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0.     Overview: 


This third critique takes a critical turn.
 By critiquing my two manifestoes, as a practical response to the relatively adverse hegemony of neo-liberal policy settings, effectively, I am indirectly critiquing neo-liberalism. By putting flesh on these two related scaffolds, behind the structure of these two manifestoes, and outlining the presuppositions behind their formulation I am both detailing how these manifest and operate in parallel and how, as picture-tools, they also reflect this neo-liberal world that is also the subject of this third critique. To some extent, by such reverse engineering, in understanding the genesis of these two manifestoes, I am exposing the covert and overt concepts that were entertained in the formulation of these two manifestoes.
 (0)


Both manifestoes seem to be very similar, if not identical, and one must naturally wonder why I have outlined two manifestoes and not one? Striking Out addresses the political-economy (with a hyphen), and, Out Striking addresses the political economy (without a hyphen). The former is needed to better understand a philosophy like neo-liberalism that transcends both the political or economic spheres of influence. Indeed, it is because the economic is privileged over the political sphere that a neo-liberal ideology is also able to over-influence the workings of the political sphere of influence. However, to find forms of redress we need to take political action that restores a sense of balance between both spheres within the compass of the political-economy. Hence the additional need for a political manifesto and not just a political-economic manifesto. (1)


I have argued, on a number of occasions, that politics is not in the ‘business’ of business, and, the commercial world of business in not in the ‘business’ of running a country. Hence the disciplines of politics and economics are not to be confused and could be kept separate. However, it is also a fact of life that a government must ‘talk’ to business, and, and the world of business must ‘talk’ to government. I envisage such a necessary relationship as taking place within the sphere of the political-economy and hence the hyphen to differentiate a merely political economy (on par with a merely economic economy). Hence the discipline of political-economics of which it could also be said that politics and economics should be treated as two subdisciplines within the same. I also noted in my second, and last, critique that on a professional level politicians and businesspersons should maintain a certain degree of professional separation, isolation or insulation, and, that the proper, appropriate and apposite, i.e., ‘suitable’, agents for this particular kind of interaction should be civil servants. Politicians should not be ‘doing deals’, and, businesspersons should not be directly ‘selling their services’ to politicians. As noted in the second heading of the political-economic manifesto, Striking Out, all forms of lobbying should be conducted in an open, transparent, accountable and responsible manner… and most certainly not just behind closed doors.
 (2)


I have also divided the political-economy into three subdisciplines of politics, economics and stylistics. The political sphere is to be seen as more concerned with theoretical issues as found thematized in policy formation. Economics is to be seen as the practical sphere for the implementation of political formulations legislated through their formularization. A critical appreciation of such thematization and implementation is to be conducted in a critical sphere. In a similar sense of division, the first critique was more theoretical in orientation whilst the second, and last critique, was more interested in it practical implementation. As a response to neo-liberally induced adversity and mis-equity I constructed these two manifestoes as a systematic tool for redressing this imbalance where the political world appears to be distorted through the iterative pressures of a pro-economic ideology of neo-liberalism. In this third critique, I will be critiquing these two manifestoes, more as a proxy for neo-liberalism, since, as stated and stressed, they are meant to redress this imbalance and rectify forms of distortion that have followed on in its wake from, as noted, adversity and mis-equity, and, then, along with forms of destabilization of the relatively democratic nature of our life-worlds; from a better understanding of community to how we think civilized nations should govern themselves… (3)


I perceive the political-economy to be divided between three subdisciplines besides the political and the economical (as the commercial world of business). I have nominated this third subdiscipline, with its emphasis on the critical, as ‘stylistic’ for a number of reasons as noted in my second critique. One important reason being that in a theory of harmonic progression I have noted a parallel between the ‘critical’ and ‘resolution’, and, that the distinctive manner of resolution results in a distinctive sense of ‘style’.
 Hence our preoccupations in this subdiscipline with stylistic issues, criticism, rectification, etc. The progressive nature of harmony being seen as occurring over three dialectical stages, namely, the consonance of fields (through the repetitive reiteration of conventional rules of genres), the introduction of dissonance (through the insertion of some form of relative difference), to be followed by a process of resolution (that seeks some viable and integrated form of an accommodation between the first two dialectical aspects). All three aspects being correlatively ‘other-defined’, given, that effectively, they co-define each other through their co-negations. So, e.g., ‘dissonance’ is ‘mutually co-defined as neither consonance nor resolution’, etc. (4)


In turn, these three spheres of the political, economic and stylistic can also be divided along these lines of the theoretical, practical and critical, giving us, as a result, a matrix (3 x 3) of nine sub-subdisciplines. Let me tabulate them in the following scheme:
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I have described neo-liberal ideological induction of adversity under a number of headings from episodic redundancies, wage inequality, reduction of a civil service, higher transactional costs for services that have been privatized, etc. Then, I have also defined mis-equity as past inequity (through inter-generational and intra-generational ‘theft’ as expressed in the housing market, the fact that many so-called ‘baby boomers’ got university degrees without directly having to incur debt, that people on pensions who own their own property have a much more comfortable standard of living, etc.); current forms of dis-equity (in tougher working conditions and reduced wages); and, future non-equity (in the form of unemployment, casualization and other forms of under-employment, and, mis-employment when and where people’s skill sets are not fully utilized or recognized, etc.). (6)

In a critique of neo-liberalism, we could note and critique key-texts articulating and directing, refining and (re-)defining essential features of this ideological way of re-seeing the political-economy. But we would need to do this in and through a rather tortuous chronology, quoting certain key economists, politicians, philosophers, critics, etc., whilst in the process both overseeing a loss of subtle nuances and the fact that the ideas that people hold can shift, change direction if not, sometimes, be completely reversed. By not targeting such a shifting feast, instead, let me direct our vision towards a closer inspection of lived-reality, for the majority of people in the contemporary world, by closely noting key aspects of this ideology. (7)


The two manifestoes outlined in my second critique are proposals for more immediate or short-term action in the spheres of the political-economy and the political. However, there are many features of these manifestoes that do not directly focus on the broad sweep of the neo-liberal landscape and, consequently, these features are not directly dealt with in such a manner so as to arrest, reverse and replace such misdirected notions. To this end, I am also going to create a Silent Manifest, as a Subliminal Checklist, to alter the public perception about certain non-critically examined neo-liberal ideas, well and truly overlooked in their common currency, in order to recast such misbegotten ideas. Ideas that may seem both innocent and valid on a superficial reading, but, which through excessive reiteration and incremental institution, collectively create the disruptive climate for their unchecked circulation and in whose continual dissemination we find overseen the formation of wide-spread political-economic instances of ongoing adversity in the workplace and accumulative forms of mis-equity elsewhere. (8)


These two manifestoes, e.g., say nothing about unionism, neither for nor against, neither for its recall in its current form nor for its re-manifestation in a more viable format that better represents workers in the Twenty-First Century where the very concepts of employment and vocation need to be reconstituted in a re-presentation that better reflects the rapid transformations already taking place in the workplace. Indeed, the very social concept of ‘work’ needs to be seriously re-thought. All too often there is voiced a neo-liberal criticism of those who cannot find full employment or any adequate employment whatsoever as ‘losers’ or ‘leaners’ and the like. But, if the contemporary economy is increasingly predicated on some degree of under-employment, casualization, mis-employment or unemployment what right have such short-sighted critics to criticize these displaced workers when notions of full employment, themselves, are being seriously discredited? A bit like pouring two cups of liquid into a single cup of similar dimensions and complaining that the empty cup is not big enough; when we already should know that. (9)


Similarly, these two manifestoes say nothing about how we should regard globalization, or, for that matter, the inane doctrine that the markets are perfect and all interventions are better left to the invisible, all-knowing and guiding hand of the marketplace. So, to redress such misguided notions we need to ask a suitable range of questions that would critically reframe their political enunciation and invite a critically effective level of response more in keeping with the actual reality of this world as lived. (10)


Hence the presentations of these two manifestoes along with this subliminal checklist are to be seen as some of the tools I wish to re-critique this phenomenon of neo-liberalism as experienced in the everyday reality of a life lived in a political-economy where this ideology of neo-liberalism has remodeled the nature of the marketplace, the workplace and the home-space. In the course of this critical re-appreciation, I would like to investigate, analyze and examine pre-suppositions and pre-conditions, conditions, as well as post-conditional implicatons and consequences in an attempt to articulate a comprehensive understanding of this ideological phenomenon and its relentless incremental imposition of such vocational adversity, political instability, and social mis-equity. (11)


These two manifestoes as briefly outlined in my second critique basically mirror each other but the first, Striking Out, operates primarily in the political-economy, whilst the second, Out Striking, primarily operates in the political economy (without a hyphen). They will be re-introduced in the following Introduction. Briefly, we have four headings and each heading has three subheadings. Let me list them (and note their parallel political headings in brackets):

1.
Circumscription (Imputation) 

i. Personal donations, etc.

ii. Organizational donations, etc.


iii.
Governmental funding, etc.

2
Inscription (Reputation)

i. Transparency

ii. Accountability

iii. Responsibility


.

3.
Proscription (Re-Computation)

i. Contra-inequity

ii. Contra-dis-equity

iii. Contra-non-equity

4.
Prescription (Disputation)

i. Exploration

ii. Consolidation


iii.
Innovation (12)


In the wake of such incipient and insidious misfortune our democratic life-worlds now face an existential threat where major parties are under siege from minor parties and a plethora of undisciplined populists. Disgruntlement, born in workplace adversity and increasing mis-equity, is quite understandable, but, it is to be hoped that such discontentment will be heard by more professional politicians and directly addressed. However, to affect this radical change, this massive turning around of the status quo, all good democrats need a better informed public able to make their voices heard in order to reverse this adverse neo-liberal tide and its ideological deformation of the political-economy. (13)


How does this ideology manifest itself? Through a loose set of attitudes centered around a pro-economic stance that promotes an over-emphasis upon an individualism that sees Darwinian-like economic competition as natural and where financial success is seen as a reward for such ‘virtuous’ behaviour. Moreover, this over-emphasis on the individual also de-privileges a sense of the other, say, in a downplaying of communities and organizations as well as their relational institution in the form of various institution, governmental or otherwise. Neo-liberals, most if not all, are heavily antagonistic to ideas of an expanded sense of government; a non-minimal, non-pared-back civil services, profligate bureaucracies and their endless proliferation of regulations, etc. Although there is an embedded existential truth that ‘bloated’ bureaucracies need to be trimmed such an ideology should not be exercised in an over-zealous manner and to an extent where the traditional good work and institutional memory of the civil services is severely compromised. (14) 

People are quite aware of many of these attitudes without realizing how they are but the surface manifestation of a deeper ideological philosophy that has held the modern world in its unremitting thrall; at least since the 1970’s. There are various reasons for the almost invisible dominance of this political-economic vision of how the world should be governed to which most of us are still fully paid up members without being sufficiently aware of our unwitting membership and compulsory enrollment in this major economic discourse. Indeed, e.g., many of the very people who clamour for smaller government are also asking and expecting from them a wider range of services. I am sure, though, that merely pointing out such contradictions is not going to be insightful given that our unwitting membership of a major discourse means we are usually fervent upholders of such a ‘faith’ yet blind to how such ideation distorts our perception of how the world is actually lived, indeed, how associated problems will be framed and resolved even if such inept and habitually invoked solutions are instrumental in prolonging workplace adversity and ongoing social mis-equity, and, inadvertently are undermining our democratic life-worlds and fertilizing the political ground for minor or micro parties and a plethora of ineffective and disruptive populists. (15)


In the two previous critiques I have argued at length that a major discourse is overtaken by a successful minor discourse and replaced as a new major discourse in a two-stage process of effective deconstruction (or reversal) and replacement. However, I have also argued that this process can be streamlined as a one-stage process if suitably overseen as a process of existential re-construction where the existential core of the old paradigm is transformed in the light of a more viable way of seeing the world and where the older paradigm becomes seen as ineffective, deceptive, increasingly impotent, if not morally bankrupt, etc. Social evolution is more a process of transformation that envelops older ways of seeing without ever completely discarding such earlier visions of the world. How else are we to explain the continuing presence of animistic ways of seeing the world, fairy stories, ideas of witchcraft and the like? At best, they are kept relatively silent and remain kept in their place, but, at worse, they re-erupt back on to the dramatic stage of cultural life where they need to be once more contested and put back in their box so to speak. Metaphorically to be locked in a sealed trunk rather than a coffin given that the raison d’être of such ideas never really dies and can only be enshrouded and enveloped in more successful forms of alignment with this world as lived. In a climate of some education, but not enough, these underground notions resurface like the living-dead to cause madness and mayhem until properly put back in their place… by being called out, and, by a better level of education that invokes critical thinking without merely being critical; proposing forms of constructiveness, i.e., existential re-construction, rather than returning all too often to such destructive, less-constructive ways of seeing.
 (16)


As just noted, many of these neo-liberal attitudes, often treated as self-evident truths, are known and recognized by the public, but, which are not properly thought through to see how their relentless reiteration only exacerbates such increasing adversity and mis-equity.
 I would like to list a number of these ‘notions’ and title them with a simple one-word heading (although, often, hyphenated with Latinate presuppositions for obvious reasons). These technical expressions will nominate these concepts that will be briefly denominated through the invocation of short, broadly-based descriptions, acting as provisional definitions, that I have associated with such relatively technical expressions without being meant, at the same time, to be taken much further than as conventionally utilized in a public forum, say, as might be found in a reasonably well-informed newspaper, e.g. It is not my intention to conduct an economic treatise in this regard nor to write a scientifically-based paper in political-economics. As intimated, my primary intent is to create suitable forms of public insight in order, hopefully, to existentially re-construct the political economy, albeit, through the more insightful, hard work of others, namely, the nine classes of professionals that ensure the well-ordered working of the political-economy. (17)


Let me now list and provisionally ‘define’, in no particular order, some of these nominations that collectively describe prominent characteristics of this phenomenon of the neo-liberal condition. I have sought to find a simple expression to nominate these concepts and beside these terms have supplied a provisional description in brackets to clarify what is intended: 

1.   Privatization (outsourcing to the private sphere)

2.   Deregulation (relative de-privileging of regulations be they effective or otherwise)

3.   Non-Interventionalism (by governments in the form of minimal policies, etc.)

4.   De-Taxation (excessive minimization or removal of taxation form companies, etc.)

5.   Pro-Austerity (usually contra-anti-cyclical spending by governments, companies)

6.   Mis-Equitization (privileging the top one percent of the one percent, etc.)

7.   Downsizing (episodic imposition of redundancies, etc.)

8.   De-Servicing (downsizing of civil service, promoting small government)

9.   Pseudo-Compliance (apparent compliance undercut in practice)

10. Hyper-Compensation (for executives)/Hypo-Compensation (for non-executives)

11. De-Unionization (emasculation of union influence)

12. Pro-Competition (ultimately leading to certain types of monopolies)

13. Pro-Markets (political abdication in belief political intervention is not necessary)

14. Short-Termism (shortsightedness by governments, companies, etc.)

15. Non-Consequentialism (enactions without due consequential analysis)

16. Super-Innovation (without due consequential analysis)

17. Denigration (of others, losers, institutions, regulations, government, rule of law, etc.)

18. Hyper-Individualism (excessive emphasis on individual endeavours)

19. Globalization (as a form of international privatization)

20. Hyper-Valuation (of costs/diminishment in services)

21. Corporatization (through regulatory capture, contractual colonization, etc.)

22. Hyper-Monetization (where we revalue everything through a monetary lens?)

23. Disempowerment (disenfranchisement though misguided notions of freedom)

24. Anti-Welfare (cuts to welfare, but, increases in prison incarceration) (18)


This list is open-ended, and, these nominations will possess clusters of sub-nominations within their sub-denominational descriptions. In the concept of corporatization, e.g., we see a plethora of pressures from the economic world to rewrite other worlds in its own image from the (ab)use of regulatory capture, economic modeling of non-economically oriented behaviour, the overuse of commercial language, misguided forms of cost-benefit analysis (often overlooking ecological values, compactual aspects, unpaid work, various inequitable inequalities in the marketplace, etc.), the contractual colonization of the compactual world, etc., etc. For obvious reasons, in keeping with the stated intentions of this extended-essay, my focus will be more broad spectrum in its ‘explorations’ (i.e., general investigations, particular analyses, and, specific examinations). (19)


By looking through the grid-like lenses of these two manifestoes articulated in my second critique I will focus on the conceptual and intentional basis for their twelve headings. The subliminal checklist, a silent manifesto, will fill in the gaps overlooked in the forming of these two manifestoes, and, in effect, collectively, will indirectly give some ‘flesh’ to the list that describe prominent dialectical-like features or facets of this neo-liberal phenomenon. I describe them as ‘dialectical-like facets’ of this neo-liberal condition through their acting as correlative facets of this ‘same phenomenon’; i.e., as features, hypothetically, that can be transformationally redescribed in such a way so as to re-present the representation of any other phenomenal facet on this same list as noted above. E.g., we could say that hyper-individualism; and its over promotion of the individual, effectively, is also a denigration of less competitive or non-competitive individuals, miscellaneous senses of the other, communities, institutions, governments, etc. Or, e.g., deregulation can be seen as another aspect of de-servicing, and v.v., etc.
 (20)


I have chosen on an ad hoc basis twenty-four heading as listed in paragraph 18, to form my Silent Manifesto or Subliminal Checklist. Under these twenty-four headings I will note a number of questions we need to ask both ourselves and as our representatives and their emissaries or proxies as to just what might be meant by such dubious neo-liberal terminology all too often dressed up in a positive light of glossy myth and opaque obscuration. With respect to these twenty-four headings, as noted in paragraph 18, a variety of questions will be asked. E.g., we need to ask: what exactly are we talking about? Who will benefit? Who won’t benefit? Or, more precisely asking who directly and/or indirectly designed the policy or policies in question, and, who will directly and/or indirectly benefit or not benefit from the enaction of the same? Or, again, more succinctly, asking by who, for whom, why, what, how, when, where, what alternatives are there, what qualifications need to be made, etc?  (21)


We can also profitably focus on their central metaphors, with their apparently displayed semblance of everyday truth, but, in the process, circumscribe the limits to such self-evident truths. Trickle-down economics, e.g., is still proposed as self-evident ‘truth’ that if you tax the rich less they will invest in the economy more of their capital. There is no hard evidence that supports this misguided notion indeed, much evidence that would argue against such an idea. In the US, currently, we have many large business organizations sitting on huge quantities of capital and one must wonder why they need further tax breaks to invest when they already possess such massive reserves and, presumably, not finding suitable forms of investment to reinvest such capital? (22)


By focusing on presupposition, pre-conditions, my apparent intentions, etc., I hope to proffer, at the same time, a closely honed critique of this phenomenon that gives rise to the apparently ever recurring specificity of the neo-liberal condition as found expressed in certain relatively mature political-economies be they Australian, American, European, etc.
 (23)


Behind this is the belief that our concepts are like picture-tools, redolent with metaphors and rhetorical tropes, etc., that image for us the nature of this world as lived, as we come to find it in its generality and particularity, and within its specificity, in our encountering, recognizing and engaging those subliminal memes that drive such practices along with their witting or unwitting appropriation, exploration and comprehension; be that enacted insightfully or otherwise; and, more often than not following the latter. (24)


All concepts are ‘tools’ that in some measure or other mirror the world. A ‘spade’, e.g., mirror the garden to the extent that a garden can be ‘dug’, soil can be turned over, etc. However, the expressions used in these manifestoes, or in this silent manifest yet to be constructed, are also expressions of aspiration and as such are embedded in their associated aspirational economies. Moreover, they also proffer a moving feast of aspirations, indeed, a rich feast moving in at least two directions (in a pre-defined progressive sense or in an anti-progressive sense). These terms have both a neutral descriptive component as well as a pair of injunctions that reveal both a positive prescriptive aspect and a negative proscriptive aspect. The first heading on both of my political-economic manifesto is ‘circumscription’;
 a circumscription of undue influence in the politics of policy formation; e.g., as in the use and abuse of donations, etc. Now ‘donations’ in and of themselves need not be adverse. If you wish to support a specific cause that you believe deserves support then you may well give a generous donation to that organization promoting that cause. To this extent we have a neutral description of a certain process, namely, the act of making a donation (usually in terms of money but it could be in terms of labour, service, time, promises, obligations, duties, objects of barter, etc.). But we also have an injunctive component divided between an implicit positive prescription of what should be done and an implicit negative proscription of what should not be done. I.e., respectively, that donations that are registered and below a certain quantum are to be perceived in a positive light, whilst, in contrast, donations that are excessive and unregistered and where a quid pro quo in covert political favours is also expected, etc., are to be banned, i.e., fervently proscribed. By such measures addressing the undue influence the commercial world has had over the political process of policy formation in terms of a relentless incremental shift often towards the excessive resetting of neo-liberally oriented policy formation along with its ensuing exacerbation of workplace adversity and increased social mis-equity; i.e., inequity, dis-equity and non-equity. (25)


In effect, these ‘picture-tools’ reflect the circulation of an aspirational economy, might as well be seen as ‘movie-tools’; i.e., as rhetorical-metaphors set up to also picture processes associated with the invocation of such terms or expressions. By such means indicating processes of neutral description as well as positive prescription and negative proscription. As symbolic of their associated aspirational economies we are presented, effectively, with dynamic expressions that reflect these dynamic economic currents of description, prescription and proscription. (26)


These headings and subheading, as outlined in these manifestoes, are also movie-tools, in line with an aspirational economy, that reflect reality, ideality and practicality of their sense of vision along with a vision of overall re-construction as a non-exclusive two-tier arrangement between a relatively more superficial process of rectification consisting of ‘reverse and replace’, and, a deeper one-stage process of ‘existential re-construction’. What is the rationale for treating rectification as operating on two levels of transformational restoration? Any institution, etc., that persists must have an existential core that allows it to persist through time. In existentially oriented re-construction it behooves us to focus on this existential core and expand its influence by promoting the same and removing that which would de-promote or obstructively occlude the same. By fostering the effective expansion of this existential core, we are exercising a process of re-restoration by restoring once again this viable territory at the center of all persisting intentional representations and their institutionalization, etc. Therefore, this non-antithetical relationship between a relatively superficial reverse and replace as a measure that promotes the expansion of this existential core through rerestoration, etc., and, existential re-construction realized through a more direct process of re-restoration. (27)


Taking these ‘movie-tools’ as ‘dynamic picture-tools’ we also need to note that we can treat them like ‘dynamic holograms with multiple screen(ing)s’. Returning to Circumscription (Imputation) and its symbolic-like treatment of ‘donations’ as a key ingredient in influence peddling we can treat such reiterative behaviour as distorting, and eventually as de-stabalizing, the overall democratic representative process. In such a light, we can note a number of dynamic fields through which the phenomenology of donations could well be re-viewed. Let me sketch out what will soon be taken up in this regard. In a neutral mode, we can view donations in a value-neutral field as ‘the act of giving of a donation’ which could be expanded to give the following value neutral phenomenological description, namely, ‘the active enaction of the intentional wish to give x in order to support A’. We could approve this reading of an act of donation, in a specific instance, in a commendational reading to which we could then give our more overt approval as an endorsement. So, we have to hand already a neutral (phenomenological) reading, a commendational reading, that is with or without our approbative endorsement/disapprobative non-endorsement. But, we can extend this in two interesting and dissecting directions in and through a complex economic perspective by marrying an economy of the phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and the (non-systematic) existential in its overlapping of an aspirational economy where, respectively, we individually pair a realistic reading with the phenomenal-phenomenological reading, an idealistically aspired to reading with the non-systematic existential reading, and, a pragmatic reading with the hermeneutical reading that lets us connect these two relatively ‘separate’ economic aspects. In effect, getting these dialectical moments to comment on each other and enrich each other through such parallelisms (and counter-process parallelism/anti-content parallelisms). Let me refer to this phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential economy as a ‘technical philosophical economy’ or ‘technical economy’ for short. Into the complexity of this mix of ‘screenings’ we could also note how a phenomenological reading can re-read the neutral-value reading and its commendational-endorsement through a more realist lens that notes how such commendation can be subverted in the real world of the political-economy where “all too often money speaks” through the non-democratic granting of political-economic favours through donations and other related mechanisms, etc., be they legal or otherwise. Such a reading we could refer to as a set of realistic and disapprobative readings. Obviously, an idealistic-approbative reading/s should be a reversal of a realistic-disapprobative reading/s and so with the aspirational economy in mind we can now simplify our subtle mix of screenings by noting the following more important set of readings, namely, our commencement with a neutral-value phenomenal-phenomenological reading, a realistic-disapprobative reading, an idealistic-approbative reading and pragmatic pro-approbative reading. From a pragmatic standpoint, we can propose both a positive prescriptive reading recommending what needs to be done, and, a proscriptive reading recommending what should not occur. In effect, we have covered the territory already indicated under the four main headings of these manifestoes, namely an implicit descriptive, prescriptive and proscriptive modeling of Circumscription (Imputation), an implicit prescriptive and proscriptive re-writing of the rules for Inscription, an implicit proscriptive treatment of Proscription (Re-Computation), and, and an implicit descriptive and prescriptive invocation behind the future aspirations of Prescription (Disputation). So, for convenience we can run with five simultaneous screenings of neutral-value, disapprobative realistic-description, approbative idealistic-description, and pragmatic-prescription and pragmatic-proscription. To complete this complex set of co-screenings we should also add a critical-consequential appreciation of how relatively successful and/or unsuccessful we have been in executing such a complex overall rectificational economy. A process of re-restoration that observes, hopefully, both a suitable and successful mix of reversal and replacement as well as a deeper process of existential re-construction. Hence, we can summarize the overall rectificational economy by noting the following readings as abbreviated: 

Neutral – Realistic – Idealist – Pragmatic Prescriptive + Proscriptive – Consequential

 










    (28)


Let me now refer to a sketch of these two manifestoes as introduced in my second critique (in Section 9 titled Resolution). (29)











Striking Out! – A New Four-Part Political-Economic Manifesto:

I.
Circumscription of donations/influence: In relation to:

1. Private – capped at some small amount – published if amount is greater than say $1000 but no greater than, say, $10,000/controls on the buying of influence.

2. Public or Organizational – only to a non-party, democratic fund or capped at, say, $10,000.

3. Governmental – set funding of parties. Non-virtual advertizing only during elections. Mandatory websites. Capped at $x per candidate. Such money for candidate and/or party. Bipartisan oversight of electoral disbursement of funds (to avoid pork-barreling, etc.).

II.
Inscription of all transactions from lobbying to debating legislation,
 etc:

1. Transparency – of all documentation, all transactions, etc.

2. Accountability – personal signatures on all forms of enaction.

3. Responsibility – demonstration of communal responsibility for enaction.

III.
Proscription – reversal of all adverse process-descriptions of mis-equity:

1. Contra-inequity – reversal of inequity through wealth transfers.

2. Contra-dis-equity – reversal of lost conditions and creation of better ones.

3. Contra-non-equity – reversal of non-equity through re-organization of 

employment/introduction of basic or universal income.

IV.
Prescription for the existential re-self-organization of the political-economy:

1. Exploration – Existential forms of intervention that productively balance the

 political-economy, etc., (based on a discovery of correlations).

2. Consolidation – Institution of a refinement of our genre conventions, etc., 

(based on relevant forms of accommodation).

3. Innovation – The existential realization of an enrichment of our relationships 

(based on transformations that positively re-enrich the nature of our interactions).

E.g., possible, independent government support for the Media in this age of the Internet; a reconstitution of the concepts of work, human dignity, positive valuational formation; etc. (such innovations seeking existentially oriented forms of transformation through a striking out in new directions when and where called for!). [522] {619} (30) 

Out Striking! – A New Four-Part Political (Economic) Manifesto:

I.
Imputation of donations/influence: In relation to:

1. Private – capped at some small amount – published if amount is greater than say $1000 but no greater than, say, $10,000/controls on the buying of influence.

2. Public or Organizational – only to a non-party, democratic fund or capped at, say, $10,000.

3. Governmental – set funding of parties. Non-virtual advertizing only during elections. Mandatory websites. Capped at $x per candidate. Such money for candidate and/or party. Bipartisan oversight of electoral disbursement of funds (to avoid pork-barreling, etc.).

II.
Reputation of all transactions from lobbying to debating legislation,
 etc:

1. Transparency – of all documentation, all transactions, etc.

2. Accountability – personal signatures on all forms of enaction.

3. Responsibility – demonstration of communal responsibility for enaction.

III.
Re-Computation – reversal of all adverse process-descriptions of mis-equity:

1. Contra-inequity – reversal of inequity through wealth transfers.

2. Contra-dis-equity – reversal of lost conditions and creation of better ones.

3. Contra-non-equity – reversal of non-equity through re-organization of 

employment/introduction of basic or universal income.

IV.
Disputation for the existential re-self-organization of the political economy:

4. Exploration – Existential forms of intervention that productively balance the

 political-economy, etc., (based on a discovery of correlations).

5. Consolidation – Institution of a refinement of our genre conventions, etc., 

(based on relevant forms of accommodation).

6. Innovation – The existential realization of an enrichment of our relationships 

(based on transformations that positively re-enrich the nature of our interactions).

E.g., possible, independent government support for the Media in this age of the Internet; a reconstitution of the concepts of work, human dignity, positive valuational formation; etc. (such innovations seeking existentially oriented forms of transformation through a striking out in new directions when and where called for!). {620} (31)


This Overview has now pre-introduced this topic. Let me now introduce and outline the structure of this extended essay, a third critique of neo-liberalism with a more critical take on this phenomenon and its propensity for inducing workplace adversity and ongoing mis-equity throughout most mature political-economies and their associated democratic life-worlds if not, also, as well, other political-economies that are not so democratically organized and exercised…  (32)


In an Introduction, I will be looking at a number of concepts that will help me to focus on the intended presuppositional basis of our manifestoes by which we will be better able to observe how the political-economy has been distorted by the dominance of a current neo-liberalism. (33)


Then, with these various concepts, as philosophical tools, I will construct this third manifesto as a subliminal checklist helping us to critically re-interpret the predominantly negative impact neo-liberal policies have had on this overall economy; i.e., in terms of a shorter-term adversity in the workplace and a longer-time mis-equity in both the marketplace and the home space. (34)

In my third section, I explore the nature of the ‘insightful economy.’ (35)

Then, in my fourth section I further ask “why two manifestoes and one checklist?” I note the use of these heuristic devices in order to discern the imperatives utilized in their construction (and the formation of a critical space between the same and its metaphorical use as a lens for focusing on this topic, namely, this ideological positioning exercised by a dominant neo-liberalism whether we are aware of that fact or not). (36)

The fifth section explores this critical space between these two manifestoes and this third manifesto in the form of a checklist. By such means assisting the reader to re-interpret this political-economic terrain, overlooked like most major discourses, that has been relentlessly redefined in and through the major ideology of this dominant neo-liberalism. (37)

The sixth chapter, in this extended essay, then looks at the deeper presuppositions underlying these Three Manifestoes; exploring this third Silent Manifesto, this Subliminal Checklist, in closer detail. (38)

In the seventh section, I will argue that we do not need to know about neo-liberalism per se in order to critique a number of dubious ideological claims made by this type of ideology. In effect, though, through such criticism we obtain a critique of neo-liberalism by default. (39)

Then a Provisional Conclusion, Comments and Miscellaneous Observations will be noted to form a tentative summary of findings. The final two sections intimating ‘Where to now?’ and, philosophically, ‘what is to be put on our next manifest(o)?’ (40)

          

          Noël Tointon, Leura, 1.8.17 / Sydney, 7.8.17.

1:    Introduction

This Introduction has one overall purpose, namely, to explore the basis for how insight could and can be created in order to ‘observe’ ‘how processes of both neo-liberal adversity and mis-equity are both passively seen to be incrementally enacted and how they should incrementally be actively reversed within the political-economy and how that economy might be best existentially re-constructed?’. To achieve this process of insight formation I will first look at the philosophical form of this subliminal checklist as proposed by myself. In order to better understand its presuppositional and/or pre-conditional natures I will need to examine various forms of philosophical exploration dealing with the critical basis for evidential based policy setting, realistic assessment, idealistic thematization
 of coherent objectives, etc. Such research will then let me explore this concept of static ‘picture-tools’, or, rather, their transformation and re-presentation through dynamic ‘movie-tools’ and on to multi-aspectival dynamic ‘picture-holograms’ in order to better understand genre complicity in the thematization of problematicity itself. In effect, through this metaphorical lens I hope to cast a critical and insightful eye on my intentions behind the articulation of my two manifestoes with the assistance of my Subliminal Checklist acting as a Silent Manifesto designed to complement those first two manifestoes Striking Out, and Out Striking. With such research, therefore, moving to a critical appreciation of all three manifestoes and thence to a more insightful understanding of how neo-liberal distortions of the political-economy are both instituted in reality and might best be ideally rectified. (41)


The primary objective of this extended-essay is the creation of critical insight both for myself and the reader. This insight is the re-formation of an understanding that helps us to both re-interpret and re-direct the political-economy in a more advantageous, less adverse manner for all people therein subsumed within its political, economic and stylistic machinations. What is not sought is a mere reinterpretation that does not rectify the shorter-term adversity and longer-term mis-equity imposed through the relentless imposition of neo-liberally oriented policy settings that have subsequently distorted this economy. Such distortion needs to be observed in both a passive sense and in an active sense; the latter as a call to action! (42)


How is insight arrived at? Or, rather, hopefully, how do we become more insightful? Given interpretation is realized through reinterpretation, and, insight could be defined as re-interpretation, i.e., finding ourselves re-directed in a richer direction through an enrichment of that understanding arrived at through our now better re-understanding of our prior positioning. (43)

E.g., a non-suspicious wife notes her husband was home two hours later than usual this evening, had bought her flowers, and, she could smell a very feminine style of perfume on his person. But, she also knew that it was her birthday tomorrow and guessed the scent was bought for her. She reasoned that just flowers and scent would not take too long to buy and that he must have bought her something else as well. The next day she finds her ‘suspicions’ fully confirmed. This anecdote gives us some insight into the nature of ‘insight’. Facts as ‘facts’, in evidence, are usually not mis-interpreted, but, their interpretation, their import can be. Their meaning or meaningfulness
 is arrived at through some form of a narrative that more richly does justice to the overall import of those facts. In other words, we find a potential competition between narratives and/or competition between elements in the same narrative. In this context, we can treat insight is ‘insightful’ if we have enriched our prior interpretation, that enrichment is found valid, and, our reinterpretation takes us in a new direction; i.e., adds an essentially new aspect or facet to our overall understanding that re-defines our new understanding as being that arrived at through this process of re-interpretation. In this anecdote, illustrating ‘insightful-insight’ we find the wife noting some new facts, incorporating them in a certain narrative that explains their co-occurrence, and, finding a validation of that enriched understanding when her husband the next day presents her with her birthday gifts (and not just a bottle of perfume). (44)


From an assortment of co-associated facts any number of interpretative narratives could be formed, but, we usually start with the apparent narrative to hand for us and then validate it or emend it over a reasonable course of time. By emendation we mean either emending elements in the narrative currently to hand and/or radically changing the narrative to better support an accommodation of the facts as understood, or, finding ourselves at a loss in being able to find an effective narrative to integrate such facts. Given that those facts are narrated we might then question the validity of those factual narrations if we find we are confronting some form of narrational disconformity or more radical narrational anomaly. More often, I suspect, cognitive discomfort is avoided and disconformities or anomalies are rarely confronted in an existentially open manner. (45)


Let me now face such basic issues in a first demonstration, in general terms, how this checklist is going to operate in terms of a series of appreciative processes. In neo-liberal forms of discourse, or, discourses that invoke neo-liberal language and positions all too often we given an evaluation that what is proposed just automatically stands to reason and so should be immediately executed given this glowing positive self-evaluation. A certain person or series of persons representing or not representing an institution or a set of institutions in favour, say, of privatizing a certain government service would be expected to make an assessment as to the positive value of that proposal. We would not expect otherwise. On the other hand, the reality of such statements deserves to be suitably tested and not just accepted at face value. (46)


This checklist will look at twenty headings in an attempt to insightfully re-construct our general understanding of neo-liberal ideological positioning. Briefly let me sketch this type of response in order to introduce the subsidiary forms of pre-conditional and/or presuppositional forms of research needed to assist us in this form of exploration.
 (47)


In running this subliminal grid, we first invoke a titling and then note the relevant subjectivity, i.e., by asking under a suitable heading “by who is enacting what for whom?” Moreover, after every question that question itself should also be questioned in a skeptical fashion since, e.g., even official statements, as representations, like all forms of representation, will misrepresent that being represented, and, official representations can be more inclined to present an official reading rather than a realistic reading more in alignment with the reality on the ground so to speak without our also needing to argue that forms of overt deception have occurred even if our belief in this regard is that deception was intended in an overtly deceptive manner. Accepting that misrepresentation is de rigueur in all processes of representation then, more correctly, we should be enquiring to what degree representation is being authentically represented to that extent this is possible? Quite simply in response to a statement of representation we should ask “really?”. In the context of this archetypal example of ‘privatization’ we would first hope that ‘who’ does not equal, in art or in whole, ‘whom’’. If that were to be the case then we might be witnessing the proposal of a process of privatization along lines of the recent Russian example that oversaw the enrichment of oligarchs where more powerful members of the nomenklatura inventoried public property and appropriated the same among themselves more or less. In a process of privatization, we would hope that it is suitably conducted, i.e., properly, appropriately and appositely enacted. Again, as stressed, we then ask “really?” in the hope of ascertaining the deeper form of that set of statements. (48)


As phenomenologists, conducting suspensions, we are existentially neutral in order to explore the intentional form of that apparently constituted as the topic for such treatment. In a similar manner our critical scrutiny of neo-liberal oriented policy formation, or any form of policy formation for that matter, should also be neutral; i.e., should not be pre-judged as either publicly advantageous or non-advantageous even if our suspicions were to be initially skewed either one way or the other. Let our explorations speak for themselves. Privatization, in and of itself, need not be publicly disadvantageous, or advantageous, over the short-term or the long-term, although, such a process must be enacted in such a manner where enrichment is neither excessively instituted either over the short term or the long term given that there are commercial imperatives for businesses to promote both conservation and meta-conservation. I.e., an intrinsic demand for both a profit and a process where such profitability becomes incrementally, if not exponentially. more profitable over time. Such considerations are especially relevant in the context of a monopoly where ‘competition’ is effectively non-existent and can offer no real check, from that quarter, on this natural tendency for such accelerated profitability.
 So, e.g., under the title of ‘privatization’ we would note who was privatizing what for whom. Under a skeptical suspension, by asking “really?” we attempt to head to a more realistic reading of what is actually being promoted. Hence our introduction to the aspiration economy where we attempt to realistically assess what is being privatized, etc. (49)


In an aspirational economy, it is crucial that we know where we are, where we stand, what the nature of that place is where we are making our stand in so far as we must make a stand from an understanding of where we actually are in this world, this world as lived. If we were making a journey that journey starts where our feet happen to be. If I were planning a journey from Melbourne to Sydney and, I am now in Sydney, then there would be no point in planning this specific journey because I am not in Melbourne and am in Sydney already. Or, if I were in Canberra, again, there would be no point in planning a journey, say, from Melbourne to Sydney, if my intention was merely to travel to Sydney. The metaphorical point of this metaphor is that I need to know where I am in order to plan, successfully, an intentional ‘journey’ from exactly where I am to get to that destination to where I intend to arrive. The same travel metaphor has a similar point to make about both our destination and how we get to that destination. Indeed, we need to know where we wish to arrive and what the purpose of our journey is along with, moreover, some understanding of how we are going to get to this desire destination. Even if we saw ourselves as nomadic, without a fixed destination in mind, still, to make any form of travel we must make some form of an intentional decision to head in a certain direction for a certain period of time. Every footstep taken is a demonstration of this point. The intentional economy only operates when definitive decisions are made with a enough definiteness that allow us to move in a certain direction. Similarly, the aspirational economy is similarly structured being exercised through the workings of an intentional economy central to its organization. In the light of this model, a first moral to be drawn is that in knowing where we are we need an evidential approach in order to successfully constitute such proceedings. Without such an accurate mapping of our place in this world as lived we may as well admit to being lost. However, our intentional awareness is ever grounded to some extent in our mapping of this world and that the metaphorical accuracy of our mapping needs to be evidentially concordant with our thematized objectives in a manner that is relevant to our overseeing that we do arrive at such a destination. Even if we were to take a bus journey within a smoggy city and got lost we would know that we were still in that same city. In this we have the same parallel with the telling of a lie. A lie is a defect, only a small blip or a short series of small blips, in the overall context of our truth-telling for the truth must be first told before we can, therein, then tell a lie. Knowing this fact that even deception is based on non-deceptive practice acts as an epistemological form of insurance. Moreover, to uncover the lie and rectify its deceptiveness all we need to do is retrace those steps in order to identify and rectify those small incremental inputs that created that deception. Furthermore, we have this ontological assurance that in and through alignment with reality we will eventually be better rewarded through the sheer fact of such alignment. An acceptance of an evidence based position in policy formation, e.g., recognizes such epistemological insurance and ontological assurance as well as our intentional competence to successfully attain and obtain our intentional objectives. As to the nature of our observing an evidential positioning such will be explored in detail later in this extended essay. (50)


Continuing our travelling metaphor, in regard to the dialectical moments of the aspirational economy, we next note the need for an idealistic vision of what is to be desired that is already realistically based and is to be practically executed (through the carefully attentive overall enaction of this economy). Such objectives need to be realistically based; coherently thematized in a manner that is not impossible and probable; and, be attained and obtained through a practically organized process of enacted sequentially realization. To arrive at a definitively thematized understanding of such objectives we need to successfully arbitrate those apparent imperatives found within and between our personal ambitions and our social aspirations. This process of arbitration will be more closely explored later in this extended-essay. (51)


The third moment of our aspiration economy is to practically entertain a pragmatic approach to the sequential realization of our objectives. In the invocation of relevant genres of behaviour, we are given recipes for the sequential realization of those objectives thematized in the course of our aspirational economy, i.e., as arrived at through arbitration. Moreover, this practical dimension is divided between positively prescriptive sequential procedures and negatively proscriptive sequential procedures. Such considerations being genre based, and, therefore, practical, pragmatic and hermeneutic in orientation. In due course, these considerations will more closely explored later in this extended-essay. (52)


The serious enaction of an aspirational economy demands a suitable form of consequential analysis. Existentially observant forms of interaction create and preserve forms of relational richness, and, oversee forms of conservational and meta-conservational enrichment. Hence the necessity for the persistence of both our relationships and their constituents; be they primarily subjective and/or secondarily objective in aspect.
 Again, I will explore later in this extended-essay us what might be involved in a consequential analysis. (53)


Lastly, these various progressive forms of exploration need to be collectively understood in an overall form of appreciation. Hence this need for our exercising a critical existential economy (as meant in its systematic sense
). This critical need for an overall sense of appreciation will be explored later in this extended-essay. (54) 


As noted, each one of these stages will need to be explored in greater depth. This dialectical progression, correctly, operates with the co-occurrence of these stages as sequentially introduced above. The linear sequence as presented being summarized as entitlement – realism – idealism – pragmatics – consequentialism – appreciation. Our sequential explorations of these facets, as outlined in this subliminal checklist, invoking a need for their closer scrutiny through a detailing of enactive agency; evidence-based policy formation; arbitration of imperatives; prescriptive and proscriptive hermeneutics; consequential analysis; and, critical forms of existential appreciation. (55)


Central to these various forms of treatment is the enactment of a process of insight formation. Let me provisionally define ‘insight’ as ‘the general conformity between the essential characteristics expected to be found in the particularity of genres as determined in the specificity of their situatedness as epistemologically insured, ontologically assured 
and rendered as apparently valid though intentional competency’. I will shortly unpack what is meant by this provisional definition. (56)


A viable form of treatment operates through valid insight formation. Central to insight formation is a realization of the requisite types of alignment sought. E.g., in entitlement we need to correctly nominate the nature of policy formation in question. So, e.g., in a process of ‘privatization’ we expect ‘a public institution is to be transformed into a private institution’ (just as, conversely, in ‘nationalization’ we would expect ‘a private institution to be transformed into a public, non-private institution’). In other words, we would expect some degree of conformity with the generally acceptable definition of that type of nomination. Indeed, at the root of all forms of insight is the valid thematization of the requisite forms of expected alignment to be realized within those parameters. Within the defined range expected to be held within such expressions we see instances of alignment that both define and validate that form of insight. In this regard, alignment can be said to be held between broadly constituted sets of descriptions or more focused in terms of less complex correlations, accommodations and transformations. ‘Correlations’ being treated as ‘encountered phenomenal-phenomenological configurations’; ‘accommodations; as ‘recognized hermeneutical genres; and, ‘transformations’ as ‘engaged non-systematic existential forms of valuation (be that in terms of phenomenological identity, hermeneutical functionality, and/or, non-systematic existential values)’. As implied, alignments are central to such insightful discerned configurations be that within or between such relatively fundamental, yet correlative, categories of correlations, accommodations and transformations.
 (57)


‘Insight’ might well be viewed as a confluence of and alignment between pro-active, active and reactive attitudes; i.e., an intentional understanding of an expected alignment between future, present and past instances of the same type of phenomena in a certain type of situation. Imagine walking from point A and heading towards point B and then heading towards point C where the directions from A towards B and from B towards C are enacted in different directions. But, as it transpires, we can also walk from A in a straight direction towards point C.
 If the topography of the land were flat then we must assume that it is a shorter route, and quicker to walk, if we went straight from A to C. I am arguing, through the use of this analogy, that there is a parallel here to the nature of insight, namely, that it is quicker to walk straight to C from A once we realize this fact. In other words, we will find that this insight crosses future, present and past orientations. In the past, we walked to C from A via B. Then, I realized that we could go directly to C from A. That, now I am going to do that. That, at a future point in time, as well, we can go to C directly from A and that this route is quicker than going via B. That, effectively, insight is traceable and retraceable, indeed, can be also be insightfully re-traceable. ‘Traceable’ in the sense that we can mentally map out the decisions we make within a framework that makes overall sense of those individual decisions. ‘Retraceable’ in the sense that we can actually, more or less, retrace our actual steps which, in this situation, is travelling from A to C; be that through B or more directly through going straight to C. ‘Re-traceable’ in the sense, insightfully, that we realize it is quicker to walk directly to C from A than it is to travel via B. (58)

This concept of traceability is embedded in my first provisional definition of insight where we note an overall alignment between the general, particular and specific, as well as between insurance, assurance and intentional competence. Let me explain. (59)


In a broader sense, there needs to be an alignment between the general, particular and specific levels in intentional representation. In a narrower sense, there needs to be an alignment between epistemological insurance, ontological assurance and intentional competence. Moreover, there also needs to be an alignment between both these broader and narrow areas of focus. (60)


We expect a general level of conformity between the relevant invocation of a particular set of genres and the specificity of the situatedness under such insightful scrutiny. In other words, intentional competence is guaranteed to that extent there is this alignment between the general, particular (kinds of expectations alluded to through the invocation of apparently relevant genres) and the (discovered) specific(ity of that in focus). (61)


In epistemological insurance, we find the traceability of our intentional representations to be guaranteed to that extent that the pre-conditional structures of our propositional reports of our representations, as presupposition, are already rooted in reality to that extent we are capable of realizing such an interactive alignment between our encounters, recognitions and engagements. In which regard, we can mentally work back through our decisions and judgments, all forms of valuational treatment, to find that bedrock that better serves us in ‘moving forward’ once again. Then, when we are moving forwards then the existential fact of our ontological assurance will reward those better efforts in that regard that are found to be more aligned, more in tune with our overall vision between our intentions and the apparent reality of those representations as represented by-us, for-us.
 (62)


Then, in ‘moving forwards’, attempting to better represent the situatedness of that in question, we will find ourselves better rewarded to that extent we find ourselves moving into a greater alignment with the apparent reality of our reality as lived. E.g., walking directly to C from A and not going through B means we have a shorter distance to walk and it should be quicker for us to do so. Realizing this is insightful. We are rewarded, e.g., by getting there more quickly, etc. (63)


All representations have a certain value. We could call this the ‘charitable interpretation of representation’.
 What is more important is finding relatively more profitable forms of representation rather than forms that more supply a smaller quantum of value beyond that invested (as an existential surplus in valuational formation). Seeing the moon as a ‘blue cheese’ has a certain poetic value but not very useful if you want to send a manned or unmanned probe towards the same. (64)


From an appreciative union of insurance and assurance we find intentional competence being re-confirmed even though, effectively, it is already pre-established through an alignment between our representations of the general, particular and the specific. However, such considerations, suitably enacted, can enrich such understandings and tender a reinforced sense of validation, etc. What works for us works for-us, and, what works better for us works better for-us. Indeed, social consensus is an important facet in insightful interaction and this element is already in place in our invocation of intersubjective genres of behaviour and interpretation. An appreciation of the interactive productivity of both insurance and assurance assisting us in our general intentional competence. I.e., in finding a general conformity between the matching of our particular expectations and finding their specific confirmation through interaction via encountering, recognition and engagement, and, therein and thereafter, being so found aligned or not so aligned. Or, in other words, finding our various forms of economic interactiveness a lot more profitable than ‘if they were merely thought into reality’ rather than being ‘found as represented as-there for-us’; as that there already for-us in line with our subjective and/or intersubjective expectations with or without further ongoing modifications as we refine those discerned forms of alignment under such critical reconsideration. (65)


Alignment also needs to take place between a number of other modalities as presented in relevant intentional fields in an integration of general, particular and specific terms of reference. E.g., between beliefs and perceptions; between facts and their interpretations; between statements and the apparent reality of those statements, etc; etc. (66)


I have argued elsewhere
 that we can show forms of hermeneutic insight may be present but, equally, being either not accepted or assented to. A psychiatric patient who told me he was ‘Louis the Fourteenth’ was then asked by myself if he spoke French to which I was told “it was none of my bloody business!” Obviously if he didn’t speak French, and Louis the Fourteenth spoke French, then, he could not be Louis the Fourteenth (even though, of course, there is the small detail that this same person is dead). Not being able to confront this fact, as impossible as it was, this person reacted in a heated manner indicative of my ‘hitting a hotspot’ (so-called by myself) when we experience a degree of resistance that exponentially increases the closer we approach towards the center of that expressed delusion.
 It seems that a metaphorical ‘like’ is literalized, but, at the same time, the novelty and incongruity of such metaphorical identification is not lost even if vehemently argued against. So, this patient, with this delusion of grandeur, who said he was Louis the Fourteenth, was expressing his point of view that ‘he felt like Louis the Fourteenth’ and so became self-identified with this grand person. On the other hand, part of him knew he was a person making a very bizarre statement and hence his annoyance at having his grandiose vision of himself being ‘pricked’. Such annoyance also indicating a certain degree of both ontological and epistemological commitment to that very idea that ‘he, indeed, was Louis the Fourteenth’. Obviously, in such an instance we can observe a relative, non-absolute degree of non-conformity, i.e., non-alignment, between the metaphorical and the non-metaphorical in this instance. Yes, ‘he may have felt like Louis the Fourteenth’, but, no, ‘he was not Louis the Fourteenth’ and this heated response of his was best observed by backing off (as this same person had recently murdered his mother who I suspect, in hindsight, was probably trying to correct his various delusions once too often?
)! (67)


Central to insight formation is an appreciation of alignment realized through re-alignment (rather than mere realignment). Then, central to an understanding of my silent manifesto, i.e., as a subliminal checklist, is this progression from entitlement, etc., each stage being appreciated in an insightful manner through the making of new connections via a noting of such alignments both within and between each stage. Such insight then accumulatively creates a relatively new frame of reference with a different take on the same facts or new facts now reviewed within its newer terms of reference. Insurance guaranteeing that the basis of this newer way of seeing things remains basically unaltered except for these important relatively superficial modifictitons whilst assurance reassures us through a progressive sense of enrichment through the adoption and adaptation of those now more fruitful terms of reference. In effect, a deeper appreciation of alignment through re-alignment is realized through this element of chaotic re-direction. At the same time insurance guarantees the relative stability of a relative pre-conditional/presuppositional basis whilst assurance reinforces its apparent merit through this additional degree of richness supplied through relative enrichment. Then, from the conjunction of the same, insurance and assurance, we find an improved sense or semblance of intentional competence. At the same time, we find a greater degree of alignment through this conformity being found between hermeneutic genres and their phenomenological specification. This conformity taking on a valuational formation indicative of a non-systematic sense of the existential. A dynamic balance between all three aspects inducing an ongoing overall transcendental suspension… along with its production of insight, enrichment in valuational formation, judgment, existential re-e/valuation, existential appreciation of the relationship/s in question, etc. (68)


Let me now look more closely at these stages in this heuristic device of a subliminal checklist (whose purpose is to create insight into the need for a reversal and deconstruction of adverse neo-liberal policy settings and an existential re-construction of the political economy that will also address ongoing issues of is-equity, etc.). (69)


The skeptical treatment of each stage in the exercise of this checklist assisting in the induction of an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension (and, hopefully provoking deeper degrees of insight through the re-direction of psychic re-alignment). (70)


The stage of entitlement involves the nomination and denomination of that aspect of neo-liberal policy formation that needs to be addressed, or, rather, re-addressed. I have suggested a provisional list of twenty headings for this exercise. With nomination, we then correctly align its associated denomination, i.e., its formal(ized) description. In this formalization of our descriptions and their specification, when and where appropriate, we need to know ‘who is enacting what with whom’… along with an awareness of the all too often associated pitfall that type of enaction can have. E.g., in privatization we must be aware of what party or parties are going to benefit at the possible expense of the public at large, what checks and balances are in play if that enterprise is effectively a monopoly without effective competition, e.g., etc. (71)

The next stage involves our taking a more phenomenal-phenomenological orientation in order to observe a more realistic appreciation; i.e., firmly placing our explorations in an evidential frame of reference. With a view to the effective arbitration of our ambitions and aspirations we assemble facts already to hand, construct an evidential frame of reference in order to observe the ‘whatness’ of our current situatedness in question. In our psychic mapping of the world we need to know what exactly is to hand in order to move towards the ideality of those goals thematized for us through our existential explorations of that possible and probable potential we find for ourselves in that regard. Not only must our facts find a reasonable degree of insurance but the associated interpretations of the same must also find a reasonable degree of enrichment through assurance. E.g., it is a reasonably well-attested fact that Julius Caesar crossed the Rubicon in 49 BCE (possibly on the 10 January). We have a plethora of narratives that cross-reference this fact and give us its high degree of insurance. Moreover, the consequences set in its train are still with us today and hence its high degree of narrational assurance; as a fact with a high degree of resonance in the cross-reference of a number of narratives centered on this fact of Caesar crossing the Rubicon and initiating a civil war that changed the political complexion of the Roman Empire thereafter. (72)

Just what types of valuational input does an evidential perspective proffer? E.g., in terms of privatization we could examine previous privatizations in the same country or elsewhere in order to describe their apparent merit or lack of merit and form such a description formulate a series of prescriptions for what should occur to better regularize this process along the reinforcement of a series of proscriptions for what should not occur should this process of privatization were to continue. Is this transition or transformation of our evidenced-based descriptions into a parallel set of positive prescriptions and negative proscriptions philosophically acceptable (given the reasonable concerns and injunctions of the naturalistic fallacy?)? Imagine if you would, and could, the following experiment. We place a crawling baby in front of the pen fireplace to observe what happens if that infant gets too close to the naked flames dancing in front of it for the first time? But, I hear you say that this is an unethical experiment and should not be allowed to be conducted. So, I rest my case! From the visualization of that child getting too near the flames we know they will be burnt and so we draw the conclusion that both that this event should not be allowed to occur as well placing an ethical prohibition of this unethical type of experiment. I.e., ‘in getting too near a flame that person will mean being burnt’, which as a description, implies ‘that it is not a good idea to go too near a naked flame’, and, so, we can form the prohibition in the form of a proscription ‘don’t go too close to a naked flame!’ Generally, we should choose an evidence-based approach that better addresses the nature of our explorations. In this regard, we could choose from an historical approach that looks at this type of change, or, an ongoing program where changes are to be monitored in real time or at certain intervals (with certain rules of engagement to be actively complied with although it is safe to say that neo-liberals would rather avoid, neuter, dismantle or overlook these types of regulation on either or both ideological grounds or as a measure to cut costs, etc.). In this regard, an evidence-based approach should also be ‘suitably’ constructed to achieve the purposes of that enquiry. I.e., being ‘suitable’ as being ‘proper, appropriate and apposite in its constructive exercise and critical evaluation’. (73)


There is evidence and there is evidence. Evidence for evidence sake is not immediately required (although that should not deny the desire to perform so-called pure research). On the other hand, an ideological position should not be allowed to write the empirical configuration of that type of situatedness to be evaluated. E.g., declaring global warming to be a fiction is as unproductive as merely proclaiming global warming to be a fact if it were the case that evidence was not so supportive of this latter position. Let it be held in the highest regard that in our relationship to this world as lived we must be in alignment with it to some degree or other, and, the more aligned we are and become the better we will be in living with-others in this same world as lived… both for-ourselves and for-others. Indeed, in alignment we find and can enjoy the enrichment that comes with such conformity to the way things are in this world at large. In this regard, hopefully, taking advantage of that enrichment that is positive and minimizing, to that extent possible, when and where adversity and disadvantage should arise. Moreover, such strong alignment will serve us better since the existential richness of this world as lived could never be dreamed up in the best of our dreams and needs to be uncovered through our direct interaction (in an alignment between intentional encountering, recognition and engagement). In the light of such an acceptance of an evidence-based position, for a whole raft of obvious reasons hardly touched upon, just what sort of evidence should we be seeking in our critical research (into neo-liberal oriented policy setting/resetting, and, its reversal and deconstruction in the existential context of re-construction)? To this end we need to make a distinction between relatively essential research and relatively non-essential research and promote the former over the latter. ‘Essential research’ is that research that can or could make a difference in our approaching that topic being explored. If we were investigating the boiling point of a variety of liquids, temperature and its measurement is of prime concern whereas the colour of our liquids is not likely to make a difference in the course of our research. Our essential research would be measuring temperatures and not evaluating the colour of our liquids. On the other hand, if we were examining the water quality the colour of that water being examined might well be an important criterion for such research (given that we know pure water is practically colourless, and, that water that is not colourless is more than likely, indeed, must be adulterated 
with some other liquid and/or contaminated by solid material be that soluble or insoluble in orientation). Essential research concentrates on those factual determinations that could alter the nature of our research in a variety of relevant direction. Moreover, such factual determinations should also fit and resonate within a relevant narrative in such a manner so as to deliver the value of that research, in part and/or in whole, be that in the form of relatively non-important observations, relatively important observation, the discernment of anomalies, the production and reproduction of ensuing insights, etc., etc., from which descriptions, prescriptions and proscriptions can then be noted and/or educed, assembled, marshalled and possibly emended and/or allowed to rewrite the theoretical parameters of that associated narrative. That narrative then acting as a discourse empowered to write, rewrite and/or re-write that same narrative in the critical light of such evidence. (74)


