field higher in effective meta-status by one degree (or more) we have the intentionally subjective appreciation of such intentional objectivity. Treated as orientations, since they collectively co-define each other correlatively, such polarities can be treated as dialectical moments, and, given their orientations, can be denoted by the appellations respectively of ‘Object, World and Ego’. These same moments can also be treated as a harmonic progression with field consonance, focal dissonance and relational resolution.
 Given this tripartite intentional field, with its polarities of Object, World and Ego, in the order of Object, Ego and World we can create our six orders through a subtle process of privileging and/or de-privileging. ‘Subtle’ in the sense that given an ongoing overall transcendental suspension as central to any form of an intentional economy it follows that this semblance of a dynamically suspended economy cannot nor should not be that unbalanced through extreme forms of privileging and/or de-privileging that would stop it from function in that manner as suspended. Moreover, given the correlative interdependence of these polarities or moments, it follows that as it would not be possible to disrupt this interdependence then all forms of privileging or de-privileging would have to be relatively subtle. That in privileging any one moment the other two moments are automatically de-privileged accordingly, or, in privileging two moments together the third moment is automatically de-privileged. Similarly, if we de-privilege one moment the other two are automatically privileged accordingly, or, if we were to de-privilege two moments together then we would automatically be privileging the third. Let me demonstrate. Our first order
 can be seen as a privileging of the Object moment through our focal interest on reductive atomicity of relatively basic and essentially depicted phenomenal-phenomenological functions be they idealized in equational representations or in experiential representations (and able to be subjected to eidetic reflections in a determination of their range and limits, i.e., their ambit or remit, etc.). Hence our focus on things like names, atomic properties, etc., and/or, simple types of experience like walking, eating, sleeping, meeting, drinking, etc. In privileging this moment of the Object and its focalization on an intentional objective we are also, automatically, de-privileging the moments of Ego and World. In contrast, in our movement to a second order with its cognitive emphasis on molecularity and it trans-cognitive or judgmental appreciation of the aesthetical we now privilege both Object and Ego moments whilst simultaneously de-privileging the World moment. Third order relatively privileging Ego, the fourth order privileging Ego and World, the fifth order privileging World, and, the sixth order privileging both World and Object.
 (360)


This underlying tripartite nature centered on Object, Ego and World also mirrors, respectively, our theoretical and phenomenological scrutiny, our critical and non-systematic sense of the existential, and, our practical and the sense of the hermeneutic. Under the ‘theoretical; orientation we can include, therefore, the first, second and sixth orders. Under the ‘critical’ we can include the second, third and fourth orders, and, under the ‘practical’ we can include a prioritization of the fifth sixth and first orders. To extend the application of this tripartite-hexapartite heuristic device let me note ‘self-reports’ as centered on the object moment (noting our embodiment in this world as lived) and its closely associated second and sixth orders. That ‘other-reports’ can be better seen through their being centered on the moment of World and either side (hence the implication of a fifth order and its association with the fourth and sixth orders. That relational-reports can be seen centered on the Ego and its privileging of the third moment along with the fourth and second orders. (361)


Through such a scheme we can philosophically account for both six superficially distinctive orders of judgment, and, their underlying, non-superficial, overall accommodation in an intentional economy.  I.e., ideally, their integration in six relatively superficial, distinctive forms of judgment namely, identificational (in terms of products, i.e., processes and content), aesthetical, de-ontological, pragmatical, hermeneutical and ontical forms of e/valuation, and, their effective integration in a relatively less superficial economy regardless of its form (such as, e.g., in an economy where it is relatively intentional, aspirational, enactive consequential, and/or, critical, etc., etc.). (362)


So, through subtle forms of privileging and de-privileging these three moments of Object, Ego and World we arrive at our six orders in their cognitive and trans-cognitive formats. Let me nominate the Object moment (and its ordered proximity to factual, pre-essential and essential-aesthetical considerations) as the psychic center for self-report given our embodiment in this world as lived. Then, nominate the World moment (and its ordered proximity to pragmatical, hermeneutical and factual considerations) as the psychic center of other-reports. Thus, leaving relational-reports as psychically centered on the Ego moment (and its ordered proximity to aesthetical, de-ontological and pragmatical considerations). Now, with our reports situated within an ordered economy we can now ask how we can economically migrate from one form of reporting to some other, and, how we might be able to collectively integrated them in a harmonious form of an overall-report and its considerations of an existential vision of re-construction from a relatively more systematic point of view (given that in this scheme a relational-report, in being oriented about the Ego moment, is more receptive to a sense of the existential in its non-systematic sense). (363)


Obviously, in migrating from one (set of) orders to some other we need to invoke forms of transformation and accommodation. Moreover, in arriving at a systematic sense of the existential, we need to suitably invoke an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. Let me now examine the epistemological nature of these two ambitions. (364)


In trying to understand this process of economic migration, i.e., transformation and accommodation between different orders within this ordered economy, we can do this in an ad hoc manner or attempt this same type of task along more formal lines. In the latter, we must the necessary and sufficient pre-conditions, conditions and post-conditions needed in establishing such relatively explicit transformations and their relatively implicit accommodations (since to go from one order to some other automatically reestablishes forms of accommodation that must be present given we are dealing with the relative integrity of an economy, i.e., processes of circulation and productivity realized therein). In a less formal approach we think through what might be relevant in the expedition of this type of epistemological process, or, i.e., just how do we think this process appears to take place and just how can we account for the possible execution of such a performance? E.g., just how can we go from self-reports to other-reports? As already intimated, this possibility is already open to us by virtue of the fact that the formation of intentional ideation is through the necessary and inescapable utilization of suitable genres of intentional behavior which by nature are inter-subjective in their construction. Let me revisit this situation when we are ‘walking to meet a friend for coffee’. In effect ‘I am travelling to a certain location to meet up at a certain time with a friend in order for both of us to share some time together whilst we have coffee and converse’. Already we can see how this self-report must intersect with an other-report, e.g., to the effect that ‘my friend is most likely at this moment in time also travelling to this same café where we will soon be meeting at this pre-arranged time, etc.’. Now, that granted, how do we migrate from either this self-report and/or other-report, dealing with the same situation and its events, and move towards the understanding of a relational-report? By noting what is mutual to these self-reports and other-reports. I.e., in this instance, that ‘we are two people travelling at more or less the same time to meet at a certain place at a certain time to share a coffee together and discuss in conversation those topics that we both enjoy sharing together’. Obviously, migration of our center of interest from both a self-report and/or an other-report by noting what is mutual to either or that which is to be found mutual between one of them and this envisaging of what might be entailed in a relational-report. Indeed, between all three reports we note ‘two people coming together to meet, as pre-arranged, at a certain café to share some time together drinking coffee and converse with each other. That granted, how do we write a relational-report (in a more formal sense?)? In effect, we can work from the perspective of the relationship as defined through its suitable utilization of the intersecting genres of intentional behavior that appear to constitute the general, particular and specific natures of that situation and its concurrent events. Explicit is a meeting of two friends, and, implicit is a need for a certain degree of conformity with those genres and their intersection in order to oversee the fulfillment of certain expectations bound up in that particular type of situatedness. I.e., such implicit demands as turning up at the right location around the expected time, conforming to behavioural expectations, etc. (365)


What is entailed in this concept of mutualization? An observance of what mutuality is already present and in what manner mutualization could be further advanced as an expression of trends already present in the apparent being of that relationship in question. Mutualization must be present in a relationship because the very fabric of a relationship is in evidence in and through the overall processes of resolution that brings that relationship into spatiotemporal existence. As already noted, such a process of relational resolution must be in a state of dynamic balance given that too much resolution sees the both the metaphorical and literal death of the relationship. Equally, an inadequate degree of resolution is entered into then, again, the relational being of the relationship will also suffer. Similarly, too much or too little consonance and/or dissonance will also inhibit or disrupt the relational being of the relationship. In the light of this understanding it follows that improving the quality of the relational resolution in a relationship will also improve the richness and enrichment of that same relationship, and, therein and thereby, improving the mutualization of that same relationship given that, from an overall relational point of view, the mutual expression of a relationship is in evidence, holistically, equally from every point within the ambit of that same relationship. (366)

The questions that now need to arise are, first, how can a participant or a set of participants in a relationship amplify the mutual development of an enrichment in valuational formation, second, assuming mutual advancement is possible, how does a participant or a set of participants oversee this progressive mutual enrichment of a relationship, and, third, just how does a participant or a set of participants find themselves able to enter into a relationship with that relationship in question? The resolution of these puzzles revolves around the transcendental, trans-cognitive concepts of the overall suspension, identification and economic representationalism. Let me explain. (367)


As already intimated we have a relationship with the representation of a relationship in question because that representation is born in a representational economy and not merely with a representation per se. Because the representational economy is in a direct relationship with the intentional objectives in question that constitute that relationship in question. A representational economy being the intentional economy viewed through a representational lens; i.e., through the dialectical moments of phenomenal-phenomenological presentation, hermeneutical representation and (non-systematic) existential re-presentation. Noting the previously scrutinized shift in our definition of ‘engagement as encountered-recognition/recognized-encounter’ to ‘engagement emerges from the collective, non-reductive interaction of an encountered-recognition/recognized-encounter’ we can say that our experience of representations, as found in either non-virtual or virtual forms of perceptual simulation, cannot be written off as ‘nothing but representations’ in a reductive sense (even if the phenomenal-phenomenological sense can be entered and entertained through our treatment of our intentional representations as ‘mere representations’ in our critical desire to appreciate the constitutional form of those same intentions). In this more nuanced approach we find a directness of perceptual engagement, e.g., if it were the case we are dealing with perceptual engagement (where both modal richness and modal enrichment are in a suitable alignment with our corresponding expectations, etc., and, where in the non-meeting of those reasonably well-formed expectations we must assume only our direct engagement with some virtual form of engagement, etc.). Moreover, directness of engagement must also imply that our representations are not merely copies but presentations stamped with the modal hallmarks of that being encountered and recognized, etc., to the extent that their appreciation cannot be written off as mere artifacts of intentional reproduction. Our appreciation of such simulations recognizing that such simulations cannot nor should not be treated as presenting or representing states in some form of an impossible state of pre-representation except in the spatiotemporal sense where we can safely assume, within certain limitations and restrictions, that an imputed state can be assumed to be in an imputed state of existence before its representational encounter, etc., just as we can assume its persistence after such an encounter if the conditions for its representation have not radically changed otherwise. Can we claim such directness and talk about representations of the same at the same time? Yes, by virtue of the fact that we no longer literally and non-metaphorically recognize either a so-called external world/s nor so-called internal world/s (so beloved of misguided empiricists and rationalists, realist and idealists, etc., etc., and, whose pointless debates merely waste the time of all concerned [when we have more pressing issues like existential re-construction, etc.]). (368)


As a metaphor, the world is not seen so much as if through a window but more like the tugging of a stick from one end. At the other end, we have the world at large or another person holding it, etc. But no metaphor should be over-extended
 (and taken beyond the limits of its theoretical deployment, empirical employment and critical re-deployment). Hence our inescapable living in thus one world as lived; directly and immediately with-others, before-others, etc. ‘Representations’, born in the representational economy, are not so much copies but acts of copying where the copying is more the copying of itself. In this light, we can see the suspension, as the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension, as reflecting this intentional economy and its appreciation in trans-cognitive terms of reference. Our access to this transcendental dimension of the trans-cognitive, i.e., acts of appreciation entailed in judgment, is through this suspension, and, our exit from this same dimension is through this same suspension (namely, the suspension of this suspension through the suspension of this same suspension). In and through the suspension we can directly engage with this relationship, as economically represented. Hence this concept of direct economic representationalism. Moreover, through the direct nature of such engagement we experience this same economy, finding it further enriched through ongoing resolution, etc. Then, in our experience of an existential surplus in valuational formation this excess can be reinvested in our ongoing engagement with the same; finding new insights in and through our identification with that relationship reinforced through self-rewarding intensity to be discerned through such an experiential surplus along with its ability to ever surprise us in helping us to continually go beyond our expectations and re-write the same replete with its semblance of an ongoing enriched- enrichment. Furthermore, from such identification we can also act on its behalf as already noted in my concept of transcendental reservation as well as promoting the positive trajectory of that same relationship through such selfless self-identification with the being of that relationship as realized through its processes of resolution that determine both the facticity
 of that relationship and the existential nature of that unique,
 distinctively iterated patterns of expression. (369)


Now, let us ask the question how the positive valuational formation of a relationship can re-directed by the represented relationship per se or through those who act on its behalf through transcendental identification, reservations, etc? (370)


Through transcendental identification with the represented relationship, in its representational economy, we have the power to redirect our relationships and can be empowered to find them re-directed for us by that relationship itself through the existential fact that relationships cannot be reduced merely to their materially oriented basis. That an existential surplus can find itself self-invested in those transcendentally informed processes of self-re-direction through re-self-organization of that relationship itself, albeit in its non-independent being in this world, through the living presence of its economic being above and beyond any facet or facets of both its material and experiential instantiation in this world as lived. (371)


That redirection and/or re-direction which positively amplifies valuational formation, by definition, is existential in orientation. Therefore, iterative behavior, be it non-chaotically oriented reiteration and/or chaotically oriented re-direction, that positively contributes to either positive reevaluation and/or re-evaluation, by this definition, is existential in orientation. What is entailed in such understanding? (372)


As noted elsewhere the relatively existential, in engagement, is arrived at through the relative existentialization of the relatively non-existential. How should we define and experience such terminology? The expressions of ‘existentialization’ and ‘engagement’ have both been defined previously. Combined we could say ‘existential engagement’ is ‘engaging an encountered-recognition, encountering an engaged-recognition, recognizing and encountered-engagement, etc.’, in such a manner that realizes and releases a considerably greater degree of positive value (through such existentialization) than that invested in that same process’. All forms of intentional behavior utilize a certain degree of investment in order to focus and direct consciousness in a certain direction in keeping with the nature of that intentions in question. ‘Positive’ value is that valuational formation that is mutual in orientation and increases its degree of mutualization for the relationship as a whole (even if some participating members were to find concurrent degrees of relative de-mutualization from their point of view
). Now, with such definition/s to hand, let me explore how an existential process of mutualization (through re-mutualization) is instigated and overseen? (373)


On a minimal level, all relationships (within or without economic representationalism) are existential by definition given the emergence of a sense of the relational that cannot be reduced purely to its material basis. Such emergence arising in and through the relational processes of resolution that establishes and maintains their effective sense of distinctive existence through the distinctive manner of such resolution.
 However, on the other hand, subjects, be they oneself or the selves of others, cannot nor should not be reduced purely to their mere embodiment. ‘Embodiment’ itself is suggestive of this existential excess which is to be neither reduced to a mere body or a mere spirit or any combination of the former candidates. Indeed, a mere body, in truth, is just a corpse! Then any form of a reductive philosophy to ‘spirit’ or ‘soul’ or similar merely re-materializes the de-material nature of the emergent (given this contradictory resistance to its non-reduction being that which cannot be reduced). On the other hand, counter-reduction and acceptance of emergence then has no need for such ‘spiritual’ entities, such as ‘spirits’ or ‘souls’ and the like. except as metaphorical shadow cast upon a world in passing just as if a stone were thrown into a pond and we mistook its ripples for the being of that stone… but such similes should not be taken too far. (374)


At the center of the relationship is a process of resolution that is indicative of the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension; be that parallel in experiential representation or in the imputation of a physical world with or without experiential contacts and connections. As noted elsewhere, resolution is a balanced affair operating in a Goldilocks region between too much relative consonance, dissonance or resolution. Too much resolution and the relationship in question ceases. Too little resolution and that same relationship ceases. Too much dissonance, or its equivalent, too little consonance, and the relationship is ‘psychically’ torn apart. Then, too little dissonance, or its equivalent, too much consonance, and the relationship is stillborn, not able to metaphorically come to life. So, balance is at the center of all processes of relational resolution. Similarly, through an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension a state of balance is both in evidence and put in play; be that exercise enacted wittingly and/or unwittingly. (375)


On numerous occasions, I have outlined methods for instigating and overseeing an overall transcendental suspension. E.g., through rhetorical interrogation (through the dis- conjunctive suspension of the question), through metaphors (and their conjunctive suspensions), through epochés, through processes of disvaluation, global suspensions, in a dynamic equilibrium of production (in a balance of processes and/or content), etc. In this essay, I have proposed a balancing of self-reports, other-reports and relational-reports. Given that relational-reports are realized in a balance of self-reports with other-reports then let us nominate relational reports subject to a balanced dynamic state of suspension as capable of realizing this for us. By such means giving us an experiential entry to the transcendental dimension of the trans-cognitive in and through its role of judgment. Let me explain in greater detail. (376)


One way to approach this problem of discerning this transcendental dimension is to ask how do we go from relational-reports cast in a non-systematic existentiality to overall-reports re-shaped in their full systematic existentiality? In this regard, I would like to introduce a distinction between ‘indicative’ and ‘delineated (and, therein, provisionally ‘definitive’). Relational-reports can be seen as relatively indicative of this existential dimension. They indicate what could be found there in apparent existential terms of reference, but, only in going there, in a systematic sense can this find a greater degree of confirmation or disconfirmation. In a similar manner, we could say that the self-report of another, i.e., another subject or set of subjects or another subjective state (say a community or organization, etc.) and/or an other thing or set of other things or some other objective state (say a building or mountain, etc.) could all be arranged by noting the inter-subjective genre being invoked coupled with a re-positioning of apparent perspective to subsume the apparent point of view that would or could be there for that specific or particular sense of otherness in question. In effect, making a virtual-like transition to that perspective of the other being focused upon. Then this indicative sense of otherness could be subject to some form of confirmation or disconfirmation through taking that perspective of the other (either directly, say, walking there, or, indirectly, say through a photo or video), or through testimony, or through some form of logical inference or similar. The same sort of shift being envisaged for this transition from the indicative nature of the non-systematic existentially oriented relational-report to systematic existentially oriented overall-report. How might this transition, if not transformation, be enacted? Through conducting an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. Now, it would be true to say that such a suspension could be arranged, hypothetically, through a dynamic balance of our three forms of reporting, namely, self-reports, other-reports and relational-reports. However, given that relational-reports can be seen as emerging from a dynamic balance of both self-reports and other-reports it follows that if we were to adopt a suspension of relational-reports alone this would proffer a shortcut given that self-reports and other-reports are already embedded as the material basis for the emergence of those related relational-reports. So, in effect, all that needs to be done is to subject relational-reports to an overall suspension in order to reveal this semblance of the existential in its full, systematic sense. How? By adopting whatever method that is found to work for us in this regard from a treasury of orthodox or unorthodox methods for modeling the induction of the overall suspension as best found to hand. So, we could, e.g., question the relational-report; or disvalue it or compare it to an illusion; dynamically balance its productive nature by noting processes versus counter-processes, or, content versus counter-content, or, content versus processes, or, even counter-processes versus counter-contents; etc. Thence this relative indicative-delineated (or definitive) transition, if not transformation; certainly, taking on a transformational tenor if chaotic processes of re-direction are initiated in these processes of closer critical scrutiny. (377)

Therefore, by such reasoning, we would only need to suspend the relational-report treated as indicative in order to arrive at this more critically appreciated delineated sense; albeit treated as relatively indubitable if the probability of its ontical status is such that it takes on an apparent sixth order status. Closer scrutiny then renders it as delineated and relatively definitive (in a relatively permanent provisional sense, or, until such a time it is revisited or found to need re-visiting [in our meeting anomalies, etc.]). Again, how do we do this? Just as we find an alignment between self-reports and other-reports treated as indicative can we make the transition to other-reports in a non-indicative but delineated mode (through the actual reporting of other-reports emitted by others in question, etc.). In a similar manner, we find an existential alignment between relational-reports and overall-reports through the invocation of the overall transcendental suspension of the former; where such an alignment with an act of overall-reporting either supports or deconstructs such an aligned confirmation or aligned disconfirmation respectively. The apparent productivity of our treatment helping us to discern to what degree we have made this transition to a systematic sense of the existential, and, to what extent this transition is more a process of transformation (through the invocation of the novelty of a chaotic sense of re-direction, etc.). Through processes of alignment where we shift from an indicative mode to a delineated mode through an ongoing process of either confirmation or disconfirmation. This type of process being observed in the making of self-reports, other-reports, relational-reports, and, overall-reports. The suspension of the indicative nature of relational-reports giving us entry, and helping us to further migrate to and through, this semblance of the transcendental as that trans-cognitive dimension and its processes of judgmental appreciation (provisionally confirmed through critical processes of confirmation through ongoing conformational alignment, i.e., as realized through ongoing conformational re-alignment [and then re-reconfirmed through minimal re-re-alignment, etc.]!)! (378)

Interestingly, a method I have used a long time ago to explore a resolution of the philosophical problem of Cartesian dreaming can be extrapolated and extended past dream states into and through conscious(ly directed/redirected/re-directed) intentional formation. Let me revisit this solution and then re-adapt it to show how we create this economy of reporting (and its critical delivery of overall-reports).
 (379)


This philosophical problem of dreaming, how do I know that what appears real is nothing more than that intentionally represented content being found in a dream state or similar, easily finds a solution if we were to phenomenologically examine the state of dreaming itself? In this regard, we can note and comparatively explore the making and nature of our own self-reports and the making and nature of reports emitted by others on this same topic. Either way we find that some dreams are very vivid and almost realistic, and, other dreams states are more surreal, less vivid and have a sense of unreality about them. The former category is also accompanied by a strong sense that these images are being both constructed and controlled by oneself even if such apparent control is only loosely exercised and that such imagery has a tendency to morph in new directions and take on the apparent novelty of different courses to those either expected and/or desired. On the other hand, surreal and vague dream imagery appears to be more unstable and less likely to even morph in a direction determined through expectation and/or desire. In this regard, we could invoke a discontinuous spectrum between vivid dream imagery and vague dream imagery. On the vivid end of this scale we note that the sense of visual integrity appears to match our own degree of gestalt integration or psychic integrity. In contrast, non-vivid imagery appears to be indicative of a less integrated degree of psychic integrity, and, such relatively non-integrated dream imagery will not fool us into thinking it’s real although it might fool us enough, for a short time, to terrify the dreaming subject. But, in such terror, the now waking subject then realizes that such imagery is not real and is poorly created by one’s own sense of self, and, consequently, given this return to a greater state of gestalt integration and integrity, such terrible ‘realities’ find themselves quickly dismissed as being merely self-created, i.e., as dreams. In contrast, vivid dream imagery is found to be closely co-associated with a realistic sense of self-judgment; i.e., that the vivid and realistic nature of such dream imagery, indicative of a normal or elevated sense of gestalt integrity, is easily able to determine that such imagery is more mind-created, and subject to self-control or its absence, and, hence, as unreal and dream-like. Indeed, we can extrapolate this discontinuous spectrum to move from states that are ‘relatively fluid and unstable’ to ‘fluid and relatively stable ‘over the short-term to ‘relatively stable in a much less fluid sense that can still meet a relatively full fulfillment of reasonable expectations, etc.’ So, e.g., in a state of surreal dream imagery indicative of a much-reduced degree of gestalt integration we find a fluid-like situation where imagery on mental inspection takes on an appearance that is unstable and vague. In a state of vivid dreams, be it hypnogogic or hypnopompic,
 imagery is now relatively more stable but still remains vague when more closely inspected. In contrast with a non-virtual state of perceptual experience, we find an increased degree of stability in the persistence of fixed imagery and an ability to find a richness of detail on closer inspection. In a non-vivid form of dreaming we might be looking at ‘a mountain in the distance’ one moment and, a few moments later, inspecting something else whilst at the same time finding such imagery unsettled and, sometimes, unsettling. In contrast, a vivid dream about a mountainous landscape is more persistent, relatively speaking, but, still, lacking in fine detail. However, in non-virtual perception, the sight of a distant mountain is something that easily lends itself to both reiteration and closer inspection (within the natural limits placed upon our senses). (380)


Intentional states that are exercised in a state of dreaming (or imagining or speculating about a certain situation, etc.) are conducted primarily and directly within subjective terms of reference and only secondarily and indirectly in non-subjective terms of reference. E.g., in dreaming about a mountain our intentionally formed set of connected representations is constructed primarily and directly in subjective terms of reference. In secondary terms of reference, we might note memories, imaginings, genres of behavior, expectations, desires, the thematic iteration of certain anxieties (currently occurring in the life of that subject), etc. However, on waking and opening our eyes to look at the landscape and finding a distant mountain to focus upon implies that this form of enaction is now no longer purely subjective but, rather, objective-inter-objective, and, indirectly able to find inter-subjective forms of confirmation through the auspices of others. Just as there is a phenomenon of peer group pressure, a tendency of a person or persons to conform with the reiterated major expression in the views of others it follows, too, there is a form or conformity imposed upon us by the very perception of the landscape as discerned by-us and reinforced for-us in and through its rediscovered inter-subjective situatedness. E.g., if we have been walking about a town for some time and stating to feel a little bit tired we might start to look for seating or something suitable to sit upon. We see a vacant seat and sit down upon it and find that the fulfillment of this need to sit has been duly met and, without doubt, will reinforce the confirmation of this specific understanding about this town, namely, that there is this town this same seat upon which I am now sitting. Objectively, I am now seated (upon this object of a seat). Inter-objectively, I am seated on a seat in this specific, inter-objective space where this seat is to be located (say, for future reference). Inter-subjectively, seats in a cityscape are meant to be seen by people and sat upon, and, moreover, are objects that can be pointed out to others who may or may not be looking for the same. I could say to a friend, e.g., “it is very hot today, I am feeling a little bit tired and would like to sit on that park bench over here and drink these cool drinks we have just bought”. Even if my friend did not speak English I am sure my pointing to the empty park bench would probably be enough to signal the nature of my current intent. Then, by going over to this park bench and sitting down on it my intent would be clearly understood: ‘here is a seat, let us rest upon it for some time’. The apparent integrity of our non-virtual, non-dream based acts of perception is now no longer just subjective but also takes on objective, inter-objective and inter-subjective dimensions in intentional formation. Considerations of alignment now take on an assortment of dimensions that collectively will establish a certain greater degree of both intentional re-alignment and intentional richness and which could also stand in need of forms of re-enrichment (e.g., through existential forms of re-engagement). Indeed, properly approached through an ordered analysis, e.g., be the appreciation of our engagements wittingly and/or unwittingly exercised, we stand to find patterns of alignment and non-alignment as well as pattern of increasing or decreasing degrees of alignment. Our six orders, in either or both cognitive and trans-cognitive orientations, as trans-cognitively nominated as pre-essential, aesthetical, de-ontological, pragmatical, hermeneutical and ontical would provide, respectively, considerations of (essential) identity, harmony, duty, practicality (through efficiency and effectiveness), interpretability (through noting potentiality, possibility, probability and potency of enactive behaviour), and, factuality. Genres of accommodation could also be noted when and where suitably invoked.
 In the light of the scrutiny of various styles of analysis such as intentional, representational, ordered, enactive, consequential, aspirational, critical, etc., and, from objective, inter-objective, subjective and inter-subjective styles of treatment, etc., and other forms of investigation, analysis and examination, etc., through various forms of alignment discerned through the modifications of re-alignment, etc., the philosopher or the non-philosopher have the means at their disposal for ensuring the refined discernment of truth as well envisaging those approaches in re-direction that could positively assist in processes of existential re-construction be that in our more personal relationships or in our more inter-subjective roles as citizens in the political-economy, etc. That, in essence, the richness and further enrichment of our engaged processes of appreciation, whether exercised in either an active and/or passive orientation/s, will further assist us in charting those courses of enaction that are both existential and re-constructive in orientations. (381)


Whereas in a dream state all constructions are primarily initiated in or dictated by the primary dimension of the subjective in non-dreaming, non-speculative forms of intentional experience we are now open to primary and direct input from the objective, inter-objective and/or inter-subjective dimensions. As well, and more importantly, these dimensions can then be correlated in order to progress processes of confirmation or disconfirmation in order to refine these evolving and more successful patterns of re-aligned conformity. Indeed, such engaged forms of appreciation, realized through the critically treated, non-disconfirmed affirmation of re-alignment, underlies the Taskian approach to semantic truth in so far as the representational nature of a certain report in question, with a relative object meta-status, in its current alignment, finds its re-alignment effectively confirmed through its successfully treated translation to a treated report higher by one degree in meta-status when this same process in reverse also holds. This treatment of successful re-alignment, in the relative non-re-alignment of that pattern or form of alignment, is then treated on par with its initial object-status as the relatively truthful determination of that initial report through an affirmation of that same representative pattern of alignment. I.e., the initial report is treated and then retreated and if there is a conformity between these three forms of reporting then that truth determination can be treated as positive or affirmed, i.e., treated as true. Truth is determined through a judgmental process of truth determination (in accordance with its rules of engagement for determining what types of ordered truth is to apply under those circumstances in question). The failure for such re-alignment between the initial report and the treated/retreated reports is then grounds for the possible dis-affirmation of that initial alignment with the implication that we either have sufficient information to assert some form of non-alignment or counter-alignment in that regard, or, insufficient information to currently pass that type of judgment, or, sufficient information to rule that type of judgment as currently or permanently inapplicable on those pre-suppositional grounds as they currently stand. E.g., if in the middle of the night I go to the kitchen to get a peach from the fruit bowl, without turning the lights on and disturbing people sleeping in an adjacent room, how do I know I am choosing a very ripe peach when some of them will not be ripe or as ripe as I would like them to be. Well, I take one and lift it towards my nose and smell it and if it smells as if ripe I could then gently press one of my finger-tips into it to see if it is also soft. So, I now have to hand a peach that smells ripe, feels ripe to the insistence of my touch and so I now take a bite of it in the belief that it is ripe. If my bite is rewarded with the deliciously sweet flavor of that peach then I find my belief justified through such progressive shifts in conformational re-alignment. If, on the other hand, the peach is too old, has been stored too long in a cool room and tastes like a floury piece of soggy sponge then my understanding of that peach is now further re-aligned in that less palatable direction. As an optimist, I take a further bite and find again this new opinion merely reconfirmed unfortunately. Now, what if one of the residents in this establishment, knowing about my valiant efforts to diet and knowing about my penchant for nocturnal visits to the kitchen to eat a piece of fruit before returning back to bed, were to swap the fruit in the fruit bowl for the ornamental wax fruit in the dining room? So, true to form, in a state of hunger, I go again to the kitchen and, without realizing it, pick up a piece of wax fruit instead. Immediately, I am surprised by how light this piece of fruit is. Then I go to smell it and find no scent whatsoever. I notice it feels waxy and then realize, in the dark, that I am holding a piece of wax fruit. I am not very amused, I must confess, but quickly realize the fruit has been merely swapped with the ornamental fruit on the nearby dining room table. I move into the dining room and confirm my suspicion that all those pieces of fruit were merely swapped. I then find the perfect peach and enjoy its consumption knowing that I have recently discarded those earlier ones; given that they had well passed their due by date, and had them replaced them with newly bought peaches that were all deliciously ripe and ready to eat. With a silent chuckle, return to bed; inwardly laughing at the thought that my nocturnal habits had not escaped the notice of others in this household. That in thinking about this anecdote we can see truth determination as taking four possibilities in determining the status of a state of alignment, namely, affirmational, relatively non-modified re-alignment; non-affirmational, relatively modified re-alignment; neither affirmation nor non-affirmation through a current insufficient degree of appreciation for whatever reason; or, sufficient reasons to believe that there is neither alignment nor re-alignment through the adequate discernment of the presuppositional inapplicability of that form of determination to apply to that apparent kind of scrutiny currently in question. Given this continual shifting from the indicative to either the delineated or that no longer thought to be so delineated we can see this process of truth determination as being successfully affirmative when re-alignment maintains the necessary degree of co-invariant isomorphic symmetry that can re-affirm such essentially non-modified re-alignment. In Taskian terms, co-invariant isomorphic symmetry essentially re-states that truth is affirmed when the propositional set claiming a certain configuration has this form of alignment affirmed through its transformational identification in the object report, i.e., the report whose representation is confirmed in the relative object level of meta-status. In effect, using the language of a treatment-retreatment meta-transformational philosophy, of noting that treatment in the meta-language higher by one degree in meta-status is in alignment with its successful retreatment back to the relative object level in reporting when there is a relative absence of modification except in meta-status. In other words, we can understand a Taskian approach, reinterpreted through this type of meta-transformational philosophy, as finding an alignment between treatment and retreatment (and/or v.v.).
 I.e., when there is this co-invariant form of isomorphic symmetry then the truth determination can be affirmed within those terms of reference. Again, in widening those terms of reference by scrutinizing other forms of putative alignment, affirmation is further reinforced when the apparent form of such alignment is maintained through the course of such further correlative meta-transformations. (382)


Utilizing and extending this model of gestalt integration, and its differential semblance in psychic integrity or otherwise, how do the addition of these other primary dimensions assist us in this ongoing process involved in the verification of truth determination, etc? (383)


If we were to imagine a certain situation, say, a landscape as seen by us on many occasions, and, then were to compare this imagined scene with a photograph or video of this same scene, or, indeed, that very landscape itself, we should be able to note how our imaginations are ever a poor cousin to perception itself. In a non-virtual act of seeing we can home in on the detail without too great a loss in the detail of such detail. Whereas, in our memory, e.g., a focusing in on the detail soon leaves us bereft of finding finer detail itself. We can find this failure to find fine detail in acts of dreaming too even if imagery has the appearance of being vivid and very realistic. Conversely, returning our conscious attention back towards the non-virtual very evidently reinforces this greater comparative richness to be found in our perceptual engagement with this world at large. Moreover, with greater richness also comes the potential for greater degrees of differential enrichment to add to such a store of richness already in place (or subtract in a loss of gestalt integrity in our getting sleepy and day dreaming, etc.). This store of richness is amplified when relevant genres of interpretation assist us in more richly reviewing that currently before us in that same regard. E.g., a person not interested in the fine art of their own country or in their country of residence, if they were to enter the sale room of a local auction house whose walls were bestrewn with paintings they would not be able to quickly say if such paintings were local or from some other country. On a closer inspection, they might recognize certain themes that might then suggest a country in which that painting would more likely have been painted. On the other hand, a person conversant with the art history of that county in which they have made their residence would quickly be able to tell if the art was generally local or non-local, and, in the process, also be more than likely be able to successfully name many of the more notable artist from across the room if those artists were indeed local; given that great artists regularly possess a great and distinctive sense of personal style or range of styles and a person well conversant with such styles would more than likely recognize the same. In other words, the world is not seen as if through an open widow but more through a lens able to admit what is being seen in greater depth and detail along with a richer sense of resonance with the relevant fields of valuational formation culturally associated with such social consensus. The more informer viewer more quickly realizing which paintings are worth a lot more money, reflecting the general consensus to be found in that art market. A point of view that would find particular confirmation when auction house estimates can be noted and compared in the catalogue of that sale, and, further specific confirmation with the prices actually reached in the course of that sale itself. Now, the overall point I am trying to make here is that even in the richness of perceptual experience further enrichment can be realized if that person is better conversant with the genres, etc., associated with that being examined. Indeed, active engagement by a person more conversant with the relevant genres of interpretation means that they are better able to progressively re-construct both a richer and more re-enriched vision of that being represented through such texts if we are receptive enough to find such texts being able to richly enrich this ongoing appreciation of this area of our world as lived with-others, before-others. We may have eyes but we could still be ‘blind’ if we were to lack the requisite genres of interpretation although experiential appropriation could still be attempted if we were to find other genres not too distant from the ones we need that could then begin this task of finding a more informed appreciation of that to hand. Just as when we are confronted in the markets by a type of fruit not seen before we mentally compare it to other types of fruit we know in a hope of being able to determine how we might go about eating that novel piece of fruit if we were to buy it. Failing this form of mental appropriation or seeking some form of confirmation with our speculations in that regard we could ask the fruit seller how they might go about the eating this type of fruit. Then, the fruit vendor is going to have to appeal to a genre of fruit eating already known by the person asking this question and from that starting point, held in common, qualify what might need to be added or subtracted from that compared genre in order to begin this process of communication. In this light, there is a difference between merely seeing what is to hand and recognizing the full value of what is to hand. Although not an absolute difference, still, it could make a world of difference. Although we all know that mushrooms can be eaten it is better to know that some mushrooms should not be eaten! (384)


In other words, non-virtual ‘speculation’, be it perceptual or otherwise, is a much richer field of experience, through correlative richness and enrichment, that virtual states expressed through dreaming (because of their directly engaging these other dimensions besides the subjective, etc.). Who in their right mind would claim otherwise? Exit, therefore, all idealists and rationalists who think mind alone might could account for such an apparent density of directly engaged detail (since it cannot do so in just a world of dream, etc.)! On the other hand, the senses are not windows upon a world to be merely looked through. Representation is born in a representational economy and cross-referenced with an assortment of other correlatively engendered intentional economies, etc. Exit, therefore, all realists and empiricists who with such naïve ideas! (385) 


What is meant when I said through ‘correlative richness and enrichment’? In our overall world of reporting we find self-reports, etc., and there we find an overlapping of textual strands (even in the subjectively oriented process of self-reporting in a dream experience (e.g., when we question its significance or apparent reality, or how we feel about it and how we should react, etc.). That the effect of overlapping strands that support and do not deconstruct the developing narrative contribute to this richness and its progressive enrichment through the supportive re-enrichment of these process of textual corroboration. That a successful harmonization of these contributions further supports these processes of corroboration. E.g., subjectively I see a seat in this park. Objectively, as an object in inter-objective space and time, I find this seat is vacant and can now be seated upon by myself given my immediate proximity to it (in both space and time). Inter-objectively I see this seat as a park bench situated in a park. Inter-subjectively see other people and have my friend sitting with me on this same park bench. This seat is not just ‘seen’ and being felt as that being ‘sat upon’ but ‘seen as that which is and can be sat upon and is being seen as that sat upon by both myself and by my friend’. These interlinking ‘narrated claims’ having a more important sense of weight than just the presentation of one modality as they support and reinforce the collective narrative of this sitting in this park on a par bench. This example might seem trite but in more complex and more abstract situations a successful cross-interrelation and harmonic interaction of these interlinking narrations produces a much stronger narrative as might be used, e.g., in a court of law or in the arguments of a philosophical text, or, merely in the stories we tell others and tell ourselves, etc., in order to understand our place in this world as lived with-others, before-others. (386)


Therefore, we have the correlativity as entertained between self-reports, other-reports and relational-reports all within the orbit of overall-reports. Then, we find correlations between objective, inter-objective, subjective and inter-subjective stands in all this reporting. Moreover, we also have the cross-interrelation and harmonization of an assortment of correlative economies such as the intentional, representational, enactive, aspirational, consequential, critical, etc. From the collective richness and progressive enrichment of the same, moreover, we can add phenomenal-phenomenological modes of textual treatment, hermeneutical modes of meta-textual treatment, and (non-systematic) existential modes of non-textual treatment (in terms of the valuational formation of identity, functionality and value formations) all within the harmonization of a number of potential candidates for major and minor modes of interpretative narration, etc. (besides modes of exhibition, speculation, requests, obligations, concealment, avoidance, etc., etc.). (387)


How else could we not be in this world with-others given our self-narrations, etc., of ‘our’ ongoing harmonization of this correlative richness and progressive enrichment of cross-references; albeit as ever a work in progress? Just as the dissemination of power, effectively, is only through others and their cooperation with us and v.v., so, too, is our progressive appreciation of this world as lived a work of cooperation. (388)


Now, I have argued that we can proceed form self-reports to other-reports by noting the inter-subjective nature of genres to begin with. Then, we can translate our embodied point of view to coincide with the semblance of otherness in question. Then, we can interrogate this sense of the other by asking those subjects and/or their subjective representatives in question, and/or, by closely examining the relevant objectivity in question as sited in its objective-inter-objective noting the apparent configuration of its semblance of space, time, logical subjects/subjectivity and logical states, etc. We can also deal with the manner of their representation; especially when dealing with a sense of simple or complex relationship, a community, an organization or a political institution, etc. Then, I argued we can migrate to relational-reports by noting what is mutual to the participants in that relationship in question. To this end also noting valuational formation, both in terms of its richness and speculative potential or factually observable enrichment. Hence this philosophical progression from self-reports to other-reports to relational-reports and thence to overall-reports through conducting an ongoing, dynamically balanced, overall transcendental suspension of the same, or, by subjecting relational-reports alone to such treatment. However, and very important to note, we can also conduct this process in reverse, namely, overall-reports to relation-reports, etc. Let me outline this philosophical possibility. (389)


Say, in order to demonstrate this possibility, we are seated in a café and see two patrons at another table talking together. We don’t normally say ‘I see two people at a table having a conversation’ in the form of a self-report, then, project our sense of self to say ‘it appears there are two people having a conversation at that table over there’, and, then, in the form of a relational report, note, that ‘a conversation is a dialogue where both parties entertain the relationship of a conversation through resolving the complex rules that underpin its successful expedition with the sharing and discovery of either new ways of seeing and/or some form of a confirmation of ways already seen, etc.’. No, we would normally just say ‘I see two people happily engaged in having an conversation with each other’ and state the obvious as a relational-report (and ‘not assuming some form of an elaborate charade where two people are trying to be seen having a real conversation, but, are in fact faking it for whatever reasons’) we would normally treat this relational-report, in its full ordered confirmation, as an overall report as well. Why? Because we are in this one world as lived together; with others, before others; being with-others, before-others in this same world (given this interactive demonstration of its exhibiting this transcendental unity of relational presentation, etc., in and through our very engagement in this representational economy [as pre-engineered and exercised by-others], etc.). (390)


In this light, we can now understand the givenness of overall reports and their correlative mutations as relational-reports, other-reports and self-reports. We are fully immersed already in a reporting economy and so there is no real difficulty in our migration from one correlative mode of reporting to some other. Indeed, on the same model that allows us to generate an ordered philosophy through the relative privileging/de-privileging of Object, Ego and World we can run a similar economy through the relative privileging of Self, Other, Relational orientations in reporting. I would also like to entertain the following relationships between these two schemes by noting our embodied sense of ‘Self’ can be primarily matched with ‘Object’; ‘Other’ can be hermeneutically matched with ‘World’; and, ‘Relational’ can be matched with the existential orientation of ‘Ego’. (391)


What can we say about this recognition that we are already immersed in this economy of reporting? That, in effect, relational-reports and other-reports are to hand as much as self-reports, and, that no form of reporting is given a fundamental sense of an epistemological or ontological semblance of priority or primacy by virtue of the experiential fact that they are interdependent on each other as correlatives in so much as they both frame each other and are foundations for each other at the same time. Indeed, given this economy of reporting we can note that overall-reports emerge for us in such a way that through privileging or de-privileging these facets of self, other or the relational we can then home in on that form of a preference we are currently exercising in terms of the orientation of the mode reporting being entered into. A preference that cannot exist in isolation from the other forms of preference that both frame and found the same. Hence the philosophical observations that any preferential form of treatment automatically involves the de-preferential treatment of contrasting correlative parties, and, our systematic existential entry to the dimension of the existential is more easily gained through the suspension of the non-systematic existential semblance of the relational (rather than the suspension of these three facets of reporting from he perspectives of self, other and relational). Or, in regard to this latter point, given the non-systematic sense of the existential is bound up with this relational orientation the balanced suspension of both self-reporting and other-reporting may well achieve the same dialectical end, namely, the semblance of the relational and thence the systematic existential reality of an overall-report. In the light of this understanding to date, how do we differentiate the semblance of non-systematic existential relational-reports from their emergent systematic existential reality of an experientially engaged encountered and recognized overall-report along with other non-associated overall-reports? Through an ability to intuitively appreciate this distinction between that which appears to be merely indicative and that which appears to well-delineated, and, through suspension noting how delineation either, currently, confirms delineation or disconfirms delineation (in part or in whole), and/or, confirms or disconfirms some other form of delineation (in part or in whole) more in keeping with the non-systematic existential tenor of that actually being suspended. Thence the need to be properly informed since an inadequate degree of information and/or misinformation would, more than likely, promote processes of misjudgment, etc., or, at least, an inability to form a suitable judgment given the inadequacy of current information to hand. (392)


An interesting implication of this reporting economy and its correlativity between differing reports is the acceptance that the adequate exercise of a suitable suspension of any type of report should be able to head us towards the systematic sense of an overall-report by virtue of this deeper correlativity at the basis of any one type of report through such necessary intentional linkage. However, it is probably with a greater sense of facility that the suspension of a relational report be preferred given that its indicative sense already outlines the more probable manner that the systematic semblance of the existential would find its own pro-relational expression. In this regard, a pro-relational semblance of existential expression can be viewed through a distinctively different frame of reference under a set of headings that would alert us to this form of experiential migration; be its treatment transitional in a limited and temporary sense or transformational in a less limited and more permanent sense. I have examined elsewhere existential characteristics and existential hallmarks (where the latter is the imprint of this sense of existential migration that has occurred in the formation of a text as imprinted in its textual deposition). Briefly revisiting this aspect of our existential topic, we can note the relative presence of a trans-historical or ahistorical sense of time, place, personal and inter-personal interactions. To this list we can also note four more headings, namely, mutualization, trajectory, re-direction and re-vitalization (of valuational formation under the three subheadings of the re(-)formation of identity, functionality and value). Let me briefly summarize what is entailed under these eight headings. (393) 


An existential sense of time is ahistorical or trans-historical in orientation, and, has the characteristics of a sense of spontaneity, synchronicity and simultaneity. Space is seen as trans-geographical in orientation by virtue of a holistic presentation with the distinctive nature of that relationship, and its relationships to all other relationships, arrived at through ongoing processes of resolution, equally imprinted with the same essential flavor from all points within the ambit of that same relationship in question. Subjectivity in its existential orientation portends its integrity, potentialities, possibilities, probabilities and potencies. In an inter-personal orientation, in our relations with(-)others, we also engage, encounter and recognize their integrity, potentialities, possibilities, probabilities and potencies.
 In both personal and inter-personal orientations we also meet an intimation of what is mutual along with a sense of trajectory as to where relationships are heading and the consequences that has for both the person in question and their embedded array of relationships; a meeting with existential novelty through the chaotic consequences of relational re-direction; and, through the re-direction of an existential surplus, as an existential excess of valuational formation, on balance, re-meet positive transformations in the re(-)formation of phenomenal-phenomenologically oriented identity, hermeneutically oriented functionality and existentially oriented valuational formation (in a delineated and provisionally definitive sense). The philosopher, etc., no doubt could add to this ad hoc list other features that indicate the re-direction of an existential sense of course. (394)


Given that the systematic sense of the existential is ‘delineated’ through the suspension of the reporting economy just what difference does this existential orientation contribute to the understanding of our encountered, recognized and engaged vision of existential re-construction (given these existential characteristics, etc.)? (395)

Towards this end let me now refine what is meant in regards to both the expressions ‘existential’ and ‘re-construction’, and, their collective union in this technical term of ‘existential re-construction’ in order to outline just what is meant, both explicitly and implicitly, as to how this understanding broadly applies to positively re-directing, in an existential orientation, the political-economy (and re-vitalizing those democratic life-worlds
 to be found therein [on all levels and aspects in the cooperative dissemination of power; be that though ‘co-option’ and/or ‘co-operation’]). (396)


Towards this end of re-defining this expression ‘existential re-construction’ let me first examine the role of truth determination in this type of complex program. (397)


‘Truth’ could be broadly defined as ‘a progressive realizing of an alignment with the apparent reality of that in question as mediated through its representational genesis’. In essence, an explicit or implicit question is being addressed with the expectation of an answering response in the form of a tentative metaphorical reply that is then either affirmed, disconfirmed, or, called into question again. E.g., is the person in the distance my friend Jack? It looks like Jack. Indeed, it is Jack. Or, this person does look like Jack, but, I need to put my glasses on in order to better see if this is the case. With my glasses now realize that that person in question is not Jack. Or, for the moment, that person is now out of view so I have to wait till I can see them again, and see them clearly, in order to decide the truth of this possibility. But, alignment is more a process of alignment and alignment is found through a finding forms of re-alignment. E.g., I am sure in the distance there is a male person who looks like my friend Jack. In this regard, we already have an aligned vision of reality to some extend. The limits on this understanding have a range that is between the impossibility of an overall absolute indubitability and being a position that I absolutely skeptical. Our very ability to ask a question means that we accept the pre-suppositional ground of that question even if that ground, in part, is only provisionally accepted. Given reality could be treated as if is determined in its constitution, within the limits of its determination and its potentiality for us to find access to a determination of its apparent constitution, how can we find alignment when, surely, we are either aligned or not aligned, but, never in some in between territory as if the entire world were in some form of quantum indeterminacy. But, in fact, our understanding is only realized through a process of appreciation through the utilization of a representational economy in conjunction with those other economies that assist in such progressive thematization. Our understanding is a work in progress, and, progress can be seen as being made when the interrogation of our representations realizes our finding greater degrees of alignment between such strands of representational textualization. That accepted, that processes of alignment are possible, the question that now should be asked is what forms of textual alignment need to be invoked? I would answer that such alignment is viewed between all forms of textualization, and, forms of textualization represent facets of the psyche. That all facets of the psyche have an economic genesis, i.e., are generated in the epistemological organization of the psyche and on their level of intentional expression and trans-intentional appreciation have at least a trimodal form with associated forms of correlativity between those dialectical modes.
 Textual representation of those modal perspectives naturally form alignments that cross such correlativities. So, e.g., in the perceptual field we find a correlativity between the perceptual object or state under focus, the background perceptual field, and, the accompanying sense of a perceptual subjectivity. Then, this perceptual economy is enriched with forms of linguistic treatment, reference to memory, hermeneutical comprehension, trans-cognitive forms of judgment, appreciation of valuational formation, etc., etc. Or, we could apply an ordered scrutiny to such (perceptual) explorations. Then, all forms of initial treatment can be seen to realize (nominative, analytical and/or synthetical) forms of treatment (elevated by one meta-degree) that is then subjected to retreatment (in order to return such retreated productivity back to its original meta-level in status). Now, although economic activity is at least trimodal in its theoretical constitution and practical modeling, on the other hand, in contrast, all focus on relationships, in their entertainment, can only be bimodal in orientation. So, in this regard, alignment is observed in bimodal terms of reference. E.g., is that person over there a friend of mine called Jack? Is it the case or is it not the case that this possibility is true or false (or unable to be ascertained)? However, bimodal considerations can always be more comprehensively treated in trimodal terms of reference. As noted the rhetoric of a question invokes a metaphorical response that is then either judged as determinable or currently or permanently as non-determined or as indeterminable. Is that Jack? Looks like Jack! And it is Jack (when the metaphor is literally deconstructed through the deconstruction of the underlying sense of ‘like’ read ‘as both like and not like’). Truth determination following on from this deconstruction of the metaphorical response. Hence even a simple bimodal question can be better appreciated in trimodal terms of reference as just outlined. In this provisional definition of truth that headed this paragraph, how might a Tarskian semantic definition of truth be better understood? (398)


The set P’ is truth iff the member p exists. This form applies to all bimodal operations of alignment and implies a certain transformational stability in the ‘underlying’ co-invariant isomorphism in an affirmation of alignment; when that alignment is judged to be true. Now, given even truth is determined in at least a trimodal economy it follows that truth is devolved from at least three forms of associated correlativity in the relevant economy in question. One way to incorporate this insight is to invoke truth as being ascertained in a transformational treatment-retreatement economy involving three stages of initial pre-treated productivity, treated productivity and final retreated productivity. Although treatment-retreatment can be viewed in a linear manner as just noted. More correctly, truth determination occurs in a circular-like economy. Judgment also implies bimodal-like trans-intentional appreciation of the intentional constitution of that under such scrutiny. A number of ways can be proposed to treat such bimodalism in trimodal (or trans-trimodal) terms of reference, namely, in a trimodal gestalt interpretation, or in an hexamodal ordered format that notes cognitive and/or trans-cognitive forms of treatment, or, in a format that notes a transformational treatment-retreatment philosophy. Let me outline the latter. Let me ask, e.g., is there at least one apple (a) contained (U) in the fruit bowl (b)? So, the question is to ask ‘is there an apple in the fruit bowl?’ I.e., a U b? I.e., (through the automatic invocation of a rhetorical ‘or’): (a U b)? = (a U b or –a U b)? Proposing a question is a form of treatment. Treatment assumes through some form of nominative and/or analytical and/or synthetical treatment a rise in meta-status of one meta degree. Now, a resolution of such treatment is realized in retreated terms of reference where the meta-status is returned to the meta-status of the initial pre-treated product which can be viewed as the relative object language by being lowered one meta degree. In this regard, retreatment, effectively, is counter relational, in so far as it does not advance one more meta-degree, but, instead, is reduced by one degree. It follows, therefore, that in retreatment we must invoke, in effect, a semantic manoeuvre, namely, P’ is true iff p. Or, in this instance, (a U b)’ is T (true) iff (if and only if) (a U b). In this respect, we can perceive “P’” as a set that is higher by one meta degree and is relatively metaphorical in complexion when treated in a rhetorical format whose mode of treatment must be a treated product of some form of nominative and/or analytical and/or synthetical treatment. In this instance, we could invoke more a synthetical orientation given that we are asking if ‘an apple can be found contained in the fruit bowl?’ However, we should also note that such an orientation is also correlatively related to analytical and nominative treatment styles given the fact that we want to know if a component of that fruit bowl is a piece of edible fruit and that that fruit is both an apple and is in the fruit bowl and that that ‘apple’ is actually an apple (i.e., meets the full complement of our modal expectations that we should expect in regarding an apple phenomenon). Now, the result of the rhetorical treatment of a pre-treated product is a metaphorical-like response, namely, in this instance (through the metaphorical invocation of ‘like’ as ‘both like and not like’; i.e., possibly not containing a full complement of modes that should be found in our phenomenological spectrum of pre-established modal expectations) along these lines that ({a U b} and {–a U b}). That the rhetorical treatment of a pretreated product realizes the metaphorical treatment response, namely, as noted: ({a U b} and {–a U b}). However, leaving a form of treatment in either a rhetorical, dis-conjunctive suspension and/or in a metaphorical, conjunctive suspension is not productive in terms of the resolution of a treatment process. This combination needs to be jointly suspended and then resolved through a process of truth determination (through an overall suspension of that joint suspension). So rhetorical pre-treatment produces the meta-transformation of metaphorical treatment, and, that is then resolved through meta-transformational retreatment. We can depict this overall meta-transformation approach (…) by equating this process as follows: 

          (a U b)’ is T iff: (a U b or –a U b)… ({a U b} and {–a U b})… [a U b (& -a –U b)]

That the truth of this treatment is either ‘there is an apple in the fruit bowl’ or ‘there is no apple in that fruit bowl’ (assuming, of course, the necessary pre-suppositional basis of that fruit bowl being in existence, etc.). (399)


Put more simply, to that extent this is possible, we could say that the question ‘whether there is an apple in the fruit bowl?’ produces two (metaphorical) possibilities, namely, that all of our modal expectations are either met or not adequately met at all! So, in truth determination, truth is posited when and only when the necessary relational conditions are all found to sufficiently apply (when the symmetry of the joint suspension is effectively and definitively broken) (and finds comprehensive confirmation through an overall suspension) in conjunction with the meeting of our modal expectations. If at least one edible apple is in that fruit bowl, and, I am proximately aligned in both time and space, then, should I wish, I could bite, taste and eat that same apple. (400)

Thence this bimodal alignment between (a U b) and {a U b}’is resolved in the truth or falsity of that propositional statement as a representational process of the determined reality of that situation in question, namely, either [(a U b) or (-a U b)/(a –U b). In this regard, rhetorical truth is both metaphorically indicated then and trans-rhetorically-and-metaphorically delineated (to then find a provisionally final determination through an adequately suitable, ongoing, overall transcendental suspension). (401)


Or, in truth there is the preservation of an isomorphism. E.g., in this instance, namely, /a U b / between the correlatives processes
 of the pre-treated rhetorical, treated metaphorical, and, the retreated resolution:

(a U b?), {(a U b) + (-a U b)} & [(a U b), or, (-a U b) (402)


What are the ramifications of this approach to the economy of truth determination (central to all forms of trans-cognitive/trans-intentional/trans-conceptual/’transcendental’ judgment)? (403)


Truth determination is found in an economic approach, and, that truth is suitably maintained when the corresponding isomorphism is maintained despite symmetry breakage, through suspensions, between rhetorical, metaphorical and trans-rhetorical-metaphorical processes of resolutional treatment. That truth determination is a process whose definitive delivery, essentially, is not processed but directly delivered, in and through that relationship in its essential entirety, and, then, and only then, recycled through representational processes of secondary iteration, reiteration and re-iteration, etc. That valuational formation is both processed in linear-like time and/or circular-like time, etc., and, its ‘transcendental’ appreciation is delivered in trans-linear/trans-circular terms of reference, but, again, is re-understood in and through processes of representational modeling/remodeling/re-modeling, etc., that would need to invoke either a linear format and/or a circular format.
 (404)


What relevance has truth determination to existential determination? Everything, by virtue of the fact that existentialization is dependent upon progressive forms of greater alignment realized through re-alignment and re-de-mis-alignment. Let me explain. (405)


How can facts be relatively affirmed and, therein, be declared as relatively true in provisional terms of reference (given that we can neither affirm absolute confirmation of a fact nor its absolute disconfirmation)? Because truth determination and factual determination, along with all other forms of judgmental appreciation, all depend on the existence of a pre-suppositional ground for determination treated as if already verified and in which suppositional verification needs to be in alignment in order to assign affirmation or in non-alignment in order to assign dis-affirmation. However, there are situations when the iteration of dis-affirmations will call aspects of this ground into question. although, again, the totality of this ground, itself, cannot be called into question. Even in a global suspension this ground is not destroyed or ignored being merely neutralized through such a manoeuvre. Just as the asking of a question does not destroy that format be that either its pre-suppositional ground and/or the overt form of the question. Because the dis-conjunctive suspension is answered by the metaphorical reply, that, then, has its symmetry broken one way or the other to proffer a provisional solution. E.g., is this person Jack? This means: Is this person Jack or is this person not Jack? In the affirmative, we have: This looks like Jack. This means: This person, for the moment, is both like Jack and not like Jack (given that he may not be Jack). Going from metaphorical like to literal ‘is’ means (the breaking of this symmetry): This is Jack being not just like Jack but also non-not-Jack; being Jack. In a dis-confirmation we get: This person is not like Jack. Meaning: this person is both not like Jack and not not-like Jack (given this person is also a male like Jack and, perhaps, could have been mistaken for Jack in the distance, etc.). However, the dis-confirmation implies that, on balance, this person is not Jack. Hence, either way the definitive resolution of the rhetorical question is the breaking of the metaphorical symmetry in such a manner that that breaking is harmonized with the associated ground. Or, put more simply, our knowledge of Jack is such that we can make this determination given an adequate degree of information suitably processed in an act or series and/or set/s of judgments. In a court of law, e.g., we might need to ask a complex array of questions about the person and behaviour of Jack be these considerations observed and/or inferred, etc. Again, however, truth determination can be seen as the appreciation of the alignment or non-alignment of certain propositional representations representing the discerned interaction within and/or between certain relationships in such a manner so as to determine such alignment through a combination of affirmed re-alignment and/or re-de-mis-alignment and/or dis-confirmation through non-re-alignment and/or non-re-de-mis-alignment. Let me explore conditions for affirmation or dis-affirmation. (406)


Alignment is discerned through re-alignment and/or re-de-mis-alignment. If one were to be aligned already, say, a certain historical fact, a suitable form of checking would merely confirm that you were correctly aligned in that regard. I.e., e.g., if you held the thought that ‘Julius Caesar crossed the Rubicon in the year 49 BCE’ then you could confirm the constitution of this fact by consulting a reputable account of that historical event. In your consultation if you found you had verified the constitution of that fact then you perceive yourself in alignment with this factual representation. But, then, if you had first thought the date that this event occurred was 50 BCE and found on checking it you had to correct it to 49 BCE then through re-de-mis-alignment you have now attained a better degree of alignment. A reasonable degree of alignment was already in place given that this person called ‘Julius Caesar’ is not in dispute nor the fact that ‘he crossed this river called the Rubicon’ along with ‘the ensuing political consequences that were to flow from this declaration of civil war’. Hence ‘re-alignment’ through a re-alignment that is re-confirmed and/or a process of ‘re-de-mis-alignment’ where an error in the constitution of the fact or set of facts in question is now rectified and its altered form now affirmed in this improved form. As for negative facts, what we can say is that to mistake them in a positive form is to create a certain degree of mis-alignment and in the process de-align the degree of alignment already arrived at. (407)


At no stage should we mistake pre-suppositional stability as indubitable even if its provisional nature is never found to need considerations for its revision be that non-radical or otherwise. We can safely bet that the next day will dawn even if we could imagine otherwise (be that non-event envisaged in either catastrophic or non-catastrophic terms of reference [e.g., in either an apocalypse or a transcendental suspension]). (408)


Truth determination seeks a better form of alignment between various propositional formats, e.g., facts, ideas, thoughts, comparisons, orders, cognitive functions, trans-cognitive judgments, etc. etc. The existential orientation is an intentional attitude that seeks a collective engagement-encounter-recognition that is both better informed but also more productive in positive valuational formation. It is my contention that whatever promotes closer degrees of alignment can also promoted both a better appreciation of its truth determination and its propensity for a richer and enriched process of positively oriented valuational formation. That, essentially, these promotions are organized, indeed both self-organized and re-self-organized when the necessary pre-conditions for that type of trajectory are put in place and potentiated, i.e., initiated and sustained. Such existentially directed and re-directed harmony promoting relational integrity, a greater degree of truthfulness along with a rich and re-enriched environment of positive valuation formation, etc. (409)

Thence our concern for a progressive process of alignment that proffers both a greater degree of ongoing harmonic resolution but also an ensuing enrichment of that relationship in question. Thence the positive valuational formation of an open truthfulness to reality and the reality of truthfulness to promote greater degrees of existential enrichment! Thence, in this need for the promotion of an existential orientation, we should find a well-founded abhorrence for a so-called ‘truthiness’ erected through fake histories, fake narratives, fake news… along with all the wayward or waylaid people who wittingly and/or unwittingly promulgate such desired forms of truth that through over-iteration are allowed to take on an improper life of their own as half-truths, memes, official histories, virulent viral trends in misrepresentation and the like, etc. Just how is the case that such mis-aligned affirmations can arise and how are such misadventures in interpretation to be successfully and existentially deconstructed? (410)


Traditionally, truth is discerned through perceptual experience,
 inference and testimony. All of the above is couched in interpretation. In my examination of textual experience, I perceive a textual economy approached through three aspects, namely; textual depositions in a phenomenal-phenomenological mode; a meta-textual mode centered on hermeneutic genres and forms of con-textual framing; and, a non-textual, non-systematic existential mode of valuational treatment. Consequently, given the inescapable dimension of the hermeneutic, even direct perceptual experience is completely enwrapped in interpretation and that the same applies to input that is either inferential and/or testimonial. Into this mix we must also note the contributions that promote both an intensification of motivation and a consolidation of interpretation, namely; desire; a need to unravel the anomalous; authority; broad education; belief; and, iteration. Given these closely interacting aspects of motivational intensification and interpretative consolidation we can envisage that if these contributions were promoted in a process of truth determination that should be conducted dispassionately, given the collective role of dis-conjunctive suspensions, conjunctive suspensions and the ongoing suspended balance of the former within the auspices of an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension that oversees the suspension of the former, etc., that we could easily move from the discovery of truth determination to the recovery of a truthiness promoted through this amalgam of desire, etc. If a certain ‘truth’ is desired then we have an array of recognized mechanisms to subtly and not so subtly promote the same such as with conformational biases, etc. That ‘truth’ could also be ingrained through cultural reasoning and a broad education where such values are inculpated wittingly and unwittingly. Then, all of this feeds into matters of belief and inevitably reinforced through various forms of iteration from memes, viral observations and comments, customs, habits, proliferation, institutionalization, etc. (411)


Now, given this admittedly brief and ad hoc framing of this topic of truthiness and its allied forms of fake news, fake histories and fake narratives, etc., the imputed truth of this account should be stamped on miscellaneous forms of dissemination that might fall within its murky shadow. In this hope that this phenomenology can insightfully account for the ensuing mis-alignment, when factual truth is miscast or misinterpreted, then let us scrutinize such reports in order to discern whether such putative truth determinations take an existential direction in an aligned truthfulness or a non-existential direction of a mis-aligned truthiness. Given the relatively existential alignment of the former and the relatively non-existential mis-alignment of the latter we should ask how can we discern and differentiate the same, and, importantly, ask why such discernment is necessary within the life of our relationships? Or, more bluntly, and simply, why should we seek authenticity when inauthenticity, at least superficially, seems to have a lot to recommend itself? (412)


Both truthfulness and truthiness can be disseminated either wittingly or unwittingly. All too often we merely repeat what we have been told. So, unwittingly, we can be exponents of either truthfulness or truthiness. But, no doubt, there are people who wittingly disseminate either a non-deceptive truthfulness or deceptions of a truthiness repackaged as having the appearance of being truthful given this need for the latter to be repackaged and re-disseminated through appealing to desire and authority reinforced through patterns of over-iteration, etc. But, if truthiness can be repackaged to appear as if truthful how could we ever tell them apart. Truthiness is mis-aligned but never totally mis-aligned; just as to tell a lie we must tell mainly truth and then tweak it in the manner of the deception desired. However, our very survival is foundered on the fact that we must be able to sufficiently discern what elements are aligned and what remaining parts might be mis-aligned. Indeed, through a critical scrutiny of apparent motivation we might detect those elements that have been over-stressed and/or under-stressed for reasons that might not be fully consistent with the overall, apparent purport of such intent. Or, more directly, we could just ask to what extent desire; a need to unravel the anomalous; authority; broad education; belief; and, iteration may have or may not have distorted the overall semblance of an overall intention/s being expressed through such dissemination. To this list of potential flags, we might also add rhetorical touches that seem to gloss over such discordant motivation or uncritically reviewed patterns of iteration that if closely viewed might not be so easily conceded in a passive form of mere uncritical acceptance or actively reconfirmed despite no evidence or substantial, non-circular corroboration in some form or other. Indeed, we may well ask just how do we form verified truth determinations given the neo-liberal deceptions, impractical populism, blatant political truthiness, etc., that so readily distort the political-economy, e.g., and our critical appreciation of the same. (413)


In an ordered perspective, we could say that full truth, in a factual sense, is observed when a fifth order representation is treated and finds verification as aligned in a sixth order manner and, thus, can be ascribed with a sixth order status. In order to successfully migrate from a fifth order to a sixth order, i.e., entertain the verified transformation from the representation of a possible state of affairs to the representation of an actual state of affairs, we would need to treat all prior ordered material, i.e., from the fist order to the fourth, as pre-suppositional to this focusing on what is putatively factual and able to find and sustain, thereafter, some form of corroboration or verification. Assuming some form of mutual association between the cognitive or intentional orders and the trans-cognitive or trans-intentional orders we can note the progression of the former, from the first order to the sixth, via the referential (in the phenomenology of its atomic essentiality and its complex and open mapping of our cultural universe through their semantic linkage); the integration of such thoughts; conceivability; perceptiveness; recognition of potential factualness and actual factualness versus the judgmental nature of the latter via pre-essential judgment; aesthetical judgment; de-ontological judgment; pragmatical judgment; hermeneutical judgments and ontical judgments. Obviously, the intentional nature of a representational depiction of a certain state of affairs must be able to be entertained as an intentional state of affairs in the first place before we move on and determine questions of verified factuality. In broad cognitive-trans-cognitive terms of reference, we could say that the fifth order could be seen to move through various forms of potentiality before being granted sixth order factual status given the verification, in some form or other, of a sixth order in ordered status. In this regard, we can envisage a shift from mere potentiality to possibility to probability to potentiation. Let me explain. By potentiality is meant that which could be perceptually envisaged in a fourth cognitive order without being countermanded by considerations of possibility emanating from a trans-perceptual treatment of that context. The example citied previously is the fact that ‘I could imagine myself walking on the surface of the moon in my birthday suit’. However, as a possibility I know that could never be the case even if I were put in a position to walk on the surface of the moon by being brought to that surface. For a start, it would be too cold for me to walk, but, more importantly, given the presence, or absence, of a near perfect vacuum I would effectively explode. However, if I were kitted out in a suitably pressurized spacesuit then I may well be able to walk on the surface of the moon if I were in a position to do so. Fortunately, this is most improbable as I have no desire to walk on the surface of the moon even if I were to be paid millions of dollars to do so! On the other hand, if an astronaut were to be sent to the moon again and had the right equipment then that person would be in a position to be seen to moon-walk once more. This ‘possibility’ having already been exercised in the course of the Apollo missions. I.e., in repeating and correctly sequencing these pre-conditions their pre-conditional position is such that they can now potentiate, i.e., initiate and sustain, such a pattern of enaction. Once potentiation is observed, i.e., perceived, remembered, inferred or testified as having happened, then we have a sixth order fact verified in those same terms of treatment. Moreover, what is aligned can be found to be aligned in an infinite number of frames of reference if those same reference frames form a transformational set where any one frame can be transformationally converted into any other that rightfully belong to that same set. E.g., as an instance of this concept of interconnected transformational sets let me merely note that I was told about this country called ‘England’ both at home and at school, read about it in books, then was able to visit that country, can recall my memories of that visit, and, nearly every day, read about that same country in the newspapers, etc. In other words, all these forms of transformational isomorphic invariance reinforce this supposition that there exists “a country called ‘England’” and, thence, reinforce that fact as having a sixth order in status and can deservedly form a relatively quite stable and non-disputed pre-suppositional basis for other factual considerations dealing with the factual details of this factual representation of this country called ‘England’. (414)


Correctly conducted transformations enacted within a correctly formulated transformation set establishes a series of alignments that strengthen the imputation that such ascriptions have aa greater relevance within those same terms of reference. Similarly, in the scientific fields of chemistry or physics, when a set of data can be harmoniously interpreted across a number of integrated interpretative frames of reference then the ensuing interpretations are regarded as more strongly verified. Or, e.g., in climate science, when we find a correlational pattern that suggest progressive temperature increases then that interpretation becomes progressively confirmed despite occasional anomalies that need also to be addressed; be that through the rechecking of data input, scrutinizing and refining modes of interpretation, or finding additional explanations in order harmoniously resolve such anomalies. We should also expect some degree of anomalies to appear given the overwhelmingly chaotic nature of both this world and our experience of the same. Indeed, small anomalies may well be expected and provisionally accepted and relatively neutralized until they are either resolved or cause us to serious reframe our interpretative frames of reference. (415)


In the course of normal experience, we daily conduct such reviews of our alignments and the imputations that are we have derived therein. E.g., we could be in a cake shop looking for some cakes to take for afternoon tea at a friend’s place. We may see something novel and ask what it is or how it is made? The cake-shop vendor might be keen to sell this new line of product and offers a small piece to be tasted. We duly taste it and finding ourselves impressed decide to buy some given that it is both nice to taste and something quite novel as well. We are sure our host will be duly impressed too. Or, e.g., this new and inexpensive suit looks nice, but, will this new suit look nice when worn? So, we try it on and view our wearing it. In our interpretation of each new situation we form an idea of the modal expectations we hope will be present or hope will not be present. E.g., when we try that new suit we hope we look good in it and at the same time it does not fall apart on our merely trying it on for a first time. We inspect it and hope it fulfills our expectations from quality to price, etc. (416)


A critical phenomenologist has the same type of reply when disposing of philosophical puzzles as to, e.g., the imputed reality of dream objects in dream states, etc. If our expectations are not met then the state or states under such scrutiny are judged as not meeting such ascriptions, and, only when our modal expectations are met do we then ascribe the classification associated with such a fit. Dream apple do not satisfy the physiologically based drive of hunger, e.g. Moreover, the more inter-subjective this type of process of modal judgment can be shared then the more likely we are to ascribe such collective judgments associated with such classifications. But, then, we can also be subjected to inter-subjective pressures to conform with such announcements and so it behooves us to ask ourselves as to motivation, to what extent desire, etc., underwrites or over-writes such ascriptions, etc. Indeed, when and where relevant and possible, we should check such alignments and such cross-alignments in order to ascertain for ourselves the truthfulness or truthiness of such claims embedded in such putative propositional representations. In this regard, we can also inspect such claims to inquire as to whether they were enacted in an existentially oriented intentional environment or in a non-existentially oriented intentional environment, etc. How might this existential review be conducted? (417)


I would like to argue that all intentional behavior is both intentionally deposited in parallel trails of traces, and, such trails and traces are also impressed with a certain inherent degree of authenticity whether such an existential stamp or existential seal is apparent or otherwise.
 Given such an impression, if this only be granted hypothetically, how are we, in theory, to review this existential status attendant upon the production of such traces as mapped out in such parallel trails? Should such traces be discerned then we can look for their parallel instantiations co-associated with the same should they too be found. Then we can discern, when and where possible, to what extent they were harmoniously enacted or not. A more harmonious enactment representing a more existentially oriented process of relational resolution with the relational situation in question. Obviously, such textual production is reproduced and through its textual re-enactment we might be able to discern the both the intentional and existential nature of its origins as found cast therein. I would also argue that such reproduction can also re-produce, along more chaotic lines of representation, an existential picture of that intentional production as found within its hermeneutic context given that a discernment of relevant genres that appear to have been invoked, through adoption and adaptation, should further cast a spotlight on the intentional genesis of such intentional representation. That in our appreciation of such specifically deposited intentionality we may well then be in a position to impugn apparent motive and motivation, etc., and, through their re-constitution re-experience the apparent authenticity or inauthenticity of such re-created intentional, cognitive formation and its attendant trans-cognitive, valuational formation. (418)


What might we look out for in this reviewing of putative existential seals or stamps? The degree of harmony or otherwise to be found in the re-formation of their deposition as might reflect both their genesis and/or their dissemination? Indeed, I would argue that it is a small shift from re-formation to reformation of our appreciation of such representations. In effect, discerning to what extent and in what manner texts are not wholly consistent with their purported intent through either re-classification and/or re-interpretations, either theirs and/or ours, and to what degree such mis-classifications and/or mis-interpretations non-existentially attempt to reframe such acts of discursive dissemination… (419)


I would much rather place the following commentary as a footnote but being such a fertile ground for this type of scrutiny, in a quest to demonstrate relative, non-existentially oriented inauthenticity, let me reluctantly examine a number of recent statement emitted by President Donald Trump in the body of this text (rather being relegated to the footnotes). For a start, we can make the following points: relative inauthenticity is more likely to occur when there is insufficient compliance to the acceptable rules of the genre apparently being invoked. That misinterpretation and misclassification can be noted when, in the course of iteration, we note such transformational shifts in production. So, let me illustrate these points, courtesy of this President himself. (420)

Before winning this high office, Trump reinterpreted a very unwise comment of Hillary Clinton to the effect that she accused his supporters, adding that they were ‘all hard-working Americans’, of being ‘a basket of deplorable’. Clinton had said ‘half of his supporters were a basket of deplorables’ and seems to have meant the rightwing fringe elements of his support basis. Given that this potential president obviously courted such support. So, here, we have a classic example of both misinterpretation and misclassification. He both misinterpreted her comment and then reclassified all his supporters as ‘hardworking Americans’ as ‘a basket of deplorables’. Who in their right mind would hold such a statement. But, then, we should ask, who in their right mind, as a political candidate, would utter such an act of total defamation. But, through reiteration this became the statement incorrectly attributed to Clinton. (421)


Or, consider such glosses in this President’s unwise tweets where he states ‘his campaign connections, etc., to Russia do not exist’ and ‘everyone knows this’.
 But, if everyone knew that then why are there a number of investigations continuing into whether this possibility was the case or not? Obviously, not everyone holds that opinion. It everyone really did believe this to be the case then there would have been no need to have uttered such comments and glosses in the first place. To my mind, such non-harmonious glosses are unintended indications of inauthentic thinking and effectively indicate seals or stamps of non-existentially oriented inauthenticity rather than with an existentially oriented authenticity. (422)


Discordant interactive behavior can also indicate the same type of phenomenon of inauthentic motivation; certain behavior that is non-aligned with others (as might otherwise be found expected). E.g., in the oft repeated video of then Director of the FBI, James Comey being summoned to cross the floor to shake the hand of President Trump in the Oval Office in the White House,
 we see the Director successfully short-circuiting a ‘presidential hug’ with an outstretched handshake.
 The Director, at around 6’8”, succinctly deconstructs the President’s apparent attempt to appear overly friendly when we can assume this Director wishes both to be professionally independent and to be seen as professionally independent from political influences, be they either non-adverse or adverse, emanating from the White House. Then, the near effortless deconstruction of the comic series of reasons given as to why this ‘showboat’ and ‘groundstander’ and a ‘real nut job’ and should have been fired on the grounds of ‘incompetence’ and for ‘supporting Hillary Clinton’, etc., is further ‘evidence’ of a very patent, overall inauthenticity behind the enaction of this dismissal, etc. Indeed, even in the manner of its execution it appears to demonstrate the inauthentic modus operandi of this President when The Director first discovers the fact of his dismissal on ‘television’ whilst addressing members of the FBI in California. Even the dismissal letter and its references to the assertion that the President had been told three times he was not under investigation further support the contention that these proceedings were enacted in a non-existentially oriented manner.
 In this regard, it appears that continuing comments from a variety of sources would collectively suggest that these investigations are ever more likely to support that contention of inauthenticity, dishonesty, and a potential abuse of power or similar, given no apparent current reversal of that same trend?? (423)


We can note that when one is not lying or deceptive but trying to be professional, honest, caring, compassionate, respectful of others, etc., then such integrity finds itself stamped on texts emitted by such persons and by association on the organizations they might also be representing. On the other hand, inauthenticity, through a lack of harmonized integration, through mentally running a covert representation of reality and it overt reinterpretations or misinterpretations, will also find itself stamped with such inauthenticity either directly or indirectly by default on the emission of texts issued under such circumstances. Now in the light of this double observation it is my belief that under similar forms and degrees of textual pressure through interrogation, etc., such relatively inauthentic texts are more easily deconstructed given their relatively less integrated intentional origins and gestation. Therefore, we should be able to more easily observe this hermeneutic phenomenon when and where such inauthentically generated and disseminated texts are found to be more prone to the revelation of such inauthenticity proffered through their more easily facilitated deconstruction. As implied, inauthentic seals or stamps are arrived at through inauthentic motivation, gestation and dissemination, and, may well be more easily deconstructed and/or self-deconstructed. That treatment through misinterpretation and misclassification are two ways such texts are manufactured in their reissue, and, as well as being inauthentically disseminated through a variety of subterfuges usually well-known to the generally dishonest, manipulators of opinion, people who misuse the good services of others, etc. However, through the excessive iteration of such inauthentic machinations, when the good words and works of a good person are weighed before the words of a person of no repute or poor repute, whose emissions are suspended under a cloud of suspicion and doubt, then the former will more than likely win out before the honorable deliberations of a serious court and in the court of public opinion; be that either local or, indeed, on a global scale should such interest be generated on that grander scale of dissemination! Through the utilization of the Internet and wide spread uptake of social media, the latter option is becoming more prevalent in a mature democracy; especially when the public senses a possible miscarriage of justice, and, the powerful and wealthy are using their greater social advantage to either escape justice or inflict some form of injustice on an individual or group of individuals not deserving of such ill-directed retribution! (424)


As previously noted, truth determination revolves around a series of hermeneutic aspects that frame or reframe either direct or indirect perceptual evidence immediately observed and/or non-immediately recollected, through logical inference in some form or other, and/or, through the authority of testimony culturally judged as suitable for this serious task of truth determination albeit in the area of such expertise. To this mix, with the result of mapping its semblance of sense in the worlds of culture, through which we pass before-others, that transformations from a fifth order to a sixth order of factual determinations we will find this process either accelerated or impeded, either promoted or deferred, through inputs like motivational desire; problematic situations felt to be in need of resolution, authority, broad education, belief and the use of iteration… Moreover, forms of factual representation felt to be beyond reproach will also take on an analytical-like pre-suppositional tenor versus possibly factual information regarded less vividly in a more synthetic light. This interplay between pre-suppositions and suppositions generating the illusion of strong certainty versus a world of less certainty especially when either worlds are seriously called into question; be that on grounds that are relatively truthful or merely possess a complexion of a relative truthiness. Propositional representations of the latter often needing more intentional glue to stay together as might be evidenced in demands for their public affirmation by related authorities, over-supported through false or misguided testimony, and, all excessively over-iterated as if the repetition of a fact establishes its sixth order status. (425)


However, as previous noted, truth determination is a process of alignment on many levels; be that as found engaged between evidential formats, logical formats and formats based on testimony regards as culturally reliable, etc. Truth determination also has it phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential inputs in an economy where representations are also appreciated through both cognitive-intentional orders and trans-cognitive, judgmental orders as noted below:
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6.

Actual



Factual (426)


Generally speaking, the more a representational proposition is psychically aligned and in conformity within an array of expected phenomenological modalities, etc., the richer is its ordered status, and, as a consequence, less prone to forms of cultural and/or counter-cultural deconstruction. As a rule, we can also say that denser forms of alignment are more indicative of an existentially oriented tenor if not already treated as delineated in that manner and provisionally definitive in their economic form of representation. (427)


Moreover, as noted elsewhere, in challenging a major discourse serious proponents of a minor discourse needs to be able to first deconstruct that prevailing orthodoxy, and, then suitably replace it with that minor discourse that has now taken on a major status. However, in this revolutionary or evolutionary mission I have argued elsewhere that ‘existential deconstruction’ is also simultaneously an ‘existential re-construction’ of that prior major discourse in such a manner, through one stage, that it now takes on new characteristics able to rectify the negative impact of that now relegated prior major discourse. That, indeed, in effect, through such an existential transformation, we have a new major discourse that is now more able to discharge the valuation that can flow from its cultural incorporation. (428)


Given the wide ranging adverse impacts issuing from a relentless imposition of a global neo-liberal ideology, as the prevailing political-economic doctrine of our contemporary world, it behooves the serious citizen to endeavor to oversee its existential replacement with forms of thought whose general format is more people-orientated and more sympathetic to the richness and enrichment of our lives with-others, before-others in an environment more conducive to the cooperative dissemination of power needed to harmoniously realize both our personal ambitions and social aspirations. In this fostering of such a pro-relational attitude let me now explore what is meant by ‘existential’, ‘re-construction’ and their coming together in this philosophy that seeks the existential re-construction of the political-economy. (429)


First let me proffer some provisional definitions. (430)

Existential: That which better promotes both relational richness and its progressive enrichment and hence the promotion of a differentially amplified process of valuational formation. (431)

Re-Construction: Re-direction through the transformation of suitable policy settings in the light of the promotion of an existential surplus as an excess in suitable valuational formation. (432)

Existential Re-Construction: Re-direction of the political-economy in order to better facilitate a progressive harmonization of both personal ambitions and social aspirations. (433)

That I envisage the political-economy to have three branches, namely, the political, economic and stylistic (as argued and examined elsewhere). In effect, they mirror the theoretical, practical and critical aspects of political economy functions (and through the lens of the doctrine of the separation of powers can be seen to also reflect the legislature (given to politics), the executive (given to economic implantation of politically and theoretically formulated policy setting}, and, the judiciary (seen as the critical arm of policy formation). However, this threefold division entertained here between these three branches can also entertained within these sub-disciplines (in the overall [super-]discipline of political-economics), namely, as presented in the following diagrammatical format:

Political

Economic

Stylistic


Theoretical

Politicians

Economists

Re-Directionists











(Critics)

Practical

Civil Servants

Executives

Re-Directors 

(Mangers)

Critical


Overseers

Accountants

Re-Correctionists 








            (Compliance Officers) (434)


I also envisage this discipline of political-economic as not able to be reduced to the (sub-)disciplines of politics, economics and stylistics for the following reasons. Politics is not economics! Running a country is not running a business as the former has the central objective of advancing the promotion of personal ambitions and inter-personal aspirations whilst the latter has the primary objective of making a profit as exercised through four sub-objectives centered on the creation of an enterprise, preserving that enterprise, ensuring the conservation(al profit) of the same as well as the inevitable desire to oversee its meta-conservation through an overseeing the growth in that conservational sense of profitableness). However, despite this fundamental differentiation in intent and imperatives, governments need to function in this world as lived through the intervention of economic patters of iterative redirection and re-iterated re-direction, and, businesses stand in need of forms of governance in their own right. Hence their differentiation but also their necessary cooperation. At this level, we are now dealing with the ‘political-economic’ (and hence the important addition of the hyphen). That central to political-economic activity is the utilization of the (non-chaotic) redirection and (chaotic) re-direction of policy settings. Policy formation involving their politically oriented thematization, their economic implementation, and, their critical stylistic redirected appreciation and re-directed re-appreciation. (435)


As diagrammatical represented I also envisage this threefold division of the theoretical, etc., to also apply within these subdisciplines of the political etc. So, within the political sphere we have politicians, civil servants and overseers (whose position is to critically evaluate the work of the former in the form of commissioning reports, discussion in committee, consulting experts, etc.). In the economic sphere, theoretical economists can be viewed as economists. The practical implementation of predefined procedures is managed by executives (defined in this narrow sense of redirected behaviour). The critical review of this economic sub-discipline being carried out by ‘accounts’ treated in this broad sense of those that monitor the economic sphere in terms of input, production, transport, services, costs and prices, profits, debts, etc. In our third sub-discipline of stylistics I have noted critics (as re-directionists) (in their review of policy setting, etc,), managers as managers who are able to manage processes of re-direction when and where the same appears to be called for, and, a third sub-sub-discipline of compliance (all too often overlooked or subverted by neo-liberally oriented practitioners). Exponents of compliance, through passive monitoring and active enforcement, can be seen as re-correctionists, or, as upholders or compliance officers or enforcers of regulations, etc, etc. Thence this none-fold scheme as just presented. (436)

Now, at this point I would like to introduce a doctrine of professional association [between sub-disciplines] and segregation [between sub-sub-disciplines, etc.]. Let me explain what is meant and establish the import of this descriptive-prescription (or proscription) that should be exercised within the entire ambit of the political-economy. (437) 

Politicians are not civil servants, and v.v. In a democratic life-world, the former are usually elected and the latter are usually non-elected. There are other professional differences that should also be maintained. Extending this insight, we can also see and infer that it is professionally advisable for those people who are asked to take on a critical political role should also keep their professional distance from both politicians and civil servants given that both could be under indirect or direct forms of critical investigation, etc. Thence this concept of an insulation or separation or, i.e., a segregation between these two sub-sub-professions of the politician, the civil servant and those appointed to oversee critical political inquiries. That this same pattern can be seen to apply equally to economists, executives and accountants, and then, as well, to critics, managers and enforcers (of compliance). On the other hand, in contrast, forms of cooperation should be horizontally encouraged between politicians, economists, and critics (and to a much lesser extent to other members of other two sub-disciplines). So, e.g., civil servant should liaise with executive and managers, an v.v., etc. So, e.g., overseers should cooperate with accountants and enforcers, and v.v., etc. Of course, one must add, that all such disciplinarians, as professionals, need to also cooperate with each other within the ambit of the political-economy whilst still preserving in the midst of such cooperation these forms of segregation or association. Hence this brief exposition of this doctrine of professional association and segregation.
 (438)


I defined the ‘existential’ as ‘that which better promotes both relational richness and its progressive enrichment and hence the promotion of a differentially amplified process of valuational formation’. I would argue that relationships come into being through an ongoing resolution of relative differences within a certain field. By ‘field’ is meant fields that are either epistemologically oriented and/or ontologically oriented. In reality, we cannot make an absolute distinction given that we are embodied, intentional constitution itself is ‘divided’ between an objective polarity and field polarity, and, all dialectical facets of the intention and trans-intentional economies, and allied economies, are correlatively expressed.
 Ongoing resolution implies an ongoing balance between the relatively consonant nature of a field/s, dissonant forms of focus, and, the process of resolution between the former. Indeed, this ongoing balance between these three polarities mirrors the form of the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. As noted elsewhere, complete resolution is the death of the relationship and insufficient resolution is the stillbirth of that potential relationship. That, similarly, too much or too little consonance or dissonance also disrupts the ongoing formation of our relationships. That the non-reductive emergence of this relational dimension implies an existential surplus as an existential excess in valuational formation
 over the mere summation of its inputs. That an existentially oriented process of enrichment is overseen through an existentialization of the relatively non-existential (and never the existentialization of the relatively existential). This existential dimension being seen as trans-cognitive, as a judgmental process, as trans-conceptual, etc. The existential dimension observing distinctive contrasts with relatively non-existential experiences of historical time, geographical space, personal self-perception and inter-personal other-experience, indeed, the formation of relationally oriented experience (in both indicative and delineated senses of the existential). Moreover, this leads us to note the existential indicators and hallmarks that find themselves impressed on texts in accordance with the existential tenor of their deposition. This relational dimension is also approached under the headings of embracement that entails a dynamic balance between embodiment, embeddedness, embankment, as well as through noting emplacement (in our embracement of the current situatedness we find ourselves within), displacement (because the intentional ambitions and aspirations of our projects and programs, within their respective prospects, cannot be immediately met given that complex intentional objectives cannot be immediately realized, etc.) and re-emplacement (through the ongoing existential overcoming of our ongoing sense of displacement). We should also note that every situation gives us some degree of empowerment; if only through our understanding of its relevance for-us even if we were to be relatively disempowered given, e.g., that even a slave can ultimately withdraw their service in spite of the consequences that might be visited upon them and others. But our current level of empowerment might not meet even the degree of empowerment wished for or needed in order to enact necessary projects and programs or, more likely, be to a degree that impedes the realization of such goals given their desired expedition (given that we envisage such objectives from where we are currently situated, and, to the same extent such goals are usually formulated with what resources are to hand or near to hand). That, with the adequate coupling of right intent with resources to hand, along with some occasional degree of good luck, we can then find a form of existential re-empowerment through fostering those pro-relational aspects of our relationships that will allow us to more effectively meet those objectives if realistically formulated and properly addressed in sequential terms of reference, etc. (439)


What is relational richness and enrichment, and, how are such aspects pro-relationally progressed in an existential direction? (440)


Both relational richness and relational enrichment are non-reductive aspects of valuational formation and where the latter is the positive differential increase arrived at over the former. I.e., enrichment is that differential between relational enrichment and relational richness observed prior to enrichment, and, where a positive differential increase is observed in positive enrichment through existentialization, and, where a negative differential is to be observed in de-existentialization of that valuational formation as observed over time. As noted, valuational formation is related to phenomenal-phenomenologically oriented identity formation, hermeneutically oriented functionality, an, non-systematic existentially oriented value formation. The value of valuational formation can be determined through discerning to what extent valuational output is greater than valuational input, and, its differential establishes its arrived at existential enrichment and/or de-existential de-enrichment. However, the quantitative evaluation of quality is difficult but can be conducted in comparative terms be that in the same situatedness in question or some other parallel or related or relatable parallel be that at an instant, a series and/or set/s of instants (i.e., e.g., as an historical-geography
). Now, we need to ask identity, etc., can be revalued, etc? Then, we need to ask how such a progression can be existentially advanced in pro-relational terms of reference? (441)


Identity, for a subject or set of subjects, can be seen as that relative impact a person has or set of persons have through either presence and/or absence before-others in a certain relevant manner. So, e.g., a person who is having a heart attack and is obviously in need of urgent medical attention might well find the presence of a doctor to hand of greater value. Then, that doctor would find value for themselves in being able to successfully offer their useful service in coming to the assistance of that person suffering that heart attack. The successful preservation of the life of that person would also be of value to the members in their social setting/s as well given the fact that they have been raised and educated, and, our dissemination of power is only through others, and v.v., along with the accumulation and discharge of mutual and less mutual obligations, etc. We could see a relative difference in identity valuation between the person who perceives that person having a heart attack and can give or get urgent help and the person who does not realize that this same person is having a heart attack and can render no significant assistance. In many ways, we can see this form of identity as the relative utilization and/or non-utilization of value to hand in a more valuable form of utilization. E.g., in my moving towards the ticket counter of an exhibition in a public art gallery in Munich, Germany, a patron who had just seen that exhibition offered me their ticket so that I could enter without needing to pay. Recently, at a rather expensive exhibition in Melbourne, Australia, I had the opportunity to return this act of kindness. And so, the world goes around… although it true to say that even if an event has a price that is zero its cost(s) can never be zero and so this type of act should not be over-extended (after Kant’s categorical imperative). In essence, we can say identity richness is the ability to perform intentionally directed acts of enactions through exercising a set of possibilities found to hand, and, enrichment is the extension of this range be it in the manner of its exercise or what can be exercised. So, e.g., the person receiving the free ticket is then able to use that money saved for some other project and hence this semblance of enrichment of possibilities that can be and could be exercised. This allows me to segue into a meta-textual appreciation of identity formation. Given that identity is exercised through possible modes of meta-textual expression we can regard an existential improvement in functional formation, or functionality, as either the adoption and adaptation of additional modes of genre informed activity and/or the improvements we can make in the uptake of those previously or newly acquired genres to hand. E.g., by exploring your new suburb, where you have just taken up residence, then you will find your living in that locale greatly improved should you be able to avail yourself of those facilities in that suburb like shopping, banking, sports centers and the like. E.g., go to university and acquire the medical skills of a doctor then allows you to function as a doctor with a commensurate increase in your capacity to earn a living. Then extending our concept of the existential, in its non-systematic sense, and the emergent productivity of the union of the textual and the meta-textual, i.e., the uptake of genres of (active) behavior (and passive interpretation) then allows us to find what value we are currently experiencing and in what manner, given our relational sitatuatedness, as to how we might be able to amplify the same be that either for ourselves and/or others. In this manner, finding forms of correlativity between texts, meta-texts and anon-texts that positively enhance our progressive existentialization of that situatedness in question and/or dis-enhance or retrogressive de-existentialization of that same situatedness in question. So, the question now that needs to be asked is ‘in general or particular or in specific terms of reference just how do we amplify the overall valuational formation currently to hand in a certain situation’, or ‘how do we enter into our relationships with others in such a manner that there is a mutual advancement in the progression of our personal ambitions and/or social aspirations given the dissemination of personal power, or empowerment (and only realized through the reiteration of re-empowerment), can only be exercised through others!’ Or, read another way, how can ‘our’ current dis-empowerment be reversed through our mutual interaction with others?’ Where by ‘our’ we must read, the relative disempowerments experienced both by others and ourselves, and, where there is a resolution of this predicament that can only be realized through ‘mutual processes of re-empowerment’. (442)


On a general level, we note the outline of an existential philosophy that argues that existentialization follows patterns of enacted behavior that promote a pro-relational alignment with the potential for the amplification of an overall valuational formation in accordance with that overall nature and potential of that relationship in question. On a particular level, we note how in certain types of relationships certain rules apply in keeping with the nature of their associated genres as to how the enrichment of valuation can be advanced, So, e.g., in a friendship we would not ask the other party to enter into a contractual arrangement as to how that friendship is to expedited, whereas, on the other hand, if we were renting an apartment to someone who is not a friend we might well expect them to enter into an agreement that respects the rights and obligations of both parties to be observed in the course of that agreement. On a specific level, we adopt and adapt the genre rules pertaining to that particular kind of relationship being entered into in accordance with the overall nature and potential of that specific relationship in question. How do we intuit the harmonization of our mutual objectives in order to realize this advancement of both our personal ambitions and social aspirations? By ‘social aspirations’ is here meant those more immediate interpersonal aspirations to be expressed and realized within the holistic ambit of that relationship in question as it is found embraced through embodiments, embeddednesses and embankments; where such overall embracement is experienced through emplacement within that situation in question and subsequently found displaced and existentially de-dis-displaced; where such emplacement is read through mutual empowerment, mutual dis-empowerment and the existential promotion of a mutual re-empowerment. In effect, finding those patterns of iterative behaviour that promote an overall richness and ongoing enrichment in mutual valuational formation. I.e., through realizing an ongoing harmonization of relational tensions and differences of those immediate relationships to hand that constitute that overall semblance of our emplacement in this world as live with-others, before-others. (443)


How then is such interpersonal harmony to be observed given this necessary basis in a mutually observed dissemination of power as found enacted in such re-empowerment? Given that the facticity of our relationships must emerge in a non-reductive fashion above and beyond their mere relational input it follows that their very existence is already the result of processes of ongoing resolution. Therefore, the existentialization of a relationship must merely involve a refinement of those same processes that observe its current levels of richness. Moreover, a positive enrichment of that richness is overseen when overall valuational formation amplifies that level of valuation through either non-chaotic, linear augmentation and/or chaotic, non-linear enhancement; that amplification is accelerated in its advancement through existentially re-directed enhancement. That existential advancement is promoted through invoking those mechanisms that re-direct such enhancement. In contrast, a non-existentially oriented process of valuation is indicated in a de-enrichment of the overall relational value originally resident in that relationship in question; be that as a potential that could have been realized or as an actual quantum of value that is now being downgraded or degraded through non-mutually oriented patterns of enaction. (444)


Given these fluctuations in observed valuation, as found through forms of existential evaluation, how might the trend for non-existentially oriented or de-existentially oriented processes of valuation be existentially turned around and reversed? Or, how might our relationships be existentially redefined and refined in order to better expedite our projects and programs through both mutually observed and overseen patterns of enrichment? Just how do we enrich our relationships and therein and thereafter enjoy a mutual dissemination of power in and through the realization of our personal ambitions and social aspirations. Or, in other words, how do we existentially harmonize ambitions with aspirations, and v.v? (445)


A process of enaction has pre-condition, conditions and post-conditions. In other words, necessary pre-conditions must be in place before the potentiation and sustained realization of those conditions as an expression of the mix of relationships being collectively embraced. Moreover, we should also realize that the potentiation of all conditions has post-conditional consequences in keeping with the nature of those relationships entered into in and through such a distinctive intentional manner of enaction. Now, as explored elsewhere, consequences take a number of forms, namely, as intended, as mis-intended (through their partial and imperfect realization), as unintended (when a window of opportunity shuts and consequences change direction through redirection and/or re-direction; be that positive, neutral or negative in e/valuation), and, non-intended when extraneous factors beyond our control radically re-write that relational situatedness in question. (446)


To some extent a pre-conditional analysis is an extension of a consequential analysis to the extent that pre-conditions establish conditions of relational expression that then have consequential import. All forms of enaction, be that through action or inaction, or through non-virtual or virtual considerations, ensure a range of consequences will flow; be they directly invoked or indirectly evoked, be they through the consequences that flow from how patterns of enaction are prioritized given the overt or covert privileging and de-privileging expressed through the same. In essence, all enaction has consequences be they positive (in relational augmentation and/or enhancement), neutral (with little overall changes in valuational formation) or negative (with a diminishment in positive valuational formation). An existential environment is one in which positive valuational amplification is prioritized and promoted. In effect, adequately overseeing suitable relational growth! (447)


Besides an appreciation of the trajectory of our relationships and the probable consequences of such trajectories, besides an appreciation of genres and their expectations along with their scoping of enactive behavior, we also have the ability to appreciate the essential and existential nature of our relationships given that through ongoing processes of resolution we can find the essence of such relationships imprinted on the overall body of those relationships. Essence is imprinted through textual deposition as the result of relatively definitive processes of resolution exercised through intentional deliberation realized through redirection and/or re-direction as scoped by the adoption and adaptation of the mix of genres taken up through such deliberations. But, given such essentiality is imprinted on textual deposition, we must ask how is it possible to differentiate the generality of essential imprinting from the printed specifics of textual deposition? Like all solutions in our comprehension of the complexity of chaotic situations we could proffer either simplistic solutions or solutions couched in open-ended qualifications. Simplistically we can say essentiality is reflected through the overall mix of genres invoked. E.g., an act of kindness is usually seen as a ‘kind act’. Or, when we see two people talking we assume they are having a ‘conversation’ through an ongoing form of dialogue rather than merely two people talking at or through each other in non-interactive monologues. In more complex considerations we can inspect the textually relevant depositions in order to discern to what extent the semblance of an indicative existential aspect is present in such imprinting through the presence of characteristic existential indicators, hallmarks, etc. In such considerations, we would also inspect to what degree there is evidence of a rich valuational formation that at the same time is positively finding differential enrichment. In an informative contrast, we can also attempt to ascertain to what extent that process of textual production is integrated in a gestalt manner given that an existential orientation is usually indicated through greater degrees of psychic integration and thus this integrity should also be imprinted on such associated textual formation. Then, in the same vein, we can also observe to what degree certain non-expected, unexpected or expected absences, lacunae, etc., appear to be present through the apparent absence of their non-presence and discern how such negative contributions reshape our ensuing interpretations of that series and/or set/s of textual formation/s in the relational ambit of the situatedness in question. We can also import a variety of hermeneutic techniques to assist us in making such discernments as to determining the relatively existential nature or non-existential nature of such emitted texts. E.g., we could be the unwished for collateral damage of a rather one-sided telephone conversation where we hear the visible party shouting into their mobile demanding that the other persons do certain things. The non-visible party does not seem to be able to get a word in given the torrent of abuse issuing from this noisy party in front of us. Obviously, there is in this moment of time a considerable difference in power relations. If this were a contractual relationship, say a boss ‘instructing’ their employee, a marked differential in power relations would usually be observed. However, the element of abusive language more than likely colours this relationship as non-existential (unless the other party likes to be abused, which on balance, may or may not make a difference in this regard?). Or, if this relationship were non-contractual, say between family, lovers or friends, similar considerations may well apply, i.e., that we have here, more than likely, a relatively self-evident example of a non-existentially related interaction given that an existential relationship should evince respect, care, concern, a lessening of relational inequality, etc. Although this one-sided ‘conversation’ appears spontaneous, true spontaneity in an existential orientation is not egoistically driven, expressed through a string of abusive and hateful invective, etc. All in all, as the tenor of our intentional attitudes is also imprinted upon textual deposition, therefore, we should also be able to read and ascertain, given a reasonable portion or proportion of text along with a suitable array of mechanism for interpretation, to what extent its textual production was emitted under existentially oriented or non-existentially oriented circumstances. Hence our ability to existentially discern what is imprinted from what is printed in textual deposition. Such discernment being appreciated either in real time or outside real time; through either the simulated or resimulated reiteration of the apparent circumstances and motivation imputed as intentionally directing such textual performances. Our recognition of the apparent genres being invoked being of assistance in this regard. Moreover, when we also take into account the apparent situatedness of such emissions we should also be able to discern their apparent existential or non-existential complexion through forms of verified alignment to that extent such discernment is accessible and possible. Of course, it is always possible that a ‘performance’ is being displayed for some other motive or motives just as in watching a play we do not assume the actor playing ‘Julius Caesar’ is actually murdered on the stage. However, a closer scrutiny of relevant modes of apparently invoked genre alignment should either settle or could leave open, for the moment at least, such deeper reconsiderations. For all we know our noisy friend on the mobile may be merely making a scene, for some reason or other, and, there may well be no one on the mis-inferred end of that mobile telephone call to whom they were apparently hurling abuse. It could be that that person is hearing voices and responding to the same and wants to appear as if they were merely having a telephone call; albeit an abusive one, rather than being seen as a psychotic person who was hearing voices, responding and with an evident inability to address obvious issues in anger management. It could well be that this person is well-known to myself and that they know me and, as I pass, I wink as if to say ‘I know what is really happening’ and in return they wink and smile back… (448)


I intimated that this aspect of the essential, that finds itself ‘imprinted’ on the ‘printing’ of textual depositions, although textualized, has its primarily origin in processes of resolution at the center of the intentional-trans-intentional economies, etc. In my explorations of harmonic theory, I have treated ‘resolution’ as the third moment in a dialectical sequence of ‘field consonance’ followed by ‘focalized dissonance’. The modeling of this sequence is a complex linear and circurlar arrangement subjected to various individual forms of suspension within the ambit of an overall transcendental suspension built on a dynamic, emergent balance of all three types of suspension that drive this harmonic economy (which can be seen to archetypally ground the expression of all forms of intentional economy from the representative to the trans-intentional, etc.). In the dialectical sequence of this harmonic progression we can start anywhere, although, more correctly, such correlative moments are extracted and pointed out given this basis in an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. Upon this basis, we could proceed in the following fashion, namely, that from the repeated iteration of similar simulations we find we form a consonant background field against which the introduction of relatively dissonant inputs can then be discerned. A provisional form of resolution can then be engaged when similarities between field and focus are discerned that then let us relatively reintegrate that interactive process between field and focus. As outlined earlier the basis of consonance is a rhetorical iteration based on a dis-conjunctive suspension (of the ‘either/or’), whereas, in dissonant contrast, the differential of focus is arrived at through metaphorical simulations based on the conjunctive suspension of the metaphorical ‘like’ (as ‘both like and not like’). Then, to proceed to the next step in our dialectical progression we engage a suspension through the dynamic balance of both this dis-conjunctive suspension and the conjunctive suspension. A ‘fourth’ hypothetical moment can be argued for when we oversee a dynamic balance of these three ‘prior’ moments when we make this transition, as already noted, between the non-systematic indicative sense of the existential to the delineated or the relatively definitive systematic sense of the existential (and which can be defined therein as equivalent to the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension itself as it finds itself engaged in an ongoing set of suspensions, de-suspensions, re-suspension, re-de-suspension, etc.
). (449)


Just as we can make a distinction between the ‘indicative existential’ in its non-systematic sense and the ‘delineated existential’ in its systematic sense so, too, we can treat the moment of ‘resolution’ as either a third moment of ‘indicative resolution’ or as a fourth moment of ‘delineated resolution’. In essence, the simple expression ‘resolution’ is an amalgam of both aspects and this less technical sense of resolution finds itself essentially imprinted on the body of the relationship in question. E.g., some people have argued that deep space is much like a hologram and that its apparent expression of a certain fractal symmetry is evidence of this essential relationship being entertained in its overall relationship between various elements comprising the interstellar medium.  A similar type of idea can be entertained when we look at the fractal symmetry of a poplar leaf and a poplar tree or the leave of an oak tree or that tree itself. Or, e.g., the way the veins in a leaf continue to subdivide and further subdivide in a similar manner. (450)