Now we move to the ideality of a non-systematic existential stage in our critical explorations. Again, ‘non-systematic’ in the sense that we are exploring the third moment of the ongoing overall transcendental suspension (or the third moment of the overall hermeneutic circle) and not the overall economy and its ensuing overall valuational formation attendant upon the sense of the existential in its systematic aspect. In an aspirational economy, I proceed from ‘what’ to ‘why’ to ‘how’ and given the co-presence of our dialectical moments the linear order adopted in any economic exploration is more related to the objectives that constitute the intentions behind the dissemination of that specific process of exposition. In this instance, it is more practical to know where we are, where we want to go in terms of our ambitions and aspirations, and, how some of those goals as intentional objectives will best be met should we seriously desire their realization. As noted elsewhere, we need to arbitrate within and between our personal ambitions and our social aspirations. ‘Arbitration’ being ‘navigation’ around objects, states, subjects, institutions, objectives, etc. (i.e., their relative non-contact or avoidance or overlooking) and ‘negotiation’ with involves a harmonized mode of interaction (i.e., in terms of the genres being invoked for that process of interaction and its relative harmonization). Interestingly, we need to start where we are with-others in this world as lived since we can do nothing much more than that beyond breathing, for a while, purely by ourselves. This realistic assessment needs to be evidence-based since it is this basis that need to be re-organized in a reassessment of our intentional objectives and in such metaphorical ‘traveling’ we need to know where we are travelling from in order to get to the desired destination should our arriving at such a destination be expedited through the cooperation of others should we also be motivated to observe this overall process of travel. In observing what is already to hand we only need to attend to the economic forces already at play in the very currency of our lives since, correctly, to change course can only be enacted through a relatively superficial re-writing, increment by increment, of what is already taking place. Of course, in a process of chaotic re-direction it is only the last incremental advancement or retreat that decides the invocation of that moment of bifurcation that then heads us in a relatively new direction with consequences that can be considerably different from those that would have attended before that last incremental pre-condition was so influentially enacted. The ramifications of this observance are that in many respects we are already making, actively or passively through default, the forms of economic resolution necessary to have us even arrived at this very point on our trajectory in life. Therefore, this arbitration between personal ambitions and social aspirations is already in play. Indeed, we can parallel our psychic economies such as e.g., of the intentional, representational, enactive, aspirational, etc.) with the non-psychic economies as treated in its usual non-philosophical sense such as, e.g., education, work, paying our taxes, having subscriptions, gift giving, obligations, payment for services rendered, barter and other forms of trade, etc., etc. It is with the economic overall, both psychic and non-psychic in orientation, that we must work with and through subtle forms of re-writing hope to realize satisfactory and successful processes of re-direction. As if small perturbations, through re-writing, need to be co-opted in order to effect quite radical differences in the courses of our lives as lived with-others, before-others. Or, to it more bluntly, there needs to be in place, more often than not, the exhibition of a reasonable quid pro quo in order for any one of us to even head in the same direction let alone a new direction. Consequently, we may note that such negotiation is enacted through re-negotiation (in an economy of negotiation where we either observe the default position already in place in a process of renegotiation or re-write the same in a series of minor incremental shifts in order to enact a process of re-negotiation that re-directs our trajectory, hopefully, in the direction or manner intended. Since, as argued elsewhere, our intensions have intended consequences, mis-intended consequences, unintended consequences and/or not-intended consequences (when the latter are beyond our control or influence, etc.). In the light of this understanding, we need to possess and exert an economic re-assessment that allows us to realize the productive harmonization of both our personal ambitions and social aspiration given that it is through the complexities of such an overall economy that any form of an enacted resolution will be achieved. How, then, do we engineer an overall pathway more in keeping with the nature of those imperatives we are more inclined to privilege and promote? By clearly thematizing those intentional objectives and realistically changing course, when and where possible, to achieve the same whilst being fully observant of the fact that we are already inserted into an overall economy put in place through arbitration and which can only be re-directed through ongoing processes of re-arbitration. Therefore, in order to enter into processes of re-negotiation we need to assess the priorities of our needs and ambitions and to what extent we are going to be an inevitable party to the personal ambitions and social aspirations of others at the same time to that extent we can opt in or out of such agreement and re-agreements. In effect, changing course will involve a re-hierarchicalization of our overall priorities and in what manner we will attempt to realize the same through our involvement in this overall economy, including the political-economy, from which we can have no escape but through which we also find a certain degree of freedom in the manner we both define it and it defines us. As noted, freedom is relative. As school children, we have to attend. At university, attendance is not compulsory but is advised in order to achieve our academic objectives, etc. And so, our relative semblance of freedom is written in terms of our objectives and how we manage to aspire to their realization or their non-realization; along with the obligations and benefits that may or may not entail in the wake of such redirected or re-directed decisions we make with-others, before-others.… (75)


Now, in moving from an idealistic re-assessment of our current positioning towards the pragmatic realization of our intentional objectives we now need to note a hermeneutic dimension of both genres and con-texts along an evaluation of the existential complexion of such objectives with a direct reference, at this stage, to a consequential analysis although we need to be mindful of probable consequences in order to conduct this process of arbitration where we resolve the natural competition within and between our personal ambitions and social aspirations. As different as these considerations may appear they are more simply mediated through those genres of behaviour considered relevant within an appreciation of the relevant con-texts that best capture the significance and relevance of our current situatedness in question. Indeed, such meta-textual genres, with their paralleling of both behaviour and interpretation, like the following a certain recipe, through such adoption, revolve around and devolve from socially formed habitual responses and, thence, through specific adaptation, to evolve in and through a particular set of sequences that need to be carefully observed in order to successfully achieve those processes of engineered redirection and re-direction entailed in those same instructions. Such directives constitute the execution of our projects and programs. They also frame their very existence, their performance, their modes of resolution, the meeting of those same needs; as personal ambitions and social aspirations as desired, etc. Indeed, what is found problematic in our existences is both framed and resolved through such devices whether we are aware or not as to how such directives fully operate; given that most of our lives are lived through the economy of such habitual modes of response and which through their general efficiency allow us to then more consciously attend to other matters. Just like, e.g., we can ride a bike and, as well, attend to the delights of the passing countryside or streetscape… as along as we do not devote all of our attention to such otherwise dangerous pleasures. Similarly, both cycling and doing philosophy is possible, but, is something I do not recommend. Genres are meta-textual programs that both read or interpret, and, write or enact particular patterns of behaviour. They involve sequences of behaviour in order to realize the objective goals frames by such devices. Thence our need to invoke their particular (kind of) adoption and specific adaptation to the nature of our circumstances. Hence the parallel invocation of an appreciation of the con-texts we are in order to realistically ascertain the essential and particular nature of our situatedness in which we are to then to specifically adapt such adopted modes of enaction in order to eventually realize those ambitions and aspirations. If I am to bake a cake I need to invoke a recipe for the making of a cake. The, if I wish to make an orange and poppy seed cake then it is obvious I will need both oranges or their equivalent in some form of essence and poppy seeds, etc. Then, I need to follow that recipe to that extent that sees me successfully baking that orange and poppy seed cake. Entailed in any instructions, usually, are a mix of explicit or implicit prescriptions and implicit or explicit proscriptions. If my cake recipe calls for an oven at a certain temperature then it best behooves me to operate that oven at or around that said temperature. To some extent, we could define prescriptions in a proscriptive sense, or v.v. But, it is obviously more effective to be told what to do rather than endlessly list what is not to be done. On the other hand, certain proscriptions can also alert us to not committing the pitfalls that would result from our heading in those non-constructive directions. So, e.g., in riding a bike it is found on evidence-based grounds that it is safer to wear a bike helmet. This observation can then be a good prescription for safer bike riding behaviour. Then, the law may well proscribe that when riding a bike, you must also wear a bike helmet, and, that this proscription needs to be observed lest you be seen riding your bike without a helmet and fined accordingly. That, in effect, this hermeneutic dimension observes the practicalization of our intent through noting relevant genres, the nature of our current con-texts, and, how such practicalities are to be productively observed through the successful enaction of the suitable sequences in the writing and reading of such behaviour as entailed and dictated in the execution of those genres of behaviour. (76)


Our next stage is attempt to understand the consequences of those more probable courses of enaction we may or may not give our assent to. In this regard, basically, all we need to do is to look at the relevant genres already in play in the pragmatic expedition of our aspirations. E.g., if I am thinking of walking into town, and, thinking of doing that now all I need to do is to ask myself “am I going to walk to town?” All questions are binary in structure but not in possibilities. “Am I going to walk to town?” could mean at some point in time, perhaps now or later, I will walk into town. Or, I could walk somewhere else. Or, I go to town by some other means, such as, e.g., by cycling, or getting a lift or by taking the bus, etc. A question is posed, between a ‘this’ or a ‘that’. Without a full specification of the ‘this’ (or the ‘that’) it cannot be answered except in general or particular terms of reference. But, then, the specification of ‘this’ does not automatically imply a full specification of ‘that’ unless that ‘that’ is exactly the converse of the ‘this’. If the question “am I going to walk to town now?” was answered in the negative we can only read it as ‘I am now not going to walk to town’. But, I could still be going to town but by some other means, or, I am just not going to go to town, certainly not today. By seeing our questions as binaries with a range of open possibilities we invite ourselves to look more about at the possible configurations of our behaviour and by such means we can see what consequences will devolve from such different possible possibilities without needing to invoke improbable possibilities. Indeed, by posing a few relevant questions and then exploring their implicit range of options we put ourselves in a better position to explore the range of expected consequences naturally associated with those options. E.g., if I were to walk to town I know that will take at least twenty-five minutes walking there, and, the same amount of time, if I decided to also walk back home. On the other hand, I could go by bus and expect to meet one within at least ten minutes. I also know the trip will take about ten minutes. So, taking the bus will get me there a little quicker but that that will also incur a cost. Or, if I were in a hurry to get to town I could take a taxi but that would be only marginally quicker and incur a much greater cost. So, in going to town I have all these options and each one of those options has certain consequences in terms, e.g., of time and cost, etc. Similarly, in invoking a certain genre of behaviour we are also invoking the behavioural patterns associated with the enaction of that particular type of genre. Genres are not static recipes but a spectrum of possibilities that in specification take on specific probabilities in terms of their consequences. In a practical consequentialism, we explore those probabilities that cluster around our genres of behaviour that seem to be the most appropriate to invoke. Moreover, the very motivation we seem to find for ourselves in being problematized defines and narrows those very options that are the most sensible to enact. In other words, these genres define what is problematic, and, what is problematic is defined through the very same genres. E.g., I have a certain need to go to town, so, I then ask myself how and when am I going to go to town. Say, I need to be there at three and the time is now two o’clock. If I decide to walk then I could leave at two-thirty (since it takes less than thirty minutes to walk there). Or, I may feel the urge purely to walk for my daily exercise and so then decide to walk to town for no reason other than for the exercise alone. But in all of this we should also be aware that the intentional configuration of our motivation is also hierarchically enstructured and basically habitual in its expression; finding specification as the situation in its lived-situatedness calls for it. So, if I feel a need for exercise then I could walk, or swim, or cycle, or, utilize a mix of two or three of these options. If I am going to walk I need to work out from where I am going to walk and to where I am going to walk to. If I am going to swim then I need to go to a local swimming pool of the beach (if the season is not Winter). Or, if I am going to cycle then I need to be sure my bike is in working conditions and the tires are still sufficiently pressurized, etc. Perhaps, I will be doing some shopping as well, so, again, within the hierarchicalization of my overall motivation I will have to find not only a place for it but a prioritization of the same to the extent that this desire gets enacted and not merely thought about. The resolution of this variety of intentions needing to find resolution, in some form or other, since without such intentional arbitration we would be left paralyzed or merely remain as passive subjects only able to do the bidding of others as if we were just slaves. In effect, we can see how the hierarchilzation of our intentional forms of resolution is able to prioritize our most important or urgent intentions, and, that given the genres we invoke in this regard we are also privy to the most probable consequences that will devolve from their specification and from their active enaction through having actively prioritized those same intentions and exercised such deliberations. (77)


The final stage, in the form of an overall evaluation, is to generate an overall appreciation of those staged deliberations with or with enactive deliberation. I.e., such staged explorations are to be exercised through either virtual and/or non-virtual forms of comprehension with or without processes of enaction be those ensuing patterns of enactions enacted either as processes of action, non-action and/or inaction. Impressed with the most probable consequences of our comprehension of that type of situatedness we are now in a position to clearly ‘observe’ the distinctively thematized particularity of the assoicated constitution of the intentional configuration that denominates that type of situation in question to which we can then act, when and where possible, in a responsible manner. How do we form an overall assessment from a series of staged explorations? By noting thematic connections that find themselves collectively amplified in such a progression; i.e., determining to what extent a distinctive existential surplus has emerged in such e/valuation. Such findings being continually re-assessed and updated in the light of further factual information relevant to that type of exploration. (78)


By such means coming to an understanding of the conceptual richness of our topic and the probable potential it has in lived experience for causing or promoting either an enrichment and/or de-enrichment in valuational formation. (79)


As indicated, each stage also needs to be treated in a skeptical mode by asking rhetorically ourselves if we really have understood what we are currently exploring. Have we a deep understanding of our topic or only a relatively superficial understanding… more in keeping with the presentation generated by ideological propaganda of that major discourse? All ideological discourse being de-centered to that extent it is ideologically presented (without reference to the presence of a suitably instructed, adequately exercised, well-informed, ongoing, overall transcendental suspension). (80)


Such rhetorical treatment, or any other that invokes an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension, now gives us our transcendental entry to a pro-relational existential appreciation of this same topic. The previously linear nature of our progression through these stages now taking on a more circular, dialectical approach. Where previously we discerned the need for the promotion and consolidation or reversal and deconstruction of such policy settings in their specific adaptation within the political-economy we now take 

a more existential orientation in order to observe the existential re-construction of our topic, hopefully in a manner that can actually be taken up by that political-economy in question… (81)

In the midst of the machinations of the political-economy, if we observe behaviour that through incremental reiteration promotes either adversity and/or mis-equity it behooves us to call it out as such. But in the noisy and selfish declamations of the crowd who will listen to one voice and one voice alone? On the other hand, if one person sees the instigation of personal or interpersonal harm, in some form or other, then others might well also see the same specter of harm and if those voices were to hear each other, and, then, acting as a coherent body present a collective voice then that collective voice will be much louder that the mere addition of those individual voices and may well see suitable incremental shifts in those policy settings being ever more loudly called into such question. Instrumental in social consciousness raising is this social formation of insight. To this end, this subliminal checklist is engineered to help foster such understanding that recognizes neo-liberally induced forms of adversity and mis-equity. My task, therefore, is now to outline this checklist, this silent manifesto, under these twenty-four headings as previously noted; starting with our critical review of the neo-liberal over-promotion of privatization (when instigated or exercised in a contra political-economic sense instrumental in the direct or indirect imposition of adversity and/or mis-equity). (81)


In the mapping of these neo-liberal doctrines (of privatization, etc.) let me reiterate these six stages in their linear progression; their individual and collective rhetorical treatment through a skeptical lens; and, thence, finding entry to our existential treatment through taking a circular, collective, pro-relational re-consideration of the same:

I.    Staged Linear Treatment of our Topic:

1.    Entitlement (through nomination with subjective and enactive denomination)

2.    Realistic phenomenological treatment (that is evidence-based)

3.    Idealistic thematization of objectives (through suitable forms of arbitration)

4.    Pragmatic treatment (through suitable invocation of genres and their con-texts)

5.    Consequential appreciation (through noting intended consequences, etc.)

6.    Overall evaluation (and ensuing enactive deliberation when applicable)

II.   Rhetorical skepticism (as a means of invoking a transcendental suspension, etc.)

III. Existential Reflection (through circular, dialectical, pro-relational treatment) (82)


In existential review and treatment, our considerations are very different from a critical non-existential review and treatment… but not radically different since it is the transformation of this non-existential that a critical existential appreciation can be observed. As explored elsewhere, we note the use of a pro-relational language under the headings of the temporal, spatial, subjective and intersubjective headings. The collective interaction of all four categories contributing to both a causal appreciation and an appreciative consequentialism.
  (83)


At the critical core of this subliminal checklist is this staged process of insight formation. Insight was treated as the alignment between the general, particular and specific levels of intentional thematization coupled with epistemological insurance (that all propositions are based on an inescapable, relatively truthful mapping of the world) whose ontological assurance eventually rewards truthfully oriented representation that altogether promotes intentional competence. Insight being discerned in those perceived moments of re-direction when this overall mapping of the world as lived, as represented, becomes re-drawn through re-presentation. It is my hope that in paying careful attention to particular kinds of neo-liberal policy positioning/repositioning that we will realize the need, perhaps more often than not, to reverse and deconstruct such settings through a contra neo-liberal sense of re-positioning all conducted at the same time in a spirit of existential re-construction that incrementally that collectively diminishes the imposition of adversity in the workplace and elsewhere and accumulatively reduced instances of mis-equity in the home space and elsewhere; i.e., through a diminishment of both inter-generational and intra-generational inequity, dis-equity in the workplace, and, non-equity through a loss of adequate employment opportunities in the face of the changing nature of work itself. (84)


With such preparation to hand, let me now briefly outline how these twenty-four topics, in a neo-liberally oriented setting, should be reviewed (i.e., re-viewed). (85) 

2:    A Silent Manifesto as a Subliminal Checklist


The purpose of this subliminal checklist is to create insight both in regard to these proposed twenty-four topics as being thematically at the forefront of much of neo-liberally oriented policy formation, but, also, when and where relevant, any other topic in need of an insightful process of re-discernment and where the application of this method is found to be useful in that regard. (86)

These twenty-four thematically indicative neo-liberal policy preferences are noted again under the following headings:

1.   Privatization (outsourcing to the private sphere)

2.   Deregulation (relative de-privileging of regulations be they effective or otherwise)

3.   Non-Interventionalism (by governments in the form of minimal policies, etc.)

4.   De-Taxation (excessive minimization or removal of taxation from companies, etc.)

5.   Pro-Austerity (usually contra-anti-cyclical spending by governments, companies)

6.   Mis-Equitization (privileging the top one percent of the one percent, etc.)

7.   Downsizing (episodic imposition of redundancies, etc.)

8.   De-Servicing (downsizing of civil service, promoting small government)

9.   Pseudo-Compliance (apparent compliance undercut in practice)

10. Hyper-Compensation (for executives)/Hypo-Compensation (for non-executives)

11. De-Unionization (emasculation of union influence)

12. Pro-Competition (ultimately leading to certain types of monopolies)

13. Pro-Markets (political abdication in belief political intervention is not necessary)

14. Short-Termism (shortsightedness by governments, companies, etc.)

15. Non-Consequentialism (enactions without due consequential analysis)

16. Super-Innovation (without due consequential analysis)

17. Denigration (of others, losers, institutions, regulations, government, rule of law, etc.)

18. Hyper-Individualism (excessive emphasis on individual endeavours)

19. Globalization (as a form of international privatization)

20. Hyper-Valuation (of costs/diminishment in services)

21. Corporatization (through regulatory capture, contractual colonization, etc.)

22. Hyper-Monetization (where we revalue everything through a monetary lens?)

23. Disempowerment (disenfranchisement though misguided notions of freedom)

24. Anti-Welfare (cuts to welfare, but, increases in prison incarceration) [18] (87)

1.   Privatization

Ii.
Notice given by politicians in a government to take a public service and ‘sell’ the same to the private sphere through some legal mechanism for the transference of such ownership.

ii.
The cost of that service to the people of that governed entity is directly entailed in fees, etc., and, indirectly entailed through taxation, etc., as the costs incurred through the running of that service. The total cost being the addition of such factors. 

iii.
In privatizing this concern, the people of that governed entity should be informed as to the true price entailed in its transfer of ownership, the continuing costs to that community of that now privatized service, and, conditions imposed by that government on the running of that same service as a ‘business’, and in what sense that business will change if change is contemplated. 

iv.
Conditions should also note what competition is to be expected, if any, and/or what safeguards the public have as far as forms of price control are in place regardless of whether this business entity effectively is or is not a monopoly (but especially if were an effective monopoly). In this regard noting the need for a compliance with such conditions along with a need to critically review such obligations in the light of changing market conditions and expectations. Conditions and compliance noting prescriptive and proscriptive formulae. 

v.
A consequential analysis should note the creation and preservation of valuational formation along with the conservational/meta-conservational tendencies of businesses to escalate their charges/diminish the overall degree of service in order to relatively enrich their profitability in the running of such and enterprise.

vi.
The motivation of both parties behind such privatization needs to be carefully analyzed in order to ascertain the suitability of this process of transference. It could be that privatization is called for and safeguards are in place for its reasonable compliance with such directives. On the other hand, the non-evidence-based ideologically produced descriptions that public services are wastefully conducted, etc., and, that business practices are better in more efficiently managing such an enterprise should all be taken very cautiously. That such non-evidence-based attitudes, symptomatic of the major status of neo-liberal ideology is automatically and blindly afforded needs to be seriously revisited in order to highlight and dispel such ungrounded notions should they have no foundation in that instance.

II.
That, in being rhetorically skeptical, we need to carefully treat all statements at face value as being ‘suspect’ and by such means more critically revisit the same. Hopefully exposing deeper forms of motivation where certain parties may be hoping to profit, perhaps unfairly, from a public point of view, in the course of this transition. 

III.
That, given the evidentially noted pitfalls associated with past processes of privatization we should be very skeptical, very skeptical indeed, whenever the word ‘privatization’ or ‘outsourcing’ are being uttered and promoted, the latter process being seen as a partial process of privatization or similar, etc. That privatization should be looked at through both a short-term lens and a long-term lens. In order to discern trends in the true costs to be incurred by the public in this transference of a public asset. Was the true price realized in the selling of this service both reasonably arrived at and right for the relevant parties? Are the conditions adequate for both the commercial running of that enterprise and for the public at large, since, any additional costs the public will charged, effectively, can be seen as a form of additional tax that adds to overall levels of in-equity, and, that, in the same regard, any envisaged or eventually realized diminishment in service should also be taken into account. Moreover, we also need to anticipate, through some legal agreement or statement of intent, in what manner the intentions of the buyer are to run this business in its totality, or, run it into the ground to ensure other parties profit, or break it up or merge it, or, only run some of the activities of that business and sell or neglect those aspects that are less profitable, or, just merely to maximize profits and/or minimize services, etc? Furthermore, we should be ever mindful that neo-liberal ideologues, wittingly and/or unwittingly, are very much more inclined to just see the business-like efforts of governments as wasteful, inefficient if not ineffective, and, the efforts of the private sphere as economical, efficient and very effective in the discharge of their business-like activities. In such perceptions, we should be open minded and agnostic, and, see for ourselves whether such neo-liberal labels actually apply to either the workings of the civil service or private enterprise since, in reality, from evidence, such positive and negative characterizations can be shown to apply to both the public and private spheres! (88)


Just as privatization has been given a glowing press by neo-liberal advocates, and this bias has not been called too often into question, rarely on evidential grounds, similarly, the neo-liberal dogma calling for less regulation also needs to be carefully exposed. It is true that a proliferation of regulations is obviously in evidence. We have a tendency to do overdo things and institutions are no different in this regard. On the other hand, we do successfully navigate and negotiate, i.e., arbitrate, a plethora of rules, either formally constituted or informally instituted through implicit conventions. Be that as it may, regulation are needed in the competitive world of business lest companies unacceptably cut corners, operate on a so-called non-level playing field, do the wrong thing, are not called to account for the social damage they are inflicting in some form or other. It need not be said that many regulations could well be modified or removed. However, it is one thing to refine our regulations and another to call for their broad-spectrum removal. Without a doubt, many people calling for the removal of regulations either has an ideological axe to grind or to stands to benefit directly or indirectly by their removal. As noted, a refinement of our regulations should always be a work in progress, but this call should not be confused for a blanket removal of the same. On many occasions, social progress has only been made by instituting such constraints necessarily reinforced with both social approval and legal force. Otherwise today, people who smoke might still feel it to be acceptable to light up in hotels, in restaurants, on public transport, in our cinemas and hospitals. (89)

2.   Deregulation

Ii.
Rewriting through political legislation, enacted by politicians, legal constraints in such a form that either downplays their terms of reference or removes them entirely from a body of law in a certain field of operation within the political-economy for people immediately effected by such operations and, whose ramifications and consequences, will be more broadly experienced by the public at large.

ii.
The generalization of regulations is particularized for adoption and, then, their specific adaptation. By exemplifying the form of a piece of deregulation or a set of deregulations, we may more realistically appreciate the re-arranged whatness of where we would be should it become law. Therefore, a realistic appreciation comparatively looks at the realistic configurations before and after this type of legislation. The imputed re-configuration, from either the probable evidence of the sensible modeling of that type of situation and/or as actually found in its evidential monitoring should then be re-compared with the ideality of its aspirational presentation/s as officially pronounced before its legislated de-regulation.

iii.
Ideally, the intentions behind deregulation should be sufficiently thematized in order to clearly outline the whyness of such a process. Furthermore, through such clarity, the howness of the measure to be instituted or have been instituted can be pragmatically approached in order to realistic arrive, effectively, at this level of ideality being aspired to through such deregulation.

iv.
In pragmatic terms, we arrive at this aspired ideality through rules of prescription and proscription. In deregulation, ‘deregulation’ for the sake of deregulation should never be instituted for mere ideological reasons. On the other hand, a case can always be made for both better regulation and a removal or rewriting of regulations that do not perform effectively. In all of this, regulations should he harmonized among themselves and in the light of their apparent intent, and, those that remain should be overseen in such a manner so as to ensure they are being complied with. As noted, neo-liberalists have an all too common habit of overlooking this field of compliance by downplaying it, defunding the same, obstructing or ignoring its non-compliance. On many occasions, this serves their own purposes; be they ideological and/or financial. Or, on other occasions, this habit exercised through an act of omission be that enacted merely through poor oversight or through sheer neglect.

v. 
Consequential analysis could be conducted in either a formal and closely argued orientation or in an informal and more intuitive orientation. In different situations, different approaches may well need to be invoked. Consequential analysis deals with probabilities about things that have not occurred or may not occur or might occur in some form as not yet envisaged. However, be that as it may, trends underway, in line with expectations derived in similar situations, have a habit of continuing. When a match is struck we expect it to light. If calls for deregulation are ideologically based then those calls for regulation should be treated as not being evidence-based and in line with any careful program that seeks to critically refine their use, etc. 

vi.
In an overall appreciation of processes of deregulation, we need to be cognizant as to what motivates such processes and, in the light of such an assessment, we then need to respond accordingly, i.e., responsibly.

II.
Given that deregulation is a prominent tenet of neo-liberalism, being skeptical definitely has a role to play in order to expose the superficial nature of such an attitude even if epistemological and ontological commitments, associated with this major discourse, may well be firmly held. However, as an entrance to the transcendental dimension this device can provoke an existential, pro-relational attitude that can then ‘speak’ for the nature of the relationship being invoked in each individual situation in question. There will be times when regulations should be dropped or carefully rewritten, but, there will be other occasions when regulations need to be either extended or created. ‘An unregulated life (in the political-economy) is a life not worth living’. Regulation is another face of policy settings given that they set the parameters for dissemination and intentionally directed decisions need such channeling just as genres direct behaviour through redirection.

III.
Processes of deregulation should be carefully seen for what they are. In this regard, they are best set up to speak for themselves. The ideological imposition or de-imposition of regulations should be seen in and through the light that appears to motivate their presentation. Regulations should advance the enrichment of our relationships in the political-economy and not the financial enrichment of a few individuals at the expense of others arrived at through their exploitation. (90)

3.   Non-Interventionalism

Ii.
Act of political omission enacted by governments in the form of minimal policies, etc., at the expense of the community at large, can be seen as a form of neo-liberally inspired non-interventionalism (in line with deregulation, small government, overlooking compliance, etc.).

ii.
A political(-economic) situation needs to be described in which it is pointed out that, as a perceived political imperative, government should suitably address. In effect, such aspirations seek some form of validation.

iii.
Such aspirations need to be both thematized and the reasons for their validation needs to be co-validated. 

iv.
Pragmatic approaches would need to be outlined, through rules and regulations of prescription and proscription. In this regard, the non-intervention needs to be called out, and, then, the form of the intervention needs to clearly l thought out.

v.
Consequences comparatively looking at non-intervention, partial process of mis-intervention, and, the desired level and degree of intervention thought best enacted (through reasonable consensus). 

vi.
An overall appreciation looking at what is currently in place and what would be better in place in the light of the above.

II.
Rhetorical enquestioning exposing the center of these considerations. Then, from the collapse of that suspension it is to be hoped a more productive course is taken up through a re-direction of re-set policy setting.

III.
A transcendental sense of re-positioning should be able to observe, in both active and passive senses, those process of incremental re-direction that add to and do not detract or subtract from overall levels of overall enrichment in valuational formation. (91)

An implication, or, an expectation put in place or uncovered in the use of a rhetorical suspension is this healthy attitude to not accept things at face value, not to just take things in the apparent manner of their presentation. All major discourses, e.g., have a way of presenting their vision of truth as if it were self-evident. Often a half-truth is presented as a whole truth and then run with in such a manner that unbalances the array of forces that should remain in play. E.g., it is true that some regulation is either poorly written, useless, impedes investment, not complied with, etc., but that does not mean regulation in general should be treated in that same manner. Indeed, from a meta-textual point of view, intentional formation could not be exercised without rules of description, prescription and proscription. Imagine needing to use a match to create a flame in order to start a campfire. To do this you consider using a match. This is a match and this is the match box with the striking strip (description); you strike the box with a certain speed that is not too fast nor too slow (prescription); make sure that that either or both the match and the striking strip are not wet, etc., etc. You expect the struct match to light. If it doesn’t you try again. Indeed, intentional competence is engendered in the running of a full economy and an internal networking that traces out such interconnections, as must occur in the aspirational economy, e.g., need to be in place for the ensuing spontaneous, non-circulatory instigation of value to then be circulated in its traced-out form through the impetus of such enactive decisiveness. It would seem reasonable, therefore, in the light of this exploratory need to invoke a rhetorical suspension to assume that intentional deposition in interpretation could be profitably be read on two, or more, hermeneutic levels, namely, a relatively overt declamatory level and a relatively covert implicatory level. Needless to say, a greater level of alignment would be advanced if these two levels were to be harmonized, operate in parallel, etc. On the other hand, the implicatory level, in explication, could call out the non-aligned intentional objectives on the declamatory level should that degree of incongruence be present. (92)

This distinction between the relative declamatory and implicatory levels in exposition could also be viewed in a dynamic sense through forms of internal network-like analysis and exhibition in order to demonstrate intentional competence through the suitably adequate presence of a relevantly functioning economy. So, aspirations could be dismissed as non-realizable if the moments of the aspirational economy were not fully established. I.e., in the non-realistic anchoring of the what through noting the where we actually are; the non-achievable ideality of the aspirational objectives; and/or, the non-invocation of an adequate pragmatic basic for connecting the former. Then, inadequate consequential and overall enactive considerations could also be called into question in the same regard. Hence this need to demonstrate that the desired intentional economy is able to be put into effect, etc. (93)

4.   De-Taxation


In a recent philosophical discussion, I pointed out that my coffee, that I had just bought for $3.50, was a perfect example of global cooperation on a grand scale. How many years would it take me to just produce a single cup of coffee if I took up this delusion of being completely self-sufficient? We are no Robinson Crusoes on a desert island. Even more so, we cannot be Robinson Crusoes in the midst of our cities. I would need a tropical climate or at least the workable substitute a hothouse to grow a coffee plant. Then when it bore fruit, perhaps after three to five years it would need to be picked. The coffee ‘cherries’ would then need after harvesting to be roasted, packed, transported, distributed, ground, and, then, placed in a coffee machine of some description. The making of that pottery cup would need the right clay, its preparation, the potting of that cup, the building of a kiln and then the firing of that same cup. And I can get all this forethought and planning, this skilled effort and labour for a mere $3.50. Imagine the cost of that cup of coffee if I had to pay the wages of every person involved in bringing this simple cup to my table? Yet, neo-liberalists will keep on insisting that people are rewarded for self-effort, innovation and self-enterprise. (94)


Now, if we were to live in an economy where everyone’s income was relatively fixed over a certain period of time and the government were to mandate that the cost of a cup of coffee were to rise one hundred percent in that same period of time, from say $3.50 to $7.00, then we could argue, quite rightly, that this increase, effectively, was a ‘coffee tax’. In a well-ordered society, where I can buy a cup of coffee for either $3.50 or $7.00, given the role government plays in the maintaining of a well-ordered society, then it seems only proper that we also pay some proportion of our income to that same government whose presence and stability has overseen, directly or indirectly, the formation of its roads, a stable currency, an environment that supports the creation and preservation of institutions and businesses like coffee shops, public houses, coffee dealers, transport, electricity companies, water companies, warehouses and the like. But, that granted, and hopefully this contract with the state is not something that would really be contested, we now need to ask ourselves just how much tax should we pay overall (as a fraction of our wages or income)? No tax, to be paid by individuals and/or commercial organization is not viable option if we believe government is necessary and that we need to necessarily pay for it in some form or other. On the other hand, giving government all of our income would also not be a viable option in a well-functioning democracy since we believe that each and every individual to be an economic participant generally able to make their own financial decisions and needing the financial power to be able to do so. It is true we could barter both services and commodities, with or without forms of recognizable currency, But, still, a well-regulated society needs ‘regulations’ and the stability to flow on from that along with some form of political continuity and presence in order to ensure forms of expected contractual compliance are complied with when and where that was thought necessary. Of course, the question then becomes, to what extent and in what manner should taxation be allowed to operate? (95)


It may well remain a moot point that neo-liberalism was an inevitable response to high levels of taxation and/or economies that highly centalized; be that through central planning or the result of a politically sanctioned protectionism, and the like. Under such conditions, lower levels of taxation, less governmental controls, processes of de-unionism, etc., may well have been needed. However, today, such clarion calls issuing from the neo-liberal armoury are starting to sound brittle and hollow, and, more often than not, seem to be more self-serving for those who continue to press the need for such ‘reforms’. Reforms that have never truly spelt out as for whom they are meant to benefit beyond this reified concept of ‘the economy’ in which we are all supposed to benefit within its warm embrace. A place, where through the guiding hand of the markets, we are all supposed to prosper even if some more so than others. However, often the truth is otherwise from that presented in the endless dissemination of this myth. All about we hear tales of workplace adversity in the home space; we find forms of dis-equity, and, as noted, be that inequity, dis-equity and/or non-equity. In this historical light, reducing a level of taxation, for either companies or individuals, from, say, 60% to 30% may well make great economic sense. But, does reducing a 30% level of taxation, say, to 20% or even 15%, benefit anyone else other than those who would be paying less tax? An argument was reiterated that by automatically growing the economy revenues, as a result of reduced levels of taxation and their promotion of increased levels of investment, would expand accordingly and make up and exceed the difference that otherwise would result from that initially lower level of revenue. In effect, another version of trickle-down economics. Lowering levels of taxation that are high may well promote greater levels of investment, but, this argument for an incremental lowering of taxation should not be expected to be some form of a linear equation, like a magic pudding or cornucopia, where by taking even less we get even more. Just as was implied in my cup of coffee for $3.50, the political stability of all the countries involved in coffee exporting and importing plays an important role and also has a cost, they, therefore, deserve to pay a small proportion of that cost in the form of taxation or as an impost, so, too, likewise, all concerned enterprises needs to pay their political dues. (96)


As it is, the economic landscape is not an even playing field with certain commercial sectors, on average, paying less tax than other sectors of that same economy. Then within each sector, we have a variety of deductions, incentives for investment and the like. Then, year in and year out a large proportion of the commercial world is not paying any tax whatsoever. Indeed, it is possible for some companies to get tax credits where countries are actually paying them to be present. Indirectly, they may well be contributing to the economy through wages and dividends. I would argue that if a company wants to do business in your country they will do so. A viable business would ensure that costs are properly reflected in the costs of their products and/or services, etc. A political sphere that takes the aspirations of its public to heart would ensue that when subsidies or other similar mechanisms are in place that they are there for good reasons and not through the demands of business and a pliant political class softened up through donations to a political party or the dispensing of other incentives. A taxation race to the bottom is not a good recipe for the establishment of a permanent commercial sector especially in this age of globalization “where easy come, can easy go.” Moreover, investment will occur when companies are of the opinion that the time and economic environment is seen as propitious. In the US, currently, at least in the years after the G.F.C., also a.k.a. as the Great Recession, e.g., some key companies have huge cash reserves, within or without the US, and have seemed reluctant to use such reserves for investment. Given that interest rates are at historical lows and indebtedness is at historic highs one must wonder just what additional incentives, overall, would work in such a less investment inclined climate? (97)


The mere reduction in the level of overall taxation in my opinion is no automatic incentive for the simple promotion of investment. Low interest rates and low rates of inflation have seen to have been more an incentive for both people and companies to ‘invest’ in certain types of assets that are expected to appreciate in value (just as excessive inflation drives a similar switch into assets that are also expected to at least keep their relative overall value). Rather than being a recipe for a happily balanced economy growing in a healthy fashion, are we to assume, instead, that neo-liberal nostrums merely exacerbate such periodically disruptive dis-equilibriums and economic re-directions into negative territories with disastrous consequences like those that visited us in the Great Recession and the other bubbles and bursts that have occurred before and, will in all likelihood, reoccur afterwards, and, keep on reoccurring as long as such unbalanced economic models are allowed to distort and disrupt more sensible forms of longer-term economic behaviour? Coffee plantations need three to five years after planting to start harvesting and those plants can then produce for many, many decades afterwards. We could take a leaf from the horizon of such an investment plan and apply that in the planning being undertaken within the political-economy where the short term really does need to be more over-looked in the prospective and beneficial light of the longer-term. (98)

Ii.
De-taxation could be defined as the promotion by vested interested of reduced levels of taxation in the seemingly non-evidentially based hope of increased political and economic revenues through the automatic supposition that merely lowering taxation will automatically promote investment.

ii.
Realistically, there are many reasons for investment and to naïvely link the mere lowering of levels of taxation (when all such costs would be passed on) is usually found without an evidentially supportive basis. Such linkage needs to be carefully argued for it can be shown in real, positive evidential terms. Therefore, the need to also know where we are economically, and politically, in this regard, and, what role if any, taxation plays therein?

iii.
The thematization of an obtainable ideality, worth aspiring after, also needs to be realistically engendered in the light of taxation that will most likely be leveled.

iv.
Pragmatic forms of intervention and non-intervention then need to be explored in and through rules of description, prescription and proscription, etc. need to be thematized, noted and reasonably complied with in the light of probable levels of taxation.

v.
Importantly, the consequences of such innovative processes of re-direction and non-innovative processes of redirection need to be properly explored and reflected upon in the light of probable taxation that is expected to be incurred.

vi.
That, an overall assessment needs to do a form of cost-benefit analysis through inspecting the apparent merit of the inputs to be invested versus the outputs from such investment in the light of their envisaged difference minus the probable costs of taxation, etc.

II.
In the light of possible ideologically based political-economic insertions, obstructions, incentives, etc., a rhetorical suspension is usually called for in order to determine to what extent imputed economic reality is really economic?! 

III.
A careful pro-relational and existential approach that attempts to determine to what extent taxation may or may not play an important role in political-economically driven forms of investment. (99)

5.   Pro-Austerity

Ii.
A policy, politically appealed to; usually on ideological grounds, that is economically damaging if enacted when the economy is heading towards or has headed into a recessionary phase, where governments try to balance their budgets and/or decrease deficits but, effectively, shrink their revenues and cause political-economic adversity and increased inequity, whereas, policies that promote effective efficiency should not be ruled out and where those real dividends should be productively and profitably utilized elsewhere in that political-economy until such a time overall governmental spending should be reduced in a non-recessionary economic phase and instituted with those policies that rectify such budgetary deficits. Or, more simply: governmental budgets are not household budgets since austerity does not mean simply eating cheaper meals and going without entertainment, moreover, governments should act responsibly across all economic cycles and act for the long-term rather than seek short-term ideological satisfaction at the expense of their electorates. In the light of the above, therefore, let me redefine austerity as: politically instituted overall reduction/s in overall governmental expenditure o a degree that adversely reduces overall economic productivity at the expense of both the political-economy and its inhabitants.

ii.
In a realistic assessment, we must see beyond metaphors and myths to the lived-reality of life in a political-economy and, although agreeing with general calls for budgetary restraint and reasonable frugality, see and oversee long term trends for budgetary balance and profitability as being more worthy of our political focus and collective efforts.

iii.
Calls for austerity should be de-ideologically screened (through suspensions) and judged on their apparent merit in and over a suitable time-frame. I.e., they should be defined through a lens that critically uses evidence-based arguments in favour for such proposals in the overall context of the political-economy approached over the long-term.

iv.
Pragmatic considerations being formulated in the context of such restraints and constraints and then enacted accordingly once a positive consequential analysis favours such policies and the appropriate timing of such policies.

v.
A consequential analysis critically exploring both the benefits and disadvantages of such proposals and weighing, to that extent possible, the merits or non-merits of such a re-directed course in policy resetting.

vi.
An overall assessment being directed to harmonically observe the more profitable course in such matters over the long-term and the short-term.

II.
A rhetorical suspension skeptically addressing relatively superficial and less superficial aspect of any arguments promoting either austerity or non-austerity.

III.
A pro-relational, existential approach carefully observing the findings presented above in the light of the lived-reality of that specific political-economy. (100)

6.   Mis-Equitization

Ii.
Usually talked about as inequity, those policies that over time that are iniquitous; i.e., grossly unfair and morally wrong. I would redefine it as those incrementally reset policy settings that skew political-economic advantage more towards those who already have great political and/or economic advantage without a reasonable sharing of such advantage with the all those with less political-economic advantage. I have temporally subdivided a general or particular sense of inequity between a past (inter/intra-generational ‘theft’, etc.), present dis-equity (in working conditions, etc.), and, future non-equity (through fear or threat of reduced-employment opportunities and commensurate recompense arising from non-employment, undesired part-time or casual employment and/or inadequate forms of employment commensurate with either qualifications and/or past employment history, etc.).

ii.
Realistically we note that terms like ‘competition’, etc., may well mean depressed employment opportunities in finding either employment and/or in receiving suitable levels in compensation for work done. Diligence, hard work, innovation, perseverance, reliability, etc., are all good qualities to find in an employee but their presence is not a guarantee that such attributes will be recognized in wages commensurate with those employment qualities, etc. When a game is played we expect all the parties to play by the rules in a manner that is fair and consistent with the objectives of that game. ‘Competition’ per se is neither good nor bad, but, a so-called level playing field is called for. Even more so in employment, a even playing field is required regardless of the difference in power potentials between employer and employee. The basis of a good contract is a mutually accepted compactual ground for the writing of that contract that is respected and observed by all the parties. Hence the need for good faith to be demonstrated and observed by all such parties. Policy settings and/or their re-setting that demonstrate either bad faith and/or a reduced level of mis-equity should be politically named and shamed. Or, should such policies or their re-setting be necessary in a form as they currently stand then adequate and suitable forms of compensation should be entered into. 

iii.
Therefore, suitable policies and/or their incremental re-setting, in their political thematization, should observe probable consequences and redress forms of ensuing inequity in a manner acceptable to the parties in question and/or an umpire acceptable to those same parties. Well-informed public opinion also should be allowed to comment on such policy formation.

iv.
Pragmatic considerations noting how to put such policy planning into effect through the cooperation of the markets, etc. Be that through co-operative prescriptions and/or co-opted prohibitions.

v.
A consequential analysis looking into a comparative exploration of short-term and long-term effects of both current policies and their re-setting. In effect, preferring those policy settings that probably appear to enhance greater degrees of overall valuational enrichment.

vi.
The overall implementation of policy settings being examined in an existential manner by insisting on the preferable enactment of forms of positive consequential analysis that demonstrate the creation, preservation, conservation and/or meta-conservation of positive, progressive forms of valuational enrichment.

II.
The use of a rhetorical skepticism helping us to weed out inauthentic forms of textual expression and noting or replacing the same with relatively authentic forms of policy implementation that reverse, replace and restore and/or reconstruct a more equitable political-economic landscape. 

III.
Such explorations enacted above helping us to intuitively and/or formally outline those measures that need to either be non-existentially deconstructed and/or existentially re-constructed that subsequently will ensure the amplification of a process of ongoing equitableness. (101)

7.   Downsizing

Ii.
Downsizing, or redundancy, or any number of euphemisms like realignment, e.g., etc., is not something new, but, what is novel is the neo-liberal belief in a need for episodic redundancy in order to ‘improve’ the bottom line of a business. Such an ideological position has its correlative relations in the endless conservative calls for a downsizing or de-servicing of the civil service along with a demand for smaller government despite an opposite demand, by a majority of voters, for governments to do more overall. Let me define ‘downsizing’ as ‘a commercial decision made by upper management, often episodic in its explicit or implicit institution, to reduce the number of staff through either a voluntary form of resignation and/or a non-voluntary form of dismissal’. The process is often flagged before hand, instituted over a lengthy period of time, and, the imminent threat for a recurrence of this process is never ever dispelled. It could be compared to a form of ‘workplace terrorism’ executed by upper management (given that the traditional place for layoffs when the business concerned was undergoing adverse economic conditions). In its shadow, we often have staff working longer hours than the number being paid for, working at home, doing extra duties, inducing an unpleasant working environment for a number of related and less related reasons. 

ii.
Realistic considerations are rarely entertained as central to this type of commercial practice given the ideological pressures to improve the short-term profitability of the company (given such demands, share market expectations, etc.). However, in critically evaluating this type of practice we need to note both short-term and long-term horizons, what is to be gained and what is to be lost in such a process, etc?

iii.
It is true that not all staff in a business are equally productive, as in life, but different people do bring different skills to an organization. Human capital should be recognized. Moreover, the business itself also needs to maintain a concerned and caring environment for the development of true staff loyalty in this era when ‘concern and care’ is evinced but if often more deconstructed through managerial decisions…

iv.
The pragmatics of such a decision should also be observed. A variety of perspectives could be chosen – the person being downsized, fellow employees, employer/s, financial considerations both short-term and long-term, etc.

v.
Consequences, obviously, should be carefully examined.

vi.
An overall assessment, as per usual, needs to take all five factors above into consideration; be that from theoretical, practical, and/or critical point/s of view, and, in either general, particular or specific terms of reference.

II.
Given the ideological pressures for downsizing a rhetorical suspension is not without considerable merit in order to discern deeper, more aligned forms of motivation given distortions in the presentation of such a procedure. 

III.
An existential perspective would take a pro-relational point of view and proffer the benefits and non-benefits that would ensue from the pursuing of a set of possible and probable paths where this type of enaction were either enacted or not enacted in order to ‘value’ the wisdom of those processes that become enacted be that course of enaction regarded as relatively wise or unwise in hindsight. (102)

8.   De-Servicing

Ii.
De-servicing is my expression for downsizing of the civil service. Similar considerations should apply in our understanding of this type of phenomenon. ‘De-servicing’ is ‘a political decision executed by upper management in the civil service, often episodic in its explicit or implicit institution, to reduce the number of staff through either a voluntary form of resignation and/or a non-voluntary form of dismissal’. In a similar manner to downsizing, the institution that is losing such staff will also loose members of that organization who know how to operate within that institution. The loss of too many staff and/or key staff within that institution can also mean a less effective institution. Money might be seen to be saved in the short-term but both downsizing or de-servicing can be so disruptive that re-mediation can be more expensive than that thought to be saved. All too often we have apocryphal stories about ex-civil servants becoming consultants and then being hired by the same civil service at a greater cost than if they had remained in-house. We also expose the civil service to greater degrees of regulatory capture by similar serviced being supplied by the commercial world with a loss of independence, etc.

ii.
In a realistically oriented assessment we should understand, if in a position to do so, be that in general, particular and/or specific terms of reference, the real benefits and real non-benefits of proposed or anticipated changes in policy settings.

iii.
In thematizing the ideality of the objectives already outlined or anticipated motivation should be clearly articulated. One way to do this is to apply a rhetorical suspension. Other methods could also invoke various hermeneutic strategies for exposing this aspect, etc.

iv.
Pragmatic issues noting what descriptions, prescriptions and proscriptions are already in play or could be better institued. 

v.
Consequences should be clearly explored. Ideological reasons are not evidence-based per se, however, a closer alignment with an evidence-based semblance of re-positioning should be prioritized and promoted.

vi.
An overall assessment that explores the apparent merits or non-merits of de-servicing, the downsizing of the civil service, when and where exercised, should be properly outlined.

II.
The use of rhetorical suspensions being one technique for creating transcendental suspensions that hopefully can disentangle superficial statements from their deeper more aligned forms of representation… and give us access to a pro-relational, existential process of appreciation.

III.
An existential approach concentrates on those policy settings that create the conditions for the creation, preservation of current valuational formation, and, the conservation and meta-conservation of an enrichment in overall valuational formation. (103)

9.   Pseudo-Compliance

Ii.
‘Pseudo-compliance’ is ‘an expression that notes that legal forms of compliance may exist, or should exist, but, where compliance with such legislation is often minimized by various strategies from oversight, neglect, lack of funding, absence of political will to ensure this adverse distortion of the economy is rectified’.’

ii.
A realistic assessment of these ‘adverse distortions of the economy’ would realize that non-compliance with legislation is unfair and no fair on those who do comply. All redirection or re-direction in policy settings should ensue that associated forms of compliance are suitably exercised.

iii.
As noted, effective and adequate forms of compliance should also be envisaged with all policy settings.

iv.
Pragmatics should note how compliance should be observed, i.e., monitored and exercised.

v.
The consequences of non-suitable and/or inadequately exercised forms of compliance should also be critically considered, reconsidered or re-considered (in this economy of reflective compliance).

vi.
An overall assessment critically advances this proposition that policy settings need to accompanied by suitable forms of compliance (rather than be overlooked in a neo-liberal environment that indirectly or directly benefits those that engage in such non-compliance).

II.
A rhetorical suspension should expose the need and/or non-observance of compliance associated with certain sets of policy settings, etc.

III.
An existential approach, hopefully, should promote suitable forms of compliance and a refinement of the same. (104)

10. Hyper-Compensation

Ii.
It is my suspicion that hyper-compensation of top executives, upper management, and the relatively hypo-compensation at the other end of the wage spectrum of the poorest paid workers are intimately linked and exacerbated by both neo-liberal ideology and practice. Confirmation, or dis-confirmation, of this intuition I will leave to others competent to decide this issue. Historically, we have seen a similar situation with the aristocracies of Europe in the 18th century and business magnates at the end of the 19th century. A few people, and their families, wielded considerable concentrations of wealth whilst a large proportion of the population literally lived in grinding poverty hardly ever able to make ends meet with disproportionately high rents that did not relatively drop much even in times of lowered levels of employment as were periodically found during recessions, depressions, etc. Coupled with such struggles the Middle Classes and Upper Classes laboured under the myth that the poor were just ‘lazy’, whereas, in lived-reality, if every hour of daylight and beyond was not worked by these same ‘lazy’ people would have nowhere to stay and/or little or any food to eat. Today, people who should know better, are still just accepting and not questioning similar, misguided forms of mythology about so-called ‘dole bludgers’, migrants stealing their jobs, dreaded boat-people, lazy Generation Y, greedy pensioners, and so on. But, think about it, would you choose to live on what welfare is actually given to a welfare recipient? And in view of the high rents, especially in our major cities, even beyond the limits of what a pensioner could afford, would you wish to subscribe to such a tenuous existence? What with the reintroduction of tertiary fees, higher living costs, even our adult ‘children’ are finding themselves trapped in their family homes… What are the root causes of this return to these levels of mis-equity; i.e., inequity, dis-equity and non-equity? A redistribution of political-economic power from the political to the economic, and, within the economic sphere from a relatively equitable apportioning of financial compensation to a relative concentration of wealth in the top one percent of the one percent and diminishing reflection of this trend all the way down this spectrum in wages and salaries, etc., until at the bottom we find increasing forms of disempowerment and disenfranchisement… Although, in Australia, with a couple of decades with no recessions, a minerals boom, increased levels of exports along with reasonable wealth transfers in the form of welfare, etc., we have not, so far, experienced a stagnation or reversal in the overall growth of wages as has been observed for many decades in the US, e.g. However, economists are warning that we could be entering such an era. In the light of such observations and warnings, how might we explain this redistribution in political-economic power? Perhaps “we should follow the money?” Top executives are paid much, much more than top politicians. Then, top executives have overall forms of compensation may multiples of the average working wage. Moreover, this proportion has become increasingly disproportionate, many might argue, with boards, in effect, awarding themselves ever-greater levels of remuneration. Some executives are paid obscene amounts of money, but, this does not mean most executives are over-compensated. We could ask why certain executives are paid so disproportionately and we might be able to answer that certain sectors of the economy have afforded executives this ability to be so self-compensated. Such sectors usually fall within the financial orbit, or, those companies that have been able to capitalize on technological shifts towards the fields of IT, etc. I.e., in those fields dealing with money or have become exponentially more wealthy. At the same time, such competitive successfulness, reflected in elevated remuneration, within and between such economic sectors, has also been enacted in a time when the lower economic levels of compensation have been either restrained or reversed in effective terms of reference. A number of factors could be enunciated to explain both ends of this exaggerated spectrum in compensation for employment. Without arguing here, on balance, I would list a lack of transparency; privatization; outsourcing; globalization; reduced or inadequate levels of regulation and/or non-compliance with regulations; the over-use or mis-use of foreign workers; de-unionization; movement of workers from blue-collar and, now, white collar forms of employment to the service sector; continuing gender inequality in wages (especially in certain sections of the service sector); casualization of the work-force; etc. Need I say this, in essence, an incremental shift in the relatively radical re-setting of policy settings under the increasing political-economic pressures of an ever-entrenched neo-liberal ideology!? In the light of this preamble, let me define ‘hypo-compensation’ as historically high levels of remuneration as a result of relative financial self-empowerment’, and, conversely, we can define ‘hypo-compensation’ as ‘relatively static or decreasing levels in relative remuneration through a relative financial form of other-dis-empowerment’.

ii.
How do we realistically view this topic of suitable level in financial recompense? In historical terms? But, then, in which historical period should we choose. Or, should we do it on a comparative level, i.e., if the overall economic pie is expanding, then all sectors should be able to get an increase in their currently realized levels of compensation
 with some reference to historically acceptable degrees of proportionality? Obviously, such explorations need to be evidence-based before such considerations should be commenced.

iii.
To some extent, ideal trajectories in wage remuneration need to be broadly articulated in particular types of instances in line with a general social consensus. Furthermore, on balance, a living wage needs to be proposes for those who are employed and/or a wage in the form of a basic income (rather than just a universal income?) be that additional/non-additional to waged or salaried employment?

iv.
Pragmatic consideration should be drawn up that attempt to link what is already in place with how the same should be envisaged in a reasonable and practical sense. However, given that money and power go together then we could only rectify these types of inequality or wage disparities on a slow and broadly implemented incremental basis.

v.
Consequences apply whether there is action or inaction in this regard. The concept of a living wage needs to be rethought and recast, gender-based wage inequality needs to be suitably addressed, and, executive remuneration should also be approached through transparency; more appropriate bench marks, incentives, etc; for democratic forms of business governance; etc.

vi.
An overall assessment, hopefully, being instrumental in addressing and redressing such imbalances in remuneration.

II.
A skillful utilized (set of) rhetorical suspension being one way to look more deeply through textual deposition to arrive at a less ideological, more evidence-based reading of what is relatively inequitable and what modes of redress are possible in that regard. 

III.
A pro-relational, existential exploration of these questions, hopefully, should also thematize suitable forms of redress. (105)

11. De-Unionization
Ii.
A prominent aspect of neo-liberal practice, either wittingly and/or unwittingly enacted, is an emasculation of the union movement. In ‘negotiations’ for wage or salary remuneration, individual workers usually have little power vis-à-vis executives representing a business. Unions are an important input in re-balancing of this power equation. Governments also have an important role to play in these types of negotiations through setting, e.g., minimum wages, awards, penalty rates, mandatory working conditions, etc. Obviously, it is in the interest of neo-liberal advocates, either acting for their own business or as representatives for a certain business sector, to promote their own interests. An incremental emasculation of the union movement is one way to weight this field of negotiations in the favour of business. Let me define this propensity for ‘de-unionism’ as ‘a concerted effort in the political-economy for politicians (usually conservative in orientation) and/or business leaders to disestablish unions, union power, union membership, and the rights of unions to negotiate remuneration and working conditions beyond those requirements already established by regulations, etc.’.

ii.
Ideally, a balance should be sought in the political-economy both between the political sphere and the economic sphere as well as within the latter. Unions have played an important role in this re-balancing of power between ‘workers and bosses’. Political oversight should ensue that neither parties become too powerful, or, for that matter, too ineffective. However, neo-liberal proponents and supporters are usually more keen to advantage the economic sphere and those with more power within the same. A good reason for removing from the political sphere donations and other forms of undue influence. A realistic assessment would note these political-economic forces, on balance, that are out to promote an ongoing de-unionism.

iii.
Ideally, a profitable balance should be sought that progressively enriches, in all senses, all inhabitants of the political-economy.

iv.
Therefore, pragmatic considerations need to move this realistic assessment in the direction of this ideal assessment by those political-economic means that promote this practical balancing of the landscape for the negotiation of remuneration , etc.

v.
Consequential analysis, on an evidential basis, should be able to demonstrate the advantages of a more equitable political-economy.

vi.
An overall assessment would seek to find an progressively better forms of alignment between these facets of nomination and denomination, the phenomenological, the existential, the hermeneutic and positively consequential (etc.).