I have argued that the very facticity of the relationship, as it emerges as a relational output above and beyond its pre-relational inputs, is the result of such ongoing resolution, and, that existentialization contributes positively to this emergent, non-reductive sense or semblance of the relationship itself per se. Only a short-sighted, non-philosophically constituted point of view or opinion would treat the relationship per se as completely identical with its relatively material basis! Quickly consider the following argument. If bricks are used to build a home then we can safely argue that we enter a house, when it is built, but that we can never enter a brick, therefore, a home can never be merely ‘the mere summation of a certain pile of bricks’ since if it were we could never enter that house (which is just ludicrous given that a home is built to be entered and lived within). (451)


The process of intentional resolution is also indirectly expressed through textual deposition (in parallel trail/s of traces). Hence these two concepts of ‘imprinting’ and ‘printing’ are co-resident in this translation of the non-circulated nature of the overall economy to its circulation as textually expressed in this world as lived. For convenience, let me argue that ‘imprinting’ represents this ongoing, non-circulated fourth moment whilst ‘printing’ is overseen through the circulation of our three prior moments. In terms of reporting, we could argue that the broader, ongoing economy of self-reports, other-reports and relational-reports are collectively expressed through printing, and, the ongoing overall suspension of the same realizes this unique sense of imprinting. Such printing indicating the delineation of a more definitive sense of the economic totality currently in question. (452)


Given this intimate co-configuration of the ‘existential’ and ‘resolution’ and the very being of the ‘relational’ itself let us now ask ourselves how existentially oriented enaction could be engineered within the dialectical confines of this pro-relational economic circuit? (453)


To what extent is the semblance of self as an agent an active instrument or passive expression of this dialectical circuit? Every correlative aspect of this intentional economy has both an active and a passive face. In treating the intentional economy through a textual lens, e.g., we can see that texts are both written and read. By ‘texts’ is meant both ‘classical texts’ like letters and utterances to ‘non-classical texts’ like photos and footprints in the sand, etc; i.e., anything and everything deposited through intentional deliberation either directly or indirectly, non-virtually, say through our embodiment, or, virtually say through some form of mental envisualization, etc. Meta-textual genres are similarly constituted with parallel genres of enaction and interpretation. Likewise, non-textual experiences can be seen as instrumental of re-directed behavior or as lived expressions of relational insight, etc. E.g., in the attentive reading of a well-written novel we may well find a feeling of being in this world of the novel as it is depicted so graphically and able to experience therein the anguish of contested relationships and the palpable relief when suitable forms of relational resolution are entered into. (454)


To better understand the role of the self as both active agent and passive recipient of the intentional interactions of self and others in our relationships let me introduce three concepts of transcendentally re-directed subjectivity, namely, transcendental identification, transcendental reservation and transcendental resignation. Now, as I have so often stressed the word ‘transcendental’ is used in two senses, namely, as the range of transcendental possibility that can be fleshed out in and through textual specificity, or, the transcendental in an actual sense of being correlatively identified with trans-cognitive, trans-intentional, trans-conceptual, trans-perceptual, judgmental, pro-relational, existential, etc. The latter sense is usually intended, i.e., that trans-intentional economy that is ‘transcendental’ to the natural world of the cognitive, the intentional, conceptual and perceptual processes and content, or, i.e., products and their progressive and critical treatment, retreatment, etc., etc. (455)


‘Transcendental identification’ is that awareness that privileges the emergence of the relationship above and beyond its relational basis and our ability to identify, as much as possible, with that relatively superior point of view or perspective (even though we could argue that, correctly, the transcendental has no real sense of a view or a position given that ‘views’ and ‘positions’ are cognitive products realized through the treatment-retreatment of intentional transformations as filtered through trans-intentional processes of judgment). Such identification is effectively insightful leading to both enactive behavior and a more aligned sense of the world at large. (456)


In ‘transcendental reservation’, through the insight of transcendental identification, we are given ‘permission’ to act on the behalf of that relationship in order to better oversee the existential enrichment of both that relationship and its participants. Questions of conventional morality, etc., are transcended in the execution of such existentially insight enaction (be that insight exercised through action and/or inaction or non-action). E.g., a teacher is usually in a better position of knowing how to instruct their charge just as parents, hopefully, are capable of rearing their family. (457)


In ‘transcendental resignation’ a suitable form of ‘relational reservation’ is enacted on the grounds that that relationship is either able to better look after itself given its actual and potential richness in valuational formation, without the need for transcendental reservation, or, is best left on the grounds that it is not able to look after itself given its lack of actual and potential richness in valuational formation to support viable pathways in existential enrichment. On fertile ground investments are amplified, whereas, on stony ground the vines and pastures wither.  (458)


With these concepts of transcendental identification, etc., we are now in a position to understand the wider ramifications of this concept of existential re-construction (as we will relate it to the neo-liberal political-economic landscape). (459)


It could be said that we serve an array of masters and mistresses and, usually, never one and only one ruler of our destiny.
 The myth that we can only serve one master or mistress is a misnomer that should be put to rest. Indeed, we find genres of behavior already in place to assist us in negotiating such intersecting and overlapping claims upon our service and our lace within the complexity of such political enmeshment. (460)


The drivers of such enmeshment are ideological and are found to pertain to the intersection and overlapping of major discourses that regulate the expected currency of our ‘conversations’ in that competitive domain. ‘Regulations’ being extended through the genres provided for their expected uptake and the co-occurring restrictions placed upon their range within which such exercise is ruled as orthodox or valid or suitable; be that through expected propriety of identity, appropriateness in functionality, and/or, appositeness in terms of value formation, etc.
 (461)


Whether we are aware of this or not, ideology drives the expressed political-economics of that domain be that through the exercise of a monarchy, aristocracy, the rule of a propertied class, oligarchs, wealthy families, dictators, democratic institutions, economic imperatives interpreted by our democratic representatives, etc., etc. Thence our consideration of the power relations observed in a neo-liberally driven political-economy in terms of such ideological drivers. When such drivers are expressed through a dominate major discourse they set the default for ‘normal’ thinking on their related issues of expertise. Such defaults are all too often overlooked and neither critically treated nor duly rectified through forms of consequential analysis. Indeed, problematic issues usually provoke a series of responses along the same traditional lines in response that may well be causing the problems in question in the first place. Or, if not causing problems in one domain transferring them to some other. E.g., it has been said that the relentless imposition of neo-liberal policies that promote the ongoing formation of mis-equity, namely past inequity, current dis-equity and future non-equity, are distorting our democratic life-worlds and promoting non-democratically oriented forms of populism and demagoguery, etc. (462)


Thence the import of this concept of existential re-construction as ‘a process to both reverse and replace those adverse policy settings that are destabilizing the functions of the political-economy’. (463)


Given we are dealing with the existential re-construction of the political-economy just what aspects of the same would need to be taken into account? Policies; politics, etc; people; perspectives that are receptive of being evidenced based; proposals, procedures, promises that are all evidence based; and, a philosophical appreciation of the former and its proposing propositions that critically portend their positively re-enriched re-direction… (464)


As argued elsewhere, policies are the central instruments or drivers of the political-economy. In the discipline of political-economics such devices need to be recognized and insightfully exercised in the light of the central objective/s of such a discipline as disseminated through its discourses; be they official or unofficial in their emission. (465)


Then political, economic, and stylistic issues need to be addressed. Politics should be the politics of the possible, or, the making possible what should be actualized. If the population of a country is poor and poorly fed then it behooves its politicians to rectify these basic needs and oversee their expedition. Policies, are politically thematized but economically implemented. How things are implemented is a matter for stylistic treatment through traditional modes of redirection and/or non-traditional modes of re-direction. As notes, these three divisions in turn can each be subdivided into three subheadings of politicians, civil servants, and overseers; economists, executives and accountants; and, critics, managers, and officers (of compliance). (466)


Under the heading of ‘people’ we need to humanize our processes of existential re-direction by making ‘people’, individually and collectively, the center of such informed re-direction. We can do this by noting the range of personal ambitions and social aspirations and how mechanisms need to be in place for such navigation (of the world at large) and negotiation (with others). In essence, observing possible harmonic modes of resolution that richly amplify positive valuational formation. (467)


We need to work through a relatively non-ideological sense of community that is also evidence based in the execution of its policies in both their setting and re-setting. The former requirement is met by noting the ideolog being used to frame and address issues needing policy thematization or re-thematization. Such issues are best redressed through invoking and adequate, ongoing, overall transcendental suspension through a suspension of the ideology or ideologies that first defined such issues. As for evidence based policy formation, we need to observe, to a sufficient degree, all relevant forms of alignment that existentially re-connect us to this world as lived. As a provisional definition of evidenced based (policy settings, etc.) let us note that it is brought into effect through an overall alignment between all relevant fields beginning with historical pre-conditions, current conditions and future post-conditions; the political, economic and critical stylistic dimensions; existential generality, hermeneutic particularity and phenomenological specificity, etc., along with alignments between personal ambitions and social aspirations, individuals and communities, etc., etc. In this relatively non-ideological space alignments are sought in policy implementation where consistent, coherent and existentially valid proposals as procedures are executed and appreciated in terms of ‘promises’ to address and redress the issues in question, namely, the enrichment of valuational formation as sought through the suitable arbitration of all relevant political imperatives along with the suitable resolution of those obstacles, etc., that impede the successful implementation, and refinement, of such policies. (468)


A corrective can be arranged through a critical philosophical appreciation in a format that differentially observes to what extent policies performed as ‘promises’. Ideally, in a specialized technical sense, this would be exercised with phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential inputs subjected to an adequate, ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. In a non-technical sense, similar results can be achieved through observing some form of humane, consequential analysis, etc. However, the latter approach should always be presented as well given that a ‘people’ approach is necessary in order to ‘humanize our understanding of the consequences of such policies’.
 (469)


Let me now re-outline what is meant by this expression the existential re-construction of the political-economy (by taking a less philosophical and more practical route in its explication). This will be conducted in a political manifesto, read through a lens that looks at pre-conditions, conditions and post-conditions; under four headings with twelve subheadings as follows: Circumscription(al restrictions on influence) with Personal (donations), Organizational (Funding) and Governmental (Finance);  Inscription (through reasonable textual representation) with (the promotion of) Transparency, (personal) Accountability and (communal) Responsibility; Proscription (through restraint reversal, replacement and rectification of mis-equity) in regards to (past) Inequity, (present) Dis-Equity and (future) Non-Equity; and, Prescription (through the adequate application of suitable principles to oversee the existential re-construction of the political-economy) through (suitably enacted and properly conducted) Exploration, (appropriate) Consolidation, and (apposite) Innovation conducted in an environment that oversees the human dimension of policy setting and re-setting with a suitable degree of existential care and concern. Where by ‘existential’ is meant in both its indicative and delineated senses as well as referencing its equivalence to the trans-intentional, transcendental, etc. (470)


My political recipe for the existential re-construction of the political-economy is a manifesto under four headings, each with three subheadings. In the next section of this extended essay let me outline and examine what is entailed in this blueprint for positive change; i.e., nothing less than a positive existential re-construction of the political-economy and, by implication, a restoration and re-invigoration of a democratic life-world (on all social levels of inter-subjective interaction).  (471)


To conclude this section let me summarize and further explore some of its main themes. (472)


‘Existential re-construction’ applies in the pursuit of existentially oriented relationships but here is meant to apply, primarily, to a re-directing of the political-economy. As the central mechanism for re-direction in the political-economy is policies then we need to focus on their formation through political thematization, economic implementation and critical stylistic appreciation. This binary concept, of ‘existential re-construction’, could be cashed out along the following lines – ‘the positive, amplification of existentially oriented valuational formation through chaotically oriented re-direction achieved through incremental, insightfully directed processes of redirection’. By ‘positive’ is meant a ‘comparatively greater output of advantageous, non-advantageous valuational formation over that psychically invested as input’. By ‘amplification is meant comparatively greater output over input through non-chaotically oriented orchestrated redirection and chaotically oriented enhanced re-direction’. The latter having the potential for comparatively greater realization of valuational formation. By ‘existentially’ is meant a ‘pro-relational perspective that “observes” the existential differential between the material basis of a relationship, be that non-subjective and/or subjective, and the emergent difference in terms of its overall valuational formation.
 Existentialization is of the relatively-non-existential, and, de-existentailization is of the relative existential. ‘Existentialization’ is a ‘process that oversees the ongoing amplification of a e/valuation’. ‘Valuational formation’ establishes the ‘current richness and ongoing enrichment of (phenomenal-phenomenologically, textually specific) identity formation, (hermeneutic, meta-textual, particularity of) functionality (in genre informed behavior), and, (existential, non-textual generality in) value formation (as falls within an ordered analysis
)’. Chaotically oriented re-direction is arrived at through incremental processes of iterative redirection till that suitably desired point of bifurcation reached that induces a positive existential excess and surplus in existential valuational formation in keeping with the nature of that relationship in question. Given that chaotically arrived points of bifurcation can be productive of neutral or negative valuation as well as positive valuation hence the need for such re-direction to be insightfully driven. Such ‘insight’ is arrived at through an ‘intuitive appreciation of that relationship’, and through such pro-relational insight, hopefully, we suitably observe its differential productivity in that same perspective. (473)

Looked at more simply, ‘existential re-construction’ is ‘the enrichment of value/valuation in a relationship when we privilege the relationship (given it is greater than the mere sum of its parts)’. By such ‘privilege’ is meant giving the relationship a suitable degree of precedence in matters of judgment that affect the trajectory of that relationship. I.e., exercising entuned forms of intervention that enrich its current level of valuational richness through observing a pro-relational stance that informs such judgment. (474)


I have previously argued that in attempting to replace a major discourse, say, the currently adverse preference for neo-liberally oriented practice, that it  can be either done by deconstructing that dominant discourse and ensuring its replacement with a more positive, less adverse form of ideological dominance, or, better, to oversee its existential re-construction where through insightful re-direction we can reconstruct the relatively non-existential in one step or stage, namely, through this existentially oriented process of re-construction. (475) 


Existential(ly oriented) engagement is also realized through re-engagement in which we find an economy of (phenomenal-phenomenological
) engagement, (hermeneutical) reengagement and (non-systematic existential) re-engagement. I have argued that each of these dialectical moments is a type of suspension and that we have an overall suspension when we maintain an ongoing, dynamic balance of all three (along with the suspension of the same, etc., etc.). Moreover, this economy realizes the semblance of resolution that drives that relationship, indeed, is its very being for-us in this world as lived. In the course of this section I set out to demonstrate this overall transcendental suspension by looking at how a dynamic balance of self-reports, other-reports and relational-reports is one way this overall suspension can be viewed. Let me briefly recapitulate this argument or demonstration of this state of affairs at the very center of judgment. (476)


Self-reports should be non-problematic. We could call it an internal monologue that notes the configurations of our intentions as we contemplate our intentional world (as an intentional economy. Much more philosophical problematization is presented in unsophisticated debates about the so-called philosophical problem of ‘other minds’, etc. We can deconstruct such problematization by noting that the very ideas we have are enacted within parallelisms that exist within intersubjective genres dealing with both active behaviors and passive interpretations. The very manner of our intentional thinking is not possible without this intersubjective dimension embedded in such (meta-textual) genres that inform us as to how we form these intentions that fall with their particular ambit. With this understood, we can now make a transition to the simulation of other-reports by shifting the center of our transcendental subjectivity to coincide with that of another person or group of persons, etc. I then needed to note how we can go from self-reports and other-reports to relational reports that ‘report’ from the perspectives of the relationships in question. I was able to argue for this transition or transformation in perspective by claiming that running both self-reports and other-reports simultaneously, in a dynamic state of balance, gave us entry to relational reports. Moreover, we could also operate in reverse and claim that self-reports and other-reports could be extracted from relational-reports given that all parties had to be co-present; given their economic correlative defining of each other. Moreover, economic productivity was the result of an ongoing process of harmonic resolution engaged through such a tripartite dialectical structure. Indeed, the very simulated fabric of the relationship in question arose through this dialectical economy centered on such ongoing resolution. (477)


That, from a trans-intentional perspective we can identify, in a transcendental equation, existential (in its systematic or delineated sense) with the trans-cognitive, trans-conceptual, trans-perceptual, judgmental, the very relationship itself in question (through such ongoing resolution and the ensuing non-reductive emergence of that relationship (as simulated for us through such ‘economic’ means). (478)


That, in effect, relationships can only be simulated for us, for-us, by virtue of the fact that this ongoing process of harmonization is maintained by such ‘economic’ means. That the simulate experience of all relationships walks a dialectical tightrope between too much or too little consonance, too much or too little dissonance, and, too much or too little resolution.
 Wander outside these restraints and all relationships would fall apart. That such central correlativity means we are equally co-resident in a world of self-reports, other-reports and relational-reports, and the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension that arises through the dynamic balance of the same along with the suspension of that suspension, etc., etc. (479)


The existential dimension was also paralleled to an understanding of the world arrived at through alignment. If one were to eat a dream apple in a dream thinking that it will appease your physiological pangs of hungers you will wake feeling just as hungry… and, over time, feeling even more hungry as time proceeds. I argued that such alignment is arrived at through re-alignment (just as existential engagement is [re-]arrived at through re-engagement). Moreover, re-alignment was advanced either through a confirmation of such alignment as re-aligned or through processes of error correction realized through re-de-mis-alignment where non-aligned errors become progressively removed. In such an environment, despite it progressively experienced simulated ‘indubitableness’, correctly, all such verified ascriptions should be treated as relatively provisional… and that there was no need to do the impossible and claim any form of absolute indubitableness given that such a claim was both impossible to prove and not necessary to insist on in pursuing the course of our individual or collective passage through this world as lived (given, eventually, that we usually find our way even if at time we are uncertain as to which way we should turn, etc.). (480)


I argued, albeit briefly, that alignment needs to be between pre-conditions, conditions and post conditions; between the political, economic and stylist spheres, between generality, particularity and specificity of our distinctions, etc., and, between a necessary process of navigation and negotiation as we arbitrate between personal ambitions and social aspirations, along with a multitude of political imperative whose ongoing resolutions will shape the contours of our various responses, etc., be they existentially oriented and/or non-existentially oriented, etc. (481)


Professional alignment within the political-economy was also argued for along the lines that each of the three subdiscipline of the discipline of political-economics could also be divided along theoretical, practical and critical lines giving us nine sets of specialists as follows:

Political-Economy

Politics

Economics
         Stylistics
Theoretical Specialists:
Politicians

Economists
         Critics

Practical Specialist:

Civil Servants

Executives
         Managers

Critical Specialists:
Overseers

Accountants 
         Officers
 (482)


Now, in this scheme, on a horizontal axis, I argued for both professional association and cooperation, but, on a vertical axis, I argued that such specialists should observe both a professional separation (or segregation) and association. That politicians and economist, e.g., could freely mingle, communicate and cooperative should they wish, but, in contrast, politicians and civil servants should not over-fraternize, just, as those oversees of the political process, in their capacity as overseers (say, of potential corruption, misspent monies, budgetary errors, and the like) also need to keep their professional distance from both politicians and civil servants, etc. That, interestingly, in essence, that alignment on some occasions, too, should not be over-engaged in a manner that deconstructs professional behavior and social expectations, etc., on borders on corruption or political-economic ineptness, etc. Furthermore, demand for the necessary degree and manner of alignment, in an evidenced based manner, should also put to rest ideological distortions of this world as we need to find it in order to live within its embrace. That in the same vein, we should deem instances and claims of fake news to the same close treatment that we should afford the ongoing refinement of evidence based policy settings and their attendant ‘promises’ to suitably resolve political-economic issues. We should call a spade a ‘spade’ and in this relative rectification of names, observe both the aligned nature of things and the limitations attendant upon such distinctions.
 In this same light of serious scrutiny we need to exposing fake histories, fake narratives, fake claims… and by such means de-inflate the import of such deceptive Orwellian nonsense… usually disseminated with ulterior purposes in mind in order to engineer an agenda that rarely favours the members of the audience who are being taken in by such a subterfuge…. (483)


Existential re-construction is observed through re-engagement where modes of reporting are balanced and suspended. From the midst of such (overall transcendental) suspensions I would argue that processes of rectification ensue that are capable of restoring more suitable forms of alignment. Through such resolution, evidence based policies can be refined in the course of their political thematization, economic implementation and critical stylistic appreciation. To this end I will now explore the following political manifesto, as previously introduced, as a document that attempts to address and redress the adversity that has ensued from a rampant neo-liberalism. I have identified this form of ideological distortion of our democratic life-worlds as one of the main elements behind much of our current political, economic and cultural forms of malcontentment. This manifesto, as a map, seeks to both identify and rectify the nature of this malaise. At the end of the day, its merit as a guide deserves to be tested and implemented when found to merit such favour… (484)

Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy

Through Engaging its Malcontents

And Promoting its Progressive Proponents
8.    Provisional Conclusions, Observations, Comments and Manifesto
To ‘conclude’ this extended essay I would like to explore a political manifesto as a provisional position for deconstructing the discursive foundations of this major political-economic discourse of neo-liberalism et al,
 and, therein and thereafter, set an existential course
 that would reverse, hopefully, its political destabilization of our various democratic life-worlds.
 (485)


First, let me frame this position, as indicated above, before I re-introduce and explore in detail this political manifesto.
 (486)


First, let me provisionally explore the apparent trans-discursive
 constitution of this (super-)discipline of political-economics. Second, unpack the ramifications of this trans-discursive understanding. Third, in general terms, explore some of the mechanisms by which neo-liberalism et al is undermining the democratic aspirations of the political-economy. Fourth, outline the general nature of populism as a political reaction to increasing forms of mis-equity. Fifth, re-introduce the reasons why this provisional manifesto needs to be introduced in order to urgently promote the existential reconstruction and ongoing rectification of the political-economy. (487)


A ‘discipline’ is the ‘intersubjective intersection a distinctive set of discourses that are written and read within those distinctive terms of reference’. These distinctive terms of reference establish the disciplinary ‘differential’ by which those associated discourses are seen as different from other types of discipline. Indeed, those distinctive terms of reference establish what we could call the central condition or central difference that allows us to determine whether a certain discourse belongs to that discipline in question or not. This central difference or disciplinary differential can be determined by understanding the general nature that that type of discipline has in its discursive vision of the world minus all other forms of world-vision be they disciplined or otherwise. So, e.g., a ‘theological difference’ is ‘some idea of the Divine or numinous’. E.g., a ‘philosophical difference’ is a ‘vision of truth’, however unfashionable that might be, but, as a ‘semblance of truthfulness through forms of verified alignment; with a value situated and realized between the impossible truth conditions of sheer absolute absolute truth or merely relative relative truth’.
 E.g., ‘political difference’, when situated in a democratic life-world, could be formulated along the lines of ‘that intersubjective organization that oversees the successful mediation between private ambitions and social aspirations that collectively ensure the survival of those functioning political structures in question vis-à-vis all other political structures’.
 E.g., economic difference’ as a ‘business differential’ that sees the ‘creation, preservation, conservation and meta-conservation of economic value (associated with a certain commercial structure or set of structures)’.
 Looking at any discipline in a similar light by asking the same type of question, effectively, asking of a disciplinarian “what is the raison d’être of your discipline?” (488)


The next question we can ask is to enquire “what is the value of this differential value?” Hence its designation as a meta-differential. E.g., in a theological discipline we would be asking what value does this theological difference, central condition, of the imputation of the Divine or numinous, have in the functioning of that theological discipline in question? E.g., in a certain philosophy we could ask what value does their philosophical vision of truth have? E.g., in a political setting we could ask as to what value do the political priorities focused on in that political setting have, or something to that effect? In a business world, we could ask a similar question as to the priorities being focused on by a certain business company or the national economy, etc., and enquire after the consequential ramifications of entertaining the value of such valuational formation, etc? (489)


The next question we ask, in determining our third differential, namely, a non-differential, is to seek those means as to ‘how’ we can engage and connect ‘where’ we actually are to the ‘why’ of where we wish to go in aspirational terms of reference? In effect, seeking to connect the ‘where’ of our first differential to the ‘why’ of our second differential through those means of the ‘how’ entailed in our third differential. Moreover, in connecting the first and second differentials we look at the non-differences between the same and hence this appellation of the non-differential. These common links are found in forms of alignment, and, forms of alignment that are preferably verified. What is aligned? Correlations with correlations, as entailed in our first differential; correlations with transformations as entailed in the relationship between the first and third differentials; correlations with accommodations in the relationship between our first and second differentials; accommodations with transformations in the relationship between our second and third differentials; and, between accommodations, and, between transformations. Or, given the correlative nature of our differentials in a differential economy, in overall terms, we can envisage a mix of alignments within and between correlations, transformations and accommodations; i.e., within and between these respective aspects of the phenomenal-phenomenological, (non-systematic, indicative sense of the) existential and the hermeneutical inputs that contribute to the emergence of this economy and its productive simulations of a (systematic, delineated) overall sense of the existential.
 (490)


As just noted, our third differential is a non-differential to the extent that it attempts to link our first two differentials by noting their relative non-differences; i.e., what links ‘where’ we are in the world, in the world-view of that discipline, to where we wish to head, as to ‘why’ we wish to heard there in the aspirational terms of reference as defined by that same discipline. In effect, asking ‘how’ we can arrive at the central condition as if it were some form of a promise whose fulfillment gives ‘flesh’ to our aspirations so to speak. So, e.g., in the theological discipline we have the imputation of this sense or semblance of the Divine which, as a goal that is aspired to, implies that our relationship with this sense or semblance of the Divine cannot be absolutely different even if relatively different. So, a theologian could claim a difference between the Divine and the religious aspirant, but, cannot claim an absolutely radical sense of difference, or separation, lest they render their entire discipline as pointless, ineffective, otiose, mere speculation, nothing more than a diversion and a waste of our time, etc. So, the disciplinarian, therefore, urgently needs to find ways to cross this gap between their first and second differentials. So, e.g., the philosopher, therefore, must find a way or a set of ways to recover truth and its truthfulness! So, e.g., the politician, therefore, must find a way to ensure this happy balance between the realization of our private ambitions and our public aspirations! So, e.g., the business person must find a way or a set of ways to create, preserve, conserve and meta-conserve commercial value, etc., etc! (491)


Given this archetypal economy in a discipline, constituted by these three differentials, how do we apply this insight to our understanding of the political-economy? (492)


As a provisional reply, I would propose that ‘the essential and central raison d’être of the political economy is to supply and sustain a viable and integrated basis for the flourishing of culture, even though culture, in all its forms, is not primarily political-economic in nature’. In this light, how might we formulate our three differentials in this super discipline of the political-economic? (493)


Our first differential, therefore, is this central condition of supplying and sustaining an integrated and viable basis for cultural life, etc. (494)


Our second differential, as a meta-differential, asks “why?” I.e., what is the value of the value of the first differential? This question is resolved through the expectation that an answer is assumed to be self-evident, namely, this richness and enrichment of cultural life, in all its forms, is seen as just a goal that is understood as being inevitably and inescapably desired. (495)


Our third differential asks how our first two differentials are to be connected? I.e., how, by what means, can we go from where we are to where we aspire, namely, this cultural enrichment of valuational formation? (496)


Our three differentials collectively, form an economy, namely, the political-economy. We have this central basis in this current richness of cultural valuation, we have this aspiration for its progressive cultural enrichment, and, the practical means for the ongoing discharge of this mission are, obviously, politically-economic. Now, it should not take too much thought to realize that we need a productive balance between these two spheres, as sub-disciplines, between the political and the economic. Too much politics and nothing get done versus too little politics and nothing is planned, or, too much economics and cultural life is excessively contractualized versus too little economic activity and there is not a surplus to support either the reasonable richness of a cultural world or its further enrichment! Here, in this concise set of restraints, through forms of imbalance between the political and the economic, we can see the precise outline of a critique of neo-liberalism. That distorted imbalances in the relationship between the political and the economic, in the coursing of the political-economy, can only diminish its ability to proffer an integrated and viable basis for both continuing cultural richness and its progressive enrichment. (497)

We can also approach and ground this first differential, this ‘essential and central raison d’être of the political economy’, by noting how neither a political discipline nor an economic (or commercial) discipline can reasonably assist us in this mission of delivering a continuing richness and progressive enrichment in cultural valuation by noting how neither discipline, by themselves, could expedite that type of mission. As I have stated elsewhere, government is not a business, it is not nor should be in the business of making a profit per se! Equally, business is not nor should be in the business of governing a country! However, at the same time, it is also obvious that political proposals need to be economically implemented, through the auspices of the economy, in order to be suitably enacted. Equally obvious, an economy cannot prosper if political instability, for whatever reason, advertently and/or inadvertently causes serious economic disruption. The discipline of the political-economy addresses this dialectical interaction between the political world and the economic world. In this discipline of the political-economic, therefore, what aspects of this discipline ensure that this dialectical observance is in play, is in a state of dynamic balance as well as ensuring that a political sphere and an economic sphere maintain a professional degree of separation or segregation or isolation or a suitable degree of disciplined distance in their interactions? This critical dimension is supplied by the sub-discipline of stylistics; i.e., re-directionists (political-economic critics), re-directors (mangers), re-correctionists (as compliance officers, etc.) and, as well, by the critical concerns of overseers (in charge of politically instigated independent committees to oversee political processes; budgets; the formation, cost and expedition of policies, etc.) and accountants (who record, monitor and track business expenditures, etc.). (498)

In the democratically oriented political-economy this critical dimension, under normal circumstances, is also provided by voters. However, through increasing inequality through mis-equality (i.e., historical inequality within and between generations; dis-equality in a loss of reasonable working conditions; and, non-equality in the possibility or actuality of less work and/or pay or no work and/or no adequate financial support) this mode of political re-direction can prove disruptive through its preference for populist politicians promising what cannot be delivered but delivering disruption, and, a decline for established political parties and their usual, reasonable modes of forming coalitions, consensus and sensible decisions when not able to fully function in their own right (although upper houses and political factions within a party can often also proffer this form of balance in order to correct extremist and unfair policy proposals, etc.). (499)

Now, let me further unpack some of the ramifications of this trans-discursive understanding. An economy can be viewed through a tripartite lens.
 Extending the modeling of the intentional economy we could propose the political sphere as being theoretical and phenomenal-phenomenological in orientation (and based on textual correlations), the economical dimension as being practical (and based on meta-textual accommodations of genres, etc.), and, the critical sphere of the stylistic as existential (indicative) in orientation (and based on non-textual processes of transformation). Finding alignment between these three spheres we have the instrument of policies as thematized, implemented and critically appreciated in processes of policy formation. In this regard, therefore, we could call policies ‘instruments (or factors) of alignment’. Let me further explore this idea of ‘instrument’ in an archetypal disciplinary sense. (500)


By a sort of reverse engineering we could argue that all disciplines necessitate such instruments of alignment.
 So, we have ‘policies’ for the political-economist, and, if were to archetypally explore the discipline of the historian, e.g., we would probably find a parallel equivalent in that discipline of ‘facts’, etc. Now, I am going to argue from this tentative exploration of the disciplined work of the historian that such ‘facts’, as ‘instruments’ of alignment, between these three differentials (representing theoretical, critical and practical dimensions of that relevant type of discourse), cannot be read in a vacuum and so we must also propose ‘frames of alignment’ as well in which the relevant instruments are specified and understood. That, in this regard they act, in parallel, as both genres of disciplined behavior and as third differentials, i.e., non-differentials. In such a discipline, as the historical, such frames are effectively ‘narratives’. As we have paralleled two of our differentials, and, our economies need at least a third party, then let me propose that we can also invoke ‘transformational points of intersection’ as ‘transformational points of re-direction’ between the former (and that they also parallel my reading of the overall transcendental suspension
). That we can also invoke, in parallel, the distinction between a relatively non-systematic sense of the existential as an indicative existential versus a relatively systematic sense of the existential as a delineated existential. I.e., that the intersection of instruments of alignment with frames of alignment then gives us transformational points of re-direction, that, collectively, then give us a transformational economy in keeping with the nature of the discipline in question. In an historical context, we could say that facts are read in narratives and that on such occasions those narrative will call such ‘facts’ into question, and, at other times, those facts may call those narratives, as narrated interpretations, also into question. That a successfully destabilized enquestioning will transform those passive points of intersection into active points of re-directed transformation that will then, in turn, transform either those imputed facts and/or imputed narratives. How might these insights in such modeling apply to policies in a political-economy? (501)


As noted, we could address ‘policies’ as ‘instruments of alignment’. Read in their associated ‘narrated frames of reference’ we would need to note their relevant ‘narrated policy frames of alignment’. Then, in this intersection of theoretical and practical, critical points of transformation may well inspire us to re-design either such ‘policy instruments’ and/or their ‘narrated frames’. Such policy points of re-direction, in being suitably observed, re-framing that process of policy formulation through theoretical, politically oriented policy processes of re-thematization, practical, economically oriented policy re-implementation and critical, stylistically oriented policy re-appreciation. That, in effect, this treatment of instruments, etc., allows us to more closely observe the dynamic-mechanics of disciplinary economies by moving us closer to the specification of the components that could be envisaged as invoking forms of harmonic interaction, in a simple gestalt field or a complex set of gestalt fields, within those same disciplines. I.e., that instruments mirror dissonant factors, frames mirror consonant background fields, and, points mirror transformational processes of harmonic resolution. That, as well, such devices as these instruments, etc., could also let us migrate from one discipline to another (just as we need to wander from one sub-discipline to another sub-discipline in this super-discipline of political-economics). That, moreover, such devices and mechanisms, and their invariant isomorphic symmetries, etc., will also allow us to explore the relationships between professionally isolated or segregated fields of endeavor. Hence, on a technical level at least, of working out how politicians can professionally interact with civil servants, etc., etc. (as briefly alluded to in the previous section of this extended essay). (502)


With this appreciation to such closer detail as instruments of alignment, etc., we are now in a better position to appreciate the de-stabalizing of the political-economy and the political spheres through the relentless imposition of neo-liberal oriented policy instruments, neo-liberal oriented frames of reference with the inevitable ensuing of neo-liberal oriented points of re-direction. Unfortunately, disciplined processes of transformation in any discipline can be a very mixed bag of positive, negative and neutral consequences with ramifications that can travel well beyond those limited terms of reference. As noted the raison d’être for the discipline of the political-economy is for a well-established and well-functioning political-economy is for it to act as an integrated and viable basis for the sustainment and enrichment of our cultural life as we life with-others, before-others in this world as lived. Therefore, towards the vital end or objective of a rectification of processes of political-economic distortion and a consolidation of this basis for the emergence of a richly sustained and progressively enriched cultural world let me now explore this political-economic manifesto as a format for approaching this most important topic. (503)


This provisional working document has four headings and each heading has three subheadings. The first heading is pre-conditional (and notes what needs to be done primarily in apolitical sphere). The second heading is conditional and positive (in so far as practically outlining what needs to be done). The third heading is conditional and proscriptive (in so far as what needs to be practically reversed and undone). The fourth heading is post-conditional in the sense of what needs to be critically appreciated (i.e., that which needs to be thought through, suitably planned and expedited in a positive transformation of the political-economy). As I have indicated, this process for the restoration of the political-economy, goes under the prescriptive-description of its ‘existential-re-construction’. (504)

In ‘striking out’ we strike a line through neo-liberally oriented policy settings and replace them with a new, humane sense of re-direction that is existentially-oriented, community oriented, and better able to act as a viable and integrated basis for the flourishing of all positive forms of sustained cultural richness and their progressive cultural enrichment! (505)


Why should such reform/s be urgently considered?! (506)


Recent concerns re increasing levels of world inequality
 (in developed and developing economies) by such economists and philosophers as Thomas Piketti and John Gray et al have alerted us to the fact that too much inequality is not only bad for economies but also for their associated political systems. Indeed, we are currently witness to the social and political unrest of Brexit, the disruptive populism of President Trump along with a plethora of populist politicians with their exclusive solutions to social ills that either further the neo-liberal mindset and/or promote political-economic forms of disruption that either way can only guarantee a very bumpy ride for many of our democracies in particular. The ongoing consequences of civil wars and famines can only further exacerbate such disruptive prospects. Without a reversal of mis-equity and its replacement with humane policy re-directions such disruptions, as warned, can only intensify further complicating a tenuous state of imbalance! Added to this mix of global instability is Global Warming… and we have a recipe for the disruption of a civilized world as a stable basis for a sustained richness and progressive enrichment of our cultural lives… in all their diversity and integrity, in all their unity and uniqueness of communal expression! Towards this end of promoting a reversal of neo-liberally oriented policy settings and replacing them with more humane, existentially oriented proposals let me propose the following document as a starting position in this urgently needed debate… (507)


This document is a plan of action that wishes to organize a striking out of neo-liberally oriented policy settings, a reversal of their accumulation of their collective adverse consequences through processes of existential-reconstruction that re-direct us towards more positive territory for the promotion of a sustained cultural richness and its progressive enrichment. The expression ‘striking out’, therefore, alludes to these two directions of, first, erasure through reversal and, second, venturing forward through fruitful choices in re-direction. In effect, a canceling of certain adverse negative aspects exercised through habitual, thoughtless reiteration and their simultaneous replacement with a productive, positive sense of insightful re-iteration. (508)


To address and redress this neo-liberal mindset we need to insightfully recognize the reiterative behaviour of this philosophy and how, increment by increment, the political-economic landscape is being moved ever closer to forms of chaotic re-direction that, on balance, will be vastly more negative than positive in valuational formation; i.e., less able to sustain and support the flourishing of a cultural life-world. Just as we have global warming, the result of a relentless environmental mistreatment of our limited, planetary ‘home’, this world as lived, we have the parallel phenomenon of a heating up of our political-economy through the accumulative non-chaotic and chaotic consequences of the relentless imposition of neo-liberal policy settings. Just as global warming will exaggerate natural phenomena like heatwaves and rising sea-levels, floods and storms, coral bleaching and mangrove die-backs, etc., etc., in a similar fashion, disruptions of the political-economy will have overlapping ramifications from populism to demagoguery, people unable to retire to people not able to find reasonable work, political instability to inevitable revolutions in some disruptive form or other… if these roots causes of malcontentment, etc., are not properly resolved. (509)


It behooves us, therefore, as concerned citizens to show the care needed by remonstrating with our politicians that neo-liberal ideological positions, in the long term, if not sooner, will advance neither the welfare of the citizen not the relatively traditional politicians themselves given this ever more fertile ground for the creation of those disruptions that divide, diminish and disempower many demographic classes, eviscerate traditional parties, create a plethora of minor parties, give endless oxygen to populists, disrupt the democratic process by ceasing to respond to the needs of the citizenry through an endless appeasement of the commercial world and their powerful lobbies seeking more the advancement and obscene enrichment of their own constituents! (510)


How do we recognize this phenomenon of a neo-liberal ideological mindset given its now entrenched position of dominance as the major political discourse for the political-economist et al? We have a number of approaches that can help us in this task of creating and refining this insightful recognition in this regard. We could take a philosophical direction and explore the import of what concerned politicians, economists and stylists have to say on this type of topic. Then, we can form our own opinions and test them further by attempting to think through the consequences of a raft of policy settings, both individually or collectively, that although may be pronounced as beneficial or benign and being delivered for the greater good may well be designed, wittingly and/or unwittingly to advance merely the interests of the wealthy and the financially powerful. Or, we can carefully do our history and see how this neo-liberal ideology came into being and how it has morphed over time. Or, we can listen to key current proponents of this type of policy platform and then think through how their relentless resettings of the political-economy are going to effect different demographics and whether the consequences of such transformations will either strengthen or de-stabilize the political-economy along with a concurrent promotion or demotion of the role of cultural richness an enrichment in our would as lived with-others, before-others? Another method is to read political-economic statements through a lens that notes the neo-liberal import of certain key neo-liberal terms and then asking ourselves as to what they might really mean in light of a variety of critiques on these topics of neo-liberalism, populism, good governance, diversity, democratic reforms, the ongoing empowerment and enfranchisement of minor life-worlds, the integration of communities and nations, the advancement of cultural integrity, the existential nature of human relationships, etc., etc? To this end let me proffer the following provisional list of such terms and expressions that we should regard with serious suspicion given that neo-liberal ideologues have reframed and redefined such language to more promote their own ideological ends. E.g. small government; reduced civil service; downsizing, redundancy, realignment, etc; privatization; globalization; trickle down economics and minimizing tax proposals for business; winners and losers, lifters and leaners, and similar forms of social misrepresentation; presentations that claim to be ‘fair’ (when the financial impact of such proposals can be seen to be comparatively and selectively unfair on certain demographics); imbalances in the way remuneration is exercised; imbalances between the political and economic spheres with a favouring of the latter; privileges afforded the very wealthy (often presented as reforms); the very use/misuse of the word ‘reform’; mistreatment of the words ‘free’ or ‘freedom’; excessive donations; excessive lobbying; a lack of transparency, accountability and responsibility; propositions that the user pays (when it usually will end up meaning that the user pays more, and then even more [through unchecked or non-compliant forms of monopolization]’); the use of the word ‘package’ and its promotion but with a proposal short on published detail and wide analysis; any tendency to de-democratize the workplace or place of education, etc; demonizing and/or ignoring certain groups, be this differential between different demographics and/or different ethnicities and/or other forms of diversity, etc; anti-unionism; loss of working conditions; creating uneven playing fields in the economic arena; a lack of compliance or a lack of impartial compliance; taking an anti-regulatory stance; relying far too much on the self-regulation and self-stabalization of the markets; the creation of legislation that radically favours a commercial organization at the expense of the citizenry; all legislative proposals that reinforce and accelerate all forms of mis-equality such as, e.g., inequality, etc; etc., and so on! (511)


Besides invoking the concerns of specialists; testing our own opinions; history; critical essays; noting the alignment between appearance and reality associated with key-terms; etc., we could also propose some crucial philosophical explorations such as searching for what elements might integrate miscellaneous neo-liberal like phenomena; asking is there a neo-liberal phenomenon; seeking to understand what motivates neo-liberal ideology; noting what does not seem to be motivating neo-liberal ideology; or, in effect, focusing on what neo-liberal ideologues do not seem to be concerned with, etc., etc? Or, we could invoke a consequential analysis and focus our attention on both the non-adverse and the adverse aspects of this ideology, as must present in all ideological approaches; given their unbalanced interpretations of this world as lived and, therein, their delivery of existentially distorted enactions and responses. (512)


In an ad hoc manner, we could collect a series of features that seem to integrate this form of ideology, or, at least, seem to be ever co-present with its general tenor. E.g., an over-emphasis on self along with a shorted-sighted delusion that we succeed only through our own efforts, alone, etc. Or, we seem to find an imbalance through a privileging of economic features at the expense of a more humane approach that should concentrates, instead, on a being-there for all individuals and their communities, etc. That even a cursory look at those key-terms associated with neo-liberally oriented forms of discourse should reinforce this suspicion that neo-liberalism, indeed, is a unitary phenomenon rather than a series of merely co-associated phenomena. (513)


In the light of this suspicion, could we invoke some form of a single, uniform, unitary motivation behind this apparent phenomenon of neo-liberalism? I believe we can if we were to cement and consolidate a conservative-type of framework focused on self-reliance, small government, and, a privileging of the markets. It is as if we were to de-privilege all intentional forms of otherness and invoke from the efforts of a well-motivated self-reliance an expected ‘recognition’ of our profiting in some form from the non-intentional and supposedly unbiased nature of the markets. I.e., ‘you work hard and your hard work will be recognized in some form of profit’. Of course, such an attitude is thoroughly deconstructed on the hard-edged realities of the neo-liberal political-economic landscape. Indeed, we could exclaim that neo-liberal philosophy all too often subsumes to itself a vast number of mythic half-truths that rarely demonstrate an evidential basis in reality. ‘Hard work pays off’, ‘small government works better’, ‘governments are not in the business of business’, ‘less taxation creates jobs which creates more taxation monies’, etc. Of course, if you don’t work, and you have no means of self-support or family, public or governmental-assistance then you should not expect to be supported if you had no adequate reason or reasons to be supported by others if it were the case you could support yourself through your being profitably employed. Of course, if there were no work available then you should find adequate means of support. The other side of this coin, though, is that there are many people who work very hard for little compensation. What is even harder for these people, though, is the situation where the costs of living are increasing at a greater rate than their levels of compensation, and, when, at the same time, a loss of conditions is also experienced without adequate compensation. Both factors can be seen as forms of dis-equity. Governments can also be very guilty in this regard by passing unfair budgets that further ‘tax’ lower socioeconomic groups in a disproportionate degree and, often, in a covert manner. If you are working even harder, perhaps doing two or three jobs, and you find your standard of living in decline then obviously the truism that ‘hard work pays off’ is here a total misnomer. The myth of ‘small government’ also needs to be exposed. Governments, today, are being asked to do even more; often with less resources when resources to hand have been downsized and outsourced, privatized, etc. Obviously, bloated governments and their inefficient civil services would benefit from a reasonable and skillful reduction in numbers. But, as the markets will not fill in for all those tasks desired by its citizenry and allocate the necessary resources to those sectors of the economy overlooked by these markets it follows that government must step in in order to fill this type of void. These days no sensible government will outsource its military just to mercenaries. So, governments need to be in the business of supporting their own military personnel and assets. Personally, I feel governments also need a large public footprint in the fields of health and education. Both fields should be seen as investments and where for every dollar spend it may well be the case that many more dollars are created for governmental coffers. Otherwise we would be soon witnessing only wealthy demographics finding a suitable and adequate level of education for their children and themselves, and, where large portions of the populace would be disenfranchised in terms of suitable and adequate levels in medical treatment and preventative healthcare. The marketplace will happily cherry pick those sections of the economy that will give them the greatest and/or quickest profits. In planning to build, in Australia, e.g., the National Broadband Network (NBN) governments soon found that the commercial world was not interested in long-term, unevenly profitable, economically costed, development projects, and, to build this public good any government would have had, more or less, to go it alone. As for ‘trickle down economics’ one must wonder why such non-evidenced based nonsense is still invoked by those who should know better? Wittingly or unwittingly, we still seem to be locked into this fantastic world where the rich get richer and the poor will happily accept the small crumbs that finally head their way. Obviously, those who are wealthy and those who manage large commercial concerns would be even happier to see even more money… but at what social expense? It is true that high levels of personal taxation may well be seen as a disincentive to do business in that country that has such relatively higher levels of taxation. But, a return to higher levels of taxation at the upper end of the wage spectrum may more be an indication that other sectors of the economy, perhaps, are not paying their way and/or politicians are overspending, etc., and, that the time is right for a rebalancing of such revenues streams, etc. (514)


What motivates a neo-liberal, knowingly or unknowingly, to be a neo-liberal and to cling to their form of neo-liberalism? I am tentatively suggesting that it is an over exuberant belief in self-motivation and self-worth, an inverse disvaluation of the social (and socialistic) dimension along with an untrammeled belief in the efficient and effective functioning of the markets. (515)


Of course, we should praise ‘good self-motivation to get out there and have a good go’ and also recognize the fact that ‘others may let us down’, but, we should also recognize the inescapable existential fact, that in the dissemination of personal power we can do absolutely nothing absolutely through our own efforts. In this regard, such an ideology is obviously too simplistic, self-centered and short-sighted! That, an adherence to its doctrines can only be in a support of half-truths that have not been thought properly through! In a similar vein, we should not regard the myth that markets are in no need of intervention as one that obviously defies any sensible reading of history. We could say that the Global Financial Crisis, or, The Great Recession, was caused by an unrestricted outpouring of greed, willful carelessness and ignorance along with a lack of oversight and intervention, and, that the worst of this crisis was averted, no more and no less, through the exercise of an insightful-oversight and suitable, but barely adequate, forms of intervention. (516)


So, as a corrective we should recognize some of the myths this type of ideology co-opts and see the limits such half-truths possess. Yes, hard work is good, but, hard work alone is not enough to be successful, or, for that matter, even start to be successful? We can only do this through others, and, where through a harmonization of our private ambitions and social aspirations, find ways to profitably work together. Then, we also need to recognize that there are times and places when and where governments need to intervene in order to overcome the fact that economies can be inefficient, slow to respond if at all, happy to over-exploit people who possess a relative lack of power in this marketplace, and, at the end of the day find people keen to exercise their economic power through such amplified instruments as businesses, cooperatives, monopolies, trans-national entities, etc., that can escape governments and their social obligation, etc! (517)


What then motivates a neo-liberal mindset, and, allows an economic insider, to wield such an ideological approach in the process of policy formation; be that within their business or organization or in the lobbying of governments or being in the very ranks of politicians themselves supportive of such an ideological approach? To answer this question we could propose, tentatively, the following push away and pull towards. Given this proposition of a conservative attraction towards self-reliance, small government and relativley unregulated markets then we can also proffer an equal repulsion away from forms of imputed socialism, large government and forms of over-regulation and intervention in the markets. We can also infer a variety of other drivers such as a privileging of profit, an emphasis on apparent efficiencies, a detestation for the creation and holding debt, a prioritization of economic growth, etc. (518)


If we perceive neo-liberals as favouring self-reliance, small government, non-market intervention, reduced levels of regulation, profit, efficiencies, reduced debt, promotion of economic growth, etc., we should also ask what neo-liberals are more inclined to overlook and which should not be overlooked? (519)


Obviously good government and good governance could be overlooked if ideological directives overrule more sensible approaches to legislation, policy formation, the articulation of political objectives, etc. Then, an integrated sense of community can also suffer given this privileging of the individual over the communal. But, individuals thrive in thriving communities, and, even individuals suffer when policies privilege economic growth over personal growth, or, economy efficiency is promoted over cultural enrichment, etc. Indeed, this concept of ‘existential re-construction’ recognizes a need for the restoration of more humane, pro-relational forms of interaction, and, the re-putting back in place of those pre-conditions more conducive to the qualitative enrichment of our relationships. Hence this emphasis on circumscription where I argue that donations have distorted the democratic environment in favour of the economic world of business, and those that profit therein, at the expense of our citizenry and their diverse cultural communities along with the hard-working members of those same communities. Hence also our concern over a reversal and replacement of those policies, etc., that have promoted, directly or indirectly, forms of mis-equity, i.e., inequity, dis-equity and non-equity. (520)


A number of critical styles could be exercised to suitably criticize neo-liberally induced imbalances in the political-economy. However, one of the most effective must surely be the well-conducted exercise of a consequential analysis. Such an analysis has a number of lenses, but, is much more effective as a critique when disparate disciplines are collectively wielded to demonstrate the relative adversity the relentless imposition of neo-liberally oriented policy setting has had for individuals, communities, businesses and nations. I note ‘relative adversity’ since it is also true to say that all policies, all legislation, all innovations, etc., are two-edged swords. Globalization, e.g., and has brought a few billion people out of dire poverty. Many millions in the developing world can now enter as members of a thriving middle-class. For that matter, overall Australia has done quite well through globalization (and was one of the few countries not to go into a recession during the Global Financial Crisis). However, mis-equity is with us and its acceleration can only exacerbate certain political tends that are destabilizing our democratic life-worlds. All in all, neo-liberalism et al
 is undermining all forms of political and economic governance be that in both democratically oriented and non-democratically oriented governments. Not since the times of The Great Depression have we seen overt, rampant forms of dis-equity in the workplace from the reversal of conditions to reductions in wage parity, other forms of increasing inequality, etc. Along with anxieties over the very future of work itself, it is no wonder that the political world is awash with political ferment seeking forms of expression that might proffer forms of response that can suitably address such understandable malcontentment. However, despite interminable polling, focus groups, the concerned voices of specialists, etc., politicians, it would appear, just do not seem to understand these waves of discontentment and disenchantment with the way things seem to be heading. Politicians say they are listening, but, we must ask, do they understand these grounds that should be heard rumbling beneath them. If not through ongoing evolution, through a suitable process of re-direction, then such change will come in the form of a revolution where even fewer people will remain better off in its aftermath. I have argued that a root cause for such malcontentment has been the relentless imposition of neo-liberal policy setting without adequate forms of redressment following on its wake. I have argued that we need to exercise an ‘existential re-construction’ of the political-economy and, to this end, have proposed the following political-economic manifesto… (521) 

Striking Out! – A New Four-Part Political-Economic Manifesto:

I.
Circumscription of donations/influence: In relation to:

1. Private – capped at some small amount – published if amount is greater than say $1000 but no greater than, say, $10,000/controls on the buying of influence.

2. Public or Organizational – only to a non-party, democratic fund or capped at, say, $10,000.

3. Governmental – set funding of parties. Non-virtual advertizing only during elections. Mandatory websites. Capped at $x per candidate. Such money for candidate and/or party. Bipartisan oversight of electoral disbursement of funds (to avoid pork-barreling, etc.).

II.
Inscription of all transactions from lobbying to debating legislation,
 etc:

1. Transparency – of all documentation, all transactions, etc.

2. Accountability – personal signatures on all forms of enaction.

3. Responsibility – demonstration of communal responsibility for enaction.

III.
Proscription – reversal of all adverse process-descriptions of mis-equity:

1. Contra-inequity – reversal of inequity through wealth transfers.

2. Contra-dis-equity – reversal of lost conditions and creation of better ones.

3. Contra-non-equity – reversal of non-equity through re-organization of 

employment/introduction of basic or universal income.

IV.
Prescription for the existential re-self-organization of the political-economy:

1. Exploration – Existential forms of intervention that productively balance the

 political-economy, etc., (based on a discovery of correlations).

2. Consolidation – Institution of a refinement of our genre conventions, etc., 

(based on relevant forms of accommodation).

3. Innovation – The existential realization of an enrichment of our relationships 

(based on transformations that positively re-enrich the nature of our interactions).

E.g., possible, independent government support for the Media in this age of the Internet; a reconstitution of the concepts of work, human dignity, positive valuational formation; etc. (such innovations seeking existentially oriented forms of transformation through a striking out in new directions when and where called for!). (522)


‘Striking out’ refers to the reversal and replacement of neo-liberally oriented policy settings shown to have adverse consequences, either individually or collectively, and, our moving in a new and more fruitful direction through the positive, existential reconstruction of the political-economy (albeit through processes of rectification of that as already found to hand). As examined elsewhere, consequences are as intended, mis-intended, unintended and not-intended (where the latter is concerned with the impact of unexpected influences that re-direct the situation to hand in directions not previous contemplated). The surface of the world appears to be fully determined, as possessing a reasonable reason for the way things are and how they could be altered. But, the relentless imposition of the same policy setting’s implementation, regardless of their neo-liberal flavour or otherwise, will eventually reach a point of bifurcation with chaotic consequences that may or may not be anticipated. Then, the relentless imposition of policy settings, collectively, regardless of their neo-liberal flavour or otherwise, will also eventually reach a point of bifurcation with chaotic consequences that may or may not be anticipated. Of course, we may never reach those points of chaotic re-direction, however, the more we incrementally change things the more likely we are to encounter such transformations; be they radical or not so radical; be they negative, neutral, or, hopefully, positive in their consequences. (523)


Everything we do has a moral dimension, but, what is more overlooked is that everything we do exists in a moral context that exists above and beyond what might merely be ascribed to any simple, single appreciation of any one context of enaction be that through passive observation and/or active participation. E.g., one foreign buyer of property in the Australian housing market, say Sydney, would have little consequences for the other buyers of property. However, if one quarter of property sales went to foreign buyers we could imagine price rises given such increased competition for a relatively limited stock of housing. Rising prices might encourage a few more people to sell, but, given that if people wish to stay in the same market that they then have to buy another place along with the additional costs of sale, stamp duties, the expenses incurred in the removal of chattels, etc., then they will either need to move down-market, or, find additional finance to find a similar property or go up-market.  Or, become renters, or, move to another less expensive market or take a long holiday in some form or other. The point being, that even if prices rise, all things considered, the supply will barely rise to meet that extra demand. Now, imagine, if you were a local buyer and the market was now such that three-quarters of all house and unit sales were being bought by foreign buyers… that would leave three-quarters of the local buyers unable to purchase a house or unit (assuming an eventual meeting in price between both local vendors and local purchasers). Undoubtedly, both local government and federal government would now be facing a crisis. Sales to foreigners might be banned, or, an additional impost might be imposed in the hope that the acceleration in such sales might be slowed if not reversed.
 But, the point of this analogy is this, if it not morally wrong for one foreign buyer to buy one property why is seen as ‘wrong’ for a considerable proportion of the market to be bought by foreigners? This question is being posed rhetorically, merely to note that the iteration of a certain kind of enaction can have consequences quiet out of character to that apparently possessed in a single iteration. It is also a question rarely ‘answered’ by the market left to its own devices and, therefore, a good reason why governments will need to intervene or be called upon to intervene in the pursuit a general public ‘good’.
 (524)


I would like to argue that the relentless imposition of neo-liberally oriented policy settings is unsettling current forms of governance (be they democratically oriented or otherwise). It is doing this primarily through forms of mis-equity. It is able to do this because governments have become more responsive to the demands of the business world and less responsive to the needs of their citizenry. Those ‘needs’ would have been exacerbated when the ensuing adversity of certain policy settings have not been suitably redressed through adequate forms of compensation, modification of those policy settings, and/or, processes of amelioration of the consequences of such policy implementations, etc. (525)


The set of arguments behind this manifesto are designed to address and redress adverse neo-liberal policy formation by focusing on pre-conditions (circumscriptions), positive conditions (inscriptions) and the reversal of negative conditions (proscriptions) and considerations of positive post-conditions (prescriptions). Under the latter, we must also look for solutions that arise beyond the mere reversal of the active or potential adversity that already is or could ensue from any form of policy setting or set of policy settings regardless of the presence of a neo-liberal flavour or otherwise. (526)


Let me now examine, in turn, these four headings and each of their three subheadings. (527)


‘Circumscription’, essentially, relates to the restrictions that need to be placed, primarily, on the acceptance of donations, and, secondarily, on the offering, buying and dispensing of influence! (Besides corruption or forms of prior investment) governments
 have three sources of income for their political parties and their members, namely; private donations; donations given by organizations, be they business oriented or otherwise; and, by government mandate in which a certain amount of money, according to some formula, is given directly to a party and/or their elected membership (sometimes in lieu of donations or similar). (528)


It is widely recognized that donations have had a corrosive
 effect, to varying degrees, on the course of our democracies. Given chaotically close elections, all things being equal, a few extra dollars spent on advertising might well be seen as the best investment done by that party in question. Given such close finishes, a few extra dollars might well decide an entire election. Moreover, in the imperative to get more than sufficient finances for campaigning, politicians are drawn away from their primary task of representing their electorates, their parties and their country by having to expend their time on such fund-raising expeditions. Of course, the potential size of the donation will naturally influence to what extent this donor has the acknowledgment of that politician, and v.v. And so, a trail of influence peddling is undertaken when, correctly, all such transactions should be transparent and suitably documented, etc. Sever this time and soul consuming link between such patrons and politicians, and, politicians once again are now in a position to better represent their electorates without being more beholden, wittingly and/or unwittingly, to those who proffer the largest donations. Of course, donations could be solicited at arm’s length, but, a party would soon know who its friends are and who its friends are not. (529)


It is good that small donations are given by members of the public to their political party or parties of choice; as an active form of participation and involvement in a certain political party; as a mode of identification and allegiance; as a quantitative form of recognition, by an electorate, of the apparent merits of a party’s candidates and policies, etc. It has been shown, e.g., in the US, in recent elections, that popular candidates can raise considerable sums from the so-called ‘grass roots’. Such donations are usually non-problematic as long as they remain relatively small and, effectively, anonymous. Thence such donations should be capped (and my suggestion is, say, $10,000). However, with this capping I also think it fair that government remits before, during and/or after elections a certain defined amount of finance in line with the number of electors that appear to favour that party or in accordance with the general acceptance of some other satisfactory formula. (530)


If donations were capped at an amount that is not relatively excessive, say, $10,000, then the registering of such donations need not be made public. On the other hand, they still need to be registered in order to make sure that individuals are not going beyond that cap. Of course, all restrictions can be bypassed, but, such a registration does make the reception of donations in excess of the legal limit more difficult. The vexed issue of foreign donations can also be defused given the relatively low amount that is donated should such a foreigner wish to donate (for whatever reason or reasons). (531)


However, one way donations can be circumvented is to ‘invest’ in individuals who have influence; be they currently employed as politicians or who have lost office, resigned or have retired. To some extent it is a form of lobbying but where the lobbying is done from the inside so to speak especially if that ‘politician’ is still a politician or remains very influential in the shaping of policy formation and formularization, etc. How a particular democratic life-world deals with this aspect of politics is best conducted through the forum of public opinion.
 (532)


Some high-worth individuals may think it in their interests to donate to a specific party in the hope of obtaining a certain sort of quid pro quo. Having signaled their interest in a certain project they hope the government of the day or a future government of that party will look more kindly upon their private ambitions made public by various direct and/or indirect means. All this, usually, can be done with some subtlety unlike those efforts of cultural outsiders from more corrupt systems who expect payment to immediately translate into influence. Some caution has to be exercised so that no one in the know steps beyond such traditional official and unofficial lines of demarcation. One can safely assume that in all organizations there are politically correct forms of behaviour and other less overt channels where behaviour is not so ‘bent’, or made to bend, by rules and public scrutiny. Such relatively right-handed and left-handed methods of operation occur everywhere and the ‘trick’ is to know how to navigate and negotiate such codes of behaviour. This is not to say that there is not a legitimate time and place for either official or unofficial modes of operation since it is often the case that the official channel of conduct is poorly thought out, too complicated to properly exercise, etc. On the other hand, covert forms of behaviour can be misused for less legitimate ways of doing business and we have here good reasons to couple donations reform with reforms that concentrate on less secrecy and on more transparency, accountability and responsibility. The next category of donations is that given by organizations, be they business or otherwise in orientation. Although, such donations are given by an organization, still, they are directed by individuals to individuals… and influence or denial of influence in some form or other is the expectation… or fear. (533)


One must doubt that business institutions, e.g., feel that motivated about political parties that they feel they must give large donations. But they do, and, so, we must wonder why? Without answering that question, it becomes obvious that donations given by organizations should also be circumscribed. They could be capped at, say, the same level of personal donations, or, such monies, that organizations wish to give, could be given to a fund that is then divided up between the registered political parties currently operating; in some form of an alignment with how those political parties are faring. (534)

By such means re-configuring the political landscape in a way that subverts the ‘corrosive’ influence of donations and relieves politicians of their duties as continual fundraisers. Given the war of political advertising, where parties desperately trying to out do each other, in order to obtain that one extra vote that will get them over the metaphorical line, then circumscription will also need to apply to the expense, degree and manner of advertising that should be allowed before, during and after periods of active electioneering. In this era of the Internet, informative homepages, with accurate information, for political parties could well be mandated in some form or other. (535)


The third subheading of circumscription deals with the direct funding of political parties by the political system itself. In many political systems around the world this is already occurring in some form or other. Under this subheading I perceive a need for a further series of sub-subheadings, namely, governmental funding (as already noted), the financing of electoral promises, and, how parties can raise finance through accounted for investments and acceptable fundraising activities. Circumscription also needs to apply to how electoral promises are to be formed, formulated and funded. In this regard, I would suggest that politicians have a certain circumscribed degree of freedom, but, that such promises need to be monitored and sanctioned by an appropriate body, and, this body or some other then deal with an allocation of resources for larger projects across all electorates. I am sure forms of compromise would oversee a more impartial allocation of resources overall even if certain politicians might also wish to promote key projects within the confines of such circumscription. By such means limiting the role of politicians to ‘bribe’ their electorates through forms of pork-barreling, etc. Under the third sub-subheading we can not note how rules of circumscription can also limit what can or cannot be done in forms of political fund-raising from paid for dinner to the paid for meeting of ministers, etc. That where such fundraising is allowed then suitable forms of inscription (i.e., through textual records) must apply under the subheadings of transparency, accountability and responsibility (and which will now be explored). (536)


Inscription is the textual recording of political-economic transactions, especially of a political nature. It has three subheadings, namely, transparency, accountability and responsibility. These three visible aspects of behaviour are ideals, and, as ideals, can only be moved towards and cannot be absolutely attained. How transparent should a politician be. As transparent as possible both in what they do and in what they do not do. Accounting for every last dollar being a good place to start… (537)


Transparency means a recording of all relevant transactions to a degree that is easily recorded and in a form that can be easily read after the event in question; noting their situatedness (i.e., e.g., in some online format, with the providing of a context and commentary if necessary). The intentions of a politician cannot be recorded nor should be published except to that extent desired by that politician themselves. However, apparent intentions are displayed through such texts be they of the event or of its recording. Their adequate and suitable framing necessitating their indication of the genre conventions being invoked along with context (i.e., a clear, precise exhibition also of its technical con-text/contextual representation/s). Why? Officials in a political-economy need to practice a professional association and segregation or separation of official functions. So, e.g., a minister and top functionaries in a ministry need to both associate but maintain a professionalism that demands both a professional association and a professional separation of functions. Notice of meetings and their topics to be discussed, such discussions, decisions entered into, decisions not entered into along with forms of agreement and/or disagreement and/or non-decisions all need to be noted. In parallel reasons need to be evinced and declared as to why decisions have been made one way or the other or why decisions have been temporarily postponed or near-permanently deferred. Why, because such functionaries represent this political-economic discipline and the public has a right to be well-informed about their role in policy formation and formularization; i.e., theoretical policy thematization, practical policy implementation and critical policy appreciation. It is also in the interest of the politicians to metaphorically watch their back and the forming and dissemination of such records is one way to ensure such protection for politicians, political-economic functionaries and the concerned public at large (on the receiving end of such policy formation and its enaction). (538)


What is there to stop a group of politicians and political-economic functionaries from having a dinner together in order to discuss certain issues, canvass possible modes of resolution and settle on certain policy responses? Nothing, but the thematization of policy formation, therein engaged and realized, i.e., thematized, needs to be recorded in a more formal setting in order to have its inscription made in a publicly accessible form in near real-time. Such deliberations then setting the tone for future policy formulation; be that through thematization, etc. An astute politician observing the professional rules of association and segregation, when and where possible, even if such conventions are not fully codified. (539)


Accountability, effectively is the signing of an official text, but, without absolute responsibility. I.e., being able to be called to account for making a certain set of decisions, by oneself or with a few other relevant persons. However, much leeway should be given in a critical appraisal of such decision making that may, retrospectively, be judged to have been wrong. Briefly recorded reasons and other forms of justification should always be noted in parallel (in effect, in the form of a commentary or introduction, etc.). By such means overseeing the better grounding of decisions making in an evidenced based policy setting and framework! In this light, reasons should not be emitted in an analytical or a priori fashion, nor in a pure ideological manner, but, decisions should be argued in terms of the accepted facts, probable scenarios, evidenced based narratives, and, in reference to highly probable factual-like consequences, etc! I.e., in and through an adequately and suitably conducted process of consequential analysis, etc. Retrospectively, such decision making should be re-examined in a critically enacted historical analysis looking at consequences as they arose historically. (540)


Responsibility, is different from accountability to the extent that all relevant parties should sign the final drafting of the policy formulations arrived at through such close and careful deliberations and critically noted scrutiny. This approach to responsibility addresses two concerns. First, much decision making if left to merely accountable levels of deliberation may well never be finalized given a lack of personal empowerment, institutional paralysis, and, a fearfulness of adverse consequences that might follow on in the wake of such decisive decision making, etc. By making all relevant people jointly responsible for those collectively instituted decisions no one person can be convincingly scapegoated, etc. Second, by such consensus, even if treated as provisional, we should be able to accelerate decision-making. From experience, I know of a nursing unit manager (NUM) who came from overseas in response to a job position and had to wait three months before a final, official decision for them to work in that institution was made, even though the go ahead for them to work there had been made very early on. Or, why should visa take five months of deliberation when the relevant people concerned, once all the relevant information is to hand, should just go ahead and collectively make that decision. Institutional proliferation and paralysis should both be short-circuited on each and every occasion that that form of economy is called for. This concept of responsibility (and accountability) addressing and redressing both institutional ‘poisons’! Thence this concern with the acceleration and finalization of institutional decision-making by adopting and adapting this concept of transparent responsibility (and accountability). (541)


By exercising these three forms of inscription, textual recording, it is to be hoped that we can see the decisions that are being made on our behalf by representatives and/or non-representatives, why these decisions are being made, observe who made them, address the institution in whose names such decisions are being made, and hopefully note a productive acceleration and finalization of such evidence-based and relatively less ideologically-based decision-making. (542)


Our third heading of proscription seeks to address and redress all forms of mis-equity through the reversal of associated policy settings and their existential replacement (in an existential re-construction of the political economy). Contra-mis-equity is an umbrella term for the reversal and replacement of all forms of inequity; which includes historical inequity (that is both intra-generational and inter-generational), present forms of dis-equity (through a loss of working pay and conditions), and, future non-equity (resulting from the fear or actuality of the partial or full loosing of one’s employment in one’s chosen vocation or in a commensurate form of employment, or, an inability to find employment in a commensurate area of one’s work history, training, expertise and/or temperament, etc.). (543)


‘Inequity’ is defined as ‘a comparative loss in the potential for realizing a position of equity, i.e., owning one’s accommodation and/or other assets such as chattels and/or a variety of financial instruments in some form or other’. (544)


‘Dis-equity’ is defined as ‘a comparative loss in employment of overall remuneration and/or conditions’. (545)


‘Non-equity’ is defined as ‘as the fear or actuality of a full or partial loss in employment commensurate with employment history, training, expertise and/or temperament’. (546)


By ‘contra’ is meant a reversal of those relevant adverse factors such as policy settings, etc., be they pre-conditional, conditional and/or post-conditional in orientation, and/or their replacement by other relevant factors that, individually or together, contribute to a positive amplification in overall valuational formation for those individuals, their organizations, their cultural communities and nations. (547)


A worker or non-worker, with adequate equity, is a member of society with the potential to support their communities, etc., be that through being able to look beyond their own economic survival, their ability to consume and invest, and, their greater potential to assist others be that families and/or friends, fellow employees, other members of their communities, fellow citizens, etc. (548)


We all live in a variety of overlapping ‘economies’ where the greater support of one member can and will translate, directly and/or indirectly, into the support of others in those same economies and beyond.
 (549)


In addressing and redressing inequity, political-economists have a number of measure that can be adopted and adapted, e.g., through various forms of tax transfer, subsidies, ensuring that dis-equity and non-equity don’t further contribute to inequity over time, etc. Ideally, policy settings that have instigated trends that de-promote equity need to be reversed and/or replaced by those policy settings that direct or indirectly promote equity. Today, in the housing market, it is obvious that it is even more difficult for a first-time home owner to start. This form of inequity is also intra-generation to the extent rising rents are displacing non-home owning pensioners, retirees, etc., out of the center of our cities. It is also reflected in statistics where children are having to stay at home because of rental cost and/or in an effort to save for the deposit on a home. We also have a glaring instance of inequity where many baby boomers in Australia got a relatively free tertiary education but where later generations now have to pay ever rising course fees. If it is good enough for the state to pay for primary and secondary education why not better support tertiary education? Over the last two decades, at least, this country is now much wealthier and free tertiary education would also be seen as a great investment in that country’s future. At the same time, pre-school education needs to be seriously addressed along the same lines given evidenced based support for that type of policy. Then, too, in the field of health, iniquitous trends towards an American insurance-style of health care, or rather a diminished health care, needs to be reversed and avoided at all cost. Already we are seeing people pay more every year and receiving less in the way of options, basic care, etc. The neo-liberal shortsightedness in this regard was and is appalling given any cursory look at the America’s over-zealous desire for choice, or, rather, lack of choice, or effectively, more often than not, no choice whatsoever! (550)


Rampant dis-equity is all about us, as demonstrated in a number of micro-autobiographies, a process usually rebadged as a so-called ‘reform’. The recent cutting of penalty rates for some workers on a Sunday is another negative step in this regard. It discriminates against lower paid workers, especially women. It is argued for on the spurious and dubious grounds that the market place is already in a state of non-compliance at the expense of those who were compliant, and, that with the extra savings, employers will hire more people. On both counts we must serious wonder at the mentality of the so-called Fair Work Commission. Employers who are non-compliant with working conditions, etc., should be make to be comply, conform to legislated social expectations, otherwise, non-compliance is the market norm at whatever level pay, e.g., is set. As for this instance of trickle down economic nonsense we have yet to see good evidence that such a policy direction really does work. Market consumption is related to our ability to consume and is more directly related for those in lower socioeconomic demographics givne their need to spend most of what they earn. It is in the interests of small business, etc., to see their customers have more spending power and not less. By cutting wages overall, less spending overall will be able to be incurred to the detriment of all parties. Despite legislation, despite unions, etc., dis-equity is ever present and is often dressed up as a neo-liberal policy ‘reform’ although greed on the part of employers is also equally a root cause and where a neo-liberal language is merely used to advance a more advantageous position for employers in many instances. However, as intimated, when some of us lose out, all of us may well also lose out given that no one has an independent, self-sufficient economic sense of position especially when treated from a collective point of view. (551)


Although inequity and dis-equity may seem to be more prominent the role of non-equity is now seen as taking a center stage given that nature of work in the political-economy is now undergoing a radical transformation. The very role of work, as a general social concept, also needs to be radically overhauled and reissued in keeping with the spirits of our changing times. Over the twentieth century, the economic output per worker in a First World country had increased over sixty-five times by the middle of that century and we must surmise with the advent of computers, automation, miniaturization, better medical care, improved means of transport and communication that growth continued even fast after the 1950s. But, has much of that growth in productivity been returned to those that enacted such labour? As noted by Bernie Sanders, very little in the way of a productivity dividend has been returned to labour. Neo-liberal philosophy may argue that there are ‘winners and losers’, but, cannot argue that we too can become winners if the productivity dividends gained are not reasonably shared with all relevant parties; be that from labour, to governments in the form of reasonable taxation, shareholders, the communities at large (especially when resources have been taken and environmental consequences have not been properly addressed and local communities have not been given due recompense on both issues, etc.). (552)


Governments
 should be serious facing questions about the nature of work, what work will be available in the future, the value of work and how societies generally find positive, existential forms of valuation both in work and outside work. To begin with we need to realize that the very concept of work itself has been forever a work in progress. Not too long ago the majority of the population worked on the land. The transition to factories and then to the world of offices or services, etc., has altered the political-economic demands placed upon us. Social attitudes to work have shifted accordingly. We have created certain myths, and, we can uncreate them and, then, produce new ones. We need to do something like this because many current attitudes we have towards the concept of work are just out of date, and, their continued dissemination is now just unhelpful if not damaging for personal self-esteem and for a public acceptance that we do live in a changing world and our attitudes need to change as well, from our politicians down. ‘Work’ has been and will remain an important part of the identity of many people. Given that the nature of work is changing, our attitudes need to be seriously re-directed in new directions that positively reflect the current realities of our lives as lived with-others. I have often observed politicians, usually of a more conservative bent, but not necessarily restricted to that side of the political spectrum, evince attitudes towards people who cannot find work, cannot obtain full employment, are made redundant, bypassed by the creation of new vocations and the loss of more traditional ones, even those who have worked all their life and now, having retired, are now redefined and dismissed as ‘pensioner’… as if all of these people are an endless drain on the national budget. Such attitudes are further warped when viewed through a neo-liberally oriented viewpoint that, more often than not, is not even recognized as over-influenced, if not ‘contaminated’ by such ideological distortions. Inequality is not so much a spectrum, with a set of gradations along its length, but more of a chasm with the formation of one class of people on one side, the ‘right’ side, and, a lesser class of people, the disempowered and disenfranchised, on the ‘wrong’ side. Add language like ‘winners and losers’, or, ‘lifters and leaners’ and you reinforce prejudices to the extent where it often borders on vilification. The marketplace is changing, but, there is not only a problem of information, a matching of job-seekers with commensurate forms of employment’ but the fact that the marketplace is not perfect, indeed, has never been perfect in actually creating enough jobs for the people still optimistic enough to look for the same. Obviously, it is wrong to vilify such optimists. Transitions between different eras in economic development never proceed like well-oiled gears and such discontinuities will churn out both winners and losers. But, it is a role of government to better manage such transformations in a manner that lessens the inevitable pain. It is not the role of government to vilify its citizens and the evidence of such language is the hallmark of a government that does not deserve its current mandate! (553)


One question that needs to be urgently addressed is that “if it is the case that if the markets themselves cannot create enough jobs for those ‘who are expected to seek a living through work’ how are governments to orchestrate measures to support people who are left out of this transition to a new form of marketplace?” It is not the intention or objective of this extended essay to explore such issues in detail. However, I would like to merely proffer some suggestions. Without doubt a number of proposals would need to be closely looked at. E.g., inexpensive and effective forms of genuine retraining.
 A universal, or, basic wage. ‘Universal’ meaning ‘a living wage for everyone’, and, ‘basic’ meaning ‘a living wage more for those that need the same’. The implementation of such a scheme will most likely need to be staggered, but, the expense of such a scheme may well be not much more than that already given out in pensions? Given the existence of a GST or Vat, or some other form of a consumption tax, the final cost may not be prohibitive. People could also be encouraged to return to society, through compactual service and/or labour, what might otherwise be an additional cost for that society if it were to be incurred through contractual means. Another approach might be a reduction in hours of work (and given the rampant ‘neo-liberal terrorism’ being exerted in the Australian marketplace, where many workers are often too fearful to just work the hours they are contracted to work, given the ever-present threat of periodic redundancies, that it would be a good start to insist that workers who actually work beyond those hours they are contracted to work are either paid penalty rates, for what is otherwise free labour, or, such employers should be effectively circumscribed in allowing workers to work beyond those hours noted in those contracts. If there are legally enshrined calls for ‘truth in advertizing’ then why not also insist on ‘truth in contracts’!  Another approach that could be entertained is to re-define the nature of work more broadly rather than merely redefining it through the lens of the current marketplace and the asymmetry of its apparent needs and imperatives (versus what might be truly needed in a near-perfectly functioning marketplace even though it is obvious markets are never ‘perfect’ in any sense let along a deluded neo-liberal vision of such. Or, we could go further and examine the very nature of positive, existential valuational formation itself and re-create the social pre-conditions, conditions and post-conditions that are conducive to the richness and enrichment of such transformational forms of personal-interpersonal re-engagement. In this regard, we could rebalance the relationship between compactual engagement and contractual engagement by promoting more spaces and times for the former, and, as well, better engineering the relational interactions between the same that existentially and mutually foster re-enrichment of both lived-dimensions of our being with-others, before-others!
 This list is merely a few suggestions, but, could serve as a beginning point for a series of ongoing, comprehensive explorations of this important topic. A topic that all governments, now, should be exploring. In times of national emergencies, governments are called upon for help and are often judged as to how well they performed in managing such crises. Governments, whether they admit it or not, are facing a number of existential crises that need to be seriously addressed and effectively redressed. From the consequences of Global Warming to terrorism, from mishandled responses towards refugees and economic migrants to periodic financial meltdowns, from a rampant disregard for mis-equity to non-evidenced based, ideological forms of political-economic distortion, etc., progressive politicians and other proponents, professional or otherwise, need to seriously approach this open-ended raft of topics in order to better re-configure policy settings in a more humane, existentially positive sense of re-direction!! Striking out, in a new direction, in a suitable manner that not only sees such problematic crises but also wishes to re-engage the same in order to work our way through such issues for the benefit of all citizens! To this end, political-economic professionals and laypersons alike also need to address and redress the iniquitous inputs that comes from a blind allegiance to adverse neo-liberal forms of ideology along with the amplification of political disturbances that will inevitably follow on in its wake should we not adequately strike out in a new direction that re-engages and progressively resolves such, hitherto, non-existentially oriented issues!! (554)


Such a hope calls for forms of insight on the part of both politicians and non-politicians alike. It is not good enough to hear people complaining about mis-equity, we need to address and redress the root causes for such mis-equity and, then, strike out in a new direction to reverse, replace and positive re-direct processes of rectification that restore the democratic progress of our lives as lived with-others, before-others. Contra neo-liberals we can only do this through the auspices of others! To this end I propose the last quarter of my manifesto to be a prescription for a positive, existentialization of the political-economy. I envisage this taking place through enriching the richness already present through our existentially oriented re-engagement with others! This I note under the three subheadings of Exploration, Consolidation and Innovation. (555)

‘Prescription’ calls for the ‘existentially oriented re-self-organization of the political-economy’. In this regard, a prescriptive economy calls for exploration through a phenomenal-phenomenological appreciation of the evidence to hand as to how that political-economy might be better described. Then, a hermeneutic consolidation of genre conventions is called for in order to assist the functionality of our interpretation of phenomenological evidence and find forms of alignment between the same. However, ideally, we also need to have some idea of what we can and should aspire towards in order, hopefully, to recognize and act upon those ongoing insights we find that allow us to positively strike out in a new direction as realized through such existential attunement. (556)

In Exploration, we search for existential forms of intervention that appear to productively balance the various facets of the political-economy, etc. Through finding forms of alignment between correlations within and between the political, economic and stylistic, etc., we can build on our ensuing (re)presentations of the nature of that economy and, therein, find a better understanding of the same. (557)

In Consolidation, through forms of accommodation of representative sets of correlations, we arrive at a better hermeneutic appreciation of the relevant conventions in play that both form and inform the constitution of both that situatedness in question and our understanding of the same. Through such an understanding of both the presentation of correlations and the representations of accommodations (as hermeneutically formed sets of the former), we can then better promote both the efficiency and effectiveness of those functions that both interpret and constitute corresponding modes of behavior, etc. However, such habits are formed through mere reiteration, and, therefore, stand in need of the re-formation of innovation in order to strike out in a positively existential sense of re-direction that progressively enriches our engagement through such existentially oriented re-directed re-engagement. (558)

In Innovation the aspect of the existential in its indicative, non-systematic sense is invoked in order to bring us towards a more delineated, systematic sense of the existential. I.e., through an ongoing balance of exploration and consolidation, the compactual with the contractual, the political with the economic, etc., we arrive at his indicative sense of the existential. Then, when we have an ongoing, dynamic balance between this economy of exploration consolidation and innovation we then approach a more systematic, delineated sense of the existential… along with the self-re-enrichment that flows from this intuitive realization of the nature of our current situatedness. In this relatively more systematic sense of the existential we find an empowerment and enfranchisement that effortlessly flows on from such existentially attuned insight into the nature of our relationships as we find ourselves embraced in this world as lived. Moreover, in and thorough such emplacement, all semblance of displacement, in turn, is progressively displaced through such progressive re-empowerment and re-enfranchisement. (559)

However, so much for theory, but, in practical terms, what is the impact of an existentialization of this prescriptive economy? (560)


Existentialization promotes the pro-relational re-enrichment of our mutual experience of that situatedness in question. In this regard, we need to find more insightful forms of alignment between pre-conditions, conditions, and post-conditions; an enlivened semblance of a political-economy arrived at through a dynamic balance between political, economical and stylistical aspects; an ongoing balance between compactual and contractual dimensions, etc., etc. In other words, through such ongoing balance, effectively, we entertain an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension that positively re-constitutes the situatedness in question in the light of the nature of our experience of the same, and v.v. In a more practical direction, what might some of these innovative re-directed reforms entail? Insightfulness into the distortions of the political economy and how it might be progressives de-distorted; better observance of an evidence-based process in policy formulation and formularization; a non-ideological awareness of how innovations suitably approached can be productive of cultural enrichment as well as economic enrichment; a re-constitution of the political sphere in a more cooperative and democratic manner where the resolution of both personal ambitions and social aspirations are better facilitated and realized; etc. (561)


The simple insight that we but breath and walk, and sigh and scream, and little else, and, that only through the auspices of others can we see the realization of both our own personal ambitions and the social aspirations of others. That, no one person could ever exert absolute power over another, nor, likewise, be absolutely powerless before some other person! We may kill or be killed but neither this threat nor fact can alter this situation that the dissemination of power is only through others and that, ultimately, we ever have this absolute power to disrupt the sequencing of this chain of influence. At its basis, we have this democratic insight that it is us who cooperated, through either co-option and/or co-operation, and not otherwise! It is in this democratic region of ‘assent giving or assent denying’ that, hopefully, we can subject to existential expansion in and through an existentialization of our relations with others in an ongoing aspiration that we can harmoniously resolve this tension within and between our personal ambitions and our inter-personal aspirations. The latter acting as a foundation for the expedition of our personal ambitions. E.g., if we desire an education then educational facilities need to be established. Hence this interplay between a resolution of personal ambitions and social aspirations in the facilitation and expedition of this co-dissemination of power. An existentialization of this process overseeing its mutualization, i.e., through the re-direction of a pro-relational attitude the positive promotion of a mutual process of harmonic alignment is overseen in such a manner so as to ensure forms of enaction that enrich the valuational formation of our co-experience of that relational situatedness in question. (562)

In an openness to innovation, etc., let me make a few suggestions as to how this mutual process in the co-dissemination of power might need to better operate given neo-liberal distortions of the political economy; disgruntlement leading to the election of opportunistic populists and other demagogues; digital disruption; the serious need for a positive, social reconstitution of the lived-concept of work; a social re-investment in the very nature of valuational formation that should arise through our re-seeing of the nature of ourselves as re-engaged with-others, before-others; a return to an existential balance as we walk within and between the relatively virtual and the relatively non-virtual dimensions of this Contemporary world… as it unfolding before us in a mix of directions both tradition and non-traditional in orientation… (563)

Without a doubt, governments should be already out there to help societies make the social changes necessary in order to ensure a successful transition through the transformations that will be undergone within this Contemporary era (and its progressive privileging of the pro-relational). We need to do this through exploring, consolidating and innovating in such a manner that those viable ideas that arise, and, which on reflection are found to recommend themselves to us should be followed up through careful policy formulation. As noted outside this extended-essay,
 policy formation involves theoretical and political policy thematization, practical and economic policy implementation, and, critical and stylistic appreciation. I have also suggested that the overall political economy is run by nine types of professional operatives passed whom policy settings will be both written and read, rewritten and reread, namely, politicians, civil servants, overseers; economists, executives, accountants; critics, managers and officers. Between them we need the clear formulation of policies and clearly formulated modes of re-direction to both rectify and enrich our experiences of this political-economy; a central foundation for the expression of all forms of intentional endeavour be that from personal ambitions to interpersonal aspirations. In an overall democratically oriented life-world it behooves us to oversee that such operatives correctly read and write such policy settings, when and where appropriate, but, also existentially re-write and re-read the same, when and where appropriate. (564)


We could explore many novel ideas in this regard. Basically, under this heading of Prescription, and the subheading of Exploration, we explore novel and not so novel proposals from an evidence-based perspective to that extent such explorations into new territory can venture. However, when policies are being implemented over terrain that is relatively new, an evidence-based monitoring needs to be carefully conducted and, subsequently, adjusted or ceased in accordance with a careful appreciation of such later information.  Under the subheading of Consolidation, we note how our genres of behaviour can be better defined, and re-defined and refined over time. Our primary concern being here with the meta-textual also leads us to note our corresponding appreciation of types of situational con-texts; i.e., the essential, particular characteristics of those situations that need to be sympathetically addressed and redressed in terms of both their historical appreciation and the conventional nature of the relevant genres found to be fruitfully exercised therein. Under the subheading of Innovation we note the existential possibilities to be found in chaotic moments of re-direction and their ability to reveal new avenues of approach in our dealing with the variety of phenomena that characterize our living in this world before-others, with-others. Let me now list some tentative suggestions as to possible ideas whose practical implementation could possibly assist us in this post-postmodern era of the Contemporary (with its existential re-emphasis placed upon the world of the relational).  (565)


Because there is often a proliferation of bureaucratic forms and a paralysis of bureaucratic decision making a new approach to the dignity of the unemployed, the under-employed and the mis-employed may well start with the taking up of a basic living wage or a universal wage in lieu of a former raft of discriminatory pension schemes, benefits and the like. Let us assume that humans need to be pre-occupied and if they had an assured financial basis they might well be in better position perhaps to study, find appropriate work, do volunteer work, exercise their talents in a manner they might not have had the opportunity to be able to better develop otherwise. I am heartened to know in a similar regard that pensions, benefits, et., are probably best given and spent with as little regulation as possible and in the most efficient and effective form possible as judged on an evidential basis rather than deferring to our prejudices, expectations, ideological positions, etc, etc. The point I have in mind here is that it has been shown that homeless people cost society a certain average amount of money per homeless person, but, and this is the point I am making here, they actually cost society less if we were to give them minimal housing. Their cost on services is much greater that it makes greater economic sense, counter all ideological ideas to the contrary, that housing the homeless is actually a less expensive and more humane route for society to take. With a proliferation of regulations imposed upon a pension in Australia it is obvious that given limitations on the amount of money and assets you can have outside the ownership of your own residence that the need for the elderly person to downsize is an unproductive myth that now counters all reasonable reality. It makes more sense for a pension to won a mansion and have little in the way of movable assets given restrictions on their ability to take a pension. So, we get the political nightmare of an urban landscape where the elderly live in houses with more rooms than they might need and where new families cannot afford to find and buy homes with more than one room let alone rent the same. By simply abolishing the levels of assets a pensioner can possess you would then see them naturally gravitating to a position where they might feel it would be timely to downsize… and to the benefit of those in the market in need of a bigger residence. Here I agree with a neo-liberal policy position of less regulation but with the following proviso. ‘To regulate or not to regulate?’ is not a question that should be based on ideological prejudices but decided through the use of an evidential basis, and, the formation of policy formularization should be similarly based and tested. At the end of the day, we need to dialectically adjust policy formation between the goals of efficiency and effectiveness without regard to ideological pressures that might wish to rewrite our alignments as otherwise; where we must live with the reality of our lives as lived in a world where we must live together, and, hopefully, prosper together. (566)


A number of other ideas come to mind. With digital disruption of the Media governments should step in to ensure that relevant, informed levels of information are freely available along with all forms of reasonable critique be that from texts to patterns of behaviour; along with a critique of all forms of governance be that from governments to business, from our workplaces to our educational institutions, etc. In Australia, we have the ABC and SBS. Perhaps an online newspaper could be organized… perhaps along the lines of Wikipedia, i.e., written and critically appreciated by its readership. (567)


Interpersonal and communal relationships could also be enriched through the medium of the Internet by the formation of local homepage sites and applications, etc. In this regard, such innovations can be localized and community based. In effect, we often have a mixing and matching of information problem where various needs need to be suitably advertized and those desire matched, etc. The commercial implications, e.g., of this type of innovation could also help people with relatively limited resources to be able to make their finances go further (and counter neo-liberal trends that are more inclined to promote forms of monopolization of the marketplace). These types of innovation are already underway but need to be further encouraged. (568)


One area of concern that needs to be urgently addressed, as already noted, is the intersection of work and value formation. If people cannot find an adequate form of employment how are they to find a suitable degree of valuational formation otherwise? Or, how can forms of employment be reconstituted in a more humane manner that encourages positive forms of valuational formation? Or, in a parallel vein, e.g., how can indigenous people find forms of positive valuational formation given a lack of formal employment opportunities within their indigenous Nations? Here, I suspect, that there are no easy solution, certainly none that can be flown in so to speak, and, that local communities will need to find their own ‘profitable forms of work’ in that regard. In other words, viable economies of local forms of valuational formation need to be uncovered, explored, subjected to processes of innovation, refinement, etc. In this regard having a basic or universal wage or form of income might well be of assistance in this regard. Perhaps traditional economies, whatever their traditional background, need to be revisited and reinvested in? In this regard communities could ask themselves what priorities they would like to have realized and act accordingly in overseeing their realization. work done in the meantime being seen as ‘valuable’ and being recognized accordingly through some form of more formal valuation, i.e., be that in money or status, in forms of barter or some form of privilege that community can proffer. Again, I am an optimist, but, whatever endeavours are entered into they need to begin with the motivation of clearly formed intentions so that whatever ambitions and aspirations are put into play such clarity can suitably inform those first few steps enacted along the way. In all of this searching for positive valuation I am sure it is the small projects and programs that will more successfully enrich the prospects of their major and minor life-worlds and not those grander visions imported from outside that community that have no real roots in that locale. (569)


In my outline of this manifesto Striking Out I envisage a reversal and replacement of neo-liberal policy setting that are collectively adverse; i.e., inflict forms of adversity, like episodic redundancies, and exacerbate mis-equality be that inequity, dis-equity and/or non-equity. It is to be noted that the end-product of the relentless, incremental imposition of neo-liberally oriented policy settings is both bad economic and bad politics! Increasing levels of mis-equity stifles consumption and the economy eventually grinds to a halt. Increasing levels of economically induced adversity produces disgruntlement. Discontented votes are either non-engaged politically or send their votes to minor parties, populists, demagogues. The mass of non-engaged voters then favours those that are politically motivated to vote along more extreme lines. Populists are usually only pro-democratic to the extent they wish to be elected. With more people ignoring traditional parties and voting for smaller parties, demagogues and the like, we moving into a period of political instability that could well undermine our democratic way of life as we know it. Obviously, the cause of such malcontentment needs to be suitably addressed and redressed. I have argued in this extended-essay, and elsewhere, that the overall ideology behind neo-liberal policy settings is distorting our political-economies through over-emphasizing the economic over the political, through upsetting the balance between the compactual and the contractual dimensions of our societies, through dividing societies into so-called ‘winners and losers’ when, in such a divided society, we all become relative losers. Given, in truth, that we only profit through the cooperation of others it follows that for all of us to ruthlessly seek our own selfish goals no one at all would be able to achieve their aspiration including the so-called winners. So, heading in the selfish directions envisaged and desired by neo-liberal ideologues, eventually and inevitably, we will stand to lose… and lose everything! In the meantime, our democratic way of life is being interminably undermined by such an inhumane philosophy. Hence the urgency behind the formulation and dissemination of this manifesto Striking Out. Behind its outline is this raison d’être that we need to reverse and replace adverse neo-liberal policy settings, and/or, instigate an existential re-construction of the same along more responsible, humane lines of response. To such an end… let us strike out..!! (570)


In the next section-chapter of this extended-essay let me examine a central criticism of neo-liberal thought that demonstrates why such a philosophy should be deconstructed and replaced, indeed, why our lives should be existentially re-constructed in such a manner that honours our relationships as found by us, by-us… in this world as lived with-others, before-others…. (571)
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Section 9: 

0.    Brief Introduction


This chapter-section, as a short paper in its own right, aims to explore a number of ideas, more or less, in parallel. A friend of mine suggested that there could be a strong relationship between neo-liberalism and literary theory, deconstruction, postmodernism, etc. I am of the belief that deep, iconic motifs do seem to ideally and succinctly represent the times of the era in which they found their original gestation and, all too often, find their derivative dissemination thereafter. I will explore possible connections in this regard as a re-introduction to how the public experiences the phenomenal nature of the neo-liberal political-economic landscape be it at home, at work or in the marketplace. (572)


Then, to redress the adversity of this neo-liberal ‘terrorism’ of home, work and markets, I will propose a process of resolution through the uptake of the following manifesto(es). I do not use the word ‘terrorism’ lightly. As demonstrated in my fifth chapter-section, I examined both specific types of adversity meted out to people in the current political-economic climate and the various forms of mis-equity visited upon them; namely, past inequity, current dis-equity in wages and working conditions, and, future non-equity through the partial or complete loss of employment opportunities, etc. (573)


In this manifesto, we need to strike out all current and future policy settings, neo-liberally oriented or otherwise, that, on balance, have adverse consequences; strike out in a new direction that proffers the possibility of our being able to better engage in the home space, re-humanize our interactions in the workplace, and, morally oversee and re-write the amoral, if not the often immoral, machinations of the marketplace. (574)


This manifesto has four headings, each of which has three subheadings. ‘Circumscription’ is concerned with the corrosive influence that donations and the buying of influence have in promoting neo-liberal distortions of the political-economy. ‘Inscription’ is a demand for ‘transparency’ in both the workings of the political-economy and forms of lobbying operating therein; along with a need for ‘accountability’ in the formation and formularization of policies; and, a need for collective forms of ‘responsibility in order to accelerate decision making. ‘Circumscription’ is responsible for overseeing a reversal, a striking out and replacement of adverse forms of mis-equity through forms of existential re-construction. ‘Prescription’ deals with an ideal type of response in the amelioration of the adversity of neo-liberal policy setting, etc. There, under the subheading of ‘exploration’, we seek evidence-based forms of policy re-formation, etc. Under ‘consolidation’ we seek an existential clarification in conventions that assist in the better functioning of those genres, etc., and, where ‘innovation’ positively re-directs this prospect. (575)

*For the latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html

In a parallel to this manifesto titled ‘Striking Out’ I will also propose a more politically oriented manifesto to focus upon those measures that need to be better instituted in order to re-democratize all our major and minor life-worlds that constitute the democratically oriented foundations of this world as lived. I have titled this second manifesto ‘Out Striking’. Again, like the previous manifesto, it has four headings, each of which has three subheadings, and, in essence, mirrors the former manifesto; albeit it in recasting motivation in a more politically oriented direction. (576)

To conclude, I will examine the positive existential ramifications of these parallel manifestoes that should flow on in the wake of their adoption and adaptation, and, briefly argue what types of responses need to be in place in order to oversee how the constitution of the democratic foundations of our life-worlds could be better re-instituted. (577)


All life-worlds have democratic foundations, to varying degrees, given that the dissemination of power can only be through others to that extent they consent to forms of either co-option and/or co-operation, and, where such ‘cooperation’ must also be engaged with some variable degrees of mutual co-enactment. (578)

1.   The Neo-Liberal Relationship to Postmodernism, and v.v.

Can we examine neo-liberalism through a literary lens? I.e., observe whether this ideological phenomenon has significant parallels, e.g., to the ideological characteristics expressed through contemporaneous forms of postmodernist thought? (579)


It is my belief that fashionable styles in textual production, from all manner of classical texts as we know them, say, from novels to news articles in a newspaper, etc., to non-classical texts, say, from building designs to sculptures, etc., all reflect a distinctive manner in the resolution of the apparent dissonance in those texts. This distinctive manner of resolution gives ‘style’ its apparent sense of uniqueness, originality, as a manifestation with an iconic status seen as representative of those times that supported its perceived gestation. Let us assume that some form of an alignment of styles comes together in the flourishing of an iconic image or set of images, and, that under such an overall alignment the semblance of an icon or series of icons takes on an iconic status as representative of its era of gestation. We might question whether this apparent alignment of styles in the formation of an apparent ‘icon’ is either indicative of a process of co-association
 or an expression of deeper level of harmonic integration? Either way, such iconic formation is seen as representative of its era. That these distinctive co-associated or integrated modes of resolution, in the distinctive formation of apparent style, are then read and recognized, appreciated to have varying degrees of authenticity or inauthenticity, as belonging to a certain era or as simulating their stylistic belonging to a certain era. So, e.g., we have the Art Deco being seen as distinctively different from the preceding fashion for the Art Nouveau being, in many ways, a reaction to the over-iteration of its curves, organic shapes and asymmetries. In turn, the over-iteration of a distinctive vocabulary of motifs provokes a new set of reactions and we move into the distinctive productions of a new era… (580)


On a more discursive level we can perceive each era as wishing to deal with a certain range of problems and preoccupations whose fashionable resolutions also add to this semblance of an era even if its appreciation is often more recognized in hindsight rather than currently or prospectively. (581)


I would argue that this selective scoping of a range of issues and their invocation of fashionable styles in resolution would imply that ideological preoccupations in a certain semblance of era would also take on this appearance of being facets of this tendency for the similar or parallel formation of those more fashionable forms of production. In the light of this argument for fashionable modes of production, through either co-association and/or deeper forms of harmonic integration, it would be natural to ask in what manner a range of contemporary or near contemporaneous forms of fashionable production might be interrelated through such fashionable co-association or deeper forms of harmonic integration? In this regard, then, it would be quite natural to ask if we could find significant parallels, e.g., between the contemporaneous philosophies of postmodernism and neo-liberalism? (582)


I believe we can do so. One area of comparison that promises to be fruitful in this regard concerns questions of morality, or, rather a relative lack of morality in either ideological world. Let me briefly outline, in this regard, what significant parallels could be drawn between these two contemporary ideologies. (583)

2.    Neo-Liberal ‘Morality’


Postmodernism has been often criticized for either having no moral perspective (through forms of oversight or avoidance) or deconstructing traditional forms of morality and proffering no practical replacement/s for the same. The deconstruction of traditional hierarchies, without doubt, would also entail an automatic deconstruction of both their politics and their ethics. However such a critique, in the natural logic of its sweep, should not also de-privilege a pro-relational weighting towards the favouring of a natural prioritization of our relationships since it is only through our relationships can we find the positive formation of identity, functionality and value.
 Or, given that the dissemination of personal power (ambitions) and interpersonal power (aspirations) can only be mediated through the arbitrated auspices of our relationships it follows that whatever promotes the functioning of our relationships will also, overall, promote this discharge of arbitrated ambitions and aspirations. It then also follows that whatever promotes the richness and enrichment of our relationships could be treated as morally advantageous if such investments and their rewards are generally entertained not at the expense of other relationships be they more relevant or less relevant in orientation to the relationship in question. (584)


However, it would appear that most postmodernists either did not concern themselves with ethical considerations or deconstructed, directly or indirectly, the form of the morality under the scrutiny of such a critique. As a result, much of postmodernist thought is either non-morally oriented or amorally interested.
 Examining a spectrum of common neo-liberal attitudes we would find a similar non-concern for moral considerations or a critical downplaying of the importance of their role in determining political-economic behaviour and activity. It would appear that so-called ‘winners’ or ‘lifters’ are rewarded in political-economic or financial terms of reference. ‘Winners’ win what? Financial rewards, improved wages or salaries, perhaps supplemented with bonuses and other fringe benefits. But ‘money speaks’ and with financial success also comes greater social empowerment in a variety of forms. However, much of that success may well come from the financial and non-financial disempowerment of others. Bernie Sanders made the claim that “that ninety-nine percent of all new income today (is) going to the top one percent”.
 Economic production can only arise through the cooperation of others and it stands to ethical reason that those who participate and contribute to this process should also receive some fraction of its profitability beyond minimum levels of recompense in the form of wages and conditions. In this non-division of additional profitability we are not only creating a world of winners and losers but also creating one divided along such lines. The self-validation of success in such apparent moral-like terms of approbation also has the consequence of a dis-approbation of those that lose out whether they have relatively non-rewarded involvement in that type of a profitable enterprise or are just outside that type of enterprise. Then, the neo-liberal faith in the primacy of markets, as a mechanism to meet all forms of need, is also totally misplaced. As an attitude, it might find some degree of support through a selective use of anecdote, however, on an evidential basis such a faith driven position can be easily discounted through cogent arguments on a wide variety of grounds. E.g., businesses will cherry pick the more profitable areas of the market and are just as happy to completely avoid those areas that are either less profitable or non-profitable. E.g., markets are just as driven by fashions and are more inclined to over-invest in certain fields and under-invest in other areas of the market, indeed, completely avoid those areas of the market that find no commercial interest. E.g., businesses are so keen to maximize their profits that they are more than happy to minimize all forms of taxation even though the very existence of such businesses can only function in the political-economy that is politically determined and economically viable and whose security and stability is secured through taxation and its judicious expenditure. E.g., businesses can also be trans-national in orientation and demonstrate less or little concern for the communities and nations that give them an economically secure basis for their trans-national enterprises. All in all, business motivation is more interested in overseeing the orchestration of those productive increments that advance such enterprises without better considering the moral impact that could devolve from the overall consequences of such enterprises. (585)


Neo-liberally inspired trends in the political-economy have flattened the traditional morality of the marketplace to the extent that such an influence was once present. Neo-liberalism is patently amoral, generally not interested in moral considerations. Privileging the ‘bottom line’ and ever seeking ‘efficiency dividends’, and so on, such an ideology effectively overlooks the human dimension of our existence with others even though the dissemination of economic power is, and can only be, through the cooperation of others. Moreover, the abrogation of this moral dimension, for the amorality of the marketplace, is further co-opted by those even more interested in forms of profitability regardless of whether the course of their endeavours is either immoral in both its character and/or consequences. One manifestation of this immoral quest for greater company profitability, and greater personal enrichment to be extracted through such enterprises, is the recurrent infliction of episodic redundancies purely driven by ideological demands for the appearance of greater short-term profitability. Another adverse expression of this ideological positioning, practically the default position in economic thinking and practice, is to cut back on working conditions, such as penalty rates, e.g., in the mistaken belief that enhanced profitability will always perfectly translate into the hiring of more workers. The current predilection for the utilization of recurrent redundancies would seem to contradict such a policy direction. Additional profits are generally pocketed. It would seem also to be the case that when profitability rises it rises at a faster rate than any reemployment uptake? Furthermore, given policy formulation should be evidence based, when and where that can be conducted, it is shocking to see the clarion cries of trickle down economics still being advanced on the political stage of any developed, first world country.
 Is the promulgation of such a promise put forward by people who hope they will profit, wittingly and/or unwittingly, from such a position, or, is it merely the lazy way the ‘out of touch’ elites think and from which the wiser few will ‘immorally’ seek to exploit and ever take more profit at the expense of others?
 (586)