I.
A rhetorical suspension being one tool for exposing relatively superficial non-alignment and deeper levels of alignment.

II.`A pro-relational, existential approach reversing and deconstructing policy settings that promote a de-unionism, and, also promote an existential re-construction of the political-economy through forms of regulation that both re-promote a unionism or some more contemporary remodeling or equivalent of the same (without unbalancing the landscape for negotiation in remuneration, etc.). (106)

12. Pro-Competition 

Ii.
A pro-competitive environment favours a Darwinian-like context that over-promotes economic forms of power which, ultimately, lead to certain types of monopolies given a distortion of that interactive field in question. Monopolies, without being checked, can then set prices without due proportional regard to actual costs incurred. Let me define ‘pro-competition’ as that ‘political-economic field of interaction that favours relatively unhindered and unchecked economic growth by the more powerful players in that same field at the expense of other less dominant players and consumers at large ’.

ii.
A realistic assessment should demonstrate when and where forms of over-competition are taking place and where unchecked monopolies have arisen.

iii.
Ideally, the landscape is to be re-envisaged in such a manner where competition is present without pro-competitive distortions.

iv.
Pragmatic considerations would need to address and redress such imbalances already in place and how to create an environment that is more balanced.

v.
A consequential analysis would seek to understand the most probable consequences ensuing from certain course of action ostensibly designed for rectifying unbalanced forms of competition.

vi.
An overall assessment should seek to redress this neo-liberally inspired landscape unbalanced by over-competition.

I.
Rhetorical suspensions helping to expose ideological mis-alignment between intentions and the consequences of their enaction, etc.

II.A pro-relational, existential stance naturally promoting overall relational enrichment through rectifying an over-competitive pro-competitive landscape and incrementally instituting a more balanced competitive environment. (107)

13. Pro-Markets 

Ii.
The so-called ‘invisible hand of the market’ is an interesting metaphor and concept, but, one which should not be deployed beyond its (maximum evidence-based) level of practical employment. All too often, in a neo-liberal environment, there is a persistent political abdication that the markets will provide what guidance is necessary in the belief political intervention, generally, is not necessary. However, a marketplace remains a chaotic creature of the apparent resolution of a world of individual desire that responds to pro-competitive distortions and those moment of chaotic bifurcation and their ensuing functional or dysfunctional equilibriums that may or may not be collectively desired. Markets, moreover, have a habit of being fashionable and, subsequently, overlooking less fashionable sets of choices. Often being more inclined to cheery pick more profitable sections of the economy and avoiding less profitable curse of enaction. In the light of these qualifications let me define a ‘pro-market stance’ as ‘a semi-rational belief entertained by both politicians and economists that markets will eventually fulfill all needs and requirements through the very behaviour of that market itself without concerted forms of intervention.’ But, as noted, markets are chaotic, pro-competitively distorted, barely transparent, fashionable, seek paths of maximum profitability, avoid less profitable routes, and, incapable of being perfectly represented in terms of practical information, etc.

ii.
In a realistic assessment, we need to note when and where this semi-rational belief is framing and re-directing behaviour, policy settings, etc.

iii.
Such invocations then need to be bracketed, reversed and deconstructed, and, existentially re-constructed by noting such qualifications, forming more positive approaches in valuational formation, etc.

iv.
Pragmatic means being formulated to address and redress such mis-directions through (re-)description, prescription and proscription.

v.
A virtual and/or non-virtual demonstration of both mis-direction and positive forms of re-direction helping to outline the consequences that flow from such better, more aligned forms of understanding.

vi.
An overall assessment critically should attempt to appreciate how this ideological position distorts political-economic thinking, and, how, on a specific basis, it might be best addressed and redressed.

II.
Rhetorical counter-translations questioning key points in decision making to better expose a clearer appreciation of exhibited aspiration and the realization of the same.

III.
An existential approach, through pro-relational appreciation, would better promote the progression of those exhibited aspirations in a direction that would more successfully utilize the cooperative nature of dissemination in order to mutually advance this necessary harmonization of our projects and programs through relying on an alignment with this harmonization of our relationships rather than with the apparent integrity of the markets themselves per se. (108)

14. Short-Termism 
Ii.
‘Short-termism’ is ‘a temporal shortsightedness be that exercised by governments, companies, institutions or individuals, etc.’. Reasons for this orientation are many – from neo-liberally inspired incentives that promote short-term gain, expressed in the business’s bottom line on its balance sheet for a certain short period of time,, at the expense of long-term planning, etc. A bit like chopping a tree down now for firewood or some other purpose and not planting a replacement that could be used in twenty years from now…

ii.
Be careful what you wish for. Increased short-term profit may look good but could be at the expense of long-term profit. Hence the need for a realistic assessment of that sector of the political-economic landscape in question.

iii.
An idealization of goals, therefore, should take into account both short-term and long-term sustainability in profit, and/or some other valuational preference or set of preferences, in the re-setting of their policy settings.

iv.
Pragmatic connections between such reality and ideality being formed in such a manner that does not preferentially distort long-term aspirations. 

v.
Such aspirations being recast in the light of a critical consequentialism that is seen to suitably promote both short-term and long-term forms of amplificaiton in preferential enrichment.

vi.
Obviously, an overall assessment needs to take the considerations above into account, but, more effectively, a pro-relational assessment would better re-direct such a project or program.

I.
A rhetorical suspension seriously asking if the short-tem emphasis in question is the better or best approach to take over the longer-term, etc?

II.
An existential orientation, in its pro-relational representation of the primary relationship in question, in the light of its embedded relatedness, etc., should be metaphorically ‘asked’ in order to intuitively inquire as to which of those more probable trajectories should be preferred in relational terms of reference. (109)

15. Non-Consequentialism 

Ii.
Let me define a relative ‘non-consequentialism’ as ‘a relative non-concern for enactive consequences especially beyond the province of primary concern narrowly defined in short-term frames of reference’. Now, those people who promoted the early development of the car put farriers out of business, but, then, people working as blacksmiths would soon be able to find jobs working in garages, e.g. What is more meant here is a disregard for immediate ramifications and/or future consequences that, instead, should be obviated, better navigated, announced where possible, etc. 

ii.
A realistic assessment, as per usual, is necessary. How else are we going to interact on an interactive landscape with others if we do not know ‘where we are’?

iii.
The thematization of the idealization of our intentional aspirations also needs to be well thought out (in order to avoid an attitude of non-consequentialism and the intended and unintended consequences, etc., it might have for both us and others).

iv.
Pragmatic connections should also be formed with a view to their possible contribution to the non-desired consequences that might ensue be that for us or others.

v.
Expected consequences should be first looked at as well as those in which we find ourselves being existentially informed and warned about.

vi.
A provisional overall assessment noting the above and then modifying in the light of its existential treatment (via a rhetorical suspension or otherwise).

I.
A rhetorical suspension skeptically enquestioning a possible enactive course of behaviour (in terms of its possible and probable ramifications).

II.
An existential response being suitably examine in terms of its apparent responsibility. (110)

16. Super-Innovation 

Ii.
I would like to define ‘super-innovation’ as ‘a processes of re-direction in policy re-setting that have been enacted without due consequential analysis anchored in an evidence-based setting’. All too often we repeat our mistakes. Similarly, political parties are in the habit of doing the same. A very recent example comes to mind. The conservative Coalition in government would like to enact in the Australian Parliament legislation that would see the trial start-up of a drug-testing program for welfare recipients. Such a program has a certain superficial appeal to many voters. The rhetorical question is asked why should welfare recipients use such money for drugs… and few people would disagree with such a notion even though a welfare recipient cannot have much money left at the end of the day for such a recreational pursuit if they have to pay for rent, transport, food, etc. But why stop there… let us include alcohol, cigarette, sugary drinks, gambling on the horses, going to the movies. In such a grab for political acceptability, such politicians have trounced freedom to be responsible or irresponsible for our own actions and, at the same time, have denigrated those in need of such welfare in general. In a consequential analysis, we would find that the consequences of such a restriction of payment could lead to criminal activity like burglary, prostitution, suicide, etc. On an evidence-based position, we have seen that such approaches in the US, New Zealand, Britain and elsewhere have not worked, are expensive and, in effect, are a waste of resources that could be better spent by giving those same funds to the services that directly deal with people motivated to attempt rehabilitation. The fact that additional funds have not been earmarked for such services indicates more the ‘political’ nature of this shift in policy (rather than any concern and care for those who have a drug problem). Moreover, it is simple fact that most people who use drugs in a recreational manner do not become addicted and, therefore, stand in no need of rehabilitation in the first place. Such a policy, to my mind, is a perfect example of super-innovation, a re-direction in policy settings
 that is not well thought out in terms of a consequential analysis, is not conducted on an evidential basis let alone being properly conducted in any form of a detailed cost-benefit analysis. It has strong neo-liberal overtones through its further denigration of that class of people it treats, rather, mistreats, as so-called ‘losers’ or ‘leaners’, etc., indicating a political party still wedded to such neo-liberal distortions of reality, at least, that reality as lived.

ii.
A realistic assessment, obviously, should have an evidential basis, or, ensure it finds one through the execution of that envisaged form of policy resetting.

iii.
An idealization of the intentional objectives being aspired to needs to be internally non-contradictory and externally appropriate, etc.

iv.
A pragmatic approach looking into a cost-benefit analysis, etc., when and where suitable; both in regard to the overall policy concept and its practical modes of operation.

v.
The above also noting the need for a suitably conducted consequential analysis.

vi.
An overall assessment being made with a view to the above and its existential appreciation via a rhetorical suspension or similar.

II.
A rhetorical suspension being one way to call the received wisdom of the policy in question into question.

III.
An existential approach takes a more considered, broadly spread, pro-relational perspective in order to arrive at a more critical appreciation of such policy setting, resetting and/or re-setting. (111)

17. Denigration (of others, losers, institutions, regulations, government, rule of law, etc.)

Ii.
‘Denigration’, as defined here, is ‘a neo-liberal attitude, expressed in binary terms, that favours and divides competitive ‘winners’ from ‘losers’, so-called ‘lifters’ over ‘leaners’, etc.’. It is also a belief that overall competition in the marketplace is always good and benign, and, more effective in more economically engineering our projects and programs, etc.

ii.
But, such language is not inclusive. Given that the dissemination of our projects and programs is only through others then it is not advisable to cut ourselves off from any quarter that might be able to proffer assistance in some form or other. A realistic assessments needs to note where such exclusivity is being promoted and how that project or program might be better reconfigured.

iii.
In a similar fashion, our idealized thematization of our aspirations should be rendered more inclusive.

iv.
Pragmatic considerations should also be configured in a relatively non-inclusive sense (for a variety of reason that can be better discerned on a specific basis).

v.
A critical consequential analysis would note this need for non-discriminatory language for a variety of philosophical and non-philosophical reasons.

vi.
An overall assessment noting and bracketing such exclusive language and navigating around the same.

II.
A rhetorical suspension being a good device for exhibiting that unproductive form of bias.

III.
An existential attitude should re-encompass and reembrace the contributions that all people can make in this world as lived given the superficial significance alone of such discriminatory language. (112)

18. Hyper-Individualism (excessive emphasis on individual endeavours)

Ii.
In a similar vein, we have an over-promoted sense of the worth of an individual to perform in this world as lived. But, again, the dissemination of power is through others, and, only through others! In this light, I would like to define ‘hyper-individualism’ as ‘an unfounded, over-promoted concept that individuals can be completely independent agents, when, in truth, we can only be interdependent!’

ii.
A realistic assessment notes just how we have to depend on others in order to execute our own projects and programs through a harmonization of personal and interpersonal imperatives where we must also assist in the execution of the projects and programs of others’.

iii.
An idealistic account, that is reality based, duly noting and recognizing this input from others.

iv.
Pragmatic connections noting this need to cooperate with others through processes of both co-operation and/or co-option.

v.
Automatically, we note a consequential analysis given this necessary input from others in the execution of all our projects and programs that are better enacted from a mutual point of view.

vi.
The inseparability of various sense/s of self from being also constituted by others, and v.v., also needs to be taken into account.

II.
A rhetorical suspension needs to take center stage in order to reverse and deconstruct such misguided notions, and, proffer a pathway for existential reconstruction! (113)

19. Globalization 

Ii.
‘Globalization’ could be defined as ‘a form of international outsourcing or privatization’. ‘Outsourcing’ in the sense some of the work a company does is sent overseas. Or, as a ‘form of privatization’, when an entire business, at least in those facets other than its administration, is taken down and sent overseas.

ii.
Obviously, realistically-based decisions, hopefully, have been undertaken in order to carefully promote a form of globalization that will oversee what best suits that sector or sectors of the economy in question.

iii.
Aspirations for profit being suitably reflected upon for a variety of good reasons.

iv.
Pragmatic considerations being invoked in order to validly address the apparent pros and cons for such a decision or series and/or set/s of decisions that have had that non-virtual effect.

v.
Consequential analysis should also note, when and where possible, how responsible decisions should be enacted.

vi.
An overall assessment taking into account aspirations, profits, consequences, etc.

II.
A rhetorical suspension hopefully clarifying those aspects of a process of globalization that might need to be recalled into question.

III.
An existential attitude, ostensibly, is an attitude that promotes responsibility both locally and globally. (114)

20. Hyper-Valuation (of costs/diminishment in services)

Ii.
Let me define ‘hyper-valuation’ as ‘a practice to ever increase costs and/or diminish service delivery (either in terms of the number of procedures that apply and/or the quality of those same procedures)’. Such an attitude does find neo-liberal inspiration and validation. Often this covert policy position is hidden behind a number of plans that can be changed at anytime which makes it difficult to easily assess, comparatively, either other plans of that same company, or, any other plan from any other company in that same commercial sector in that same political-economy. Hence the notoriously difficult to both understand and compare health insurance policies, which plan to choose from an electricity supplier, which Internet plan better suits your needs and financial circumstances, etc., etc.

ii.
A realistic assessment notes and calls out such instances.

iii.
A clarification of our aspirations, and their hierarchicalization, helping us to work our way through such instances. 

iv.
Pragmatic approaches noting such instances and how we might be able to navigate around and negotiate with the same. Hopefully, getting a political form of oversight that insists such issues need to be made more comparable.

v.
A consequential analysis explores what we should reasonably expect in following various courses of enaction.

vi.
An overall assessment giving provisional assent to a certain course of action subject to existential approval.

II.
A rhetorical suspension questioning the superficial presentation of a certain position (in the light of evidence or suspicion that hyper-valuational attitude is being disseminated.

III.
An existential re-positioning, hopefully, discerns a more profitable course of enaction, i.e., one that enriches our lived-reality by navigating around or re-negotiating instances of hyper-valuation. (115)

21. Corporatization (through regulatory capture, contractual colonization, etc.)

Ii.
‘Corporatization’ is ‘the commercial capture of the political and compactual
 realms of lived-experience’. The economic sphere can do this through, e.g., regulatory capture, contractual colonization of the compactual sphere, a further re-contractualization of the contractual world, the privatization of governmental services, etc.

ii.
A realistic approach notes both this distinction and relationship between the contractual and compactual spheres.

iii.
An idealistic approach aspires to suitably balance the influence of these two spheres.

iv.
Pragmatic considerations discerning how the realistic and idealistic aspects can be connected.

v.
A consequential appreciation provisionally assessing how valuational formation, in this regard, can be progressed; i.e. restoring this balance between these two spheres.

vi.
An overall assessment opening itself to an existential appreciation through the use of a rhetorical suspension or through some other similar technique for realizing transcendental access. 

II.A rhetorical suspension interrogating apparent instances of over-commercialization, etc.

III.
A pro-relational approach existentializing the contractual dimension and instituting a balance between these two spheres. (116)

22. Hyper-Monetization
Ii.
‘Hyper-monetization’ is ‘a neo-liberally inspired concept that notes an attempt to translate everything into financial and contractual-like terms of reference. I.e., money.

ii.
A realistic assessment notes that not all things can be translated into their replacement cost, their cost of production, their apparent market value, etc., etc.

iii.
An idealization of our aspirations should also note that there are different forms of valuation, and, that a reductive reduction to financial terms often, more than likely, misses the true lived-value of that in question.

iv.
Therefore, in pragmatically confronting, avoiding or surmounting this attempt to financially cost certain aspects of lived-reality, we should be clear as to the motivation behind such translations and in what manner valuational enrichment is lost through such translation.

v.
 A consequential analysis noting what might be gained and what might be lost in such a process of financial translation. 

vi.
An overall assessment noting the above and anticipating an existential approach in order to suitably address and redress the inherent distortions resident in this type of valuational appreciation when quantities are chosen to represent the values of certain qualities. Such an approach is possible, with suitable qualifications, and, has to be both carefully argued and evidentially based.

II.
A rhetorical suspension or any other equivalent form of transcendental suspension being utilized to us transcendental access to this existential dimension of critically oriented, pro-relational judgment.

III.
An existential approach observing both the relational merits and demerits of such an approach. (117)

23. Disempowerment 

Ii.
I define ‘disempowerment’ as ‘the general, external loss of power, in an overall semblance of freedom, for the members of a minor life-world with a parallel, internal disenfranchisement in relations within that same life-world’. Disempowerment also results in a loss of ‘voice’ and ‘history’ without and within that minor life-world in question.

ii.
A realistic assessment would note what remains in place, what has been lost, and, what might be lost in this regard.

iii.
An idealistic thematization of our aspirations, in this regard, noting how such issues might be best addressed and redressed.

iv.
A pragmatic approach being thought out to connect these realistic and idealistic aspects in the relevant aspirational economy.

v.
A consequential analysis should attempt to understand the forms of empowerment to be possibly realized through instigating political processes that could re-set such disempowering policy setting, etc.

vi.
An assessment critically exploring a range of options that await an existentially oriented process of realization.

II.
Skeptical enquestioning helps to sort out superficial misrepresentations in this regard, and, hopefully, exposing positive forms of practical representation more in alignment with such aspirations.

III.
Trusting that an existential orientation will observe a more positive trajectory in this regard. That an integrated collective approach more likely finds effective forms of dissemination that eventually oversee the political will to ensure the re-setting of such policy settings that return both a certain degree of re-empowerment and a reversal in associated forms of mis-equity. (118)

24. Anti-Welfare 

Ii.
We find a blanket denigration of those on welfare, but, in instituting cuts to welfare or keeping them fixed for long periods of time, we have also see increases in prison incarceration across a number of countries. Is there a link? In neo-liberal ideology, we see a corporatization or commercialization of governmental services, etc; witness attempts to privatize the prison system, e.g. Links may or may not be drawn here, but, we do see clear evidence of a neo-liberal framing of such issues in the ways many governments have responded to welfare and the various social issues surrounding this phenomenon.

ii.
A realistic approach would correctly context such denigrational misrepresentations, explore the adequacy of such welfare, report the positive ramifications of such programs along with the evaluation of the apparent degree they might also have problematic issues such as unintended consequences, misuse, etc.

iii.
An idealistic approach clarifying aspirations; refining intentional objectives in this same regard.

iv.
Pragmatic considerations connecting these realistically oriented and idealistic oriented moments in this aspirational economy.

v.
Consequential analysis proffering possible rectifications of both perception and reality in this regard.

vi.
An overall assessment should perceive both the need and the matching of the need for welfare given an inability, e.g., to match all job-seekers with suitable employment; inadequate policies for superannuations or similar, etc., etc.

II.
A rhetorical skepticism exposing neo-liberal biases and other forms of bias in the way welfare is presented, represented and often misrepresented, etc.

III.
An existential approach would return a humanistic re-appreciation of employment; a need to help people transition between different forms of employment; invest in adequate modes of educational training; positively redefine the nature of employment and how people might find value in this world beyond just being employment or being unemployed or non-employed; in effect how they might be ‘re-employed’ in a wider sense of ‘being existentially re-engaged with-others in this world as lived’, etc. (119)


The raison d’être of this subliminal manifesto is the formation of insight capable of positively and existential re-constructing both our vision of the world and how we should operate therein. In contrast, my first two manifestoes are more interested in outlining forms of direct action needed to be undertaken in order to reverse and deconstruct the major neo-liberal discourse and existentially re-construct a more positive political-economic course. However, at the end of the metaphorical day, all three manifestoes are a call for both responsive and responsible action, etc., in dealing with this neo-liberal, democratic crisis induced by such ideological distortion in our political-economies! First, though, let me explore the overall nature of insight (instrumental in such reform/reformation/re-formation). (120)

3.
The Overall Nature of the Insightful Economy


In exploring these forms of neo-liberal bias, etc., we need to note both the relatively specific nature of the situatedness in question and the manner we wish to focus upon the same through noting how we wish to frame those considerations. In invoking an insightful economy, we need to note what is to hand (as in an aspirational economy) and how through a carefully chosen re-framing of those same considerations we are able to develop an insightful existential difference through that act of re-framing. Making, in this regard, a distinction between merely reiterative reframing that is relatively non-insightful generating and a more informative process of suitable re-framing that does make an existential difference in this regard. To this end, to assist us in understanding this process of insight formation, I would like to propose the following explorative matrix or matrix of exploration. (121)

I would envisage this matrix of exploration as a grid with dimensions of 3 x 4 by specifying four sets with the following three members:

    General considerations 
    Particular considerations 
    Specific considerations

    Political (theoretical)
    Economic (practical)
    Stylistic
 (critical)

    Self-reports


    Other-reports

    Relational reports

    Past orientation

    Present orientation

    Future orientation.


That, by specifying where in this matrix we would be more able to compare like with like, or, develop transitional or transformational rules that would allow us to go from one section to another, or, how parallels could be drawn between some of the vertical, horizontal, or diagonal elements of this grid, etc. E.g., how do we relate the particularity of meta-textual genres as kinds of functions in which we can then specify certain logical subjects (as objects, states, subjects, communities, etc.), operations, etc., within a specific representative description of the situatedness in question. Or, e.g., how do we go from the political to the economic spheres (via the process of policy formation, etc., the use of a civil service, etc.). (122)


Interestingly, we can both focalize and de-focalize in this same grid by understanding the intentional economy that integrates the same. Hence this non-absolute contrast between differentiation and integration. One way to perceive this aspect of integration is to realize a more multi-dimensional, holistic like way of seeing these elements of this matrix. E.g., self-reports could be both past, current and future in orientation. Or, I might prefer to link specific with a phenomenal-phenomenological orientation, particular with hermeneutical orientation, and, general with (a non-systematic sense of the) existential, but, more correctly, there is no reason for not also linking, individually or equally, say, the specific with the hermeneutic and (the non-systematic) existential, etc. The purpose of this grid helping us to focalize on these elements and their interrelationship. I.e., to both differentiate and integrate such insightful explorations be they generally investigative, particular analytical and/or specifically examinational. (123)


How do I envisage the functioning of an insightful economy? One immediate candidate is through invoking this concept of an informative re-framing. But the invocation of an ‘economy’ suggests three points of insightfully productive inputs as well, of course, as the overall economic re-assessment that follows from the relatively informative re-iteration of that economy rather than its relatively non-informative mere reiteration (where we remain, basically, with former inputs and whatever insights were obtained through its previously arrived at insights as realized through spontaneous provocation and their ensuing circulation as traces, traced out impressions, etc.). Let me explore this concept of an insightful economy. (124)


As just noted, one way to create or provoke insight is to insightfully re-frame whatever you wish to be insightful about by carefully choosing a frame of reference, i.e., by supplying a different meta-textual set of genres of behaviour and or re-writing a relevant con-text for re-framing, in order to find that insight to-be-found and provoke the same or similar kinds of reading in other, for-others. We can see this shifting of contexts (through re-con-textualization) in the telling of a joke, e.g. We are set up to read the telling of the joke one way, but, before we know it, we find we re-read in another manner and find that this provoked and provocative transition as humorous. (125)


Or, we can treat religious texts, through their rereading, as provoking religious insight by reconstructing the viewpoint of the religious adherent or potential religious adherent. A Christian text, or set of texts, e.g., by their insisting upon the sinful and finite nature of mankind might induce a sense of self-perception along those line, but, and once this anxiety is induced, then supply a form of salvation, say, through prayer or faith, perhaps a sense of being reborn’ or ‘being saved’, etc. A process, I am sure, that will need to be re-iterated rather than merely reiterated. Similarly, in the Buddhist world, a self-perception of ‘ignorance’ (avidya) once induced can be ‘overcome’ through a desire for enlightenment (nirvana) or the proposal of a pathway that will eventually remove you from these cycles of despair (samsara) that are motivated by mislaid desires fostered by this deeper sense of ‘ignorance’, etc. Again, the very texts that induce such dis-ease or discomfit and provoke an intention for salvation, I am sure, will continually need to be insightfully re-iterated rather than merely reiterated. That, in the religious sphere, in whatever tradition, I am sure, a similar attitude could be maintained with respect to the iterative practice of ritual, namely, its need to be engaged through re-iteration, in an attentive sense, rather, than merely being mindlessly reiterated as if by rote. However, as noted, an economy, given my treatment of it as the circulatory domain between three dialectical moment, has these same three points for provoking a potentially productive process of insight. In this light we can add to insightful re-framing two other forms of insight-productive input which I envisage as, namely, the adding of relevant facts (or finding the re-confirmation of those already assembled), and, a more closely discerning the e/valuation profile of the mix of values apparently exhibited when such discrimination is introduced and provoked by some means or other (say, by asking rhetorical questions, looking for metaphorical comparisons and/or instituting provocative narrations, etc?). Let me give examples of these three forms of insight provoking inputs. By supplying a relevant frame of reference, in a process of informative re-framing, insight can be provoked (just as in a joke we quickly, if not suddenly, find a new way of seeing what is being stated to begin with). Or, we have, e.g., the classic psychological experiment in intentional inattention or inattentiveness where people are to watch a video of a basketball game are asked to carefully count the number of goals scored in a section of game. In concentrating on a counting of goals scored they almost always overlook the presence of a person in a gorilla suit who walks into the midst of these players and joins them. When the same video sequence is repeated and they are told to look more closely at the game overall, they then see the gorilla. Many viewers on seeing this same video a second time think it is a different video; that they are being tricked How could not see this gorilla? It is almost as if they need to be videoed watching this first video, and then seeing it repeated, to prove to them that they were watching the same video. Now, in this anecdote we could say that in their second seeing of the video and their then seeing the gorilla in the midst of these basketball players, that they are now experiencing a moment of insight. All the information was there, yet, it was just not recognized on a first viewing. But, with recognition, now comes this insight that this is there to be seen, albeit on a second re-seeing when prompted to look in a different way from a mere counting of goals scored. We could also treat this process of insight, the seeing of the person in a gorilla suit, as the perception of a crucial recognition of an additional fact, namely, this game was being played out with an additional person on the basketball pitch, namely, this person dressed up to look like a gorilla. The recognition of this additional fact changes both our perception and our perception of our having already looked at this video without seeing this gorilla as being present on a first viewing. As an example of a third form of insightful input we could note personal examples of how under closer scrutiny we realized things were not as they initially seemed or were described, as first thought, but, on deeper reflection, deserved to be read quite differently. For example, we could merely relay some recent, controversial sets of comments by President Trump and let people believe them at face value, if they wish, as intended by this person, before pointing out how he has also diametrically contradicted himself be that in that same process; in the same sequence of utterances, or, between a set of utterances made at different points in time to different or similar audiences. E.g., President Trump is forever decrying so-called ‘fake news’ and yet he fed that form of misreporting with his persistent dissemination of the birther controversy; in his reiteration of the false claim that ‘President Obama was not born in the US’. Conveniently, changing his mind in his running for the presidency. Such mistruths, lies, deceptive language, serial contradictions… continually expressed by Trump, to my mind, indicates a person who has not thought out a coherent set of moral positions and, therefore, presents as a person who will say anything for short-term gain even at the expense of long-term credibility. Surely, such will end sadly for this President given the scrutiny he now deserves to be under and which has already revealed the dishonorable tenor that habitually stamps his characteristic modus operandi and of which, it would appear, we can expect no better!? So, therefore, an insightful economy can be promoted and provoked through a suitable process of re-framing. In the basketball video with the gorilla, ask people to carefully count the goals actually scored and they are less inclined to see the gorilla, but, when told to look for anything unusual they would immediate see the same. Then, the addition of new facts can also provoke insight. E.g., a certain politician in the Australian Parliament found out, when informed by a journalist, that because his father was born in a certain country this politician had dual citizenship which then meant they were not technically a member of that same Parliament according to a literal interpretation of the relevant section of the Australian Constitution. One little fact, in this instance, making a radical difference to the status of this elected representative. Furthermore, a closer reading of the apparent valuational complexion of a certain text or set of texts can also promote or provoke a form of insight when we come to critically understand that appearances can be deceptive, and, that an alternative reading, in that instance, would be a much better one to hold as a result of such reflections. That, in all instances of insight, we are found to have a richer reading of that productively placed under such insightful scrutiny. With this idea or an insightful economy to mind, what are we allowed to say about the process of insight itself? (126)


I would like, provisionally, to define ‘insight’ as ‘a significantly informative, differential contrast’ able to be re-produced or re-presented through reiterated re-iteration. Let me explain. (127)


Insight is an economic product where reiteration realizes a process of ‘re-iteration’ that is relatively radical and novel; i.e., produces information that is relative new and interesting through this chaotic semblance of re-direction. I am arguing there are three ways we can arrive at insightful input, namely, relevant facts that change the direction and ramifications of the narration in question; as a process of framing that is insightful in such a manner that that changes the direction and ramifications of the narration; and, a relatively in-depth re-appreciation of the values enunciated in a set of texts that changes the direction and ramifications of the narration. ‘Ramifications’ being seen as ‘immediate implications and future consequences’. Let me demonstrate these three pre-conditional forms of insightful input. (128)


We could imagine a murder inquiry where the main suspect denies murdering the deceased, denies being at the crime scene, etc. Fortunately, for this inquiry, the murder weapon is a gun and that is found near the crime scene. Moreover, it is owned by the main suspect, it has his fingerprints and only his fingerprints on it, and, his mobile phone registers him as in the vicinity of the crime scene. These facts, both individually and even more collectively, re-write the course of that murder inquiry. Even if this prime suspect did not actually murder this deceased, still, for reasons to be explained they obviously lied. No doubt a circumstantial case can now be made that might convince a jury of the guilt of this most probable suspect. It also means that other ‘facts; need to be rendered as consistent or inconsistent with those facts whose confirmations that are more evidentially based, etc. The insight revealed here is the prime suspect has most probably lied about their non-presence in the vicinity of that crime scene and so those inquiries can now apparently proceed in that direction on a firmer footing, etc. (129)


Re-framing, when it promotes a more informative understanding of a situation in question, can also be seen as insightful; as a methodical tool for insightful appreciation. An insightful framing being seen as ‘insightful’ when the insight produced re-produces a different way of interpreting the situatedness or type of situatedness in question in such a manner that is productive of a greater degree of e/valuational formation in our appreciation of that in question. E.g., we could imagine a situation where a novelist in Communist China writes a novel that notes, in passing, a character in that novel traveling to a main railway station in Beijing and notes how pleasant it was to note the smell of oranges on sale at this railway station. Now, most readers would know that at that time the workers’ paradise, the Communist government at that time, could not get oranges sent to Beijing for sale. A simply informed reader would realize the point of this observation was being satirically ironic. It sailed passed the censors and could not be excised in the next reprinting of this novel given the loss of face the censors would have experienced if, effectively, they had admitted their mistake at having not excised this comment in the first place. Now, a later reader of this novel might not be aware of the relevance of this observation. On the other hand, people who used that railway station in that period of time were only too aware of the contextual significance of this ironic observation and satirical impact it would have for them. Today, we can understand the significance of this seemingly innocent observation by having it re-contexted for us in such a way that the apparently intended relevance of that ‘observation’ is outlined in such a manner that the point of this comment is better appreciated.
 (130)


A third way of producing/re-producing insight is to critically re-read the values that appear to be present in a set of texts and, therein and thereafter, exhibit a deeper reading of that set of texts. The confusing plethora of texts emitted by President Trump would make for an interesting case study in this regard. How should texts emitted by this person be read. Given that this person obviously plays hard and fast with the truth it follows that we should not ever read his statements on a superficial level presentation or at surface level where what is said is merely taken at face value. This person, this president, has said he is against racism, and, yet, there are many other statements and forms of behaviour that could well be read in an opposite sense. But, we find this systematic presence of contradiction in many other areas of concern where we would expect the projection of a certain semblance of ethical rectitude and consistency. However, what consistencies we do find or suspect, often in a deconstruction of his own more politically correct statements, may well lead us to surmise that what Trump really stands for is very little other than a lengthy list of his own prejudices, but, very little in the form of a moral ground beyond an inchoate sense of self-preservation? Of course, I would be very happy if history were to contradict my assessment in this regard. However, along with a global sense of despair we are becoming less optimistic that such a low opinion will be successfully undermined. No doubt his spokespeople will try to put a positive gloss on his presentable statements, yet, out of the same mouth of this person, we find an ongoing process of deconstruction that makes such attempts as futile and pathetic… that such a person would be defended is done in a vain effort to make moral sense of he who seems to make little ‘moral’ sense. Now, the point I am making here, is that through a close reading of the values expressed in a set of texts we might be able to find a more insightful appreciation by discerning underlying trends that contradict more superficial readings implied in those same texts. E.g., we might meet a person who says that they ‘love us’ or ‘like us’ but if we also find them clenching their fists or a gritting their teeth or scowling at us I am sure most people would read such signs as considerably deconstructing the verbally expressed text. Indeed, such insight might be a good basis for disconnecting with this person as quickly as possible. That, through such deeper reading a different, a more cogent reading, would be seen as insightful and a better basis for formulating any plan of enaction in the light of such revealed information. (131)


These three approaches are not exclusively separate and may well be productive of greater level of insight when mutually enacted. We might suspect what a person is saying and find facts that support that suspicion. Then, with that suspicion we might look for facts that could support that suspicion be that in a confirmation or disconfirmation of facts either to hand or those that could be brought to hand. Then, those facts, either old or newly received, may well provoke us to re-frame their reading, or, that we need to more closely re-read the values apparently resident there be that on a superficial level or on a more intrinsic level of presentation (representation and re-presentation; in this representational economy). (132)

As stated, I have provisionally defined ‘insight’ as ‘a significantly informative, differential contrast’ able to be re-produced or re-presented through reiterated re-iteration.
 I have implied that insight is productively produced in a manner that can be re-reproduced. I have noted three ways that can individually or collectively promote, if not provoke, insight. That, in effect, insight is a deeper reading of that in which insight has been realized be that our intention or otherwise. The core of this definition notes that we need a significantly informative differential contrast. I.e., in our comparison pre-insight we now find a contrast in positioning that is ‘significantly informative’ with the implication that this has ramifications that are now different to that position approached before that successfully arrived at process of insight. In our anecdote of the prime suspect we find additional facts mean that the justice institution is now in a position to better prosecute its case. That those facts, in effect, have reframed both their interpretation of the statements of that chief suspect but the case as a whole be the ensuing interpretation one that when texted in court could be seen as being correctly or incorrectly held. It has also meant that the statements of that prime suspect have needed to be more closely read in the light of the fact that they now seem to be very much implicated, directly or indirectly, in that crime in some manner or other. Indeed, a confirmation or disconfirmation of some of those claims now need to be texted in the light of these new facts, this new evidence no to hand. Of course, insight might seem to have been realized but to what extent is such insight that which also has to be valid, based on a truthful reading of facts, etc., to remain a process that was insightful and not merely the illusion of being ‘as if insightful’? Let me briefly explore this conundrum. (133)


For a start, any apparent insight cannot be absolutely false and its entailed arguments cannot be completely fallacious and entirely false. Just as an absolute lie can never be told since to tell a lie the truth must be disseminated but with a few aspects tweaked in order to form the lie. The world must be represented in accordance with current conventions otherwise the lie could not be understood. In a similar manner insight cannot be completely mistaken. On the other hand, an insight should be a better representation of the world as currently understood. But, we win some and we will lose some, but, hopefully we win more often than lose in this regard. Therefore, we should extend our provisional definition of insight to note that insight should also be ‘a true or valid representation that presents an understanding of the world that is more aligned through its insightful re-presentation’. But, an apparent insight that is found to not be such a true or valid representation at least when re-read in an insightful fashion proffers insight in and through its refutation. (134)


The question now to be asked is ‘how is apparent truth(fulness) to be determined even if its provisional truth determination is later reversed (in an act of meta-insightfulness?)?’ (135)


With reluctance, I feel I need to invoke what I call an ordered philosophy. I.e., a heuristic device that can be treated in either a linear format or a circular format where truth overall or final determination needs to follow a six-stage process; which can be approached in either a cognitive sub-format or a trans-cognitive transcendental/judgmental sub-format. Simplified, this trans-cognitive sub-format is as follows:

First order:
Pre-essential; non-integrated essential judgments. E.g., square-circles.

Second order:
Integrated essential/aesthetical judgments. E.g, red circular shapes.

Third Order:
De-ontological judgments. E.g., duty, honoring agreements.

Fourth order:
Pragmatic judgments. E.g., being efficient/effective with money.

Fifth order:
Possible/hermeneutic judgments. E.g., possibility, probability/genres, etc.

Sixth order:
Actual facts. E.g., factual facts like Caesar crossing the Rubicon. (136)


The subliminal checklist, as a heuristic device, could be interpreted through this ordered lens along the following lines. The first order is essentially nominative, naming without immediately implying an integrated set of semantically applicable descriptions. An integrated description is essentially second order given that form of semantic integrations. So, e.g., ‘Father Xmas’ is the name of a mythical person who lives at the North Pole, wears a red coat and has a white beard, and gives gifts, etc. Such a person might exist, given that we can imagine this person as having existence; since we find their picture on Xmas cards, but, as most people know this person is only an imaginary person. Therefore, we could say, as a possibility, Father Xmas has a fifth order status but not a sixth order status. However, ‘the myth itself of Father Xmas’ has a sixth order status given its cultural currency in the contemporary mythology of many cultures. Now, we could say that Father Xmas would be a bad person, would be a bad Father Xmas, if he were to be non-imaginary person who gave live grenades to children to play with. Or, he could be treated as a very practical person if he were a non-imaginary person who gave food to children that were starving. If he were to do that, he would also be a very good person and given a positive third status. (137)


One raison d’être behind this progressive heuristic scheme is the idea that for a fact to represent a true factual state of affairs at some point or period in historical time it must be both essentially integrated internally, as the conceptual content of an ideational process (in a transition from the first order to the second order), and, be externally integrated in a coherent system or body of facts as a valid representation of that fact (in a transition from a fifth order to a sixth order). (138)


By treating the sixth order as the gestalt background of the first order we can envisage a circular format. That about the first, second and sixth orders we discern phenomenal-phenomenological e/valuation. Hermeneutical e/valuation being centered about the fifth, fourth and sixth orders. (Non-systematically oriented) existential e/valuation being centered round the third, second and fourth orders. (139)


In continuing to read this subliminal checklist against this ordered scheme how might we view realistic e/valuation, idealistic existential e/valuation, pragmatic e/valuation, consequential e/valuation, etc? Realistic e/valuation maps a sixth order appreciation of actual facts. In contrast, an idealistically desired, possible state of affairs can be seen as mapping a fifth order. Pragmatic considerations mapping the fourth (trans-cognitive) order.
 A consequential analysis can be seen as that transition that takes us from a fifth ordered status to a sixth ordered status along with the ramifications of such a transition, i.e., its immediate implications and its future consequences as determined in a probabilistic setting taken as actual or to be actualized/or was actual at some point of period in time. (140)


Admittedly, this does sound complicated, however, the principles are very simple once understood. Effectively, the truth status of that in question is explored intentionally and resides, in its characteristics, in that order to which it has progressed but can progress no further. So, we can declare any atomic concept as possessing a first order status but a certain concept, like that, e.g., of a ‘square-circle’, that cannot be essentially integrated, as only possessing a first order status. In contrast, the concept of a ‘red painted circular shape’ could be treated as possessing a second order since surfaces can be envisaged as semantically possessing a colour, say, red. In contrast, if we were to treat an integrated essential concept with spatio-temporal existence then we give to it a fifth order status. If we were to then regard that firth order item as being a true fact, as having had factual existence at some point or in some period of time, then we can ascribe to a factual sixth order status. Therefore, an ordered analysis is a form of analysis that ascribes the type of truth conditions that would apply to a characteristic member of that specific order. So, a sixth order fact must be something that exists, has existed and/or will exist. We could still declare such existence as provisional, but, at the same time some facts are more factual than others. That Julius Caesar crossed the Rubicon is a practically assured fact (for a number of historically important reasons given the ramifications of that fact) but that he had porridge that morning is a ‘fact’ that could only be substantiated as only having a high probability if it were the case that Roman armies were in the habit of eating porridge in the mornings. That Julius Caesar had porridge that morning only has a fifth order status (if an historian can show that Romans eat porridge; otherwise that ‘possibility’ could not even possess a fifth order status given that it could not possess a second order of status [if it were the case, historically, that no Roman person ever eat porridge]). (141)


By such calculations and machinations, truth determination can be assessed through an appreciation of the ordered status of its representative proposition or representative set of propositions. I will argue that truth determination, basically, is a determination of that type of alignment that is thought to be present or not present and is found to present or not present in line with such expectations. So, given Father Xmas is only a mythical person with fifth order status it means we can never shake hands, as a fact. with Father Xmas. On the other hand, if I were a Roman who met Julius Caesar I could have seen and talked with him. However, even though Julius Caesar and the author of this critique, myself, both have a sixth order status, still, our relationship with each other that entailed sight and speech, cannot have a sixth order status for obvious reasons. But, again, it would be a true fact to state that the Julius Caesar and myself have never met and could never meet in life. Moreover, that truthfulness, of a specific order, is only attached to representative propositions and not otherwise. (142)


Where are we heading, you may well ask? Towards an understanding that insight is the discernment of an apparent alignment between propositions and their truth determinations given the apparent presentation of their situatedness. That in an honest act of insightful discernment, such determination is never merely predetermined nor merely ascribed, but, argued for on certain suitable grounds expected to apply to that apparent type of determination being insightfully appreciated. So, if I were to be watching a beautiful red sunset I could point this out to a friend walking beside me who could see this same vista. But, if I were to ask if they saw the beautiful red sunset yesterday they would have had to have seen it to answer that they saw it and, yes, it was a beautiful red hue (given the fire brigades were engaged in back burning in the nearby forest). (143)


Alignment, but alignment is between what? Different forms of representative propositions as entertained either subjectively and/or inter-subjectively. We can also regard this process of alignment through re-alignment as both quantitative and qualitative in orientation. E.g., in our factual examination of a certain historical event we would be wise to examine all relevant eyewitness accounts and appreciate to what extent they concur or don’t concur (and how non-concurrence could be accounted for). In a qualitative sense, e.g., we might intuitively note or phenomenologically observe the relative modal richness, in a characteristic spectrum, a certain examination might possess in line with overall expectations. So, a dream apple might ‘taste’ very nice in a dream, but, still, may well be found unable to meet overall expectations that would be expected to be met in some conventional form of apple-like correlation, i.e., an apple-like experience as encountered, recognized and engaged with as might be met in a non-virtual apple experience with an apple phenomenon. Just as, e.g., an imitation wax apple could be touched like a non-virtual apple but we would be unwise to try and taste it. Then, in a similar manner, an apple phenomenon is also entertained and discerned in terms of its non-ripeness or ripeness or whether it is still edible or rotten, etc. Ideally, the prospect of eating an apple usually entails the expectations of being able to eat a non-virtual apple, that is edible, not unripe, is not rotten, and, hopefully, fully ripe. So, in an appreciation of our textual reports about a certain apple-like phenomenon we hope to find this form of alignment, namely, that it is a non-virtual apple, that is edible, not unripe, etc. (144)


Now, if we were to simply compare an ordered analysis with an aspirational analysis we might find the following to be a philosophical puzzle given that an ordered analysis, in a linear or circular format, proceeds, say, from a fourth order pragmatic modality to an idealized semblance of possibility, in some form or other, to an actual realistic factual state of affairs, whereas, conversely, in an apparent absolute contrast, aspiration is read to work from the real to the ideal through the suitable invocation of those pragmatic features that assist us in factually realizing that ideal form of intentional objectivity? However, there is no real contradiction here given that in any transformation in our lives as lived we always start with what is to hand, i.e., the relatively real and actual, and, then we proceed to realize our intentional objectives through effective and, hopefully, efficient means that are pragmatically found to hand that would then allow us to do that. In effect, we travel from one realized non-intentionally oriented state to some other via our intentional envisualization of what steps are need to be pragmatically invested in in order to arrive at the intentional realization of that objectivity should that be possible. However, in a representative understanding of transformational identity, effectively, we proceed from one sixth order state of affairs to another, hopefully, in alignment with the motivating intent behind our desires, aspirations in that regard, etc. (145)


In a similar vein, how is the hermeneutic topic of ‘possibility’ to be better appreciated given its ordered gradations from mere conjecture to actual realization through points of possibility, probability, potentiation, etc? In this regard we could observe possibility as being spread across our six orders and where the sixth order is either the effective realization of our intent or an acceptance of what has, is and/or will factually present itself in some point or period of time. Let me examine this treatment of this topic of possibility in more detail from an ordered perspective. (146) 


As mentioned elsewhere, I could imagine myself walking on the surface of the Moon in my birthday suit. However, I know that would be impossible for a number of reasons. Even if I were on the Moon, having traveled there, I could not walk on that surface, completely naked, for a number of reasons; because there is no air there to breath and before my first attempt to breathe I would have exploded given that on Earth I am subject to the pressure the atmosphere has exerted on myself and that pressure on the Moon would be absent. Correctly, we need to qualify such first order possibility with the fact that this type of event is impossible for the reasons as noted above. So, when fully understood and appreciated as impossible we would know that this particular type of situation could have no second order of existence. In contrast, I could imagine myself walking on the surface of the Moon in a properly pressurized and sealed space-suit, with an adequate oxygen supply, and, correspondingly, that type of event could be given a second order of existence. Hence virtual impossibility now becomes virtual possibility. ‘Virtual’ because this situation is merely being imagined. In a cognitive format, this virtual possibility could now be entertained in the conceptual time and space of an ideation process and hence its third order cognitive status. Moreover, this type of conceptual process, given its spatial and temporal configuration, could also be entertained in a perceptual mode, albeit as virtual act of imaginative perception and thence its corresponding cognitive fourth order in cognitively ordered status. However, this possibility is most improbable, and, so, its fifth order in cognitive status is ‘possible but highly improbable’. On the other hand, if I were to travel to the Moon and were properly outfitted with a suitable space-suit, the effective pre-conditional potentiation
 of this possibility could then render this event as a sixth order actual fact. Then, having walked on the Moon, the propositional representation of this event could be ascribed a sixth ordered cognitive status. (147)


In a transcendental or trans-cognitive format, i.e., a judgmental format, a third cognitive order of conceptual ideational possibility becomes a de-ontological form of e/valuation (where one might ask should I walk on the Moon
), and, a fourth order perceptual entertainment or perceptual-like entertainment becomes a matter of pragmatic realization (as to how effective and/or efficient is this process of my walking on the Moon given that I have a working space-suit, know how to operate the same, etc.). (148)


In an aspriational economy, we are going from one factual state of affairs, through a process of an incremental, non-chaotically oriented transition and/or a non-incremental chaotically oriented transformation, and arriving at another factual state of affairs, hopefully, in an alignment with a realization of our intentions. In an ordered perspective, we are examining its pre-conditional configuration in order to correctly ascribe its ordered status be that in either cognitive and/or trans-cognitive terms of reference. (149)


Such philosophical diversions aside, we can see that insight is a process that critically notes, intuitively and/or formally, intentional constitution represented in a propositional format delineating the constitutional arrangement of the internal and contextual elements as found represented therein. Moreover, the correct delineation of its alignment between its pre-conditional elements, its internal conditional configuration and its context of appreciation (i.e., it’s parallel proprositional appreciation of its con-text) along with the relevant judgmental ascriptions would articulate the general, essential, overall intentional configuration of the situatedness in question. One important judgmental ascription is that of an accurate truth determination. In this regard, on all matters of trans-cognitive, judgmentally ordered assessment, a true truth determination automatically implies that we have successfully ‘migrated’ from one frame of reference to some other in accordance with those rules for a successfully realized ‘true’ process of transition or transformation. Broadly speaking, we might see a process of transition as a bit like merely ‘walking to the swimming pool’, whereas, in contrast, a process of transformation is a bit like ‘getting undressed and then going for a swim’ (unless we entered the water with our clothes on and only tried walking in the shallow end without attempting to swim).
 Obviously, insight, truth determination, the determination of a realized act of alignment… are all important facets in this critical process of appreciation. Indeed, we could take a Tarskian definition of truth (to task) by noting that a proposition of meta-level n+1 is true iff that same proposition is found in meta-level n. Or, in an ordered equivalent, e.g., an envisaged lighting of a match is true iff the match was (successfully) lit; albeit the fifth ordered status of the possibility of the match being able to be lit taking a meta-status of n+1. In this metaphorical light, the successful transition to a higher order being read as the positive truth determination of that in question. (150)


Truth determination, as indicated above, can be regarded as a transition or transformation from a possible state of affairs, with a certain type of possibility and its/our migration to another state of possibility (if not actuality when dealing with our appreciation of sixth order phenomena), and, where the truth of that transition or transformation is confirmed through some process of appreciation be that direct sense perception, indirect testimony, and/or logical inference or similar. E.g., I lit that match; I was told the candle was lit; and, as I found the candle was indeed still burning I assumed it was actually lit with a match taken from that matchbox sitting on that table beside that candle. But, truth determination always implies that we could be wrong in our determination… just that we cannot be wrong in all of our truth determinations. Moreover, all truth determinations will present themselves with varying degrees of assuredness that may or may not be ascertainable to a sufficient degree. So, e.g., I see the candle burning and must safely assume it was lit (by someone) even if I do not know by whom and with what… or for what reason, etc. (151)


‘Insight’ could be seen as ‘an appreciation of this process of representative alignment’. E.g., I am hungry and look at the apples in the fruit bowl in the kitchen (and not the ornamental, simulated ones in the dining room). I see six apples. I look to see which one is ripe or not so ripe, estimate how edible they are. The chosen apple is tasted and I find I concur with my estimation… finding it very sweet, crunchy, and dripping with juice when I go to bite into it. ‘Insights’, therefore, could also be seen as ‘correctly appreciated, i.e., truthfully discerned, propositional representations’. E.g., the fifth order expectation that this apple is sweet was found to be correct giving this propositional representation, then, a sixth order in status. In our confronting this world as lived I have found wax apples look like apples but do not smell like apples (and I am sure do not taste like apples). That some apples are unripe, others are ripe, some are over-ripe and will soon be rotting. With such a semantic understanding of this world I make my progress through this world by generally being able to discern a representative alignment that seems to accord with the reality of our lived experience. A form of experience that is also intimately conjoined with the insights of others as expressed individually and collectively through a variety of texts, and, through the living reality of languages themselves (and how they semantically divide this overall World-of-Life; the same given ‘flesh’ in everyday experience as we pass through a plethora of major and minor live-worlds and interact with their even greater variety of discourses to that extent that we find we have a sufficient degree of access through processes of translation, comprehension, etc.). (152)


‘Insight’ is ‘seeing to what extent a propositional account can be both aligned and found to be in an accord with the apparent reality of its situatedness’. In effect, an alignment between text and con-text facilitated through an accord between text and meta-text(ual genre conventions that define [pragmatically] how that alignment is to occur in the context of its situatedness [and our discernment of its essential con-textual configuration]). Much of this finding an expected alignment is done without much thought. A bit like reading a novel as we skim effortlessly through it, but, then, to come across a passage that has a one or more words you are not familiar with or you know the expressions but are not clear as to what they exactly might mean. You could read on and find context tells you what you need to know. Or, you might stop there and either consult a dictionary or Google the same. Then, with such a clarity of understanding, the passage in question now takes on a transparent (non-textual) aspect (assuming that that text is both well-formed and not corrupted in its transmission). (153)


An understanding of the phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential aspects of insight is one thing, but, its dissemination is another. Just how is insight disseminated? When I see the setting sun looking very red I can point it out to others, who I am sure, will understand that it is the unusual colour of this specific sunset is what I am pointing out in my pointing towards this setting sun. Of course, most probably, I make the point of this pointing out even more transparent by expressing the focus of my observation. Hence, we are given the explication of my implicit meaning and significance being enacted in my act of pointing. The meaning is understood, and, the significance is noted through finding more than that merely being meant as apparently being intended. We find the intensity in the redness of this setting sun something to marvel at. This significance being better understood when we hypothesize a process of back-burning in order to lessen the severity of bush fires in the coming Summer; given the proximity of this quantity of fuel to nearby property and infrastructure. Just how might the dissemination of insight be propagated? (154)


The dissemination of apparent insight, to be insightfully obtained, necessitates this suitable alignment between texts, etc., that in being enacted effectively re-enacts a similar process of insight formation. So, to a friend beside me, I point to the setting sun and note how beautifully red it is to day. My friend looks up and expresses their concurrence on this topic of conversation. But, this alignment is not just between texts but also between meta-texts (i.e., genres and con-texts) and non-texts (as textual simulations). So, we find an alignment between my pointing and my associated statement noting the beautiful redness of this sunset. In a perceived act of pointing we do not just look at the fingers our stretched but also the apparent intent behind their being outstretched. We note what is being said. We note that the act of pointing is being apparently intended. We note the context of that act of pointing and perceive the nature of that situatedness seems to invoke a con-text of significance being pointed to. In a similar manner, this subliminal checklist is designed to re-translate such terminological points of focus from the glowing and gloating nature of the major discourse of neo-liberalism to an acceptance of a critical discourse that observes or suspects a long-term trend for a growing inequality and adversity in the workplace, marketplace and home space. How might such insight be provoked if people have such concepts already to hand? By setting up such communication in such a manner that a process of re-translation is entered into rather than a mere process of reiterated retranslation. (155)


However, a careful process of distinctly re-directed re-translation needs to be set up. As noted in these three critiques, we can either exercise a two-stage process of deconstructive reversal and reconstructive replacement and/or entertain a suitable process of existential re-construction. Let me explain. This subliminal checklist lists various terms that cut across a number of discourses. E.g., we have a neo-liberal promotion of privatization as found in the current major political-economic discourse, and, the relatively embryonic contra-neo-liberal de-promotion of privatization being argued for by proponents of that same major political-economic discourse; which currently continues to persist through the continuing dominance of that neo-liberal form of political-economic ideology. The neo-liberal treatment is privatization is that it is all good, a more effective and efficient way to do business in the political-economy. On the other hand, proponents of this practice argue that it is often promoted by those who will profit from such blind acceptance, by others, of such a practice, and, that any careful form of examination should reveal it to be usually more expensive in the long run for the inhabitants of that political-economy in question. So, a non-proponent of this neo-liberal practice might negatively illustrate how expensive processes of privatization have been elsewhere in the political-economy, especially over the long-term, and, positively promote a process that stops privatization and reinforces the possible profitability or less-expensive cost of that program arguing for a continuation of its governmentally exercised non-privatization. Or, if a process of privatization is found to have some merit, that its exercise is constructed in such a manner that restricts excessive charges and the means by which such mandatory compliance is going to be both monitored and enforced. Or, we might consider how to review, i.e., re-view, the neo-liberal practice of episodic redundancies to enhance the appearance of a so-called bottom line usually over the short-term (of an accountancy cycle). By taking an existential tack and demonstrating the inhuman treatment of workers involved in the pursuit of this form of policy and by co-demonstrating how damaging to profitability such a practice must be over both the medium-term and long-term horizons of that business, institution or governmental agency, etc. A short-term enhanced profitability might appear on the bottom line of that organization’s financial accounts, which may be good for preserving or magnifying the levels of a bonus scheme, still, through a loss of organizational memory through staff attrition, staff unhappiness, further staff turnovers, a diminution in organizational morale, etc., profitability beyond the short-term more often than not stands to be damaged. If upper management, shareholders, stakeholders, etc., were to be made more fully aware of such workplace adversity promoted by such neo-liberal ‘terrorism’ would such representatives wish to remain associated with such an inhumane establishment? Perhaps looking at such upper management in such a manner that might soon render them as redundant given their callous, non-existential ways of managing that organization. Just who would want to remain associated with an organization that so obviously mistreats its workers… and in the process dismissing all misplaced neo-liberal claims for so-called ‘productivity bonuses’ etc., in the light of such inflicted adversity, worker disgruntlement, loss of an institutional memory and the obvious promotion of an organization disloyalty given that institution has failed in suitably looking after the very welfare of its own staff (and, one suspects, most likely quite contrary to the mission statements and mottoes disseminated by that very same organization). Some companies, in the world of accountancy, e.g., have a recurrent and abhorrent policy of decimation, regularly reducing their workforce by one tenth, when they equally express how their institution is a team happily working together for the benefit of that institution and the community in which it finds itself. (156)


Hence these two ways of disseminating ‘insight’, i.e., by deconstruction, criticism, reversal and constructive replacement, and, a double demonstration of the non-existential and the existential in the hope that an existential transformation is instituted increment by increment until such a time is arrived at that a positive existential transformation can be clearly observed. As these two types of technique are not antithetical but complementary, so, both styles of resolution should be adopted and adapted to the situation to hand. No doubt, being hopeful in this regard, a successful demonstration of the relatively non-existential nature of past and current organizational practice could drive and promote the ambition, as an imperative, for the institution of better forms of work practice. (157)


In effect, this checklist attempts to redefine neo-liberal practices and policy settings in the hope that such a process of redefinition with negative connotations becomes a positive process of insightful re-definition; where things are seen anew, afresh, and, more proper, appropriate and apposite forms of behavioural response are found to ensue in such a manner so as to ensure an overt demonstration of such responsibility and institutional authenticity (and not merely be presented and represented in some form of non-aligned public relations process of short-term institutional spin). (158)


Before, looking at these two manifestoes as a way of critiquing neo-liberal ideology let me now explore the relation between the perceived alignment of insight and the process of valuational formation. Let us ask, in the form of a contragrammatical question, just what is the value of insightfulness and the insightfulness of value? (159)


As might be implied by the form of this contragrammatical question, in effect, I am arguing for an equivalence between insight and value (valuational formation) (at least on a judgmental, trans-cognitive, transcendental level of apposition). (160)  


Elsewhere, I have broadly examined ‘value’ under the expression ‘valuation’ since I include three facets to its formation, namely, identity, functionality and value. ‘Identity’ is textually centered in first ordered semantic atomicity with secondary second ordered molecularity in the acceptable integration of semantic units, and, sixth order actual facts (from which, through atomic analysis, we get our semantic first ordered units and the rules for their acceptable molecular integration
).
 ‘Functionality’ is centered on the fifth order and is concerned with the hermeneutics of meta-textual genres and con-texts. To function, in intentional term of reference, we must first invoke a genre of behaviour and then adapt it to the situation to hand. Genres are necessary for both the ‘writing’ and ‘reading’ of behaviour thence their dual functions of both enacting and interpreting intentionally directed behaviour. Whatever assist in this function, in improving functionality, improves this ability to both form and inform the directing of such patterns of intentional behaviour that realize their intentional objectivity (as thematized in an aspirational economy centered on the priority of an intentional economy). This facet in valuational formation, centered uion the World moment, is primarily centered on the fifth order with secondary adjuncts in the pragmatics of the fourth and the factuality of the sixth. ‘Value’ formation concerns non-textual simulations and is centered upon the Ego moment which is coincident with the third order of the de-ontological along with its adjuncts in the second order of the aesthetical and the fourth order of the pragmatical. Whereas the Object pole or moment is focalized on dissonance in its orientation and the World moment is de-focalized on a background of consonance the Ego moment is primarily concerned with resolution; i.e., harmony be that de-ontological in scope and/or aesthetical and/or pragmatical in complexion. Although these three forms of value are distinctive in their presentation we also need to note their common origination in this intentional economy from a trans-cognitive, judgmental perspective, and, hence, their ability to be suitably cross-referenced in a critical appreciation of lived experience. E.g., in building a bridge, a good bridge designer would invoke not only a de-ontological sense of duty to build a bridge that is safe but also build one that is relatively economical to build and, hopefully, a bridge that is also found to be aesthetically pleasing. Or, e.g., would, indeed, should we pay to see a play, or even attend it if were free, if we knew beforehand that the main protagonist, wittingly or unwittingly, was actually going to be murdered on that stage. I am hopeful that many people would find that morally repugnant even if they had seen the simulation of many murders; be that on stage, at the cinema and on television. However, it is true that the Romans did go to see such a spectacle, and not too long ago people went to watch an execution such as a hanging or a guillotining, e.g., but, today, one must hope that audiences would not accept nor permit the commission of such a realistic performance. At the end of the day theatre is more about simulation, be that realistic, idealistic or surrealistic in orientation, and, not the actual commission of a real event per se? (161)


Value treated in this broader sense as a process of valuational formation, therefore, includes ethical de-ontological value, aesthetical value and pragmatical value in both ethical and practical senses, as well first order identity (along with its molecular arrangement and re-arrangements), hermeneutic possibility (in all its varieties) and factual e/valuations (and all inter-ordered configurations of these six orders as noted above). Such valuation, moreover, is both evaluated and valued through its valuation. That, furthermore, such e/valuation is enacted in and through the requisite economies concerned with that systematic form of appreciation. A great painting, say, is just paint pigments painted on a canvas or some other surface and, in this respect, is not much different from a painting painted by a child using similar materials. However, the contextual economy of the relevant art-world will value paintings in accordance with a variety of criteria that could include the recognition of an artistic talent, individual creativity, the dictates of a current fashionableness, etc. The important implication, to be noted here, is that all forms of value, realized in processes of interactive valuational formation, essentially, are an economic product; i.e., one that is realized in the relational space between the objective, inter-objective, subjective and/or inter-subjective forms of interaction involved in patterns of encountering, recognition and engagement. A number of other implications should also be drawn. That valuation is a form of judgment (whose contours can be configured in accordance with their ordered orientation/s). That, also, valuation is both a product and a process realized through interaction and therefore centered or based on an intentional economy with all that that entails (such as e.g., overall transcendental suspensions, hermeneutic circles, processes of harmonization, etc.). Last, we should also note that valuation, to some considerable but variable extent, is virtually reiterable, and, that a general consensus can be arrived at through forms of apparent re-iteration should such distinctive patterns of harmonically directed re-direction be articulated through such communicative simulation. (162)


People pay a pilgrimage to the small painting of the Mona Lisa, even if now it is sited too far to be seen close up, yet, it is also the fate of great works of art to also be neglected, fall out of fashion, still, not everything that is neglected is worthy of our re-attention. It is this potential worthiness that is to be found in communicative simulation. A process of simulation that is arrived at through processes of re-simulation. The discerned value of such discrimination, realized through a critical process of appreciation, is the objective value or valuation to be objectively discerned through such critical appreciation. Thence this concept of communicative simulation wherein an objective form of valuation can be addressed and re-addressed by both our individual selves and others that then allows us to form a consensus of opinion in this regard. Admittedly, as a work in progress, but, nevertheless, as a process that can deliver a similar form of insight for those who carefully attend to the apparent uniqueness of such specific situations or the commonality of particular types of similar situatedness. So, we may carefully look at a certain painting, but, we also do so because there is a art-world of paintings. Then, along with such life-worlds, we find rules there for our interaction therein through the manner of our encountering, recognition and engagement, etc. The re-simulation of a process of harmonization, discerned both therein and there between, communicating the apparent insights to be found in our common expressions of a consensus should that consensus be able to be formed.
 (163)


At this point we also need to note that communication, as a process of insight, be that either with oneself or between our self and others, is only arrived at in a process of alignment. In common, conventional understanding communication is the process of sending an intentionally written signal whose inscription is transcribed by a receiver who then reads that communication if that process of transcription is effectively enacted through a process of re-transcription aligned with that process of inscription. However, from a relational perspective, communication is only arrived at when that alignment between sender and receiver is effectively co-related and the significance of such communication is insightfully recognized above and beyond the (material sense of that) mere inscription per se. E.g., one crook could be speaking to another crook on their mobile and mentions, in passing, that his hens laid six eggs that morning and after breakfast he still has two left. Now, the Police, who were monitoring these calls, as yet do not realize that the true intent of this communication is nothing to do with hens and eggs but is code whose import is understood to mean that six thousand dollars was stolen and the other person’s share was ‘two eggs’, i.e., two thousand dollars. When these two crooks both understand this intent, are in an alignment with each other in this regard, can we say that communication has been communicated through the realization of that process of alignment and its appreciation. The Police, on the other hand, do not experience that degree of alignment but may eventually twig what is being conveyed by that code when it is recognized to be a code and what is being conveyed by that code. (164)


Communication is a process of insight realized through an appreciation of a process of alignment. I.e., alignment is discerned through a process of re-alignment. Moreover, that realignment is communicative and insightful when such realignment is directed in distinctive process of re-alignment that is insightfully channeled in that re-direction of its distinctive re-re-direction. When we look at the Mona Lisa, e.g., we see an enigmatically smiling face. We look again and we see again this smiling face, and, thus, this interpretation of this painted surface as a painting of a face is continually re-confirmed. By such a process of insightful confirmation we find, indeed, that we are looking at a face and, moreover, a very beautiful face at that. Of course, the reception of this painting is a lot more involved that just seeing a face and our contextual awareness of its cultural setting/s and history are also important in how we can collective see it and, therein and thereafter, find a certain inter-subjective degree of general conformance or acceptance that this work of art is ‘an important work of art’; whether we accept it or reject it as a ‘great work of art’. (165)


In our passage through this world at large a number of factors conspire to assist us in our coming to experience these processes of insightful alignment. E.g., culture, language, inter-subjective genres of behaviour, tropic articulations; where we are set up through rhetoric, metaphor and processes of re-directed harmonization to process such re-iterable processes of discernment, and, perhaps our awareness of these devices, more often than not, then keep us on the straight and narrow path of these insightfully discerned communications and processes of self-directed insight, etc. That such ‘performances’ can then be viewed as ‘intentional performances’ because they can be re-iterated; be such re-iteration enacted either virtually or non-virtually. That patterns of alignment can then be viewed as a process of realized alignment by virtue of the fact that they can be re-iterated and found to be re-iterable in a similar sense because the significance discerned in such iteration is, itself, found to be re-iterable as well. Like, e.g., the occasion I discerned that I could walk another route more directly to point C rather than heading from point A to point B and thence to this destination C. Moreover, this same insight could be repeated, and, hence its confirmation through being able to be re-iterated. (166)


In this regard, we could tentatively or provisionally suggest “that the ‘value (or valuation) of alignment’ is the ‘alignment of value (or valuation)’” is on par with our also saying “that the value (or valuation) of insight’ is the ‘insight of value (or valuation)’.” I.e., that (from a transcendental, trans-cognitive point of view of judgmental evaluation) that insight, alignment and valuation are but dialectical facets of the same phenomenon, namely, the judgment or evaluation of valuation. That to this mix we can also add the equivalence of truth determination and harmonization of intent, etc. (167)


In this transcendental ‘light’ of the trans-cognitive nature of judgmental evaluation how should we view this apparent equivalence between alignment, insight, truth, harmonization, e/valuation, etc? Then, given these grounds for insight formation just how is insightfulness disseminated (in order to understand, e.g., the intentional purpose behind my proposal of a subliminal checklist to help us to critically appreciate the defects of a neo-liberal ideology and its agency as a primary cause for adversity and inequality within the political-economy)? Moreover, in this same vein, to what extent is insight existentially oriented or not existentially oriented, and, how can such insight be instrumental in a positively productive process of (non-existentially oriented reconstruction and) existentially oriented re-construction? In this same regard, how is insight to be insightfully disseminated in an existential manner? (168)


As previously implied, insight is an economic affair; i.e., discerned in and through the suitable functioning of the requisite economy. Let me explain. We could define ‘truth’ as ‘correctly apperceived alignments’, and, where ‘correctness’ can be defined as when that alignment is found to be re-iterable through some form of suitably successful re-alignment’. I could ask myself “do I have enough change in my pocket to buy today’s newspaper?” Now, I am certain that I have just over three dollars in my pocket, but, to check this belief I count my change and realize I have four dollars exactly when all the coins are counted. I have enough to buy this newspaper. This belief is confirmed in the newsagent’s shop when I hand over the amount needed to buy this paper. Now, although truth might be defined as a form of value, whose ascertainment is realized in a process of judgmental evaluation, still, it primarily occurs in a form of meta-discernment to the extent it finds that truth condition associated with a certain form of ordered discernment to be correctly re-iterable. Putting questions of the e/valuation of truth conditions in a process of truth determination to the side, we can now focus on the economic ramifications of e/valuation. If you were given the opportunity of being given the painting titled Mona Lisa (La Gioconda) to own and display on your walls or a very well done copy that reproduces this painting which would you prefer to choose? The real Mona Lisa or the well-painted copy? I am sure most would choose the former even though having a world famous painting on your walls might be a prospect most of us approach with some trepidation. Or, imagine the following variation. You are given the opportunity of either accepting that very well-painted copy of the Mona Lisa complete with a very ornate frame or the work of one of your children or relatives as yet not framed. In this situation, many of us might actually choose the painting that has more sentimental value given that it was painted by a member of our family. In these choices made by people, those choices chosen are not the same choices that others would necessarily make given that people come to these works of art in a variety of attitudes. So, in this regard, the apparent economic value, i.e., that economy wherein we find value for our own self, need not be the same for others, although, it is also true to say that a similarity of economic appreciation is present in many forms of economic phenomena as can be seen from the world of fashion to what sells well in the national or international art markets, etc. How, then, do we recognize this inter-subjective economic aspect that might or might not be associated with its presence in this world as lived? Through the manner of its presentation and to what extent this presentation is an integral part of its commodification. An important painting at the end of the nineteenth century was usually given a very ornate and expensive frame. Then such an important picture would more than likely be sold in a ‘gallery’ rather than some pretentious ‘shop’. Semiotically, we are being told that this is an art work and not merely some ordinary painting or reproduction. In a similar manner, insight is disseminated or ‘sold’. We are set up to view such insight through a variety of stratagems, through some form or semiotic announcement be that process trophic in orientation and/or commodified, to some degree, in some format or other. E.g., in music an ending is hinted at through the use of semi-codas, and, often ended in some form of a full coda. Or, we might pay to hear and see a great singer, etc. In a similar manner insight can be co-disseminated through the application of a certain suitable genre of behaviour that guides us as to how the world is to be seen through its lens. Through the use of various clues and cues we are led as to how we are to interact with that in question. This is a table in front of which we sit down to eat. That is a chair upon which we sit when eating at a table, etc. This is food we eat as announced by the packaging, and, again, by the plate upon which it has been placed. This is the bill that needs to be paid at the end of this meal in this restaurant. Our conformity with such situational phenomena being arrived at through the knowing manner of our interactions, and, where our suitably displays of behaviour are reinforced through these processes of concurring re-alignment. (169)


In many ways, insight is not the mere result of the apperception of a successfully re-iterated process of re-alignment. Let me demonstrate this in the following anecdote. A rather simple person of a very trusting disposition is assailed by two members of sect out proselytizing for new members. They point out to this simple soul that this blood red sunset is a sign that the end of the world is near, and, that to receive a place in heaven we must be seen to be generous before the Divine. They ask this person for some money and this person replies that they only have five dollars which is enough for them to get a cheap meal near the main railways station. But these two religious people tell this poor person that as it is ‘the end of days’ they won’t need to eat and that it was better to give and give now. This soul, now five dollars poorer, until their pension comes through the next day, will have nothing to eat but happy in the thought that they will soon have a place in heaven. Now, a kind bystander, believing this person was tricked by these two religious sect members, asks this person if that were the case. This simple soul answers and confirms this kind bystander’s suspicions. The bystander asks how much this person handed over and whether they have any money left, and, why they handed over their last five dollars. “They said I have reserved a place in heaven,” said the simple soul, “that the end of the world was near as evidenced by that blood red sun.” The bystander asks, “that is a beautiful sunset, indeed, and, have you seen any like that before?” The simple person answers “yes.” The bystander then again questions this person by asking did the world end when you last saw a blood red sunset just like this one?” The simple soul answers quickly in the negative. Then, immediately adds “so, I was tricked!” The bystander notes that our sight is not turning things red, that the Sun only looks redder, but, that as the air is thick with the smoke of burning eucalyptus trees be back burned at the end of Winter it is the smoke that is making the setting Sun look ‘blood red’. The trusting person is then asked, if they could smell the sweet smell of burning eucalyptus trees, and this simple soul answers in the affirmative. They then exclaim “so, that is why the Sun looks so very red! We are looking at the sun through all that smoke!” Then, crestfallen, the bystander notes how dejected this simple soul looks having now realized he has been so thoroughly duped. The bystander then exclaims, “it cannot be the end of the world after all, we should be happy and celebrate. Let me shout you a coffee and one of these specialty pies in this restaurant here. It is much nicer to have a meal with someone. Will you join me?” The face of our simple soul brightly lights up and gladly consents to having a meal with this kindly bystander. (170)


Admittedly this anecdote is contrived and set up to make a point. But, in truth, we are all simple souls and on other occasions, sometimes, sadly, we can also be deceptive before others. ‘Insight’ is not only ‘seeing a correctly apperceived re-alignment’, but, also, the relatively radical re-alignment of a set of alignments, as a new frame of reference or format, where this overall process of re-alignment realizes and releases a greater degree of value in and through the forming of that new format’. So, our simple soul remembered seeing other blood red sunsets and that none of them signaled the end of the world on those occasions. Then, they realized the reddened sunset was the result of smoke from back burning on the edges of this city. That, in this instance, a ‘blood red sunset’ did not mean ‘the end of the world’ and only that there was smoke on the horizon from back burning. Quietly, though, this person was still hopeful of a seat in heaven but was also hoping that that would not be too soon. (171)


To some considerable extent insight is constructed for us. Our simple soul was informed that ‘the blood red sunset meant the end of the world was nigh’ and that ‘they should be generous before the sight of the Divine’. Who are we to say this interpretation and insight is right or wrong? On the other hand, to what extent is it iterable? Furthermore, how much more ‘insightful’ is it than the input merely supplied before hand? How insightful is the ‘insight’ that appears to have little value above and beyond that introduced beforehand? On the other hand, the hypothesis of smoke better explained the fact of the reddened sun and that, indeed, there was smoke present as it could be smelt. Moreover, every previous blood red sunset had not seen the end of the world. We can also suggest that insight can be bought or merely arrived at through asking the right questions. This anecdote also implies that insight, along with its confirmation or disconfirmation, can also be an inter-subjective affair, something that we can share with others. That rightly, insight, directly or indirectly, is constructed by others for-us, and v.v. Let me examine this necessary inter-subjective dimension. (172)


Insight can also be dangerous. It is socially constructed, if only through genres of behaviour, but, insight also often needs to be socially supported. Our simple soul was none too happy to realize that it was not the end of the world, that they had not bought a seat in heaven, and, that they had been conned out of their last five dollars and were going to be hungry all night; not being able to buy that cheap meal that they had intended to purchase very soon. Luckily, this good Samaritan took pity on this simple soul and was there to support this trustworthy, but all too trusting, person. (173)


Apparent insight can be experienced in either positive and/or negative aspects that frame our existence with-others, before-others. It either affirms what we already believe or affirms something new, or, it demolishes our belief and faith in something we formerly held to be true. It also needs to proffer a relatively greater degree of an existential excess or surplus in valuation that that merely invested in its process of interaction. The apparent ‘weight’ or significance of this process of insight reinforcing its reinvested semblance of truth determination. Furthermore, it should have the provisional appearance of being correct, and, as something that can be re-iterated in some form or other in order to reassure ourselves that we have made some form of insightful progress in that same regard. But, then, again, what is insight for one person may appear to be a lack of insight to some other. It all depends on the quality of that evidence that appears to support such insight through re-iteration, and, the authenticity of its framing along with the apparent nature of its motivation as to whether it deserves to be deemed relatively insightful or non-insightful (within the interpretative frame of reference such assessment is being made) (in conjunction with the apparent fruitfulness of such representation, etc.). (174)

Taking notice of the above, just how is this subliminal checklist a device that could be instrumental in insight formation? Let me closely examine what ramifications are implied here? (175)


‘Ramifications’ has been defined elsewhere as ‘immediate implications and future consequences’. We could say that all insight received as ‘insight’ has ramifications. In effect, insightful ‘insight’ proffers a greater sense of significance that as an insightful process validates that insightful content at the expense of that being disvalued by that same insightful process. As already noted, the contestment of a major discourse can occur on two levels, namely, on a non-pro-relational level of exposition (without reference to the existential) through processes of deconstruction and reconstruction, and, an on a level of existential exposition through processes of existential re-construction. Neither approach need be antithetical, and, can be harmonized by those mindful of their intentions to positively re-e/value those relationships addressed and redressed by such re-e/valuation. The latter orientation, essentially and ideally, attempts a positive existential process of re-construction that oversees our support and promotion of those relationships entailed within its domain. A current major discourse is there for a set of good reasons. It proffers a sense of significance greater than that merely invested in that type of process. If a minor discourse wishes to successfully contest a major discourse then, obviously, it has to proffer a greater degree of valuational formation. To depose a major discourse is a bit like boiling water or melting ice. We do not have a level playing field. The minor discourse has to do more ‘work’ to compete ‘equally’ with the major discourse that can blindly frame what counts for a question and what counts for an answer to only that same type question. To depose a major frame of reference, a type of phase change has to be engineered in order to demolish that mental set controlled by that major discourse and which, more or less, is unable to see the anomalies it is not able to resolve on its won terms of reference. The integrity of a discourse is a complex form of metaphor that imagines the world in its own image, but, like all metaphors it cannot be exercised beyond its metaphorical levels of theoretical deployment, practical employment and critical re-deployment. Useful on its own ground, but, a heuristic device with limits that should be respected, and, when necessary, replaced with more suitable terms of reference. Interestingly this contestment is always going to be an incremental affair. Even in the midst of the dominance of a major discourse insightful processes can chip away at the hegemony of that dominant discourse. No discourse will hold sway for ever. Anomalies will be overlooked to begin with, but, at some point in the future, a better frame of explanation will take over and re-construct that problematic landscape in its own image. Then, problematic issues will be framed in its own light. For about five decades or so a neo-liberal discourse has ruled the roost. A major discourse is a major discourse for a set of very good reasons.
 One of those reasons is that it has successfully supplied questions and answers that have seemed both valid and valuable. We have to accept that all major discourse, and minor discourses as well, proffer insights, and, that if we wish to replace a specific paradigm we have to offer a better discourse able to proffer better insights, insights that appear to be more significant and value-forming for the communities to be affected by that type of decision making. (176)


History presents us with many instances where, through contestment, paradigms have changed. We still talk about the Sun rising in the morning and setting at night, e.g. The visual ‘evidence’ seen was a powerful weight on making this transition to a heliocentric vision of the Solar System. However, in time, the weight of evidence from a scientific point of view, reached through consensus, was enough to overcome the apparent weight of our visual way of seeing the same world. (177)


We see a similar contestment over the reality of global warming. In recent Geological time, we have just left, more or less, four periods of intensive global cooling, i.e., ice-ages, and in the last century there was much speculation about whether this type of phenomenon could return and return sooner than we think. But, much scientific field work has been done and the new consensus is overwhelming – that we have to fear more a period of hotter temperatures and the apparent causation and consequences associated with the same. Baring a sudden asteroid impact or a massive volcanic explosion we are heading headlong into an era where temperatures will be getting even hotter. With such evidence to hand and an interpretation that cannot escape this apparent fact, that temperatures are both definitely rising and accelerating and it is only sensible to investigate just what could be done; i.e., as debated, those measures to incrementally de-carbonize the overall global energy economy (such as a movement away from coal-fired generation of power to renewables like solar and wind along with better ways of storing the same, etc.) and to institute practices that promote sensible forms of resilience (such as the suitable planting of trees, redesigning our cities and domestic architecture to more efficiently minimize the effects of increased temperatures, etc.). But, it is obvious, that moving from one paradigm to another is not a painless transition. A transition that is clearly being de-accelerated by the weight of vested interests – contrary to the better interests of those who do not have such a vested political-economic stake in the infrastructure associated with that now contested paradigm. On such a parallel, we could argue that neo-liberalism is similarly being contested, but, that with much of the political noise, often from the so-called Left, now being emitted that is sympathetic to a contra-neo-liberal approach one must wonder if we are on a tipping point in this regard or whether the inertia of current models of political-economic thinking are and will still rule this world for a lot longer until a much more radical political landscape forces politicians and non-politicians alike to seriously change ship so to speak. Abandon this neo-liberal ship, but, to board what new vessel of thought is the question that will need to be asked? A nationalistic populism, a renewed sense of racism and its apartheid, anarchy, ideological forms of terrorism...? Or, will sensible minds collective engineer and fashion a great ‘ship’ that people can sail upon and find a diminishment of political-economic adversity and a productive reversal of inequality? (178) 


In regard to both truth and significance we need to both differentiate and integrate the same. There is a difference, e.g., the significance of the Sun rising in the morning, and doing this each morning, seems to give much weight to the idea that the Sun is actually rising every new day. However, after a hard and protracted struggle, and some people being murdered along the way, we no longer ‘see’ the Sun as just rising in the morning and realize, once we understand, that as the Sun is relatively stationary w.r.t. the Earth then it is our horizon that is shifting.
 In this regard, the empirical evidence of a ‘rising and setting sun’ is overruled and the weight of other forms of evidence is appealed to. Such evidence being scientific and whose weight is accepted once a consensus is realized. Such consensus then automatically supplying a major status to this theory of a heliocentric Solar System. (178)


Interestingly, imagine if the metaphor of a moon that looks like a ‘pale, round blue cheese’ being seen as just that, namely, a large pale blue cheese. Once a metaphor is literalized, the ensuing ideology has a tendency to tie itself in knots. A cheese floating in the sky, what cow or cows supplied its milk, who would have done the milking and where was this cheese made, etc., etc? Obviously, not literalizing the metaphor would be a much wise move to make, or, rather, not make…
 (179)


In many ways, it is a wiser move to take nothing at face value. To look at what might qualify a position, to be skeptical without being negative in this regard. Hence the central, essential role of the overall transcendental suspension in the critical exercise of judgment, indeed, in the role of passing a critically enacted process of judgment. Let me briefly outline what is involved in this insight into the nature of judgment itself. (180)


We could say that there is no real point in conducting a critical process of judgment if we were merely going to confirm what we already believed to be true for whatever reason or reasons. In my reflections on the trans-cognitive nature of judgment I perceive the rhetorical dimension as having a part to play in the dialectical dance that appears to constitute the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. I have argued elsewhere that the material for judgment needs to be conceptual input by virtue of their phenomenology (given that such vectors can be both integrated and differentiated in a cognitive representation of a relationship as the preconditional material for an act of judgment). But, as the act of judgment is between, within and/or from such cognitive-conceptual material it follows the process of judgment must be trans-cognitive, trans-conceptual, i.e., transcendental (to the cognitive nature of intentional constitution). But the act of trans-cognitive judgment delivers a cognitive(ly translated) judgment and so can then, in turn, be represented and  referred to. I have also argued that a binary perspective is not capable of delivering what is required in this type of intentional act (or for that matter in any form of intentional process, albeit as represented in and through metaphorical terms of reference, given the dynamic nature of this modeling). As a harmonic process we need three moments, namely, consonance (rhetorical), dissonance (metaphorical) and resolution (as the balanced interactively resolved relationship between the former), and, then, treating all three moments in a state of ongoing balance (since too much or too little of any of these three dialectical facets results in the experiential cessation of that represented relationship in question).
 Asking a question invokes a rhetorical suspension, and, answering a question invokes, at first, a metaphorical reply. But, both the asking the question and answering also needs to be a state of balanced suspension and, hence, this third moment that arises from the balance of the first two. The overall suspension continuing through a dynamic balance of all three moments. A dynamic balance that arises through a subtle privileging/de-privileging of these moments in this dialectical dance just outlined.
 This same overall suspension being respectively mirrored in the overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension that notes wholes, parts and wholes-and-parts (or in a gestalt form of modeling that notes background fields, focus, and, the transcendentally subjective nature of the appreciation of this same background-focalized relationship in question). Thence the dynamic nature of the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. Again, ‘transcendental’ only by virtue of its trans-cognitive orientation. (181)


In effect, the apparent invocation and imposition of an overall transcendental suspension does two things, namely, the mirroring of the act of judgment and the attempt to critically rectify the progress of that process. In virtual terms, that progression could have been enacted by yourself and/or someone else either dead or alive, or, not yet born. Because the transcendental possibility of such thought is ahistorical and timeless. Triangles remain triangular whether thought or not. In non-virtual terms of reference, we attempt to conduct a critically rectified process of intentional enactment by attuning ourselves to the essential, intrinsic implications of that enacted enactment and the essential spectrum of future consequences that would most probably devolve from such enacted enactment… to that extent such probable development can be intuitively expected. Obviously, a more insightful economy should have a better understanding of such situations and their most probable present implications and futures consequences. That the critical, insightful economy must integrate a number of other economies such as the intentional, representative, enactive, consequential, etc., as well as exercising and balancing the phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential economies, etc. (182)


There are many ways to invoke, indeed, provoke an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. Asking a relevant question or by posing a rhetorical question that enquestions what is already to hand (utilizing a dis-conjunctive suspension as an introduction to the suspended economy). By metaphorically treating what is already to hand; since a metaphorical ‘like’ is ‘both like and not like’ (utilizing a conjunctive suspension as an introduction to the suspended economy). By equally weighting both a question-and-answer. By a process of bracketing of prejudgments/prejudices, or, running an eidetic reflection (that explores the potential boundaries of that atomic or molecular identity or set of identities in question). By invoking a global suspension that suspends the evaluation of that in question in the manner of its enquestioning, etc., etc. In reality, every act of judgment is enacted through a process of suspension, and, from a lifetime of such iteration we can intuitively learn how to slow down and freeze any specific judgment within these more critical terms of reference. In effect, representatively mirroring the relationship of the situatedness in question by questioning the situatedness of that relationship under examination (in both its embracement and emplacement, etc.). Then we find an existentially oriented freedom through such a suspension by suspending that very act of suspension its self… (183)


Basically, the critical exercise of the overall suspension moves us towards the existentialization of our appreciation of that situatedness in question, and v.v. by re-defining our appreciation of its existentialization given the distinctively different nature of existentially oriented insight versus non-existentially oriented understanding). I.e., by shifting us towards a more appreciative understanding of a pro-relational perspective along with an experience of those existential hallmarks and existential indicators of the existential orientation that reinforce such ensuing insightfulness. Indeed, this existentially endeeped appreciation of the situatedness in question, rightly or wrongly, reinforces its truth determination regardless of whether such truth determination is rightly or wrongly determined. Fortunately, like in the telling of a lie, the truth has to be outlined first in order to tweak it in a few small details, in order to then tell the lie, similarly, truth determinations are usually progressively more truth revealing than truth concealing… and an open existentialization of our understanding, through the invocation of a series of critical suspensions, usually opens us up more to a representative alignment with what is actually being represented through such existentially oriented processes of re-presentation (of that represented presentation to hand). In effect, steering a course that, progressively, becomes more aligned with the lived-reality of our being in this world as lived. (184)


Paradoxically, but only on first thoughts, through the continual ubiquity of judgment, we can say “that suspensions are both inescapable and escapable” (through the very need for continual acts of judgment, and, that those suspensions have to be suspended in order for enactment to proceed, otherwise, indeed, we would be eternally trapped in the suspension!)! (185)


When we shift the center of our attention from a self-orientation and/or an other-orientation to a pro-relational attitude of respectfulness for the relationship itself, and that dynamic overarching relationship of ‘being pro-relationally respectful’ we are promoting an existentialization of that judgmental process.
 (186)


The existential economy, born in and through the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension, in effect, is both critical and insightful. ‘Critical’ in orientation through the suitable utilization of this suspension, and, being open to its insightful findings and revelations. ‘Insightful’ to the extent those ‘findings’ are a reconfirmation of what is already to hand, and, ‘revelations’ to the extent we are provoked to seeing things both differently and with a greater degree of unravelling signification and ensuing significance. Such significance reinforcing current, relevantly associated truth determinations (as noted previously, be that rightly or wrongly although we must presume more the former given our ongoing critical receptivity to becoming more aligned with our embraced and emplaced economies, etc.). As already noted, besides the workings of the existential economy itself, we have three avenues for promoting insightfulness, namely, re-factualization, re-framing and re-e/valuation (i.e., re-valuation through re-evaluation, and v.v.). Let me reexamine these three avenues. (187)


The expression ‘essential’ has two interrelated meanings. A first sense is phenomenal-phenomenological; i.e., determining what is experientially necessary in discerning the identity of that in question. So, e.g., water is somewhat tasteless whereas salty water is brackish to the taste. And what is ‘salty’ is ‘not sweet’, etc. In a second sense, it is meant that with the addition or subtraction of such essential inputs we will automatically make a difference to our critically enacted processes of judgment. E.g., Steven was very much in debt to some rather unsavoury people. He was found dead, having died from a single gunshot to the head, the gun still beside him. It looked like suicide and a ‘suicide’ note was found on the nearby table. However, the detective in charge of this case noted the author of that letter, in the handwriting of the deceased, had signed his name ‘Stephen’ and it quickly became clear to them that this was not a suicide but, more likely, a case of homicide. The crucial deciding factor devolved around why that signature was misspelled. Was the author, Steven, either faking a murder or telling us he was about to be murdered? Stay tuned… let us say, for an economic solution to this puzzle that Steven never owned nor had access to a gun and so he must have been shot by someone else (because you do not give a gun to a person you are about to have killed lest, instead, they shoot the instigator of this intended crime). The point being, in this second sense, that the presence or absence of a certain fact or set of facts can make an essential difference to our critical understanding of that in question. (188)


As noted, we have three ways to provoke insightful appreciation of the situatedness in question. The first of these is re-factualization, the addition of essential facts (and the related subtraction of relatively non-essential information). In the contrived anecdote just related, we find the author of that ‘suicide letter’ misspelled his name. Why? Hopefully, an assembling of other essentially related facts, as an integrated context, may be able to disentangle various possibilities and alert us to the most probable interpretation to be taken up in that regard. This leads us into our second avenue of insightful input, namely, re-framing. (189)


There can be no form of appreciation without some form of interpretative framing. Often, a suitable approach in re-framing can be quite insightful (almost by definition) (rather than merely reenacting a similar process of reframing; once the insightfulness that devolved from such framing has been appreciated). In seeing things afresh, or differently, or from a different angle, or with a difference in intent, etc., we either reinforce our previous understand, deconstruct the same, or, add a relatively new dimension to such prior appreciation. Hence this concept of re-informative re-framing. Just in this previous anecdote we shift from the frame of reference that assumes an apparent suicide to murder to possibly an apparent murder (where the suicider wants to make it look like a murder in order to implicate a certain person or persons in this apparent ‘crime’ they did not commit) or to an actual murder (but made to look like a simple suicide). Of course, critical re-framing is also dependent on a factual assessment of the situation to hand should such insight take a specific turning rather than heading in either a particularized or generalized type of direction, or i.e., re-direction (where essential definitions are more insightfully informative [and/or instrumental in processes of re-framing and/or re-e/valuation]). (190)


Out third approach is that or re-e/valuation, i.e., re-valuation through re-evaluation (of the situatedness in question), and v.v. In this type of examination (or particular analysis or general investigation) we more interested in significance, or, rather, the significance of such significance as an apparent or probable weight or weighting of both our ordered forms of evaluation and their ensuing apparent or probable truth determinations.
 E.g., this carrying out of my promise to do x for Y, as promised, is not only something I intend to carry out but feel very strongly it is my duty to perform to the best of my ability given my strong friendship for Y.
 Or, e.g., the apples in this fruit bowl all look as ripe as the one I eat last night and fully expect the rest of them to be as delicious to eat as that one I eat last night.
 (191)


That the critical, insightful running of the existential economy, therefore, can be supplemented with suitable inputs from re-factualization, re-framing and/or re-e/valuation. But, it should also be noted, that insight is also often a socially re-constructed process of insight forming or insight building (as clearly intended in my use of these three manifestoes, etc.). Let me explain. (192)


Socially engineered insight formation is also set up in such a way so as to achieve that objective through these same inputs of suitable re-factualization, re-framing and/or re-e/valuation. In effect, it forms a richer sense of con-text whose enrichment imprints itself on that process of insight-formation and promotes processes of positively re-directed behaviour that then further re-enrich those relationships in question. The insightful economy being promoted, if not provoked, through an excess of valuation that is formed as an existential differential above and beyond the quantum of the mere addition of its collective inputs. Phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential co-contributions enriching this process, and in turn, in this dialectical evolution of that economy, finding themselves re-invested through richer forms of input, and so on, etc. (193)


The addition of key facts can make a difference. The perception and suitable interpretation of one key fact, alone, could perhaps, decide, a case in law; directing judgment one way or the other. However, in regard to a dogged denialist, facts rarely make a difference. However, for everyone other than a denialist, they could make a difference although key facts also need to be suitably framed in order to point out the essential impact imputed through the implied suggestion of their suitable appreciation. Re-framing being part of the ‘set-up’ constructed in such a way so as to reinforce the re-interpretation being disseminated. (194)


Re-factualization can alter the construction of a relevant frame of reference, and, a suitable process of re-framing can alter the interpretation of the relevant facts as found to hand. The addition or subtraction, as the presence or absence, of an essential fact will make a difference to framing. But, it could be argued that framing is a necessary pre-condition for the imputed relevance of any fact since atomic facts as mere atomic facts can be no more than a fiction. Relative ‘atomicity’ is induced when focused on, but, such focus can never escape its framing or re-framing. Facts, therefore, are also molecular given their ability to semantically join with other factual elements able to be semantically connected. Semantically disconnected features belong only in a first order, whereas, in contrast, possible semantical connections give us entry to a second order. A connectedness to a con-text then determines that type of factual context in a fifth order of possibility, whereas, in contrast, confirmation of actual-factuality gives us a sixth order construct albeit in keeping with fifth order typology. So, e.g., a spatio-temporal possibility is treated as factual when treated as evidential be that through an interpretation of direct sense experience, testimony or some of form of logical inference. Or, e.g., that Julius Caesar intended to start, fight and win a civil war, as an intention, is in evidence through his crossing the Rubicon contra to his instructions to remain in the half of the Roman Empire he was governing. This intention is also instrumental in the actual-fact that Julius Caesar crossed the Rubicon and went on to seize complete control of the Roman State (although his assignation shortly after meant he never became the first emperor of Rome). 

   (195)


In the dialectic of the overall suspension (or overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension, etc.), as explored by myself, the dynamically balanced suspension of the first two moments produces the third. That the dynamic balance of all three moments then gives us this overall suspension, etc. The suspension of this same suspension, the suspension of that suspension, etc., etc., then ensures the dynamic nature of the overall suspension as an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. In other words, in this current context, re-factualization and re-framing induce processes of both re-evaluation that re-produce re-valuation and re-valuation that re-produces re-evaluation, etc. How does this composite of re-valuation and re-evaluation assist in the promotion, induction, evocation, provocation, convocation, etc., of the formation of an insightful process? Through an intensification or de-intensification of the roles being played by certain facts or frames in these processes of re-factualization and/or re-framing. Intensification playing a very important role in the contestment of a major discourse by a competitive minor discourse. E.g., in the ongoing debates over marriage equality we have seen a consensus move from an acknowledgment of individual gay or non-straight individuals to the fact that many of these individuals also have relationships in keeping with their expressed natures. A certain number of gay, non-gay and straight people have become both cognizant and acceptant of that fact. However, their collective evaluation of such a situation may have once created the overall valuation that, on balance, was decidedly negative in complexion. However, over time such ongoing evaluation has produced, first, an overall valuation that has become more neutral in it overall tenor, that, then, has now taken on a more progressively positive complexion. This incrementally ongoing positive process of re-evaluation is now making a crucial difference to the extent that the minor discourse of marriage equality has now become the de facto major discourse even if not yet legislated everywhere, in the Australian context, as a fact de jure. Regardless of the merits of this historical interpretation, the main point that is being made here is that positive intensification of ongoing valuation, through ongoing positive re-evaluation, has the eventual power to transform minor discourses into major discourses and to relegate those successfully usurped major discourses to those with a minor status. In many ways, this process of transformation can be viewed as a chaotic process where through a point of bifurcation a minor discourse, through such intensive re-direction, through its re-weighted significance, takes on a major status, and, in counter-parallel, the former major discourse in question is then relegated accordingly. (196)


As intimated, these processes of insight-formation enrich the relevant con-text
 in question which, then, further promotes this facility for insight formation to occur, and v.v. That the apparent richness of any form of general investigation, particular analysis and/or specific examination can never exceed the relative richness of its corresponding con-text, nor, for that matter, even approach the same. As individuals, we have had a lifetime of education, sensory experiences, interpretations, evaluations and valuations, reflections, innumerable processes of insight-formation, etc., and, therefore, the gestalt quality of our background fields, along with their collective integration, must always be much greater than the intentional presentations represented and re-presented therein in our intentional, representative, aspirational economies, etc. However, it is also true to say that a richer background field, through such intentional processes of re-enrichment, is more capable of qualitatively informing its productive processes of presentation, etc. In some ways, we could metaphorically compare this to a first close reading and a second close reading of a specific novel given that the latter reading is now a much richer one for our having already read that novel in its entirety (and better see how the author fits the linear nature of their discourse within the non-linear entirety of that novel itself). (197)


Generally, insight-formation is socially engineered but individually enacted. As they say, however, you give a horse water, but, that does not mean the horse will immediately drink; although, it is also true to say, that a thirsty horse is more than likely to do so. In this regard, the promotion of insight is more an indirect affair and that a promotion of a positive aspiration for the same is more likely to be discharged in the manner as indicated even if this probability, of course, is not something that can be guaranteed. On the other hand, the more individual ‘readers’ can be inspired to ‘read’ the more likely they will read such insights into that text or texts; especially, if such texts are suitably set-up to be read through such processes of re-directed insight-formation. E.g., an advertisement works in the context of the media when the associated desire is set up to be both virtually engaged and non-virtually realized. Iteration of course, promotes the incidence of this possibility unless the repetition of the advertisement is counter-productive in this intent (which proves the point, namely, motivation must be motivated and not de-motivated in the dissemination of all forms of economic practice be they enacted virtually and/or non-virtually). (198)


Our three insightful provoking inputs of positively oriented re-factualization, re-framing and re-e/valuation, through the re-enrichment of relevant con-texts, discharging such intent through the overall promotion of the relevant aspirational economies. The dissemination of such intent, like all forms of communication, being exercised through the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension a.k.a. as the overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension. Indeed, we can also parallel a harmonic modeling in this same regard. I.e., the creation of a field as a con-text; then, the introduction of dissonant material; and, its resolution through interpretative harmonization, etc., and the re-iteration of the same in order to re-enrich that associated con-text and to orchestrate the increased facilitation and expedition of that insightful process engineered to be se set-up in such a manner so as to definitively re-direct the reader in the direction of the intentions directed by its writer/s through such pre-directed intentional enhancement and its selectively re-directed insight-formation. This reiterated triadic formulation being at the root of all intentional formation, textual dissemination, enaction, art, joke telling, conversation, etc., etc. (199)


With this insight into insight-formation, as sketched here by myself, and, treating this subliminal checklist as a silent manifesto, how are these three manifestoes meant to operate in an insightful manner? Moreover, can such insight be instrumental in the promotion of a positive process of existential re-construction that successfully oversees the requisite rectification of the political-economy given the adversity and inequality arising from the promotion, for over half a century, of an entrenched neo-liberal ideology? (200)


The ‘author’ out to promote insight through the form of a certain text or textual situation has, at their disposal, a vast cluster of conventional (and less conventional) tools to choose from.
 This author could explicitly state or implicitly imply the taking of a closer phenomenal-phenomenological approach by focusing on the semantic atoms or molecules set up to be focused upon, non-virtually and/or virtually, as presented, represented and re-presented in the course of the reading of that textual situation, and/or, hermeneutically by analyzing meta-textually the construction of the type of framing to be enacted, and/or, existentially (in either a non-systematic or systematic sense as defined elsewhere) by living and/or re-living the formation of valuation being expressed in and through that textual situation. That ‘textual situation’ being anywhere on a spectrum of classical textuality, such as a philosophical essay or novel, etc., to a place on the non-classical end of that spectrum such as exploring a cityscape or growing vegetables, etc., etc.
 (201)


The ‘author’ attempting to instruct or inform, through some form of insightful set-up, could also avail themselves of metaphorical, rhetorical and/or existential devices or techniques (as might be found to parallel a phenomenological, hermeneutical and/or existential approach just outlined). They could say, in a poem, e.g., that the unsmiling face of the protagonist was like a frozen lake that didn’t crack all Winter… and by doing so immediately suggest a range of connotations about that person, etc., features that that author can then either bring out or suppress through forms of iteration or non-iteration, promotion r cancelling, etc. Or, rhetorical devices could be focused on, say, from questioning the apparent or conventional reality of that to hand to use of various (non-metaphorical) tropes, etc., etc. Or, e.g., we could invoke a range of existential suggestions such as the pointing out of something considered significant. E.g., we could point to the setting sun and because of our seeing its unusual blood red complexion expect the other person this is pointed out to to also see this same unusual specter. We could ‘view’ the latter type of device as a product of the former two with the addition, or subtraction, of emphasis upon its signification. The ‘significance’ of this unusual blood red sunset is that it is so unusually red. Or, significant signification or significance could be posited through its apparent non-presence or absence. We could have, e.g., a month of bush fires with a blood red sun every evening, but, a day after such conflagrations have ceased the sun once again looks a normal shiny yellow and by pointing that out to a local person who has seen a blood red sun for the month they would, I am sure understand, hopefully, what was being meant by my pointing. (202)


It is true that ‘insight’ can also be falsely created. But, overall, we live in a world, hopefully, that will progressively undermine interpretations that are non-aligned with the reality of this world as lived. Unfortunately, we may not live long enough for either such eventualities or for the non-eventualities of such disclosures given the absence or demise of such interpreters and the eventual non-persistence of all discrete forms of textual deposition. Still, despite this form of natural pessimism we can feel some optimism given that we cannot live in a state of complete non-alignment with the reality of our lives as lived (just as there can be no absolute lie where mistruth is enunciated in all its conditions and preconditions since even the complete denial of a certain state of affairs, in part or in whole, gives credence to its possible reality and our inescapable relations to such an overall form of reality). ‘Positive insight’ being that form of insight that promotes a greater coincidence and harmony with this world as lived in whatever way it might be interpreted or misinterpreted. Hence these deeper connections with insight, alignment, truth determination and the promotion of a more positively oriented value formation given this promotion of a greater coincidence and harmony with the lived-reality of this world as lived. Let me now explore this aspect of value formation in the light of insight formation. ((203)


Value formation can be seen as the productive, non-reductive, emergent interaction of phenomenological metaphors, etc., with hermeneutical rhetoric, etc., in the context of this world as encountered, recognized and engaged, i.e., as lived through our inescapable interaction with this world as lived, with-others, before-others. I.e., through a suspension of these two dialectical moments, and, then, along with the suspension of all three in the exercise of the ongoing overall transcendental suspension, etc. In effect, its gives significance through the apparent weight of its meaningfulness discerned in its associated situatedness in question. E.g., I am very hungry and thirsty and the presence or absence of food and drink will now feature more prominently in my world as currently lived. When sufficiently sated I move on to find other things in my world as more interesting, deserving of my time and interaction, etc. Insight is an awareness of our current and future interests, and, such concerns will weight my intentionally directed projects and programs accordingly. It can also occur in reverse, by re-weighting my concerns and interest it can provoke insight when such a bias is then found confirmed, rightly or wrongly, in my interaction with this world as lived.
 E.g., the point of my subliminal checklist, as third manifesto, albeit in it indirect silence, is to alert us to how to re-evaluate certain prominent strands and strains of neo-liberal ideology and reinterpret the apparent merits of the same through just that insightful lens that both alerts us to the existence of those neo-liberal ideological elements in question and whether those specific or particular ideological elements are instrumental in additional adversity, without adequate forms of compensation, or, as well, the adverse promotion of a general inequality. That, by suitably re-interpreting key neo-liberal policy preferences and practices we can better review the suitableness of such policy settings in those specific or particular contexts. If tax rates, e.g., for  either companies or individuals were set at eighty-percent of actual incomes earned then neo-liberal calls for reduced levels of taxation may well be called for, whereas, on the other hand, if either companies or individual were paying minimal levels of taxation, say, below ten percent, then, if the government in question earned very little revenue apart from taxation, such calls, neo-liberally inspired or otherwise, may well be deemed to be neither proper, appropriate nor apposite (i.e., suitable) to the effective functioning of that government. (204)


This insight into value-formation, i.e., that of a weighting of significance that cannot be directly reduced to its phenomenological-hermeneutical basis in lived experience, it follows that we need to be suitably concerned with the weighting of such evidence being utilized in suitable generation of apposite forms of value-formation; i.e., as apposite to the integral form in the interaction of both proper phenomenological assessment and appropriate hermeneutical interpretation. I.e., the evaluation of the former is productive of a non-reductive form of valuation that weights, positively or negatively, the ensuing evaluation, and v.v. As noted, the overthrow of any major discourse can only be achieved through the weight of such e/valuation reinforcing such a process of discursive transformation. That, ultimately, the positive, humane replacement of the neo-liberal paradigm is the objective of these three manifestoes. The existential re-construction of a new paradigm being founded on this principle that overseers the non-virtual, comparatively improved re-enrichment of our relationships through the adoption and adaptation of those measures that observe such an overall existential re-transformation of our world as lived. Obviously, in order to achieve this vision of a more humane world we will need to re-weight certain principles in our existential reception of the same. (205)


Such ‘principles’ will be those ideological elements of competing paradigms that need to be either promoted or de-promoted, and, those meta-principles that need to oversee such an existentially oriented and re-directed manner of selection. That by such ‘watering and weeding’ we will endeavor to create a political-economic world less prone to inducing forms of workplace adversity and marketplace inequality so demonstrably counter-productive to the successful and progressive enrichment and empathetic maturity of our democratic life-worlds, and, through their positive examples further induce the intensification of their aspirational exemplification in those political-economic worlds that are not so democratically and humanely inspired. (206)


Hence this concern with insight-formation in order to promote an existentially transformative process of value-formation instrumental in reversing anti-democratic or counter-democratic forces like populism, etc., and their ensuing contestment or replacement or resistance to a pro-democratically organized political-economy more responsive to the humane will of its citizenry. However, our primary objective, in these three critiques, must remain the deconstruction and reversal of the neo-liberally inspired political-economy and its positive, overall, existential re-construction as indicated… even if a secondary objective is the enhancement of our overall existential freedom in such a political-economy. (207)


To finish this section let me note some additional points to consider. (208)


If, as I have argued, that the dissemination of power is only through others, and, we can only find our existential freedom only through others, then, we should seriously reconsider if insight itself, directly and/or indirectly, is through the assistance also only of others? That others can help us to be insightful is not in dispute. What is in contention is the thought that we can be self-insightful in some fully self-contained sense? An ultimate exemplar of seemingly self-contained insightfulness would be the Buddha, e.g. But, even he was instructed in meditation, etc., and took such lessons with him to the bodhi tree. We could say that the social dimension frames an insightful objective although, it is also true, that the individual person themselves has to do some of the hard work by putting these facts, frames and e/valuations, etc., together in order to experience the socially pre-constructed insightful nature of the recognized integrity and imputed significance to be associated with these interconnection/s, etc. ‘Recognition’ suggesting a re-seeing of that found to be more significant as realized through the re-iteration of that review, and, therein and thereby, implicating at least, indirectly, through social framing, that insight could never be the pure objective of an individual given this possibility arises through such social framing in the first place. (209)


Given the necessary pre-condition of this social framing, it follows that the objective of insight should be pursued in and through a social dimension even if finally enacted by the intentional aspirations of the individual or group desiring some form of aspirational insight. Then, as it is the case that not all forms of insight are pleasant and positive, that a positive form of social support should also be present when this aspiration for insightfulness is called for and when it is called forth. Indeed, given the changing nature of the workplace, the continuation of forms of adversity and inequality, the non-early disappearance of a neo-liberal mindset, etc., it would not be out of place to insist that all levels of society set out to better support each other along with an insistence that governments, on all levels, promote adaptation and resilience for all its residents in this same regard. That, with such insight processes of support should also be in place in order to further promoted such supported insight. Accepting the fact, primarily, that insight promotion is a social affair and should also find social forms of support, critique, reversal, deconstruction, existential re-construction, etc., in order to both de-promote the negative and to promote the positive aspects to be found in that type of experience. (210)


Last, let me refocus on the nature of insight and its implication in valuational formation; be that process positive and/or negative in orientation. As outlined, valuational formation is in a mix of phenomenal-phenomenological identity, hermeneutical functionality and/or non-systematic existential value formation. As suggested, value formation arises through the re-evaluation of (re-)valuation and the re-valuation of (re-)evaluation. Collectively, these aspect of valuational formation contribute to an overall systematic existential sense of e/valuation in and through the suitable utilization of a reasonably well-informed, ongoing, overall transcendental suspension that is pre-conditionally primed to recognize the requisite form of insight sought orchestrated with the suitable re-weighting in significance, and meaningfulness, of those relevant elements subjected to such critical scrutiny. Hence the implication of suitable inputs through relevant forms of re-factualization, re-framing and/or re-e/valuation along with the suitable exercise of metaphorical comparisons, rhetorical tropes and existential forms of re-e/valuation in order to develop an expected receptivity to insight-formation in keeping with socially pre-constructed expectations that are also fostered through the use of suitable forms of social support. (211)


However, in the course of writing an essay on the potential significance of a variety of ideas in Leibniz’s Monadology I have had to seriously think further about this parallel subjective and inter-subjective approach to insight by trying to understand how we take a text, a set and/or series of texts and through a constructive process of reinterpretation, mis-interpretation and/or re-interpretation appropriate the language, ideas, metaphors, rhetorical tropes, etc., found therein, and, thereafter, create an innovative, perhaps novel, reading of that text that either remains as an informal or formal reinterpretation or as an informal or formal re-interpretation of that textual ground under such less radical revision or more radical re-vision.
 A more direct or overt way of initiating insight might be to attempt a process of re-factualization, re-framing and/or or re-e/valuating a textual ground chosen for such re(-)appropriation, however, we must ask ourselves why a process of noting new facts or a new way to frame the interpretation or a novel angle in e/valuation never seems to cut through to those wedded to the mechanics and dynamics of their discourse already committed to. Indeed, new facts that are quite discordant with previously accepted facts can themselves be reframed as ‘less relevant’ through some form of strategic spin, and, subsequently, re-e/valued as effectively irrelevant in changing the course or tenor of the ongoing continuation of that official interpretation. (212)


Obviously, in the conversion of individual insight into inter-subjectively shared insight a more covert or less explicit method of re-appropriation needs to be adopted and adapted to the circumstances found historically to hand. I am reminded here, in this regard, of Bloom’s concept of misprision where an old text needs to be taken over and remade one’s own (lest that artist be considered merely derivative). That, in essence, through re-translation and not mere retranslation can we make progress; be that artistic or philosophical in orientation, be that in lived life or as a scientist, etc.
 Hence this need to be move from a derivative process of reinterpretation to an insightful process of re-interpretation regardless of whether we recognize the textual ground undergoing such a relatively non-derivative process of transformation whose e/valuation appears to proffer some degree of additional or complementary or supplementary significance (whose differential magnitude may well take on an existential complexion). (213)


At this point let me cite what I have written on this concept of critical re-appropriation (as a critical re-appropriational program). (214)


[That in outlining this process of critical re-appropriation as a program it was noted:]. Philosophy, etc.,
 proceeds, makes progress, hopefully, through the critical approach of the direct or indirect re-interpretation of either previous philosophical texts or texts treated in a philosophical light. By ‘re-interpretation’, rather than ‘reinterpretation’, I intend a deeper form of criticism that takes a novel sense of re-direction from the chaotic implications of reaching points of bifurcation in that text or series or set/s of texts. It is my expectation that in finding such aporia and/or creating the same through a sufficient level of critique that this technique can lend itself to revealing more fruitful, chaotic processes of re-interpretation that, in being critically re-addressed, will successfully proffer significantly enhanced forms of textual re-appropriation.
 The successful advent of such significant amplification of e/valuation signals both a rich text to begin with as well its significant re-working, and, to that extent, such an enriched program is positively productive can also be treated as an ‘insightful’ process of existential re-construction.
 [1] 

  (215)


That the complexities of this form of treatment render such a project more as a program. I perceive this critical re-appropriative program to consist of three dialectical-like stages or moments, namely, re-critique or deep criticism (re-criticalization), salvagement or recuperation, and, re-interpretation or (rather, more, as a process of) re-construction. The latter stage taking an ‘existential’ sense of direction when the semblance of e/valuation from such re-interpretative re-construction presents itself with a considerable advancement in its e/valuative richness through this enriched amplification of significance. I.e., its apparent e/valuation, above and beyond that originally presented in its textual ‘ground’, is comparatively seen and treated as presenting a richer process of re-e/valuation. [2] (216)


Deep criticism, as a novel process of exercising a process of re-critique, is exercised under a number of headings that appear to promise this enhanced sense of amplification in comparative e/valuative significance. E.g., through thorough and adequately exercised well-informed, ongoing overall transcendental suspensions; the deconstruction of points of privilege or prioritization; the disintegration of relatively mis-integrated and potentially competing presuppositional agenda; the exposure of textual aporia or blindspots; demonstration of core metaphorical-rhetoric/rhetorical-metaphor; and, other subheadings such as a potential harmonization of comparatively inconsistent positions; a re-problematization of key problema; inter-disciplinary forms of commentary; etc. [3]

  (217)


By salvagement, etc., is meant a constructive re-interpretation of concepts, metaphors, techniques, etc., in order to promote a richer form of conceptual practice, etc. E.g., in this course of this extended-essay I will take Leibniz’s treatment of ‘simples’ and use it to form both a concept of ‘simplification’ in the resolution of intentional enaction and to highlight the phenomenological experience of essential-like states (as a form of ‘eidetic purification’ arrived at through eidetic reflection). Or, to take and transform the concept of a ‘pre-established harmony’ to be the ‘prime reality’ between two interrelated non-independent realities despite the possibility of apparent interpretations to the contrary. So, e.g., in cognitive intentional consciousness, because the extended nature of bodies is constituted in intentional consciousness then it follows that ‘extension’ cannot be antithetical to the nature of a mental realm of thought being already constituted in intentional terms of reference, etc. It following, also, that a privileging or prioritization of either a physical realm of extension and/or a mental realm of ideation should not be philosophically entertained since intentional experience is predicated on the co-arising of both intentional objectivity and its noetic presentation… and hence our immediate dismissal of both empiricism or realism and rationalism or idealism as viable philosophical alternatives (or, for that matter, any other binaries treated as operating through absolute exclusion). [4] 

  (219)


By ‘re-construction’ is meant a relatively radical, innovative re-writing of concepts, etc., in order to insightfully inform an approach or series of approaches or set/s of approaches that have a greater degree of significance both in terms of either the original textual ground in question or elsewhere. By such means, hoping to be relatively more insightful, and, by such insight, proffer a viable form of philosophical progress… upon which this process can continue. [5] (220)


In effect, I am arguing for a critical process of insightful re-interpretation.
 