In terms of a moral dimension we see both ideologies, postmodernism and neo-liberalism, as (possessing an isomorphic or effectively invariant symmetry of) being relatively amoral, and, that on such a flat(tened) landscape the unscrupulous are better able to extract a profit to their advantage and, more than likely, at the expense of the others, and, often in an immoral fashion. We all live in a political-economic world that is more integrated in terms of the consequences of our interactions with others. The overall consequences of our enactions, be that as actions, inactions and/or non-actions, will be collectively shared but suffered in different ways and to different degrees. Without doubt, an increase in the overall level of inequality does not bode well for the democratically oriented institution of our life-worlds; be they major or minor in their discursive orientation. Increasing personal mis-equity leads to a greater degree of social disgruntlement. Such discontentment finds itself reflected in either democratic detachment from the electoral process and/or a democratic attachment to populist and/or minor parties at the general expense of the political stability and expertise usually associated with the dominance of major parties. Active malcontents, i.e., the one percent of the one percent in terms of financial wealth, are driving a process where passive malcontents, i.e., ninety-nine point nine nine percent of the population are seeing and/or are fearful of finding, to varying degrees, a possible or further exacerbation of their current standard of living. We could say that ‘desperate people seek desperate solutions; while the even more desperate will seek an ever more desperate form of resolution’. Both populists and extremists find this disenchantment fertile grounds for witting or unwitting recruitment. Then, when a demagogue informs such potential constituents that they are listening to their problems and want to help, and, are seen to proffer simple slogans and solutions as enticements to advance ‘their’ cause
 it is no wonder we are seeing, world wide, an ongoing, relentless attrition of the membership of major political parties; wide spread forms of electoral protest; the formation of dissenting parties, centered around populist demagogues, that redefine themselves through ugly forms of exclusion and an inevitable misbegotten nostalgia with an idealized sense of the past that never really was ever the case for most of those people who actually lived in that so-called ‘golden’ era, etc. (587)

Most professional politicians, attached to relatively more traditional parties, are ever telling us that ‘they are listening’ to the people voicing the important issues confronting their electorates. But most of these politicians, it would appear are metaphorically ‘deaf’ to the deeper causes of such disgruntlement. It would seem they are ever wedded, as if immersed in concrete, to a rampant neo-liberalism well-past its due by date. That the solution to such problems is the mistaken neo-liberal belief that all we need is more of the same, indeed, even more of the same. However, some politicians, across the political spectrum, have been warming us about the collective political and economic costs and consequences of such adverse policy settings that further promote and do not reverse processes of mis-equity. Only when all influential politicians are engaged in a (non-existential) reversal and (existential) replacement of such adverse policy setting will the general public feel that, at last, they are being truly listened to. In the meantime, more often than not, it is back to work as normal with vain declarations to the effect, e.g., that companies paying less tax will promote an even greater level of employment with amplified levels of recompense, better conditions of work, and, even more taxation paid in the future from this greater level of prosperity, etc. So, when we hear the mention of one more imminent process of privatization being hawked by its direct and indirect promoters, and where such a scheme is all too often rebadged as a so-called ‘reform’, then we must ask who will really stand to benefit in say ten years time knowing what we do about the nature of commercial imperatives?
 All in all, we do not need to look too far to see how neo-liberal ideological thought has been co-opted to enrich the very wealthy at the relative expense of nearly everyone else. The augmentation of personal wealth, in and of itself, ethically acquired is not here in dispute. However, with increasing profitability, it is natural to expect a reasonable proportion of that profit to be shared with others, and, in a similar manner, through out the entire extent of that economy, to the wider betterment of that society. Over the course of the last century and into the current era enormous gains in productivity have been and are being made through the more efficient use of mechanization, automation, computerization, miniaturization, convergence, robotization, etc. But, increasingly, this creation of additional wealth is not being spread throughout societies but being transferred to this one percent of the one percent. The ensuing mis-equity, we are informed, will have profound ramifications for the viable performance of our democracies. Disgruntled electors are more likely to chose populist and other demagogues over traditional party politics and, in the process of political transition, we lose the traditional ability of parties to practically expedite policy formulation across the entire political-economy. In the place of such a relatively smooth political operation that we have grown used to we must now expect a more bumpy ride to say the least. In this regard, it is my optimistic hope, that we chose ‘evolution rather than revolution’ since the latter has never rewarded the majority of those who have had to suffer under the choice of such a disruptive option. It could be said that in a revolution we merely trade one elite for another with a mass of inevitable suffering both in between and thereafter... (588)


Obviously, people are seeking a change in the current direction of our political thought. A change that will seriously address and redress issues that devolve from an exacerbation in inequality, etc., i.e., as I have argued, in a reversal of mis-equity, etc. To this end I propose the following manifesto entitled Striking Out.
 Through such a device we set out to re-framing of our various roles in the political-economy (with a hyphen). In a parallel manifesto, entitled Out Striking, I envisage the politically aware person to existentially re-frame the political economy, the realm of politics, as noted without a hyphen, in such a manner so as to expedite the relevant enrichment of our interactions with-others, before-others.
 (589)

3.    The Urgent Need for a Manifesto


A central criticism of neo-liberal ideology (and postmodernism as well) is its amoral stance derived through an overlooking, avoidance and/or deconstruction of traditional morality and its non-replacement with an existentially viable equivalent to guide us in this Contemporary era lest this evacuated space is co-opted by those seeking to profitably exploit the same through relatively immoral means! (590)


To redress the neo-liberally induced distortions of the political-economic landscape let me earnestly promote the following manifesto by noting both what needs to be done and why that type of response is called for. (591)


Elsewhere I have argued that the takeover of a major discourse and its successful replacement by a minor discourse, that now becomes the new major discourse, is a process that needs to observe either both the effective deconstruction of that major discourse and its effective replacement by the successful minor discourse, or, the existential re-construction of the same enacted as one effective process of transformation. Either way, the necessary and sufficient pre-conditions, conditions and post-conditions of such a successful transition or transformation need to be observed. (592)


Why is there this urgent need to re-direct the trajectories of our ideologically mis-directed and mis-aligned political-economies? All forms of ideology are extremist in their redirection, and, their ensuing mis-alignment with the current reality of the political-economy damages that political-economy in proportion to the degree of such non-alignment.  Contemporary political-economies have become highly distorted through their over-adherence, primarily, to neo-liberally oriented policy settings. Through the overall enaction of such policy settings, adversity has been directly and immediately inflicted upon many of the inhabitants of our democratically oriented life-worlds, and, directly or indirectly but non-immediately, and over a certain period of time, upon many more of those who have also been afflicted through an exacerbation of various forms of mis-equity. Even those who feel they done very well out of current intergenerational distortions of the political-economy should pause for the moment and think what additional costs they would have to incur if they were to sell their house, should they have one, and wished to move to a similar property in the same suburb? Would they have enough finance to make this transition, or, are they, too, only left to go down market like everyone else still in a position to buy back into such a market?
 (593)


The argument pointed out by various economists, politicians, political-economists, philosophers and the like is that excessive mis-equity is both bad politics and bad economics!
 Moreover, we seem to remain headed on a course that only promotes further levels of political-economic adversity and mis-equity. That such perversity is translated into increasing disgruntlement, and, this amplified discontentment is transmitted politically through a diminishment of traditional party politics, the creation of small populist parties and the disruptions of their demagoguery and inevitable incompetence should they directly or indirectly get to re-direct policy settings, etc. Then, in the wake of such disruptions, a disordered society could be created if such trends are not suitably reversed and existentially re-directed in more political-economically profitable directions; i.e., in and through a pro-democratically oriented re-institution of our relatively democratically constituted life-worlds.
 (594)

4.    The Motivational Objectives and Form of this Manifesto

These two manifestoes note such an observance where the first heading (in either manifesto) deals with pre-conditions, namely, the removal of the corrosive effects that unregulated, unaccounted for and excessive forms of donation have on the political-economic system, and, how through such forms of influence in recent times political-economies have become far too open to neo-liberally oriented policy advice that has more often favoured business interests, the concerns of the wealthy, etc., at the expense of the general public.
 Such distortions can be measured as forms of inequity; as expressed through its subdivisions of mis-equity. (595)


The second heading (in both manifestoes) deals with a positive take on what conditions should be present, namely greater levels of transparency, personalized accountability and collectively arrived at responsibility. (596)


The third heading (in both manifestoes) deals with a negative take on what conditions should be present, i.e., a reversal and replacement of all forms of policy settings that promote overall adverse forms of mis-equity. (597)


Ideally, our fourth heading (in both manifestoes) deals with positive post-conditions, i.e., consequences that overseer the creation, preservation, conservation and meta-conservation of greater levels of enrichment in valuational formation on both personal-private and inter-personal-public levels of aspiration. (598)


Under the pre-conditional heading of Circumscription (or Imputation in the more politically oriented second manifesto) we note the need to circumscribe the adverse influence of donations without removing the non-adverse aspects of donations (say, as a method to politically engage and enlist members of the voting public). The electoral race to amass more funds than your political opponents and translate that into advertized forms of influence misdirects politicians towards becoming permanent fundraisers and influence peddlers. Restrictions should also apply to the quanta of advertizing. Moreover, in the same vein, the apparent buying of votes in an electorate with schemes that smack of blatant pork-barreling should also be circumvented by the use of a relatively independent panel, with an apposite spectrum of political representation hopefully able to compromise along bipartisan or multi-partisan lines of cooperation. Then, corrupt influence also comes in the form of benefits taken in order to either promote the selective welfare of the benefactor and/or de-promote forms of non-benefaction that might occur through the non-redirected enaction of certain policy settings. Furthermore, implied benefits can occur with the movement of politicians to the boards of business, think tanks, consultancies and the like upon their exiting from the political arena. Lastly, national bodies equipped for the successful monitoring of corruption should also be instituted! (599)


Under Inscription (and Reputation) there is an emphasis placed upon adequate and suitable levels of transparency in all forms of lobbying; a personalized form of accountability in order to know who is able to promote non-radical directions in policy formation and/or radical re-directions within the same; along with a corporate collectivity in responsibility in order to accelerate decision making that is also delivered in such a public and transparent manner. (600)


Under Proscription (and Re-Computation) we envisage a reversal and replacement and/or existential re-construction of those policy settings that collectively exaggerate forms of mis-equity such as past inequity, present dis-equity and future non-equity. By ‘existential re-construction’ I envisage a re-humanization of the relevant political-economic landscape through taking a pro-relational stance that oversees an overall enrichment in valuational formation on both personal and social levels of enactment. (601)


Under Prescription (and Disputation
) evidence-based policy exploration, consolidation (of genre conventions) and (existentially oriented) innovation are collectively entertained in order to reverse, replace and/or re-construct a viable package of policy settings charged with the realization of the discharge of certain positive political objectives in the political-economy. (602)


Thence this political platform as envisaged through the use of these manifestoes. That this type of platform is contra neo-liberal, basically counter-ideological, and, seeks a relatively non-disruptive sense of a transition or transformation in a shift away from a neo-liberally distorted political-economy and as one which is to be arrived at through incremental evolution rather than realized through the lengthy and ineffective disruptions of a revolution! (603)

5.    Existential Re-Construction


I define ‘existential’ orientation as a ‘pro-relational perspective’, and ‘existentially oriented experience’ as the ‘experience of this pro-relational perspective from the metaphorical point of view of the relationship itself’. We have this transcendental-like ability to see things from a perspective other than that merely constructed by us, for us. How else could we read the apparent intentions of others, etc? Such intentional constructions, as experienced by ourselves and others, are refined through iterative reconstruction as entertained in intentional retention otherwise we could hold no thought long enough to experience the intentional content and context of that thought (now rendered as an ‘idea’ that can be engaged through the iterative nature of this intentional process). Our awareness of existentially oriented experience, on reflection, should declare such experience to be quite different from that entailed in self-reports (or other-reports). We find a non-historical, immediacy of experience in the so-called ‘eternal now’. Geographical limitations appear as if overcome, and, we find degrees of attunement with others through our relationships seeming beyond a level of mere speculation, etc. In this apparent mutual resonance with others we can then see ourselves as being in a relationship with the non-otherness of that other with whom we are in a relationship and that textual expression of this mutual engagement can then be redefined as being ‘by-us’, ‘for-us’.  (604)


I have argued elsewhere that existentialization is of the relatively non-existential and not of the relatively existential. With this insight, we can view ‘existential re-construction’ as an enlargement of the existentiality already present at the existential core of that ‘relational world’ as experienced through this existentialization of its relative non-core, non-existential aspects. In this regard ‘re-construction’ is not reversal and replacement but re-construction of what is already present although that does not need to exclude these processes of reconstructions through reversal and/or replacement. (605)


I make a distinction between ‘non-chaotic processes of reiterative reconstruction’ and ‘chaotically re-directed re-direction’ in a ‘re-iterative process of re-construction’. Chaotic re-direction, from a point of bifurcation, can have consequences that are positive, neutral or negative, and, it is hoped that the institution of a process of existential ‘re-direction’ is ‘existential’ in tenor through the positive amplification of the valuational formation therein and thereafter engendered. (606)


In the light of the above we can now view ‘existential re-construction’ as ‘the institution of a chaotic process of intervention that relatively and radically amplifies the valuational formation already present through this process of an enrichment of value, etc.’ The use of this expression ‘existential’ also indicates that such intervention apparently is instituted through the ‘being the relationship itself or our acting on its behalf in a manner consistent with the being of that being’. That a relationship has this ‘power’ to ‘intervene on its own behalf or inform us as to how we should act on its behalf’ through the existential fact that ‘wholes are ‘greater than the sum of their parts’ and this difference in energy, is experienced as an existential surplus or existential excess, and, that this differential has this ability to affect such chaotic re-direction, hopefully, in a more positive and productive direction. (607)


On reflection upon our experiences in this world as lived we usually acquire this discrimination to discern the relative positivity of our enactions, i.e., actions, inactions and/or non-actions. (608)


What are the ramifications of existential re-construction along with the reversal and/or replacement of relatively non-existential, adverse policy settings; be they neo-liberal inspired or otherwise? (609)


A re-humanization of the world as lived with-others, before-others! The return of a greater degree of existentially oriented concern and care that should already have been there in the first place to an extent needed to existentially and successfully respond to both ‘what is found to hand’ and ‘what is found being needed to hand’. Furthermore, through a diminishment in this neo-liberally inspired ‘terrorism’ of this world as lived we will also see a diminishment in the adversity and mis-equity inflicted by such inhumane policy formation and formularization. On this reclaimed ground of lived-experience we would also find a reversal of those trends that have reversed an effective de-democratization of our live-worlds. Let me clarify the import of this last claim. (610)

6.    The Existential Re-Constitution of Democratic Life-Worlds


“He that hath ears to hear, let him hear”.
 Most people are not deaf, so people who are not deaf should be able to hear. In this regard, we must wonder if most of our politicians are deaf since they are continually being informed about the increasing adversity and mis-equity of their electorates, but, oblivious to such suffering, they continue to indulge in political trivia of one-upmanship as if it were business as usual. Without a doubt, politicians are in a position to be well-informed; what with continual polling, focus groups, visiting and being visited by members of their electorates, committees, reports, expert discussions and commentaries, etc. So, why this apparent degree of non-comprehension? (611)


As if like fish in a deep sunlit pond with crystal clear water we can see but we do not see the water itself. The current major political-economic discourse, for a number of decades, is that of a neo-liberal ideological persuasion. It is the default position in how we both frame political economic problems and how we might wish to resolve such issues. However, to see that that is the way we see is to appreciate the manner of our seeing. Indeed, to see, e.g., how neo-liberally oriented formulations of suites of policy settings are actually contributing to such exacerbated adversity and mis-equity is to start to be insightful in that same regard. However, such insight also needs to take on board that a rectification of this exacerbated adversity is not to continue to promote the same kinds of policy settings that contributed to this increasing adversity in the first place. Politically, the damage is already done, and, to undo this damage a long, slow process of rectification will have to be undergone. The relentless imposition of neo-liberally oriented policy settings, collectively, has gamed the system in the favour of that one percent of the one percent. On the other hand, in a political system where a standard of living has been rising for most people that ‘observation’ may not be so apparent. However, should they enter a period where an overall standard of living is on the decline, or has been on the decline for some time, then it may become more apparent that political-economic value created in that economy is being mis-distributed, and, where, as such, it becomes increasingly obvious that ‘bad economic is also bad politics, and v.v!’ Disgruntle people are no longer voting for traditional parties that don’t seem to be listening to them. As a result, we seem to be moving into a period of political instability through both a loss of a viable party politics and its apparent paralysis or preoccupations with political trivia, and, the effective replacement of such traditional parties by small parties centered around populists who demagoguery is often anti-democratic, have little sense of what it means to be politically professional, cause endless forms of disruption, demonstrate either a degree of incompetence that is disastrous or a degree of competence that installs an agenda that proves to be antithetical to our democratic way of life…. (612)


What do our professional politicians need to hear? That many policies need to be reversed, replaced and/or existentially re-constructed in a manner that restores value for all people, in such a manner that re-enriches and re-humanizes this world as lived! In this regard, just what policies need to be seriously re-considered, seen as neo-liberally oriented, and, how we might address and redress such ideological distortions as entailed there?! Let me suggest a few these adverse policy settings, citing an Australian context. That, through understanding the neo-liberal bias behind their formulation and formularization, hopefully, we might then see more clearly just what needs to be rectified! (613)

1.   That episodic redundancies in business and civil service should be circumscribed.

2.   Downsizing that results in loss of quality of service yet demands increasing fees.

3.   The increased costs/reduced services present in health insurance.

4.   Privatizations that tax users to a greater degree than if they had not been instituted.

5.   Capital gains on property set at fifty percent (on commercial property).

6.   Negative gearing that favours property investment rather that home ownership.

7.   A property/rental market too open to overseas ownership and/or investment.

8.   Companies able to circumvent the payment of their taxes.

10. Superannuation settings that favour the better paid worker.

11. Reductions in weekend penalty rates that hurt more both the poor and women.

12. Inequality in the work place w.r.t. gender, skills, responsibilities and recompense.

13. Reduction in wages or salaries through redefinition of job descriptions.

14. Any policy platform that invokes a form of trickle down economics.

15. Increased prices for governmental services with no improvement in delivery.

16. University and VET fees (invoking a simplistic user pays mentality).

17. Privatization of health care.

18. Policies that weaken union participation and their role in arbitration.

19. Policies that weaken regulations from the economy to the environment.

20. Policies that deprecate the unemployed, disabled and pensioners, etc. (614)


Insight depends upon our having of an insightful frame of reference. Neo-liberalism cannot be ‘seen’ by us, and, politicians cannot ‘hear’ the real cause of our concerns without having the prior education of creating the right mental frame of reference in order to the clearly appreciate the phenomenon in question. Whether that phenomenon is there to be correctly perceived is another matter, but, when the investment of our interest, in this regard, is more than returned then we find such insight more than reinforced. In this light one may question whether neo-liberalism is an actual phenomenon or a set of disparate phenomena? However, having examined this question I am now of the opinion that we do have an apparent phenomenon by virtue of the fact that neo-liberal ideological philosophy is an excessive privileging of the individual with an equal de-privileging of community and government. Hence its promotion of competition, profit, removal of regulations, downsizing the civil service, and a disguised disregard of others… (615)


As I have argued, the dissemination of personal power is only through the cooperation of others. Our personal ambitions and interpersonal aspirations can only be navigated and negotiated through the arbitration of others. It behooves us, therefore, to be respectful of others since it is only through others that we can make both our passage and progress in this world as lived with-others… (616)

In this light, we need to see the role to be played by this dimension of the existential. In deferring to our relationships, through a suspension of both ‘self’ and ‘other’, we put ourselves in a position to act on the behalf of our relationships as we find ourselves encompassed by their embrace and empowered by the same… to be re-directed through this surplus of excess value to be essentially found at the very center of those relationships… and holistically expressed from every point in that relationship albeit from their own sense of perspective. (617)
As stated, neo-liberalism is both bad economics and bad politics! Mis-equity disrupt the economy of consumption for all concerned; both the poor and the wealthy. Passive malcontentment translates into disgruntled forms of politics where the democratic tenor of our live-worlds is incrementally undermined. Hence an urgent need for a reversal and replacement of neo-liberal policies and/or their existential re-construction… in order to re-institute the continuity and advancement of our democratic way of life! (618)
Striking Out! – A New Four-Part Political-Economic Manifesto:

I.
Circumscription of donations/influence: In relation to:

1. Private – capped at some small amount – published if amount is greater than say $1000 but no greater than, say, $10,000/controls on the buying of influence.

2. Public or Organizational – only to a non-party, democratic fund or capped at, say, $10,000.

3. Governmental – set funding of parties. Non-virtual advertizing only during elections. Mandatory websites. Capped at $x per candidate. Such money for candidate and/or party. Bipartisan oversight of electoral disbursement of funds (to avoid pork-barreling, etc.).

II.
Inscription of all transactions from lobbying to debating legislation,
 etc:

1. Transparency – of all documentation, all transactions, etc.

2. Accountability – personal signatures on all forms of enaction.

3. Responsibility – demonstration of communal responsibility for enaction.

III.
Proscription – reversal of all adverse process-descriptions of mis-equity:

1. Contra-inequity – reversal of inequity through wealth transfers.

2. Contra-dis-equity – reversal of lost conditions and creation of better ones.

3. Contra-non-equity – reversal of non-equity through re-organization of 

employment/introduction of basic or universal income.

IV.
Prescription for the existential re-self-organization of the political-economy:

4. Exploration – Existential forms of intervention that productively balance the

 political-economy, etc., (based on a discovery of correlations).

5. Consolidation – Institution of a refinement of our genre conventions, etc., 

(based on relevant forms of accommodation).

6. Innovation – The existential realization of an enrichment of our relationships 

(based on transformations that positively re-enrich the nature of our interactions).

E.g., possible, independent government support for the Media in this age of the Internet; a reconstitution of the concepts of work, human dignity, positive valuational formation; etc. (such innovations seeking existentially oriented forms of transformation through a striking out in new directions when and where called for!). [522] (619)

Out Striking! – A New Four-Part Political (Economic) Manifesto:

I.
Imputation of donations/influence: In relation to:

1. Private – capped at some small amount – published if amount is greater than say $1000 but no greater than, say, $10,000/controls on the buying of influence.

2. Public or Organizational – only to a non-party, democratic fund or capped at, say, $10,000.

3. Governmental – set funding of parties. Non-virtual advertizing only during elections. Mandatory websites. Capped at $x per candidate. Such money for candidate and/or party. Bipartisan oversight of electoral disbursement of funds (to avoid pork-barreling, etc.).

II.
Reputation of all transactions from lobbying to debating legislation,
 etc:

1. Transparency – of all documentation, all transactions, etc.

2. Accountability – personal signatures on all forms of enaction.

3. Responsibility – demonstration of communal responsibility for enaction.

III.
Re-Computation – reversal of all adverse process-descriptions of mis-equity:

1. Contra-inequity – reversal of inequity through wealth transfers.

2. Contra-dis-equity – reversal of lost conditions and creation of better ones.

3. Contra-non-equity – reversal of non-equity through re-organization of 

employment/introduction of basic or universal income.

IV.
Disputation for the existential re-self-organization of the political economy:

7. Exploration – Existential forms of intervention that productively balance the

 political-economy, etc., (based on a discovery of correlations).

8. Consolidation – Institution of a refinement of our genre conventions, etc., 

(based on relevant forms of accommodation).

9. Innovation – The existential realization of an enrichment of our relationships 

(based on transformations that positively re-enrich the nature of our interactions).

E.g., possible, independent government support for the Media in this age of the Internet; a reconstitution of the concepts of work, human dignity, positive valuational formation; etc. (such innovations seeking existentially oriented forms of transformation through a striking out in new directions when and where called for!). (620)



   Noël Tointon, Sydney and Leura, 22.6.17.
Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy

Through Engaging its Malcontents

And Promoting its Progressive Proponents
10.   Synopsis

Mirroring the theoretical, practical and critical we can view the discipline of political-economics as possessing three subdisciplines of politics, economics and stylistics. (S1)

Politics has the role of governing without directly profiting, whereas, in contrast, economics is the creation, preservation, conservation and meta-conservation of commercial valuation. (S2)

However, in governing, the political world must interact with the economic world, and v.v., hence the (super-)discipline of political-economics; as well as noting that issues of governance must also concern the running of a business. (S3)

The political-economy can also see its three divisions in turn treated through a theoretical lens, etc., giving us the nine classifications of politicians, civil servants, overseers; economists, executives, accountants; and critics, managers, officers of compliance. (S4)

In such a scheme, there is a need to observe a professional form of horizontal association and non-separation, whilst, on a vertical or diagonal axis, a professional form of association and segregation or isolation or separation should be in play. (S5)

Politics is the navigation
 and negotiation; through arbitration, between various political imperatives formulated in a space within and between personal ambitions and social aspirations in an economy of aspiration. (S6)

Ambitions and aspirations are centered in an aspirational economy concerned with the dialectical interaction and resolution of a phenomenological ‘what’, an existential ‘why’, and, a hermeneutical ‘how’. (S7)

The resolution of political imperatives enstructures policy formation wherein theoretical political thematization, practical economic implementation, and critical stylistic appreciation join in policy formulation. (S8)

Policies underlie the relationship between those three subdisciplines in factors or instruments of alignment, read in frames or contexts of alignment and invoke ‘transformational points of intersection’ as ‘transformational points of re-direction’. (S9)

These aspects can also be read, respectively, as differentials, non-differentials and meta-differentials; i.e., the distinctive identity or central condition of that discipline; functional aspects that links ‘what’ with ‘why’ through ‘how’; and, their valuation. (S10)

Invoking harmonic theory, these elements represent dissonance, resolution and accommodation but should be read as background consonance, focal dissonance and their ensuing resolution paralleling valuational formation of function, identity, and value. (S11)

This harmonic progression, in the transmission and dissemination of valuation formation, is also expressed through a textual economy of meta-textual genres (and con-texts), textual depositions, and, non-textual simulations. (S12)

In political-economics we can read neo-liberally related phenomena as an apparent phenomenon based on a pro-individualistic competitive stance with a contra-socialistic sense of small government, etc. (S13)

Hence underlying connections between competition, privileging self-effort, privatization, globalization, promotion of small government, downsizing the civil service, outsourcing, periodic redundancies, trickle-down economics, less regulation, lower taxation, etc. (S14)

When in reality the dissemination of any form of personal power can only be through the cooperation enacted through the auspices of others, and v.v! (S15)

Thence this necessity for the resolution of all apparent imperatives in a space between personal ambitions and social aspirations, etc., with hopefully, therein and thereafter, existentially sustained richness and progressive enrichment. (S16)

The redirected incremental advancement or retreat of enaction will always meet, hypothetically, a point of chaotic re-direction wherein a differential re/presentation of valuation will take either a negative, neutral or positive complexion. (S17)

All forms of ideologically driven enaction distort their ensuing economies thence their need for forms of overall transcendental suspension in order to reverse such decentering and de-alignment with the lived-reality of their situatedness. (S18)

Ideological prejudice locates us in this world of lived-experience, but, the suspension of the same then better aligns us through existentially oriented re-alignment. (S19)

Alignment through re-alignment and re-de-mis-alignment wherein existentailization is a pro-relational attitude that treats the relatively non-existential. (S20)

That a major discourse can be undermined either through non-existentially oriented deconstruction or reversal and replacement, or, existentially oriented reversal through existentialization of the representation of that relational situatedness. (S21)

In embracement, we existentially engage our physical embodiment/s, embeddedness/es with others in an overlapping sea of relationships), and, our embankment/s with the environmental world. (S22)

In the emplacement of our embracement within this world as lived, because intentional aspirations cannot be perfectly realized immediately, we will ever experience a feeling of displacement which can only be remediated through ongoing (re-)de-displacement. (S23)

Through neo-liberally oriented incremental resetting of policy settings, as with any other ideologically driven forms of distortion, the political-economy has been de-centered which is both bad economics and bad politics… (S24)

A metaphorical ‘economy’ arises through ‘circulation’ wherein ‘consumption’ is productive, directly and/or indirectly, of ‘re-invested production’, and so on… (S25)

Hence a need to steer a middle course between pure profit, pure investment, or pure consumption given their mutual correlativity! (S26)

Excessive and relentlessly driven forms of mis-equity is bad politics given natural disgruntlement, disenchantment, malcontentment and the disenfranchisement and disempowerment of minor life-worlds (by major life-worlds), etc. (S27)

That such disgruntlement feeds into political discontentment which is a fertile ground for the healthy rising of smaller parties and the unhealthy demagoguery of populists or, ultimately, the anti-democratic forces of ideological extremists. (S28)

When democratic representation is distorted by ideological over-representation an ongoing alignment with the general electorate is dis-established. (S29)

Politicians need to both listen and understand their electorates for the better survival of both parties and thence this need for a re-centering of the political spectrum given its relentless neo-liberally inspired policy resetting. (S30)

At the center of such ongoing rectification, politicians must no longer be beholden to excessive and unsuitable donations, the buying of influence, non-transparent forms of lobbying and excessive advertising, etc. (S31)

Hence this political manifesto titled ‘Striking Out’ under its four heading of circumscription, inscription, proscription and prescription. (S32)

Circumscription through limits on personal donations and the buying of influence, be the latter through current or past politicians, etc; circumscribing donations from organizations, etc; and, governmental recompense and oversight of electoral promises, etc. (S33)

Inscription through the reasonably organized processes of textual representation that entail persistently promoted transparency, the promotion of individualized accountability, and, the promotion of a collectively organized semblance of responsibility. (S34)

Proscription through the deconstruction and replacement, and/or, existentially oriented reversal of all forms of mis-equity, namely, past inequity, current dis-equity and future non-equity. (S35)

Prescription through phenomenologically oriented exploration of evidence-based policy re-setting, hermeneutically oriented consolidation of suitable conventions, and, existentially oriented searches for forms of innovation that amplify valuational formation. (S36)

The systematic nature of the existential orientation being co-equivalent with transcendental, trans-cognitive, judgmental, trans-conceptual, trans-perceptual, pro-relational, trans-economic, trans-resolutional, trans-harmonic, etc. (S37)

Moving our critical appreciation from the non-systematic, existentially indicative to the systematic, existentially delineated and re-defined along with a noting of existentially distinctive hallmarks, etc., in a self-confirmation of such existential re-alignment. (S38)

Through relatively superficial deconstruction and replacement, or, relatively non-superficial existentially oriented reversal through the turning around of the relatively non-existential nature of its pre-conditions, etc. (S39)

By such means overseeing the existential re-construction of the political-economy through a reversal of neo-liberal ideological distortions, the re-institution of suitable regulations (that dialectically engage both effectiveness and efficiency), etc! (S40)

The ethos of neo-liberalism has its alignment in postmodernism along with its inchoate moral relativism through its deconstruction of traditional morality, etc. (S41)

Moral observance has become an empty shell through the amoral valuation of relentlessly driven neo-liberal policy settings which, in turn, have become immorally co-opted by the discursive successfulness of neo-liberal validation. (S42)

Winning in a game is judged a noble objective that validates the playing of that game and automatically appropriates its associated dissemination of power as exercised through its conventions. (S43)

But success can only be realized through the arbitration with others and, so, no winner can ever win through their own efforts alone; in non-delusional reality only winners-and-losers who are defined and/or self-defined as having either more ‘won’ or ‘lost’. (S44)

The democratic life-world is founded on this arbitration in the dissemination of power with others, and, in turn, founders on this lack of arbitration exercised through a loss in the balance of those same conventions. (S45)

A democracy more beholden to economic power promotes the immoral co-option of the amoral neo-liberal landscape with all ensuing forms of mis-equity which then invites disgruntlement; division and diminution of parties; populists and their demagoguery. (S46)

This same manifesto that strikes out, reverses and replaces neo-liberal policy settings can also be read as a democratic manifesto ‘Out Striking’ under similar headings, etc. (S47)

‘Imputation’ through donation of democratic inputs; organized forms of contra-mis-equity like, e.g., social housing; governmental transfers; and, ‘reputation’ in professionally conducted transparency; accountability; responsibility on the democratic stage. (S48)

‘Re-Computation’ by democratic observance of contra-inequity; contra-dis-equity; contra-non-equity like, e.g., a basic wage tax-deducted for local tax payers; and, ‘disputation’ by democratic exploration; consolidation; innovation of valuational enrichment.
 (S49)

Calling out the immoral; culling the amoral; sighting existential re-construction; overseeing democratic re-constitution… through such insight embracing the pro-relational morality of a dynamically balanced, mutual co-enrichment of our relationships!! (S50)

Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy

Through Engaging its Malcontents

And Promoting its Progressive Proponents
11.   Synopsis: Expanded, &, Contracted:

Expanded Commentary

(S1-S3): To properly discuss ne-liberalism we need to note that political-economics (with a hyphen) is its own discipline and cannot be merely reduced to politics, economics or stylistics. Why? Because politics is in the ‘business’ of governing and not making a profit, etc., and, business in the ‘business’ of creating, preserving, conserving and meta-conserving commercial value; i.e., making a profit, etc. However, politics can only have its policies primarily enacted in and through an economic process of implementation and so there must be an interface between politics and economics, i.e., the realm of the political-economic. However, assuming an economy, namely, the political-economic realm of transactions exists then we have to invoke a third dialectical aspect, namely, stylistics. These three interacting aspects of the politics, economics and stylistics mirror, respectively, the textual/phenomenal-phenomenological/theoretical; met-textual (genres/con-texts)/hermeneutical/practical; and, non-textual/existential/critical dimensions. Together they form the integrated ground for policy formation, namely political thematization; economic implementation; and stylistic criticism. Policies are central to the political-economy and the neo-liberal distortion of this economy is enacted through re-setting policies in a neo-liberally oriented direction. Moreover, processes of iteration incrementally shifted will eventually reach points of bifurcation that can have positive, negative and/or neutral consequences for that economy. In this regard, as single and/or collected policies, it is possible for distortions to further distort the economy beyond the intentions that engineered the formation of those policies in the first place. In this light, we need to understand the nature of the political-economy, beyond he merely political or economic, etc., in order to better understand the chaotic and non-chaotic consequences of policy formation; i.e., policy thematization, implementation and critical appreciation; i.e., policy formulation and formularization (when clearly spelt out as to how it to be enacted across the political-economy). (Ca[1-3])

(S4-S5): As a philosophical principle, we have an ‘economy’ when we have circulation, and, ‘circulation’ necessitates circulation between at least three facets, aspects, dialectical moments, poles, ideal polarities, etc. So, the discipline of politics treated as an economy (i.e., as a political economy without the hyphen) means we have to envisage three correlative, dialectical poles. In this regard, again, we can invoke theoretical, practical and critical dimensions within the realm of the political by noting the political arena, the civil service (that implement the political thematization of policies) and a critical realm of political oversight through committees, bodies instituted for dealing with political corruption, monitoring of the formularization of political bills, etc. Now, we can do this also within economics, as a commercial realm (and as the site for the implementation of policies), and within stylistics (and its concerns for the critical appreciation of policies). This gives us the nine professions (and sub-sub-disciplines) as noted in S4. The important point to note is that, horizontally, those professions that are primarily theoretical, practical or critical can freely interrelate, professionally, with their co-theoretical, co-practical or co-critical counterparts respectively, but, not in such a free professional manner either vertically or diagonally disposed in this schematic matrix of 3 x 3. So, politicians can free associate with economics or critics but not with their civil service, oversees, or, with executives or managers, etc. ‘Executives’ being defined as dealing with the day to day running of a company. ‘Managers’ being defined as dealing with the new directions a company should ideally head in, etc. (be that through direction, redirection and/or re-direction). Cb (4-5)

(S6-8): In harmonic theory, I perceive focalization as concentrating on the relatively dissonant, the background field as relatively consonant, and, the relationship between these two poles invoking a third of harmonization. These three mirror our theoretical/political; practical/economic; and, critical/stylistic dimensions respectively. I have noted that too much dissonance, effectively, is not enough consonance, etc. That too much or too little of any of these three dialectical orientations is the metaphorical ‘death’ of the ensuing relationship. That a ‘living’ relationship needs to operate, therefore, within this ongoing, dynamic Goldilock’s like region between too much or too little of these three factors or aspects. In a similar respect, the political-economy needs to operate between these three orientations equivalent to the political economic and stylistic. A major fault of neo-liberal ideology being the attempt to read or over-read the political and the political-economy in and through the dominance of an economic lens. In effect, proffering a contractual colonization of this space and in the process diminishing the compactual dimension (within which contracts themselves are to be observed, etc.). We also note here that in arbitration we both navigate objects, states, objectives, and, negotiate with other subjects and/or their organizations or communities, institutions, nations, etc. That the politics of arbitration, primarily, is the negotiation within and between personal ambitions and interpersonal aspirations; dealing therein with the apparent imperatives that serious invite their resolution which in their emplacement invites also their displacement, deferral, etc., by virtue of the fact that we cannot discharge our intentions immediately. Even to turn on a switch this event must take place as a process and so must take time. Therefore, even in turning on a simple switch on or off cannot be immediately put into effect. Along with imperfect realization of our intentions, unintended consequences, unaccounted for obstacles, etc., our emplacement in this world is also a process of displacement wherein we find we cannot perfectly meet the resolution of all our intentions. However, invoking the right genres of behavior, and their correct sequencing, we can eventually realize some of our intentions through a process of de-displacement. In effect, we enter the relevant aspirational economy and proceed by means expeditious to the objectives of our intentions in order, hopefully, to effectively and efficiently realize this process of de-displacement wherein our aspirations and/or ambitions get themselves reasonably discharged. This economy of aspiration linking a phenomenal-phenomenological ‘what’ with the objective of an existential ‘why’ via the practical hermeneutic observation of the genres through ‘how’ that will discharge the realization of that objective or set of and/or series of objectives. (Cc [6-8])

(S9-12): By treating a discipline as a discursive system I invoke three differential aspects, namely, a difference, a meta-difference, and, a non-difference. Each and every discipline, sub-discipline, etc., has a way of seeing the world that see that world differently. So, e.g., a theological discipline sees the overall world as having a theological component. Here the difference is this theological contribution. I.e., overall theological world view minus a secular vision of this same world give us this theological difference or residue or differential. The next question to ask is what difference does this difference make? Hence, in answering, we also formulate its meta-differential complexion as an aspiration. Lastly, we note how this aspiration can be recognized, encountered and engaged by virtue of the on-difference between the differential and the meta-differential. In the context of a theological discipline we would be enquiring as to what non-difference there is between the Divine and not-Divine in order to understand what connecting the world has to the former through this semblance of non-difference. The differential of each discipline is also it central condition, i.e., what difference is envisaged through the course of that discipline that also promotes our interest in its acquaintance in some form or other. In politics, we could argue that directly or indirectly political figures need to ensure that private ambitions and public aspirations, as imperatives of varying degrees, are suitably discharged through forms of political arbitration. In economics, we have four imperatives under the rubric of creation of economic/commercial value, preservation, conservation and meta-conservation (the latter being the ongoing increasing of profitability). In the political-economy we have a different perspective to that of either the political or economic spheres and their disciplines enacted therein. Let us tentatively redefine its central condition as the effective and efficient, suitable and successful discharge of policy settings. Here ‘policies’ can be seen as that factor (differential) that cuts across the three subdiscipline of politics, economics and stylistics. Hence, they act as instruments of alignment. But such instruments are also inseparably bound, ie., written and/or read, in their respective narratives treated as frames of alignment. Then, as noted, the intersection between these instruments and frames sees ‘transformational points of re-alignment’ arise through ‘transformational points of intersection’ as ‘transformational points of re-direction’. In the extended-essay I looked at ‘facts’ as the instruments of alignment for the historian. They are written and/or read in historical narratives. Sometimes those narratives have to transform some of those facts given that some of those ‘facts’ are found to be discordant in their narrated frames. At other times, those narrated frames of reference have to be transformed in order to become better aligned with their accepted facts. I see policies, as instruments of alignment in the same light. Underwriting this differential perspective and this crossing of the economic field/s in question is a philosophy that focuses on correlations, alignments and transformations as the ‘primary’ material for philosophical explorations rather than so-called first principles et al. In this regard, we would be better to regard ‘instruments of alignment’, be they policies or facts, etc., as ‘correlations’; ‘frames of alignment’ as ‘alignments’ (realized through forms of meta-textual accommodation in genres and con-texts) as their intersection as point of re-directed ‘transformation’. On the other hand, we also note how these facets undercut aspects of any economy; just as, e.g., policies have to be transmitted throughout the political economy through their formation and formalization in and through political thematization, economic implementation, and critical appreciation in a stylistic sphere of interest. To tie up the order of the introduction of our differentials, etc., in a harmonic progression, etc., we need to note the parallelism between meta-differentials/background consonance/function/hermeneutical/meta-textual; differentials/foreground dissonance/identity/phenomenal-phenomenological/textual; and non-differentials/resolution/value/(non-systematic) existential/non-textual (simulation), etc. This also parallels the formula of ‘what, etc.’ in its re-ordering as ‘how, what and why’. (Cd [9-12])

(S13-15): Neo-liberalism needs to be recognized as one phenomenon and not as a set of disparate phenomena. As it stands this ideology has gone under the radar so to speak for some of the following reasons, namely, that it is not recognized as one phenomenon; from exerting itself in the form of a major discourse which, as the default setting, is overlooked as it both frames and resolves all associated issues through its own terms of reference; as appearing political in intent when it is an economic takeover of the political sphere through a contractual colonization of that space, etc. We have an array of critique against this insidious philosophy of which one of the most important is that the dissemination of all forms of power can only be through others, and, so, there can be no absolute winners winning purely through their own efforts. We can also critique neo-liberalism as deconstructive of traditional morality, as amoral and co-opted by institutional inertia, immoral agents and organizations. On a relatively fundamental basis, neo-liberalism over promotes the individual and small government at the expense of the community and the functions expected from contemporary government. This bias being manifested through competition, privatization, etc. (Ce [13-15])

(S16): As a discipline, what does the political-economy hope to achieve in the course of our democratic life-worlds (as its central condition)? ‘Existentially sustained richness and progressive enrichment’ in our relationships so that we can realize, through fruitful forms of arbitration, our personal ambitions and social aspirations! Because the dissemination of power, personal or social, is exercised through the auspices of others it follows that all relationships must have a democratic core even if ‘cooperation’ were to be primarily ‘co-opted’ rather than arrived at through ‘co-operation’. Furthermore, this democratic basis underlies all forms of interpersonal relationships be they directly with others or others who represent organizations, communities, institutions, nations, etc. (Cf [16])

(S17-20): Incremental advancement or retreat will eventually meet points of chaotic bifurcation. So, the relentless incremental imposition of policy resetting can produce distortions not only from those shifts in policy setting but also through their individual and collectively meeting points of bifurcation. The consequences of such chaotic and non-chaotic shifts will be negative, neutral and/or positive. I am arguing that the continual imposition of neo-liberal ideologically driven shifts in policy settings is both ‘bad economics and bad politics’. Essentially, through the imposition of adversity and mis-equity; along with the ensuing adverse ramifications of such shifts in political-economic expression. All ideologies de-center their disciplines. But they do give us a sense of location which can then be used as material for a process of ongoing suspension that then allows us to recenter ourselves in this world as lived through this process of alignment (through both re-alignment and re-de-mis-alignment). Existentialization, effectively, is a pro-relational attitude that oversees such re-alignment (between relevant correlations in the hope of engineering transformational points of bifurcation that, hopefully, positively enrich our relationships). (Cg [17-20])

(S21): Here it is argued that a major discourse, such as neo-liberalism, e.g., can be undermined through either deconstruction and replacement and/or existential re-construction. A more effective way to do this is through exercising the latter option. In this we render in a more humane manner the types of relationships that are to be entered into in the coursing of that discipline by discerning what is existentially core and non-core in that regard, and, then fostering an expansion and amplification of this existential core already present in that discipline and its mode/s of life. (Ch [21])

(S22-24): Both ‘embracement’ and ‘emplacement’ are outlined. It is noted that neo-liberal ideology is further displacing our emplacement hence out need to rectify such distortions of the political-economy. Implied here is the realization that we need to insightfully recognize the existence of the political-economy, rather than just separate realms of the political and the economic (and stylistic), in order to then go about those process of amelioration that are then able to rectify those distortions. (Ci [22-24])

(S25-30): What are those distortions here referred to? A loss of traditional morality; amorality and immorality; and a diminished restoration of a relational based ethics that restores human dignity, fairness, equality in opportunity, the non-imposition of adversity, a reduction in mis-equity, etc., etc. That disgruntlement feeds into those factors that destabilize the democratic basis of our political life-worlds (and this is reflected, eventually. on all levels of interpersonal engagement from national politics down). (Cj [25-30])

(S31-36): To reverse such neo-liberal distortions a political-economic manifesto titled ‘Striking Out’ is outlined that deals with the pre-conditions, conditions and post-conditions for such rectification. This is done under four heading where each heading has three subheadings. Hopefully, with insight, our politicians will cease to be ‘deaf’ to the damage they have engineered and undo that damage by following this manifesto or, at least, the spirit of this manifesto. (Ck [30-36])

(S37): Here we note the existence of a transcendental equivalence, from the trans-intentional perspective of judgment, between the existential, pro-relational, etc. (Cl [37])

(S38-40): Noting that neo-liberal distortion is rectified through a reversal and replacement of adverse policy settings and/or their existential re-construction. In the process, regulations need to be re-instituted that both effectively and efficiently assist in the restoration of valuational formation across the political-economy; for all people resident therein. In this regard regulations need to be collectively refined, redefined, or, rewritten or removed if ineffective or induce forms of adversity, etc. (Cm [38-40])

(S41-45): As noted: the realization of our intentional objectives, as ambitions and/or aspirations, ‘is founded on this arbitration in the dissemination of power with others, and, in turn, founders on this lack of arbitration exercised through a loss in the balance of those same conventions’. Such conventions for a civilized world must include forms of ethical propriety, appropriateness and appositeness, i.e., ethical suitableness of behavioural expression. Unfortunately, through indiscriminate deconstruction of traditional forms of morality, amoral and immoral behavior, and, inadequately observed existential, pro-relational forms of observance the political-economy has been allowed to treated accordingly. (Cn [41-44])

(S45-46): Distortions within and between the political, economic and stylistic aspects of the overall political-economy will also contribute to distortions within the same. As already noted this ‘bad economic is bad politics and v.v!’ (Co [45-46])

(S47): A political manifesto (that parallels our political-economic manifest ‘Striking Out’) titled ‘Out Striking’ is now outlined. Again, this manifesto it has four headings and each heading has three subheadings. (Cp [47])

(S48): The first two headings are noted. The first parallels the pre-condition of circumscribing the adverse influence of donations, influence peddling and the like. The second notes that greater degrees of transparency are needed, and, this translates also into matters of nominated accountability and corporate responsibility in decision making. (Cq [48])

(S49): The last two headings are noted. ‘Re-Computation’ notes a need to reverse the adversity of policy setting etc., through their individual and collective re-computation. ‘Disputation’; notes the need to inform and promote such existential patterns of reversal, replacement, and, re-construction, etc. (Cr [49])

(S50): To counter the indiscriminate deconstruction of the moral, the amoral, and immoral co-option of the former, a pro-relational ethos is advocated to restore the suitable ethical functioning of the political-economy in order to maintain the richness and enrich the valuational formation observed in and through our relationships as recognized, encountered and engaged therein! (Cs [50])

Contracted Synopsis: Summation

i.
Understanding the political-economy as the basis for insight.

ii.
Noting neo-liberal distortions through forms of adversity and mis-equity.

iii.
Inducing disgruntlement, thence, political instability of democratic life-worlds.

iv.
Necessitating rectification of this major discourse and its adverse ideology. 

v.
Through reversal and replacement, and, existential re-construction.

vi.
Through promoting this work of its progressive proponents.








        Noël Tointon, Sydney, 27.6.17.

Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy

Through Engaging its Malcontents

And Promoting its Progressive Proponents
12.     Overview, (&, Postword)

As Georg Monbiot states in his essay, as noted in Section 2: 

The events that led to Donald Trump’s election started in England in 1975. 

Or, to expand or put a gloss on this statement the same sentence could be read as:

The events that led to populist Donald Trump’s election as President of the US started in England in 1975 when neo-liberalism first got ‘its political feet through the political doorway’ of the UK government under Margaret Thatcher. (My italicized insertions) (O1)


In effect, we could say that this extend essay is the joining the dots from neo-liberalism… to personal discontentment… to collective disgruntlement in the political-economy… to populism… to a populist taking charge of a democracy (like the US). This essay of mine is also concerned about how we might extrapolate those dots into the future in a country like Australia. Where are we heading… do we really want to go there… where should we be heading… and how should we get there instead?!) (O2)


It is hard to know where, once more, to make a start in this regard. However, let me gather a number of key points developed in this extended essay to recast an integrated synthesis of these observation and to this mix add in a few additional points to give us a broad overview of this topic, namely, how do we address and redress this phenomenon of neo-liberal ideological distortions of our political-economies. (O3)


To begin with let me stress the idea of insight. I have argued that politicians are truly deaf if they do not understand the root cause of current political disenchantment and disgruntlement can be sheeted back to the neo-liberal turn politician took after Thatcher and Reagan et al. Now, it could be argued that it was inevitable that the political-economy would be influenced by economic doctrines that, on paper, at least, seem to make sense and in the context of the time may well have been called for. But, there is always too much of a good thing. The relentless proliferation of neo-liberally oriented policy settings is now ‘too much of a good thing’ meant in an ironic sense. As I have noted on a number of occasions, the repeated iteration of a certain practice or set of similar practices will inevitably reach a point of bifurcation where the nature of the ‘game’ completely heads in a new direction. The value of that chaotically re-directed process could be negative, neutral or positive, and, hopefully we find ourselves moving towards the latter. (O4)


At one point in my extended-essay I mention the distortion of the property market in Sydney where, recently, perhaps one quarter of properties are bought, directly and/or indirectly, by overseas Chinese buyers some of whom do not wish to rent out such resource. Imagine if half the properties were not occupied. Or, again, imagine if that level of Chinese investment went to fifty percent of the market, or even further, say, to seventy-five percent of properties put on the market for sale. No politician worth their salt, so to speak, would or should be allowed to get away, hopefully, with the simple proposition that merely building more housing stock would solve the problem of Australians, as Sydneysiders, wanting to buy a home here in Sydney. As noted in this thought experiment if it is not wrong for one overseas Chinese investor to buy one property in Sydney why would it be wrong for such Chinese investors to buy more than one property, indeed, all the housing stock for sale? It may not be wrong, but that our politicians would be in for a bumpy ride would be an understatement. In this regard, we would not be racists because we could alter the situation and reconfigure it in such a manner where only white males over the age of sixty had the buying power to buy property and that would cause just as much political disturbance in its wake. Or, instead, if it were the case that only white females under the age of sixty bought up most of the market we would, I am sure, get just as much political disturbance in the wake of that type of market distortion. Remember, it was not that long ago that buying property by a woman was not an easy process given the unequal, inferior wages earned by women, that she would need the permission of her husband, indeed, would probably need a husband in the first place unless she had inherited sufficient wealth where she would not then need to go to the banks for a mortgage. Sadly, such discrimination is still with us and the hope is that wage equality will be afforded soon to all regardless of gender; on the basis that equal work deserves equal pay (as a principle that also applies to the inequality between men as well
). (O5)


Now, a point that can be taken from this thought experiment is to illustrate that the relentless imposition of neo-liberal policy setting is not without the danger of reaching points of bifurcation where the game of the political-economy is re-headed off in new directions that may or may not be positive, but, which on balance, are more than likely to be adverse. What more do I need to say? (O6)


Surely politicians have heard from their electorates, and reinforced by miscellaneous experts, that adversity is being inflicted on people in the workplace, etc. That compounding such direct misery is the ever-increasing inequality as ‘the elephant in the room’! In this extended-essay I have examined such mis-equity under the heading of past inequity (both through inter-generational and intra-generational ‘theft’), current dis-equity (through a relative loss in pay and working conditions) and future non-equity (where people have no employment, are under-employed or mis-employed in types of work below what they have formerly enjoyed or in keeping with their skills, etc.). (O7)


As noted ‘bad economics is bad politics, and v,v!’ (O8)


An economy is dependent upon the continuance of its circulation and what detracts from that has that economy shrinking to the detriment of all those dependent upon that market be they wealthy or not so wealthy. Then, disgruntled electors will punish ‘deaf’ politicians some way or the other! Do we need evidence that this phenomenon is already with us? (O9)


But, how do we get to ‘hear’ and ‘see’ what needs to be heard and seen? Through the creation of insight! So, how is such insight engineered? Through the creation of a suitable frame of reference that allows us to insightfully interrogate what is now heard and seen to hand… by virtue of our now seeing to hand what needs to be ‘heard’ and ‘seen’. Without this requisite ‘hearing aid’ or ‘lens’ we are just ‘deaf’ and ‘blind’ in that regard. What frame of reference might that be? An understanding that the relentless imposition of neo-liberally oriented policy settings exacerbating both adversity and mis-equity in the political-economy! (O10)


At root we can also proffer a number of other critiques, namely, that the economic balance in the political-economy has been shifted far too much towards the economic side of this equation. The Life-World, as expressed in this world as lived, is not just a contractual affair. Indeed, this contractual colonization of the compactual world needs to be reversed, and, the balance between these two realms needs to be existentially re-constructed. Moreover, a central criticism of the neoliberal perspective is that it is inhumane in its orientation, through its evacuation form moral deliberations, is just amoral, and, that this ensuing neutral position, of leaving the markets to decide, e.g., is a very fruitful ground for its immoral co-option by those few who stand to gain in such transfers of equity, etc! That in this regard, governments need to protect its citizens from being whacked by this co-opted hand, often left or rendered invisible, but powerfully exerted against the less powerful by those forces that feel entitled to such unequal processes of trade. No economy, of any form, can be conducted without suitable forms of reciprocity. As noted, in this same regard, even contracts need a compactual environment to effectively and efficiently operate. (O11)


Thence this need for political-economic forms of intervention in order to address and redress such inequalities. Moreover, there is a place for regulation, to do this intervention for us, given that all behavior is expressed through the genres of behavior co-constituted between active enaction and passive interpretation. Regulation per se is inescapable. What should be considered is an adequate and suitable degree of regulation that delivers a workable, evidenced based, reasonable compromise between those two preferences of efficiency and effectiveness. How do we dialectically navigate these two extremes? By attending to genres of behavior already in place that both define what is problematic and attempt to resolve such problematicity. In effect, observing such genres already in place and adopting and adapting them to the current situatedness in question… therein and thereafter, refining our positioning thorough further processes of re-adoption and re-adaptation. (O12)


What can we hope for? A miracle, that among the political classes that enough of the deaf can hear and the blind can see, and, through changing course, striking out in a new direction, reverse and reconstruct adversity and mis-equity in our political economies and thereby positively salvage and transform the democratic tenour of our life-worlds!! (O13)

(Overview, &), Postword

At the end of the composition of a text, especially one that deals with a complex topic, there are always some loose threads, degrees of misrepresentation, things that could be further addressed, insights that we later discover as being overlooked, etc. Just where might the course of this exposition now head, just what new directions stand to be explored, and, how might these new insights have re-determined the patterns of resolution arrived at in the course of this current text? (P1)


Is there a need for a third critique? Perhaps? Maybe an exposition that also addresses the topic of compliance in the subdiscipline of stylistics, to date, hitherto overlooked? Or, a closely examined review of our nine types of political-economic professionals and their discursive professions, namely, politicians, civil servants, overseers, etc., as to both the essential nature of those professions and the professional nature of their interactions with one another? (P2)


Or, by expending greater attention on this problem as to how to suitably redress the damage done by neo-liberal policy settings? Just how might these concepts of reversal, replacement and existential re-construction be exercised in a practical sense, in the specificity of that current situatedness under focus, in question? (P3)


Only time will tell…? (P4)







       Noël Tointon, Sydney, 24.6.17/27.6.17.