         [6] (221)


In a recent examination of the process of insight (in my Third Critique of Neo-Liberalism, Section 3) I also explore the following three headings, namely, the role played by the addition of relevant facts and the subtraction of disqualified facts (re-factualization); an innovative re-contexting of the explorations in question in such a manner that is productive of a greater degree of significance (re-framing); and, an ongoing re-evaluation of re-valuation, and v.v. (re-e/valuation). To this same type of process, we can now add these parallel concepts of re-critique or criticalization, salvagement or recuperation, and, re-interpretation or re-construction. That, effectively, ‘re-construction’ is ‘the presented consequence/s of such a re-appropriative program’, and, is ‘existentially oriented’ when ‘both positively and significantly amplified in terms of the appreciation of its critical re-e/valuation’. [7] (222)


The expression ‘e/valuation’ is a shortened form of the expression ‘the non-systematic existential appreciation of both the evaluation of such valuation, and, the valuation of such evaluation’. In effect, the ongoing result of an enriched dialectical-like interaction between evaluation and its ensuing valuation, and v.v., without a privileging or prioritization of either process and/or content. Hence the correlativity of ‘e/valuation’. To some extent, this process of critical re-appropriation is enacted within a form of narration that hopes to articulate a process of philosophical-like insight that, more than likely, will profitably spill over into a host of other disciplines, etc., as re-iterated in and through their major and minor life-worlds, and, as a result, should help us to better facilitate our passage through this overall world as lived with-others, before-others. [8] 

 (223)


To conclude this topic of insight let me proffer a small number of tentative or provisional conclusions, comments and/or observations. (224)


For a start, we can perceive the relative insightfulness of a process of insight to be that differential impact observed in and through its apparent re-e/valuation. We could call this differential its existential difference or existential differential, and, notes its relative existential impact as that quantum of e/valuation that is observed to be actualized as observed in our reflections on the reception of its immediate consequences or as reexperienced in our subsequent reflections. The potential value of this quantum of e/valuation being appreciated in re-e/valuation, and, the actual value observed in re-e/valuation being appreciated through an appreciation of the overall impact of its subsequent re-construction. That this process of re-construction can be observed as ‘existential’ in complexion when the overall e/valuation of its significance is noted to be both positive and significant in the quantum of that impact. Interestingly, even though insight is to be arrived at through relatively continuous incremental input/s, still, its insightful output/s is arrived at through discontinuous jumps in insightful re-e/valuation. In the light of this understanding we could also propose a(nother) ‘Goldilock’s theory or vision of re-interpretation, namely, that even though a process of re-interpretation can never be similarly performed in each and every performance, still, such a performance is derivative if there is no significant differential or impact and little indication of re-construction; that a significant impact is re-constructive; but, too great an impact is destructive of insight for most of us given that that existential differential would then be too great for most people to experientially cross and appropriate. Or, in effect, ‘re-framing’, as a process reconstructed in the light of the above, can never be entertained with too great a differential magnitude or is relatively pointless, once understood, to be merely reentertained in a derivative fashion (other than for the purposes of a memorization of its content and/or intent). Hence our provisional appreciation of insight under these co-informatively interconnected headings of re-factualization, re-framing, re-e/valuation, re-criticalization, recuperation and (existential) re-construction. That, in essence, ‘insight’ is ‘successfully insightful re-interpretation’, and, ‘re-interpretation’ is ‘successfully re-interpreted insight’! (225)


What allows us to put these two terms in apposition? I.e., assuming some successfulness in this regard, ‘insightful re-interpretation/re-interpreted insight’? (226)


We must first assume that a degree of significance, in output, has been realized that is comparatively greater than the mere sum of inputs. I.e., that an existential difference has been realized between the sum of inputs and ensuing output/s. How might we review this existential impact, ensuing existential significance that successfully affirms this process of critical re-appropriation as a critically successful process of existential re-construction? I believe we can answer this question by noting the sense or semblance of a re-positioning that has occurred through this insightful process of re-interpretation and to what extent such an ensuing re-positioning is radically re-directed. This existential impact can also be addressed through noting to what extent there has been shifts in its ensuing phenomenal-phenomenological re-identification, hermeneutical re-con-textualization and/or (non-systematic) existential re-appreciation. That these three correlative, dialectical aspects can be further fleshed out in an ordered analysis where the phenomenological looks at first order pre-essential, second order aesthetic-essential and sixth order factual considerations, where the hermeneutical concentrates on fourth order pragmatical, fifth order possible and sixth order factual considerations; and, where the (non-systematic) existential concentrates on second order essential-aesthetical, third order de-ontological and fourth order pragmatical considerations. I.e., on those considerations that are centered on the archetypal Object, archetypal World and archetypal Ego in orientation (as examined on a number of occasions elsewhere). That a fully accounted for ordered assessment implies that our insights and re-interpretations as successful insightful re-interpretations/re-interpreted insights have fully determined truth determinations, albeit within the limits of reason and reasonableness (given that absolute indubitableness could never be encountered, recognized nor engaged). Such truth determination giving us, through a successfully ordered assessment, first order coherence, second order aestheticality, third order de-ontological propriety, fourth order pragmaticality, fifth order possibility (as well as non-impossibility, probability, potential for potentiation, enacted potentiation, etc.), and, sixth order factuality. The existential significance of such overall truth determination giving us a relative sense of verification, justification and qualified self-assertion in keeping with this assessment of an existential re-construction, etc., able to be discerned and re-iterated in a critical process of inter-subjective simulation, etc. That the consequential re-direction that ensues from such an existential process of re-positioning allows us to re-iterate an inter-subjective pattern of re-iteration able to re-confirm such distinctive, overall truth determinations in the same or similar manner as already critically arrived through the accounts of other people and/or by the critical auspicious of other means. It will also allow us to re-frame that being explored within the terms of an evolving narrative, series and/or set/s of narratives. Such re-framing making better sense of those facts found relevant, if not more relevant, within such expanded terms of reference (and through such re-overall positioning better accounts for those anomalies that may still persist and/or appear in and through the auspices of such radical shifts in ensuing re-direction).
 (227)


In examining this understanding of these processes of ‘insight’ and ‘re-interpretation’ I concluded that they can be equated. I.e., ‘insight’ is ‘a successful re-interpretation’, and, ‘re-interpretation’ proffers ‘a successful insight into the text or texts in question’. How should we define this concept of ‘success’. By noting its basis in the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension, and, that given its dynamic balance of phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and (non-systematic) existential inputs I would invoke the necessary correspondence of the co-presence of the three ‘V’s’ based on these aspects, namely, respectively, the propriety of validation, the appropriateness of verification, and, the appositeness of valuation (arrived at through critical evaluation). Let me briefly explain what is involved in these expressions and their collective collaboration in order to arrive at this concept of success. ‘Success’ is ‘that existential impact arrived at in its systematic sense’; i.e., a positive change in valuation that enriches the relevant relationship/s in question. In ‘validation’ we invoke the internal propriety of phenomenologically based arguments in order to establish a consistent and reasonably self-coherent account of the participating identities in a relationship, a series and/or set/s of relationships in question in order to establish a more definitive sense of re-identification of that correspondingly representative text, correspondingly representative series and/or set/s of text/s in question. I.e., seeing a validation of all those arguments, as either explicitly and/or implicitly outlined, treated both individually and collectively. In effect, locating the specific sense of that relationship or the senses of those relationships as invoked in our cultural/inter-cultural mapping of this world as lived. In ‘verification’ we seek to establish the factuality of that in question by examining con-textually its frames of reference and we do this through establishing possibility, probability, potentiation (of the causal conditions necessary to establish a sixth order entry), and, ultimately, its (sixth order status) as a factual event of a certain phenomenal-phenomenological kind (i.e., as a non-virtual historical-like event, or, with a virtual-like existence as an idea or aspiration, as a memory, as a perception, etc.). Ultimately seeking its factual ascertainment by noting how that phenomenological identity coheres consistently in a factual con-text. In ‘valuation’ we note its apparent existential impact through an appreciation of the apparent appositeness of its critical evaluation. Collectively, the integrity of the successfulness of our insightful re-intepretation/re-interpreted insight is determined through an appreciation of this semblance of appositeness, i.e., the degree to which such a process is positively re-directed and existentially enriches such critical appreciation. Hence this understanding of insight, re-interpretation, and, the successfulness of their collaborative co-identification, namely, that insightfulness is arrived at through a process of successful re-interpretation, and, re-interpretation is successfully arrived at through a process of insightfulness (should that textual basis in question, and its con-textual framing, be rich enough to support our investment of such interest into the same, etc.
). (228)


In the light of the above, let me now examine the overall raison d’être of these two manifestoes Striking Out and Out Striking, and, this Subliminal Checklist as a third manifesto that could be nominated as a Silent Manifesto (given that its intentional target is the formation of insight that is relatively subliminal in orientation). That all three heuristic devices being designed as instruments that promote a collective insight-formation, reversal and deconstruction of adverse and inequitable neo-liberal policy setting along with the existential re-construction of the political-economy as well as promoting more democratic forms of representative governance. (229)
4:    Why Two Manifestoes and One Checklist (as a Silent Manifesto)?


In the political-economy it is grossly naïve to perceive ‘money’ merely as an instrument in the expedition of processes of exchange. (230)


Sadly, many democratic political systems are currently predicated on the need to obtain excessive amounts of finance in order to obtain and/or maintain a winning edge over competing democratic rivals. Indeed, there is this political imperative for the comparatively competitive differential in the expansion of overall ‘resources’ to meet this open-ended appetite for such funding. Such funding then being translated into overt and/or covert forms of influence; be that through political advertising or the direct buying of influence through the distribution of funds; be they political in derivation and/or governmental in origination through partisan grants for projects or other selective forms of intervention. Such is this type of political economy that its sense of representation is increasingly re-configured to favour more the dispensers of such finance. As the insightful saying would have it “They who pay the piper, call the tune!” (231)


Because of the highly over-competitive nature of the democratic landscape, an excessive quantum of money is needed to create, preserve, conserve and/or meta-conserve the political influence of political parties given that the dissemination of political power is through viable forms of cooperation. i.e., in and through a successfully dominant mix of co-operation and/or co-option. (232)


This competitive demand for ‘overall resources’ to finance the successful domination of a political party is an invitation for any political system to stray from the conventionally expected forms of suitable behaviour that we would expect to be observed through customary propriety, appropriateness and appositeness in the execution of such behaviour. But, the exigencies of such an imperative invite an unhealthy array of innovations that are continually distorting the political landscape along with neo-liberal ideological demands often working in parallel with such an open-ended appetite for such differentially advantageous funding. Such incremental shifts in policy formation, directly or indirectly reflecting this unhealthy obsession for ‘influence’, in all its forms, may well end the democratic prospect. Hopefully, pro-democratic forces will re-configure the constitution of this prospect in such a manner that this excessive desire for funding is no longer such a prominent feature. Given that we are now in the age of the Internet and social media, then political advertising, etc., should be re-instituted in such a manner so as to create a level playing field for all parties and their candidates through a removal of this imperative for obscene levels of funding. Moreover, coupled with strict donations rules, the implementation of greater degrees of transparency, responsibility and accountability should also assist in this necessary form of democratic rectification and once again concentrate the minds and talents of our elected representatives on suitable forms of policy thematization rather than how successful they have been as political fund raisers for their respective parties! (233)


In the US, today, in response to President Trump’s winning and deconstruction of the democratic institutions of government, etc., we are continually hearing the refrain about investigators who the Media believe are ‘following the money’ in order, no doubt, to eventually expose the anti-democratic machinations and corruption so obviously promoted by this poor, dishonest exemplar so persistently misrepresenting the authority of this high office. Then, some may well argue, that this person is no more and no less what one would eventually expect this distorted system to produce given the non-adequately suitable relations being currently observed between the political and business worlds within the domain of the political-economic. What else should we expect given this unhealthy domination of politics by the commercial world of business invited in by politicians in this race for ever-expanding levels for finance in order to achieve this ever-elusive winning edge in political funding?! (234)


Obviously, the way many of our democracies are currently configured needs to be urgently re-written hence the relative importance of these three manifestoes as contributions in this conversation. A conversation that must be carefully and thoughtfully undertaken in order to successfully arrive at this evolution in political thinking and practice. Otherwise what have we to look forward to other than this fact being forced upon us, eventually, through the disablement and disruption, and postponement, of a revolution of a like usually subverted by the short-term aims and ends of those who manage to direct such chaotic phenomena. (235)


How a specific democratic world re-writes its constitution is up to those who must live within its embrace. I proffer no specific guidelines in this regard, but, instead, offer particular and general principles for the thematization of such a constitution in the hope that within it exercise policy formation will address and redress both neo-liberal policy distortions and democratic distortions collectively induced by such potentially disruptive collaborations. We do not want the best democratic system money can buy, rather, the best democratic system that cannot be bought! Imperfect as we are, through ongoing critique, we can continually emend our ways to reduce both neo-liberally induced adversity and inequality without resorting to the unsuitable degree of over-intervention into the marketplace, and so on. In the right environment, one more suited to existential responsiveness of a responsible government, we can oversee the role money plays in our political-economy in order to ensure both a more fair and efficient utilization of our resources in that same regard!  (236)


In this politically distorted climate for expanded financial funding, the world of business is happy to give in order to expedite its own agenda that naturally favour less regulation, less compliance, less governmental intervention, etc., in line with such desires as also promoted by neo-liberal ideological thought and practice. Unless, of course, it be for something suddenly and desperately demanded by businesses all too often, as a consequence inadvertently engineered by governments themselves, through there being too little regulation, poor compliance and ineffective governmental intervention in the first place! The world of the political-economic is an economic world as much as any other form of relational economy, and, inescapably subject to the predictable or non-predictable consequences of policy re-direction like any other economy; regardless of whether those consequences be intended, mis-intended, unintended or just not intended at all. However, be that as it may, the overall re-direction of policy formation is as an instrument of intentional re-direction and so it behooves both politicians and business personal to oversee a political-economy that best represents the overall interests of all concerned parties. In this regard, I am hopeful, that the insights outlined by these three critiques, whose distillation is imbued in these three manifestoes, may be of some assistance in overseeing both this necessary conversation that we will need to have and the types of responses that will need to be observed in order to obvert the subversion of our democratic way of life and the enjoyment of its many freedoms that we take for granted. Such privileges have been heroically hard fought for and will remain as obligations that we must historically strive to keep. All too often, human nature being what it is, extremist political elements, on either the hard Left or Right, will try to subvert such established freedoms in order to further the political ends of a few over the economic entitlements already enjoyed or aspired to by the public as a whole. (237)


Just what sort of conversation is needed? The sort of re-considerations outlined in and framed by these three manifestoes! What are those re-considerations? The creation, preservation, conservation and meta-conservation of progressive democratic forms of political re-alignment that better meet and promote public aspirations. A reversal and deconstruction of neo-liberal ideological influences that would otherwise accelerate further adversity in the workplace and greater levels of social inequity. The prioritization of an existential reconstruction of the political-economy as a ground that better facilitates the opportunity for the collective harmonization and advancement of both our personal ambitions and social aspirations. How might we best observe, in good faith, such prerequisites for the mutual enrichment of our collective life-worlds on this competitive stage of eh world at large? Through engaging each other in a conversation that better redefines these aspirations and responses that we will need to undertake in order to achieve this existential re-construction of our political-economies. In the light of this need for such an ongoing debate, let me tentatively suggest that the explicit categories and implicit intentions of these manifestoes be utilized as a provisional lens through which to begin this process of re-construction. (238)


What are these ‘explicit categories and implicit intentions’? These explicit categories are the four major headings share in these two overt manifestoes, and, the twenty-four headings of the Subliminal Manifesto supply the framework for explicating implicit intentions not directly announced in these first two manifestoes. Let me demonstrate, through such explication, the insightful nature of the ramifications of these topic for the ongoing enstructuring of this type of ‘conversation’ that, in essence, is already with us whether we are aware of this fact or not. Thankfully, an ongoing political-economic conversation cannot be successfully suppressed given that we continually enter into such a debate, advertently or inadvertently, through the very political-economic nature of our interactions in this marketplace of ideas as also entailed in the very observance of its economic functions as exercised through those intentional deliberations. If people more desire to consume yoghurt rather than, say, junket or custard, then we get people who supply yoghurt rather than junket or custard. So, at the end of the day, we get a ‘yoghurt economy’ rather than an economy as one more defined through the production and supply of junket or custard. That the collective impact of our economic decisions, both relatively positive and negative, reinforces the political-economic design or our current political-economy, and, that, by shifting such influences we can re-design that same economy through such processes of incremental non-chaotic reconstruction, and, ultimately, its chaotic re-construction. Hopefully, we can ensure, through suitable refection and supervision, that the overall delivery of our political-economy better serves its community of residents rather than just concentrating on the personal ambitions of a few privileged members who find themselves in a position where they are able to better orchestrate their own desires at the collective expense of such social aspirations. (239)


Those four overt headings are symbolized by political donation reform, etc., better transparency in political processes, etc., the reversal of adverse neo-liberal policies, etc., and, the necessary innovations that oversee the positive existential re-construction of the political-economy. For convenience let me abbreviate these four broad topics as Reforms, Transparencies, Reversals and Innovations. In the headings of our two manifestoes (political-economic Striking Out and political Out Striking) they are more formally designated, respectively, by Circumscription/Imputation, Inscription/Reputation, Proscription/Re-Computation, and, Prescription/Disputation. (240)


The detail overlooked in these active guidelines for directly suitable behaviour is filled in by the twenty-four headings of our Subliminal Manifesto whose examination is promoted to prompt better forms of political-economic insight. However, the reader might well wonder why these first two manifestoes seem to be mirror copies of each other? The first is designed to operate in the political-economy, whilst, the second is meant to be applied in the pollical sphere of the political-economy where political practice has a different set of priorities to those that operate in the wider sphere of the well-functioning political-economy. However, for the sake of a relative degree of brevity, let me deal with the first manifesto associated with the overall political-economy given that politicians must deal within the sphere of the so-called real economy, to oversee the enaction of policies, and not just a world of the purely political. However, when and where relevant, let me note considerations dealing with Imputation, Reputation, Re-Computation and Disputation when such qualifications need to be called for. (241)


In examining these first two manifestoes important aspects overlooked can be filled in by noting implications and/or using silent and subliminal checklist as a third manifesto. E.g., compliance is noted on the checklist but is only implicit in the first two manifestoes. If we have regulations restricting donation then those regulations need to be complied with. Or, in noting dis-equity, and a need for its reversal, then compliance with regulations that address this neo-liberal defect, obviously, need to be enforced. Indeed, there needs to be enough political will and oversight to ensure that this aspect of neo-liberalism is effectively addressed. As noted, for a variety of reasons, neo-liberalism is prone to neglect this dimension of compliance; be that from cost cutting, a lack of funds and other resources, a lack of political will, the covert presence of a political will that does not want compliance to be observed, incompetence, institutionalized tardiness, etc. But compliance also needs to be supported by regulative agility to emend legislation, procedures, etc., should that need to arise; a suitable degree of monitoring, and, apart from actual acts of compliance such enaction also deserves to suitably monitored and appositely reviewed, etc. Such subtlety, alas, is usually not the hallmark of any manifesto (and thence its need to be interpreted, and, when and where relevant, insightfully re-interpreted in order to assist with this overall process of existential re-construction). (242)


In the next section of this extended-essay I will address this aspect of these three manifestoes by examining them as a lens through which we look at the political-economy in situ and, hopefully, oversee a program of rectification that is instrumental in this process of existential re-construction. This metaphorical lens can also be looked through in the opposite direction by noting why these manifestoes have been constructed the way they have been. Theoretically, but certainly not in any practical sense, looking through a telescope in the opposite direction has it acting like a microscope (an effect hinted at when we look through binoculars the wrong way just above a surface that can be seen more closely in this manner). (243)

Under such two-way scrutiny, ostensibly of this device, I hope to be critical in two senses, i.e., through passive reflection and active enaction. Why construct these manifestoes in the manner that has already been outlined? By examining such pre-suppositions, upon which these manifestoes have been constructed, it is my hope to make very clear the complete nature of my concerns and the ramifications of either our continuing on in the same neo-liberal direction or by taking stock of this predicament and, subsequently, reversing and re-constructing a new course that will see a return and strengthening of a more fruitful democratic way of life. Thankfully, I remain an optimist in this regard although am quite aware that this transition will only be successfully traversed through the concerted efforts of many, many people and many institutions who lend their support to such a necessary transformation. (244)

In this regard, e.g., we should well ask why my over-concern with donations, giving over three subheadings, or one quarter, of these first two manifestoes to its implicit restriction through regulations and the implication of an associated force of compliance in order to oversee a close observance of such concerns? Because, it is my opinion, that neo-liberalism has had its sway quite often by covert means. I suspect well-directed donations have been a cheap way for many people to influence the formation of policies that directly or indirectly will benefit their businesses if not themselves as well. We have the recent example of President Trump singing the siren song of reduced taxes, especially ‘for the Middle Classes’, when it has been shown that the removal of an estate tax, an inheritance tax, would save his family over a billion dollars for a start before adding up all the other ‘savings’ they could well make. As for the ‘savings’ for the Middle Class, that should not be taken too literally. Just one more example where the confluence of money and power can rewrite the legislative landscape in their favour… if they were to be successful in such “reforms’?  Not forgetting to ask ourselves “what reforms by who for whom?”  (245)


So, by closely attending to my intentions, be they apparent or not so apparent, through their re-articulation it is my hope to use these three manifestoes as a critical device to expose both what has happened and what needs to be done. (246)

5:    The Space between these Two Manifestoes and Checklist

As noted, it is my hope to use these three manifestoes as a general device to demonstrate both how a number of advanced political-economy and their associated democratic life-worlds have come under adverse pressure from a number of quarters, and, how these types of predicaments might be obverted, overcome through an existential process of re-construction. (247)


As noted earlier, money (and other forms of value that can be exchanged) should not be viewed merely as a way to expedite processes of exchange.
 Money also represents demand, desire, preferences, obligations, success, status, advantage, lack of advantage, opportunity, freedom and bondage, forms of cultural expression, work done and work to be performed, human cooperation on a national and global scale (often unrecognized in this era of individualistic, competitive neo-liberally oriented and motivated ideologues) and so on. If we were to closely follow such exchanges we would soon very quickly map out a representation of such exchanges; be they value forming or value consuming, be they culturally advantageous or not so advantageous, be they legal in that political economy or not legal, be they approved or not so approved before a general consensus in the life-world or life-worlds in which those transactions in question were enacted either within or between. In essence, such overall mapping would represent the overall functions of that political-economy explored under such scrutiny. (248)

Now, if were financial flies on the wall, so to speak, let us imagine what donations represent in a more pragmatic sense. Many people have spoken about the ‘corrosive’ characteristics and consequences of this form of political exchange. Let me present a case for supporting this political insight. (249)


One of the most natural things in the world is the giving of gifts. Indeed, we could well argue that gift-giving is both indicative of a relationship and instrumental in both its formation and re-direction. Moreover, what people might give up in the course of a relationship is also indicative of the strength, the intensity or facticity of the relationship; i.e., the extent a relationship is above and beyond the material basis upon that relationship finds its genesis. (250)


Before the cultural shift to a relatively democratically oriented life-world, gift-giving in the political arena was ostensively enacted under the aegis of some form of patronage (if we exempt periods of tyranny, slavery and/or serfdom, etc.). Patronage works in two ways, with reciprocity expected in two directions, namely, gifts from the patron for services rendered or to be rendered, and, gifts to be given to the patron for services rendered or to be rendered. If the patron wanted a work of art to express their cultural attainments and/or express their status they would commission an artist (who, themselves, would probably act as a patron in the context of their workshop). Or, if a noble or wealthy person wished to be given a certain license to trade, e.g., or a monopoly they would pay the patron for this privilege. The understanding ever present was the fact that the more wealthy or powerful you were the more you paid for such a privilege with the understanding that, in that well-ordered society, the patron in question would also get a cut of the profits, etc. In such a society, positions, and privileges attached to the same, if not extended through families could and would be bought. All relationships are embraced through gift-giving where there is an ongoing trade between relatively tangible gifts and relatively intangible obligations, etc. Such was expected and everything had a price that usually understood and expected. Occasionally gifts were given without such obligations, say, at random to demonstrate generosity or in the spirit of a civic high-mindedness in, say, in the time of some public celebrations, or, in times a crisis, say, a war or famine. Generally, gift-giving was transparent, understood and expected. In such a culture, buying a lucrative office or monopoly was not corruption because, as noted, it was transparently enacted, was understood and expected by the parties in question and all relevant third parties. One might say, what was corrupt, in such a context, would be the case if that office was not properly administered, and/or, that office was run in an exorbitant manner, and/or, if profits gained were not distributed in an expected manner. (251)

I mention this patronage model as it is still with us today. However, the whole concept of traditional gift-giving has been subverted if not perverted. Often, it is a confused mixture of both models, but, also behaviour enacted in a manner that attempts a contest between what should be overt and what is to be relegated to a more covert sense of understanding. A political leader may pay lip-service to a democratic model, but, lets it be known that all political favours come with a price, in effect, reverting to a patronage model. In contrast, in a democratically oriented model, the state take money in the form of taxes and other forms of revenue and then spreads its largesse across a plethora of agencies and then onward to entitled institutions, communities and/or individuals in order to enact its rang of policies in the light of its current policy imperatives, etc. We do not expect a politician to ask for money or certain favours for certain other favours to be rendered. Of course, there may well be fees for the services sought but such monies go directly to the government revenue and not to any politician per se. In a democratic society what, then. would count as corrupt behaviour? Given the innovative nature of the human mind a thorough taxonomy of corruption might tax any mind hoping to be able to comprehensive encapsulate such a phenomenon. However, let me briefly answer this question. (252)


Corruption is usually covert or not transparent (to third parties), and, is enacted through the trading of money and/or favours for other monies and/or other favours and is traded between institutions, political parties and/or individuals with other institutions, political parties and/or individuals. Benefits take either a positive and/or a negative form; i.e., the obtainment of something desired and/or the removal of something that is not desired (but would otherwise be experienced). E.g., a re-zoning of your land that would allow you to rebuild in a more profitable manner. Or, e.g., having your land rezoned in a less profitable manner but being exempted from these new restrictions or having that rezoning reversed or deferred. The corrupt understanding, here, being that money and/or favours were exchanged to oversee that favourable rezoning, or, to have an exemption in the midst of such unfavorable rezoning or having that rezoning reversed or deferred. Obviously, the world of corruption is complex and parallels that aspect of a world that is not corrupt. Indeed, a fine line exists between the same. Moreover, a person could be rendered corrupt by incremental means. A small gift here, a bigger gift there, and so on. A ‘corrupted person’ can also be compromised and that leverage can also be used to expedite corrupt intentions of a party or parties who know or suspect such ‘corruption’. (253)


‘Gift-giving’ is not in and of itself ‘corruption’. Context determines the nature of such behaviour in the light of social expectations guided by public norms in that same regard. People may come to expect their politicians to be corrupt, as a cultural norm, but believe that such behaviour is wrong in the light of social aspirations otherwise. Given this possibility of being compromised any aspiring politician, acting member of the civil service or a company or an institution would best not accept any gifts individually unless that were culturally acceptable and overtly enacted in a transparent manner, or, have such gifts accepted by then publicly given to recipients more worthy or needful of the same be that in that organization or outside that organization. Moreover, it would be good advice for such an aspirant to keep a spreadsheet noting of all finances earned or obtained and all services and goods duly paid for, etc. An accurate and neutrally informative diary might also be a good idea (although the knowledge of such an instrument might be best kept quiet unless the occasion calls for such knowledge and its dissemination). Then, to add to this advice, we should also note that there are occasions when small gifts or tokens can be given or received. Generally, as an unexpected indication of gratitude. If you had, e.g., a demented relative at home who occasionally wandered off and got lost I am sure the fact of the orchestration of a safe and quick return of them to your premises by the Police would find yourself wishing to express your gratitude. I am sure the Police, hopefully, would happily accept a box of fine chocolates given to them the next day by yourself as a token of your gratitude. When an institution has served the community well it is nice to express our gratitude, in some suitable form or other, rather than merely criticize for poor service when it should occur; as our current cultural life-world and the Media are all too often more inclined to do. In reverse, however, it is not a good policy for the Police to walk into a fast food venue and be given free meals even if the establishment is happy to have the Police on their premises as often as possible. On the other hand, again, there are exceptions to every rule… but the giving of small tokens should not be expected. (254)


In the light of the above, it should be clear that my preoccupation with ‘donations’ (and a meaningful reform of the same) is more symbolic! I.e., that donations given with a corrupt intention or as a corrupting influence (for the exercise of a future corrupt intention or a series or set/s of the same) is representative of corruption in general… in all its innovative forms of re-directing, or, rather, mis-directing legitimate political practice and/or economic business (and/or stylistic concerns such as compliance, e.g.).
 That, although donations are focused on, for reasons to be shorted explored, all forms of corrupt behaviour are within its ken. Furthermore, under the third heading of ‘Governmental’, forms of compliance are also to be legislated for, monitored and compliance overseen, hopefully, with the agility and determination to oversee the successful truncation of such mis-directed practices! By ‘agility’ is also meant the suitable framing of such legislation and/or its swift adaptation when monitoring appears to call for that type of response (before the need for royal commissions, lengthy government oversight committees and their reports, when carefully prepared and outlined, that are either delayed, not tabled and/or ignored. At the apex of such oversight there is ever the need for some form of commission against corruption that is suitably framed, properly resourced and neutrally overseen in a professional manner with the powers to call before its court that which is necessary to expedite the swift finding of corruption when present and the even swifter exoneration of those under a suspicion that was found not to be warranted. Without a doubt, even the presence of such a commission could be unscrupulously used as a threat or leverage in the political machinations of those who merely desire power as an end rather than as the means for the expedition, in general, of a political-economic ground that is more conducive for the successfulness of our personal ambitions and social aspirations. (255)

Before looking at these manifestoes in detail, let me explore the reasons why I see donations as central driver to the near-relentless incremental imposition of a neo-liberal policy formation, the ensuing forms of inequity, etc., that have arisen in the shadow of such an overall legislative program, and, the dis-establishment and undermining of our democratic life-world along with an associated rise of populism and disruptive demagoguery… besides inviting a covert world of corruption and all the political-economic peril that that may well entail in its expanded wake.… (256)


First, let me proffer a detailed, working definition of what might constitute ‘corruption’: ‘For the obtainment of benefits and/or the avoidance of non-benefits an exchange is entered into be that of monies, promise of potential earnings, political favours, other forms of obligation, legal advantages, goods, services and/or entertainments between two or more parties at the detriment of the overall welfare of the state or some part of the same or some company or institution, etc., or, the imposition of advantage for one or more parties in the form of the exchange of monies, etc., through the imposition of coercive force actual and/or implied.’ (257)


Put more simply we can say ‘corruption’ is ‘the obtainment of benefits and/or the avoidance of non-benefits for one or more parties to the detriment of the state or some political aspect of the same or some company or institution or some organized group through some form of dubious cooperation and/or coercion. ‘Dubious’ may not be illegal, but, still, frowned upon in a forum of a consensus arrived at through thoughtful reflection. E.g., is it right for Australian politicians to be offered free tickets to key sporting event? What possible trace of corruption could be involved in the viewing of a game of sport and having our representative present at such important events?  Such largess is usually extended through companies owning or renting corporate boxes for the viewing of that game. We might well wonder why companies spend their resources on such a frivolous use of their capital that seems to merely privilege the sporting predilections of their executives and board members, and, on reflection, ask how could this be money well spent? But, such sporting events are also an occasion when company executives can invite key political players and develop relationships with them that could well serve their companies at some future point in time. For what other defensible reason could companies obtain such boxes bought or paid for on the company account? I am sure such venues are not a great place for political-economic forms of discourse, but, obviously, such relationships fostered are valued by all these players both political and commercial. If between rounds short discussion were engaged by such ‘players’ then we may well worry that transparency, etc., is nowhere present under such circumstances. Given this less naïve scenario, we see an exchange of entertainment for access to such politicians who accept such a benefit. But, given such events are more relationship forming, between politicians and commercial leaders, we may well then ask what possible detriment could possibly ensue? Perhaps, at a later time when these relationships are leaned on for greater political and/or commercial forms of benefit? Then, there is the vexed question of politicians claiming travel expenses for these forms of representation. Perhaps it would be nice if these companies also paid those expenses as well. But, then, we are already immersed in a type of situation that is casting a bad optical shadow over such forms of dubious and questionable entitlement (for all the ‘players’ involved)! (258)


As already noted, being compromised can be an incremental affair. It is probably better to be absolutely scrupulous in this regard and never accept any form of a benefit given that later benefits may have more even strings attached to the same. (259)


The use of money is representative of human exchange. However, in the process of exchange, obligations are inescapable but not necessarily sufficiently recognized given their encoding of overt (or more explicit) and covert (or less explicit) intentional structures, etc., that are not always properly interpreted and suitably acted upon. In a contractually oriented form of exchange a predetermined compactual space determines the rules for that process of exchange even if such conventional regulation is not adequately appreciated and/or complied with. (260)


I have added a possible element of coercion to this definition of corruption given that the accumulation of power and/or any obstruction of that center of power could also be expressed through coercive means. E.g., a local militia of some description could also demand some so-called forms of protection for money and other favours obtained through menace. (261)


Now, where in this definition can we insert ‘donations’? And, when do donations take on a corrupt complexion and distort the political system exposed to such an adverse influence. Indeed, what is the nature of that ‘influence’? (262)


Donations are usually given in the form of money. But, in the example above, we saw the donation of ‘entertainment’. Such a benefit is not illegal and, as an act, is obviously transparent (given that these politicians are usually observed, directly or indirectly, as being present). However, for reasons as noted, the optics are not brilliant. (263)


I would also argue that donations, in and of themselves, are neither adverse nor non-adverse, indeed, in some circumstances can be beneficial; as when, e.g., people generously give to those suffering some crisis or natural disaster (usually through an organization or organizations charged with that objective). Donations can also be a mechanism for acts of giving, and, where acts of generosity are an important ingredient in the observance of human relations (and closely allied to the overall phenomenon of sacrifice often central to many forms of religious transmission). The questionable nature of donations is in the ‘influence’ that such a mechanism can transmit to the political-economy in specific sectors or collectively. Hence this oft-repeated epithet of ‘corrosive’ when the observance of the influence of donations is regards as relatively adverse, perverse, disruptive, as distorting the political-economy, as inviting forms of corruption, as potentially disrupting the democratically orientated constitution of our political life-worlds, etc. By ‘etc.’ is also meant the civilized nature of our world as currently constituted should forms of accelerated inequity, etc., create under-classes of the dispossessed, the mis-employed, the under-employed and the unemployed and so. Given this pessimistic vision, how can a nexus with donations be successfully demonstrated and, hopefully, obverted? (264)


As noted, ‘donations’ are a symbolic element in this incrementally arrived at world of corruption albeit a part that can lay a prominent role in what I have terms political-economic distortion influenced by both neo-liberal ideologues and opportunists. Let me explain. (265)


I would argue that there is a nexus between donations and the rise of an over-zealous imposition of neo-liberally oriented policy settings where through forms of induced adversity and inequity etc., we are currently inviting a destabalization of our democratically oriented political life-worlds by populists and/or demagogues if not worse further down the track; such as might be visited through revolutions and their inevitable further deconstruction of the political-economy. So, given this context we need to ask how this nexus is to be represented in such a manner so as to demonstrate this thesis as indicated in the sketch above? (266)


I would now like to understand the influence of donations through the following eight part scheme, namely, donor; form of donation; quanta of donation; intentions (overt and/or covert in orientation); recipient of donation; expectations (reception associated with the specification of this genre); short term ramifications; and, long-term ramifications.
 In order to expose the corrosive effect of unregulated donations and other forms of influence seeking let me first examine these aspects individually and, then, collectively. (267)


What is being examined is the relationship between the donor and the recipient in the context of its ramifications for the political-economy. Donors are individuals; organizations and the auspices of their representatives; and, governments themselves (since they can dispense favours in their own right). (268)


Types of ‘donations’, in an open list, have already been classified as ‘an exchange is entered into be that of monies, promise of potential earnings, political favours, other forms of obligation, legal advantages, goods, services and/or entertainments’. Usually, as noted, donations are thought of in monetary terms; i.e., cash, cheques, bank transfers, promises to fund and pay for certain ventures, etc. The act of donation can be given either overtly and/or covertly; i.e., before the general public, a limited number of observers or just between the donating parties and the recipient parties. (269)

Likewise, the quanta of the donation being either revealed and/or not revealed. It would be true to say that the quantum of the donation invites a form of reciprocity in keeping with that quantum. Only a very naïve person would not understand and believe that “the person who pays the piper calls the tune”, and ‘how much you pay them decides how long they sing for you…’ Influence is quantumatized but the reciprocity of the obligation also demands that such influence seeking is knowingly appreciated by all the parties concerned. Anonymous donations bring their own set of problems such as those that arise from their use, misuse and/or non-use. Donations that are not anonymously received can have consequences that are more directed, although, equally, in their own way, arise through their use, misuse and/or non-use. As examined elsewhere, consequences can be as intended, mis-intended, unintended and/or as not intended (when events unplanned for unexpectedly occur). (270)

Intentions are either overt and/or covert in orientation. All intentions are exercised in their associated genres of behaviour (equally formed, in parallel, between interpretation and directed enaction
). The genre of donating has a range of expressions from a process of giving in order to seek influence to giving anonymously through a desire to give for reasons other than influence seeking, to de-ontologically motivated acts of giving far removed from any desire to see influence. But, such a spectrum does not imply any act of donation need neither fall on any one spot upon the same nor stay put where it might be located given that changing circumstances can re-direct the transformation of those same intentions. In a similar manner, the repetition of the same or similar act of intentions need not be enacted with the same intentions. Interestingly, either the donor or the recipient of a donation could be corrupted by that process although, almost inevitably, should this characterization occur, both parties are likely to be tarred by the same brush. It is not without an understanding of reality to suggest that the donor could ‘corrupt’, to some degree, the recipient or v.v. By ‘corrupt’ is meant the intention to compromise the other party. From that position, more extensive forms of corruption could well be envisaged, although, not without mutual benefit for either party or all the parties implicated in such intent. Anyone party once beholden remains beholden unless that understanding is broken by them and/or by others for them. But, it is also true that the event of being compromised need not occur through an act of donation but from some other act or series of acts that cast that party then as compromised if this fact is generally not well-known (although covert forms of donation or the covert misuse of donations can affect that same course of being compromised and being seen to be compromised and the fear that others will perceive such a psychic state of affairs, etc.). But, to circumvent such a state of being compromised, donations are supposedly conducted at arms length or through other forms of overt public sanitization. The negative consequences of such a ‘corrosive’ activity can then spread until that entire culture is stamped by such adverse characteristics. However, in existential re-construction, optimistically, all parties in that political-economy, when and where possible, should benefit from such enacted interactions. Therefore, it is not differential benefits per se, nor for that matter donations themselves, that are at fault, only the degree to which benefit is selectively de-mutualized within the collectivity of that political-economy. That, in a similar manner inequity, dis-equity and non-equity, etc., should be regarded as states of affairs that also need also to be rectified through process of existentialization when and where this form of transformation can be suitably enacted. In this regard, it is my contention that political-economies too beholden to donations, without suitable restrictions, etc., becomes distorted regardless of the political-economic ideologies found resident therein. Moreover, in my opinion, it is beyond contention that relentless neo-liberal inputs have also distorted Contemporary political-economies through this nexus of donations and their influence seeking along with the ensuing imposition of neo-liberal policy settings, etc., more often than not instituted and enacted to the benefit of those who have gained from such successfully exercised influence seeking. Such distortions have even infiltrated the political arena itself where politicians have had to spend even more time raising funds through this mechanism of donations at the expense of doing their work of being politicians and suitably enacting legislation, etc. The process of elections, often takes a chaotic characteristic, where, in theory, the political complexion can be won, or lost, by a single vote, and, where all forms of inducement for voters offered by parties in serious contention will need to be mustered in order to win that decisive vote. Political parties and politicians have a use for that money, usually utilized for political advertizing, although, a raft of policy promises is also another form of inducement in this same regard (that should also be examined as an indirect form of donation’ but this time directed by governmental aspirations towards the voting public; all too often not much more than a de facto form of bribe). (271)


The recipients of donations either accepting them for themselves or as representatives for the organizations they represent; be they political, business or otherwise. (272)


Given the often mixed overt and covert manifestation of intentions directing process of donation then we need to observe in what manner those intentions are also in conformity or not in conformity with expectations as moulded by those same genres as understood. Hence, in regard to donations, our need to understand the nature of their reception and the actual specification of the genre or genres actually being invoked. An appreciation of this reception, how such donations are actually received, helps us to better understand the ramifications of that reception, and v.v. Ramifications being relatively short-term in orientation or with a longer horizon. (273)

Short-term ramifications have immediate implications and future consequences, albeit over the short-term. (274)

Long-term ramifications have immediate implications and future consequences over the long-term. We must not assume that these two horizons have the same immediate implications. E.g., a person may have a considerable amount of money in their pocket and be hungry and use some of that money to obtain a meal, but, reserve the rest of that finance in order to obtain some other objective of a longer time frame. In a similar manner, future consequences over the short-term and the long-term can be different likewise. In a thorough appreciation of the ramifications of this overall phenomenon of the reception of donations we need to distinguish between such horizons, etc. (275)

Now, this scheme outlined, let me more closely look at this phenomenon of the reception of donations and these short-term and long-term ramifications, etc. (276)


On one hand, it is the hallmark of a relationship that there be gift-giving, demonstrate some form of reciprocity. On the other hand, it is a reflection of the existential character of that relationship that such gift-giving be suitably in harmony with the nature of both that relationship and the manner of its embedding in the world at large. The activity of making a donation can be seen as resting on this natural bedrock of how we relate to others in this same world in which the dissemination of power, etc., is exercised by all those residents in that political-economy. Through this relationship we can understand how acts of donation can either reinforce the existential richness of a relationship and the world in which it is embedded or have the opposite effect, and through such forms of distortion, diminish that degree of existential significance. The existential orientation overseeing the enrichment of that significance, and, v.v., the de-existential orientation overseeing a diminishment of that significance. (277)


In order to understanding this relationship, between gift-giving and donations, let me examine how relationships are engendered in order to better appreciate the corrosive nature of donations when not suitably supervised subject to suitable restrictions. (278)


There is this superficial problem, how is a relationship maintained given its establishment through some form of gift-giving and reciprocity? Gift-giving and forms of ensuing reciprocity, etc., are intermittent, so, therefore, we must ask how is the relationship maintained given such intermittency? (279)


The interactive economy, like all economic perspectives, needs three poles to be envisaged in order to generate the type of circulation that characterizes that economy in question. Let me suggest that we can analogically invoke a form of dissonance or differentiation in the act of giving; that ensuing obligations can be viewed as a form of integration; and, transformations in the relationship can be seen as responses between overt and covert aspects of reciprocity and the external forms of reciprocity between that relationship vis-à-vis all other relationships in the manner of their overall interaction. Now, if we were to differentiate that relationship at some moment of time we would find an imbalance between the current expression of gift-giving, ensuing obligations, etc; without these oscillating imbalances being too great or too small in keeping with the character and intensity of that relationship. On the other hand, in an integration of that relationship over time such differential differences are usually either ironed out and neutralized or allowed to find a certain level as negotiated by its participants (as when a more-wealthy party gives gifts that are more expensive but accepts gifts that are more in keeping with the wealth or non-wealth of the less well-off parties). We can then argue that in order for differentials to oscillate backwards and forwards, in order to establish their overall integrated level of expression, we can also take into account how transformations in effective re-direction influence the course of the existential description that would describe the course of those relationships in question. Thence the dynamic nature in the circulation of this economic perspective. (280)


Correctly, gift-giving is only a small subset of what takes place in processes of interactive reciprocity. E.g., when two people are introduced to each other by a third the two people being introduced will often mirror each other in both stance and gestures. Or, in any genre of behavioral interaction, certain expectations are observed in both the expectation and the realization of their occurrence. So, e.g., in shaking hands on a first meeting both parties will look at each other, smile, oversee the exchange of names by either a third party or by the first two parties, etc. Smiles, names and handshakes are not normally viewed as ‘gifts’ even though we might view them as elements exchanged in this overall process of interaction. In this regard let me make the following distinctions: items and elements of exchange, and, whether the former tokens of exchange are observed in a relatively overt and/or covert manner. So, e.g., a brown paper bag filled with low denomination bills might be given to a political operative… and we would regard this type occurrence as the covert exchange of an item of exchange; it could also be given to this operative with the understanding that a minimum number of exchange elements would be present, say, a name of the donor, no smiles, no conversation, a quick disengagement from the locale where this exchange took place. From such behaviour, we might surmise that both parties are cognizant of what is taking place but do not wish to be overt parties to this exchange, even if enacted in a locale regarded as private, given the fact that this transaction might be deemed to be either illegal and/or not suitable in that specific political life-world and, so, as well, either or both parties might still be suspicious that some form of surveillance could be operating and monitoring this same event? In regard to elements and items let us regard the latter as having some value or valuation beyond the mere introduction of their first presentation. So, e.g., if someone was passing on some important information, be that verbally or non-verbally, we could regard such a ‘token; as very much more an item rather than a mere element in that specific process of exchange. (281)


Now, the question arises, given that the reciprocity of tokens, both given and accepted, is relatively intermittent how is it that such exchange forges a less intermittent relationship? Here, we must suppose that the acceptance of such tokens, primarily with some value beyond their mere exchange, unlike smiles and other signs of a recognition of an other, is converted into obligations which might well then be regarded as relatively less overt. So, overt items, given either overtly or covertly, then become by their very nature relatively covert obligations to the extent such ‘obligatedness’ is thought to be co-recognized.  A metaphor springs to mind. Items given as gifts, in processes of exchange, are a bit like islands in a sea where beneath the water the sense of their obligation connects them just as these islands all sit upon the surface of land albeit with water in between. Like all metaphors, this should not be taken too literally. In other words, we could say items exchanged are exchanged as tokens of certain obligations that are usually understood. Our understanding being forged in a co-recognition of the genre or the set of genres being expressed. In this regard we could also say that ‘donations’ are a subset in the set of gifts gifted to another person or a group of persons or the apparent representatives of the institution to which this donation or set of donations is being directed towards. It could be embarrassing for a certain party, if not both parties, if an intending donor let it be known that they wished to give a donation and invited the politician in question to join them in their car. There, they then handed this politician, very discreetly, a large brown bag full of low denomination bills. Surprisingly, that politician then thanked that donor for their kind anonymous donation on behalf of the Red Cross Society; given that that politician was also its president. Of course, correctly, the donation was meant for the party of this politician. But, as it happened, the donor was very relieved to quickly see that this politician then gave a very unobtrusive wink to be followed with a knowing smile that reconfirmed before both of them that both parties were acting in concert in this matter; that both parties, indeed, were in an alignment in this regard. This cautious politician, in effect, covering their tracks just in case they were being set up in a situation where the ‘donor’ was wearing a wire. This anecdote demonstrating that an alignment is usually present in an act of giving and that some form of reciprocity is usually implicated; i.e., that certain expected implicit obligations follow in the wake of explicit acts of gift-giving. That it is these obligations that give a relationship its currency and endurance beyond that merely encountered in the immediate process of exchange. We should also note that the explicit ‘exchange’, overtly or covertly enacted, is either uni-directional or bi-directional or poly-directional, but, the ensuing obligational expectations endure after the immediacy of that act of such apparent reciprocity in the actual event of the giving-and-the-receiving. That, in that moment of gifting, gifted items are either exchanged or not exchanged but that obligations usually follow on in the wake of the former. Of course, some donations are given completely anonymously and so this relational nexus is never initiated. On the other hand, any donations that possesses some understanding of the identity of the donor or donors deconstructs this semblance of being anonymously given even if some questionable donations are given under the cover of that apparent stratagem. (282)


Non-anonymous donations invite this trading of items for obligations; be the tenor of that process of reciprocity suitable and legal, questionable, or, patently unsuitable and illegal in the climate of that current political context. In effect, we could say that the acceptance of an item, with some value that is not merely nominal invites, obligations with some form of proportional intensity. Moreover, this acceptance of the item of exchange also co-invites its understood obligations almost as if this sense of obligation is contractually entered into. When we incur a debt, we hope all parties are privy to an eventual honoring of that same debt. In other words, the acceptance of the reciprocity apparently involved also implies the co-acceptance of a compactual world besides the more obviously alluded to contractual realm. The recognized presence of the obligations demands we also appear to accept the de-ontological-like dictates of a compactual world. That reciprocity invites the acceptance of implicit obligations in the acceptance of an item where the aspect of a compactual dimension is even more deep-seated and, as such, must take on an even more implicit tenor given that all too often such an aspect is overlooked even in the course of rather overt processes of enacted reciprocity. However, the recognition of this compactual dimension underlying contractual reciprocity does suggest that the obligational drive may well be considerably driven through de-ontological considerations more resident in this compactual realm. That such drivers, and the invocation of others, when and where relevant, may well explain how our relationships are motivated to persist far beyond the demonstrated confines of reciprocal exchange; be that between a co-extensive exchange of items and elements with their co-ensuing positing of obligations and a negation of obligations, or, merely between one instance of gifting and all ensuing obligations as co-intended in their wake. That, when there is an exchange of gifted items then net obligations, to some extent, are cancelled through the swapping of such items rather than between the mere exchange between a gifted item and its associated obligational expectations (be those expectations driven in a mix of drivers that are de-ontologically, pragmatically, legally demanded, habitually oriented, etc.). (283)


In this process of gifting, forming new obligations, gifting back, diminishing and discharging obligational pressures, etc., we can see that at the level of the exchange of tokens (elements and items, and, their intersecting obligational shadows) in most relationships we would experience a cyclical ‘back and forth’ whose periodicity or average frequency and volume or average intensity would characterize the overall impact or average propensity of that relationship. An evaluation of this apparent appreciation giving us the apparent valuation of that relationship at least to the extent it is framed and appreciated in terms of that context. (284)


Now, in the light of the above, how do we differentiate the differences between an act of gifting and an act of donating within the integration of the overall genre involved in the general activity of giving? In this regard we might say that in an everyday relationship between two friends or a group of people that the overall process of exchange to be rather neutral in its overall outlook along with a certain frequency, intensity and propensity of exchanges, etc., that characterize the relative evenhandedness of that type of relationship. In distinction to everyday types of exchange we might envisage that a process of donation is a more one-sided process until the intent of the obligations is effectively discharged or displaced. Interestingly, we might rebadge this desire of people to obtain the ear of a certain politician, this ‘buying of access’ be that through an expensive dinner or a ticket to a lecture or policy speech, etc., etc., is really an event that operates in the opposite direction, i.e., the opportunity for the politician to gain access to the apparent ‘donor’, and, where the donor is seeking, either now or in the future, the obtainment of a benefit or series of benefits and/or the removal of a non-benefit or series of non-benefits. In effect, the donor pays the political or commercial representative/s for them to find access to the donor or the representatives of that donor or donors or directly with the donor or donors themselves. Usually, in the course of an everyday relationship the discharge of obligations is met with a further sequence of obligational-forming behaviour. In contrast, the process of donation giving-and-obtainment is usually focused more on the obligational intent of the donor. The party receiving the donation has other concerns which I shall now explore. The donor, usually, is the more desirous of ‘access’ and not the political or commercial operative who more than likely merely seeks to better finance the political influence of their political organization although other considerations might influence this mix such as, e.g., the possibilities of board memberships, consultancies, during or after a political ‘life’ might also be taken into some form of consideration, etc. (285)


Obviously, the donor, in a political context, want to access the political representative, or, rather, have the political representative find access with them in order for that donor to communicate their aspiration for the obtainment of a certain set of benefits and/or the removal of a set of non-benefits, at some point or period in time. But, the other side to this equation is the very need for donations, in the first place, in a type of political system that oversees that form of an imperative. If politicians granted access from time to time, in a transparent manner, to all worthwhile aspirants, with some form of inevitable apportioning of time and access, etc., in a system where there would be no pressing need for donations, then such interactions could be entertained in a more neutral and dispassionate sense given that such political representatives were needing neither donations nor their needing to be beholden to those who were to give the same. Unfortunately, a political climate that is all too obviously seeking overt or covert forms of donation is either corrupt and where those donations in full or in part will be individually directed to those representative, and/or, one where donations are desired in order to be headed towards the running of that party and overseeing the creation, preservation and/or extension of political power within that political system in question. The system of political donations can also be given in an open spirit with the mere desire to participate in sections of political life appreciated by the donor and approved of and who seeks to promote the same through the extension of the donation (usually of a small size in the relative scheme of things in this regard. But, a large number of small donations can have a considerable effect in their own right). However, my concern is more with donations exercised either with covert obtainment and/or covert intent be that in a corrupt context or in a context that merely seeks donations to create, maintain and/or extend political influence in that system. It would seem that in many democratic life-worlds there is the political imperative to obtain obscene amounts of funding, for advertising, etc., and, that such finance is not just needed but necessary in order for any political party to survive on these very uneven playing fields. The first context, as just indicated, namely, the corrupt seeking of enrichment for personal gain, is always a risk to be run when large amounts of money are being given especially in a form when that finance is not being transparently accounted for, etc. To counter this form of financial misuse a commission to oversee corruption is more than advisable (although participants in this second type of context might resist instituting this innovation merely to prevent the exposure of this political imperative for excessive political finance in order to ensure that the status quo is maintained especially if it is felt to be currently advantageous to the same). Human greed is ever-present and transparency in the donative process would be an advantage here. However, let me now focus more on the political imperatives driving an exponential demand for political funding in our democratic systems as currently configured in general terms… and which has a corrosive effect (quite apart from a corrupt system that ‘taxes’ all forms of profitably political life for the enrichment of its influential political operatives and their attempts to engineer the dissemination of this mode as the preferred default setting in that political-economy). (286)


Let me concentrate my attention on an exploration of this ‘second context’ where financial donation, etc., are excessively sought in order, primarily, to successfully compete in elections through the use of such funds in advertising, etc. (287)


Elections are an example of a chaotic phenomenon. By one winning vote the political complexion of a political-economy can either be maintained or changed. Although a politician might like to win an election with a large percentage of the overall vote, still, a ‘successful’ politician only needs that additional vote that gets them over the line be that in a system where it is the first person past the post, or over that political line in a count of preferences, or, through the winning aggregate of a coalition of parties, or, from the collected votes of a college of voting members. Democratic elections are often referred to as a ‘race’ for the obvious reason that the ‘winner’ is determined through the rules of that contest. Obviously, to obtain political power or maintain political power this race needs to be well-fought and definitively won; even if only by that one extra vote that decides that race. (288)


In the evolving maturation of a democratically constituted political life-world elections could well be compared to an ‘arms race’ where donations are sever sought in increasing amounts in order to obtain and maintain a winning edge over their opponents. As political power is arrived at through parties and not individual political players we quite naturally find it behooves such parties to compete in such a manner so as to maximize their vote in order to obtain power or to maintain the same. Political advertising is seen as crucial in this political arms race. Traditionally, such advertising has been expensive when disseminated in and through the Media; i.e., newspapers, television, radio, pamphlets, posters, corflutes, etc. An understanding that has been generally accepted till recently was that a political edge, in this political arms race, could be bought through the placement of more advertising; especially if your political party could differentially place more add than your closest opposition. To fund this greater amount of placed advertisement, obviously, more funds were needed to be obtained. That meant, in reality, a need to obtain a greater quantum of donated funds. However, there are many who now feel that this relationship between money spent and actual electoral leverage gained to have broken down for a number of reasons, namely, people having a negative blanket-like response to a saturation of electoral advertising, the rise of protest and populist politics that is not so beholden to either donations or needing to engage an advertising war to the same level as more traditional parties, etc. Moreover, we may surmise that in this age of the Internet the cost of dissemination through non-traditional media to be vastly cheaper. It has come to my attention that in the Russian program to influence the American presidential race of 2017 just six ‘fake’ sites alone attracted over three hundred and forty million shares.
 By getting people to like and share social platforms like Facebook, and a certain connectivity between themselves and other social platforms like Google and Twitter, people themselves disseminate such information or, in these instances, actual disinformation. Such free content along with some advertising all gained for a minimal cost. In this light of these sea-changes, an oversaturation of advertising on traditional Media and the potentially unlimited disseminative range of social platforms we should be asking why is there still this need for enormous levels of donations. Is the raising of such finance seen as an indicator of potential political success? Or is it an ingrained pattern of behaviour that has become institutionalized or are there other reasons why the level of donations being obtained seem to keep on just rising (like relishing such attention by the commercial world and the world of large donors seeking to politically influence such elections?)? To complicate matters, we also need to ask to what extent data analytics is being paid for and to what extent it also directs the expenditure of such donated monies through a more personalized form of targeted advertizing? (289)


However, in reality, this issue is very much a can of worms and so let me outline a number of possible lines of exploration and then see how they are connected; should such a connection be able to be demonstrated. More probable positions, at face value, will be given some degree of a linear priority in the following list of ten propositions. Furthermore, I am more interested in looking at this second context, i.e., rather than the corruption of a personal enrichment in a first context, or, the positive nature of many small donations given in a more open but transparently controlled environment of a third context (which I will examine later in this extended-essay). (290)

i.
Politicians have less time to be legislators, etc., given that they must also become fund-raisers.

ii.
Political success of a politician, outside elections, is subverted by their perceived ability to raise funds for their party.

iii.
Political access to the public is subverted by the access sought by representatives of the commercial world and other institutions that lobby politicians.

iv.
Policy formation increasingly represents those sections of the political-economy that have the money and power to promote their ‘voice’, their interests and concerns, over that of the general public.

v.
That politicians are continually watching polling as an expression of their potential electoral success in the advent of either a sudden election or one at a time more in line with expectations and, consequently, subsequent political spin attempts to redress this.

vi.
That although politicians are ‘listening’ to the public at large they really can only ‘hear’ those that lobby them given this imperative for electoral funds through donations, etc.

vii.
In the light of polling and tracking of public opinion through access groups, etc., there is a continual pressure for parties to represent and reflect the overall aspirations of both their electorates and their traditional electoral bases, whilst, at the same time, also criticizing and eviscerating, if not demolishing, the diminishing ‘moderation’ of that real political center (and, by extension, even more so that of an objective political center).

viii.
At the same time there is less incentive for politicians to return the real political center back towards an objective political center given such polarized critiques (of anything approaching a central sense of positioning either real or objective in tenor). 

ix.
A progressive incremental imposition of neo-liberal policy settings, etc., being and becoming, on balance, more reflective of the aspirations of those sections of the political-economy with more power and money (unless public opinion is considerably organized and demonstrably behind some other position in the light of proposition vii., etc.).

x.
The overriding of expert advice in the formation of policy is sometimes a ‘given’ given this powerful pressure from donors and other lobbyists. (291)

Thence the overall ‘corrosive’ nature of excessive funding through donations where legislators are more fund-raisers, need to zealously attack a middle ground in order to create a sense of a distinctive identity yet simultaneously positioning their parties in an alignment with the real political center at the expense of moving it back to an objective political center, and, where political post-electoral success is subverted by an imperative to reward more relatively successful fund-raisers, and, where the public become progressively disenchanted by not having their concerns of neo-liberally promoted adversity and inequity, etc., effectively ‘heard’ and, therein and thereafter, both suitably addressed and suitably redressed, etc. (292)


Are politicians just legislators? Obviously not, for how would they have got voted for if they merely operated within halls of legislation alone? However, a frequent criticism in the context of American politics is much along the following lines…

Virtual Case Study No. 1: Fundraising a Top Priority Mandate to D.C. Politicians

Have you gotten a call from your political party asking for money lately? Fundraising is big business in Washington, D.C. So big, in fact, that your newly elected Congressional representative is expected to spend half of his or her working hours dialing for dollars at a secret phone bank near Capitol Hill.

You read that correctly. Actually, more than half their time, sometimes 6-8 hours a day, is spent not working on legislation. Instead, they are essentially full-time telemarketers who are told that their top priority is to raise obscene amounts of money dialing for dollars. All this, during business hours when they are supposed to be working for you, the taxpayer. Shocking, isn’t it?

This past Sunday, April 24th, 60 Minutes broadcast an exposé unveiling the outrageous phone banking operations of an uncontrollable D.C. political machine. It couldn’t be clearer that Washington is more about making money than it is about effective governing. The American public already has a low opinion of Congress. At last check, they had a 14% approval rating yet 90% of them get re-elected.

During the broadcast, David Jolly, a Republican Congressman from Florida, claims he was told that his responsibility, as a sitting member of Congress, was to raise $18,000 per day. While legislators and staff are prohibited by law from making fundraising calls from their offices, both Republicans and Democrats are free to do so at party owned call centers down the block.

60 Minutes took a hidden camera into the private backrooms of National Republican Congressional Committee (NRCC) operations. Jolly describes these offices as “sweat shop phone booths that compromise the dignity of the office.”
 (293)


The quotation just cited graphically outlines the point I am trying to make and even if it were to be only half-true represents a disgrace to the extent that politicians were elected to be and act as politicians and not behave (or misbehave) as fund raisers par excellence. This same article also notes that such hard-working politicians only have 1 -2 hours per day to sit in on legislative processes. Raising donations, in this second context of donation collecting, is obviously a route that would be best not traveled down if only for this reason. A level playing field for political parties and/or their candidates
 could and would take a lot of steam out of this donations arms-race as just discussed.
 (294)


Rhetorically, do we want our politicians to be primarily fund-raisers? Although legislation is an important role for politicians they also need to meet and greet the public in order to understand the concerns of the public and, therein and thereafter, act as representatives for the public; be that their electorate or the country as a whole, and, even, the role of their country in the world at large. (295)


In the Australian context we have had the voicing of similar concerns.
 Australia’s rules on political donations are also relatively lax.
 The funding of political campaigns in Australia involves a mix of private, public, institutional and governmental funding.
 (296)


Given that political parties see the raising of funds as necessary for longer-term survival in an escalating arms-race between parties seeking ever greater amounts of donation monies then it would naturally follow that those politicians that were able to raise greater amounts of donation monies would be much admired and where such admiration would easily translate into a preference for the pre-selection of such candidates that were able to raise such funds. That political parties are driven to strive for even more money, without a doubt, I am sure, changes the nature of those political parties. Surely, we become what we strive for especially if we are successful in such intent. Therefore, political parties would eventually become more organization seeking a greater expansion in funding and as such would also become organizations less concerned with policy thematization and implementation, legislation, social justice, the greater benefit of their electorates and the countries they also represent. If it is the case that US politicians have essentially become political party fund raisers at the expense of being politicians then what hope other democratic countries are that far behind such an emulation should they also admire and follow the same type of political models? Are we a witness, therefore, in Australia, e.g., to ever increasing amounts of donated monies washing through our political parties? To determine the amount of money washing through political veins is not easy to determine in Australia given that a larger part of it is not fully declared.
 In Australia we have funding from small donations, other receipts, associated entities, political members themselves, and, from some government funding itself as a pre-determined multiple of your primary electoral vote where the current rate is 262.784 cents per eligible vote
). However, the greater amount of donations seems to be given by corporations followed by various unions if we exclude very large donations from individuals.
 However, political influence seems to extend beyond the quantum of donations per se. We also have a revolving door where politicians are co-opted by various industries, and, where the political donation economy is a vast system whose circulation and influence is cycled between government-and-parties; corporations, unions and organizations (and their lobbyists); along with the Media (greatly beholden to electoral funding of advertising at times of elections, and, governmental funding of the advertising of new policies [where all too governments are more keen to tell us what they want to do, and, how good they are at being seen to be seen do something rather than the endless lack of vision present in forms of policy paralysis all too evident in the last decade
]). Sadly, almost every day, when we read the newspapers and various financial journals we are witness to a daily reporting of various scandals many of which have a political basis if not political ramifications. The general public may not pay too much attention to the same in terms of detail, but, the accumulative effect of scandals on a daily basis is itself corrosive of our democratic system when this same public comes to view politicians as not much better than used car salespersons (and I do not mean to be disrespectful to those used car salespersons who are reputable and genuinely enjoy their profession and helping the public to find the right car for themselves, etc.). In the US one of the facets of political life that is propping up President Trump, and his terrible comedy of errors, is the very fact that politicians have such low approval ratings… and the time they spend in their call centers is not rectifying the low respect such current statepersons are finding for themselves. In essence politicians need to both ‘listen’ to their electorates and really ‘hear’ what they have to say!
 In this regard, this extended essay notes that politicians need to constructively deal with issues dealing with both inequality and adversity besides issues of trust and respect… and it is to be strongly argued that a reform of the system of political donations and the obtainment of influence need to seriously and radically reformed!  (297)


Therefore, it would appear that access to the ‘thoughts and reflections’ of our political representatives is severely diminished for those persons and organizations that do not or cannot donate to the same political parties of these representatives. If such representatives are so beholden to this process of having to continually fund the re-election of both their parties and themselves we must question what time they have left to both ‘listen’ and ‘hear’ the anxieties, the cares and concerns of their electorates?
 Then, given the quantum of monies being raised we must seriously question how impartial or partial the recipients of such excessive funding could be given such obligations symbolically embedded in both such donations and their covert expectations of substantial reciprocity… a natural expectation given that all relationships are and must be reciprocated; i.e., a reciprocity between tokens expressing gifts, obligations, etc., all in line with the relevant genres dealing with such social aspirations and personal expectations, etc. (298)


By favouring the influential access of donors, in both frequency and intensity, in comparison to the relatively fragmented and less organized input of public opinion, etc., certain political ramifications can be set in motion with either beneficial or adverse consequences for this public at large. In the US, and elsewhere, we are now seriously witnessing the effects of an epidemic in the over-prescription of addictive opioid medications. Despite evidence based research that calls their general use for pain relief into question an over-prescription of this form of medication has unleashed a dangerous wave of addiction. Legislation that did not suitably restrict their utilization has been very profitable for the drug companies promoting such medications, but, a profit obtained at the expense of the overall well-being of society itself! Over the last decade, in the US alone, the pharmaceutical industry has donated about 2.5 billion dollars into the American political system
 and the expensive consequences of such an ongoing cash injection are now all too evident in the formation of the social misery of addiction being promoted by the over-dissemination of such an unnecessary and avoidable medication. However, from the perspective of this industry, I am sure, the money involved in such lobbying is viewed as ‘money well spent’. Needless to say, this culture of cultivation through donations, extends beyond politicians to doctors themselves, and beyond… (299)


Or, review the stunt where a lump of coal was brought into the Lower House of the Australian Parliament by a Coalition member on February 9, 2017.
 Obviously, such an event could also be viewed as this political party ‘working’ for the coal industry and the fossil fuel’s lobby on the back of implicit donations from such a sector. In the same vein we had the pronouncement that coal “is good for humanity” made by the then Prime Minister Tony Abbott in 2014. With such good grounds for this suspicion that such pronouncements would not have been made if donations were not involved we must ask just how much, or how little, do our political parties get paid to inspire such shameful displays? Such information, for the Australian public, should be easy to access but individual donations are ‘informatively’ hidden behind the collective contributions given by that commercial or professional sector in question, and, then, we have ‘other receipts’ and ‘associates’ diluting the overall reporting of the quantity of donations given, and, no doubt, such under-reporting is further cemented by declared and undeclared ‘gifts’ in the form of dinners, travel expenses and other junkets, etc. We might say that this one lump of coal, as a metaphor, is symbolic of the accumulative effect that donations contribute to the distortion of this complex, controversial area of political debate dealing with Global Warming, the energy debate, the transition to a low carbon economy, ecological questions ranging from the survival of The Great Barrier Reef to concerns over the quality of groundwater in the wake of fracking, etc. A political space where good advice is continually trashed, indeed, ever overturned by ideologues with little reference to evidence based policy formation based on both scientific research and best economic practice. [300]


There is a political imperative called ‘survival’. Individual politicians may invoke this imperative to that extent they wish to invoke the same, however, political parties have a life and a death that transcends individual politicians and this imperative is usually taken for granted. The leadership of this institution of the political party, of course, is appropriated by its chief pathfinders, and, re-fashioned in such a manner so as to promote both its political survival and desire for supremacy. This ‘desire for supremacy’ may or may not be obtained in political reality, but, the course of its expression is beholden to decisions enacted in the light of both those factions that support those political leaders and their responses in the course of reacting to the apparent politics of those events that invite such processes of relatively non-radical redirection or relatively radical re-direction. In a democracy that ‘supremacy’ is decided through the holding of an election, in some form or other, and, where success is realized, by either a candidate and/or party, through the winning of either the final count or the winning of enough votes to form a viable coalition. But the dissemination of political power is a more complex affair and certainly more complex than the mere winning of an election. The extension of power always involves some form of a coalition. Indeed, concerted coalitions can directly override democratic elections or indirectly subvert them. Winning a democratically organized election necessitates the motivation of a coalition of voters who will support the election of those politicians who head the organization of their respective ‘coalitions’. In the imminent light or past shadow of such elections, politicians are beholden to the electoral support of such coalitions in order to either obtain supremacy, extend the range of the current degree of supremacy already in place and/or maintain the current degree of such political supremacy already being exercised. Given this dependency of politicians on such coalitions, regardless of whether those political life-worlds are democratic or not democratic, then the political complexion of such coalitions and other contending coalitions need to be observed in order to monitor the continuing extension or non-extension of such relative political power or relative political powerlessness. In a democratic life-world, given the relative importance of elections, then it is quite natural for its politicians to monitor such electoral opinions, and, to use such information in order to create, preserve, conserve and/or meta-conserve the existence and support of such coalitions. In this regard we can understand why politicians are keen observers of polls, whether secretly commissioned or publicly commissioned, along with the surveying of focus groups and other means for ascertaining the direction and intensity of apparent trends in political aspiration. The publication of polls is a relatively recent phenomenon and their ‘observance’ has been found to have both passive and non-passive consequences for both politicians and their parties. To promote relatively positive trends and reverse relatively negative political trends politicians need to either enact decisions that are popular or less unpopular or frame their political enactions in either a positive light and/or a less negative light. But the creation of such individual and collective political ‘perceptions’ at the end of the day is best to be in an alignment with the political reality on the ground. It is very tempting for politicians, however, to actively engineer favourable shifts in political perceptions and aspirations conducive to the survival of those politicians favoured by such shifted opinions to actively seek such shifts be they engineered through political enaction or the enaction of political opinion shifting, i.e., the engineering of political spin. Moreover, we should realize that elections are a chaotic phenomenon. Political power can be won or lost through winning that one extra vote or through loosing that election through some other party winning that one extra vote. Of course, only the proverbial election is won or lost by one vote, and such a narrow margin would invite serious scrutiny, still, the principle still applies, namely, you need to get over this dividing line between winning that election or loosing that election. Hence the recognition of this electoral imperative that a politician wishing to obtain or maintain political power, relative political supremacy, they need to successfully cross that dividing line and keep successfully crossing that dividing line; as presented in each and every election. Given the chaotic complexion of elections, politicians only need to successfully swing enough votes, by whatever strategy that works in their favour, to win those same elections. One method to swing those swinging voters towards favouring a certain politician or party is to frame, reframe or radically re-frame the political conversation through forms of political advertizing that promote such a shift. Advertizing is usually of a mix of positive and negative forms of dissemination, i.e., placing the politician or party in question in a favourable light and/or cast your political opponents in an unfavourable light. In the tidal wash between such enacted dissemination and represented dissemination (issuing form political advertizing, etc.) political parties will quickly recognize the need to claim the real center of the political spectrum of that democratic life-world in question. If politicians appear to travel too far to either the Left or the Right then they do not carry enough of the electing population to either find relative political supremacy or maintain the same. Consequently, political parties at least try to reflect the aspirations of that real political center albeit with a collection of Center-Left or Center-Right biases in some form or other. As I have argued elsewhere, it behooves politically astute politicians to move the real political center to an objective center, to a more balanced sense of a political center; one that we could argue is more conducive to an environment better able to promote a greater sense of existential re-construction.
 Now, if a certain politician or party were to be more attentive to this spectrum of political opinions and aspirations and aim for those more conducive to capturing this real political center then they would have a considerable edge on the opposition. Unfortunately, in an electoral race, other politicians and parties would want to utilize the same types of techniques and positions that might have given an advantage to others. Consequently, and subsequently, political parties have almost inevitably taken to such innovations and, in the process, have progressively come to reflect each other, albeit in their own way; in the light of their political histories and personalities, etc. In order to maintain a winning edge, in a war of spin, successful political advertizing has taken on an even greater urgency. How is such ‘success’ to be envisaged and more successfully engineered? Through commissioning a greater quantity of advertizing that is better designed and expertly targeted in regard to both electorates and the specific demographics of potential electors. ‘Advertizing’ entails political advertizing, co-opting news cycles, apposite messages disseminated through both traditional Media and forms of non-traditional Social Media, etc.
 With political parties in many ways trying to reflect the real political center, and increasingly starting to resemble each other, political advertizing has taken on an even greater urgency in order to create a positive sense of re-differentiation in order to then gain or regain that political edge in the next series of elections. As an almost inevitable result, political elections between ‘similar’ politicians and parties has taken on an even greater chaotic complexion. To win this race in political innovation politicians, beyond successfully enacted and favourably approved political decision making and policy formation, often feel they need to ‘invest’ in more political advertizing. But this form of political propaganda disseminated through Traditional Media is very expensive and to expedite this approach politicians and their parties need access to ever-greater degrees of political funding. One form of political funding is realized through donations be they given by individuals; organizations, be they commercial or otherwise; and, from governmental resources, be that in a partial format or in an impartial format. But ‘donations’ are a two-edged sword. The relationship between donor and political recipient is a two-way street with such gift-giving invoking various forms of a trade off between gifts and obligations, etc. Gift-giving is a natural feature in human interaction and is indicative of the character of that relationship, but, this mechanism in reciprocity can easily be subverted by the corrosive potential of donations. As outline earlier, donations occur in three kinds of political contexts although we must not assume that these classifications are exclusive being more representative of the political environment or climate in question. In a first context, context one, we have the ‘corruption’ of a political scene that runs on patronage where donations are expected and received for purposes of personal enrichment. This traditional form of political expression perhaps should only be judged as ‘corrupt’ when donations are demanded to a degree that exceeds traditional expectations and their collection is not transparently expedited and/or expedited through the threat or presence of excessive force. In a second context, context two, politicians or political parties through their political organizations ostensively are the recipients of such largesse, but, such gifting is without suitable restrictions and/or suitable forms of transparency. In a third context, context three, donations are ‘transparently’ given subject to suitable restrictions as to the apparent monetary value of such donations and as to who is to give such donations. In this regard, if we were to considerably limit the apparent monetary value of donations given by any party, individual or otherwise, we may well reduce this corrosive influence of unrestricted donations and create a more democratically oriented environment by promoting this form of electoral participation. With such restrictions foreign donations would have little covert import, and, the greater influence that could be exerted by wealthy individuals or organizations, be they commercial or otherwise, would be greatly obverted (assuming no illegal forms of donation entering that political system). However, its should be noted that ‘donations’ are more symbolic of methods for inducing preferential forms of political influence given that governments can pork barrel electorates with electoral promises be that before, during or after elections, and, politicians may well also expect to find profitable positions in the non-political sphere of the political-economy be that in boardrooms, as consultants, political placements on quasi-political organizations, etc. But human ingenuity, being what it is and can be, as a force for either good or ill, the corruption of any political system is an ever-present possibility, and, given no person and no system is ever perfect, this possibility in reality is also an actuality, to some degree or other, that should also be both recognized and suitably engaged. (301)

Therefore, it is quite natural to expect that politicians are continually watching polls as a reasonably accurate indication and predictor of their potential electoral success; in the advent of either a sudden election or one at a time more in line with expectations and, consequently, it is to be expected that subsequent political spin will be entered into in order to attempt shifts in political opinions and aspirations that favour those politicians and/or parties that commission such advertizing, etc. (302)


As already noted, in the US the pharmaceutical industry would appear to have donated 2.5 billion dollars over the span of a decade to individual politicians and their political parties and one must assume that politicians would listen to what these donors have had to say. Of course, this is just one industry and so these politicians are also going to be very busy listening to many other donors and lobbyists from all the other industries and organizations that also seek to be heard. In this cacophony of institutional voices how are the concerns of the average citizen ever going to be heard? But, then, as pointed out, politicians it would seem are ever concerned with polls and what focus groups have to say about the concerns of the public. However, such superficial considerations must barely scratch the surface of both local and national anxieties. Hence my observation that although politicians are ‘listening’ to the public at large, through polling, etc., they really can only ‘hear’ those that lobby them given this imperative for electoral funds through donations, etc. Hence this non-absolute distinction of mine between ‘listening’ and ‘hearing’. To be fair, I am sure, that there are many politicians who try to be professional politicians despite these demands that they also be fund raisers for their parties, conduits for lobbyists, and, recipient for obscene amounts of donated money, etc. (303)

There is, I believe, this paradox. In the light of polling and tracking of public opinion through access groups, etc., there is a continual pressure for parties to ‘represent’ and appear to ‘reflect’ both the aspirations of their overall electorates and their traditional electoral base whist also criticizing and eviscerating the diminished numbers of those moderates who appear to be seen to seriously represent and reflect the real political center found in that democratic life-world, and, by extension, even more the ideals and policies that would reflect and promote those that would coincide with an objective sense of a political center. The ‘real political center’ is where that public is located on a spectrum between an apparent Left and Right which, in turn, could be read as those, respectively, that more favour and preference a social orientation versus a more individualistic orientation. For politicians seeking election there is this imperative to capture the votes of an overall demographic centered in this semblance of a real political center. I would also argue that for the professional politician there is also another political imperative to move that real political center more back towards an objective, less extreme sense of a political center; i.e., one less beholden to either a socialistically oriented set of preferences or a non-socialistically oriented set of preferences or any other set of preferences that are relatively de-centered through ideological pressures such as, e.g., strident forms of nationalism, racism, populism, etc. Of course, I would also include neo-liberalism in this list to the extent such an ideological program moves people away from this non-extreme, objective sense of a center (but not when such policies are moving that overall political discourse towards this objective sense of a political center). How do we recognize and differentiate a real political center from an objective political center, and v.v? In a range of political positions, the real center can be seen as that ideal position that appears to be central on that spectrum of political aspirations. In contrast, the objective center is that ideal position that would arise if all such political aspirations were to be suspended within an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. In other words, it is the healthy center of any political-economy where moderate views would be cultivated in place of de-centered or extremist aspirations. Correctly, it is discerned intuitively, but, is usually understood as being coincident with those position judged as ‘moderate’ and ‘centrist’. However, in a political life-world with a very de-centered real center what is ‘moderate’ may well appear to be ‘extreme’ from the perspective of a less de-centered political life-world. In this regard, the defining of an objective center should note both a non-extreme, centrist type of positioning that neither prefers nor non-prefers positions of either a socialistic-orientation or those of an individualistic persuasion. Interestingly, political parties on both the Left and the Right have admired and appropriated neo-liberal policies of a pro-individualistic bent. This can occur in a de-centered political life-world where the real political center is already markedly to the Right, or, as a reaction to political life-worlds that have an over-institutionalized, relatively pro-socialistic sense of a real political center. Of course, there will be occasions when the political pendulum swings and the real center will be seen to coincide with its objective political center, alas, usually only for short periods of political time given the natural presence and public preference for ideological formats, etc., and their contest in times of both electioneering and otherwise. Such preferences being seen as ‘natural’ given that political discourses are usually conducted through the use of binary options rather than through mediated innovative forms of synthesis and transcendence, etc. (304)

Consequently, at the same time, there is less incentive for politicians to return the real political center back towards an objective political center given such polarized critiques of anything approaching a central sense of positioning either real or objective in tenor. How else are we to explain this paradox of politicians trying to reflect their electorates, inspired through inputs from polling, focus groups, door-knocking, town hall meetings, etc., but, where the middle ground in any form is heavily criticized by both oppositions and even members of your own party? In this regard, I am sure that political pressures from donors and lobbyists, and their overt or covert political party spokespersons, skew policy formation towards more extreme positions and away from forms of compromise, evidence based policy formation, a sensible center, good advice, best economic practice and the like!
 (305)

Consequently, and subsequently, in a range of relatively democratic and relatively less democratic life-worlds we have observed, over recent decades, a ‘progressive’ incremental imposition of neo-liberal policy settings, etc., being and becoming, on balance, more reflective of the aspirations of those sections of the political-economy with more power and money. The exception here is, of course, when public opinion is considerably organized and demonstrably behind some other position in the light of these unavoidable political propositions clearly associated with such obvious overwhelming public support. Although, too, there will be numerous times when even the evident popularity for certain policies will be overridden by those ideologues who have the political power and skillfulness to exercise such oversight; either instituting contrary policies and/or delaying the institution of those policies not preferred for whatever ideological reasons. (306)

It is no wonder, therefore, given this mishmash of competing political of forces that all too often we are left bewildered by the overriding of expert advice in the formation of policy. But, should either these sudden changes or enduring persistence in policy direction be that unexpected especially given the powerful, preferential pressures imposed by donors and lobbyists who obviously must expect some degree of a quid pro quo to be delivered, and kept being delivered, in this field of policy formation, etc. (307)


Donations, in these two manifestoes, are given by individuals, organizations, or, are governmentally directed. Let me examine this classification (as, to some extent, symbolic of political influence seeking). (308)


In the first category, we have influential members of the public giving to political parties, whose generosity, generally, one must assume, was enacted with the non-overt intention of furthering their more organized interests be they commercial or otherwise. We have the recent example of the then current Prime Minister of Australia, Malcom Turnbull, directly donating to his own political party and where the quantum of this donation was not directly reported but ever subjected to rumour.
 However, on balance, in Australia it would seem we are not a witness to incredibly wealthy families giving political donations able to covertly redirect the electoral process to further their own commercial interests, etc? (309)


One must not assume that all personal donations are potentially corrupting of the political process, indeed, many small donations given without thought of direct personal benefit may well be one way a democratic process can strengthen its support from the general public and invite a greater degree of participation in the overall political process. Of course, if small donations are always to be ‘eclipsed’ by larger donations then the general public may well feel less inclined to support that party more open to such ‘influence peddling’. In my third context of donation giving, context three, I would argue that such a form of donation giving is a sign of democratic health rather than glaring defect eroding the democratic process as a result of the corrosive influence of such money and its covert extension of obligations, etc.
 (310)


In the second subheading of these two parallel manifestoes we have donations given by organization, be they commercial in orientation or otherwise. (311)


To understand the nature of this phenomenon of political donations and the reach of such influence let me introduce my second virtual case study.
 (312)


In my second virtual case study I have used an article published both on the Internet, 22 October 2017, and, in print by The Sydney Morning Herald, 23 October 2017.

Virtual Case Study No.2:
 Obesity crisis Industry report revealed
Sugar hit: the tactics deployed to kill the soda tax

[Beverages industry praises itself for turning politicians away from sugar tax]

Esther Han 22 October 2017

The soft drink industry said its fight against a sugar tax was "consuming vast amounts of resources", but by lobbying politicians and bureaucrats it had managed to keep the policy off the table.

In its annual report, the Australian Beverages Council – representing many large soft drink makers including Coca-Cola and Pepsi – claims it has successfully warded off "any legitimate threat of a discriminatory tax".

The peak body is at loggerheads with a coalition of 34 health, academic and consumer groups who are urging the federal government to slap a 20 per cent levy on sugary drinks in a bid to reverse Australia's obesity crisis.

The beverage council warned that a sugar tax was never far from morphing into a draft bill for debate and, based on the experience of its overseas counterparts, it must "constantly challenge" any such threat before it reaches parliament.

"Politically, we have strengthened our profile with various politicians both in Canberra and in state parliaments," wrote chief executive Geoff Parker.

"Naturally senior bureaucrats are equally as important to engage with and our outreach has extended to many departmental offices."

Both major political parties oppose the tax, with the Turnbull government saying it stands "zero chance", despite research suggesting it could reduce preventable deaths, cut healthcare costs and boost revenue that can be diverted to health services.

Dr Gary Sacks from Deakin University, who researches lobbyists, said he was flabbergasted by how openly the council spoke about their successful lobbying of politicians.

"They usually talk about how they're part of the solution, so to see them openly boasting about lobbying politicians against public health measures is a big surprise," he said. "It's normally behind closed doors."

The report provides a glimpse into the goals, priorities and "high-level lobbying" strategies of the group.

It said an annual board meeting at Parliament House in Canberra had allowed members to engage with key politicians and on reflection, the politicians' expressions of support last time the sugar tax debate flared up "was due in part to the positive outcomes from this meeting".

It also revealed it had "broadened defensive lines" to stop the tax. This was the main idea, it divulged, behind the creation of a sugar roundtable, whose key members include the Australian Food and Grocery Council and the Canegrowers Association.

"Undoubtedly the constant scrutiny and criticism of sugar-sweetened beverages remains the industry's most pressing and serious ongoing risk," wrote committee chair Vered Moses, a nutrition scientist at PepsiCo.

"The industry continues to defend people's right to choose whatever it is they want to consume whilst promoting the concepts of moderation and the importance of a balanced diet."

Dr Sacks said the focus on individual responsibility wasn't working, and the government had to improve the food environment.

"The World Health Organisation says taxes on unhealthy foods need to be part of the solution," he said.

He said the government couldn't ignore the calls of 34 high-profile groups for a tax, especially with countries such as Ireland and Mexico passing similar laws.

[In Mexico, it has been reported a tax of about 10 per cent on sugar-sweetened beverages saw a 7.6 per cent drop in purchases of those drinks over two years. This is disputed by the beverage industry.]

"You can see in black and white the lobby's having influence over politicians, rather than the 34 health groups with heaps of academic evidence who know what's best for the public," said Dr Sacks.

"We know the sugary drinks tax works, but it's not happening, and this shows us why evidence-based policy is not being implemented."

[The Liberals, Nationals, as well as Labor, are also reluctant because they have their eye on marginal seats in NSW and Qld that produce and refine sugar. The Liberals lost Qld's Herbert to Labor last year.]

Mr Parker told Fairfax Media nothing in the report should be a surprise, as the council's core function was to speak on behalf of its members.

"The evidence is clear they do nothing to reduce obesity and only serve to hurt consumers and the local manufacturing industry," he said.

"We speak to governments and oppositions, just as those groups who think we should have additional taxes do, and talk about ways our industry can be a part of sensible solutions to serious issues."

Health Minister Greg Hunt's spokesman said he categorically rejected the assertions made.

"The Coalition's policy on this matter has been consistent and unchanged for many years now," he said.

He said the government was tackling the obesity crisis by encouraging Australians to live healthy lives and focusing on driving grocery prices down.

Jane Martin from the Obesity Policy Coalition said the sugar roundtable reminded her of how the tobacco industry reacted when it felt under threat, "building opposition, building a research agenda and personal relationships with key political representatives".

She said she could hear the industry's voice echoing in politicians' statements.

"I think industry are winning at the moment, but the research is continuing to build and 26 jurisdictions have implemented a levy," she said.

"The industry, like the tobacco industry, wants to delay, wants to obfuscate the evidence, and that's why they're doing their own research and push back against evidence-based research," she continued.

"We're trying to improve health, while the industry is trying to preserve profits. We're not in this for the money, we're in this because we care about the public's health."

Sugar and soft drink manufacturers maintain a strong lobbying presence in federal parliament. Industry leader Coca-Cola has four registered external lobbyists in Canberra, all of whom are former government employees. (313)


In this reported article, in the titles we find the expression ‘soda tax’. In this American expression we have an allusion to the fact that lobbying against a ‘soda tax’, i.e., a ‘sugar tax’, is an international phenomenon reminiscent of lobbying conducted by the tobacco industry or those industries pertaining to fossil fuels, etc.
 The only oblique reference to an international setting of the terms of lobbying is found in the expression ‘based on the experience of its overseas counterparts, it must “constantly challenge” any such threat before it reaches parliament.
 Of course, the word ‘threat’ is an emotive word which could be translated as merely ‘a loss of profit’ rather than as ‘any form of physical or mental threat’. This article then continues to note that the Australian Beverages Council in its annual report states ‘“Politically, we have strengthened our profile with various politicians both in Canberra and in state parliaments,” wrote chief executive Geoff Parker.’ Moreover, the next paragraph in this annual report notes ‘“Naturally senior bureaucrats are equally as important to engage with and our outreach has extended to many departmental offices.”’ Again, we have the need to translate what might be meant by the expressions ‘profile’ and ‘outreach’. Once we understand that this is donated monies ‘speaking’ we can understand ‘profile’ to mean ‘a financial relationship between political parties with obligations to leave the status quo in place’, i.e., by not introducing a tax on the sugar content of beverages. That the ‘outreach’ of such a lobbying effort extends not only to Canberra but also state parliaments, but, surprisingly, also to senior bureaucrats in ‘many departmental offices’. This sinister sort of language almost parallels the infiltration of government by a spy network belonging to a foreign power (which, in some ways, it could be seen to parallel assuming that such lobbying is also internationally directed and funded as well?). One can only hope that senior bureaucrats have not had their doors opened by anything other than those donations already given to the current political powers that be? Of course, that might exclude just afternoon teas, occasional dinners, small gifts and other token incentives along the way – who know? I am certainly not suggesting that this opening of doors to bureaucrats was expedited by anyone other than the ministers of those departments and those people that they would have delegated to arrange such contacts. But, unfortunately, money does speak and very loudly in this type of situation because both major parties are content to leave the status quo in place despite evidence based policy advice from ‘a coalition of 34 health, academic and consumer groups who have been urging government to slap a 20 per cent levy on sugary drinks in a bid to reverse Australia’s obesity crisis.’ Should we not conclude that the lobbying power this peak body has could only have arisen from the potentially pernicious power of donations? As this article notes this report states: ‘its fight against a sugar tax was “consuming vast amounts of resources”, but by lobbying politicians and bureaucrats it had managed to keep the policy off the table’. I am sure, for the moment at least, from the point of view of this Australian Beverages Council and its members, this is money well spent! (314)


In the third subheading in these two parallel manifestoes is governmentally directed ‘donations’. On one hand, governments could legislate that all political parties and/or their politicians should receive electoral funding according to some formula for the distribution of such largesse. In many ways, such an option is to be preferred for a number of positive reasons if only for removing politicians from the corrosive influence of donations. On the other hand, governments, with a ‘democratic’ complexion, have a very bad habit of so-called ‘pork barreling’, i.e., extending grants, and the like, to certain electorates in order to fund infrastructure projects, etc. However, this process can be subverted to in such a manner so as to ‘buy’ votes form that electorate in support of the party directing such largesse to that electorate. This could be either to win political support in that electorate (or the nation as a whole) or to maintain and extend support in that electorate (or in the nation as a whole). In this regard, we should also note the use, rather, misuse, of governmental finances to fund advertising campaigns supporting the governments introduction of new policies or new programs… when even the least cynical of people in those in those electorates, or in the nation as a whole, feel that such information is not much more than propaganda informing us that the government is doing something, or, appears to be doing something in that area of policy. (315)


In my third virtual case study let me examine a claim made by the Australian Labor Party in that the current Coalition is indulging in rampant ‘pork barrelling’:

Virtual Case Study No. 3:
 The Apparent Misuse of Governmental ‘Donations’

This article is taken from the Sydney Moring Herald written by Eryk Bagshaw, 11 October 2017. The print version is headed:

Politics Nationals dispute figures

Labor claims all the pork is barreling to Coalition seats

The Internet version is headed:

Federal Coalition pork-barrels own seats up to 138:1, Labor claims

The Turnbull government spent $132 million on community development grants in Coalition seats in NSW and only $3.5 million in Labor-held electorates in the lead up to the 2016 election, Labor figures claim.

The 37 to one ratio in NSW pales in comparison to Queensland, where the Turnbull government spent $138 million on community development grants in Coalition electorates up to the 2016 election and just over $1 million in Labor-held electorates.

The Nationals are strongly disputing the figures.

A spokesman for the Regional Development Minister Fiona Nash said their analysis showed $19 million went to Queensland Labor electorates and $35 million went to NSW Labor electorates.

"This pathetic lie was invented by Labor this weekend to create a headline it could ask questions about in Senate Question Time this week," he said. 

"Labor's Community Infrastructure Grants Fund put $30 million into Coalition seats and $141 million into Labor seats. Labor sent five times as much money into Labor seats."

According to figures obtained by Labor, Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce's northern NSW seat of New England, which could be heading for a byelection if the High Court rules against his eligibility as an MP on citizenship grounds, received 13 per cent of the state's entire community grant income up until the 2016 election.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull's blue ribbon seat of Wentworth received up to $12 million in community grants, 9 per cent of the state's allocation, while having the second highest score of socio-economic advantage in the country according to the Parliamentary Library's electorate index.

The seat with the highest level of socio-economic advantage in Australia, North Sydney, received $9.5 million in grants in the lead up to the election, the fifth highest level in the state, compared with the safe Labor seat of Parramatta, which received only $11,000 despite being among the most disadvantaged areas according to the Australian Bureau of Statistics.

The grants are designed to target grassroots organisations, securing the support of local voters without expensive policy announcements.

Among those to benefit was the Walcha Rugby Club in Mr Joyce's electorate, which received a $10,000 grant, while his deputy, Fiona Nash, spent $600,000 on 12 netball courts in Forbes.

The Queensland Liberal seat of Leichhardt received $40 million while Capricornia banked $20 million. The closest Labor-held seat, Blair, received $435,087.

In Victoria, for which a full state breakdown is not available, the Turnbull government gave the marginal Liberal-held seat of Latrobe $6.5 million to restore the historic Puffing Billy steam train line.

"This takes regional rorts to a whole new level; there's simply no way community projects in government electorates are 135 times more deserving than those in Labor electorates," Labor regional services spokesman Stephen Jones said.

"This program is supposed to be about the long-term viability of local communities. Clearly it's been about the long-term viability of the Turnbull government and its senior members."

The Nationals spokesman said at least $18.9 million from the Community Infrastructure Grants Fund went to Labor electorates in Queensland, not $1 million.

In NSW, at least $35.9 million went to Labor electorates, not $3.5 million, he said.

The practice of funding election promises in marginal seats, known as pork-barrelling, is not unique to the Coalition government.

When Labor was in power it called them community infrastructure grants.

Up until the 2013 election, Labor awarded $141 million to its own seats, while handing $30 million to Coalition seats.

"Labor gave nearly five times as much money to Labor seats as it did to Coalition seats," said Minister for Regional Development Fiona Nash said.

"They need to respect the intelligence of the voters. Their hypocrisy is disgraceful." (316)

Even if we were to agree to the criticisms of the National Party, as expressed in this text, the ratio of money currently spent in Coalition electorate to that spent in Labor electorates would then become 138:54 which merely continues to prove the same point made by this article. But, regardless of who is in government, for the ruling government to favour those electorates that voted for them is a blatant misuse of governmental powers and finances… (317)


Obviously, a philosophy that deals with our misgivings re donations must also regulate in a bi-partisan, or better, in a non-partisan manner the awarding of all grants, etc. Such a pro-democratic philosophy should also include provisions for a commission against corruption with full powers to investigate and recommend for prosecution misuse of donations in all its multifarious forms! (318)


As noted ‘donations’ are symbolic of forms of giving than in and of themselves are neither necessarily positive nor negative in the political context. In context one they serve the personal enrichment of an individual or a set of associates that may or may not be viewed as corrupt in that specific political setting. In a setting of traditional patronage this form of giving mirrors what happens in most everyday relationships, certainly those relationships of a more contractual nature. A system of patronage moving in a more corrupt direction when such gifting is both covert and excessively co-opted. We should be aware that patronage is still with us although political interactions in a democratic life-world have turned this on its head – we do not directly pay officials for their services, we may pay for those services in a user pays system, but, those officials are paid a wage or salary, or, perhaps offer their services on pro bono basis. In context two they enrich a political party whose political imperatives are usually political survival and supremacy. In context three, with reasonable limitations of the size of donations, we usually have a relatively healthy system of political donations; namely, the desire usually on the part of many parties to support a political party of their choice. But this third context is predicated on small donations with no direct nexus between the donor and their wishes other than their signaled support for their party of choice. Such support can be seen as a sign that that party is apparently listening to the electorate (although whether that proves to be the case or not is another matter given the large amount of money in the form of small donations raised by candidate Trump). In the potentially positive light of this third context it would seem natural to preserve some system of donations in a democratic system but to scope such a procedure in such a manner that the distortions inherent in a political system that runs on obscene amounts of money, etc., are to some considerable extent removed. Of course, human nature being what it is there will always be those who are either swayed by temptations or invite the same. Despite such risks that any reforms will be gamed donation reform is an important imperative in overseeing the healthy continuation of democratic processes. Therefore, in real donation reform certain guiding principles need to be recognized in order to orchestrate a reform that can be truly called a ‘reform’. Whenever we hear such a term being used, especially when iterated, we always need to ask ourselves the important question “reform by who for whom or what?” (319)


In this pursuit of this crucial area of political reform let me proffer the following provisional guidelines. (320)


That donations should be engineered in a third context, namely, in limited amounts, with the identity of the donor registered and verified (that they have not given beyond the stipulated maximum donation) but not necessarily advertised, all published on the Internet in relative real-time, say, within 24 hours. If donations were quite limited in extent then it would not matter too much if businesses (with shareholder support), organizations, lobbyists, etc., or, for that matter, even foreigners and/or their foreign governments were to contribute. On the other hand, such donations need not be seen as tax deductible given that not all members of society are taxpayers and would benefit from that form of deduction (so, why institute that benefit for some and not everyone?). (321)


That governmental support of parties be mandated once a political party appears to garner a certain amount of support say, at least if greater than five percent of the voting electorate. This support should be for party structures, say, a chairperson, a treasurer responsible for publishing all funding and expenditure, a spokeperson, one or two researchers and one IT specialist. Say, paying the salaries of six people on a ‘professional’ level of pay. Then all candidates that win pre-selection in their party, should they get say more than five percent of the vote, should be compensated at some fixed rate decided beforehand. (322)


A third prong of this reforming ‘fork’ should be, first, the non-partisan distribution of grants to various electorates, etc., second, the non-partisan institution of governmental advertising,
 and, third, the incorporation of a commission for the detection and prosecution of corruption. A forth facet of this third ‘prong’ can be the blanket awarding of salaries to successful candidates on the grounds of parliamentary attendance and electoral work, the awarding of supplements to the Prime Minister, Shadow Prime Minster, treasurer, speaker, chief whips, ministers, etc., etc., in a direct recognition of their responsibilities, etc. A fifth facet being the automatic awarding of blanket travel and accommodational expenses in the form of a set allowance regardless of whether it is used or not. Governmental travel being paid for by the state, etc. A sixth facet noting the registering of all small gifts and the non-personal acceptance of those above a certain value; accepted but given to a certain charity or disposed of by an independent, non-partisan committee to a certain set of charities. A seventh facet should be a non-partisan awarding of positions to certain governmental boards, to the diplomatic service, etc. An eighth facet being a two-year prohibition against the appointment of members of parliament in any lobbying capacity whatsoever or to any board of a business run for profit.
 (323)


To summarize such donation reform, as sketched here, let me note the following headings to reiterate what has been briefly noted above: 

i.
Small limited donations that can be given by any party that are registered, verified and published in relative real-time (with personal anonymity only).

ii.
Mandated financial support of parties that have reasonable representation, and, mandated payment of candidates able to get more than say five percent of the electoral vote.

iii.
Non-partisan distribution of grants, non-partisan awarding of governmental advertising, a commission for the detection and prosecution of corruption, generous but reasonable salaries for all electorally successful politicians, etc., blanket allowances, registration and/or redistribution of all gifts, independent awarding of posts,
 and, a timed prohibition on politicians becoming lobbyists or board members, etc. (324)


The raison d’être behind such a reform in donation laws is to primarily take the heat out of electoral funding, return politicians to being politicians rather than non-occasional fund raisers, produce an even playing field for all parties and their candidates, and, secondarily, to return a greater voice to the voting members of an electorate, give a lesser ‘voice’ to businesses, organizations, influential individuals and their lobbyists, etc., and, ensure governments abide by evidence based policy in the light of best economic practice subject to critical forms of public review, etc. (325)


In parallel to donation reform we also need, back to back, a reform of all practices associated with lobbying. (326)


The reforms outlined above, under the rubric of donation reform and lobbying reform, would be assisted considerably by increased degrees of transparency, accountability and responsibility; the next three subheadings of these two manifestoes which will now be more closely examined. (327)


‘Transparency’ is the formal representation, in a text, series and/or set/s of texts, of a formally conducted process recorded in a form that proffers immediate, in camera public review or retrospective public access, say, on the Internet with only minimally acceptable restrictions placed upon the former, and, with no limitations on the exercise and dissemination of ‘professionally’ performed forms of critique utilizing such textual records. By a ‘professionally’ performed critique is meant those modes of discourse that are held up as acceptable within that field of discipline; i.e., as correctly citing those texts alluded to, running relatively coherent and non-contradictory arguments, and reaching conclusions on the grounds of valid arguments all enacted with a respectful propriety despite the potentially apposite use of rhetorical devices, sarcasm, irony, satire, etc., also being utilized. (328)


‘Accountability’ notes that all relevant document creation, whether in public view or not before the public view, should be signed by those who created, contributed input, amplified and/or translated the same, and, the recording of all such information re document formation should be relatively accessible, say, on the Internet. (329)


In contrast, ‘responsibility’ should oversee the relevant collectively arrived at giving of assent, when called for, lest those who are merely accountable for the genesis of that documentation be made purely responsible for its policy enactment, etc., and, the recording of all such information re responsibility should be relatively accessible, say, on the Internet.
 (330)


Now, first, before we examine these concepts of Inscription (and Reputation) we have an important philosophical problem to address, namely, to what extent can we be transparent, etc? (231)


We can be neither absolutely self-transparent nor absolutely other-transparent to others. Intentionality is a chaotic phenomenon and in points of bifurcation intentionality can be resolved by being re-directed in a direction neither necessarily predetermined nor determined in real time. On the other hand, we are creatures of habit and decisions once made can be obviously demonstrated in the form as found to be enacted; although, people in recounting such decisions may not be clear as to why such a decision or series or set/s of decisions where followed. Then, too, the representation of such decisions can be misrepresented, misremembered or dissimulated for an infinite variety of reason even though, again, no reason is ever equally weighted with some other (otherwise intentions could never be enacted and, therein and thereafter, be either acted upon or not acted upon). We cannot walk down both sides of a street at the same time so in walking along a street it is obvious an intention was formed to walk on this side or that side, or, down the middle. Then, when asked, that person walking down the street could say they were ‘going to town’ when they were only merely going to go ‘towards that town’ in question. Or the person with dementia may have decided to go to town but then whilst walking in that direction forgot where they were going and why they thought they were going to town. Or, the person who said they were ‘going to town to do some shopping’ may well be setting out to visit a secret lover or to gamble some more money in their local club, etc., and not want that person who they spoke to to know what their real intentions were. So, if we see someone walking along a street we can infer they have intentionally decided to walk along that street, however, as to why they have made that intention we may well have to ask them, trust that their reply be honest, and, something that our observations may or may not be able to confirm. (332)


However, the problem of transparency (and the problems of accountability and responsibility) move us into a territory beyond mere misrepresentation, misremembering and/or dissimulation. We can be neither absolutely self-transparent nor absolutely other-transparent. The process of forming intentions is a process where no intentional decisions will be made until that time an intentional decision is formed in a process of resolution. Here there can be little transparency other than noting the fact that, currently, you are not able to make a certain decision or you are not willing to make a certain decision in this period of time. Transparency should only apply to relevant and reasonably thematized intentions that have been clearly enacted and, either acted upon or not acted upon. In this regard, transparency should be reviewed as a formal process of representation that is both suitably relevant and thematized in relation to certain intentional objectives that also need to be spelt out. Furthermore, this process also needs to be both meta-textually appreciated in terms of genres and con-texts, and, evaluated in terms of its apparent relative existential valuation or relative non-existential valuation. In effect, this relatively formal process of representation needs to have boundaries and inscribe only what is relevant to those stated objectives. (333)


All intentional processes leave parallel trails of deposition given that such resolution reconfigures this world as lived. Formal representation merely formalizes this process in a text, in a series and/or set/s of texts that within the parameters of the expected conventions for such representation. So, e.g., a committee working on the thematization of a process of policy formation, to begin with, should merely note objectives, information to hand, certain currently non-evidence based suppositions, possible policy responses, etc., and, when arriving at a resolution of this process, then note the resolution or resolutions arrived at as the outcome or outcomes of that specific or particular process of policy formation. If the members of this committee decide to have a break in the middle of this process this decision to have a break would not normally be expected to be included with the resolutions realized in the deliberations of that committee (although it might be included in the minutes of those meetings which formally represents a different set of intentional objectives, namely, the recorded deliberations of that meeting itself rather than the formation of policy per se). (334)


Transparency, as a policy, implies the open, formally recorded inscription of deliberations concerning the formation of policy deliberations, and, the final formation of policy, in that same regard, if and when it should be arrived at. With what boundaries should such an approach entail? Let us imagine a number of scenarios in order to flesh out this policy of transparent inscription (in conjunction with accountability and responsibility). (335)


A politician and lobbyist might be friends. They have dinner together. The lobbyist asks his politician friend if he could lobby along certain pre-understood lines for the realization of a certain objective (either for the government to enact x or not to enact x). The politician might be wise to say “he would try to be of assistance but that all presentations need to be formally represented and delivered to the appropriate committee dealing with that type of request”. Such a presentation would need to be tabled and the final deliberations of the committee in question would need to be also inscribed and disseminated (and, today, this should be in relative real time, say, within twenty-four hours, and, place online in the appropriate section dealing with such governmental business. It is my suggestion that such reports be stored on some form of a blockchain in order to avoid their later alteration, be subject to deletion, additional insertions, etc., etc. (336)


In this anecdote there is nothing improper in two friends discussing possibilities, however, in introducing the same for governmental deliberation a formal process of transparent inscription must be followed as an adjunct to such inscriptions we should also note all appointments, further submission, relevant documentation, demonstrations of evidence, arguments why such policies were chosen and as to how and when they would be enacted (via the Civil Service), etc. all policy thematization and enaction should also be subjected to suitable forms of critical review (and likewise inscribed using a blockchain mode of record formation and disseminated via the Internet). (337)


In an environment of insufficient donation reform and lobbying reform then information relevant to such practices should also be co-inscribed. (338)


Extending the anecdote just recounted, our politician could put this lobbyist in touch with a bureaucrat in the appropriate section of the Civil Service to follow up on such lobbying, but, again, appointments and submissions should be formally documented and presented, etc., to the requisite committee/s. (339)


What does not need to be recorded and presented in a documented form? Two politicians having a coffee or meal together and discussing political strategies to further certain projects, policies, etc. But, again, to follow through on such private deliberations, formal submissions would need to be made in an open, transparent, accountable manner with collective responsibility being exercised on the successful completion of such policy thematization. (340)


Given that absolute transparency is not possible how is a ‘spirit of transparency’ to be best conducted? In policy formation, e.g., the groundwork for such a framework needs to be recognized in the formation and presentation of policy papers, problematic considerations, statements of raison d’être, tabling of relevant studies, noting policies already in operative in other jurisdictions, etc. Then, the genesis of that policy framework and its ensuing policy formation also needs to be outlined and by noting process forms of accountability and all signed and sealed with a collective end-process form of responsibility. (341)


Given that ‘acccountability’ notes ‘all relevant document creation’ to what extent is there a both potential philosophical problem and a potential non-philosophical, practical problem of implementation what issues might need to be first addressed? (342)


Absolute accountability is equally a philosophical problem (like absolute transparency and absolute responsibility). All intentional behaviour involves the necessary adoption and adaptation of a meta-textual genre or mix of genres in order to be even able to take place. We cannot be absolutely original in this regard. On the other hand, we all use cliché to produce something that is unique in the course of our interdependent existential histories. We take what is to hand and then make that our own. Every note on a piano or harpsichord, e.g., is a ‘cliché’ but how those notes/clichés are played indicates to what extent originality of adoption and adaption is in place when a specific person goes to plat that instrument. Similarly, every genre of behaviour is a cliché but how that cliché is performed within the intentional representation of its con-text indicates the relative genius or otherwise of its performer. Accountability is a two-way street that both lets us see who were instrumental in its gestation, and, give to those innovators a signaling of their authorship or co-authorship in this same regard. Like a great artisan or artist this signing and signage let us see who is responsible for the formation of this process of policy thematization or whatever else is being thematized. ‘Politics’ is the dissemination of power and this dissemination can only be extended through the cooperation of others (be that through co-operation and/or co-option). In this regard, such things taken to an extreme, we have a philosophical problem that no process of innovation can be absolutely innovative. On the other hand, the unique specificity of that process can be signed by noting such authorship, or, more likely, its co-authorship given the necessary implication of a committee in the formation of policy design. An overall practical problem of implementation or problems arising in regard to the overall implementation of this policy of accountability then present/s themselves through our asking ourselves to what extent and in what manner are the co-writers of a process of policy formation are needed to formally signal their accountability through such singing and signage. However, like any practical problem, genres effectively prefigure both their problematicity and their resolution. There can be no practical problem without a genre that recognizes such problematicity, indeed, frames it. In this light, we have only to attend to those conventions already in place to get some understanding how processes of resolution in this regard generally operate. In this regard it behooves philosophers, operators, etc., to note the form of such potential genres of resolution, and, when necessary, refine their adoption and adaptation, and, then behave accordingly. (343)


We have similar considerations in regard to the observance of responsibility. The absolute philosophical and practical extension of responsibility is an impossibility, but, absolute responsibility is not absolutely needed. In this observance of conventional guidance in response, and a refinement of the same when and where necessary, a suitable degree and balance in this mix of transparency, accountability and responsibility needs to be correctly observed. Accountability and responsibility promote transparency, and v.v., etc. Therefore, we can assume that increased degrees of accountability and responsibility assists us in being more transparent without actually trying to be more transparent per se. Or, by trying to be more transparent we could well be moving towards a greater degree of accountability or responsibility. That, effectively, these aspects need to be co-configured and co-refined in the thematization of policy formation; an attitude that should be equally applied in thematization, implementation and critical evaluation of that overall process of policy application. (344)


Responsibility can be seen and the collective accountability taken at the relative end of a process of policy thematization, or, at the end of a period of policy implementation, or, at the end of a process of critical policy evaluation. Absolute responsibility is impossible to enact let alone encounter, recognize or engage. But, then, absolute responsibility is not necessary to act responsibly. Moreover, one of the ways to promote and indirectly define responsibility is to invoke greater degrees of transparency and accountability besides also defining the observance of those conventions that promote this general concept of responsibility. (345)


Now, let me explore why greater degrees of transparency, accountability and responsibility promote a more democratic sense of political process, and, how a more democratically oriented sense of political process also promotes these same virtues of transparency, etc? (346)


I have argued elsewhere that no democracy can be absolutely democratic. Even if everyone voted on legislation, policy, certain proposals, etc., we still cannot be absolutely democratic since the very items to be placed on this agenda would need to be voted on, etc. Consequently, the democratic process has to be representative to some degree. I would argue that transparency, etc., is a way to better promote the democratic process because the exercise of these virtues, and others, invites ‘participation’ be that virtual and/or non-virtual in orientation. Indeed, such ‘openness’ also invites a sense of criticalness that is both self-critical and other-critical in complexion. Self-critical’ in the sense that one watches the behaviour of one’s own sense of self if one knows and feels other to be watching the same either now or later. ‘Other-critical’ in the sense that what one does is left open to be reviewed by others through such transparency, and the effective signage and singing of accountability and the effective signage and signing of responsibility. ‘Two heads are better than one’, and, often, but not always, ‘the more heads the better’, etc. I.e., critical review, suitably enacted, can be an avenue for promoting better patterns of cultural and political transformation, etc. However, the word ‘critical’ has two connotations, namely, one positive and the other negative in orientation. It is very easy to see the faults of others even if those others were striving to perform in the light of best practice. This is one reason, to counteract excessive negativity, opposition, etc., why stronger versions of accountability and responsibility need to be taken on board. This strengthening of the resilience of a political system is very important because increased levels of transparency, etc., may well invite greater degrees of negative criticism (especially in the light of Media often wishing to focus on more sensational facets in political discourse at the expense of reporting more positive but less sensational contributions). A refinement of conventions should be able to decree if a government minister, e.g., need merely express a mea culpa and a promise to take the ensuing insights on board, or, fall on their metaphorical sword and resign, or, for that matter, whether perhaps it would be more appropriate that the entire government should resign and take this drastic act of collective responsibility, etc. By noting co-accountability and co-responsibility, if not collective responsibility, we remove this critical tendency, e.g., for an opposition to merely claim a head or for the head of a department to merely make a scapegoat further down the hierarchy in the pecking order of that organization. Co-accountability and collective responsibility circumvents this critical tendency to automatically invoke a firing or resignation; especially when firings or resignations could weaken the overall policy process through a loss of such expertise. On the other hand, when radical incompetence is obvious then it should be neither covered up nor non-dispatched, although, as a consideration, the apparent difficulties of conducting that policy program should also be taken into account in how the reviewing of that situation is to be both addressed and redressed. (347)


Let me now introduce a hypothetical, virtual case study looking at the exercise of responsibility in regard to the historical, non-indigenous treatment of the indigenous First Australians as represented in The Apology voiced by Prime Minister Kevin Rudd in the Australian Parliament on Wednesday, February 13, 2008 titled: Apology to Australia's Indigenous peoples:

Hypothetical, Virtual Case Study No. 4: The Apology


Prime Minister John Howard was insistent that government could not nor should not apologize for things they did not do other than those actions or non-actions committed by it in the past and for which it should rightly be seen as responsible. Therefore, the government had no role for apologizing for the course of events that occurred fifty, one hundred, two hundred years ago. Moreover, the Australian Government was not even in existence prior to Federation realized on the first day in January, 1901. On the surface this argument would seem to be reasonable? In a similar vein we could ask should the current German population be responsible for what their grandparents or other relatives did or did not do, if they lived in Germany, during the period when German government was exercised by Adolf Hitler? How could you be responsible for what you, yourself, could not have done? However, this argument evades representative responsibility to the extent an organization with temporal links with certain forms of continuity to that past can represent previous eras of governance and accept a limited form of responsibility in the process. A process assisted through the reasonably accurate dissemination and discussion of those historical events, individually and in aggregate, in a climate that promotes transparency, accountability and responsibility and notes the presence or absence of the same during that period or those periods of time under such question. In this regard we can accept the ‘working legal fiction’ of organizations, despite their transitions and transformations in their culture, as able to represent themselves in spite of time, their transitions and transformation in organizational culture. We would normally expect a bank to compensate its customers if that institution had rogue elements in its organization who corruptly damaged the investments of certain customers of that bank charged with the professional stewardship of those same funds. It could well be that a court case, in the form of a class action, might take ten to twenty years to reach a final, successful conclusion for those litigants collectively operating within that class action. Now, hypothetically, it may well be the case that no members currently working for that same bank were working for this bank during the time when those rogue operators were corruptly running amok, but, still, such a fact does not absolve that same bank from it inherited liabilities. In a similar fashion, governments can and should make apologies, when and where it is felt appropriate to do so, for the misguided roles played by previous incarnations of that ‘government’, despite time, transitions and transformations in political culture/s, etc. Now, limited responsibility and limited liability granted, how should such an apology be exercised beyond the mere formal presentation of an apology or similar? The mere expression of a mea culpa does not seem suitable.
 Surely, the enunciation of an apology should also signal a professional change in direction more in keeping with the aspirations directly or indirectly attested to in that same apology? Then, some form of restitution, symbolic or otherwise, might also be enacted… as well as spelling out some path of restoration in order to somewhat undo the ongoing historical damage that may still be present in the wake of such distant policy decisions? However, in taking such representative responsibility, should the Government that issues that apology also oversee the resignation of its current minister for Indigenous Affairs, or, indeed, oversee the resignation of that entire government? In this regard, a consensus may have formed that an apology, etc., should be formally declared, however, I am sure there would be no expectation that ministers should resign or be fired let alone that the admission of this apology should serve as the focal point and prime cause for the resignation of that entire government. Obviously, in the forming of such a consensus, that an apology should be expressed, then it would be the role of political leadership to go ahead and conform with public expectations and proffer such a limited admission. Indeed, in a representative form of government, people not only expect such forms of representative responsibility but also the political courage of their politicians to lead in the advocacy of such expressions! Perhaps if the political representatives of their respective political parties where less obsessed with political survival, fueled by donations and shielded by patterns of non-transparent obscuration, they might feel there were occasions for all politicians to transcend partisanship and exercise viable and fruitful forms of limited responsibility on the behalf of their electorates, on the behalf of their nation as a whole, etc?
 (348)


In this new era of the Internet we are now in a position to promote the democratic nature of the political process by invoking this more open approach to Circumscription (Imputation) of donations, etc., and, Inscription (Reputation). Imagine, e.g., if the input into the formation of any policy noted the prominence of certain lobbying individuals or groups and equally noted their donations etc., given and the same were to be listed every time they were to propose such input. In this respect, e.g., say, ‘Mr X (a lobbyist for the group Coal for Humanity; donor of $x to political Party A and $y to political Party B etc.)’ proposes that ‘more coal be used in electricity generation and more coal be exported overseas’. I am sure the representation of their donations would weaken the integrity of their arguments and that this system of donations would be very quickly dispensed with should donation and lobbying reforms were to be also instituted? On the other hand, on a more level playing field, there would be no immediate reason why this group should not present submissions favourable and profitable to those businesses that have commissioned this group to lobby on their behalf. If donations were only delivered in a third context, through small relatively anonymous donations, then I am sure better policy advice that was both evidence based and reflected best economic practice might well be less likely to be overruled or weakened through forms of compromise (that, effectively, would deconstruct the raison d’être of that policy or set of policies as originally proposed and enunciated in the political thematization of its policy formation as an apparent result of the ‘distorting pressures most likely emanating from such influence peddling’). (349)


The democratic process is strengthened through suitable forms of participation. Whatever promotes such participation promotes its associated democratic processes. Suitable donation reform takes the heat out of the political process when political advertising becomes less of a political imperative. The Internet should be seen as a vital instrument in exercising positive and productive forms of political dissemination. By mandating suitable degrees of inscriptive behaviour we seriously invite more involved forms of participation. Hence this call, being put forward here, for both circumscriptive and imputational reform and inscriptive and reputational reform in the manner as provisionally outlined. (350)


But, without a doubt, serious democratic reform is also needed to address the consequences of the ideological distortions of an over-promoted neo-liberalism, etc. Therefore, this call that democratic reforms also take into account reforms in the areas of negative Proscription (and Re-Computation) and positive Prescription (and Disputation). Let me now explore the second half of these two manifestoes. (351)


In a climate of excessive levels of donation, etc., the raison d’être of this manifestoes notes this influence of this aspect in a ‘distortion’ of political processes. In a lack of best inscriptive practice often such distortions will escape notice. Hence this concern for better levels of inscriptive quality. In a promotion of a proscription, through a removal of the impact of such negative facets, and, in a promotion of prescription, through prioritizing the effect of such positive
 factors, the overall raison d’être of these manifestoes is to improve the positive economic quality of the overall political-economy. By ‘economic quality’ is meant that which promotes the overall richness and enrichment of the political-economy for all of its participants in all its sectors. How is this objective to be realized? (352)

 
It has become fashionable lately, especially on the Left,
 to discuss and implicate ‘inequality’ (henceforth to be generally expressed as ‘mis-equity’) as a prime problem for the successful survival of future democracies on the evidential grounds that when levels of equality are too inequitable we find the inevitable distortion and eventual disruption of a democratic life-world.
 I have previously discussed and defined ‘mis-equity’ as ‘a mix of past inequality under the rubric of past inequity (but which still persists as a differential economic handicap for those who are so relatively disenfranchised), current (trends for increasing) dis-equity in rates of pay and working conditions), and, (the threat of) future non-equity if people were lose their current employment and either cannot find re-employment or find employment in a form not commensurate with previous qualifications and/or employment history or can only find casual employment or short-term contracts or similar (whose net recompense and/or conditions are less that that as previously enjoyed)’. (353)


Under the rubric of ‘inequity’ I have discussed what I term ‘inter-generational theft’ and ‘intra-generational theft’. For theft’ we might more politely re-express that term as ‘differential possessive uptake’ given that the intention ‘to steal’ per se is generally not present. By ‘inter-generational’ is meant ‘the fact of finding out that there is an increasing difficulty for later generations to covert capital and labour into equivalent forms of capital preservation over time’. By ‘intra-generational’ is meant ‘the fact of finding out that there is an increasing difficulty for some members of the same generation to covert capital and labour into equivalent forms of capital preservation over time given that this process of conversion was never commenced or was intermittent or interrupted or disrupted or was unable to be enacted for whatever reason or reasons’. (354)

Let me proffer a simple illustration of what this means for those people who wish to rent in the city of Sydney in the light of the following virtual case study. 