Appendix A: Georg Monbiot; Neoliberalism: the deep story… 

theguardian: Monday 14 November 2016 17.30 AEDT
Neoliberalism: the deep story that lies beneath Donald Trump’s triumph


[image: image1]
George Monbiot
How a ruthless network of super-rich ideologues killed choice and destroyed people’s faith in politics

Link: www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/nov/14/neoliberalsim-donald-trump-george-monbiot 

The events that led to Donald Trump’s election started in England in 1975. At a meeting a few months after Margaret Thatcher became leader of the Conservative party, one of her colleagues, or so the story goes, was explaining what he saw as the core beliefs of conservatism. She snapped open her handbag, pulled out a dog-eared book, and slammed it on the table. “This is what we believe,” she said. A political revolution that would sweep the world had begun.

The book was The Constitution of Liberty by Frederick Hayek. Its publication, in 1960, marked the transition from an honest, if extreme, philosophy to an outright racket. The philosophy was called neoliberalism. It saw competition as the defining characteristic of human relations. The market would discover a natural hierarchy of winners and losers, creating a more efficient system than could ever be devised through planning or by design. Anything that impeded this process, such as significant tax, regulation, trade union activity or state provision, was counter-productive. Unrestricted entrepreneurs would create the wealth that would trickle down to everyone.

This, at any rate, is how it was originally conceived. But by the time Hayek came to write The Constitution of Liberty, the network of lobbyists and thinkers he had founded was being lavishly funded by multimillionaires who saw the doctrine as a means of defending themselves against democracy. Not every aspect of the neoliberal programme advanced their interests. Hayek, it seems, set out to close the gap.

He begins the book by advancing the narrowest possible conception of liberty: an absence of coercion. He rejects such notions as political freedom, universal rights, human equality and the distribution of wealth, all of which, by restricting the behaviour of the wealthy and powerful, intrude on the absolute freedom from coercion he demands.

Democracy, by contrast, “is not an ultimate or absolute value”. In fact, liberty depends on preventing the majority from exercising choice over the direction that politics and society might take.

He justifies this position by creating a heroic narrative of extreme wealth. He conflates the economic elite, spending their money in new ways, with philosophical and scientific pioneers. Just as the political philosopher should be free to think the unthinkable, so the very rich should be free to do the undoable, without constraint by public interest or public opinion.
The ultra rich are “scouts”, “experimenting with new styles of living”, who blaze the trails that the rest of society will follow. The progress of society depends on the liberty of these “independents” to gain as much money as they want and spend it how they wish. All that is good and useful, therefore, arises from inequality. There should be no connection between merit and reward, no distinction made between earned and unearned income, and no limit to the rents they can charge.

Inherited wealth is more socially useful than earned wealth: “the idle rich”, who don’t have to work for their money, can devote themselves to influencing “fields of thought and opinion, of tastes and beliefs”. Even when they seem to be spending money on nothing but “aimless display”, they are in fact acting as society’s vanguard.

Hayek softened his opposition to monopolies and hardened his opposition to trade unions. He lambasted progressive taxation and attempts by the state to raise the general welfare of citizens. He insisted that there is “an overwhelming case against a free health service for all” and dismissed the conservation of natural resources. It should come as no surprise to those who follow such matters that he was awarded the Nobel prize for economics.

By the time Thatcher slammed his book on the table, a lively network of thinktanks, lobbyists and academics promoting Hayek’s doctrines had been established on both sides of the Atlantic, abundantly financed by some of the world’s richest people and businesses, including DuPont, General Electric, the Coors brewing company, Charles Koch, Richard Mellon Scaife, Lawrence Fertig, the William Volker Fund and the Earhart Foundation. Using psychology and linguistics to brilliant effect, the thinkers these people sponsored found the words and arguments required to turn Hayek’s anthem to the elite into a plausible political programme.

Thatcherism and Reaganism were not ideologies in their own right: they were just two faces of neoliberalism. Their massive tax cuts for the rich, crushing of trade unions, reduction in public housing, deregulation, privatisation, outsourcing and competition in public services were all proposed by Hayek and his disciples. But the real triumph of this network was not its capture of the right, but its colonisation of parties that once stood for everything Hayek detested.

Bill Clinton and Tony Blair did not possess a narrative of their own. Rather than develop a new political story, they thought it was sufficient to triangulate. In other words, they extracted a few elements of what their parties had once believed, mixed them with elements of what their opponents believed, and developed from this unlikely combination a “third way”.

It was inevitable that the blazing, insurrectionary confidence of neoliberalism would exert a stronger gravitational pull than the dying star of social democracy. Hayek’s triumph could be witnessed everywhere from Blair’s expansion of the private finance initiative to Clinton’s repeal of the Glass-Steagal Act, which had regulated the financial sector. For all his grace and touch, Barack Obama, who didn’t possess a narrative either (except “hope”), was slowly reeled in by those who owned the means of persuasion.

As I warned in April, the result is first disempowerment then disenfranchisement. If the dominant ideology stops governments from changing social outcomes, they can no longer respond to the needs of the electorate. Politics becomes irrelevant to people’s lives; debate is reduced to the jabber of a remote elite. The disenfranchised turn instead to a virulent anti-politics in which facts and arguments are replaced by slogans, symbols and sensation. The man who sank Hillary Clinton’s bid for the presidency was not Donald Trump. It was her husband.

The paradoxical result is that the backlash against neoliberalism’s crushing of political choice has elevated just the kind of man that Hayek worshipped. Trump, who has no coherent politics, is not a classic neoliberal. But he is the perfect representation of Hayek’s “independent”; the beneficiary of inherited wealth, unconstrained by common morality, whose gross predilections strike a new path that others may follow. The neoliberal thinktankers are now swarming round this hollow man, this empty vessel waiting to be filled by those who know what they want. The likely result is the demolition of our remaining decencies, beginning with the agreement to limit global warming.

Those who tell the stories run the world. Politics has failed through a lack of competing narratives. The key task now is to tell a new story of what it is to be a human in the 21st century. It must be as appealing to some who have voted for Trump and Ukip as it is to the supporters of Clinton, Bernie Sanders or Jeremy Corbyn.

A few of us have been working on this, and can discern what may be the beginning of a story. It’s too early to say much yet, but at its core is the recognition that – as modern psychology and neuroscience make abundantly clear – human beings, by comparison with any other animals, are both remarkably social and remarkably unselfish. The atomisation and self-interested behaviour neoliberalism promotes run counter to much of what comprises human nature.

Hayek told us who we are, and he was wrong. Our first step is to reclaim our humanity.

Appendix B: Georg Monbiot; Neoliberalism – the ideology…

theguardian: Friday 15 April 2016 21.00 AEST
Neoliberalism – the ideology at the root of all our problems

Financial meltdown, environmental disaster and even the rise of Donald Trump – neoliberalism has played its part in them all. Why has the left failed to come up with an alternative?

Link: www.theguardian.com/books/2016/apr/15/neoliberalism-ideology-problem-george-monbiot 

Imagine if the people of the Soviet Union had never heard of communism. The ideology that dominates our lives has, for most of us, no name. Mention it in conversation and you’ll be rewarded with a shrug. Even if your listeners have heard the term before, they will struggle to define it. Neoliberalism: do you know what it is?

Its anonymity is both a symptom and cause of its power. It has played a major role in a remarkable variety of crises: the financial meltdown of 2007‑8, the offshoring of wealth and power, of which the Panama Papers offer us merely a glimpse, the slow collapse of public health and education, resurgent child poverty, the epidemic of loneliness, the collapse of ecosystems, the rise of Donald Trump. But we respond to these crises as if they emerge in isolation, apparently unaware that they have all been either catalysed or exacerbated by the same coherent philosophy; a philosophy that has – or had – a name. What greater power can there be than to operate namelessly?

So pervasive has neoliberalism become that we seldom even recognise it as an ideology. We appear to accept the proposition that this utopian, millenarian faith describes a neutral force; a kind of biological law, like Darwin’s theory of evolution. But the philosophy arose as a conscious attempt to reshape human life and shift the locus of power.

Neoliberalism sees competition as the defining characteristic of human relations. It redefines citizens as consumers, whose democratic choices are best exercised by buying and selling, a process that rewards merit and punishes inefficiency. It maintains that “the market” delivers benefits that could never be achieved by planning.

Attempts to limit competition are treated as inimical to liberty. Tax and regulation should be minimised, public services should be privatised. The organisation of labour and collective bargaining by trade unions are portrayed as market distortions that impede the formation of a natural hierarchy of winners and losers. Inequality is recast as virtuous: a reward for utility and a generator of wealth, which trickles down to enrich everyone. Efforts to create a more equal society are both counterproductive and morally corrosive. The market ensures that everyone gets what they deserve.

We internalise and reproduce its creeds. The rich persuade themselves that they acquired their wealth through merit, ignoring the advantages – such as education, inheritance and class – that may have helped to secure it. The poor begin to blame themselves for their failures, even when they can do little to change their circumstances.

Never mind structural unemployment: if you don’t have a job it’s because you are unenterprising. Never mind the impossible costs of housing: if your credit card is maxed out, you’re feckless and improvident. Never mind that your children no longer have a school playing field: if they get fat, it’s your fault. In a world governed by competition, those who fall behind become defined and self-defined as losers.

Among the results, as Paul Verhaeghe documents in his book What About Me? are epidemics of self-harm, eating disorders, depression, loneliness, performance anxiety and social phobia. Perhaps it’s unsurprising that Britain, in which neoliberal ideology has been most rigorously applied, is the loneliness capital of Europe. We are all neoliberals now.

***

The term neoliberalism was coined at a meeting in Paris in 1938. Among the delegates were two men who came to define the ideology, Ludwig von Mises and Friedrich Hayek. Both exiles from Austria, they saw social democracy, exemplified by Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal and the gradual development of Britain’s welfare state, as manifestations of a collectivism that occupied the same spectrum as nazism and communism.

In The Road to Serfdom, published in 1944, Hayek argued that government planning, by crushing individualism, would lead inexorably to totalitarian control. Like Mises’s book Bureaucracy, The Road to Serfdom was widely read. It came to the attention of some very wealthy people, who saw in the philosophy an opportunity to free themselves from regulation and tax. When, in 1947, Hayek founded the first organisation that would spread the doctrine of neoliberalism – the Mont Pelerin Society – it was supported financially by millionaires and their foundations.

With their help, he began to create what Daniel Stedman Jones describes in Masters of the Universe as “a kind of neoliberal international”: a transatlantic network of academics, businessmen, journalists and activists. The movement’s rich backers funded a series of thinktanks which would refine and promote the ideology. Among them were the American Enterprise Institute, the Heritage Foundation, the Cato Institute, the Institute of Economic Affairs, the Centre for Policy Studies and the Adam Smith Institute. They also financed academic positions and departments, particularly at the universities of Chicago and Virginia.

As it evolved, neoliberalism became more strident. Hayek’s view that governments should regulate competition to prevent monopolies from forming gave way – among American apostles such as Milton Friedman – to the belief that monopoly power could be seen as a reward for efficiency.

Something else happened during this transition: the movement lost its name. In 1951, Friedman was happy to describe himself as a neoliberal. But soon after that, the term began to disappear. Stranger still, even as the ideology became crisper and the movement more coherent, the lost name was not replaced by any common alternative.

At first, despite its lavish funding, neoliberalism remained at the margins. The postwar consensus was almost universal: John Maynard Keynes’s economic prescriptions were widely applied, full employment and the relief of poverty were common goals in the US and much of western Europe, top rates of tax were high and governments sought social outcomes without embarrassment, developing new public services and safety nets.

But in the 1970s, when Keynesian policies began to fall apart and economic crises struck on both sides of the Atlantic, neoliberal ideas began to enter the mainstream. As Friedman remarked, “when the time came that you had to change ... there was an alternative ready there to be picked up”. With the help of sympathetic journalists and political advisers, elements of neoliberalism, especially its prescriptions for monetary policy, were adopted by Jimmy Carter’s administration in the US and Jim Callaghan’s government in Britain.

After Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Reagan took power, the rest of the package soon followed: massive tax cuts for the rich, the crushing of trade unions, deregulation, privatisation, outsourcing and competition in public services. Through the IMF, the World Bank, the Maastricht treaty and the World Trade Organisation, neoliberal policies were imposed – often without democratic consent – on much of the world. Most remarkable was its adoption among parties that once belonged to the left: Labour and the Democrats, for example. As Stedman Jones notes, “it is hard to think of another utopia to have been as fully realised.”

***

It may seem strange that a doctrine promising choice and freedom should have been promoted with the slogan “there is no alternative”. But, as Hayek remarkedon a visit to Pinochet’s Chile – one of the first nations in which the programme was comprehensively applied – “my personal preference leans toward a liberal dictatorship rather than toward a democratic government devoid of liberalism”. The freedom that neoliberalism offers, which sounds so beguiling when expressed in general terms, turns out to mean freedom for the pike, not for the minnows.

Freedom from trade unions and collective bargaining means the freedom to suppress wages. Freedom from regulation means the freedom to poison rivers, endanger workers, charge iniquitous rates of interest and design exotic financial instruments. Freedom from tax means freedom from the distribution of wealth that lifts people out of poverty.

As Naomi Klein documents in The Shock Doctrine, neoliberal theorists advocated the use of crises to impose unpopular policies while people were distracted: for example, in the aftermath of Pinochet’s coup, the Iraq war and Hurricane Katrina, which Friedman described as “an opportunity to radically reform the educational system” in New Orleans.

Where neoliberal policies cannot be imposed domestically, they are imposed internationally, through trade treaties incorporating “investor-state dispute settlement”: offshore tribunals in which corporations can press for the removal of social and environmental protections. When parliaments have voted to restrict sales of cigarettes, protect water supplies from mining companies, freeze energy bills or prevent pharmaceutical firms from ripping off the state, corporations have sued, often successfully. Democracy is reduced to theatre.

Another paradox of neoliberalism is that universal competition relies upon universal quantification and comparison. The result is that workers, job-seekers and public services of every kind are subject to a pettifogging, stifling regime of assessment and monitoring, designed to identify the winners and punish the losers. The doctrine that Von Mises proposed would free us from the bureaucratic nightmare of central planning has instead created one.

Neoliberalism was not conceived as a self-serving racket, but it rapidly became one. Economic growth has been markedly slower in the neoliberal era (since 1980 in Britain and the US) than it was in the preceding decades; but not for the very rich. Inequality in the distribution of both income and wealth, after 60 years of decline, rose rapidly in this era, due to the smashing of trade unions, tax reductions, rising rents, privatisation and deregulation.

The privatisation or marketisation of public services such as energy, water, trains, health, education, roads and prisons has enabled corporations to set up tollbooths in front of essential assets and charge rent, either to citizens or to government, for their use. Rent is another term for unearned income. When you pay an inflated price for a train ticket, only part of the fare compensates the operators for the money they spend on fuel, wages, rolling stock and other outlays. The rest reflects the fact that they have you over a barrel.

Those who own and run the UK’s privatised or semi-privatised services make stupendous fortunes by investing little and charging much. In Russia and India, oligarchs acquired state assets through firesales. In Mexico, Carlos Slim was granted control of almost all landline and mobile phone services and soon became the world’s richest man.

Financialisation, as Andrew Sayer notes in Why We Can’t Afford the Rich, has had a similar impact. “Like rent,” he argues, “interest is ... unearned income that accrues without any effort”. As the poor become poorer and the rich become richer, the rich acquire increasing control over another crucial asset: money. Interest payments, overwhelmingly, are a transfer of money from the poor to the rich. As property prices and the withdrawal of state funding load people with debt (think of the switch from student grants to student loans), the banks and their executives clean up.

Sayer argues that the past four decades have been characterised by a transfer of wealth not only from the poor to the rich, but within the ranks of the wealthy: from those who make their money by producing new goods or services to those who make their money by controlling existing assets and harvesting rent, interest or capital gains. Earned income has been supplanted by unearned income.

Neoliberal policies are everywhere beset by market failures. Not only are the banks too big to fail, but so are the corporations now charged with delivering public services. As Tony Judt pointed out in Ill Fares the Land, Hayek forgot that vital national services cannot be allowed to collapse, which means that competition cannot run its course. Business takes the profits, the state keeps the risk.

The greater the failure, the more extreme the ideology becomes. Governments use neoliberal crises as both excuse and opportunity to cut taxes, privatise remaining public services, rip holes in the social safety net, deregulate corporations and re-regulate citizens. The self-hating state now sinks its teeth into every organ of the public sector.

Perhaps the most dangerous impact of neoliberalism is not the economic crises it has caused, but the political crisis. As the domain of the state is reduced, our ability to change the course of our lives through voting also contracts. Instead, neoliberal theory asserts, people can exercise choice through spending. But some have more to spend than others: in the great consumer or shareholder democracy, votes are not equally distributed. The result is a disempowerment of the poor and middle. As parties of the right and former left adopt similar neoliberal policies, disempowerment turns to disenfranchisement. Large numbers of people have been shed from politics.

Chris Hedges remarks that “fascist movements build their base not from the politically active but the politically inactive, the ‘losers’ who feel, often correctly, they have no voice or role to play in the political establishment”. When political debate no longer speaks to us, people become responsive instead to slogans, symbols and sensation. To the admirers of Trump, for example, facts and arguments appear irrelevant.

Judt explained that when the thick mesh of interactions between people and the state has been reduced to nothing but authority and obedience, the only remaining force that binds us is state power. The totalitarianism Hayek feared is more likely to emerge when governments, having lost the moral authority that arises from the delivery of public services, are reduced to “cajoling, threatening and ultimately coercing people to obey them”.

***

Like communism, neoliberalism is the God that failed. But the zombie doctrine staggers on, and one of the reasons is its anonymity. Or rather, a cluster of anonymities.

The invisible doctrine of the invisible hand is promoted by invisible backers. Slowly, very slowly, we have begun to discover the names of a few of them. We find that the Institute of Economic Affairs, which has argued forcefully in the media against the further regulation of the tobacco industry, has been secretly funded by British American Tobacco since 1963. We discover that Charles and David Koch, two of the richest men in the world, founded the institute that set up the Tea Party movement. We find that Charles Koch, in establishing one of his thinktanks, noted that “in order to avoid undesirable criticism, how the organisation is controlled and directed should not be widely advertised”.

The words used by neoliberalism often conceal more than they elucidate. “The market” sounds like a natural system that might bear upon us equally, like gravity or atmospheric pressure. But it is fraught with power relations. What “the market wants” tends to mean what corporations and their bosses want. “Investment”, as Sayer notes, means two quite different things. One is the funding of productive and socially useful activities, the other is the purchase of existing assets to milk them for rent, interest, dividends and capital gains. Using the same word for different activities “camouflages the sources of wealth”, leading us to confuse wealth extraction with wealth creation.

A century ago, the nouveau riche were disparaged by those who had inherited their money. Entrepreneurs sought social acceptance by passing themselves off as rentiers. Today, the relationship has been reversed: the rentiers and inheritors style themselves entre preneurs. They claim to have earned their unearned income.

These anonymities and confusions mesh with the namelessness and placelessness of modern capitalism: the franchise model which ensures that workers do not know for whom they toil; the companies registered through a network of offshore secrecy regimes so complex that even the police cannot discover the beneficial owners; the tax arrangements that bamboozle governments; the financial products no one understands.

The anonymity of neoliberalism is fiercely guarded. Those who are influenced by Hayek, Mises and Friedman tend to reject the term, maintaining – with some justice – that it is used today only pejoratively. But they offer us no substitute. Some describe themselves as classical liberals or libertarians, but these descriptions are both misleading and curiously self-effacing, as they suggest that there is nothing novel about The Road to Serfdom, Bureaucracy or Friedman’s classic work, Capitalism and Freedom.

***

For all that, there is something admirable about the neoliberal project, at least in its early stages. It was a distinctive, innovative philosophy promoted by a coherent network of thinkers and activists with a clear plan of action. It was patient and persistent. The Road to Serfdom became the path to power.

Neoliberalism’s triumph also reflects the failure of the left. When laissez-faire economics led to catastrophe in 1929, Keynes devised a comprehensive economic theory to replace it. When Keynesian demand management hit the buffers in the 70s, there was an alternative ready. But when neoliberalism fell apart in 2008 there was ... nothing. This is why the zombie walks. The left and centre have produced no new general framework of economic thought for 80 years.

Every invocation of Lord Keynes is an admission of failure. To propose Keynesian solutions to the crises of the 21st century is to ignore three obvious problems. It is hard to mobilise people around old ideas; the flaws exposed in the 70s have not gone away; and, most importantly, they have nothing to say about our gravest predicament: the environmental crisis. Keynesianism works by stimulating consumer demand to promote economic growth. Consumer demand and economic growth are the motors of environmental destruction.

What the history of both Keynesianism and neoliberalism show is that it’s not enough to oppose a broken system. A coherent alternative has to be proposed. For Labour, the Democrats and the wider left, the central task should be to develop an economic Apollo programme, a conscious attempt to design a new system, tailored to the demands of the 21st century.

• George Monbiot’s How Did We Get into This Mess? is published this month by Verso. To order a copy for £12.99 (RRP £16.99) ) go to bookshop.theguardian.com or call 0330 333 6846. Free UK p&p over £10, online orders only. Phone orders min p&p of £1.99.

Appendix C: Georg Monbiot; Neoliberalism is creating loneliness…
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Neoliberalism is creating loneliness. That’s what’s wrenching society apart
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George Monbiot
Epidemics of mental illness are crushing the minds and bodies of millions. It’s time to ask where we are heading and why

Link:  www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/oct/12/neoliberalism-creating-loneliness-wrenching-society-apart#img-1 

What greater indictment of a system could there be than an epidemic of mental illness? Yet plagues of anxiety, stress, depression, social phobia, eating disorders, self-harm and loneliness now strike people down all over the world. The latest, catastrophic figures for children’s mental health in England reflect a global crisis.
There are plenty of secondary reasons for this distress, but it seems to me that the underlying cause is everywhere the same: human beings, the ultrasocial mammals, whose brains are wired to respond to other people, are being peeled apart. Economic and technological change play a major role, but so does ideology. Though our wellbeing is inextricably linked to the lives of others, everywhere we are told that we will prosper through competitive self-interest and extreme individualism.

In Britain, men who have spent their entire lives in quadrangles – at school, at college, at the bar, in parliament – instruct us to stand on our own two feet. The education system becomes more brutally competitive by the year. Employment is a fight to the near-death with a multitude of other desperate people chasing ever fewer jobs. The modern overseers of the poor ascribe individual blame to economic circumstance. Endless competitions on television feed impossible aspirations as real opportunities contract.

Consumerism fills the social void. But far from curing the disease of isolation, it intensifies social comparison to the point at which, having consumed all else, we start to prey upon ourselves. Social media brings us together and drives us apart, allowing us precisely to quantify our social standing, and to see that other people have more friends and followers than we do.

As Rhiannon Lucy Cosslett has brilliantly documented, girls and young women routinely alter the photos they post to make themselves look smoother and slimmer. Some phones, using their “beauty” settings, do it for you without asking; now you can become your own thinspiration. Welcome to the post-Hobbesian dystopia: a war of everyone against themselves.

Is it any wonder, in these lonely inner worlds, in which touching has been replaced by retouching, that young women are drowning in mental distress? A recent survey in England suggests that one in four women between 16 and 24 have harmed themselves, and one in eight now suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder. Anxiety, depression, phobias or obsessive compulsive disorder affect 26% of women in this age group. This is what a public health crisis looks like.

If social rupture is not treated as seriously as broken limbs, it is because we cannot see it. But neuroscientists can. A series of fascinating papers suggest that social pain and physical pain are processed by the same neural circuits. This might explain why, in many languages, it is hard to describe the impact of breaking social bonds without the words we use to denote physical pain and injury. In both humans and other social mammals, social contact reduces physical pain. This is why we hug our children when they hurt themselves: affection is a powerful analgesic. Opioids relieve both physical agony and the distress of separation. Perhaps this explains the link between social isolation and drug addiction.

Experiments summarised in the journal Physiology & Behaviour last month suggest that, given a choice of physical pain or isolation, social mammals will choose the former. Capuchin monkeys starved of both food and contact for 22 hours will rejoin their companions before eating. Children who experience emotional neglect, according to some findings, suffer worse mental health consequences than children suffering both emotional neglect and physical abuse: hideous as it is, violence involves attention and contact. Self-harm is often used as an attempt to alleviate distress: another indication that physical pain is not as bad as emotional pain. As the prison system knows only too well, one of the most effective forms of torture is solitary confinement.

It is not hard to see what the evolutionary reasons for social pain might be. Survival among social mammals is greatly enhanced when they are strongly bonded with the rest of the pack. It is the isolated and marginalised animals that are most likely to be picked off by predators, or to starve. Just as physical pain protects us from physical injury, emotional pain protects us from social injury. It drives us to reconnect. But many people find this almost impossible.

It’s unsurprising that social isolation is strongly associated with depression, suicide, anxiety, insomnia, fear and the perception of threat. It’s more surprising to discover the range of physical illnesses it causes or exacerbates. Dementia, high blood pressure, heart disease, strokes, lowered resistance to viruses, even accidents are more common among chronically lonely people. Loneliness has a comparable impact on physical health to smoking 15 cigarettes a day: it appears to raise the risk of early death by 26%. This is partly because it enhances production of the stress hormone cortisol, which suppresses the immune system.

Studies in both animals and humans suggest a reason for comfort eating: isolation reduces impulse control, leading to obesity. As those at the bottom of the socioeconomic ladder are the most likely to suffer from loneliness, might this provide one of the explanations for the strong link between low economic status and obesity?

Anyone can see that something far more important than most of the issues we fret about has gone wrong. So why are we engaging in this world-eating, self-consuming frenzy of environmental destruction and social dislocation, if all it produces is unbearable pain? Should this question not burn the lips of everyone in public life?

There are some wonderful charities doing what they can to fight this tide, some of which I am going to be working with as part of my loneliness project. But for every person they reach, several others are swept past.

This does not require a policy response. It requires something much bigger: the reappraisal of an entire worldview. Of all the fantasies human beings entertain, the idea that we can go it alone is the most absurd and perhaps the most dangerous. We stand together or we fall apart.

Appendix D: A Criticism of Centrelink & its Disconcerting Aftermath: The ‘Autobiography’ of ‘Karen’

1. Link: Autobiography of ‘Karen’
/(Andie Fox): 

Published in the Sydney Morning Herald, 6 February 2017. 

Article written by Andie Fox

http://www.smh.com.au/lifestyle/life-and-relationships/real-life/as-a-struggling-single-mother-centrelink-terrorised-me-over-expartners-debt-20170205-gu61nu.html 

As a struggling single mother, Centrelink terrorised me over ex-partner's debt
It all started when I began receiving calls from a debt collector, which I initially ignored. I knew I had no debt and that any request for personal details from a stranger was cause for suspicion. But after some time I gave in to the harassment – my curiosity got the better of me, and by then the calls were interrupting everything from work meetings to putting the children to bed.

And that was how I discovered I had a Centrelink debt. Once inside, you line up to receive a seat at a computer terminal from which you are expected to use the government website to solve your problems yourself.  A single Centrelink employee marches the floor providing the occasional terse instruction to what resembles an absolute beginners' tutorial in computer literacy.

Finally seated, I found beside me an older man with the grim face of someone bracing themselves as he stared at his screen. On the other side, a young woman stupefied in front of her computer. From her murmurings, I gathered she was in fresh flight from family violence.

I soon found out that to even ask the simplest question about a Centrelink debt requires you to throw yourself into a vortex of humiliating and frustrating bureaucratic procedures. Initially, I tried calling Centrelink during my lunch hour, but I would end up wandering the streets around work with the phone pressed to my ear, on hold, and be no further advanced in the phone queue by the end of the hour.

Eventually, I took a day off work to go into a Centrelink office, and there I discovered the full extent of its armoury against personal contact.

There is no link on the website through which you can explain that the debt they are chasing is your ex-partner's fine for non-lodgement of tax returns, as was the situation in my case. There is no box in any window to select for explaining that his failure to lodge his tax return in that final year together is why the Family Tax Benefit you claimed and filed a tax return for is now seen by Centrelink as fraud.

During the undoing of a long-term relationship you let go of a lot of things. It can be the only way to survive. But I would also advise this – if you know a woman going through divorce, do whatever intervention it takes to keep her on top of finances. Because financial problems, particularly those involving an ex-partner, have a way of metastasizing.  

Having gone as far as I could on the website, I eventually pressed the Centrelink employee and asked that I please be able to just speak to someone directly. I joined another queue. A different staff member saw me at a counter and, again, I relayed my story. Increasingly, I shed any dignity around discussing the details of my break-up and finances.

Here, you have a three-minute window. You have to speak quickly. You have to speak loudly, so nothing is missed. There is no other way to put this, you sound nuts. You are literally announcing the wreckage of your life to a complete stranger in a room full of other strangers.  

In reply, it was suggested that perhaps the situation could be improved if I were to prove the relationship with my ex was truly over. Being de facto, the end of the relationship had no paperwork to speak on my behalf. I offered to give them my ex's contact details, but ironically, privacy legislation prevented them from contacting him about either his past relationship or his tax fine, both things I had just been forced to describe at volume to a room full of strangers.

In reply, it was suggested that perhaps the situation could be improved if I were to prove the relationship with my ex was truly over. Being de facto, the end of the relationship had no paperwork to speak on my behalf. I offered to give them my ex's contact details, but ironically, privacy legislation prevented them from contacting him about either his past relationship or his tax fine, both things I had just been forced to describe at volume to a room full of strangers.

This term, de facto, which I had once taken such feminist pride in, seemed instead to imply to Centrelink that I was wandering listlessly between men. And so, I filled out forms to demonstrate that the heartache and disruption the children and I had experienced was real. And finally, as requested, I provided witnesses to verify my claim.

But this was still not enough, and the telephone calls returned. I don't receive any child support, and in spite of my tax returns being up to date I am now barred from receiving Family Tax Benefits (on account of this "tax fine", which also made me ineligible for getting a loan). I am less capable of getting my ex to lodge his tax returns now than when we were together. As a single parent, I raise my children entirely out of my own earnings. Now I was being threatened with having my wages held back to pay for the debt, and I feared my budget would fall to pieces.

Terrorised by Centrelink, I began to behave as the bureaucracy saw me: angry, emotional, confused, dependent and idiotic. It does not matter that I am a full-time employed economist with several degrees, published books and articles, and security clearance for giving economic policy advice on secret government documents. Now, I was a welfare cheat.  

The woman from Centrelink sighed. "So, you want to appeal the decision?" she asked, and directed me to its website. Having been inside the vortex before, I demanded to lodge my appeal right then with her. She was dismissive, but I insisted.

A shared exasperation emerged over the phone like a bond between us. The forms were awkward to complete, too, with a rigid set of categories ranging from "Centrelink deliberately misled me" to "Centrelink sent me too many duplicate notices". Where was the category for "this is insane"?

In tears, I conceded that I wouldn't win the appeal.

I was, by now, quite distressed. Ultimately, this must have been noted somewhere because it triggered a call from a Centrelink social worker to check on me. Again, I explained the story. But this time, she paused in the middle of her spiel and tenderly agreed that, "this is bad, you're in a bad situation". She would do what she could to help my appeal, she said. In the days leading up to Christmas I learned that the board had reviewed its decision, agreed an error had been made, and that my ex's fine would be cleared from my record.

The debt recovery operation currently being run by Centrelink using data matching has the extraordinarily high error rate of one in five. I doubt any private enterprise would be allowed to get away with these error rates for debt collection.

You would like to think that my story means at least the one in five errors are all being identified and eventually resolved, but it doesn't. Many of my fellow Centrelink "clients" will lack the assertiveness, confidence, energy and literacy I used to fight for my case. The errors in their debt will not be found. Money will be taken, wrongfully, from some of the very poorest people in this country. I guarantee you they are terrified.

And anyway, my case isn't over.

Days before publication of this piece I was contacted by Centrelink with a new notification of debt. I have been instructed to pay back the Family Tax Benefit we received in the year my ex didn't file his tax return. And so, it begins again.

And that statement was prescient in a different sense: (mmm)

The Department of Human Resources felt it within its right to release personal information it felt redressed mistakes in the original article… we find this unusual situation examined in the following article also published by the Sydney Morning Herald titled: Centrelink is an easy target… written by Paul Malone (which can be found in the following link). (mmm)

2. Link: Paul Malone, The Sydney Morning Herald; 26 February 2017:

http://www.smh.com.au/comment/centrelink-is-an-easy-target-for-complaints-but-there-are-two-sides-to-every-story-20170224-gukr4x.html
Centrelink is an easy target for complaints but there are two sides to every story

The ABC's Q&A audience laughed at Attorney General George Brandis when he suggested last Monday that people with Centrelink problems could simply contact the agency and sort out the matter.

There are so many accounts of problems with Centrelink that Brandis' view seemed like fantasyland.

Complainants range from ABC 7.30 Report presenter, Leigh Sales, to disability pensioners and victims of Centrelink's debt recovery operations.

But could it be that sometimes the agency is being unfairly castigated?

One of the hardest hitting criticisms came from blogger and writer Andie Fox in an article published in Fairfax media outlets on February 6.

She says she tried calling Centrelink during her lunch hour but "I would end up wandering the streets around work with the phone pressed to my ear, on hold, and be no further advanced in the phone queue by the end of the hour."

Eventually, she took a day off work to go into a Centrelink office.

But the media adviser for Human Services Minister Alan Tudge said that had she called the 1800 contact number on her debtor's letter she would in all probability have gone straight through.

I tried this number and low and behold, I got an instant answer.

This is not to say that all Centrelink calls are answered quickly.

There are far too many complaints for that to be true.

But there are at least two sides to every story.

In her detailed article Ms Fox complained that her problem arose from the fact that she was chased by Centrelink for a debt actually owed by her former de facto partner.

She then detailed the run-around she got trying to resolve the matter.

She says she soon found out that even asking the simplest question about the debt threw her into "a vortex of humiliating and frustrating bureaucratic procedures."

But Centrelink has a different story.

The agency says Ms Fox's debt is a Family Tax Benefit (FTB) debt for the 2011-12 financial year which arose after she received more FTB than she was entitled to because she under-estimated her family income for that year.

The original debt was raised because she and her ex-partner did not lodge a tax return or confirm their income information for 2011-12.

Centrelink says that after Ms Fox notified the department that she had separated from her partner, the debt due to her partner's non-lodgement was cancelled.

But what of other problems Ms Fox says she had in dealing with Centrelink?

"Once inside, you line up to receive a seat at a computer terminal from which you are expected to use the government website to solve your problems yourself. A single Centrelink employee marches the floor providing the occasional terse instruction to what resembles an absolute beginners' tutorial in computer literacy."

Ms Fox says there was no link on the website through which she could explain that she thought the debt Centrelink was chasing was her ex-partner's fine for non-lodgement of tax returns.

There was no box in any window to select to explain that his failure to lodge his tax return was why the Family Tax Benefit she claimed was now seen by Centrelink as fraud.

Having gone as far as she could on the website, she pressed the Centrelink employee and asked to speak to someone directly.

She joined another queue. A different staff member saw her at a counter and, again, she relayed her story, shedding any dignity around discussing the details of her break-up and finances.

But Centrelink general manager Hank Jongen says Centrelink made numerous attempts to get in touch with Ms Fox via phone and letter but many of these attempts were left unanswered. Between November 16 and January 17 Centrelink made four phone calls and sent six letters to Ms Fox.

Centrelink says it was not until 2015 that she informed them that she had separated from her partner in 2013.

Mr Jongen said the experience described by Ms Fox could have been avoided if she had informed the department she had separated from her partner in a timely way, and if she had lodged her tax returns in a timely way.

The Department of Human Services maintains that overall wait times have been reduced this year and social security and welfare average-speed-of-answer is around 12 minutes.

But averages don't help you if you happen to be inquiring at a time when wait times are over an hour.

More staff are needed, particularly during the peak month of July and from December to March each year when there is increased demand for help from families and students.

For years I've thought that, of the three broad public service tasks – policy development, service delivery and regulation – far too many staff were allocated to policy development and far too few to the other two areas.

Policy development is the high status activity, but service delivery and regulation are where people meet the service and rate its performance.

At the very least I believe policy development officers should spend some time every year working at the shop front. This should apply from the head of the Prime Minister's Department, to Treasury and Finance Department budget officers.

Answering pensioners' queries or fronting a Centrelink counter would not only help the service delivery officers, it would give the policy officers real insight into the role of government.

Time for trivialties

Currently senior officers can find time for trivial matters such as the Australian Public Service Commission's Brandit competition.

For years the tagline One APS Career, thousands of opportunities has been attached to public service job advertisements.

I doubt if anyone paid attention to this jabber. It would be no loss if it disappeared.

But with nothing else to do, the commission has run a competition to find a new tagline to "convey the employment value proposition of the APS".

The competition has, of course, included the full bureaucratic kit of judging criteria and judging panel.

Two external judges and the head of the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet, Martin Parkinson and the Public Service commissioner, John Lloyd have found time to ponder the 32 shortlisted entries from over 700 "fantastic" submissions. I'd rather see them down at the local Centrelink helping members of the public.

Now, as a consequence of this potential breaching of privacy, a number of people have raised concerns about the exercise of such ‘discretion’.
 Whatever the merits or non-merits of such disclosure by a government department we could well ask that department in question to disclose how many claims that a ‘debt has been incurred’ have been made and in how many instances such a debt was finally cancelled, completely; the average amount asked for and then deemed correct; how much has actually been raised; the percentage of claims that were incorrect, etc., and so on! Importantly, we should ask if the minister in question is informed about such statistics; surely, they should be easily ascertainable in this age of the computer, and, why they should not also be disclosed so that an informed debate can be run by all parties concerned. Their non-disclosure, in this instance, must surely be read as a sign of problems in this regard and the further damage they would do to this conservative government? At some stage such figures will be realeased… it merely being a matter of how long the politicians would prefer the public to be left uninformed in this regard… and are able to prevent them from being so informed…. (nnn)

3. Link: The ABC also has an article on this meta-debate titled: People who criticise Centrelink’s debt recovery could have personal information released to ‘correct the record’; written by Henry Belot; 28.2.17. (mmm)

Link: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-27/dhs-warns-to-disclose-centrelink-recipients-history/8307958 

4. Link: Centrelink robo-debt 'abject failure' and arguably unlawful, Victoria Legal Aid says:
Scathing assessment comes as system again put under the microscope, this time by external auditors PwC Australia

ABC News: Christopher Knaus; 12.4.17.

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/apr/11/centrelink-robo-debt-abject-failure-and-arguably-unlawful-victoria-legal-aid-says?utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Australia+Morning+mail+new+030615&utm_term=221414&subid=12371242&CMP=ema_1731 

Appendix E: Links to Other Relevant Essays
1. An insider’s account of a dodgy private collage rorting student loans: 

ABC: Posted Monday 27 June 2016.

http://www.abc.net.au/triplej/programs/hack/an-insiders-account-of-the-dodgy-private-college-rort/7547906 

2. George Mobiot, The Guardian, 5 April 2017.

Freeing up the rich to exploit the poor – that’s what Trump and Brexit are about

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/apr/04/ripping-up-protections-brexit-trump-freedom?CMP=share_btn_fb 

3. Ross Gittins, The Sydney Morning Herald, 10 April 2017: Too many stuff-ups to put economic reforms into reverse

http://www.smh.com.au/business/comment-and-analysis/too-many-stuffups-about-to-put-economic-reform-into-reverse-20170408-gvgsaq.html 

� 	George Monbiot; Georg Monbiot; Neoliberalism: the deep story that lies beneath Donald Trump’s triumph (published in the Guardian, Monday 14 November 2016). I have duplicated this essay in Appendix I. The reader should also note two more essays published by this same author and also published in the Guardian. George Mobiot; Neoliberalism –  the ideology at the root of all our problems (published in the Guardian, Friday, 15 April 2016). This essay (in the form of a condensed one page paraphrase constructed from this essay) was examined in my first extended essay titled, At What Cost? I have reprinted this essay in Appendix II. Georg Monbiot; Neoliberalism is creating loneliness. That’s what’s wrenching society apart (published in the Guardian, Wednesday 12 October 2016). This essay discusses mental health under the social pressures of a neo-liberally oriented environment. A copy of this essay can be found in Appendix C.


� 	A comment made in a speech by Hilary Clinton, in hindsight unwisely, on Friday, 9 September 2016 at an evening fundraiser in New York. She had stated that half the supporters of Donald Trump belonged in a “basket of deplorables” of people who were “racist, sexist, homophobic, xenophobic, Islamophobic”. Reported in the Sydney Morning Herald by Jeff Mason, 11 September 2016. She also added that some of these people were irredeemable, she said, but they did not represent America. Trump distorted this comment by tweeting “Wow, Hilary Clinton was SO INSULTING to my supporters, millions of hard working people. I think it will cost her at the Polls!” Some might argue that this tweet was more effective in this regard. In de-ontological terms, many would argue that it is right, a duty, to call out what is wrong as something that is ‘wrong’, and, that comments and behaviour that are ‘racist, sexist, etc.’, should be called out as such. But in many ways Trump is not playing by conventional rules and would appear to be pragmatically spinning such claims in order to head them in a diametrically opposite direction by apparently invoking another set of de-ontological principles being ‘violated’ by merely mentioning the first set. If you appear to have the appearance of owning and controlling the relatively major discourse here then such claims made in this first set of principles can be undermined and replaced by those of a second set. In this regard that speech by Hilary Clinton was deemed by Trump ‘to be insulting to hardworking Americans who supported his bid for the Presidency’. Hilary Clinton was criticizing ‘some’ of Trump’s supporters whereas, in contrast, Trump’s tweet turned this around by claiming that she insulted ‘all’ his supporters, who, as he tells us are ‘hardworking Americans’ (and by implication do not deserve to be criticized in this manner, etc.). Such continual and skilful ‘repackaging’ deserves to be closed examined. Obviously, de-ontologically calling a spade a spade equally deserved to be more skillfully represented and presented, indeed, re-presented (and in a manner that anticipates such immanent attempts at a ‘manipulative process of reversal’.


� 	In effect, finding situations where we must not automatically ‘privilege’ the Postmodern observation that ‘we should not privilege any form of privilege whatsoever’. The same type of asymmetry applying to the so-called ‘debate’ between climate deniers and those who accept accelerated climate warming is a phenomenon that we have to confront (whilst not lumping in reasonable climate skeptics with the former given that the scientific life-world must also have and preserve a place for healthy skepticism). 


� 	I have argued that the political forces at play in a mature democracy now must take minor life-worlds into political account, especially at times of election, given the often close, chaotic nature of election to be decided by a few votes in certain electorates. Witness the recent American elections for the Presidency in 2016. Given that certain key sections of the electorate need to be taken into political account politicians have been defusing the hegemony of the majority through a progressive external empowerment and internal enfranchisement of many minor life-worlds in order to better capture their votes. Unfortunately, such a détente is undermined by demagogues who successfully appeal to the majority of a relatively major life-world. Such ‘minor’ life-worlds as that of women (given their relative disenfranchisement and disempowerment by the historical legacies of the ‘major’ male life-world; life-worlds based on ethnicities and cultures, sexual orientations, etc; in being disabled, or the elderly, etc., etc.


� 	The role of the footnote already subsuming this purpose in some prior footnotes.


� 	8 January 2017. We also need to note that neo-liberalism is associated with other phenomena.


� 	Along with all other ideological forms of de-centered disruption.


� 	Life-world with no capitals; neither ‘L’ nor ‘W’ in order to differentiate minor and major life-worlds from the transcendental potentiality-actuality of the ‘Life-World’ in whose potentiality-actuality the former find their existences, our existence and our engagement therein before-others, with-others.


� 	Refer to the recent article in The Guardian by Robert Shiller; Why did US voters back Trump? Economic powerlessness. Link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.theguardian.com/business/2016/nov/22/why-did-americans-support-trump-economic-powerlessness" �www.theguardian.com/business/2016/nov/22/why-did-americans-support-trump-economic-powerlessness� 


� 	‘Style’ can be defined as ‘the distinctive manner of resolution adopted…’ In 2016 I have written books dealing with politics, economics, neo-liberalism, policy formation and stylistics (in four books). For more information on these topics the reader can refer to the same via the (first) link indicated by an ‘*’.


� 	The extent criticism impinges on management, and, management observes critical input in the ongoing light of evaluation and comparative re-evaluation (assuming, hopefully, that an evidence-based policy formation is being observed in some form or other; be that formally or through default). Another aspect of stylistics is compliance. i.e., modes of enforcement in the adherence of policy settings within guidelines explicitly and/or implicitly predefined.


� 	George Monbiot; : Neoliberalism – the ideology at the root of all our problems; in the Guardian 15 April 2016. Link: � HYPERLINK http://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/apr/15/neoliberalism-ideology-problem-george-monbiot ��www.theguardian.com/books/2016/apr/15/neoliberalism-ideology-problem-george-monbiot� 


� 	Noël Tointon; At What Cost? The Political-Economy? An Extended Introduction: A Criticism of Neo-Liberal Ideology, and, an Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy; paragraph 52.


� 	Along with a more positive re-evaluation of monopolies (in whatever form they arise?).


� 	An ‘observation’ noted by Joe oc Hockey in his speech prefacing the Federal Budget 2014: “We are a nation of lifters, not leaners.”


� 	Here, in contrast to the neo-liberal condition, as a manifestation of a Republican-like singularity, we can juxtapose the communist or socialist condition/s as the manifestation of what I am tempted to call a socialistic condensate, or a Democratic-like condensate, through invoking a parallel to the scientific concept of a Bose-Einstein condensate (where, at extremely low temperatures, all the elements in that relationship are in an observable state of near uniformity as if that state itself were entirely one single particle given its primary expression is representative of that holistic state of affairs. Refer to the Wikipedia article titled: Bose-Einstein condensate).


� 	Governments can create inflation, sell bonds, print money, oversee forms of quantitative easing, etc., unlike the powers of a household or of a business (to a lesser extent, where the latter can create financial instruments like bonds, shares, etc.)


� 	Donald Trump’s companies have declared bankruptcy more than four times. Refer to the political fact check by Linda Qiu on Tuesday, June 21st, 2016. 


Link: � HYPERLINK http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/2016/jun/hillary-clinton/yep-donald-trumps-companies-have-declared-bankrupt/ ��www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/2016/jun/hillary-clinton/yep-donald-trumps-companies-have-declared-bankrupt/�


� 	Various figures are quoted from 4 to 14 billion dollars. 


� 	Refer to the article in the Guardian, by George Monbiot, 30 November 2016 titled: Frightened by Donald Trump? You don’t know half of it.


� 	Ibid, E.g., Scott Pruitt, a climate change sceptic, has been put in charge of the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) (and is currently suing this same body over the Clean Power Plan). Trump’s business and political connections with those in industries directly related to fossil fuels should also be noted. 


� 	E.g., refer to the article in the Guardian, by Robert Shiller, 22 November 2016 titled: Why did US voters back Trump? Economic powerlessness.


� 	In truth neo-liberal policies affect all strata of society and CEO’s can be laid off as easily as non-CEO’s, etc. Moreover, an increase in the numbers of those who are unemployed and homeless, etc., only make it harder for those who are already suffering such levels of economic disenfranchisement, disempowerment and alienation to find some form of either short-term and/or long-term relief and redress. Past inequity, present dis-equity and future non-equity can all be included under the term mis-equity.


� 	Some economists, e.g., Ross Gittins, economic reporter for Fairfax. Refer to, e.g., Sydney Morning Herald; Many guesses why productivity may have stopped improving, 3.12.16. 


Link:  � HYPERLINK http://www.rossgittins.com/2016/12/many-guesses-why-productivity-may-have.html?m=1 ��www.rossgittins.com/2016/12/many-guesses-why-productivity-may-have.html?m=1� 


� 	Ross Gittins; ‘Growth and jobs’: the numbers that debunk a company tax cut; Sydney Morning Herald, 28.5.16. Link: � HYPERLINK http://www.google.com.au/amp/s/amp.smh.com.au/business/the-economy/growth-and-jobs-the-numbers-that ��www.google.com.au/amp/s/amp.smh.com.au/business/the-economy/growth-and-jobs-the-numbers-that�-debunk-a-company-tax-cut-20160527-gp572e.html?client=ms-android-telestra-au


� 	How else can we account for a comment, pronounced by the then Prime Minister, Tony Abbott, that “coal is the future, good for humanity..!”? In a speech reported on October 13, 2014.


� 	Some of these ideas, to this point, and those following, are taken from my recent book of eight political essays titled: Politics as the Art of the Realization of the Possible.


� 	A point I have argued elsewhere.


� 	Of which this brief essay forms a Pre-Introduction to the essay that alluded to in its main title.


� 	‘Rectification’ dealing with a reversal of negative influences, and, ‘re-normalization’ positively re-directing beneficial, non-adverse courses of restoration (in valuation formation).


� 	Through critically cultivating the valuation formation at the center of our relationships through the overall creation, preservation, conservation and meta-conservation of those relationships.


� 	Hence a series of ‘r’s’: i.e., existential re-constitution through recognition, resilience, resistance, reversal/re-direction, re-organization (and redressment through rectification and re-normalization), internal and external responsibility, or, we will find that we will also have to add ‘revolution’ to this same list!


� 	Incremental addition and/or subtraction of inputs, in a certain system, inevitably reaches a point of chaotic bifurcation and re-direction (be that system psychological or non-psychological in orientation, and, where, in the former, some form of habitually redirected, pre-organized, relatively non-existential responsiveness/non-responsiveness could be enacted at the relative expense of that relationship in question).


� 	The Trump-like demagogic phenomenon of re-promoting the hegemony of a dominant major cultural discourse in my opinion is a side-effect of neo-liberally induced inequity, etc. By ‘etc.’, I include all other forms of ideological de-centering as well. It is my hope that progressive forces in major political parties can successfully address and redress such root issues. E.g., the Greens in Australia, through their policies, should be aimed towards a viable amelioration of this process and trend of inequity, etc., induced through neo-liberal policies, etc. And, that the same applies to all parties if they wish to attain the political status of a viable major discourse in that regard (and, therein, win elections with productive and positive policies rather than appealing to the cul de sac of populist messaging and its inevitable disasters).


� 	Either sequentially or concurrently. E.g., an executive could lose their job and then find it hard to re-enter their previous field of vocation. Or, we can all be victims of excessive political change induced, in part or in whole, by the adverse consequences of neo-liberal excess, etc.


� 	Hopefully, being organized through pro-relationally observed forms of existential re-self-organization.


� 	As argued in my set of eight political essays titled: Politics as the Art of the Realization of the Possible. Refer to the first essay.


� 	I.e., those voters who don’t vote for the two major parties of the Coalition or Labor, but, instead, vote for the Greens, a minor party or an independent. 


� 	We can also add here that most of the additional productivity and profit generated in the business world has not gone to the ninety percent of the population, and, with diminishing tax receipts and revenue government have had to continually cut back on government expenditure and/or spread it more thinly on an expanding array of programs in with the public have voiced a general demand for greater government expenditure on a wide range of programs (and where governments themselves have inaugurated additional expenditures be that on military programs or elsewhere, etc.).


� 	I am reliably informed that the vocation of a choreographer is relatively safe along with some jobs in upper management, creative pursuits or those that involve degrees of dexterity, e.g., trades, cleaners, etc.


� 	Non-digital disruption occurs when a monopoly or a non-monopoly is disrupted through new technologies with or without digital assistance. E.g., the uptake of solar power and wind power equally diminishes need for power to be generated through the utilization of fossil fuels, and, solar power with the advent of improved battery storage has the potential of circumventing the electricity grid as well. Similarly, premises that collect and store their own drinking water, etc., can circumvent water utilities, etc. As for digital disruption, the list is unending. A number of futurists are even arguing that many vocations will basically disappear given their replacement by expert systems, robots, automation, voice recognition, etc. 


� 	Like debating whether a plebiscite for marriage equality is needed when it could be just enacted and, thereby and therein, legislatively harmonize our international treaty obligations. Like the trivial debates of over 13c of the Anti-Discrimination Act. Without proffering advice on how to strengthen such a worthy objective. Or, e.g., the considerable wasteful expenditure involved in an ongoing partisan union bashing when the laws already on the books should be better enforced, etc. Indeed, money spent on a broad-spectrum establishment of a non-partisan oriented process of enforced compliance could be well-spent in fields from taxation to financial products, from detecting and fining employers who do not correctly pay their employees to the seemingly endemic and politically ‘invited’ corruption of property developers, etc.


� 	I make a distinction between iterative ‘redirection’, more of the same, and re-iterative ‘re-direction’ which involves an element of chaotic re-direction towards a novel, perhaps unexpected, direction or set of directions.


� 	The topic of political capital is examined in my recent set of eight political essays titled: Politics as the Art of the Realization of the Possible. Refer to the eighth essay: Part VIII.


� 	11 December, 2016.


�� 	Trump’s motto of “draining the (political) swamp in (Washington)” is very catchy, but, is also very easily deconstructed. The hen house (of Washington) is run by ‘hens’. Then, draining swamps is also a very 19th century idea and, today, is usually not considered to be ecologically sound. However, ‘swamps’ as an ecological rich eco-system could also be seen as code for minorities, outsiders, inhabitants of minor life-worlds (forgetting that we all belong to an assortment of minor life-worlds). 


� 	Refer to my recent set of eight political essays titled: Politics as the Art of the Realization of the Possible.


� 	I have argued that this two-stage process of deconstructing a major discourse and replacing it with the dominance of a minor discourse can be reduced to a one-stage process through an existentialization of process.


� 	Contra the superficial principles of a neo-liberalism and its mindless promotion of one-sided competition, etc. Basically, to get anything done we must first ‘work together’!


� 	‘Fine’ meant in both senses of a being ‘a good and decent hope’, and, ‘a nearly impossible one to envisage let alone inaugurate and realize’.


� 	‘Valuational formation’ includes ‘value formation’ but also the ‘value of identity formation’ and the ‘value of ‘work’ associated with such an orientation. These three facets reflecting, respectively, existential orientations, phenomenal-phenomenological orientations and hermeneutical orientations











� 	Indeed, in Australia causal employment has recently increased from one sixth of the work force to now approximately one third. Of those employed in this category some will desire such flexible employment, however, I am sure, many would prefer to find reasonable full-time work in order to save, to find a mortgage or pay their current mortgage, etc. (in order to move out of the rental market, find a better standard of living, actually start to save some money for emergencies, holidays, retirement, etc.).


� 	 "99 percent of all new income today (is) going to the top 1 percent."


— � HYPERLINK "http://www.politifact.com/personalities/bernie-s/" �Bernie Sanders� on Sunday, April 19th, 2015 in comments on "Fox News Sunday"


This claim was fact checked by Politifact:





Our ruling:





Sanders said that "99 percent of all new income (is) going to the top 1 percent."


Sanders is referring to pre-tax, pre-transfer income growth during the economic recovery from 2009-13.


We found consensus among economists that the statistic and calculation offered by Sanders is credible, but it’s just not the only way to consider income inequality. Other measures may be equally valid and produce different results. But economists say specific data does not yet exist.


Sanders’ claim is accurate but needs additional notes of context. We rate it Mostly True.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/2015/apr/19/bernie-s/bernie-sanders-says-99-percent-new-income-going-to/" �http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/2015/apr/19/bernie-s/bernie-sanders-says-99-percent-new-income-going-to/� 


� 	I remember hearing a similar claim that in Australia since the GFC, ninety-two of all productivity gains translated into wages, etc., is going to the top ten percent? A claim I have yet to substantiate.


� 	‘PAYE’ an abbreviation for ‘pay (tax) as you earn’.


� 	A PR failure only further exacerbated by the callous, politically unwise release of  personal data from one person who non-anonymously criticized Centrelink in an article in the Sydney Morning Herald. Refer to Section 5. Subsection xi. of this extended essay (paragraphs xxx-***)


� 	Digital disruption is reasonably well understood and recognized. We also have non-digital disruption of monopolies (and non-monopolies). E.g., it is now possible, but still relatively expensive, for a house and it household to become self-sufficient in terms of services once supplied by traditional monopolies like those utilities that once delivered or oversaw power, water, sewage, rubbish collection, etc. 


� 	The degree of disruption means governments must get involved for at least two important reasons: they are in a position of size to assist us in helping to make this transition less disruptive, and, for their own survival. If discontentment were to rise further, as it is, the democratic foundations we currently take for granted will be severely rocked by democratically elected populists with their own agendas; witness Trump et al.


� 	I am equating an ‘objective center’ in a culture, and the collection of its social representations, in the same manner that I would define an objective political center (i.e., that [descriptive-prescriptive] sense of a center) that would be arrived through the thorough critical suspension of an essential representation of that in question (which, in this instance is our vision of a certain culture or political-economic culture, etc.).


� 	Fortunately, for most of us, most of the time, we do and can escape this existential state of paralysis (revealed, to some degree and in some manner, in and through all forms of psychosis). If we merely exercised a rhetorical suspension then it would be like asking ourselves “do I exist or do I not exist?” and finding no exit from the madness of such an eternal question. Our exit being through a suspension of the same; i.e., am I actually, forever, asking this question or not asking this question… and finding relief by suspending the same in turn… which also brings us back to the original question… which can be productively left if we find some form of resolution through such form of engagement. To ask this question I must exist (as per Descartes). On the other hand, I cannot be exactly the same person as that person before they asked this question, etc., since that person had not asked that question, etc. Hence the dialectical nature of such resolution. Fortunately, or unfortunately, we overlook the dialectics of resolution and align our response with the ‘winning response’ by all too often overlooking the complementary/supplementary manner of its deeper qualifications. So, e.g., I have accepted this response over that response because of its apparent truthfulness or truthiness, because I am bound by duty to accept it in that form, and/or, because it is pragmatic to follow this profitable line of approach, etc., etc.


� 	The entire article is replicated in Appendix A.


� 	Further complicated by the triple dialectic of the aspirational economy and the modes of resolution entertained within between realistic, idealistic and pragmatic considerations in the context of the double dialectic of personal ambitions versus public aspirations, etc., 


� 	Valuational formation being seen to operate within and between the headings of the modes of identity, function and value formation. 


� 	E.g., refer to my book Politics as the Art of the Possible, Essay I.


� 	The very over-iterative nature of the Media can cause the public to insulate itself from its various media ‘campaigns’ and the like. Hence a certain degree of non-alignment. E.g., many people will say they find politics a turn off and find themselves consequently less interested in political forms of engagement.


� 	Paul H. Rosenberg is senior editor at Random Lengths News, a bi-weekly serving the Los Angeles harbor area (according to Alternet). He is also a columnist for Al Jazeera English. This article was posted on salon.com on 6 February 2017.


� 	So, e.g., certain historical figures can be seen with different forms of valuation when seen from the perspective of different countries. Thus, we would expect that the historical figure of Joan of Arc, e.g., would have a difference in meaning between Catholics and non-Catholics, between the English and the French… along with differences to be also found in the course of time, etc.


� 	E.g., in regard to the first formalized expressions of so-called ‘Trumpcare’, the Congressional Budget Office predicts 24 million Americans, effectively, will lose their health insurance. How can the Republicans impossibly square the circle between those Republicans who want the government out of assisting people with their affordable health insurance cover and those who worry over the de-ontological dilemma of not giving poor people, etc., better access to health care… all in the context of a potential electoral backlash from those very same voters who are poor, etc., and who are financially struggling to get such expensive cover. One wonders to what degree Republicans are electorally suicidal in this regard? Is it wise to side with this President who daily demonstrates their erratic trajectories and inability to deal in true facts whilst stepping outside their associated fake histories with their fraudulent mythologies? This all occurs in a context where Obamacare, for all its faults, is managing, overall, to deliver, and, where now half the country is off the opinion that such legislation has been and is good for the people of the US. Most people are de-ontologists and not mere pragmatists. People are more wired to make moral decision rather than just pragmatic ones, and, jurists, politicians, authors, cartoonists, etc., should take this bias on board if not already au fait with the same in their own lives. In this regard, de-ontological, compactual directions have a greater force than mere practical, contractual decision making enacted without recourse to the former!


� 	‘Governance’ meaning all forms of government from mature democracies to the governance of a commercial enterprise or some community based venture. A manifesto that systematically addresses concerns from the corrupting influences of donations to the transparency of lobbying from redressing forms of mis-equity (such as inequity, dis-equity and possible non-equity, etc.) to reconstituting a political-economy that exhibits existential care and concern on all levels without just instituting contractual responses, etc. This ‘apparent destabalization’ is not the result of any intentional desire organized by an individual, set of individuals, by any organization or group of organizations; despite ideological expressions for small government and/or interference in democratic elections by relatively non-democratic forces, etc., but, rather, the unintended consequence of relentless, incrementally instituted, neo-liberal policy settings operating in a political atmosphere where the voting public feels an increasing disconnect between so-called elites and non-elites, etc., in part, defined to a large extent by this increasing differential in overall mis-equity.


� 	‘Unstressed’ meaning ‘not stressed enough’. Although ongoing resolution is more important than actual stress levels. Perhaps we should also add ‘relatively stressed’ as well given that responses become institutionalized, formed through habits that lose their flexibility and innovativeness, and, this can happen in either over-stressed (or easily stressed), stressed or unstressed systems as well. I.e., across the entire gamut of stress. That, ideally, stress is a relative concern given that what is more important is the quanta or degree of ongoing, relatively successful resolution apparently entered into. So, in this light, stress per se is not problematic, rather, whether it is suitably resolved. ‘Suitable’ being code here for ‘proper, appropriate and apposite’ in phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential terms of reference, more or less, respectively).


� 	Populists and other types of non-democratic authoritarian leadership are all very happy to disestablish forms of democratic resilience, positive counter-reaction and restoration of the democratic prospect. This restoration being a suitable, positive re-constituted adaptation of that democratic prospect.


� 	‘Progressive’ being used in an ironic sense of moving in time and undermining itself at the same time.


� 	Or, e.g., it could be more prominent members of a political party as in China, or plutocrats as in Russia, etc.


� 	If such populists were more intelligent and insightful they might advance a different set of policy settings, even, perhaps, a set that might successfully address and redress these neo-liberally induced imbalances in our current political-economies that have been promoting such democratic distortions.


� 	The life-world of women, effectively, is being treated as a minor life-world through the continuance of an institutionalized and entrenched relative mis-equity with the ‘major’ life-world of men (even though women marginally outnumber men).


� 	As demonstrated in various signs that could be seen (and given a relative prominence on television) exhibited at numerous Trump’s political rallies noting ‘African-Americans for Trump’, ‘Women for Trump’, ‘Gays for Trump’, etc.


� 	E.g., the induction of sin and guilt in various forms of Christianity and then exhibiting distinctive ways such defects and flaws in the human psyche can be resolved and overcome through some religious form of rectificational behaviour. Or, as in Buddhism, in general, where the concept of ignorance (avidya) in this world (samsara) is to be experienced and then overcome through some form of reflection and contemplation, with an ensuing enlightenment (nirvana) and wisdom (prajna), etc. We may suppose that this form of a cognitive rift (between an aspirational ideality and a re-interpreted reality) is at the center of all religious philosophies and practice, indeed, at the core of all forms of institutional behaviour as well. I.e., at the core of all organized behaviour, are various instituted forms of the aspirational economy (as examined elsewhere in previous essays).


� 	Populists are notoriously imprecise in defining either so-called problems or solutions to those same ‘problems’. Even the expression ‘imprecise’ is imprecise given their assortment of loose definitions, contradictions, re-writing images or instances as simple metaphors, re-writing ‘problematic’ issues in affective-emotional language, over-simplifications, allusions, outright lies, never retracted incorrect statements, alternative facts, backtracking, ignoring criticisms, claims of being ‘taken out of context’, denying previous statements, direct blanket denials, and the like.


� 	Witness the repeated claims made by Trump to be a ‘deal-maker’, and yet his apparent inability, thankfully; as seen by the political establishment, etc., to effectively operate in a political sphere of operation. In reality, though, the setting of contracts is the same across the entire spectrum of the political-economy, but, their existentially oriented observance also demands their correct compactual incorporation. I.e., good faith on the part of all relevant parties, etc. This aspect, sadly, is all too often overlooked.


� 	President Trump seems to well exemplify this point in his repeated attacks on the Media (with his accusations of ‘fake news’), denigrating judges that effectively thwart his ambitions as ‘so-called judges’, by trying to slash various departmental budgets, etc., promoting persons that are loyal yet incompetent or non-qualified or antithetical to the very institutions to which they have been given executive roles, etc. 


� 	Through the institution of positive policy setting, i.e., those setting that amplify positive valuational formation across the entire political economy.


� 	The perceptive reader would realize that what I mean here is the suitable exercise of an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension realized through the enaction of such responsible existential engagement.


� 	I.e., being engaged in a suitably disposed, ongoing balance of both active and passive appreciation of all ‘our’ relevant responsibilities; i.e., on the behalf of both ourselves and the relationship/s themselves.


� 	Are we now effectively witnessing either the impotence or destructiveness of a ‘so-called President’ Trump or a ‘fake President’ Trump? A president that the public, in due time, would prefer he was merely left to be playing golf and, effectively, sidelined (by both the political establishment, the public and other governments). A president whose legitimacy is also being continually undermined by the inability to quickly discount the possibility of possible covert Russian connections (that go beyond the mere influencing of his election)?


� 	That we must ever inescapably ‘depend on the kindness of others’.


� 	After the same way, he, himself, has been seen to abuse judges he perceives as delivering judgments that are obviously unfavourable to himself by declaring them to be ‘so-called judges’. Unfortunately, this ‘so-called President’ is not some mere trompe l’oeil but a current reality that has to be lived with and continually engaged in a serious manner. We are hoping that the American political establishment and its supporters can successfully rise to this challenge presented by this potentially dangerous demagogue.


� 	A ‘perception’, of considerable tax minimization, happily confirmed by Trump himself. Stating “that makes me smart” in the first presidential debate with Hilary Clinton. He also stated in a tweet that be so well informed in the complexity of tax law that, as a presidential contender, he was “the only person who can fix them” (2 October 16). He later qualified this comment by saying this just referred to his federal taxes, and, that what taxes are owing (after legal minimization) are paid (as evidenced in his publicly released tax declaration for 1995 and his leaked tax declaration for 2005).


� 	We know who or what these vested interests are when ‘we can follow the money!’ Unfortunately, in Australia, e.g., under miscellaneous donations laws operating on both the federal and state levels, only a certain amount of disclosed donations can be accounted for. In a recent article posted by the ABC, 1 February 17, written by Ashlynne McGhee, the figure of 49% (77 million dollars) was calculated. However, I suspect this so-called ‘dark money’ itself is a bit like an iceberg and that under it we have even more unaccounted-for funds channeled indirectly to the major political parties and their public operatives and their commissioned agents, etc. Officially, donations of $13,001 have to be declared. Donations can be broken up and each branch of the same party can be given $13,000. Then, donations noted as ‘other’ can come through companies prepared to donate to a political party. Then, we have individual candidates being assisted through certain expenses being paid, etc., and, who may or may not declare such beneficence, etc.


� 	Concepts discussed elsewhere under the terms of insurance and assurance. Refer to essays concerning this type of topic in my Transformation through Re-Self-Organization, e.g., Part XLV.


� 	Editorial Comment: In the course of writing the Pursuit of Philosophy as a Discipline I have had to revise this schematization to read: facts are arrived at, primarily, through the particularity of phenomenal-phenomenological analyses; narratives involve the generality of hermeneutical investigations; and, critiques (and meta-critique) concern the specificity of non-systematic existential examinations. That this type of schematized structure basically applies to all disciplines whether philosophical or otherwise.


 � 	Such intentionally articulated constitution being discerned through an ongoing alignment between the phenomenal orientation and the phenomenological orientation discerned in this amalgam of phenomenon-oriented and phenomenological-oriented aspects in engagement. As noted elsewhere, ‘engagement’ is ‘both an encountered-recognition/recognized-encounter’. Such alignment being discerned from these two orientations of the ontological and epistemological respectively. However, as no pure representation can be discerned either way it implies that alignment is arrived at through a continual switching of our interest between these two polarities of the ontological and epistemological. In a similar manner, e.g., to Husserlian noetic-noematic correlativity. Such a correlativity can also take a triple set of reference orientations by noting the phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and the existential polarities (as found to underlie, e.g., the aspirational economy, the intentional economy etc.).


� 	The reader should note in this extended essay that we have general ‘investigations’, particular ‘analyses’ and specific ‘examinations’ (as indicated by the titles of these three sections 3-5).


� 	‘Mythical’ for a number of reasons. The bottom line, as an expression of profitability and, indirectly, sustainability, are only representations of the metaphorical ‘health’ of the (commercial) organization in question. All representation involves an element of misrepresentation. Or, such figures could be used to argued either way in the enaction of a certain form of managerial behaviour. Then, measurement is only of a certain facet or aspect within a certain generality, etc. (and where the rest of the phenomenon or set of phenomena in question are left relatively unobserved, etc.). Of course, limitations need to be observed, but, we should also carefully observe just where are those limits are delineated and what potential or actual valuational formation is lost by such demarcations.


� 	The horse eats the oats and what the horse does not digest through excretion is left to the sparrow to pick over. And older expression for the same philosophy behind the fraudulent proposition of so-called trickle-down economics. Rather, we would get better and more efficient economic development from the bottom up given that poor people have to spend nearly everything they earn. Moreover, money from taxation spent on good quality education from early learning and upwards is also a much better investment.


� 	We could argue that Prime Minister Paul Keating was right to reduce the upper levels of the Australian tax code, around 60% I believe, and, in comparison, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull’s use of this example to reduce business taxation from 30% to 25% is relatively fraudulent. At some point this race to the bottom has to stop. Companies need to pay tax as well given that they also use, directly and/or indirectly, government institution and their organized services, etc. (that actually remain, I might add, after multiple, poorly executed processes of privatization, etc.) Moreover, it is my belief that if companies want to do business in Australia they will do so and take into account the levels of taxation expected of them as a cost to be incurred in their doing business in Australia; passing such costs on to the public through adjusted pricing, etc. Some businesses just have to be conducted in Australia, unlike manufacturing, e.g., and the requisite amount of tax earned here should be paid here (unlike those companies that are using transfer pricing, differential costs of inter-company loans, intellectual property, license agreements, etc., to circumvent such payment). In my opinion, it is reasonable to ask that all companies be given a level playing field in this regard and should be expected to be taxed at a certain percentage of their total earnings actually earned in Australia (where, I would envisage, such collections would be organized with a certain set of taxation strategies, set by government, put in place to help them pay a little less tax if they were to do so through more regular, overt channels of declaration, etc.). As it is, a very large percentage of companies, both here and in the US, through legal means, just do not end up paying any tax at all, year after year. The fault here is that of government itself, admittedly hamstrung by international conventions and treaties (although signed, perhaps unwisely, by such governments), have allowed themselves to be subjected to those neo-liberally inspired policy settings in this field of taxation, and, which over the years, has incrementally worn away the amount of tax paid by companies through an unchecked proliferation of various forms of tax legislation effectively enacted, on balance, in their favour. A more direct approach to the estimation of real tax owing is called for, rather, than the minimized amounts they can now legally declare; courtesy of such overall faulty practices enacted both nationally and internationally! If company profits have increased, then it is reasonable to expect that the overall level of company tax collections should at least rise to that same extent. The reader might like to refer to an excellent auricle in The Guardian, 28 March 17, spelling out ten reasons why reductions in the company tax rate, as proposed by Prime Minster Malcolm Turnbull do not make economic sense? Kristine Keneally; 10 reasons why the company tax cut is a really bad idea: � HYPERLINK "https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/mar/28/10-reasons-why-the-company-tax-cut-is-a-really-bad-idea?utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=GU+Today+AUS+v1+-+AUS+morning+mail+callout&utm_term=219233&subid=12371242&CMP=ema_632" �https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/mar/28/10-reasons-why-the-company-tax-cut-is-a-really-bad-idea?utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=GU+Today+AUS+v1+-+AUS+morning+mail+callout&utm_term=219233&subid=12371242&CMP=ema_632� 


� 	I invoke an Aristotelian sense of ‘suffer’ given that the neo-liberal sword cuts both ways; where many people have benefited, and, a few, greatly. However, on balance many more have lost out to its non-existentially oriented vision of the person and their place or emplacement in society whilst also overlooking the necessary role of cooperation in the arbitrated execution of goals be they either both personal and/or communal in orientation; i.e., personal ambitions and social aspirations.


� 	“Work, love and play” three key areas in the living of our lives and in understanding ‘the life well-lived’. Alluding to an oft-quoted observation made by Erik Erikson: The richest and fullest lives attempt to achieve an inner balance between three realms: of work, love and play.


� 	E.g., voting for more conservative or populist candidates; joining or leaving unions subjected to much ‘official’ criticism; becoming less sympathetic towards minorities, other nationalities and nations, etc., etc.


� 	I found that when joking with a psychotic patient or a person with a more concrete disposition that the joke was often more felt and misinterpreted as being directed towards them in an adverse manner. That one was having a ‘go at them’ so to speak. Interestingly, when a person became less psychotic their previous sense of humour would return, if they possessed one, and, the degree this return was evident was a very good correlation and indication, more or less, of the extent that there was a similar diminishment in the degree of their psychosis. An apparent fact also co-expressed through the re-emergence of a greater sense of an overall emotional positivity more in keeping with their prior, relatively non-psychotic state of mind (treated as a provisional baseline). Because humour is experienced differently by different audiences it follows that humour can be a difficult tool to use by either an author or some other instigator. On the other hand, from experience, humour can be one of the most effective tools for re-directing social change, hopefully, in a more positive direction. Once a humorous point, as an insight, is obviously and clearly understood by an audience, no presentation of a counter-text to the counter text of the comedian (in a restating of the original textual position made the ‘point’ or ‘butt’ of such humour) will immediately alter what has now become, in effect, the major discourse under review. Subsequent interpretations of a person or situation, seen in that comic light, may well now take on that comedic hue at the expense of those who still affirm the sense of that original interpretation. For politicians, e.g., humour can be a two-edged sword. It can give them notoriety for what they have said so aptly in a comic vein, or, it could haunt them if they have been successfully made the butt of such pointed humour. Then, they may be able to turn around such a pointed insight by laughing at themselves or cause some form of deflection be that comic or otherwise. President Trump, e.g., through his political style, has invited an avalanche of comic parody, etc. It remains to be seen if he is able to rise above this tide of comic ‘criticism’… and escape being forever re-seen as a ‘parody’ of his own self? A public figure that finds themselves to be lame or impotent and is rendered comic or pathetic will inevitably find themselves permanently sidelined… if they cannot escape such a political trap?


� 	It is true, the further you go are up this socio-economic tree the more you positively benefit from neo-liberal distortions of the political-economy, or v.v. However, we should not blame the one percent most of whom may well pay their taxes and social dues, but, instead, focus our scorn on the one percent of this one percent who do usually manage to avoid paying their fair share of taxation, etc; be that as a company or multi-national or as a person or family with a status that marks them out as having considerable wealth.


� 	The use of a tip preserving this relationship to some extent through its non-absolute neutralization (in the exact payment of that debt)?


� 	Contra J.P.Sartre who seems merely fixated on this second moment of conflict and dissonance.


� 	This superficial dichotomy of lifters and leaners, or, winners and losers is very short-sighted. As a baby coming into this world we are ‘leaner’. When we get sick and enter hospital care, e.g., we also become a so-called leaner. As we become older many of us will also need to be looked after to some degree or other. Then, e.g., a carer on a pension could be classed as both a ‘lifter’ and ‘leaner’ at the same time. Obviously, this cuts across such an inept and false dichotomy. All in all, this is such an unedifying type of distinction to make that we must ask what motivates such shortsightedness? Perhaps ignorance or a desire to over self-congratulate yourself on your ‘hard work’ and/or ‘good luck’, etc., even though there are many in this world who will work much harder than yourself and who will not find the degree of reward commensurate with the intensity and extensiveness of their labour. In this regard, politicians should be integrating communities and society and not trying to divide them in some process of short-term political point scoring. In the proliferation of such a dichotomizing division and divisiveness we are automatically introducing and expanding on a non-classless sense of society that is counter-productive to forging an overall sense of political integrity on all levels of social expression. Indeed, it is politically more profitable, over the long-term, to integrate the overall sense of that political community given that its only through overall cooperation that both private ambitions and social aspirations can be better promoted and realized!


� 	Dan Airely; Payoff: The Hidden Logic That shapes Our Motivations; Simon & Schuster/TED 2016.  This author has written a number of other books in this field of behavioural economics.


� 	Bonus also get themselves seen very quickly as permanent ‘entitlements’ and their effect as a ‘bonus’, more often than not, is quite short lived.


� 	This comment was made by a friend who noted that non-genuine praise, in his workplace, was worse than no praise at all. ‘Genuine praise’ could almost be treated as a technical expression indicating existentially oriented praise delivered in a suitable manner. ‘Suitable’ being a technical term indicating ‘a collective harmonization of a (realistic phenomenal-phenomenological) propriety, (pragmatic hermeneutic) appropriateness and (ideal existential) appositeness’. Such authenticity of praise being delivered on a collective basis or a personal basis, or, on a personal basis within a collective setting. All such negotiations/re-negotiations and inter-personal recognition taking place in a setting that sees an ongoing arbitration within and between personal ambitions and/or social aspirations. In the workplace, the worker should be working to attain goals that are neither too difficult nor too easy to realize (agreed to both by themselves and their supervisors) whilst all parties concerned should realize that workers are cooperating in this process of attainment to further their own ambitions exercised outside that workplace. However, as pointed out by my same friend, the mere attainment of such goals, despite an authenticity of recognition from their supervisors, does not necessarily contribute to an augmented degree of happiness for that worker if that work is completed in an environment with diminished human contact (as experienced by a worker working from home) or in a workplace that is dominated by forms of inter-social unpleasantness within or between management and/or non-management. Such states of affairs well illustrated in the following autobiographies


� 	I have chosen a list of ‘neutral’ names for my autobiographical subjects to choose. The list of these names indicates the gender and have been deliberately skewed towards relatively non-overtly Christian first names without, at the same time, any indicators of non-mainstream ethnicities. 


� 	Incrementally instigated across the entire political-economy, such neo-liberal practices are now eating away at the democratic fabric through further exacerbating a loss of faith in the system, disseminating a rational fearfulness at the apparent nature of change being unleashed in the name of such progressive innovation; an aspect exacerbated by the changing nature of the workplace itself in the light of technological innovations, and, all such aggrievement assisted by the demagoguery of those who know how to manipulate such discontentment, resentment, malcontentment, etc., and, such overall disgruntlement. 


� 	I see a distinction between a ‘complement’ and a ‘supplement’. The former can be thought of as an additional extension to what is taking place whereas the latter could be treated as supplying a parallel form of valuational formation in sympathy with the principle formation (and its possible complementation) being entertained in question. 


� 	In the experience, e.g., of having to endure a near-endless visualization of a feared redundancy being discussed at work every day. Or, e.g., like the bullied child in school who fears having to go to school every day, (even if they were not bullied every day, just some days), etc. That the mere ‘presence’ of possibilities need to be engineered in a positive light lest their negative simulations undo the positive actualities of that situation in question; be it a workplace or otherwise.


� 	Another friend informed me that, in his late fifties, when he put his hand up for a redundancy package, he was left waiting for over six months before management finally decided to accept this self nomination. He told me, that under such circumstances, it was very difficult to plan your life not knowing whether you would be still working in a few months time or had actually entered retirement.


� 	I am only making a generalization here. However, if it were correct, that only a few key staff contribute the bulk of real work done then the overall quantity and quality of real work achieved may well be little different from a workplace characterized as both a happy and harmonious place to work. Or, as a counterfactual, we might argue instead that the productive quantity and quality of real work achieved might be even greater in that same workplace if it were to observe a more happy and harmonious work environment? I have been told by a number of people working in offices that these extra hours of apparent increased productivity are spent on sending personal emails, reading the news on the Internet, shopping and bidding online, reading Facebook and interacting on other social media, etc., etc. 


� 	Or, even a brilliant student, too, might not be able to study if their near environment is chaotic, disturbed and disturbing, dangerous, etc.


�  	Perfectly exemplified in the maladroit behaviour of President Trump et al in his administration.


� 	What might a succinct political manifest that systematically addresses and redresses these forms of mis-equity, namely, non-equity, dis-equity and non-equity adopt as a slogan? Here is my tentative suggestion: Reform (of donations; capped at some amount between $10,000-20,000 with some degree on real time registration with or without government funding); transparency (of all transactions, lobbying, etc.); accountability (individually signed off); separation (and insulation from all forms of non-transparent lobbying enacted in a non-accountable manner); reversal (of neo-liberal policy settings); (existential) re-direction (of objectives through ongoing  evidence based policy thematization), and, (existential) arbitration (publicly debated and enacted between those objectives). My current thinking is to note the existential re-treatment of reforms dealing with donations and the buying of influence, lobbying, mis-equity and relational re-normalization. 


� 	‘Universal’ meaning everyone, and, ‘basic’ meaning those, through some form of necessity, who stand in more need such support (e.g., pensioners, unemployed, those with disabilities, carers, etc.). 


� 	By ‘government’ I mean most governments, both democratically inspired or otherwise.


� 	The continuing use of dichotomies like’ lifters and leaners’, ‘winners and losers’, etc., obviously, is not a rational 21st century response in the reasonable light of a sensible fear of less employment opportunities in the apparent evolution of a high-tech society. If the recent creation of a technological company can employ only a few thousands of workers and yet quickly can be worth many billions of dollars what employment opportunities will there be when we compare this much-reduced employment footprint with that of a ‘conventional’ company rooted in the more traditional economy? On the other hand, we must hope that technological innovation also opens the window, and door, for employment opportunities not directly under the umbrella of such mega high-tech companies. We cannot all be baristas although it is true to say much of this spill over from reduced opportunities in blue collar and white-collar forms of employment have been taken up in the service sector in all its many guises.


� 	The recent Centrelink scandal of a non-human supervized system of penalized repayments, of which a high number were not incurred in the first place, along the obvious difficulties of finding an efficient and effective form of redress from the system itself must further feed such disquiet. The replacement of a traditional human supervision of such notices by a non-human supervized set of computerized algorithms is also an obvious instance of neo-liberal ideology overruling common sense. A reduced workforce may be good for the so-called bottom line but what does that do to the good faith and goodwill that should accompany such institutions and by which all institutions should be known? A series of interpretations of this scandal should also note how the concept of the pensioner, the recipient of benefits, part-time workers, etc., are being treated as de facto losers versus so-called winners able to find suitable employment. Moreover, the implementation of ever tightening regulations re the demand for proof of a requisite number of interview, CV’s, etc., can only be seen as a shortsighted response to this changing nature of employment. Governments should be directly assisting us in helping us to find new forms of transition necessary to oversee this transformation rather than persisting in an attitude that things are merely the same as before and all that is needed is more of the same. Obviously, appropriately designed programs for education and re-education of the workforce are called for whereas the mindless defunding of TAFEs and the generally unsupervized outsourcing to VET (Vocational and Educational Training) schemes has been both a disgrace and a horrendous waste of resources. Again, we seen the smeared fingerprints of a neo-liberally driven ideology that endlessly preaches the virtues of down-sizing and outsourcing, etc. Unfortunately, for the politicians, the Centrelink debacle is almost always conflated with the simultaneous entitlement scandal where too many politicians are claiming expenses to attend complimentary polo matches, sports events, and other forms of diversion. No wonder voters are disgruntled here in Australia despite a standard of living that, at least until recently, for the last few decades, was generally improving. 


� 	As noted in my concept of ‘displacement’ of our emplacement, a state of affairs that is resolved through ongoing processes of de-displacement.


� 	I.e., through acting on the behalf of that relationship; identifying with it; and, rectifying the nature of its current constitution or insuring the rectification of trends in its future constitution should that be felt to be necessary.  As a process of judgment(al appreciation) it invokes a transcendental, trans-intentional perspective.


� 	I have defined, elsewhere, ‘emplacement’ as ‘the dialectical resolution of our embodiment/s, social embedness/es with others and our embankment/s in this world of the environmental. I have also noted that our emplacement is also displaced and existentially re-harmonized and re-integrated through de-displacement, etc.


� 	I have been informed that Freddy now has work as an accountant and is still hopeful of pursuing an MA.


� 	But universities, both public or private, both individually and collectively, are being treated as cash producing machines where the emphasis is on getting as many enrolments as possible without being accountable for the consequences of such mismatching with employment opportunities? As well, it must be said, that the changing nature of the work environment will further exacerbate such mismatching.


� 	This has been recently noted by the so-called Fair Work Commission as one of the reasons for lowering penalty rates for certain workers on Sundays, namely, the fact that there are many businesses not complying with these penalty rates in the first place. This is an absolute scandal. Compliance should be observed. Or, is in the interests of government, with its neo-liberal mindset, to conveniently overlook this lowering of costs for such businesses?


� 	I am thinking not just of revolutions but also the pre-conditional and post-conditional climates before and after the advent of such radical and, usually, non-existentially oriented processes of re-direction.


� 	My friend Freddy tells me that he just does not have the time to go through the endless charade of seeking work interviews for jobs, etc., as would be demanded by Centrelink. That such money, if obtained, would barely pay the rent, etc. He would rather work at $12 an hour knowing at least his boss pays him and that this income is assured through the hours of work he actually does. We must also assume, sadly, that such systems for social security, etc., have also been covertly designed to fail such applicants through the onerous nature of their excessive demands. Often at the expense, I will add, of the more deserving of such support. We are also witnessing the unravelling of the recent Centrelink scandal where rude notices were sent requesting clients pay debts within a period of three weeks when those same hypothetical debts have not been scrutinized with suitable human supervision, where unreasonable demands for documentation have been made that would be either difficult to find or actually retrieve through formal processes, and, where a certain unacceptable percentage, effectively, are just fraudulent in reality, perpetrated by this authority; having no foundation other than in a mixing up of information or defective information within a series of algorithms, etc.


� 	Here I have ‘co-authored’ my own autobiographical account. It was sometime around 1975 0r 1976, in Dunedin, New Zealand. I have included this account to illustrate that non-existentially oriented work practices are not something new. But, that when they do occur we have a recipe for failure at some point in time (if criticism is not taken on board and such behaviour suitably modified and existentially re-directed). 


� 	This argument has to revolve around the extent such unhappiness and ensuing political disquiet is simulated by the person concerned through a relatively affective lens or a relatively cognitive lens, or i.e., to what extent the cognitive narrative, be it self-constructed and/or other-constructed, is read more through one of those respective lenses. 


� 	I confess to having part written some of this ‘autobiography’. The person concerned has said she would be very happy to write a small piece in that regard. I initially wrote a first draft which was superseded by a short piece typed up by this person. However, some of the points made in this first ‘biography’ were recounted to me by this person, albeit from a short conversation. I have now been able to re-write this first draft from that version typed for me in the form of a letter. I also admit that I have rewritten the latter half of it from the perspective or position of affective dissonance (rather than cognitive dissonance as found in the next autobiography written for me by the person who has taken the nom de plume Irene). Again, I do not insist there is an absolute dichotomy between the apparent experience of an affective dissonance versus a cognitive dissonance since both would need to be reviewed through a cognitive frame of interpretation; albeit one either biased towards affective focusing or cognitive focusing. I am very grateful to both ‘Hailey’ and ‘Irene’ for letting me set up this contrast as just noted.


� 	The political spectrum of this group was very broad but weighted more to the Right. Many people who support parties on the Right, or near the so-called Far-Right, I believe, do not see themselves, with some valid justification, as ‘racist’. They may feel more ‘discriminated against’, as a member of the White Middle Class or as a lower-class person, rather than ‘discriminating against those of other ethnicities’ although that aspect can follow from the former disposition. In some sense, the tide of neo-liberal ‘losership’ has been appended to most of the population but felt a lot more so where people feel a sense of generational and inter-generational inequity, loss of working conditions along with the ever-present fear of either losing employment and/or not finding adequate or comparable re-employment both for themselves, the members of their family and their communities at large. This aspect would appear to be more pronounced for those living on the margins of cities, in the rural towns and for those who can see no prospect of home ownership in or near the center of cities. However, as noted elsewhere, all things are relative (as, e.g., the unemployment figures for unemployed White workers versus unemployed Afro-American workers directly after, and eight years after, the Global Financial Crisis better known in the US as The Great Recession. In this regard, unemployment for Afro-American workers has now officially fallen to the levels where unemployment rose for the average White demographic; which has since fallen back to around 5%). Many sections of the populations are doing it tougher than many male members of the White Middle Class. E.g. demographic statistics that concentrate on female workers, the young as recent or not so recent school-leavers, those in their fifties or nearing retirement, and, from indigenous or non-White ethnic backgrounds are demonstrably as not as well off as this White Middle Class who, in a large part, will also feel progressively disenfranchised and disempowered in the light of the increasing adversity of the employment landscape. A relative state of affairs that also belongs to pensioners, some self-funded retirees and the currently unemployed. A state of affairs exacerbated by neo-liberally oriented talk of ‘winners and losers’, or, so-called’ lifters and leaners’. All in all, a seething cauldron of valid disgruntlement and fertile grounds for the populist preaching of demagogues who skilfully know how to appeal to many of the voters in such ‘marginalized’ demographics. By ‘generational inequity’ is meant the loss of an internal enfranchisement and external empowerment by members of that particular life-world in question both within and between generations. In Australia, though, unlike many first world nations, for a number of recent decades, incomes have risen, but, that, in the last four years, income growth has slowed and has practically not risen in real terms and now seems to be declining. On the other hand, debt has risen so people will also find themselves now more economically squeezed even though conditions have not markedly deteriorated at this moment in time. By ‘inter-generational inequity’ is meant a progressive loss of equity for later generations other than the so-called baby boomer (some of whom, as already noted, may also feel progressively disenfranchised and disempowered, especially those who do not own a home or have an adequate superannuation, etc.). This can be demonstrated in the increasing costs of education, contracting possibilities for home ownership, reduced expectations in employment (given, e.g., that where one sixth of the working population in Australia were casual workers that figure has no climbed to approximately one third. E.g., as represented in the first autobiography of Aaron). The recent report of the Fair Trade Commission for reducing penalty rates on a Sunday can only heighten such feelings of progressive disenfranchisement and disempowerment even for those people who do not receive penalty rates in their employment or, for that matter, for people who no longer work… being seen as a symbolic expression of our neo-liberally defined times even if people are unaware of the adverse import of the ‘progressive’ imposition of neo-liberally oriented policy settings (often misrepresented as ‘reforms’. Indeed, the use of such an expression, and similar, should ever invite more careful political-economic scrutiny!).


� 	Most employers in Australia use this visa to bring in so-called temporary skilled labour. Without adequate compliance, this visa is much abused. However, this lack of supervision suits the conservative, neo-liberal agenda as this form of labour circumvents the unions, and, bypasses many established working conditions in this country through non-compliance by unscrupulous employers. However, under political pressure, this category of visa has now been divided into two visas, one with no path to citizenship and the other with a path to citizenship. A number of professions have also been dropped from the previous list under which people could apply. Some commentators have said that it merely complicates matters without really addressing the real issues that need to be addressed, namely, a need for bona fide qualified people to be attracted to both work and remain in Australia.


� 	Through globalization, downsizing or realignment, etc., cuts in the civil service, etc.


� 	To reuse an expression coined by the author of this critique.


� 	With slogans like “ditch the witch”, and “Ju liar Gillard”, etc.


� 	Technically known as a sesha.


� 	That home town being Dunedin. I think, in hindsight, that it was right for this Library to put out such literature and let readers draw their own conclusions. I cannot imagine too many readers wanting to sign up to such an ideology given how boring their literature was overall, and, how funny segments of it sounded, albeit most likely suffering in translation (even if printed as an overseas publication).


� 	A pseudo-psychosis. Refer to the next footnote.


� 	A pseudo-psychosis is not such a broad-spectrum psychosis as organic, affective, cognitive and/or trans-cognitive (judgmental) psychoses. However, it exhibits similar features when interrogated, i.e., close/r scrutiny reveals unreasonable resistance to re-interpretation (where this ‘resistance’ is either equal to or greater than the intensity of this interrogation), resistance to factually based re-interpretations, etc., with or without forms of assertive behavior (seeking to affirm this ideological positivization or negation with an intensity of response equal to or greater than the intensity of that ‘interrogation’).





� 	Code here for ‘the incremental orchestration of non-chaotic increments of augmented happiness as an input with or without the additional input of chaotic increments of positively enhanced happiness’.


� 	In other words, no situation is ever entered into without some form of consequences, valuational formations, etc., given the situatedness of such events. 


� 	‘Karen’ is not an anonymous autobiography but a redacted version given by Andie Fox and published in the Sydney Morning Herald. Refer to Appendix D for full article and other relevant links related to this story.


� 	For an assessment of the service from Centrelink refer to the following link from the ABC (originally published in The Conversation) titled: Here's how Centrelink can win back Australians' trust after the robo-debt debacle; by Paul Henman, Queensland University re-published by ABC 21 March 2017:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-21/how-centrelink-can-win-back-trust-after-the-robo-debt-debacle/8372788" �http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-21/how-centrelink-can-win-back-trust-after-the-robo-debt-debacle/8372788� 





� 	“And anyway, my case isn’t over” was rather prescient statement. The Department of Human Services felt it was their right to disclose personal information in order to rectify mistakes in the above story as reported by the Sydney Morning Herald. Now, another debate has opened up as to the merit or non-merit such disclosure of private information should or should not be made to the public. As keen as this ministry is to disclose private information in order to rectify errors of dissemination, it is not surprising how completely tardy it is to disclose how many of these claims are apparently ‘fraudulent’, what percentage have been now completely cancelled, etc. A second article in the Sydney Morning Herald, by Paul Malone, on this topic of disclosure has been published and can be found in my Appendix D along with a complete copy of this first article.


�  	In Trump’s new and great America one Syrian, Khaled Khatib, involved in a film project documenting the White Helmets (titled The White Helmets); people that assist those who are wounded in the bombing of homes and hospitals, etc., that had been nominated for a possible Oscar could not enter the US (from Turkey) because he did not have a visa signed by, all people, the despot Assad himself, effectively, the self-appointed President of Syria. That such stupidity can be seen as successful screening and vetting we must hope that no one gains an entry lest this blind farce be exposed for what it is as, merely, an unproductive political exercise in public relations that cannot even do what it ostensibly is meant to do. Refer, e.g., to The Sydney Morning Herald, Monday February 27, p.2-3.


� 	E.g., this same article notes that ‘one diploma of marketing had a cost $28,956 in fees compared with a TAFE fee of $5,800. In the public sphere of tertiary education in Australia fees were capped, whereas, in blinding contrast, fees were not capped in the private sphere. Such an expected and obvious ongoing defect in this scheme is an indictment on government with its total lack of governmental oversight that almost suggest a conspiracy of commercial complicity if it were not for the fact that incompetence is the usual explanation for such a considerable waste of taxpayers’ funds that may well venture into the ballpark of a few billions of dollars? The Sydney Morning Herald, 25 October 2016, notes: The analysis of 2014 data reveals one of the biggest beneficiaries in the sector, Sydney-based Empower Institute, trading as Cornerstone Investment, had a completion rate of just 0.12 per cent, earning $46 million while it graduated fewer than five graduates. It cost the public purse $9.2 million per diploma. Then, the site theconversation.com, 5 October 2016 notes:  The scheme had blown out from costing $325 million in 2012 to $1.8 billion in 2014 and $2.9 billion in 2015. Student numbers had jumped by almost 400%, fees more than doubled and loans increased by 792%. Link: � HYPERLINK "http://theconversation.com/new-vet-loan-scheme-to-exclude-shonky-providers-66507" �http://theconversation.com/new-vet-loan-scheme-to-exclude-shonky-providers-66507�  


� 	Refer to the following footnote.


� 	The ‘autobiography’ of Lily is reconstructed from an account published by the ABC on 27.6.16. In this article ‘Lilly’ has the pseudonym of ‘Meagan’. Refer to the following link:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.abc.net.au/triplej/programs/hack/an-insiders-account-of-the-dodgy-private-college-rort/7547906" �http://www.abc.net.au/triplej/programs/hack/an-insiders-account-of-the-dodgy-private-college-rort/7547906� 


� 	Rebadged on the 1 January 2017 as Help Student Loan.


� 	� HYPERLINK http://theconversation.com/privatisation-of-vocational-education-isnt-working-37788 ��http://theconversation.com/privatisation-of-vocational-education-isnt-working-37788� 


� 	Ibid.


� 	The question being ‘how do we rectify VET and turn it into a set of schemes that offer value for the money invested’.


� 	I have met many people who have sought help for suicidal ideation or who have failed or been prevented from executing this form of ideation. Often, one of the major precipitants after problematic relationships, or a lack thereof, are financial difficulties. In the light of this observation it may well be that this overall VET scheme has been more deadly, as a consequence, than the deaths reported in the installations of those pink bats (where untrained installers were electrocuted installing this form of insulation in roof spaces with defective electrical wiring in a program that was not suitably overseen by the Labor Government in its roll out)?


� 	E.g., in 2016 it was estimated that TAFE in Victoria now only had 27% of that market. Measures must be put in place to re-balance this effective institution with a more commercial marketplace (Ibid.).


� 	As argued already, commercial companies need to be created, preserved, conserved (in terms of a profitability) and meta-conserved (in an exponentially increased sense of profitability).


� 	My intuition here would be that this spectrum is a series of overlapping and/or non-overlapping discontinuities given that ‘anxiety’, e.g., would appear to have a different phenomenological form to ‘contentment’, etc.


� 	These negative and positive aspects of this spectrum only being given a provisional outline in my descriptions of major anxieties to minor anxieties, etc.


� 	We should be able to argue for this, to some extent, since poor psychological self-control may well see them not able to continue with this intentional project or program of being a hermit, and, any severe psychological maladjustment, such as a psychosis, e.g., would equally undermine their ability to persist with this same project or program of being a hermit (for what ever religious or non-religious reasons that motivate their perseverance with this objective).


� 	It could well be that we need this double transcendental ability both ‘to see ourselves as might be seen by others’ and ‘to see our seeing of their seeing of us’ as necessary prerequisites for being ‘happy’, beyond some drug induced state of euphoria, regardless of whether it be conducted in non-virtual and/or virtual terms of reference? There being in this topic, therefore, a philosophical need to invoke a transcendental take on Sartre’s close examination of ‘the look’.


� 	E.g., E, K, THC, ETOH, etc.


� 	I.e., that there can be no pure private languages as argued by Wittgenstein et al. Refer to Philosophical Investigations, sections 243, 256 and relevant sections thereafter. That, essentially, the concept of a purely private language is incoherent, cannot be absolutely entertained in any form of pure self-reporting, etc.


� 	This is my distinction of the so-called ‘charitable interpretation’ of any form of treatment. ‘Treatment’ takes three distinctive forms, namely, nomination, analysis and/or synthesis. The result of treatment is to promote some form of an existential surplus or excess in valuational formation, in valuational output, over valuational input. In comparative terms, this surplus is either relatively marginal or relatively non-margin in the quantitative scope as an excess in valuational formation. Hence all interpretations, through necessity, are productive given this automatic existential differential in valuational formation over valuational investment. ‘Valuational formation’ includes three forms, as already noted elsewhere, namely, identity formation, functional formation and value formation. These aspects also mirror the aspirational economy in the realization and resolution of personal ambitious (e.g., like going to university, cooking a meal, etc.) and interpersonal aspirations (e.g., like democratic elections, building university, etc.). What is more important, first, is the comparative quanta or degree of valuational formation realized in a certain sequence or set of sequences being enacted within the aspirational economy of a certain motivational objective or set of motivational objectives. Second, we need to note the overall colour or meta-complexion of that existential surplus in order to appreciate whether it existentially adds to or subtracts from our existential appreciation of that current aspect of our situatedness under such (transcendental, trans-intentional) scrutiny. E.g., we can invoke the analogy of comparing the efficacy of various medications in the treatment of a certain adverse medical condition (without taking into direct account other aspects like price, cost, availability, side-effects, etc.). Why take a medication that is no better than a placebo, or, why not take a medication that is just as effective but with less side-effects, etc. So, we can accept the philosophical position that all forms of treatment have some form of valuational formation, just, that some processes of enaction are relatively more productive. In this philosophical framework, can we envisage a negative form of valuational productivity? In the same analogy, we could again make the comparison to relative medicational efficacy where the medication in question causes the death of the patient or some adverse condition causing, in turn, some form of impairment that is non-lethal in its ensuing conclusiveness? A quick way to defuse this philosophical problem is to argue, first, that all treatment releases a greater quantum of overall valuational formation, and, second, the positivity of (the meta-complexion of) such a release in valuational formation is to be discerned through a form of contextual judgment in the light of what is to be seen as to count as being positive in orientation in that frame of reference in question. Again, the comparative evaluation of valuational formation released along with the character of its meta-complexion, should be the main criteria for the determination of the meta-complexion of the relative quanta of valuational formation to arise within that distinctively discerned frame of reference pre-established for the determination of the quantity and quality of such discerned positivity simulated under such discriminated focus. So, valuational treatment is always productive but not necessarily positive in orientation. Discrimination noting the comparative positivity or negativity in enacted production in question along both quantitative and qualitative modes of discrimination (be such appreciation conducted in virtually and/or non-virtually oriented terms of reference).


� 	‘Amplification’ being code for either ‘non-chaotically organized augmentation and/or chaotically organized enhancement in valuational formation’.


� 	‘Negative equity’ being the mis-equity of past inequity, current dis-equity and the future possibility of non-equity (through a loss of employment, the inability of governments to run healthy budgets over time, etc., and the ensuing consequences for its citizens of such budgetary imbalances, etc.).


� 	I.e., ‘relationship/s’ can be read as a ‘relational complex’ given our relational emplacement in a sea of overlapping relationships.


� 	‘Sited’, furthermore, can read as both a passive ‘sighted’ and an active ‘cited’. I.e., as a form of engagement wherein we find a recognized-encounter and/or an encountered-recognition…


� 	‘Self-direction; means, as noted, from the perspective of the relationship itself, and, ‘re-direction’ implies a re-self-organized chaotic dimension as examined in numerous essays elsewhere. In metaphorical terms, we are also invoking forms of motion like de-compression (in an expansion of the valuational enrichment of the relationship), its deconstructive turning around, and, (the novelty of) its outward chaotic re-direction through re-self-organization, etc.


�	A number of essays have written by myself on this theme of the existential economy. This economy being understood as occurring between, e.g., the intentional poles or dialectical moments of the phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential modes of appreciation, etc.


� 	Thence an ’aspiration economy’ between subjective, personal ambitions and/or inter-subjective, interpersonal aspirations (as discussed elsewhere).


� 	This is not the end of this examination since the expression of value formation will also take a simple or complex ordered complexion in keeping with the manner of its expression. E.g., de-ontological and/or pragmatical in orientation, etc. As examined elsewhere, these six orders concern non-integrated essential value, integrated essential-aesthetic value, ethical-de-ontological value, pragmatical value, potential value and actual value in a stream/s of valuational formation.


� 	So, if your see a child about to fall into a river or pond or the fire in the fireplace you immediately seek to prevent this inevitable state of misfortune. Could you imagine how you might feel if you didn’t do what you and others would expect to be your duty in this regard? On the other hand, if you were a guest in someone’s home you would be careful to make sure you turned off lights and heaters not being used, etc. Here we have a mixture of pragmatic and de-ontological valuation. In your own home, you might consider such careful observance to be more along pragmatic lines, etc; as ways to save money, see your finances going further, etc.