Virtual Case Study No. 5: Intergenerational/Intragenerational Theft Through Rents

In looking at the cost of renting a studio or one-bedroom apartment in Sydney I found that for Strathfield, fifteen minutes by fast train from Central, the average cost would appear to be around $400-$450 per week leaving practically nothing if your income were derived solely from the aged pension which, for the single person, is currently $447.20 per week. In contrast, if you an aged pensioner who wished to live in Blacktown, forty-five minutes by fast train from Central, the average cost would appear to be around $350-$400 per week leaving $97-$47 per week to live on. Admittedly, my investigations into what appeared to be the average cost of renting was cursory. On the other hand, I am quite certain that cheaper places to rent, in this category as noted, would be very difficult to find and would be of a quality and/or location that would leave a lot to be desired. I would seem to imply that on a good axis of fast transport you would at least need to live fourty-five minutes, by fastest train, from the center of the Sydney. In other words, for the aged pensioner who does not own their own home, renting a self-contained apartment in much of Sydney, with reasonable access to good transport, is now almost impossible. However, the question now remains ‘has this always been the case?’ Over the last twenty years, for flat/unit rentals, it would appear that Strathfield has seen rents rise on average per annum 8.68% and in Blacktown the annual average has been 8.89% per annum.
 In other words, a trend accelerating at a greater rate than both inflation and income with adjusted costs of living taken into account. This same trend is mirrored in the renting of houses. Furthermore, the ability for one person on a median wage to support a mortgage on the median house price found per suburb has meant that there are fewer suburbs each year where this could occur, till, recently, a point has now been reached where only a few suburbs are left on the margins of this city where such affordable accommodation is still available for such a worker. Moreover, this trend is also reflected in the fact that people who have bought into units have also had also to face an acceleration in increasing body corporate fees. In Blacktown that might mean about $2,600 per year, and, in Strathfield that could be around $3,400. However, in the Sydney, in or near the CBD, these fees seem to average around $8,200 per year. With this trend continuing to increase, for the aged pensioner who lives in a strata title dwelling close to the center of Sydney and who has no other income than their pension, even this option would need to be seriously reviewed. On the other side of this ledger, those who have invested in a family home or other property have seen a similar exponential increase in the value of such property vis-à-vis inflation, e.g. Given these high costs of accommodation or the increased size of recent mortgages, in order to get into the property market, we are witnessing one prominent form of inequity (as demonstrated above).
 (355)


On a personal touch, when I arrived in Sydney in 1980, my rent for a one-bedroom apartment in a block of four apartments, in Stanmore, about fifteen minutes by a slow train from Central, was $48 per week. At that time the aged pension was around $3,174.60 per annum or $61 per week. If I were receiving this pension then it would have left me $13 a week to live on. That would have been difficult but not impossible. In the interim, in real dollar terms, pensions have increased, but, over this same time the cost of accommodation has accelerated at a greater rate. In the light of this relative anomaly, it behooves politicians to both assist pensioners with accommodational needs, and, more importantly, for the community at large, set about deploying policies that reverse such trends. This could include, e.g., cutting negative gearing, increasing capital gains tax on profits made on properties, introduction of a land tax in lieu of stamp duties, not penalizing pensioners wishing to down-size, scrapping current asset levels for means testing, mandating an adequate level of social housing in all housing developments and redevelopments, etc. The market, by itself, is obviously incapable of doing this process of auto-rectification, therefore, it behooves governments to proactively set trends in place that resolve this type of issue, namely, inter-generational and intragenerations differential possessive uptake, being, in this instance, the creation, preservation, conservation and/or meta-conservation of actively utilized accommodational stocks in the overall housing, apartments and rental markets. (346) 


To put the previous virtual case study into a more meaningful context let me say that from such statistics, in Australia, those who do not own their own homes will not be able to afford to rent in a major city like Sydney if they were to be solely dependent upon the aged pension on retirement. Moreover, if current trends for increasing body corporate fees were to continue, then people in apartments will face a similar predicament in coming years. What this means is already taking place – an army of elderly who through sheer accommodational necessity cannot afford to retire if they wish to continue to live within a major Australian city. (357)

Virtual Case Study No. 6: A Misguided Cut in Penalty Rates?

My text here is The Sydney Morning Herald, February 27/28, 2017; Cuts in penalty rates another victory for dubious ‘biznomics’; Ross Gittins.

Cuts in penalty rates another victory for dubious ‘biznomics’ 

When we look at all the crazy behaviour in the United States, we comfort ourselves that it couldn't happen here. Well, last week we took another step in that direction.

Why do blue-collar workers get so alienated and fed up they vote for someone as mad as Donald Trump? It couldn't be because, while America has waxed fat over the past 30 years, their pay has been stagnant in real terms.

Penalty rate cut: how did it happen?

Workplace reporter Nick Toscano contextualises the Fair Work Commission's announcement on Thursday that Sunday penalty rates paid in retail, fast food, hospitality and pharmacy industries will be reduced from the existing levels.

How have the top few per cent of US households captured most of the economic growth for three decades?

Three main reasons, which apply in varying degrees to us.

Women to bear the brunt of cuts to penalty rates

'Not balanced or fair': restaurant owners miss out on penalty rate cut

First, because globalisation and "skill-biased" technological change have produced a small number of winners and a large number of losers.

Second, because far from using the tax-and-transfers system to require the winners to compensate the losers we've gone the other way, making the income-tax scale less progressive and tightening up on payment of benefits to people of working age.

Third, because although the economy has changed in ways that weaken organised labour, we've doubled down, weakening legislative arrangements designed to reduce the imbalance in bargaining power between bosses and workers.

Unions weakened:

The unions have been weakened by the greater ease with which employers can move their operations overseas and by the technology-driven shift from goods to services.

The legislative attack has focused on removing union privileges, weakening workers' rights and weakening workers' bargaining power by discouraging collective bargaining and favouring individual contracts.

In the US there's been a failure to raise minimum wage rates. Here, there's been a decades-long campaign to eliminate penalty rates for people working "unsociable" hours which, supposedly, are anachronistic.

The mentality that produced these developments is "bizonomics" – something that sounds like economics because it repeats buzzwords such as "growth" and "jobs", but isn't.

In Australia, micro-economic reform has degenerated into a form of rent-seeking that's saying the way to a prosperous economy is to keep business – the people who create the jobs – as happy as possible.

This bizonomics isn't new, of course, as attested by its slogan: What's good for General Motors is good for America.

Less is more?

As it relates to the labour market, the proposition is that the way to make things better for everyone is to make life tougher for the workers.

Pay them less, give them less job security in the name of greater "flexibility", acquiesce to business's ambition of making working life a 24-hour, seven-days-a-week affair, and we'll all be better off.

The flaws in that argument – and the price to be paid for playing this game for decades – are now more apparent.

For a start, the number of workers and their dependents far outnumbers the bosses and owners and their dependants. So if all you end up doing is transferring income from the workers to the bosses, far more people lose than gain.

Of course, that's never what we're promised. The promise is always that the loss to existing workers is justified by the gain to all the would-be workers who'll now get a job.

Trouble is, too often you end up with a lot of workers making a sacrifice with only a handful of would-be workers finding jobs.

Experiment without evidence

The Fair Work Commission's decision to cut Sunday and public holiday penalty rates for workers in hospitality and retail is an experiment in trickle-down economics, based on faith rather than evidence.

That makes it like everything else on big business's "reform" agenda: the immediate benefits come directly to business – in the form of cheaper labour – but, not to worry, those benefits will trickle down to the rest of us, so in the end it will all be much better for everyone.

Do you wonder why the punters don't believe it and conclude simply that "the government" has cut wage rates to benefit its big business mates, thus adding to their disillusionment and willingness to vote for populist fringe parties?

As I've explained before, the claim that lower penalty rates in retailing will lead to growth and jobs is – like the argument for protection – based on a fallacy of composition and the absence of "economy-wide" thinking.

The most likely effect is that total consumer spending remains little changed, but more of it's done on Sundays and goes on recreation and retail.

Plus an apartheid weekend, where the high-paid still get it, but the poor have to work.

A fearless prediction: now business has got some of the "reform" it's seeking, no one will ever bother to come back in a few years' time and do a proper study to check whether all the promises we were given ever came to pass.

Ross Gittins is the Herald's economics editor. (358)

This author has contributed a number of article criticizing neo-liberal policies, etc. Also note another article by Ross Gittins on this topic in The Sydney Moringing Herald, July 24, 2017: Big business influence wanes as public rejects ‘biznomics’.


The author of this article addresses the apparently convenient, neo-liberal blindness that the business world is very happy to co-opt and which could very easily be recognized as another form of rent seeking, as merely a mode for greater profitability under the speculative cover of possible greater employment. In effect, this re-writing of the rules of remuneration is one more way to reduce the social contributions that businesses should be returning to the community given the basis of their support is in this very community itself. It is an existential fact that we all must live in this world together and that valuing the labour of others is one way to positively promote a more productive world whose collective profits can then be equitably reshared given these economic trends that appear to be indicating the opposite. At the end of the proverbial day, the viability of business relations with the world at large is dependent upon a healthy, existentially oriented compactual environment... and that whatever supports this environment supports the enhanced potential for greater profitability, indeed, a greater profitability, in its widest sense, for all the inhabitants of this democratic life-world. (359)


If we reread this article and use the Subliminal Checklist posted earlier what headings might we note as fruitful points for a process of discussion (and, then, a later discussion on innovative exploration and consolidation, etc?)? (360)


In this regard I note the following headings:

2.   Deregulation (relative de-privileging of regulations be they effective or otherwise)

3. Non-Interventionalism (by governments in the form of minimal policies, etc.)

6.   Mis-Equitization (privileging the top one percent of the one percent, etc.)

10. Hyper-Compensation (for executives)/Hypo-Compensation (for non-executives)

11. De-Unionization (emasculation of union influence)

15. Non-Consequentialism (enactions without due consequential analysis)

17. Denigration (of others, losers, institutions, regulations, government, rule of law, etc.)

23. Disempowerment (disenfranchisement though misguided notions of freedom). (361)


Let me briefly discuss the potential import of these headings. (362)


We have here an instance of a minimization of regulations that have traditionally, more or less, ruled the process for standard remuneration. One of the arguments the Orwellian named ‘Fair Work Commission’ used to argue for this relative deregulation of these penalty rates was that the fact this traditional regulation was not being complied with and meant it was less profitable for employers who did comply. Such an argument should have been ruled out of court. That compliance should have been enforced should have been the right response to this obvious neo-liberal pseudo-argument. Then a process of de-regulation was also argued on the ground of a non-evidentially based ‘trickle down economics’. More profitable employers will employ more staff may be the case in some situations, probably in a few instances, but that many employers who make a greate profit will employ more staff is a fallacious argument. Moreover, as noted, it is not evidence based, and, I am sure no evidence seeking will be put in place to either confirm or disconfirm this seemingly pro-business, convenient, neo-liberally inspired article of faith. Even if this Commission made this ruling it could have been countermanded by politicians who should have overruled such disenfranchisement of this section of the working population who are more likely to be young, female, students or unskilled people or people with qualifications unable to currently find commensurate employment or people who feel they need to supplement their wages should they also have a second or third job. Without a reasonable degree of union support these workers are also prime candidates for an ongoing erosion of their earning capacity in this form of employment. We also witness an example of non-consequentialism to the extent that workers of either or any gender should be paid a fair level of compensation for their labour expended and fairness here has been established by this tradition for Sunday penalty rates.
 Many cafes and restaurants will charge more on weekends and holidays, and, then, a good business person would make sure, in their business plan, that their costs and returns were averaged over the entire week, if not the year, and not merely computed on just a day by day basis. To comply with these new regulations, effectively, is denigration of the worker by the employer. Indeed, a number of employers have made it a point of their doing business in their community that they will continue to pay their employees these penalty rates as they were before being cut by this Commission. Otherwise, we have one more instance of an ongoing, incremental disempowerment of the worker in line with neo-liberal philosophy where such mis-equity and increased adversity is a sign of economic strength when, in truth, it can only add to a de-stabalization of our democratic life-world through mechanisms already noted but which will be further explored. (363)


Ongoing workplace adversity and increasing levels of mis-equity I would argue, in line with such notable economists as Thomas Piketty et al, is de-stabalizing and will further de-stabalize our democratic life-worlds whose stability we all too easily take for granted (and it would appear we are all currently complicit in accepting this fact given the non-arrest of this process of de-stabalization without needing, I might add, any help in this regard from forms of interference from relatively non-democratic influences). (364)


A statistical appreciation of the many themes in our Media, traditional or non-tradition, should alert us to this published level of disenchantment being increasingly expressed in and through forms of disgruntlement, be that sentiment politically or non-politically expressed. Given such demonstrations of concern, it is almost beyond belief that the Coalition went into the 2016 Australian Federal Elections with practically a sole policy promoting a massive tax cut for businesses on this non-evidentially based and quite discredited neo-liberal belief that tax cuts for both businesses and the wealthy, given that the two are virtually inseparable, should have been so prominently disseminated. But for the continuing handicap of previous Labor disunity, the Coalition only won that election by one vote in the Lower House at the expense of loosing a considerable number of it more moderate, Center-Right members… a fact that has now migrated into the progressive loss of power demonstrated by this leader, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, who could not control his own party and where disunity increasingly mirrored that previously demonstrated by Labor. 

Virtual Case Study No. 7: Coalition Election Platform: 50 Billion Company Tax Cut

The Coalition ran an election platform for a ‘50 billion dollars tax cut’ (actually costed at about 48.2 billion dollars) This policy only passed the Senate in a form where a small tax cut was given just to small businesses.
 Basically the Coalition’s policy was rendered half-stillborn, or, a zombie policy. 

The Conversation: The full story on company tax cuts and your hip pocket.

May 18, 2016. John Daly and Brendan Coates

The full story on company tax cuts and your hip pocket
A long-term plan to cut the company tax rate from 30% to 25% is the centrepiece of the Coalition’s economic plan for jobs and growth. The Coalition maintains the change will boost GDP by more than 1% in the long-term, at a budgetary cost of $48.2 billion over the next 10 years.

But the very Treasury research papers relied on by the Coalition tell a more modest story than the headlines. Using these papers, we show that the net benefit to Australians in the real world will be only about half of the headline benefit, and it will be a long time before we are any better off at all.

The short story

The Government has made two claims about the economic impacts of its plan to cut the company tax rate.

On Budget night Treasurer Scott Morrison said that the tax cuts would:

“… mean higher living standards for Australians and an expected permanent increase in the size of the economy of just over one percent in the long term.”

Later last week, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull said:

“The Treasury estimated last year…that for every dollar of company tax cut, there was four dollars of additional value created in the overall economy.”

Sound in theory, but there’s a back story

In theory, cutting the company tax rate boosts the economy in the long term. All taxes distort choices, and thereby drag on economic activity. Taxes on capital often have especially large economic costs because they discourage investment, which is mobile across borders. By some estimates, roughly half of the economic costs of Australian company tax ultimately fall on workers, as lower company profitability leads to lower investment, and therefore lower wages and higher unemployment.

But while the theoretical argument for company tax cuts is straightforward, the real story is more complicated.

The twist: a tax cut for foreign investors

The twist in the tale comes from Australia’s system of dividend imputation, or franking credits. The effect of this system is to make the company tax rate for Australian resident shareholders effectively close to zero. In nearly every other country, company profits are taxed twice: companies pay tax, and then individuals also pay income tax on the dividends, albeit often at a discount to full rates of personal income tax.

But in Australia, the shares of Australian residents in company profits are effectively only taxed once. Investors get franking credits for whatever tax a company has paid, and these credits reduce their personal income tax. Consequently, for Australian investors, the company tax rate doesn’t matter much: they effectively pay tax on corporate profits at their personal rate of income tax.

As a result, although Australia has a relatively high headline corporate tax rate compared to our peers, in practice the comparable tax rate is lower – at least for local investors. As a result, many of the international studies about the impact of cutting corporate tax rates are not readily applicable to Australia.

Local shareholders do get one small benefit from cutting corporate tax rates. If companies pay less tax, then they have more to reinvest, so long as the profits are not paid out to shareholders. Yet in practice, most profits are paid out. Therefore a company tax cut will generate little change in domestic investment.

By contrast, foreign investors do not benefit from franking credits. They pay tax on corporate profits twice: first at the company tax rate, and then as income tax on the dividends. This means that a cut to the company tax rate provides big benefits to them.

This week The Australia Institute pointed out that foreign investors from the United States and other countries that have tax treaties with Australia may not benefit from the company tax cut, because their home governments will collect the gains from any cut to Australia company tax as additional company tax. Yet this would only occur when foreign firms repatriate profits earned in Australia to the home country.

The big reductions in net tax revenue – and therefore the large benefits to companies – are expected when the corporate tax rate is cut from 30% to 25% between 2022 and 2027 for larger companies, including the bulk of businesses that are foreign-owned.

The headline from the Treasury modelling for the 2016-17 Budget is that this cut will ultimately increase GDP by up to 1.2% meaning larger foreign companies are attracted to invest more in Australia. The finding is based on work contained in a Treasury research paper that modelled the long-term impact of a company tax cut.

Activity is not income

However, it is a mistake to assume that all the increase in economic activity will make Australians better off. We often use Gross Domestic Product – the sum of all economic activity – as a short-hand measure for prosperity. But when the benefits disproportionately flow to non-residents, GDP can be misleading. It’s much better to look at Gross National Income (GNI), which measures the increase in the resources available to resident Australians.

Treasury expects that cutting corporate tax rates to 25% will only increase the incomes of Australians – GNI – by 0.8%. In other words, about a third of the increase in GDP flows out of the country to foreigners as they pay less tax in Australia. And because most of the additional economic activity is financed by foreigners, the profits on much of the additional activity will also tend to flow out of Australia.

You don’t get something for nothing

Yet even this increase in GNI of 0.8% is not the best estimate of the improvement in living standards Australians can expect from the Government’s company tax plan. If company taxes are lower, other taxes have to be higher, all other things being equal. In the modelling discussed so far, Treasury first assumes that these revenues can be collected by a fantasy tax that imposes no costs on the economy.

But that’s not what happens in the real world. So the Treasury research paper also models the scenario in which personal income taxes rise to offset the reduced company tax revenue. On this more realistic assumption, Treasury estimates that GNI will increase by just 0.6% in the long term, or roughly $10 billion a year in today’s dollars.

Other wrinkles in the story

Even this more modest Treasury figure may well over-estimate the long-term boost to GNI. In the real world, progressive income taxes impose higher costs than the hike to a hypothetical flat-rate personal income tax that Treasury modelled. Companies may also not increase investment as much as Treasury expects, and those firms that are part of oligopolies in Australia may not increase wages by as much as Treasury assumes.

While these are reasons to expect that the Treasury modelling overestimates the economic benefits of a company tax cut, they are offset by some more conservative assumptions. Treasury believes that tax cuts modestly change how much firms shift profits overseas; it may overstate how much tax cuts flow into additional profits rather than higher wages in those industries that it does recognise as oligopolies; and it may discount the benefits of investors making less distorted choices between debt and equity funding.

The verdict on the first claim

The bottom line is that, on Treasury’s own modelling, a corporate tax cut will increase Australian incomes in the long term by up to 0.6%. The Treasury research paper doesn’t commit itself to a timeframe, but it cites other work that expects the economic benefits of company tax cuts to take 20 years to bear fruit, with half the benefit in 10 years. Given that the important (and expensive) part of the corporate tax cuts only starts to take effect from 2022, Australia will be waiting 25 years for a 0.6% increase in incomes.

This economic benefit needs to be seen in context. If Australian per capita GDP and GNI increase at 1.5% a year (as the budget papers routinely assume), then over 25 years, incomes will rise by 45.1%. Corporate tax cuts mean that instead, incomes will rise by 45.7% – or perhaps a bit less. It may still be worth doing, but it’s not a plot twist that dramatically changes Australia’s story.

Others claim that in the past, company tax cuts have had no measurable effect on the economy. This is disputed – there may well be a link between corporate tax cuts and economic growth. But it’s inevitably hard to see in practice because on Treasury’s own modelling the economic effect of company tax cuts is small relative to other changes.

Not four-to-one, more like dollar for dollar

This brings us to the Government’s second claim. Late last week, Mr. Turnbull said that each dollar in company tax revenue cut would deliver an extra four dollars in GDP.

His claim appears to be drawn from an earlier 2015 Treasury research paper that modelled the economic impact of major Australian taxes, including company tax. The more recent Treasury working paper, released in Budget week, implies a slightly larger $4.30 increase to GDP from each $1 in revenue cut.

But again this misses a big part of the story.

First, this claim is about GDP, and therefore includes the disproportionate increase in the income of foreigners. Our analysis of the Treasury modelling shows that the increase to Australian incomes, or GNI, is only $2.80 per dollar of revenue lost from a corporate tax cut.

Second, when corporate tax is replaced by a still hypothetical but marginally more realistic flat rate income tax – rather than a complete fantasy tax that has no impact on the economy – the increase to Australian incomes is less again: only $1.80 per dollar of revenue lost.

Third, the Prime Minister has framed the boost to the economy in terms of the long-term increase to GDP per dollar of company tax cut. Treasury calculates the revenue “dollar” lost after considering the additional tax revenue that the government hopes to collect from all taxes in twenty years time as incomes rise because of greater investment.

Many people would interpret the Prime Minister’s statement to compare the ultimate benefit per dollar of tax revenue given up in the shorter term. On this basis, the increase to Australian incomes in the long term is only $1.20 for every dollar given up in the short term as a result of corporate tax cuts.

This story ends the same way. Corporate tax cuts may be worth doing, but the outcome is unlikely to set pulses racing.

The journey matters

So far, as the Treasury research paper does, we’ve focused on the long-term economic boost from a company tax cut once the economy has fully adjusted. But the journey to get there also matters.

For a decade, a cut to corporate taxes will reduce national income. Foreigners will pay less tax on the profits from their existing investments in Australia, reducing Australian incomes. Foreigners own about 20% of all capital in the economy, so it’s a big windfall gain for them. We estimate that when a 5 percentage point tax cut for big business is first implemented, national incomes will be reduced by about 0.5%, as a result of the immediate loss in company tax revenues formerly paid by foreign investors.

The benefits to Australians from a corporate tax cut only accumulate slowly as foreigners make additional investments. Treasury cites a paper that estimates that the benefits of corporate tax cuts take 20 years to flow through. Assuming that these benefits increase at a constant rate, Australian income will only be larger than otherwise after about 10 years.

Of course, the upfront costs of a company tax cut over the first decade must be offset against the long-term gains. On our estimates, the loss of income incurred over the first decade will only be offset by higher incomes after about 19 years. If Australians want the modest economic benefits of a corporate tax cut, they will be waiting a long time.

The moral of the story

Company tax cuts are not a knight in shining armour to save the Australian economy. On the basis of the modelling that the government uses to support its case, corporate tax cuts can make a modest contribution, and then over the very long term. That story won’t sell as many copies. Truth, on this occasion, is duller than fiction. (364)


One critique in the Australian Financial Review is of the opinion that this company tax cut is not well thought out in both the light of international tax treaties and its underlying assumptions.
 Moreover, one must struggle to understand why the government would even want to sell such a complicated policy other than to back up through sheer faith the repetition of their mantra of “jobs and growth”. In their first paragraph, this article sums up many of the misgivings the skeptical might have:

There is no strong evidence to support the government's claim that cutting the company tax rate will boost "jobs and growth". And there is no strong evidence that the public will vote for a party selling the theory of trickle-down economics as

a solution to their real-world problems.
 (365)


Indeed, such “heroic assumptions”, as described in the first paragraph of this article, are basically without real foundations. We might get a small fraction of a one percent growth in a decade but that is certainly not ‘jobs and growth’ in the here and now. Such advertising, as if it were in the immediate future, is downright fraudulent. Labor’s critique, in hindsight, obviously needed to be better honed. Any sensible person, anyone who can see through such trickle-down nonsenseHoweverH

, could propose a list of other investments with a much greater, proven likelihood of socially and economically successful. My list would first note early childhood education (as already in operation in the UK), relatively free tertiary education, a re-investment of technical training (as in a refunding of the recently de-funded TAFE system, better regulation of the VET schemes (Vocational and Educational Training originally engineered at the expense of TAFE), rail infrastructure as opposed to more highways (except those necessary links that really do need to be in place), A National Broadband System that is future proofed and treated as if were a public utility rather than as a venture the government hoped to make a profit on, etc., and then privatize), etc. I would also like to see the government, of whatever persuasion, examine the changing nature of work, mis-equity, adversity in the workplace, etc., and devise well-thought out strategies to deal with this advent and defuse some of the anxieties naturally associated with the same. (366)

As noted, this ‘investment’ in a massive company tax cut is so problematic that alternative investments would more than likely have been a bet given that all investment is a risk and needs a full and proper risk assessment along with full and frank set of disclosures. In this regard, I am sure that investments in education, infrastructure, e.g., etc., would have been both more profitable and find a much greater degree of success. Correctly, the downside for this Coalition’s tax policy were considerable given that other countries may well reduce their nominal/real tax rates reducing the relative effective of tax cuts in Australia assuming that such economic nonsense were to follow its own fantastic script. Furthermore, a tax cut seems to be for those living in an alternative universe, i.e., not aware that trickle-down economics has no real basis in evidence.
 But, given witting or unwitting disgruntlement with neo-liberal policies bringing such a policy to such prominence as a ‘jobs and growth’ remedy seemed quite bizarre and may well explain the government only limped across the line with just a one vote dominance of the Lower House in its own right. (367)


In my next virtual case study, I am going to explore what redundant autoworkers can truly expect, in terms of future employment, given this neo-liberally dominated landscape. My text here is an article posted by the ABC; written by their business reporter Carrington Clarke, 3 October, 2017.

Virtual Case Study No. 8: Realistic Expectations for Redundant Car Workers?

     Toyota and Holden factories to close, end of the line for autoworkers:

Australia has mass-produced cars for decades, but that will all end this month.

Holden will close its Adelaide plant in less than three weeks, on October 20, placing 944 people out of work.

But the biggest workforce hit will occur tomorrow — when Toyota shuts down its manufacturing facilities in Altona, which will make 2,500 workers redundant.

Since shutting down its Australian operations last year, Ford and the Government have spent millions on retraining workers. But only about half them have been able to find new jobs.

Former employees from those car factories face insecure employment, the Australian Manufacturing Workers' Union (AMWU) said.

"A great majority of them are finding casual work that may lead to full time work but obviously at extremely lower pay and conditions," said Paul Difelice of the AMWU's vehicle division.

This is consistent with what has happened to former workers in the car industry when a manufacturer closes down.

Back in 2004, Mitsubishi closed its Lonsdale engine plant. But two years after closure, most former Mitsubishi workers were doing it tough, according to Professor Andrew Beer from Flinders University.

His studies showed only one-third of those workers were able to find full-time equivalent work.

In addition, one-third were unemployed or underemployed, and the remainder were not working at all.

Re-trained workers are worse off
However, there are targeted programs to get former automotive workers into new training.

Eight former Ford workers are now doing apprenticeships on Rosanna Level Crossing Removal project. One of those is Jason Eames, who said the only work after Ford closed was insecure.

"I started off working on painting kitchens with a company that paints kitchens," Mr Eames said.

"I did that for about two months then moved on to driving a truck for about two months."

Despite the significant pay cut from his previous job, Mr Eames jumped at the opportunity to get on the project.

On the other hand, Ruth Lopez had been at Ford for more than 20 years before being made redundant.

Ms Lopez said the economic reality was tough, but hoped the decision to go through training would pay off eventually.

"It's a big difference — it's a huge difference when it comes to pay," she said.

"But I know in the future I will benefit from that so I'll hang in there."

Geelong doing well, despite Ford's closure

Ford had two major factories in Victoria before they closed — in Geelong and Broadmeadows. The two areas have been hit differently.

Cranes dot the skyline in Geelong and there are obvious signs of construction throughout the CBD.

Government projects at both the state and federal level have helped to cushion the blow of losing the car maker, said Bernadette Uzelac, the CEO of the Geelong Chamber of Commerce.

Furthermore, Geelong will soon host the National Disability Scheme headquarters, in addition to the State Transport Accident Commission and Worksafe.

"The Ford closure has probably not had as dramatic effect as we might have thought it would have had before the closure," Ms Uzelac said.

"What's happened since that time is that there's been a lot of activity and development."

Geelong is also experiencing a housing construction boom.

"We're seeing a lot of people from Melbourne moving to Geelong," Ms Uzelac said.

"Melbourne is becoming quite unaffordable to live in and Geelong is a great alternative."

However, Broadmeadows does not appear to be coping as well.

Before Ford's closure, Broadmeadows was one of the country's most disadvantaged areas with an unemployment rate above 25 per cent.

The closure not only hit the retrenched workers, but also businesses that relied upon them.

Amira Haydar, the manager of Falafel Houdy (which sits across the road from now shuttered Ford factory), said her business had suffered drops of 10 to 20 per cent since Ford closed.

"Before Ford closed, we were so busy during the lunch time," she said.

"The whole area experienced a big calm after Ford closed down."

Toyota shutdown bigger than Ford closure: Minister

Victoria's Minister for Training and Skills, Gayle Tierney, expects the Toyota shutdown will be a bigger hit to the economy compared to the Ford closure.

This is partly because the newly retrenched workers will be competing with former Ford workers who still looking for jobs.

"There are going to be hundreds and thousands of people looking for jobs and coming onto the labour market at the same time," Ms Tierney said.

One such worker who will soon be looking for a new job is Peter Cook — who will have his last day at Toyota tomorrow, after working there for 27 years.

Mr Cook expects his financial situation to become tougher.

"The big difference would be is that we're very well paid in the car industry," he said.

"But the pay outside doesn't seem to have moved in about 15 years from what I can see — so that's the big readjustment."

The promises of new and better jobs have not been delivered, the AMWU's Mr Difelice said.

"Federal politicians said it will be OK because the job losses in the car industry would be replaced by better and more highly skilled jobs," he said

"They just haven't eventuated, it's as simple as that." (368)


It would seem that redundant workers, with good technical skills and previously well-paid jobs, on balance, have much to fear on the reemployment landscape. One third will most probably find a similar form of reemployment with a commensurate level of pay. A second third will find employment non-commensurate with either their level of skills and/or previous level of remuneration. That might include casual work, work on short-term contracts or full-time work but with less remuneration. A last third just do not seem to reenter the work force at all either through permanent unemployment or a decision to retire be that earlier than desired or through a recognition that those of a pensionable age just have a much greater difficulty finding commensurate work. An interesting point brought out in this article is that despite retraining, a great expense for the companies concerned and the government, those reentering the workplace with those new skills will more than likely find a reduction in their new rates of pay. A last point to note is that the level of the ensuing adjustments can be different depending on the location where that redundant worker lives. The article noted that Geelong was undergoing a building boom, whereas, in contrast, Broadmeadows had a much higher level of unemployment despite being much closer to Melbourne. However, from the collective experience of redundant workers in Wollongong and Newcastle many workers opted to find employment in Sydney with the added element of a much longer commute to and from work.
 I suspect that this option will be taken up by the redundant workers in Geelong and Broadmeadows by their commuting to Melbourne, but, that the commute for the worker in Geelong would be a much greater inconvenience in that regard. Again, all in all, we find transitions and transformations in employment, all things taken into account, may well be not only a bumpy ride, but, also, an arduous ride more downhill so to speak. (369)


Theconversation noted:

Prime Minister Tony Abbott is right when he describes Australia’s car industry workers as “highly skilled people, adaptable people”. He has also been saying this week that the departure of Toyota and Holden creates an opportunity for automotive workers to transition from “good jobs to better jobs”. 

      But this same article concludes: 

“They haven’t eventuated, it’s as simple as that.” Stated AMWU’s Mr Difelice. 

    (370)

We could envisage here a Kantian-like thought experiment where everyone is made redundant to then either win or lose in a lottery where a few workers get an equal or better level of remuneration but the majority of workers end up with less pay or no work whatsoever. It should not take too much thought to realize that this overall degradation in remuneration would have deleterious consequences that ensue for everyone in that political-economy. The opposite thought-experience might well be envisaged when we think through the positive consequences that are more likely to ensue when the minimum wage is gradually adjusted upward (especially in light of the fact that the trend for greater profits is not being translated back into commensurate wage increases, etc.)? (371)


Under the ninth subheading in our two manifestoes we find future ‘Non-Equity’. If we do not have employment or some other mean for financial support then, effectively, we have non-equity in a world that runs on the financial currency of money in some form or other. Implied is the thought and fear of non-employment or under-employment or casual or short-term employment or just employment that pays less. All forms of relatively less equity or in an extreme form, just the specter of non-equity itself. Fearfulness of the future is not something new. It was present in the Industrial Revolution, and, more recently, in the reduction of blue collar workers and, later, in a similar reduction in the levels of white collar workers too. But, the next transition is already with us. With the loss of jobs new jobs are always created. But the question everyone would like to answer will this loss of future jobs be greater than those created? One indication of our concern in this regard is that more traditional industries employ large number of workers, whereas, in contrast, all too often new forms of work seem to only have placements for much smaller numbers of workers; i.e., less workers when averaged out over the value of their respective companies? That the trend to be seen here is that new industries, utilizing new technologies, seem to employ far fewer employees? Should we worry? My next virtual case study looks at this question in some depth and strikes a cautiously optimistic note… which, hopefully, will be borne out. (372)

Virtual Case Study No. 9: Robots, Automation and Artificial Intelligence, etc?

The article I am going to cite is by Josh Bersin, a contributor to Forbes; September 21, 2016:

The Future Of Work: It's Already Here -- And Not As Scary As You Think

I recently had the opportunity to speak at the Singularity University Summit in San Francisco on The Future of Work. After months of research on the topic, reading dozens of books and articles on AI, robotics, and economics, I came to a simple conclusion: the future of work is already here. And we all have to deal with it.

The Future Of Work: Why Now?
The phrase “Future of Work,” has become a buzz word. (I found 48 million Google hits on the phrase.) There are are suddenly hundreds of conferences, books, and articles on the topic, covering everything from artificial intelligence to robotics to income inequality and contingent labor.

The reason for the interest is simple: we are in an economic cycle where jobs, as we know them, are rapidly changing. In fact, I’d venture to say we are reaching a time when jobs, as we know them, are going away. Here are just a few of the changes:

• Today, driven by tremendous transparency in the job market, we change jobs often. The average baby boomer will be looking for a job 11.7. times in his or her career, according to a BLS study, and Millennials change jobs every two years or less.

• Many of us work on a contingent basis. Nearly 40% of US workers are now contingent and platforms like Uber, TaskRabbit and others have made contingent work easier than ever.

• Technology is automating work an unprecedented rate, as artificial intelligence, sensors, and robotics become mainstream. China is acquiring 160,000 robots just this year. Every week I read an article about potential job loss from driverless cars and trucks, for example.

• The structure of organizations is under attack, changing the nature of work in companies. 92% of CHROs and CEOs tell us they believe their structure must change, and most are looking at ways to flatten the hierarchy, make jobs more dynamic, and further leverage contingent and contract labor.

• Income inequality, a major topic in our political debate, has become an underlying problem. How do policy makers encourage businesses to provide well paying jobs and benefits in the light of automation, contingent work, and restructuring of companies?

The essence of the shift is a simple but big idea: the idea of a “job,” with all its protected artifacts like job title, level, and job description, is starting to go away. What is its replacement? People being hired to “do work,” get a project done, lead a team, and be ready to move on as the business needs change.

Let me break the Future of Work into three simple parts:

1. First the personal impact: why we work, how work fits into our life, how our careers progress, how we stay current in our skills and capabilities, and how work gives us meaning and purpose.

Reinventing America eBook 
Read about the men and women sparking a new industrial revolution.
2. Second, the organizational impact: what are jobs, what roles do people vs. machines play, how are organizations set up, how do we leverage contingent workers, and how do companies redefine jobs as software and robotics become more powerful.

3. Third, the societal impact:  how do we educate and prepare people for work, how do we transition people when jobs change, how do we support policies for minimum wage, immigration, and work standards, and how do we fix economic problems like income inequality and unemployment.

Today all these issues are under debate. Let’s discuss them one at a time.

The Personal Side Of The Future of Work
On the personal side, work has become dynamic, disruptive, and somewhat overwhelming. Thanks to the relentless onslaught of messages and technologies we have at work (and at home), two-thirds of organizations tell us their employees are overwhelmed. Today people look at their phones eight billion times a day, we have a shorter attention span than a goldfish (Microsoft research), and we don’t take enough vacation. (The average vacation in the U.S. has dropped from 20.3 days to 16.2 days since 1998).

To make it worse, between Twitter, Skype, Snapchat, Whatsapp, Slack, Facebook, Gmail, and Outlook there seem to be a never-ending number of ways people can reach us. The barriers between “work” and “life” have gone away, and we have all become addicted to all the noise (Google finds 85,000 articles citing “phone addiction”).

Responding to this challenge, a massive industry of books, videos, classes, and websites has appeared – all focused on ways to better manage our lives. We now have apps and articles to help us relax and focus, tools to help us sleep (many listen to our breathing), wearables which keep track of exercise, and a stream of articles about exercise, nutrition, and super foods. The disciplines of psychology, neuroscience,  human performance, and yoga have come together and we are all become “quantified.”  (One HR manager told me “is a psychology degree the new MBA?”)

While all this is hard on us personally, the bigger problem is that productivity is not going up. [As the chart below shows,] today’s wave of technology (since the birth of the iPhone) has provided the lowest productivity improvement of any technology era. (This includes the invention of indoor plumbing, electricity, the automobile, and the mainframe computer). So work has not gotten “easier.”

Economists are quite worried about this (Read “The Rise and Fall of American Growth,” by Robert Gordon for more), because productivity decline reduces income growth, economic growth, and long term improvements in standard of living.

Why this productivity gap? Many economists believe the way we measure productivity is out of date, but I think it’s pretty clear. We really aren’t more productive, we just feel like we are. We live in a world where constant messaging distracts us, we are always looking for ways to share what we’ve done, and we all suffer from FOMO (Fear of Missing Out) when a new message arrives. The companies selling these tools make money on “user engagement,” so they’ve built game mechanics which are quite advanced. Consider the power of the red dot which tells you how many messages you have: can you really stop yourself from clicking on it?

The Change In Our Careers
Not only is work more dynamic and often overwhelming, the way we manage careers has changed. As I write about in “Hacking the Career: What Should Organizations Do?” we have to accept the fact that our careers no longer go “ up” and we can’t depend on one company to take care of us for life.

A simple way to understand the shift is to think about the image created by Dick Bowles, author of the book “The Three Boxes of Life”. Today, unlike the past, we don’t “study,” then “work,” and then “retire.” We learn, work, and enjoy leisure throughout our lives, and hopefully this process goes on until our later years.

The Change In Our Organizations
On the organizational side, many things are happening.  First, jobs are quickly changing, as “augmented intelligence” (the new definition of AI) takes over more mundane tasks.

We are all familiar with the Siri or Cortana which understands our voice. Well the same type of software is now able to interpret photos, sensor information, and data from computers.

Insurance companies now have software that can view a picture of your dented car, identify the make and model, and compute the amount of the claim. Software can read X-rays almost twice as well as seasoned radiologists, and voice recognition can type 300% faster than you can.

Technologies like natural language processing, reasoning, and self-learning are becoming mature. Products like Amazon Echo, Siri from Apple Inc., Cortana from Microsoft, Watson from IBM, and Viv from Viv Labs can understand your commands, perform tasks, and learn.

Think about what happens in a call center. When you call to change a reservation or change an order the agent has to look you up, find your account, and locate your transaction. Much of this can now be done through voice recognition and AI. And if the agent has to type into a terminal, the typing can be automated by software called RPA (Robotic Process Automation), which monitors keystrokes and develops robotic software automatically.

One of the reasons this market is accelerating is the explosive role of sensors, which have gotten cheaper than ever (sensors that see better than our eyes now cost less than $2,000). The smart phone we carry often has 6 embedded sensors (temperature, GPS, accelerometer, humidity, ambient sound, magnetometer, and more). These sensors enable mobile devices to do things we never thought computers could do, and Pokemon Go is just the beginning. Soon we will devices that listen to our voice, understand when we are under stress, monitor our heart beat, and give us personal recommendations for better meetings, work conditions, and customer interactions. The opportunity for work augmentation, work improvement, and productivity improvements is massive.

One of the examples I talked about in the speech is the emergence of “farm tech,” drones, artificial intelligence and sensors applied to farming.  Machines from companies like John Deere use cameras and sensors to precisely plow fields, plant seedlings in the right place, and place just enough water to keep each plant moist. They can “see” weeds to pick them, add just enough fertilizer for each plant, and look at plant color to decide when it should be harvested. This technology is available today, and its improving farm productivity already.

The Redesign Of Organizations
The second issue we face is the redesign of organizations themselves. Industrial organizations of today were designed in a world where we were the “means of production,” and our “jobs” were essentially designed by HR and business executives. We read the “job description,” “applied for a job,” and were “assessed for fit.” The manager or HR department looked at our skills and abilities and tried to decide if we could fit into the organization and do that job well.

The reason organizations exist was to harness this highly efficient, industrial model – where we, as workers, could be highly productive doing repetitive tasks, and the company gained through economies of scale.

Today this economic model is under attack. Our research shows that 92% of companies believe their organizational design is not working, yet only 14% know how to fix it. The answer, as we’ve discovered, is to empower people in small teams, link these teams together, and build an organizational culture that keeps people aligned and lets people innovate, deliver, and serve customers on the front line. While we are in the early stages of this massive revolution, one of the biggest impacts it has is on the nature of work itself. GE, Cisco, Deloitte, and of course disruptive companies like AirBnB, Uber, and many others are moving in this direction.

Gary Hamel and Michele Zanini believe that the “hollowing out of middle management” can save $3 trillion per year in the US alone. While I can’t vouch for that number, it’s clear that organizational structure is changing, and technology is reducing the need for traditional manager roles.

What this means to us as individuals is that our “position” and “job title” just isn’t as important any more. What matters is “what you know how to do” and your personal and professional reputation. This means we all must learn how to continuously reskill ourselves, market and position our skills and experience, and get comfortable taking new jobs and new roles which do not always go “up.”

Are Jobs Going Away?
The most common headline about the future of work is that jobs are going away. Nothing could be further from the truth.

Oxford University wrote a well publicized report that 47% of jobs will “disappear” in the next 20 years.  Well I certainly hope so!  I would love the job of toll taker, street sweeper, garbage man, and even bus driver to go away. This is not a bad thing:  research shows that for every job that “goes away” another one or two is created (“The Rise and Fall of Nations,” cited previously).  And I’m not talking about the small number of jobs needed to program computers (even software engineers will be automated soon), every example we’ve seen shows that when “automation” comes, new jobs are created.

As David Autor, a well known MIT professor states: ”The employment-to-population ratio rose during the 20th century.  Our own research shows that for the last 140 years, technology has been a “great job-creating machine.”

Ron Hancock, General Manager of Deloitte UK states, “We should automate work and humanize jobs. Let’s give the mundane to the machines and the purpose back to people.”  (Deloitte research “Essential Skills for Working in the Machine Age“)

Let me cite two examples. In the 1980′s there was a wave of automation in the banking industry, starting with the ATM machine. At that time articles predicted the end of the bank branch, the end of the branch teller, and the automation and elimination of jobs in financial services. In fact the opposite has occurred. Today, with more than 1 million ATM’s around the world, there are almost four times as many bank branches and more than 10% more tellers than in the 1980s. Automation enabled the market for financial transactions to greatly expand. Tellers today do higher level things (sell you stuff and help you with complex transactions). Most of us go to the ATM and then walk into the bank.

Here’s a second example. In 1981 when the first spreadsheet was invented (originally Multiplan, which led to Lotus 1-2-3 and eventually Excel), there was a worry on Wall Street that financial analysts, most of whom were creating paper-based spreadsheets for financial analysis, would go out of business. Did they? Of course not, quite the opposite:  today there are more financial analysts than ever (we all seem to do it) and the best ones are experts at using tools like Excel, creating a new industry of ever-more powerful analysts.

As one of my partners at Deloitte puts it, are you afraid that your vacuum cleaner is going to take your job? I actually hope my vacuum cleaner gets a lot smarter (and also a lot quieter).

So the answer to this question is NO. Jobs are NOT going away, they’re just changing.

One final point on this topic. Many human skills are essential. Deloitte UK research, which looked at hundreds of job profiles and mapped them against the Oxford study, identified 25 critical “human skills” that are expected to become ever-more important as technology evolves. These are skills which are “essentially human,” and they provide a guideline for the redesign of jobs and careers in the future.

[As you can see from the list,] skills like empathy, listening, communication, and prioritization are essentially human. So the future of work is not about jobs going away, its a story about each and of us redesigning what we do to better leverage tools.

What Happens To People And Our Careers?
But how do we and organizations adapt?  Organizations, individuals, and society must change.

On a personal level, we each have to learn new tools. In the 1981 when PC’s came along the “steno pool” typists were at risk. These people learned to use computers and became secretaries, administrative assistants, and often writers.

I have been in the job market since 1978, a time when there was no voicemail, no computers, and no email. Since then I’ve learned how to use all the modern tools of the information age, and I’m just about as facile as my children with applications like Snapchat and Instagram. Those of us who are afraid or intimidated by technology will fall behind, so we all have to force ourselves to learn. And if you’re an HR professional or business leader, you have to learn about technology too – because it radically impacts the way you organize work.

At an organizational level, the key to success is what we now call design thinking. Organizations need to understand what technology can do and then use it to enhance the customer and employee experience. Let me give you a few examples:

• Starbucks or Peets could chose to install robot coffee machines in its stores. They don’t, of course, because the customer experience is focused on a personal conversation with a barista, the sound and smell of coffee being made, and a cup with your name hand-written on it. These companies have continuously made barista jobs better, steadily increasing wages and benefits, improving the customer experience.

• Wegman’s, one of the best places to work in the country, coaches employees on putting down their phones so they can talk directly with customers. They have “no-phone” meetings and have built a culture around using technology for back-office tasks but not interrupting the customer experience.

Every company has the opportunity to rethink its own customer and employee experience, and apply technology to make it better. In some cases this means changing jobs, but in most cases it means making jobs “better,” reducing cost and mundane tasks, and adding more value to customer interactions.

One of the biggest challenges in organizations is creating a more dynamic career model. (Read “Hacking the Career” for more details.) Companies are now heavily focused on internal talent mobility, self-directed learning, and new software tools to help people find the next job. Organizations like Cisco, Yum Brands, Wegman’s, and WL Gore, for example, have redefined their management principles to focus on actively enabling people to move from job to job, role to role, faster than ever.

It turns out, by the way, that your ability to provide a modern and dynamic career environment is one of the top drivers of employment brand. Our research members recently awarded Marriott a Bersin by Deloitte WhatWorks award for their leading program to attract young people into dynamic, facilitated management careers.

Education And Public Policy Must Keep Up
One of the most vocal topics that came up in our session (we had over 600 people there) was a noisy debate about the role of education. Many believe educational institutions have not kept up with the steady demand for skills. I believe education still plays a vital role in the development of basic skills (thinking, writing, analyzing, math, science) and in their place an industry of new education companies (Pluralsight, General Assembly, EdX, Cousera, and hundreds of others) to help us rapidly learn new technical skills for work.

Public policy plays a large role. Clearly there is an ongoing debate about income inequality and the impact of contingent work platforms. While contingent work is now easier to find, most of these jobs do not pay benefits, they have no vacation policy, there is no overtime, and there are almost no work-related expense reimbursements. Many policy makers are arguing for self-funded “security accounts” and a new third class of worker to provide fair wages and benefits for the growing contingent workforce.

Others now argue for “shared security accounts” so people can invest in their own personal careers as they move from job to job, role to role, company to company. There is even a debate among economists about the need for a “ guaranteed basic income” as an incentive to revitalize innovation and career reinvention. These ideas are all worth considering, given the need to accelerate personal reinvention and continuous reskilling.

Our Personal Career Strategies Must Adapt
I recently had the opportunity to spend some time with Gary Bolles, who’s father wrote “What Color is Your Parachute,” one of the most well-read books on finding a job. Gary and I agreed that the most important skill to build in today’s “future of work” is what you may call “personal reinvention” – the ability to let go of who you are today and recreate yourself as jobs around you change.

This is an urgent topic. The Bureau of Labor Statistics believes Americans will have 12-14 careers in their lifetime, so we have to get comfortable letting go of the idea that “you are what you do.”  If you define self-worth and your personal identity by a title on your business card, you’re likely to be disappointed.

I’ve had a 38+ year career now and have worked in technical support, sales, account management, marketing, product management, project management, business development, engineering, and executive leadership. I’ve worked in five different industries and been everything from a “trainee” to a CEO and Founder along the way. I no longer define myself by my title, I simply introduce myself by telling people “what I do.”

I am at an age where some of my friends are nearing “retirement.” One of them, an individual who traveled the world as a business executive, said to me: “remember when you were young there was that older guy who sat in a cubicle and just helped other people do their jobs? That’s me now.” He still loves work, he contributes in an important way, and he helps other young high performers succeed.

There is much more to this story, but let me summarize with a simple thought. The “Future of Work” is here right now. Your job is being changed before your eyes, and if you don’t sit up straight and just look around, you may miss the changes taking place.

Take some time to learn a new tool or two, go to an industry conference in your field, and spend time networking with others in your domain. We all have to deal with the future of work, and it’s not going to be as scary as you think.

Josh Bersin is a leading analyst in HR, talent, leadership, and HR technology. He is also founder and Principal ofBersin by Deloitte. (373)


A very interesting chain of reasoning, but, on the strength of this document what might one suppose will eventuate? One conclusion we might infer is that the transition may be very bumpy, but, the transformation might be worth it? For those who have worked a decade or two, cast your minds back to how things were once done when the workplace was without computers as we know them today, when there were no mobiles, no spreadsheets, and everything had to be typed (by secretaries), etc? On the other hand, just as there were a loss of blue collar workers and many found this transition neither profitable nor non-difficult, would not benefit from retraining to enter some other sector of the workforce, so, too, we just assume, unless otherwise shown, that this transition is going to be just as anxiety producing as all those that went before it. As shown earlier, re-education alone is not an effective response if people want to see their standards of living preserved if not conserved
 and, therein, augmented overtime. (374)


Let me now address the last quarter of these manifestoes which we could subtitle as Innovation (entailing the subheadings of Exploration, Consolidation and Innovation):

Virtual Case Study No. 10:  Exploration, Consolidation and Innovation???