� 	Compliance, correctly, is a third arm or leg of stylistics (and to date has not been explored by myself [other than as one brief footnote at the end of my treatment of this topic of stylisitics]). On further reflection, I now envisage this aspect of this discipline to be in an equal conjunction with the critic (as a re-directionist) and manager (as the re-director). Compliance overseeing a conjunction of these two sub-sub-disciplines of the critic and manager in order to ensure that expected forms of resolution are suitably realized. Compliance, itself, is a product of three aspects, namely, monitoring, enforcement and reasonable oversight of the former. The discipline of the political-economy being divided between the three branches of politics, economics and stylistics. Then, within the sub-discipline of stylistics we have sub-sub-disciplines of critique, management and compliance. Then, within the sub-sub-discipline of compliance we have the sub-sub-sub-disciplines of monitoring, enforcement and oversight. The role of a person, at this level of disciplinary practice, could be called an enforcer, or, better, given the iterative nature of the role, a re-enforcer (on par with re-directionists and re-directors). In a neo-liberal world, compliance is one of the first areas to suffer budgetary cuts (in part, given its ideological distrust of regulation, and, also it tendency to broadly and blindly promote forms of austerity, be they damaging or otherwise to the overall political-economy in question) and as a result that area of the political-economy is insufficiently regulated, improperly organized, and often fails to meet the stated objectives announced in that sector, etc.  Privatizations, e.g., being a notorious area where insufficient or absent compliance is usually the rule, sadly, when suitable compliance should always be instituted in order to ensure that such businesses that avail themselves of this form of service do not run themselves like monopolies and, therein and thereafter, price-gouge their customers, lower standards, proffer inadequate services, endanger the well-being of their workers, etc.


� 	Limits of theoretical deployment, empirical employment and critical re-deployment. Hence these collective limits of application or utilization (echoing Kantian parallels in this regard).


� 	‘Chaotic’ is used here in an analogical sense to imply that incremental progression cannot be exercised in any infinite linear sense. A grasshopper might be able to jump ten times its own height and, therefore, if I were to be build like a grasshopper I, too, could jump ten times my own height. Unfortunately, or fortunately, the laws of nature are such that, unaided by mechanical means or some form of flight, I cannot jump tens times my own height given my current size and weight. In other words, scaling always reaches a point when there can be no longer an automatic one to one correspondence as suggested by the metaphorically constructed structural-functions of the analogy, etc.


� 	As anomalies that are either engaged or overlooked and non-engaged. These anomalies manifesting as contradictions, aporias, paradoxes, dilemmas, amphibolies, forms of cognitive dissonance, competing descriptions, competitive interpretations, etc., etc.


� 	We can see this ‘care and concern’ manifested in the creation, preservation, conservation and/or meta-conservation to be experienced in the ongoing enrichment of our relationships. Such valuational formation manifesting in and through an existential difference; the same being experienced as an existential surplus or existential excess in such valuational formation (of divested outputs over total invested inputs).


� 	I define ‘cooperation’ as consisting of ‘both co-operation and co-option and what emerges also from their conjunction’.


� 	E.g., the turning of bread into a loaf of bread, that is then sliced, that is then packaged in see through plastic, that, then, can be resealed after our use of some of those slices, etc., etc. This emergence of new forms of valuational formation, through innovative transitions and/or transformations, can be seen as invoking an existential dimension (in and through its increased potential for valuational formation; both as an innovation innovated and through its recognized utilization). 


� 	We could define ‘de-existentialization’ as a taking away of the prior degree of valuational formation, whereas, in contrast, we could define ‘non-existeniaization’ as invoking a new form of treatment that automatically diminishes the prior degree of existentialiazation then current in that situation in question. E.g., the sort of difference in having a serious argument or dispute with a person we would usually get along with, and, then intending to wound them or, ultimately, kill them. ‘Re-existentialization’ could then be said to occur when we resolve our differences, and, if applicable, make suitable amends for any injury that might have occurred. I have argued elsewhere that a relationship is in existence through this process of ongoing resolution at the center of its overall engagement. This ‘facticity’ being to that extent the relationship is, and can be engaged, above and beyond the mere summation of its relational material or pre-relational input; be that non-agental or agental in orientation. Because all forms of agency are embodied then all relationships must have a non-agental component. In this regard, embodiment should never be overlooked (regardless of whether that philosophy in question is phenomenal-phenomenological in orientation, hermeneutical in orientation and/or existential in orientation, etc.).


� 	I have argued for this position over many years. In effect, foreground cannot be absolutely demarcated from its associated background field, and v.v. We can neither absolutely focus on a foregrounded point nor on a pure background field. There is always a dialectical interaction between these two dimensions (of the text and the meta-text respectively). So, the purely literal can be absolutely treated as absolutely literal. In a sense, we cannot escape the metaphorical influence defined by the rhetoric of the background, and v.v. Hence the natural limits of all forms of application or utilization. Thence our inability to go beyond those theoretical limits of deployment, those practical limits of employment and/or those critical limits of re-deployment. So, to (intentionally) treat a concept as absolutely ‘existent’ (as a process or absolutely ‘existant’ through focusing on its intentional content) in its own right can have no meaning and no place in any form of reasonable philosophy or any other discipline. That all reasoning has its dialectical limits, and, those dialectical limits need to be respected! A dialectical argument that is often both critically observed and non-critically non-observed by Buddhist philosophers, e.g. A later Yogacara insistence on particulars is a case in point given that ‘particulars’ are privileged at the expense of ‘universals’. That, in contrast, the Hindu privileging of universals, or first-person reports, etc., likewise, is/are as equally untenable (when taken beyond their limits of utilization, i.e., when taken beyond the limits of their collective deployment, employment and re-deployment)!


� 	‘Greatest’ in the sense of when only one viable option can be entertained. So, if a child is about to fall into the fire in the fireplace we immediately set out to stop this from occurring. Plain and simple. But, viable options in most situations, usually, are not so obviously clear cut.


� 	Obviously, I am referring to the ‘Campbell’s soup can’ painted by Andy Warhol.


� 	The reader might like to ignore this paragraph. However, the gist of this paragraph is crucial in our understanding how we can engage facts to find them to be with error, or otherwise, and, how the suspension needs to be ever present to hand in all processes of engagement.


� 	In other words, we only have the intentional to deal with, but, through iteration and the realization of a certain intentional stability of ‘mental images/concepts’, through retention, we should find the relatively non-imputed. Then, with such stability, we can through forms of eidetic reflection, etc., ‘observe’ the more relevant and valuable possibilities associated with that intentional objectivity under such virtual engagement. Investigating generalities, noting particular analyses, and, scrutinizing, in detail, the specific forms of examination found to hand both relatively virtually and non-virtually. Once we make a verified and validated intentional imputation, that we are dealing with this particular type of intentional object(ive), and, so, we can then move past its imputed nature to discern its relatively non-imputed objectivity and associated possibilities associated with that kind of objectivity. On the other hand, in extrapolating that relatively non-imputed intentional objectivity into the realm of an external world we impute its objective stability to co-occur in such virtual terms of reference. However, that is not always the case when we have wrongly imputed certain mistaken aspects of its intentional constitution in the first place. Therein and thereafter ensues a process of modification since we can never completely get such a process of imputation absolutely wrong. You might mistake that person over there for a person called ‘James’ to discover, on speaking to them, that they are named ‘John’ instead. Still, that person in your evaluation remains ‘a male person’ whose name is now understood to be ‘John’ and not ‘James’. Although we might decry a so-called ‘external world’, still, as a working hypothesis, it allows us to rectify mistakes when we find their existence in the ongoing course of our continuing intentional engagement with such intentional representations; be that by ourselves or in the company of others.


� 	Death has treated that relationship to that merely ‘between a living embodied person and a corpse’. A major reason, at least at face value, why the murder of another person is ethically wrong. Of course, the moral value to be observed is in the detail and there may well be situations when this principle needs to be qualified and reversed. But, those qualifications, in turn, need to be existentially observed! Hence a series of ethical topics ensue from qualifications of our attempting to adhere to this relatively non-absolute principle (as a general guideline); e.g., euthanasia, removal of a tyrannical dictator, the taking out of a person about to commit a horrendous crime against humanity, the questionable use of drones with or without so-called ‘collateral damage’, etc., etc.


� 	In psychiatry ‘insight’ (along with the psychoanalytic approach) is claimed to be therapeutic, but, there will be many instances where insight can be fatal. More importantly, insight should be positively structured so the person who is to gain insight can be supported in their ensuing transition and transformation. E.g., a schizophrenic person, with a marked depressive affect, with or without an agitated component, perhaps also a history complicated by drug abuse, stands an elevated risk of suicide. Unsupported insight formation in this situation is not a sound direction to be followed by health professionals, counselors, etc., or, the person themselves. Indeed, insight formation, in all situations for all people, needs to be suitably supported; be that before, during, and after such an exercise. Taking a pro-relational, existential orientation is one way to establish this support through an identification with the strength and power of that relationship itself to the extent that it can re-direct the re-formation/reformation of it own constitution (as arrived at through insight, etc.).


� 	As ‘not absolutely other’. Hence an amalgam of ‘relative otherness and relative non-otherness’. 


� 	Of course, the collective behaviour of customers and potential customers can reset these prices and costs, etc. (especially if customers can make informed decisions, there is adequate commercial competition, the absence of monopolies, and/or, behaviour is not coerced, etc.).


� 	Restrictions on such amenities wax and wane. E.g., in Victorian times, most parks were walled, and, before that, entry was only the prerogative of those entitled to such access.


� 	I read resolution in a harmonic frame of reference as a dialectical like process of consonant preparation, dissonant introduction, and, ensuing resolution. It is also read by myself through a gestalt lens of consonant background, dissonant foreground, and, the relationship between the former.


� 	This generality needs to be qualified since there will be many occasions, in our embeddedness with others, when some relationships might need to be discounted in order to privilege the overall relationship in question (or v.v.).


� 	Through the witting and/or unwitting utilization of an ongoing overall transcendental suspension.


� 	In this chapter, philosophical themes surface above the footnotes. The reader might like to go to paragraph 472 in order to read the conclusions and insights reached in this section outlined in a summary form (and bypass the technical details invoked in order to discuss the concepts that constitute the idea of existential re-construction’).


� 	Correctly, this distinction is superficial since the chaotic bifurcation is approached through non-chaotic increments, and, each non-chaotic increment is advanced or retreated from chaotically (i.e., the metaphorical ‘space and time’ between moments is relatively chaotic in origination even if non-chaotically incremental in appearance). Hence an intimate interrelationship is and must be in place for the expression for the relatively superficial of either modality.


� 	I.e., through following routines and/or through breaking routines.


� 	There is the problem of discerning whether such bizarre behaviour was either simulated, i.e., was being faked, or, indicated some form of intellectual disturbance; e.g., some form of neurosis or psychosis; i.e., some form of a maladaptation in learnt behaviour or some more broad, fundamental, defective form of behavioural response, etc.


� 	‘Non-textual’ in the sense that this third moment is experienced in a non-textual like manner. E.g., when you are absorbed in reading a paper or novel you enter that textual world and it ceases to be a mere text written on pages of paper or the screen of a computer or mobile phone, etc. A similar sort of experience to that when you are looking at a very realistic landscape painting and you imagine yourself wandering around within its depiction of space (and time). In a dynamic balance of all three moments (of the textual, meta-textual, and the non-textual) the simulation of the not-textual arises as a presentation (in its own representational economy of presentation, representation and re-presentation).


� 	Expressed, respectively, in my formula of mere repetition, sheer repetition and bare repetition (of thematic tropes). Mere repetition reinforces genre expectations. Sheer repetition results in the unique textual specification of a text. While the bare repetition of tropes reinforces the non-textual nature of the textual simulation as found being presented, etc. These same dialectical moments paralleling, respectively, consonance, dissonance and resolution. The re(-)iteration of this cycle of moments forming an economy reflecting the nature of its economic activity, or, rather, more the nature of its reception in so far as it being viewed under the intentional light of a certain lens or set of lenses.


� 	Under the four heading, respectively, of circumscription (of donations from private individuals, organizations and funds from governmental sources); inscription (dealing with the full textual representation in a transparency of lobbying, accountability and responsibility); proscription (dealing with a reversal of mis-equity, namely, past inequity, current dis-equity and future non-equity); and, prescription for the re-self-organized existential re-construction of the political-economy( under the headings of exploration, innovation and consolidation). In other words, implied in this tripartite set is an economy able to be expressed through suitably noting three aspects of that economy in question. So, therefore, our four headings imply, respectively, a donative economy (for the funding of parties and/or candidates, etc.); an operative economy (and its transparent representation); an economy that is contra forms of mis-equity, i.e., that is re-equitive; and, an economy of existential re-construction, i.e., that is re-constructive or restorative. Refer to Sections 8, etc.


� 	E.g., the meta-textual sets the limits or range of its associated textual expression. However, it must also have a textual footprint be that, e.g., as a title, a footnote, the expression of an introduction or conclusion, etc. Such relationships could be written as transformational rules. 


� 	We can make a distinction here between ‘sharing’ and ‘mutual’. Opinions can be shared but need not be shared in a mutual sense. We could say a semblance of the mutual is approached through compromise and fully engaged as such when similarities and dissimilarities along with compromises are holistically worked through and resolved to the mutual benefit of all concerned parties. An authenticity of engagement here could still recognize that those parties may well not fully agree on all the details but accept the working compromise as a way forward. This pragmatic path being adopted and adapted in the light of this greater need for, and expected beneficial profit from, the care and concern to be shown in our working our way through this type of process as entailed in such overall, ongoing harmonization. Therefore, in the light of this subtle sense of re-positioning, we can note the mottos ‘integration with integrity’ and ‘compromise without being compromised’.


� 	Just as too much alignment or a finality of resolution, too, will also weaken and end a relationship.


� 	A committed neo-liberal, e.g., who only believes in the efficacy of self-action, in a misguided categorization of the world through its mis-division of winners and lifters versus losers and leaners, etc., is more than likely, through the sheer necessity of survival, of not being a person able to practice what they preach despite being driven by such ideological nonsense, which must disprove through the true reading of the course of their own relationships, all claims made by them to the opposite. On the other hand, an inability to accept such impossible ideas characterized and defines either a pseudo-psychosis or psychosis in the same regard (with an intensity equal to their opposition to an impartial reading of that same or similar readings of specific situation or particular type of situation.


� 	Under the heading of a meta-transformational mode of treatment/retreatment as examined elsewhere.


� 	We could define ‘non-relevance’ as our speculative consideration that a certain frame of reference would make no real difference in our critical examination of that to hand, and, that ‘irrelevance’ arises when we find a certain frame of reference actually makes no real contribution to our appreciation despite initial expectations otherwise. We could also add ‘anti-relevance’ when invoking a certain frame of reference critically reduces our phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and/or existential appreciation of that to hand. The latter would include fake facts, fake narratives, fake histories, fake philosophies (based on the former). etc.


� 	It would appear that in this neo-liberal environment an automatic acceptance of both accountability and responsibility no longer seem to be the rule. Witness the legal aftermath of the 2008 Global Financial Crisis/Great Recession where even now, in 2017, are companies only being fined with little legal ramifications for executives, CEO’s, etc.


� 	I.e., invoking an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension.


� 	A paraphrase on Kant.


� 	Another way of expressing this is to observe that the existential orientation is the result of the existentialization of the relatively non-existential, i.e., the intentional, along with the conceptual representation of the pre-intentional and/or post-intentional, etc. Conversely, de-existentialization is the de-existential-ization of the relatively existential (through its non-renewal through the relative absence of suitable existentially oriented forms of care and concern, etc.).


� 	Judgment treated as a process and not the content of that judgment whose form is intentionally represented and, consequently, delivered in cognitive terms of reference.


� 	This list, as noted, is not exhaustive.


� 	To invoke that type of distinction disseminated by Frege.


� 	Through processes of transcendental reservation, transcendental identification, transcendental enaction, etc., as defined and examined elsewhere.


� 	‘Observed’, almost inevitably, is usually meant in both a passive sense and an active sense. ‘Dictates’ has an imperative sense to be applied, e.g., to an ordered form of judgment such as you ought to do your duty in this particular or specific regard; or, it is good virtue to be pragmatic, or economical, or, this is factually true, etc. Or, to be applied to that which is judged suitable, or an aspect of the same, i.e., in terms of propriety, appropriateness, appositeness, or their collective interactions (when, e.g., ordered forms of valuation need to be accommodated, say, in the building of safe yet cost-effective structure, etc.).


� 	I.e., by running ‘self-reports to other-reports to relational-reports’ back to back with ‘relational reports to other-reports to self-reports’, etc. By ‘etc.’ is implied running self-reports with other-reports, and v.v., etc., or, invoking other techniques for inducing an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension as about to be open listed. Effectively, this suspension is something we do all the time and only needs to be intuitively initiated and refined in the course of existentially oriented experience.


� 	‘Suffered’ in its Aristotelian sense. As a general rule, one might say this holistic surplus in valuational formation is enjoyed or suffered by all participant albeit from their point of view in that relationship. We can also add that positivity is also manifested when both consequential implications and implications of valuational formation find productive forms of mutual co-alignment to that extent can be observed by such relational participants. In the Confucian Analects, e.g., we find two separate sayings wherein, in one situation, remonstration with the emperor was called upon even though it meant the execution of that minister versus another similar situation where remonstration was thought to be inadvisable (because the minister would have been executed). Different people will exercise different priorities in their appreciation and harmonization of intra-ordered and inter-ordered forms of enquiry; i.e., within and between different forms of ordered e/valuation.


� 	These additional qualifications, of re-iterability and wider relevance, ruling out, e.g., instances of mere luck or fraud, etc.


� 	We can invoke here the four headings associate with the value created in a commercial context, namely, creation (of a relationship through its activation be that momentary, short-term, medium-term or long-term), preservation (of relational richness already in place), conservation(al enrichment in a positive sense), and, meta-conservation(al re-enrichment on the basis of the former. E.g., a university qualification might well open certain beneficial doors years later to the enrichment of the life of that individual workwise, extending the range of their potential relationships, in actual wealth creation, etc.).


� 	Assuming other forms of mis-equity like theft, injury through violence or accident (be that in the workplace or elsewhere), forms of inadequate compensation, etc.


� 	In the light of neo-liberals believing, e.g., that all markets are naturally self-regulating, etc.


� 	Contra-revolutionary correction, through successful evolution promoting a reversal of an excessive over-promoted neo-liberal environment, must be a broad-spectrum process of incremental rectification. In the next section of this essay I envisage this broad approach to be conducted under the headings circumscription (of donations), inscription (promoting textual transparency), proscription (in a reversal of mis-equity), and, prescription (of those pre-condition, etc., for existential reconstruction of the political-economy [on both political and economic fronts, etc..]).


� 	How do we arrive at genres? They have their origins in language, experience, interpretation and relatively atomic phenomenal-phenomenological modes that have classified simple patterns of behavioural performance under the same phenomenological classification. Complex genres being a reasonably integrated set of relatively atomic phenomenological modalities. E.g., ‘going to meet a friend for a cup of coffee’ involves the conjunction of the modality of drinking, in this instance coffee, and, meeting, in this instance, of a friend in order to do the former together. We could also invoke the relatively atomic genre of ‘conversing’. Thus, relatively complex genres emerge through the integration of relatively less complex genres within an interpretative framework that broadly regulates how these atomic modalities are to be integrated.


� 	In previous essays and books, I have outlined six kinds of fundamental value called ordered forms of value/valuation, namely, pre-essential value, aesthetic-essential value, de-ontological value, pragmatical value, possible value, and, actual (factual or ontical) value. I argue that these kinds of value should not be confused, but, on a deeper level of formation arise through a subtle privileging/de-privileging of the same three moments that underlie phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and (non-systematic) existential forms of treatment, etc.


� 	The last time I viewed the Mona Lisa (La Giaconda) in the Louvre, I can hardly say I saw it given that it is now at some distance beyond a barrier surrounded by a wall of people with their mobiles in the air trying to catch a photograph of the same Now, sadly, we can say we can see it (as a picture in a frame) without it being seen (as a painting within a frame). Thirty years ago, this work of art could be seen as a work of art rather than being merely ‘sanctified as a work of art’ to be ‘visited’ as one more site to be ticked off on some universal list of ‘things to do’. Alas even ‘travellers’ are forced to become ‘tourists’.


� 	An aspect of the intentional-textual economy where we treat the intentional facets of the phenomenal-phenomenological text as a presentation, the hermeneutical meta-text as the representation, and, the existential non-text as the re-presentation (along with its associated valuational economy, etc.), etc.


� 	Just as the bits and pieces of a clock that is disassembled cannot represent the passage of time.


� 	Given that we are in direct contact with those intentional representations as found constructed in our own intentional consciousness.


� 	Thus, we can refer to any form of intentional representation from its own sense of a self-perspective, given the impossibility of its absolute reduction, albeit only in the interactive form that it has been suitably fashioned in intentional consciousness. Be that, for example, from the perspective of a non-virtual apple, a virtual apple, the memory of an apple, the general concept of an apple, etc. Therefore, the apparent reality of a representation cannot nor should not be ignored or dismissed as non-existent. Neither should such representations be treated, through imputed extrapolation, as existing in any non-relational sense of self-existence or self-subsistence (although such metaphors can be lived with in a non-critical, conventional sense). 


� 	This suspension being the ongoing, dynamically balanced interplay between these three moments of the phenomenal-phenomenological encounter, etc.


� 	‘Relative dismissal’, in a provisional sense, gives us an ongoing overall transcendental suspension where the apparent intentional constitution of that under such scrutiny can be examined, whereas, in contrast, ‘absolute dismissal’ is a nihilistic dismissal of representational simulations as mere illusions and as nothing else (which could only appear through some form of idealistic pre-construction). Correctly, a transcendental philosophy must arise above this dichotomy of realism and idealism by virtue of the epistemological fact that intentional formation can only arise through the immediate, correlative, non-reductive, non-independent conjunction of both an intentional objective and an associated intentional process-field. To this we should also add that such noematic-noetic correlativity also implies the immediate, correlative, non-reductive, non-independent conjunction of this noematic-noetic, content-process relationship with its co-associated sense of intentional subjectivity without the absolute imputation of any dialectical facet therein observed; be that as a non-intentional object or state, as a pre-intentional object or state, as a post-intentional object or state, and/or, in some form of a trans-intentional object or state. Furthermore, some form of a non-intentional world, etc., and/or, a non-intentional sense of self/selves, etc., must all equally be dismissed. On the other hand, such conventional imputations can be treated at apparent face value in those conventional terms of reference (noting intentional subjectivity, suitability of representational simulation and their harmonization) as long as such imputations are not theoretically deployed, practically employed and/or critically re-deployed in non-conventional terms of reference, in pre-conventional terms of reference, in post-conventional terms of reference, and/or, in trans-conventional terms of reference.


� 	In essence, one could joke, nothing less than ‘saving the world’, although, in truth, such an aspiration needs to be seriously considered given relentless neo-liberal policy settings and the need for their reversal, etc., along with a number of other issues such as the populist subversion of democratic processes, the rapacious nature of individual greed, adverse forms of political governance, an inability of some people to harmoniously live with others, etc., etc.


� 	This type of list here is constructed at random but could be classified in accordance with our cognitive and trans-cognitive ordering as examined elsewhere but will soon need to be re-mentioned in the first footnote attached to paragraph xxx. [With respect to this list we could treat acts of vision as non-virtual cognitive 4th-5th orders; imaginative speculation as virtual cognitive 4th-5th orders; logical analysis as cognitive 1st-3rd orders/1st-2nd trans-cognitive orders; factual determination as cognitive 6th/trans-cognitive 6th orders; acts of memory as cognitive 6th/trans-cognitive 6th orders; processes of identification as cognitive 1st-3rd orders/1st -2nd trans-cognitive orders, etc. See this footnote cited above].


� 	I.e., in and through an inter-subjective economy of negotiation.





� 	The raison d’être of this ordered philosophy is to closely examine how we can construct self-reports, other-reports and relational-reports; observe how transformation rules would allow us to go from one to the other, and v.v; and, how a dynamic balance of the same can create an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension in the formation of a systematic existential-report that is also critically re-constructive.


� 	In the past I have identified actual factuals or factual facts with ontical(treated) facts, but, will now reserve ‘ontical’ to apply to ‘ontical judgments that have a demonstrated truth determination in a synthetical context’ and their delivering’ facts’ (as factually treated facts) in a cognitive sixth order.


� 	The ethical dimension can be seen as an amalgam, on a trans-cognitive level, of the third order of the de-ontological and the fourth order of the pragmatical (and, perhaps, as better seen also amalgamated with the second order of the aesthetical given its concern with harmony through processes of harmonization). 


� 	‘Constructive’ can be construed to include phenomenal-phenomenological presentations as constructions, hermeneutical reconstructions and existential re-constructions.


� 	I am merely making the point here that nomination is identificational, etc.


� 	That ‘scrutiny’, as a noun and/or verb, is code for ‘general investigations, particular analyses, and/or, specific examinations’.


� 	The reader is referred to my Homepage site in order to follow up this and other topics.


�	Paralleling the musical formula of (consonant) preparation, (introduction of) dissonance and (the process of) resolution. We can also find a transcendental (trans-cognitive) equivalence, respectively, between a hermeneutic orientation, a phenomenal-phenomenological orientation, and, an existential orientation. Or, again, in a parallel with construction/synthesis, analysis/ reduction and a nominative balance of the former in equations of identification. 


� 	Our first order can also be seen, despite its apparent atomicity, as being mapped out in terms of a multidimensional semblance of ‘sense’ (where the covert integrity of this overt mapping is mapped out through the actual factuality of our sixth order), on one hand, and, on the other hand, through those genre rules that allow us to accommodate such integrated functions. So, e.g., ‘in walking to meet a friend for coffee’ we have the integration of three or more pre-essential essentials to form this second order cognitive molecular function of ‘travelling to a certain destination to drink coffee with a friend’ (through the union of travelling etc.) within the ambit of this intention of ‘meeting for a coffee’.


� 	Refer to the last diagram where the formula for this pattern is duly noted.


� 	In the fallacy of the over-extended metaphor (to the extent philosophical or non-philosophical arguments and consequences are based on such over-extensions through literalization, excessive extrapolation, etc.).


� 	‘Facticity’ is an expression that I have defined elsewhere as denoting that surplus in valuational formation above and beyond its mere material instantiation. Let me offer the following anecdote to simply illustrate what is meant in the following trivial example. Whilst walking along a street beside a park, in the middle of winter on a very cold day, I saw two birds pointlessly pecking a wrapped-up cake that had recently been dropped there. No pecking would get through to the cake that these birds obviously knew was food for them if they could actually get to it. They were not going to give up easily but their efforts would be in vain. So, without materially adding anything to this world, in its re-configuration, I undid the plastic and gave access to these two birds, and no doubt some more, to this source of ample food. Facticity is this existential difference that devolves from such re(-)configuration. In this regard we could say that the overall facticity of a relationship is this material basis plus the existential impact that devolves from such processes of re(-)configuration. A positive sense of valuational formation being found or discerned when the quantum, i.e., overall modal quantity and quality of valuational formation, is found to be differentially greater than that prior to such optimistic (re)investment.


� 	Unique in the sense of having different subjects and objects entering into certain relationships as well as noting a same uniqueness in pre-conditions, spatiotemporal histories, logical subject, etc. Of course, various instances of unique specificity can also be compared through proximate forms of typological particularity and more broader terms of generality


� 	E.g., in times of war patriotic duty often entails ‘a de-mutualization in valutional formation’ of which the ultimate form is death.


� 	Just as an acorn produces an oak on maturation, and, a viable seed within a pinecone can produce a pine tree on maturation… by virtue of such distinctive patterns of resolution to the extent a continual process of ongoing resolution can be maintained.


� 	‘Creation’ here being through creating, recreating and re-creating. Hence reporting, rereporting and re-reporting.


� 	Respectively vivid dreaming on going to sleep, and, vivid dream imagery experienced just prior to waking.


� 	As in my classic example of the architect of a bridge or some other construction where de-ontological, pragmatical and aesthetical considerations might all need to be observed in some form of a relationship with each other. So, such an edifice should not fall apart and be safe, should be economical as well as efficient in the means of its construction and be effective in the exercising of its brief, and, hopefully, also be found beautiful in the manner of its presentation.


� 	Technically, we should say the proposition, in its meta-depiction higher by one degree than the object report in its initial state, expressed in the initial report, is true if the configuration of the expressed content in that proposition is found to be adequately (re)expressed in that retreated report returned to the relative object level in meta status. Or, more simply, that truth is affirmed when the meta-transformation between treatment and retreatment holds (and, therein, reaffirms the configuration of the initial report).


� 	In discerning gestalt integrity, in a holistic sense, we can then note the fifth order hermeneutic appreciation of contextually expressed potentiality, possibility, probability and potency. E.g., this male child has the potentiality of being a fully functioning adult male, this possibility is progressively promoted through their being currently non-deceased; them now, as an adult, that they could marry a woman and have children; but, being gay they are more likely to enter a non-heterosexual relationship and being ‘out’ and looking for the same this likely to happen in some form or other. Or, e.g., this acorn could become an oak tree, this possibility will only happen if it gets planted; it is planted and growing; given its nurture in the botanic gardens it is more than likely to reach full maturity as it almost has given that it is ceasing to become a mere sapling.


� 	Different democratic political life-worlds in those countries that are ostensibly democratic, to that extent even non-democratically oriented governments are founded on democratic forms of power sharing, and, the fact that all relationships, formal or informal, on all levels of social organization revolved around and evolve form democratic processes to some degree or other.


� 	Bimodal forms of correlativity are possible but only within a trimodal economy. How then do we account for the bimodal relationship between concepts and percepts? By seeing this relationship as situated in the trimodal gestalt economy or as also situated in a hexamodal ordered economy, etc.


� 	If I were to use the technical term ‘suitable’ in reference to these isomorphically invariant symmetries as underlying these processes of correlativity how might I apply phenomenal-phenomenological propriety, hermeneutical appropriateness (of genre applications and con-textual readings) and (non-systematic) existential appositeness to this economy of truth determination as outlined? In this regard, I perceive the rhetorical viewing of pre-treated treatment as hermeneutically oriented, metaphorical treatment as phenomenal-phenomenologically oriented and retreatment as (primarily) existentially oriented (in its indicative, non-systematically oriented sense).


� 	As noted elsewhere the expression ‘transcendental’ has two technical senses. It is mainly utilized in an active sense as an equivalent expression for trans-cognitive, judgmental, existential in a systematic sense, trans-conceptual, trans-perceptual, trans-intentional, etc. In its less common usage it has a passive sense where it looks at the total realm of transcendental possibility as theoretically underlying all forms of significance-bearing intentional representation (and finds its hypothetical expression in an ordered philosophy when ordered significance is generated within and between orders). E.g., so we can talk about square circles only as a possible non-integrated pre-essential concept that can have no integrated second ordered ‘square-circles’ as members. Thus, we can have no coloured square circles, but, we could find red round-tables and yellow square-tables, etc.).  The ensuing value of the interpreted context, in comparative readings, should be able to determine which sense is being exercised although this expression is more often used as an equivalent for trans-cognitive processes of judgment, etc., (although, again, the hypothetical possibility of the delivery of its cognitive content, as a delivered judgment, is pre-established in this passive sense of transcendental possibility). That transcendental possibility establishes the hypothetical grounds for the engagement, encountering and recognition of virtual and non-virtual forms of actualized transcendental trans-intentional configuration albeit in its co-associated cognitive, non-transcendental, naturally oriented economy. That, moreover, such constitution should never be treated, in critical philosophical expositions, as either absolutely actualized or as absolutely potentialized (as a mere or pure possibility), but, as an ongoing process of resolution expressed between these two unobtainable polarities. In the fifth order, this is recognized in a progression from hermeneutic potentiality to hermeneutic possibility to hermeneutic probability to hermeneutic potentiation. E.g., although I could envisage myself walking on the surface of the moon in my birthday suit such potentiality is not a factual possibility. I could go to the moon and walk in a properly outfitted spacesuit but the probability for this for me is practically zero thankfully. I would refuse to go even if the chance were to be offered to me and I were to be paid millions of dollars in doing so. So, I am glad to say, this event would never be potentiated (and causally initiated) and, thereby, converted into a sixth order ontically affirmed fact. As it stands, it is an ontical fact that I have never walked on the surface of the moon in my birthday suit or otherwise, and, that I have no current or non-current intention to ever execute a properly attired moon-walk. Naturally, we give more weight to positively constituted factual affirmations rather than negative ones since the former are more useful in our understanding of the world whilst the latter more often act as limits on the factual possibility of the former. E.g., if today I went on foot to go shopping in the local supermarket in the Blue Mountains just before closing hour this must practically mean I could not have then have gone shopping in downtown Sydney two hours away by train, and, I definitely did not then go shopping in London (unless I went online to do that). So, although it is a fact I went shopping in the Blue Mts it is also a negative fact that I did not then, on foot, go shopping in either Sydney or London, etc. Obviously, positively constituted factual affirmations are more informative about events in the world, whereas, in contrast, negative facts merely scope the former when co-associated. So, therefore, if I were to go on foot shopping in the Blue Mts and then went shopping on foot in Sydney it must mean that I traveled from the Blue Mts to this city, and, that I would not have traveled, unfortunately, via my non-virtual shopping in London. 


� 	Under the heading of perception, I would include immediate direct and indirect forms of perception (e.g., seeing fire and smoke and only seeing smoke) and our non-immediate memories of the same.


� 	These metaphorical seals or stamps can also be phenomenologically scrutinized through the lenses of existential indicators and existential hallmarks as explored elsewhere.


� 	This specific tweet (20 March 2017: James Clapper and others stated that there is no evidence Potus colluded with Russia. This story is FAKE NEWS and everyone knows it!


� 	On the second full day in office after his inauguration, 22 January 2017.


� 	The reader might like to refer to a video issued by PBS, on uTube, where a friend of this dismissed Director, Benjamin Wittes, editor-in-chief of Lawfare.com, felt impelled to offer a series of comments on this incident and note the retrospective import of various comments raised in conversations with him, etc. In this discussion, this interviewed person notes the inappropriateness of this attempt by the President to obtain his ‘loyalty’, etc. Link/s: � HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/james-comey-felt-job-protect-fbi-trump-says-friend/" �http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/james-comey-felt-job-protect-fbi-trump-says-friend/� � HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/newshour/videos/#216481" �http://www.pbs.org/newshour/videos/#216481� 


� 	If we are to believe the President here then we must note the total inappropriateness of either asking for such assurances and/or for the giving of the same. Then the ‘subtle’ threats on not to leak because of so-called ‘“tapes”’ is not only bizarre but reminiscent of the Nixonian scandal of Watergate (according to a Presidential tweet on 10 May 2017): James Comey better hope that there are no "tapes" of our conversations before he starts leaking to the press!


� 	The reader might note that in an earlier work of mine on the political (sub-)discipline one of my political imperatives involved the separation and insulation of politicians from the corrosive influences of donations and undue, non-transparent forms of lobbying, etc. This imperative will be explored further in the next section of this extended-essay. Refer to Politics as the Art of the Possible, Part VI.


� 	E.g., with correlativities (on a par with Husserlian noetic-noematic correlativity) such as between the intentional and the trans-intentional; between the orders; between aspects like the cognitive, trans-cognitive and the affective, etc; between various economies like the representational, enactive, consequential, aspirational, critical, etc., etc.


� 	I use this expression ‘valuational formation, rather than value formation, to note that the former includes phenomenal-phenomenological identity/identities, hermeneutic functionality (in a refinement of the adoption and adaptation of relevant genres), and, existential values (as expressed through our six trans-cognitive orders be that in simple or complex combinations). 


� 	Or, i.e., as formerly described as an’ existential descriptor’ (or as a series and/or set/s of the same). E.g., the passage of a person through this world could be described as containing a set of points between which we can extrapolate an historical connection assuming we are dealing with the same existential descriptor, etc. 


� 	In order to explain why we are not eternally trapped in the overall transcendental suspension. ‘Transcendental’ being equivalent to ‘trans-intentional’, trans-conceptual’, ‘judgmental’, etc.


� 	The exception could be when someone is imprisoned by one person to whom they are then totally beholden for support given their encagement by their jailer. 


� 	By ‘etc.’ is meant by convention, custom, habit, expectation, decree, law, obligation, bondage, etc.


� 	E.g., perhaps, along the lines of the co-authored autobiographies as sketched in Section 5. Or, as an example, more along the lines of Obama’s Affordable Care Act rather than the miserable attempts to provide adequate health care in 2017 in bills presented by the Republicans (where, before the First World nations, at least, such lack of care is an absolute scandal in such a wealthy county with a military budget without compare… and where neo-liberal policy settings are skewing the pollical pendulum towards erratic populists and their counter-productive demagoguery).


� 	‘Observes’ is meant in a double sense of ‘actively observing and being passively observant’. 


� 	Six kinds of judgment as discussed elsewhere, namely, judgments in orientation that are lexical/semantic (or pre-essential/essential atomicity), aesthetical (essential-molecularity), de-ontological, pragmatical, hermeneutic and factual.


� 	A transcendental, trans-intentional form of phenomenological examination straddles realism-idealism and this non-reduction to either camp (of the intentional object[tive/state] or the act of the intentional process) is represented in this compound of ‘phenomenal-phenomenological’.


� 	I have compared too much consonance to being a bit like ‘Ferdinand the bull happily chewing his cud under the shade of a tree and not going anywhere’; too much dissonance like a fight where one party murders the other (and historically ends their relationship), and, too much resolution like ‘completely paying our bills to the very cent owed’ and so ending our relationships with those with whom we owe such monies. Too much dissonance can also be seen as too little consonance, and v.v.


� 	‘Executives’ are managers that operate on a daily basis through established managerial practices of redirection, whereas, in contrast, managers as ‘re-directors’ may need to invoke radical patterns of re-direction in their creation, preservation, conservation and meta-conservation of valuational formation.


� 	Officers of compliance, re-correctionists, upholders of the law, etc.


� 	Adopting and adapting this Confucian doctrine (of the rectification of names) we should insist on calling what something it to be what it is and insist it is not what others might want to call it when it is not as such. Otherwise withdraw, if you can, from such a one-sided monologue. In this light when a politician lies, like President Trump, e.g., such lies, as ‘lies’, should be called out and the conversation not continued with until such deceptions are properly bracketed! This doctrine also has limitations to the extent that natural language can use names in a 1 to 1 relation but also in a 1 to many relation, or v.v., and, the political connotations of terms like emperor, president, prime minister, servant, citizen, etc., will be continually redefined over time and have limits as to how their non-democratically oriented power relations can or should be observed.


� 	By ‘et al’ is meant an urgent need to re-understand and re-constitute the meaning of work given an understandable and elevated anxiety with this topic (and its relationship to non-equity); a re-examination of valuational formation; an understanding of how neo-liberal policies are directly undermining democratic institution and indirectly promoting disruptive forms of populism and demagoguery, etc.


� 	I.e., existential re-construction through an existential re-engagement. Implicit is the argument that the existentialization of a (major) discourse can simultaneously deconstruct and replace such ideological distortions with a less distorted, more humane vision of the world.


� 	‘Democratic life-worlds’ is meant in both a horizontal mode, say, between countries, and, in a vertical mode, say in a company or some other institution given that all forms of political organization have some degree of a democratic basis as argued elsewhere; given, e.g., that even a slave can theoretically withdraw their services, etc.


� 	As introduced in the preceding section in paragraph 470.


� 	I.e., looking at the ‘architecture’ of discourses from a trans-discursive perspective. I have proposed that all discourses share a similar discursive economy based on the intentional economy. I will examine this aspect in paragraph 488, etc. The reader might also like to refer to a paper titled Trans-Discursive Architecture (architecture.doc) which can be found on my homepage site (New Papers, Page 4).


� 	Contra (Moral) Absolutism & Contra (Moral) Relativism, etc! W Working Paper in Meta-Philosophy: Denying both Absolutist and Relativist Interpretations in the Reading of (Transcendental Phenomenological) Experience (21.1.15) (ContraRel.doc). The reader might also like to refer to my Theology Volume II, the latter sections of that extended essay, etc.


� 	Refer to my set of political essays: Politics as the art of the Possible (2016).


� 	Refer to my What Profit Profit? The Commercial Realm of Business (2016)


� 	Admittedly this technical paragraph is based on a complex philosophy. Suffice to say, that we should see the political-economy as that basis upon which our cultural life is dependent, in order to flourish, and that what promotes the former promotes the later!


� 	Implied here is the fact that an economy cannot be viewed in unipolar or bipolar terms of reference. On the other hand, we could invoke a fourfold format or greater such as, e.g., the hexapartite format of an ordered analysis. Without being reductive, an economy is modelled on the intentional economy.


� 	Policies, e.g., cut across the political, economic and stylistic spheres and align both themselves and these spheres of operation.  If such ‘instruments of alignment’ are more hypothetical or theoretical in scope we can treat them more as ‘factors of alignment’. 


� 	In a textual context, this could be argued along the following lines, namely, that texts in a state of balance with meta-texts, in and through their intersection, produce the simulation of non-texts, that collectively with texts and meta-texts then gives us an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension [also known as the (tripartite) overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension {in distinction to the bipartite hermeneutic circle}]. 


� 	In The Sydney Morning Herald, Monday, May 29, 2017, in an article titled We can give thanks to Tony. No, really, by Jessica Irvine, this point about inequality is succinctly summed up. She notes: One measure of inequality in an economy is the “Gini coefficient”. It is a number between 0 and 1, I which o represents a situation of perfect equality – everyone earns the same – and 1 represents total inequality – one person gets all the income. She points out: On the latest figures for 2013-14, Australia’s Gini coefficient is 0.33. Sure, this is better than America’s 0.39. But it is an increased from around 0.29 in the 1990s. However, she also notes that we have a figure of 0.52 today if it were not for the tax transfers, such as through family benefits, by the Howard government, e.g. As she argues: Economist are beginning to appreciate both the social and economic costs of rising inequality. Adding that: too much inequality is bad for economies to as well… leading to too much consumption and an inability for the poor to save… leading to inflexible work conditions, over-work, reduced economic growth (and we can add political instability, populism and disruptive demagoguery, greater instability, etc., etc. All in all, recipe for an impoverished cultural life!).


� 	By ‘et al’ is meant ‘a plethora of related phenomena from promoting greedy executives to populist and their demagoguery, from undermining the democratic conventions through a weakening of party affiliations in both the political and economic worlds, etc., etc.


� 	A greater, standard degree of transparency of inscription, etc., within certain limitations given that we cannot be absolutely transparent even to our own sense/s of self, etc.


� 	I.e., non-existential reversal and replacement and/or existential re-construction.


� 	The latter type of restrictions have been further imposed by both the state governments of NSW and Victoria, e.g.


� 	I could have used other examples. E.g., one television advertisement for ice-cream in the middle of a children’s program might be overlooked, but, this market, more often than not, as usual, wishes to proliferate what works for it financially and thousands of ads per year for unhealthy foods aimed at children would and should necessitate some form of successfully imposed restrictions in that regard. Or, e.g., one hard-bargaining businessperson from one foreign country striking a non-advantageous deal w.r.t. a certain client would barely cause a ripple, but, ten thousand such hard-bargaining businesspersons from the same country would give that county such an adverse reputation for unfair business dealings that they might not find much future business should this negative reputation precede them. Indeed, in this specific situation being alluded to, the ministry of trade of the country in question had to instruct its overseas business people to be more fair in the course of their business dealings. The moral being, that we must be alert to the consequences of patterns of enaction both individually and collectively. 


� 	Governments have sources of finance found through direct or indirect taxation, imposts, duties, service fees, investments, rentals, sales of assets, donations, and forms of appropriation (be they judged suitable or otherwise for a state to acquire).


� 	My use of this adjective ‘corrosive’ is not very original. The expressions ‘corrosive’ and ‘donations’ has been linked by many quarters in the political-economy from business leaders (e.g., in a recent press release by the energy company AGL) to the Greens, from both the Conservative side of politics to the non-Conservative side. However, given such overwhelming consensus, along with many well-publicized instances of inappropriate political behaviour in relation to the same, we must wonder at the little progress that has occurred in donation reform. It is an indictment of the overall system that evidence based policy decisions are regularly displaced by policies based on political ideologies that have little or no real value beyond their ideological framing. Such forms of misalignment have a cost, and, eventually, a political price that will need to be paid by all the parties related, directly or indirectly, to such misguided forms of governance!


� 	Witness, in Australia, the uncontested fact that a certain number of current and former politicians are now acting as ‘consultants’, or similar, and, have added themselves, e.g., to the payroll of persons seen as connected to the Chinese Communist Party. This is not to say that such individuals cannot professionally navigate the potential conflicts of interest that could arise, but, one must wonder both at the amounts of money involved and to what extent other current politicians and ex-politicians are also on this same payroll, or some other, and, effectively, acting as agents more representing these other foreign powers at the expense of their continuing to represent Australia and its interests, formally or informally, through the example of their own person? 


� 	Where this expression of ‘economy’ mirrors the intentional economy. It also includes all those economic aspects that directly relate to the political-economy (e.g., taxation, consumption, voting, etc.) and outside the same (e.g., musical concerts, education, heath, etc.) although it can be rightly observed that all extra-political-economic activity has its foundations inescapably in and on the political-economic.


� 	Governments in Australia and elsewhere, like the US, are not dealing with this issue in any meaningful way.  We do have the example of Sweden serious addressing this type of issue. It is a role of governments to assist people in dealing with forms of societal change. Political policy formulation needs to take this complication, already with us, into account and help societies prepare for such transitions and transformations. Like the issue of 


� 	Unlike the rather ad hoc and often ineffective VETs (Vocational Educational Training schemes) rolled out in their thousands at the expense of the more traditional TAFEs.


� 	A wonderful example of this compactual-contractual interface is the hotel, The Imperial, in Paddington, that allows The Continental Philosophy Group to hold its meetings on the second Sunday of each month without charging that organization for the use of their Brewers Boardroom. Of course, the expectation is that the members present at this gathering would also patronize those same premises… and this arrangement would appear to have been one that has been a mutual benefit to both organizations.


� 	Do You Have a Policy for That: Existential Policy Formation (2016).


� 	E.g., is the distinctive joining together of characteristic Art Deco shapes, with their vocabulary of sharp edges and mirror symmetries, etc., with characteristic Art Deco colours, with their recognizable vocabulary of certain greens, yellows and oranges, etc., more a matter of merely iterated association or indicative of some deeper form of psychic integration? To my mind we could argue for either without disestablishing this argument that iconic production is a crystalline-like precipitation of the then current cultural preoccupations that could then be seen as representing a broad reflection of those discursive themes that seemingly well-characterize those times. Consequently, our expectation would be that we would more likely meet with a similarity of discursive preoccupations whose strands could easily act as insightful commentaries on other contemporaneous strands co-produced in those textual formations that appear to have an iconic-like status. Then, on a more discursive level of textual treatment, it would be more natural to expect that certain sets of ideas would parallel other prominent sets of ideas, etc. Moreover, we could look for similar motifs, conclusions, modes of resolution, etc., and hope their discovery and examination might cast more light on the less superficial, deeper nature of such textual production.


� 	I.e., valuation formation. Valuational formation, whether existentially oriented or non-existentially oriented, being more than mere value formation through its thematization of identity formation and the functional clarification of genres, etc.


� 	Much of Western philosophy seems to have overlooked considerations concerning feelings and emotions. To this list of oversight, we can add a recent postmodern relegation of ethics or morality. I find such lacunae in interest to be fascinating. I am also intrigued by the fact that much of critical Buddhist thought seems to have followed certain postmodern-like directions without abandoning an ethical or moral dimension. It would be most interesting to conduct a comparison between these non-contemporaneous schools in philosophical critique in order to see how ethical considerations could be re-integrated with Contemporary thought.


� 	I examine this claim in chapter-section 2 in paragraph 12. This claim being basically verified by Politifact who note: Sanders’ claim is accurate but needs additional notes of context. We rate it Mostly True.


:


� 	Witness, in Australia, the Coalition’s central policy plank for the 2016 election that argued for a 48.2 billion tax cut over ten years (and which is now being costed at approximately 65 billion dollars over a similar period of time… and all for a minute advancement in growth according to its associated modeling; a risky predication that would not be worth gambling on). Such funds, I have no doubt, could be much better invested in the fields of infrastructure, education, health and debt-reduction.


� 	Witness the financial mismanagement and fraudulent behaviour found in the privatized rollout of the VET schemes in Australia (and the fact that this same type of misbehaviour will most likely re-occur in the rollout of the National Disability Insurance Scheme [NDIS]). Refer to chapter-section 5, subsection 12.


� 	‘Their’, as a possessive pronoun, is very much in need of definition as it seems demagogues are usually more interested in their own interests rather than the interests of their constituents. E.g., is Trump in politics for personal self-advancement and profiting on a grand scale (through promoting greater degrees of profitability through emoluments, further branding of property and merchandise, wider business connections, the creation of situations of greater profitability for his companies both in the US and world wide?)? Or, is he in politics because he wants to make a positive contribution? Time, no doubt, will tell but the trend so far is not very promising; especially in the light of a series of prospective policy positions that, all too often, are very much inspired by a neo-liberally oriented agenda. 


� 	E.g., to create a commercial enterprise, to financially preserve its existence, through conservation create a profit, and, through meta-conservation continue to amplify that profit year in and year out. Commercial enterprises are also exposed to a series of other imperatives such as maintaining access to inputs in terms of availability, cost, price, etc., and discharge of outputs in terms of customers or clients, frequency and volume, cost and price, etc; maintaining a profitable balance between the former; minimizing other costs such as taxation; increasing efficiency and effectiveness processes between inputs and outputs; maintaining adequate levels of capital, debt, skilled staff, records and other forms of relevant information, etc. On top of such process imperatives, companies also need to compete against other similar companies locally or globally; find political forms of accommodation; resolve issues of governance; resolve the tension between redirectional executives and re-directional managers who may need to take their enterprises in new directions for whatever reason that appear to be profitably viable, etc.


� 	This manifesto can be found drawn up on the penultimate page of this chapter-section/essay-paper.


� 	This second manifesto can be found drawn up on the final page of this chapter-section/essay-paper.


� 	Assuming property prices keep rising, or, don’t drastically fall, and, costs like stamp duties, etc., do not change or get raised in the meantime.


� 	E.g., as advanced by the economist Thomas Piqetty. E.g., refer to his short book The Economics of Inequality (translated by Arthur Goldhammer); The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2015.


� 	This pro-democratic orientation should be enacted on all levels of the political-economy; from government to business, from schools and universities to the workplace, etc. One aspect of this is observed in my subheading of Responsibility.


� 	Although I am referring primarily to first-world democracies, these observations and injunctions can also apply to other political-economies; be they first-world or non-first-world, or democratic or non-democratic in political orientation.


� 	Ideally, where policy formation concerning exploration, consolidation and innovation is involved, political arguments need to be successfully mounted in order to advance their re-direction in the re-formulation of such policy re-setting. Hence this heading of Disputation.


� 	King James Bible; Matthew 11:15. 


� 	Witness the ever-rising cost of electricity (although other forms of market distortion should also be taken into account).


� 	A greater, standard degree of transparency of inscription, etc., within certain limitations given that we cannot be absolutely transparent even to our own sense/s of self, etc.


� 	I.e., non-existential reversal and replacement and/or existential re-construction.


� 	A greater, standard degree of transparency of inscription, etc., within certain limitations given that we cannot be absolutely transparent even to our own sense/s of self, etc.


� 	I.e., non-existential reversal and replacement and/or existential re-construction.


�  	‘Navigation’ arises in our dealings with non-subjective object/s and/or state/s. ‘Negotiation’ arises in our dealings with a subjective entity/entities and/or organization/s. ‘Arbitration’ is the resolution of the relevant imperatives in order to enact processes of intentional redirection and/or re-direction.


� 	I.e., our democratic manifesto called ‘Striking Out’ parallels our political-economic manifest of ‘Out Striking’ under the headings and subheadings of Imputation: Person Inputs, Organized Inputs and Political Inputs; Reputation: Transparency, Accountability and Responsibility; Re-Computation: Contra-Inequity; Contra-Dis-Equity; Contra-Non-Equity; and, Disputation (of current conventions): Exploration; Consolidation; and Innovation (of those approaches that enrich the tenor of our democratically oriented life-world/s). 


� 	‘Ca’ is ‘Ca[1-3], or, i.e., Essay-section 11: Commentary on S1-S3.


� 	A point noted in Section 5, subsection iii.


� 	Name given to ‘anonymous’ in this article as re-represented in my abbreviated ‘autographical’ cases studies extracted from this article in the Sydney Moring Herald.


� 	Refer to articles noted by the ABC; e.g., on 28.2.17 where Stephanie Anderson notes: Back on the issue of Centrelink and privacy, the former NSW Deputy Privacy Commissioner Anna Johnston says she expects Centrelink bureaucrats to be more cautious with personal information…