Let me put together some ideas on the nature of and need for innovation. I would argue that we are entering the Contemporary era where our ideas of time, space, self and other will be considerably re-written through a relational lens; an experiential perspective primarily centered on relationship themselves rather than the participants and contexts being framed by those relationships. But this new era is being painfully born in a time of radical disruption; more thorough than the Industrial Revolution, more quick than the rewiring of an Electrical Economy, more radical than the recent rise of individual Computers… a Systematic Information Economy transcending the virtual and the non-virtual, more connected, but, more disconnecting at the same time. In the face of robotization, automation beyond the factory, driverless cars, additive printing, a full-blossoming of artificial intelligence, expert systems, an Internet of things… there is now an urgency to address the impacts and implications of the transitions and transformations now arising, rising up in the wake of this radical re-writing of how we are to live in this world of life… with-others, before-others…


‘Innovation’ is a term much over-used in recent attempts in political re-positioning. To some extent it is a word feared by the public given that people are talking about digital disruption, can read and see that disruption is taking place, but, at the same time, democratically oriented governments seem oblivious to a need to prepare the electorates for this inescapable disruption that will surely following on in the wake of this transition to this new era. As a provisional definition, we can define an “‘innovation economics’ as ‘an economic doctrine that reformulates the traditional model of economic growth so that knowledge, technology, entrepreneurship, and innovation are positioned at the center of the model rather than as seen as independent forces that are largely unaffected by policy’.” 
 Innovation, as a mode of economic re-thinking, applies to manufacturing of products, the delivery of services, the performance of processes and how organizations can be better restructured, etc.
 Innovation economics, as a theoretical system, is seen as being ‘based on two fundamental tenets: that the central goal of economic policy should be to spur higher productivity through greater innovation, and that markets relying on price signals alone will not always be as effective in spurring higher productivity, and thereby economic growth’.
 However, the political-economy is predicated on more than just economic growth or the promotion of economic growth through innovation. In my manifesto Striking Out (and Out Striking) under the fourth heading of Prescription (Disputation) we have the three subheadings of Exploration, Consolidation and Innovation. In this listing we have innovation placed last. Under ‘Exploration’ we seek for either what is problematic or what might arise if we were to focus on some section of the political-economy as if it were problematic. Under ‘Consolidation’ we investigate what genres are being invoked in approaching either that which is deemed to be problematic or viewed as if it were to be viewed in a problematic light. ‘Innovation’ can only proceed in and through an innovation in genre invocation. Moreover, given the dissemination of power is in and through others, and, that innovation is inextricably situated within the political-economy, it follows that the political, economical and stylistical dimensions must also figure in the innovative re-configurement exercised within the political-economy. The political dimension being focused on theoretical thematization, the economical dimension focusing on implementation of the former whilst the stylistical dimension critically reviews both innovative and non-innovative contributions to these political-economic interactions. That, essentially, innovation re-directs and re-writes policy formation at the center of this political-economy. So, innovation, itself, cannot be put at the center of this overall economy, but, still, can be utilized to re-structure and re-purpose this central role policy formation has in the political-economy. (375)


The point of this self-quotation, along with a small number of quotations on this topic, is to note my take on this process of innovation. In trying to understand this phenomenon of innovation I have suggested a number of principles need to be noted and, of course, seriously debated when and where necessary. A first principle is that we need to note a confluence of both problematicity and meta-textual awareness of both the framing of genres of behaviour and con-texts in which situations are to be accurately represented in terms relevant to those forms of discerned problematicity. Then, these two areas of problematic exploration and genre/con-textual consolidation need to be thematized to a degree that can assist those innovative aspirations. Moreover, the value of such innovation would be appreciated in terms of reference beyond the merely economical given that our situation in the political-economic is also never just economic. Hence my concerns over positive existential re-construction in this regard and not the mere reform of the economy and attempt to merely make it more efficient, etc. That central to such real ‘reforms’ is the need for a humanitarian understanding of the dissemination of power and the central role to be played by critically enacted policy formation. Hence this need to also take into our considerations this much over-looked dimension of the stylistic (as examined by myself in detail elsewhere). (376)


As indicated above, I am suggesting the way to phenomenologically appreciate the nature of innovation is to treat it as occurring in an innovative economy. An ‘economy’ is ‘perceived by myself as an intentional circulation of e/valuational formation charged with a certain intentional objective or a certain series and/or set/s of intentional objectives generated between at least three poles, whose absolute objectivity cannot be obtained, and, which, in this case, I have marked out as the problematicity of exploration, the habitual utilization of meta-textual genres and con-texts as entailed in consolidation, and, the invocation of ‘innovative re-direction’  as realized through processes of harmonized resolution entered into between these three polarities. Let me detail what is entailed in this approach. (377)

In exploration we either look for the problematic or treat that under focus as if it were problematic. In the latter we can do this through some formal device for inducing a partial or complete ongoing, overall transcendental suspension, and/or, informally, by just questioning its phenomenological presentation either in part or in whole. E.g., in situation X are the worker being paid a fair quantum of remuneration? Or, e.g., in situation X are the working conditions in compliance with all relevant regulations in regard to a safe work environment? In a formal approach we might do the same but invoke a more systematic metaphorical comparison of some potentially fruitful form (conjunctive treatment) or invoke a more systematic rhetorical process of skeptical treatment in an interrogation of that under question (dis-conjunctive treatment). An overall transcendental suspension then invoking a dynamic ongoing balance of the former suspensions of the conjunctive and the dis-conjunctive, etc., and, then, suspending the same in and through a dynamic balance of all three treatment forms being entertained in this dynamic balance to, then, suspend the entire ongoing process in a suspension of that overall suspension, suspending the same, and so. In contrast, in looking for the problematic we do this by either exploring its apparent intentional constitution and noting contradictions, incoherencies, etc., or, contextualize its apparent constitution say in terms of its mode of introduction, background fields, social expectations, unresolved or irresoluble meta-aspirational differentials, etc. All aspirations recognize that no intentional objective can be realized instantaneously in a non-virtual environment of interactive intervention. But, some aspirations are not realistically formed being either impossible to attain and/or obtain or are too difficult to attain and/or obtain.
 Hence our interest should focus on those aspirations that are not impossible and have a reasonable probability, for us, of either attainment and/or obtainment. Thence the focus of our exploration is on this meta-e/valuation of aspirations and, thence, their meta-aspirational treatment as problematic differentials that are both possible and probable of either attainment and/or obtainment whilst discarding our concern for those differentials that are either impossible or improbable of finding either current or eventual attainment and/or obtainment. Like, e.g., respectively, wanting to walk on the surface of the moon only in my birthday suit, or, my setting out to become the next Australian Prime Minister without joining either a major or minor political party. E.g., we might wish to bang a nail into a wall in order to hang a picture, but, in having a suitable nail but not finding a hammer decide to use one of our leather boots instead to bang that nail into that wall. This example demonstrating both the problematic nature of our current situation and the successfulness of our innovative response. The aspiration being this intention of banging a nail in the wall, and, our meta-aspirational problem being that we have no hammer to hand. This process of innovation, as described, resolves the problematic tenor of that aspiration ‘to hang a picture on that wall’. Put in simple terms, the point of innovation is to improvise another intentional pathway that sees us being able to either attain or obtain the intentional objective or objectives in question. Of course, it is to be hoped that such resolution is productive of a positive existential differential that oversees us either attaining and/or obtaining more value than that originally invested in that process of innovation, and, where that response is found to be both responsive and responsible. I.e., suitably arrived by being collectively proper, appropriate and apposite. E.g., a ‘good’ orchardist would ensure that their fruit-pickers had adequate access to sufficient fluids for hydration because that would be the right thing to do, especially for those working in hot weather, and, conducive for that farmer to have their fruit picked both effectively (in how that fruits is handled) and efficiently (as to the quantity of fruit picked). (378)


Under the heading of consolidation, we note both meta-textual genres being invoked and how contexts are meta-textually treated as con-texts. A ‘con-text’ is the formal and/or informal treatment of a situation’s context and its presentation as a representation of its essential configuration in which the phenomenon or phenomena under focus (also treated as a text in some form or other) is situated (thence its con-textual situatedness). In focusing on the meta-textual nature of genres of behaviour, that proffer modes of parallel interpretation and intervention, because the very problematicity of a situation is framed in and through the same. Then, by adopting those conventions and then subjecting them to innovative processes of adaptation we refine this process of innovation. (379)


Innovation, through fruitful forms of adoption and adaptation of genre conventions, etc., being realized in and through harmonic process of innovative resolution. The relationship between the relative dissonance of the phenomenal presentation represented as a text, series and/or set/s of texts and their meta-textual representation of their situatedness through a noting of both genres and con-texts. Ensuing processes of innovations then needing processes of e/valuation in order to determine their positivity
 and existential richness and/or enrichment of the relationships wherein those processes of innovation find existential forms of appreciation. (380)


Returning to my example of innovation, the need to hammer a nail in the wall to hang a picture, we can re-note the following. The ‘aspiration’ is to hang a picture on the wall by banging a nail into that same wall. This difference between the aspiration and its non-completion is its ‘aspirational differential’. An appreciation of the difficulties, or ease, this aspirational differential can be reduced to zero is its ‘meta-aspirational differential’. An appreciation of these two differentials tells us what is problematic and how relatively problematic those problematic features are. Such an aspect is contained within this exploration conducted within the potential embrace of an innovative economy (as defined in these or other intentional terms of reference, etc.). Such problematicity noted, either in non-virtual terms or in induced virtual terms (through exploratory skeptical treatment, etc.), then allows us to see which genres of behaviour are problematic since, correctly, all problems are being defined as problematic through those same meta-textual terms of reference. Otherwise such potential problematicity would not be recognized (meta-textually, and, thence could neither be encountered phenomenologically as a text, etc., or be engaged existentially [in my non-systematic sense] as an experiential non-text, etc.). In consolidation we focus on genres implicated in our explorations. In this regard we note our aspiration ‘to hang this picture’ is impeded by the lack of a hammer being found to hand. But, this genre of ‘hammering’ can be done without the formal presence and use of a hammer. So, in being innovative, I re-represent the world in a con-textual manner so as to find a potential hammer-like instrument through this process of con-textual treatment. In this regard, I settle on using one of my leather boots. This innovation is then enacted and critically appreciated in terms of how successful this aspiration is discharged, hopefully, without bending that nail or without either damaging this wall or this leather boot. All in all, a very simple example of innovation that quite clearly outlines what general features are entailed in the successful commission of an innovative process and the discharge of its ensuing enaction. (381)


This e/valuation of the innovative process,
 or any other process of enaction, leads us into a re-examining of the (phenomenological) nature of policy formation, hopefully, being conducted in an evidentially based setting. Obviously, the genres of behaviour already in current use or remembered in relatively recent utilization are the policies already either in use or have met past utilization. This repertoire is the palette from which the process of policy re-thematization will use in an innovative process of adaptation of that already being relatively adopted in this regard. Of course, the ensuing consequences of such adaptive uptake may either be relatively ‘non-chaotic’ processes of redirection that are basically more of the same or relatively ‘chaotic’ process of radical re-direction that are either well anticipated or poorly anticipated. Obviously, an evidence-based approach would and should be relied on to counter a pro-ideological stance that might be either relatively productive and/or non-productive in that regard. On the other hand, in the commission, and non-omission, of de-ontologically oriented projects and programs this element of the ideological may well be necessary to counter those perspectives that are only pragmatically aspected or which preference and prioritize certain sections of the community or certain communities at the expense of the rest of our communities (as can be found in neo-liberally influenced ideological discourses appropriated, wittingly and/or unwittingly, by those more favoured sectors and their representatives [e.g., politicians, lawyers, accountants, tax-avoidance specialists, etc.]). (382)


An expression comes to mind in this regard, as ‘being fit for purpose’. This formula could be re-formed as ‘being re-fitted for fitful re-purposing’. The pitfalls of ‘fitful’ taking into account a critically enacted stylistically-oriented process of re-appreciation –  in the process steering a critical, middle path between the ideological and the non-ideological commentaries that will be provoked in the introduction of new directions, i.e., re-directions (rather than mere reiterative redirections) in policy formation. ‘Policy formation’ collectively noting political thematization, economic implementation and stylistic appreciation as examined elsewhere.
 (383)


Taking up this theme of innovation and how to adapt to the precarious situation for future employment and to counter this potential fear of prospective non-equity for those who have no immediate or long-term opportunities in the workplace let me propose the uptake of a form of universal or basic income. ‘Universal’ in the sense of a guaranteed income being given to everyone, of an employable age, versus, ‘basic’ in the sense of a guaranteed income being given only to those who are more in need; be they already pensioners, on a disability pension, currently unemployed or, effectively, drastically under-employed, etc. A number of studies have looked at the implementation of such a scheme with quite surprising results. But, for brevity, let me cite the following text as a virtual case study. (384)

Virtual Case Study No. 11: Innovative Use of a Universal or Basic Income??

As a textual focus I have written a summary, and proposal, for a basic income that I envisage and hope would eventually, over time become completely universalized. I have written this text in response to the over-abundance of good material on this topic that can be found to hand in both traditional and non-traditional forms of media. (385)

Universal/Basic Income??*


This document forms my Eleventh Virtual Case Study in my Third Critique of Neo-Liberalism (A Manifest of Covert and Overt Concepts for the Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy: Exploring Ideas Underpinning the Manifestoes Striking Out and Out Striking Plus a Subliminal Checklist: Acting as a Third Critique of Neo-Liberalism). (385) [0]


I have come across many references to a universal-basic income but would rather present my summary of this topic as the reference point for an examination of this subject (treated as a viable form of an innovative response to a rectification of the impact of the implementation of neo-liberally oriented political-economic policy settings). I will do this under the following six headings abbreviated as: What? Why? Why Not? How? When? Where? Concluding then with a Provisional Summary, etc. (386) [1]

*
For latest version of this paper (BasicIncome) refer to Homepage Site in link:  (www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage5.html). 

Or, the Eleventh Virtual Case Study in my Third Critique of Neo-Liberalism, Section 5; page 188: (www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html ).

1.    What is a Universal/Basic Income?


This general idea has been around for some time (as per Wikipedia). Often it is referred to as a ‘universal-basic income’. However, I would like to refer to a basic income given only to those persons more in need of the same, essentially, those already with disability pensions, the unemployed, and, those on other types of pensions, and, in time, the universalized extension of such provisions to all individuals (over a certain age, say, five?). I believe the basic form should be universalized within those circumscribed parameters, and, then, in time universalized to all individual resident within a certain political entity; preferably with no other qualifications beyond residency? Hence, over time, this envisagement of a progressive universalization of this basic income. (387) [2]


Such an income should not be confused either with a minimum wage or a system of pensions couched in the imposition of certain restrictive requirements in order to meet full membership. However, it should represent a reasonable, living wage. (388)[3]


In effect, reviewed in this light as a basic right, and, hopefully, exercised within the general obligations arising from the social expectations to be associated with such social assistance. In reflection, I would regard those general expectations to be observed under seven headings, namely, happiness, health, housing, and, essentials, education, employment, and/or engagement. (389) [4]

I.e., in broad terms, finding happiness and/or a lessening of unhappiness; better health outcomes; enjoying reasonable forms of accommodation; and, securing essentials like food, clothing, etc., as well as finding effective access to relevant social services, the Internet, etc; using such an income to further educational opportunities either on a formal basis and/or informal, self-taught basis; possibly finding employment in some form be that through working for others or working for oneself, be the latter as a profitable form of self-employment or in creative pursuits elected by that individual; and/or, in forms of social engagement that might consist of parenting, mentoring, nursing and other forms of caring, volunteering, etc. (390) [5]

However, it should be left to the individual, themselves, as to how such social expectations might be observed regardless of whether they be relatively met or left relatively unmet. (391) [6]


In this era of Internet banking, etc., the exercise of this social policy need not, in itself, consume much in the way of social resources beyond that net sum dispensed in order for there to be the delivery of this policy. Once instituted, it should be regularly reviewed. Beneficiaries either applying (online) for this award by themselves or through the assistance of some third party able to initiate and/or overseer the implementation of the same (e.g., parents, social workers, concerned citizens, etc.). (392) [7]


In other words, such an award, should not be viewed as a mere ‘gift’ but as an ‘incentive’ to assist people in the promotion of their general happiness, health, etc., and, as a way of recognizing their contributions to society through forms of ‘work’ viewed through a broad lens; be that education, vocation, labour, creative forms of production, etc., and/or forms of social engagement that might entail our concern for and care of others, etc. (393) [8]

2.    Why the Need for a Basic Income/Universal Income?


Periodically this topic surfaces for discussion; being introduced by people who feel its promotion merits investigation. Currently, there is a general unease in society arising from issues concerning rising inequality, ongoing discontentment with the continuing incremental imposition of neo-liberal policy settings, a general fearfulness for employment prospects in the light of both recent innovations such as AI, automation, robots, driverless cars, etc., and trends that are seeing a persisting lack of wage growth if not a reversal in such forms of compensation for labour (in a context where the possession of capital and/or executive privilege is being increasingly over-rewarded). (394) [9]


Such observations and fears, as just noted above, do not seem to be finding forms of appeasement in the historical observations that the loss of old technologies will be suitably replaced by the advent of new ones. I.e., that these novel forms of vocational employment, developed through such innovations, will be both in such numbers so as to sufficiently replace such displaced workers and/or proffer a similar level of remuneration for those who find commensurate re-employment there or elsewhere. In other words, there are fears that the future of employment will be marred by the dark shadow of non-equity, i.e., the absolute non-possession of a job or the relative under-employment or mis-employment of employees in an economy that no longer appears to value, to the same extent, the majority of its work force. That, as well, employees will also have both inter-generational and intra-generational inequity to deal with along with current levels of dis-equity that now increasingly appear to be more prevalent in both working conditions and/or levels of pay. Such concerns could be addressed through some form of independent, state-sponsored unionism? However, in the meantime such ongoing imbalances on a neo-liberal landscape, or mindscape, seemed destined to persist? (395) [10]


But, the spectre of such a discussion is often quickly dismissed by those who do not suitably understand the dis-quiet being experienced by the general populace, or, at least, by those who worry about such concerns on the behalf of the same. (396) [11]

3.    Why Not?? Arguments Against and Counter-Arguments For??


In Switzerland, this type of policy was not successful in a recent referendum.
 Much fanfare for an experiment in Finland has be very much undermined by a change in government, a general lack of will and commitment to continue the same, and, its small population sample.
 In a small town in the US, in a short experiment with no formal review, it appears that hospital admissions were lowered during this period of this type of social experiment and, as well, that school attendances, overall, were improved.
 Other studies also suggest that such income has little effect on overall levels of ‘work-like involvement’ if our definition of ‘work’ were to include the ‘continuance of current employment, seeking re-employment, education, creative forms of production and/or parenting or other forms of caring, etc.’. Such an observation, admittedly presented as tentative, given a lack of suitably conducted trials, counters one of the main criticisms that the awarding of this form of income will only encourage lazy people to be even more lazy.
 But, human nature being what it is, it is a more common observation to find that people cannot bear being inactive for any considerable amount of time. Indeed, it was pointed out to me by an anthropologist that, e.g., even though nomadic hunters and gathers need not expend lengthy periods of time in such pursuits they were obviously not idle in the interim, between such preoccupations, given the over-production of flint knives, the care and attention lavished on carvings, etc., as a way to efficiently fill this luxury of having so much time that they felt needed to be meaningfully exercised? Or, the contemporary observation, that people cannot be idle for long just as, e.g., the proverbial ‘restfulness’ of Xmas day is then soon overruled by the activities of a Boxing Day, etc? (397) [12]


What are the main arguments often utilized to dismiss such a policy? That it will encourage people to be lazy and over-dependent; that such a scheme is too expensive; and, that such a policy is not natural since gift-giving should always be framed through the intersection of forms of mutual obligation, etc??? (398) [13]


Let me deal with the second type of general objection first (and then address the other two, effectively, as two sides of the same coin). (399) [14]


Admittedly, such a scheme, even if treated as a basic income only, would be expensive. However, most mature democracies are already spending a large quantity of their revenues on a variety of schemes for social assistance such as pensions for the elderly, disability support, unemployment payments, etc.
 They all could, with a few exceptions perhaps
, be brought under the umbrella of a basic or universal scheme and implemented through the use of a registry (with a subsidiary mechanism for the review of individual applications, etc.). The policy itself could be subjected to a regular process of overview in order to assess increasing levels of payment and a broadening of applications, etc., as determined through the auspices of a non-partisan/bi-partisan committee for conducting this type of political-economic review. We could assume that a large percentage of a basic income is already being paid by governments through the extensions of such wealth transfers as currently enacted. In the light of this observation, we could estimate the difference that would need to be paid in order to sufficiently fulfill this limited brief that such citizens that would be supported by a basic income all find an adequate level in such financial support. This difference in the level of overall, current funding versus future funding of this basic income could be further diminished by noting a number of strategies that collectively might successfully bridge this gap. E.g., it should be recognized that people on the lower end of the socio-economic scale usually have great difficulty in being able to save and usually have to quite quickly consume most of their income. In this regard, we could safely assume that most of this income is going to be taxed through the functions of a consumption tax, should this type of taxation be present, and be returned very closely in line with the level of duty being charged. Consumption also generates an economic dividend in the sense that currency remains as ‘currency’ in currency that then meets with additional forms of consumption and the associated consumption taxes that are found exercised on those ensuing additional forms of consumption that arise on the back of any form of initiated consumption. Moreover, any labour, etc., involved in this very efficient consumption of those manufactured products, the utilization of certain services and/or any associated forms of information formation promoted by this sector receiving a basic income would also incur and deliver certain additional levels of taxation, etc. Furthermore, governments could tax companies that created levels of income beyond a certain quantum per employee at a higher rate for a variety of reasons, e.g., through invoking or re-invoking the acceptance of a social contract… to the taxing the utilization and uptake of robots and automated systems, etc., in workplaces that have reduced or operate on minimal levels of apparent workplace participation, etc. Governments could also invest, on a regularly mandated basis, a small fraction of total revenues actually collected, in wealth funds and the like in order to seek a compounding enlargement of income from such investment instruments over the course of time. Similarly, individuals, both in the workforce and outside the workforce, could also have a certain proportion of their income, in whatever form if it were to be obtained, placed in similar investment vehicles whose collective wealth, and additional wealth generation, is only utilized for the delivery of this basic income (and, perhaps, as well, as a source for immediate funds needed in the course of local, national and/or international emergencies, but, which must be duly recovered at some later point in time?). Governments, might also charge additional fees for certain services to make up this difference besides also invoking forms of debt management (most likely more efficient and effective, I would like to add, than the observed effects of current forms of quantitative easing, etc.). All in all, this difference could be progressively crossed. Countries, on balance, outside times of war and financial crises, do become increasingly wealthy over time and there is no good reason why a sustainably excised, reasonable fraction of this wealth dividend not be redirected to those who stand in better need of such financial assistance through such moderately exercised and sensibly enacted wealth transfers.
 Indeed, merely as an extension of what is already taking place in all mature democracies that give access to their citizenry to such forms of social support and assistance.  I would also like to add that the augmentation of such an overall social program would also deliver many forms of indirect benefit, with diminished costs for society as a whole, given that we would see a diminished uptake of social services that would have otherwise been taken up through a lack of such social support in the first place. Just as studies have shown that the appropriately exercised housing of the homeless is a more cost-effective prospective policy to pursue than an assortment of policies that deal, retrospectively, with the wake of such a phenomenon.
  (400) [15]


Other objections often take the form that such income assistance will foster and institutionalize lazy people, that such funds will be spent on gambling and other forms of addiction, etc. That, in essence, it is not natural to just give money that has not been suitably ‘earned’. On such a count we would need to exclude those people who win substantial amounts in a lottery, or, those executives who expect to obtain obscene amounts of financial recompense from a financially based vocation even if they make decisions that lose that financial company either money and/or more lucrative opportunities. Indeed, as well, skewing performance indicators, e.g., etc., in the short-term in order to ensure that they will still obtain such excessive remuneration year in and year out! Or, in the same vein, having sufficient funds to pay lawyers and accountants, etc., in order to filter your remuneration in such a manner that you pay considerably less in tax if at all. If an indiscreet president can argue that this is the norm for business people ‘good at doing business’ then how could society as a whole criticize the giving of financial support to those people often considerably stand in great need of the same? (401) [16]


How might we best counter such argument? For a start, it is philosophically wrong to deny many people income support on the basis of a few who do not comply with social expectations in this regard. No one should have a prescription filled for antibiotics to take home with them given that some people will not comply with the terms of that prescription and take as prescribed. The fact that some people might die, as a result of not having access to those antibiotics, is neither here nor there for those people who subscribe to such an illogical, anti-human oriented argument. Nevertheless, critics seriously run with this specious type of criticism and expect us to sympathize with this callous disregard for the enhanced welfare of the majority. So, a few people will choose to continue to gamble, drink or take drugs on the back of such support is no argument for delivering assistance to those who will utilize such augmented finances to better their lives and the lives of those around them. Indeed, the opposite might well be the case, since studies seem to tentatively suggest that when people have a better sense of control over their destiny they are more inclined to better themselves by exercising such positive opportunities rather than resorting to patterns of behaviour that might prevent such aspirational instantiation. Without a doubt, it is more difficult for people to experience an enrichment of their relationships if they have an insufficiency of funding beyond the daily necessities of food, clothing and accommodation, etc. We live in a world where the contractual intersects, if not dominates, the compactual realm of our being in this world with-others. The former is dependent on funds to enter into commercial contracts be it from renting a place to stay to obtaining a simple cup of coffee. The contractual realm is hierarchically dominated and where relationships are limited and subjected to a considerable inequality in power relations and in terms of status. In contrast, a compactual realm is where power relations are overlooked and people are engaged without direct reference to forms of social status. But these two realms also intersect. E.g., if you pay your fare you can climb aboard the bus. However, you should not expect to be told to get down the end of the bus because of your racial appearance, your social status, because you might be homeless or for any other reason. Then, again, on a train or a plane, position of your seat on such modes of transport are often bought in accordance with the price you pay for a recognition of your social status and/or travel aspirations, etc. This intersection of the contractual and compactual realms informing social expectations as to how we are expected to behave, etc. Still, even if misbehavior is frowned upon and perhaps sanctioned, in some form or other, that fact itself cannot be used as an excuse and blanket proscription to further limit the social interactions of the many who do not misbehavior in accordance with such written and unwritten conventions as found entailed in those relevant social expectations. (402) [17]


Should the extension of a basic income, as a form of social ‘gift-giving’ be construed or misconstrued as ‘unnatural’, outside a realm of social obligations, etc. In this regard, perhaps we should ask such recipients of this type of funding as to what they might think and feel in his regard? Often such respondents express considerable gratefulness that their lives have been made a little bit easier, now have a wider range of options, or, at least, do not have to sacrifice certain options in order to obtain and discharge more pressing needs; be they for themselves or their families or partners. At the bottom of the socio-economic scale we all too often find the phenomenon of the ‘working poor’. Despite hours of hard work, people in this category cannot balance the inescapable costs of their lives be it for accommodation, food, clothing, health requirements, cost associated with education and the like. As much as they work they still cannot get an overall income that might be described as a reasonable and decent ‘living wage’. In Victorian times a social myth much disseminated was that ‘the poor were ever lazy’. Statistics reveal quite the opposite. In order to simply rent a room, these folk would toil for hours at home or in service or on the streets or in some institution that promised the semblance of a wage. Then, in times of periodic depression, with less work to be obtained, those with property rarely dropped their rentals for accommodation with the implication that the poor had to work even harder to get and keep a rented roof over their heads. Today, such bizarre myths are still being disseminated by the socially blind or ignorant; those misguided souls who do not realize to what extent the working poor in our society must struggle just to make proverbial ‘ends meet’. In reflection, therefore, we should not regard the extension of an income support system as being without obligations. There may well be no formal obligations insisted upon to be observed by the recipient, once registered for this type of program. Still, as noted, obligations are indeed felt and very much observed. In evidence from such trials, it would appear that those implicit obligations are being met on the whole through the free choice of those elected individuals to utilize such assistance in the manner as envisaged. This conclusion can be drawn from a variety of indications that, e.g., a greater degree of happiness is present, that general levels of health have improved, that a greater uptake of educational possibilities are entered into, that such individuals can elect to extend hours of unpaid work in the form of basic parenting, caring for the elderly, better mentoring of children with their schooling, etc., and so on. (403) [18]


Left to the so-called wisdom of the marketplace, with the advent of robots, automation, driverless cars and the like, people whose vocations escape such downsizing, outsourcing, globalization, etc., i.e., choreographers, executives, successful artist, etc., do not have to worry so much about finding and keeping a job that would traditionally pay them an acceptable wage. But, for the rest of us, such anxieties are reinforced with a vivid freshness, continually being re-iterated by traditional media and social media, that can only further unsettle those who are left to suffer the excesses of the neo-liberally dominated landscape along with its competitive, Darwinian attitudes; where ‘success should meet due recompense and failure should find little or no recompense’. We cannot all become cleaners, gardeners, house painters, nannies and dog-walkers! Left to the devices of such an unfair marketplace, most of us, surely, would become members of this working poor… operating on a subsistence or below subsistence level of recompense. With the loss of traditional forms of labour, and associated unions, what now is there between us and such a marketplace whose constitutional imperatives would be to oversee minimal wages for labour and maximum profits for capital, etc? Governments must intervene and rectify both such distortions and ensuing inequalities to that extent that maintain the current civility of a civil society. Should the society of a mature democracy, or of any other form of government, go down this extreme path of excessive neo-liberal dominance, etc., then innovative considerations of a basic income, if not a universal income, must be seriously considered, debated and implemented when and where necessary!? (404) [19]

4.    How Might a Basic Income/Universal Income be Instituted?


Recently, I have phenomenologically examined the topic of innovation collectively under the three headings of exploration, consolidation and innovation in order to address an important aspect of my manifestoes which call for relatively radical processes of productive re-direction when and where a response is called for that can no longer be suitably met through a merely reiterated process of habitual or conventional redirection. Innovation, to be viable, needs to have adequate foundations in the entirety of the political-economy and, through its utilization, be productive of a beneficial excess in valuational formation. Obviously, the innovation of the implementation of a basic income needs, first, to be well thought out in the political sphere and this demand could be met through forms of political debate that seek to discuss this concept, refine the manner of its nature and execution, and, anticipate the positive ramification of such a policy. To find implementation, as a policy, its needs first to be suitably thematized in political terms of reference. However, to be implemented its then needs to substantially migrate to the economic aspect of the political-economy and be designed through a financial lens in order to find practicalimplementation. The third sphere of the political-economy, the stylistic dimension, should also be taken into account in order to critically appreciate both the negative and positive features issuing from this form of relatively radical re-direction and, when and where thought necessary, fine tune such re-directed processes as entailed in such innovative policies. (405) [20]


‘Exploration’ looks for the problematic and/or problematizes what may or may not be seen already in a problematic light. ‘Consolidation’ anchors such insights close to those conventional patterns or genres of behaviour that appear to possibly proffer suitable forms of resolution. Such interpretations and appropriations are then re-constructed to better re-interpret and re-appropriate such novel modes of intentional direction that appear to proffer more efficient and/or more effective potential resolutions of such problematicity. I.e., exercise and/or modify those modes of thought and practice already to hand in order to determine and appreciate processes of resolution and, therein, a solution to such problematicity; regardless of whether those approaches are to be treated as either innovative and/or non-innovative in orientation. Given such social discontentment in the workplace, etc., it would be wise for politicians to well debate such issues and, through the dialectics of such a process, find ways and means for an ensuing resolution of such social issues. One such approach, that needs to be seriously examined and thoroughly debated, is this concept of a basic income (and its eventual universalization). (406) [21]


Therefore, for an innovation to be viable it must be well debated in the political arena, and, thence, further translated into a form of policy formation that can be successfully implemented in the sphere of the political-economic (and not just left in the sphere of the political). In other words, implementation must be well thought out. Moreover, a critical evidence-based appreciation should also be organized in order to fine tune this process of relatively radical re-direction and, when demonstrable, deconstruct and dismiss those criticisms that are not reality based in either fact or logic. (407) [22]


Once this rationale for policy implementation is organized and ready to be implemented, questions of how, why, when and where, effectively, are already answered. How might such a program be implemented once political will is in place for its serious implementation? (408) [23]


In reality the implementation of this type of policy, the extension of a basic income, should not be too difficult to implement (if the political will is in place to orchestrate such a program and oversee something more than a mere experiment limited to a small number of recipients without discharging adequate levels of income support). A register of recipient could merely include all welfare recipients already enrolled in other programs. Then, additional applicants could be simply screened for the applicableness of their application. The dissemination of funds utilizing modes of distribution already in place, preferably, in an electronic form of banking or some other alternative equivalent. In essence, effective full-scale implementation should not be too problematic. (409) [24]

5.    When should such Provisions be Instituted?


We live in economies that, currently, are not capable of satisfactorily adjusting to transformational transitions! I have recently noted that when a traditional industry closes down (in Australia) despite governmental monies spent to smooth this period of transition one third of those who are made redundant seem to make a satisfactory transitioning to comparable forms of reemployment, but, one third do not migrate to equivalent forms of commensurate employment and the last third seem to fail to bridge this gap entirely; either finding serious under-employment or long periods of unemployment. Given that many traditional forms of employment are already subject to similar processes of disruption then this type of scenario is only going to be repeated to varying degrees across the entire political-economy. Obviously, the time for debate on this topic is now and a need for this type of innovation may well explain the current rise in interest in this type of policy re(-)formation. On traditional and non-traditional forms of media I have found a vast number of people who are seriously engaging this topic.
 It behooves government to play a more proactive role in a debate of this topic and to seriously consider the implementation of trials in order to see if such a policy could better assist the public in this period of disruptive transformation of the workplace and marketplace. The question needs to be raised if a basic income, or some close alternative, is not going to be implemented then how should a government approach this acute area of public concern? Perhaps such a program needs to be instituted right now, but, until the pre-requisites of a serious political debate have taken place, such a program, unfortunately, cannot be seriously implemented! Obviously, therefore, this topic needs to be politically thought through first in order to then successfully run with the same! (410) [25]

6.    Where should such Provisions be Instituted?


Once such a scheme is thought worthwhile then the question to be asked is where? Where should it be implemented – in areas of pronounced poverty and depressed economic activity, or, in areas undergoing a loss of traditional industries, or, either in the center of cities or in distant rural townships, etc? Should the scheme start as one more experiment or should it be adopted nationwide, and, should the amount of income be small to begin with and then increased incrementally over time or should the income be adequate and of an amount that can immediately replace pensions, etc? (411) [26]


In my opinion, given that difficult times call for extraordinary efforts politicians should just proceed with a thorough rollout of this type of scheme with a degree of income that does not differentiate and discriminate between an unemployed person, a person with disabilities or a person with some other form of pension. (412) [27]


There is no place for demeaning expressions of an ingrained neo-liberally inspired bias that discriminates between so-called ‘winners and losers’ or so-called ‘lifters and leaners’. We live in a political-economy that has never satisfactorily met ‘the desire for reasonable and suitable employment’ and ‘that employment that appears to be available’ in that time or period such employment is desired and seriously sought after. The transformation of the workplace and marketplace, through digital disruption, etc., have just made this type of problem (of an ever recurrent mismatch) even worse. Then, in the light of this worsening anomaly for a perennial mismatching of such information, traditional critic should seriously realize how wrong they are to criticize all unemployed or under-employed people for not having adequate employment when it is just not possible for all people to be suitably matched in this regard. As just noted, in the transition from traditional industries, often despite the very best efforts of government, etc., two thirds of those redundant workers are either not going to find commensurate forms of work or even find adequate forms of work at all. Why should such aspiring workers be blamed for changing conditions in the workplace that deprive them of finding either equivalent or adequately commensurate forms of work? The marketplace has changed and with it the nature of the workplace. Or, by postulating that some or all of these ‘workers’ are lazy must say something more about the lack of social insight demonstrated by such ignorant critics! As already noted, it is wrong to treat or mistreat an entire class of people on the grounds that a few of its members might have a different profile to the more general profile of that same class.  If one hundred workers want to sit down in a park on a bench during their lunchbreak and there is only room for the seating of fifty then fifty of those workers will not be able to sit on a bench in that park and eat their lunch during their lunchbreak. Would we criticize those workers for being slow in getting to that park before too many others have arrived? If they were to leave work early might they not be criticized for that too? In the same vein ‘pensioners’ of all descriptions should not be criticized for being unemployed or having a disability or just being old, etc. The inauguration of a basic income is one way to institute a completely fairer system that ceases to make such pointless discriminations all too often invoked and promoted by politicians appealing to instincts of a more base nature. We must remember, we all enter this world as dependent upon our parents or carers, and, many of us, unfortunately, will leave this world in a similar state of being dependent upon others…. (413) [28]

7.    Provisional Conclusion, Comments and Observations

Viable forms of innovation need suitable forms of political thematization, economic consolidation and critical forms of innovative response that enact a degree of valuational formation
 in keeping with the nature of our intentional aspirations in that same regard. The institution of a basic income, and its later extension as a universal income, is just one innovative response that seems to be called for in this transitional period in the evolution of the current political-economy so obviously undergoing considerable degrees of disruptive transformation. No doubt other innovative responses will also need to be invoked and, hopefully, implemented in a successful manner. Indeed, in this regard, it is a prime political imperative that governments and other institutions need to seriously confront the challenges entailed in this period of transformational disruption and where the very nature of work and other related attitudes will also need to be radically re-defined! Furthermore, it is obvious, that for mature democracies to remain democratic in both name and practice this imperative, and others, e.g., like an amelioration of global warming along with a need for greater resilience, etc., will need to be both boldly addressed and suitably redressed; i.e., sufficiently resolved in such a manner that further enriches our lives before-others, reverses and diminishes processes of mis-equity and inequality as we, with-others, both navigate and negotiate this changing vista of the political-economies in which we find ourselves immersed. As a response to the imminent disruption of such changing times, in the midst of the ongoing, overall creation of social wealth in our political-economies, the issue of a basic income, etc., needs to be thoroughly debated and, most likely, enacted in an economic form that satisfactorily meets those intentional aspirations that come together to constitute, both effectively and efficiently, its responsible political-economic implementation…! (414) [29] 






   Noël Tointon, Sydney, 28.12.17.


In this document, as both a summary and proposal, I note that this type of topic needs to be urgently debated. That implementing a basic income (rather than a broader universal basic income) should be less difficult to inaugurate once suitably debated in the political sphere. That innovations address problematic issues through invoking genres of behaviour that seem to be relatively closer to hand, and through such proximity, appear to invite forms of intellectual re-interpretation and practical re-appropriation. That a critical stylistic dimension should also be invoked to fine tune such innovative responses and counter those argument that do not seem to be either based in fact and/or in logic. (415)

My twelfth case study will be a text again created by myself that is speculative, hypothetical and virtual for the obvious reasons when examined. There is a classic problem of how do we correlate, e.g., ‘a certain need (a series and/or set/s of needs)’ with a certain satisfaction of that need through the enaction of ‘a certain, suitable response (series and/or set/s of responses)’? I call this ‘a mixing and matching problem’. In response to this I am suggesting the commissioning of a Universal Aspirational Interconnector or UAI. An application that co-opts AI to both semantically read and learn or adjust to both the traditional and fashionable creation of social needs. That people merely have to speak to such an app(lication) (why type when you could set it up for speech recognition) and list your current and/or future aspirations. In our communities, e.g., there are people with many skills and also many people who might like to acquire the same. Here we have the possibility of creating a new form of ‘work’ where people with certain needs can be instructed by people that have already acquired such skills or who can proffer the requisite products and/or services. But, then, why stop at this actively responsive ‘universal university of the Internet’ and extend it to be a market place in a mixing and matching of all forms of aspiration. Here my hypothetical case as follows:

Speculative, etc., Case Study No. 12: Universal Aspirational Interconnector (UAI)

A pig farmer wakes up one morning and decides that he would like a wife, two dozen piglets for fattening, two sacks of heritage potatoes, would like to extend their pine forest, possibly grow truffles and get some advice re same, hire a chef who is an expert in French cuisine, hire also a sommelier, a waiter or waitress, and general cook, as well as acquire the complete works of the American author Henry James. He dictates these aspiration to the application known as a UAI. This application is keyed into an ever-growing data base organized by AI that can semantically categorize and catalogue the various types of aspiration dictated by both its aspirants and possible respondents. Searches are first done in the communal settings of those resident aspirants in an attempt to match local respondents, etc. A nominal fee is paid on the successful meeting of such aspirations for the upkeep of such a system and where a part of that same fee is also passed on as a tax to be paid to local government, etc. Of course, such a system must have certain safeguards that reflect the de-ontological complexion of those communities. So, a contract to kill or be killed would be automatically ruled out,
 the sale of babies would be banned, the commission of hate-crimes would not be countenanced, etc., and so on. Such a collective array of information could be used only for the purpose of statistical investigations as long as each investigation passes certain preliminary ethical guidelines. Similarly, questions of policing would also need to be suitably supervised so that, e.g., political powers can neither use nor misuse such information, etc., etc. (416)


Already society, to a considerable extent, is mixing and matching such aspirations but, unfortunately, on many fronts, such correlations are less efficiently realized if at all through successfully adequate forms of alignment or re-alignment. All genres are adopted and adapted, and, so, in this regard, innovations, as previously noted (in the tenth case study), are more a matter of re-directed forms of re-alignment rather than mere realignment through redirection. If a person desires a cup of coffee they can go to a coffee shop or a shop selling instant coffee, coffee beans or coffee capsules to order to then take this product home to utilize in a form as directed.
 However, if a person were inspired to learn Sanskrit they cannot, normally, just go to a shop in order to avail themselves of the services of a Sanskrit teacher.
 A university is one place. Today, we might find tutorials on YouTube or some other application or program. On the other hand, having access to a UAI, effectively, we do have a one-stop shop so to speak. People could be directed to respondents who are teachers available to pass on such skills, or, a university not too far away, or, various sites on the Internet, or people outside their local community who might be able to act as such skill-providers, etc. Ultimately, the system itself might be able to do this type of skill-providing by acting as a virtual instructor? (417)


We live in interesting times and, perhaps, this idea of a UAI is not that too far-fetched even if currently ‘speculative’ despite being hypothetically possible.
 (418)


The point of these twelve virtual case studies has been to illustrate the four major aspects of these manifestoes that could be labeled, for convenience, ‘donations, transparency, mis-equity, and, innovation’. In the next section of this extended essay let me look more deeply at the apparent presuppositions that seem to drive the functions of these two manifestoes along with the more comprehensive subliminal checklist as an additional ‘silent manifesto’. I will conduct this process of an investigative exploration into these four aspects by explicating their inherent imperatives that, first, demand a stopping of those donations that are deconstructing the democratic spirit of our democratic life-worlds; second, demand a cessation of those political-economic operations that refuse to be relatively transparent at the expense of a public good; third, demand a reversal of mis-equity in all its forms of relative inequity, dis-equity and non-equity; and, fourth, demand processes of a suitable innovative responsiveness when and where the same are called for given the transformational-transitioning of current political-economies, be that on global, national and/or local levels of interaction. In effect, these explorations have revealed in an indirect, de facto-like manner a criticism primarily directed at the influence of a neo-liberal ideological strain and trend running, to varying degree, through relatively democratic and non-democratically oriented political live-worlds. (419)

6:    Overlooking Deeper Presuppositions?


These manifestoes seem to operate with four primary imperatives which, as noted, deal basically with, respectively, donations, transparency, mis-equality and innovation. In this section let me look more closely at the apparent presuppositions underlying these four key types of imperative. (420)


For a start, what is it about ‘donations’ that is destructive of the democratic spirit? The fact that politicians, individually and collectively, become more beholden to their donors than their electors who voted for them to act as their representatives. Wittingly or unwittingly, these politicians are eventually ‘bought’ and as such come more to represent their donors at the expense of their voters in their electorates; whatever the mix of political allegiances to found with the latter. In effect, they listen more to the aspirations of their donors rather than the aspirations of their electorates. Graphically, this point is brought out in my metaphorical distinction of ‘listening versus hearing’. Politicians are often accused of not listening to the concerns of their electorate, but, listening is something they are very good at and something that happens often, if not every day. Politicians watch polls like people who have invested everything in the stock market and daily watch the rises and falls in the relative value of their shares. Polls may not come out each day but politicians also keenly read the headlines and editorials in newspapers, watch the latest news on television, and monitor social media. They are also avid observers of the apparent findings of focus groups; both privately commissioned by their political parties or commissioned by other parties and published. In the habit of a continual review of their work they will no doubt be aware of both the issues concerning voters at large but also the relative intensity these issues have in the so-called public mind along with a continual re-assessment as to how such issues will refract or shift political allegiances or the apparent lack of such an allegiance in swinging voters; especially those in key marginal seats. Then, too, politicians, hopefully, will also meet their electors from time to time and ask or be told of the issues that directly affect those constituents. But, at the end of the day, all too often, such listening would seem to be eclipsed by more hearing the concerns of their donors, and through various mechanisms of party pressure, find themselves through such understandings more promoting the aspirations of their most important donors. All too often, soothing statements of a concern for the issues of their electorates will be emitted by politicians, from routine press releases to Prime Ministers or Presidents, whereas, in practice more care and carefulness is observed in a discharge of the needs of their donors.
 The exception to this political observation is when important and urgent issues arise to the fore and before which politicians have to be seen doing something to both address and redress such types of situation that just may or may not intersect and contest the concerns of these influential donors. It may well be that some of the aspirations of their key donors could well coincide with the concerns of their electorate or the country as a whole. Or, that such concerns over the re-shaping the political-economy are of a special nature that do not directly affect the lives of those people without much influence; i.e., most of the population. However, taken as an aggregate, I am sure, that the net result of all political decisions over time will incrementally affect the lives of ordinary people especially given that the special interest of special interest groups, read donors, will not coincide or find absolute alignment with the overall aspirations of the general public given differences in their overall aspirations. This aspirational differential, expressed through the comparative re-direction of policy directives over time, may be small to begin with, but, will ever widen in proportion, more or less, to the relative degree of influence such special groups have vis-à-vis the general influence of voters in these electorates which, sadly, is usually only expressed through the course and outcomes of actual elections. The net result of such differentiated differences being examined on a seat by seat basis, especially in marginal seats, and, collectively, in a determination of who will most likely govern at the next election. As I have already argued, a dominant neo-liberal mindset will frame much of the political-economic decision making, and, over time, over the last fifty years, would have inevitably skewed the political-economy, along with its marketplaces and workplaces, in that same direction. Such a bias naturally favours the rich, large corporations, large organizations, multi-nationals, etc. In this very receptive atmosphere to neo-liberal ideology, both for good reasons and for bad reasons, certain policy themes would have become ‘progressively’ incorporated to be re-expressed through similar governmental attitudes towards competition (being favoured at the small business end of the commercial spectrum, etc.), monopolies (being less likely to be subjected to regulatory forms of limitation and compliance, etc.), reduced levels of employment in the civil service, greater degrees of regulatory capture, a promotion of privatization, a minimization of the role played by unions, a reluctance to promote forms of compliance across the board , especially in industries where workers are more easily able to be exploited, etc., etc. We only have to see the headings of my subliminal checklist to better frame the continual neo-liberal themes being promoted both incrementally and collectively through such neo-liberal distortions in policy thematization and implementation. Hence my metaphorical allusions to ‘listening versus hearing’. If the distortion of all unsuitable forms of donations were to be removed from the political process I am sure politicians would once again both listen and hear the concerns of their electorates and demonstrate forms of care more in alignment with a critical and collective appreciation of such aspirations. The political process could easily do away with this corrosive influence on policy formulation. As I have argued previously, obscene amounts of raised electoral finance does not necessary translate into and guarantee a relatively larger number of voters will voter for that politician and their party on the frequency and strength of such advertizing, etc. In this age of the Internet, politicians and their parties no longer need vast quantities of money, read donations, in order to disseminate policies, etc. Of course, good old fashion door knocking in electorates by the politicians and their volunteers has a proven track record. And political posters themselves are a good message to send the electorates in question that an election is soon due. On the other hand, it would appear that voters have become increasingly immured with television advertizing and a mutual trans-partisan decision to minimize the role of political advertizing on traditional and non-traditional forms of media should be welcomed by all politicians of whatever persuasion. The primary role of a politician is to act as a politician and not subvert the functions of their office through the imperative of having to continually canvassing for donations in a form that eclipses their role as legislators, etc. Without a doubt this corrosive influence needs to be excised from the body politic. Effectively, such ‘improper’ donations are an unnecessary evil.
 On the other hand, small donations, without direct influence, can collectively exert a certain form of influence that sees such favoured politicians in question being rewarded through being seen to be both listening and hearing the concerns of their electorates… but, as always, we should also learn to distinguish between those that merely appear to hear and those that have truly heard and have taken such concerns on board…
 (421)


Both listening and hearing have an active and passive complexion. Hence ‘listening and being listened to’, and, ‘hearing and being heard’. The relationship between a politician and their electorate, and, ultimately, their country, should be one of an alignment between these four facets, and, that forms of response, in an ongoing dialogue, should be of an existential orientation that demonstrates a mutual, two-way process of engagement that is productive of a positive process of valuational formation as well as resolving the issues in a manner that reflects well on all parties concerned... (422)


‘Engagement’ is always through reengagement, and reengagement can be both redirected through a habitual form of reengagement or re-directed through some form of an innovative process of re-engagement. But, the point of this philosophical observation will be soon brought out when we look more closely at the second half of our manifestoes through this lens that focuses on these presuppositional drivers that seem to be promoting their related forms of political action. (423)


Obviously, voters seek politicians that both listen and hear their concerns. Similarly, politically aware voters wish to be suitably informed, and, effective transparency is both a sign that government is open for inspection and open for criticism in this same regard. Underlying this requisite degree of relevant transparency is this ability for the electorate to both see and see through or see over/oversee the workings of ‘their’ government. Hence the underlying presupposition behind this motto of ‘transparency’ is this seeing versus seeing through (or seeing versus overseeing
). (424)

 
A limited form of secrecy works against the integrated activity of the whole be that an organization, a community, the nation itself. Absolute secrecy is also impossible and any attempt to construct such a security environment would end up both preventing texts from being read and having those same texts being rewritten. In the running of any organization that obstruct such governance, etc. On the other hand, a demand for absolute transparency is also an impossibility. What should be desired is a relatively acceptable degree of transparency… a state of affairs that can now be put more easily into practice courtesy of the Internet. Open governance means the committing of either instructions and/or submissions to a textual format and committing to associated texts reviews, recommendations and instruction issuing from such reviews, etc., all enacted in an environment of open access (unless it is reasonable to restrict such access in part. I.e., such documents need to have their presence documented and reasons for a denial of access stated and affirmed by some relatively neutral third party, say, a court or ombudsperson, etc.). Politicians and/or lobbyists may well discuss issues together but anything beyond such interacts needs to be documented. Rightly, and perhaps wisely, all interactions should be documented and topic headings merely noted, say, in the form of an open diary. It should also be unnecessary to note, but a conscientious politican, or lobbyist, would also note down a record, more or less in real time, of all finances obtained and expended and in a fixed form (blockchained in a daily register?) that could be presented to the relevant authorities should should any questions of propriety, appropriateness an/or appositeness; i.e., suitability, of any financial flows should be questioned (in order to rule out donations, misuse of expenses, non-payment of taxes, etc., etc.). (425)


Thus, in the light of the above, all relevant political interactions, be that in a political context, an economic or commercial context and/or a stylistic context (as a critic, e.g.), should be duly noted through topic headings as discussions conducted with whom, but, before any formal form of policy thematization gets underway such proceedings need to be suitably documented and textually represented to a degree suitable for the relative import of such proceedings. That it is wise, also, to note the nature of those interactions and name those who interacted therein in the form of a diary, along with all financial transactions, within or outside that specific context, etc. Of course, it now goes without saying that all formal proceedings need to be documented and the consequences of such deliberations duly noted as well. That, indeed, this strategy for open transparency also needs to be applied to the civil service, commercial organizations, religious institutions, etc., etc. (426)


In a similar vein to open transparency, accountability and responsibility, in the manner as discussed previously, should also be exercised. These three attitudes practically coinciding in policy formation, i.e., political policy thematization on a theoretical level, practical policy implementation on an experiential level of direct interaction, and, critical policy appreciation from a stylistic dimension… with some suitable degree of alignment between the same given the existential fact that a representative differential between that being represented and its representation can never be absolutely aligned, but, when a progressive form of re-alignment can be realized, without too much psychic expenditure, such harmonization should be relatively pursued)….  (427)


With the removal from the democratic political system of politically undesirable donations, and similar, the politician is then better able to both listen and hear the concerns of their electorate and, hopefully, extend a form of care that, as a responsive and responsible process, is able to suitably resolves such issues; i.e. both address and redress such concerns… and better promote the aspirations behind such social points of contention. With the advent of a greater and more suitable degree of transparency it is then possible for concerned citizens to just not see a govern seemingly working but see through the same to oversee the tenor of that same administration. In this regard I do not envisage the public directly interfering in this political process, but, the mere thought that the process of government is practically transparent might better focus the minds of politicians on doing the right thing and doing that well, to the best of their abilities in accordance with the complexion of the political possibilities they are able to muster to hand. At the end of the day all enaction is realized through forms of mutual cooperation entered into some degree or other be the character of that process more or less contractual and/or compactual in orientation. Politicians, e.g., might be very concerned about the level of deficit incurred and/or being incurred, but, should a serious hurricane or some other disaster occur then you would expect such concerned politicians to put such thoughts aside in order to ensure enough funds are immediately to hand for disaster relief and for the period of recovery needed in the aftermath of that catastrophic event. The civil service and allied agencies would then be expected to oversee the discharge of this relief through suitable channels of practical deployment of those funds which would most likely be implemented through contractual arrangements with organizations able to discharge those requisite contractual arrangements. Policy transparency being extended beyond the purely political sphere in the hope that such contractual arrangements are also suitably formed and discharged for the benefit of those in such need, etc. Politicians should be allowed to do their work and be seen doing their work without unnecessary interference from a public closely watching. But, this ‘hands off’ understanding may well be put to the side, hopefully, when government seems to be off course in regard to what it either says it is doing and/or with what it is actually doing… in the light of stated objectives, etc. Of course, if society were to be politically polarized we must hope that neutral and impartial organs of the state are able to remonstrate with those politicians responsible for such apparent mis-redirection or mis-re-direction in policy formation, implementation and supervision in the light of evidence or a lack of evidence in the light of clear and distinct arguments that re-represent such apparent misdirection, etc. (428)


The removal of this feature of ‘corrosive donations’ is a precondition for a more democratically oriented government or the relative return to a more democratic form of governance. A necessary condition, but, not necessarily a sufficient condition since a well-functioning democracy needs the stability of a non-discontented Middle Class in conjunction with the traditional support of those elites who oversee and ensure good democratically oriented governance, etc.
 We could also argue that ‘transparency’ is a condition for good governance or for the return of a better form of governance. However, we have the apparent anomaly, in our so-called democratic life-world/s, that many organizations, both commercial or non-commercial in orientation, both public and private in constitution, appear to operate more like a monarchy or as if permanently on some military campaign or as if some form of aristocratic oligarchy with board members able to issue orders but unable to recognize and enact good advice welling up from below. This form of administrative arrogance is exemplified in the current example of a ‘democratic’ president of nation who declares themselves, effectively, to be above the law, above the institutional tenor of sensible traditions, above the rulings of the court, etc., and, by such pronouncements and actions demonstrates a non-separation of powers that seriously attempts to undermine the necessary balance that should be in place between the various participating estates such as the various branches of the executive, the legislature, the judiciary and to which we might also add traditional media, and, in some countries, various religious bodies also traditionally or non-traditionally associated with government, etc. That list is not exhaustive, but, the primary principle is the maintenance of a traditional form of balance between these various influential aspects in overall governance in order to ensure a greater degree of harmonized cooperation, and, that no one branch is ever able to exert a greater degree of influence than traditionally called for (either in constitutional terms and/or through the traditional weight of tried and tested precedents that either augment that constitution or act as its customary replacement). (429)


The second half of these two manifestoes could be subtitled ‘mis-equity and innovation’, or, perhaps more appositely, ‘resistance and reconstruction’.
 In describing forms of mis-equity the center of gravity is more intended to be prescriptive if not also proscriptive. I.e., e.g., there is an increasing degree of inter-generational ‘theft’ and intra-generational ‘theft’, and, as this trend is implicitly to be seen as wrong, as unfair when enacted to this degree and beyond, then it follows that those policies that continue and/or promote this same trend are, ipso facto, also wrong, and, therefore, such trends need to be stopped and reversed. Hence ‘resisted’ and thence the general appellation of ‘resistance’. ‘Resistance’ also in the sense that to argue and act against a ruling paradigm takes a lot more psychic energy to engage than if you were merely to argue a course of enaction from the perspective of that major discourse itself. This resistance, metaphorically, is meant in the sense of stopping such policies that promote the ‘adverse’ type of process in question and then reversing those same policies in order to arrive at a field of engagement more in keeping with those aspirational objectives being thought to be more preferred. However, given the ruling discourse remains in play a process of successful innovation needs to be put in place in order to redefine that overall discourse if not, better, to more radically re-define the same. This role of innovative reconstruction relying, therefore, on effective deconstruction of that ruling paradigm and its successful innovative replacement enacted through a process of re-construction. I.e., relatively radical change, read relatively chaotic change, occurs in and through a process of relatively innovative re-construction. That such a process, hopefully co-opts a more positively enhanced process of constructive valuational formation which could well be seen to occur in a process of existentially oriented ‘re-engagement’ rather that in a process of mere reconstruction, through such ‘reengagement’, where positive valuational formation is arrived at through the  utilization of those conventional measures that merely orchestrate some positive, linear form of valuational ‘augmentation’ rather than some form of exponentially oriented form of positive ‘enhancement’. In the light of these considerations, we see these two latter halves, of these two manifestoes, as being centered on, respectively, reengagement versus re-engagement, and, resistance versus innovation, and, then in more detail, cessation and reversal versus deconstruction and re-construction… with both enacted on a level of policy formation (i.e., political thematization, economic implementation and stylistic supervision). However, even though we might treat resistance as ‘versus’ innovation, and, v.v., still these two types of process need not be antithetical, indeed, they should be seen as cooperating in order to advance a general reversal and replacement of the neo-liberal paradigm, hopefully, with a philosophically coherent vision that is not so ideologically driven and disruptive as this current virulent form of a status quo.  (430)


We could say that this second half our these first two manifestoes is this relatively non-chaotic sense of reengagement versus a relatively chaotic sense re-engagement. However, more correctly, as intimated, this relationship is also one that needs to recognize a certain degree of mutual interdependence. Engagement is always through reengagement in order for the intentional aspiration to be both entertained and realized (through this intentional process of phenomenological retention). Now, innovation can never be absolute since its intentional engagement is realized, effectively, through the innovative treatment of genres of interpretative-behaviour. Genres are ‘adopted and adapted’ through ‘re-adoption and re-adaptation’. Just as engagement is entertained through reengagement and/or re-engagement, although, more correctly, a mix of both reengagement and re-engagement must be exercised. The utilization of the same genre in a different situation means that it must be re-adapted. I.e., to some extent, innovatively readapted if not re-adapted. So, in this light, the difference between reengagement and re-engagement is more a matter of the innovative degree in readaption/re-adaptation. Or, in other words, practical adoption through readoption must be to some extent a process of re-adaptation (implying either conventional readoption or relatively more innovative re-adoption. (431)


With these insights to hand, it behooves us to view this second half of these first two manifestoes to have a presuppositional basis that more suggests a cooperative stance. In other words, even the conventional exercise of remedies that address and redress mis-equity necessitates a certain degree of innovation given the fact of their needing to be a mix of both readaptation and re-adaptation. That, a more innovative process proposed as a potential remedy for non-existentially oriented political-economic disfunction itself must proceed from a more conventional sense of position in order through micro-degrees of innovation then engage a relatively more existentially oriented process of chaotic re-construction that, hopefully, has or will have an adequately positive orientation in re-valuational formation. (432)


In this vision of engagement through re(-)engagement we can now re-view innovation, therefore, as more a process of incremental re(-)adaptation. Rather than as a single process of micro-innovative readaptation a process of demands a series of micro-innovative sequence/set/s of innovative adaptations that let a more radical sense of re-adaptation ‘emerge’. That, through this sense of emergence, the semblance of the relatively radical, chaotic, etc., can manifest itself as an overall innovative response. Earlier, I discussed innovation under a double-threefold set of six headings. Let me now explore how those ideas might be married with these ideas on the micro-sequential nature of the innovatively oriented process. (433)


How might we re-visit this topic of innovation? (434)


First, we must recognize the need for an innovative economy (not too far removed from a relatively non-innovative, conventional economy…). (435)


Second, we need to recognize that genres are integrated dualities equally divided between both interpretation of behaviour and the enaction of behaviour where both of these aspects or facets effectively frame each other. The apparent intentionally directed performance of behaviour implies a working appropriation of that genre or mix of genres involved in organizing the enaction of that specific/specified behavioural pattern. Engagement, to be intentionally aware, demands a dance, therefore, between recognizing what is to be done or is being done, and, our doing that which was defined and realized through enacting such interpretative aspirations. (436)


But, all economies are better appreciated through a tri-polar lens that is suitable for approaching the nature of that economy in question. In this regard, we can shift our treatment of engagement from a parallel interaction between recognition and enaction to an ongoing interaction between the same, i.e., a phenomenologically oriented encountering, a hermeneutically oriented process of intentional recognition, and, a (non-systematic) existential process of direct engagement. (437)


That, in this regard, other triplicities could be invoked, i.e., exploration, consolidation and innovation,
 or, as a critical re-appropriative program that consist of three dialectical-like stages or moments, namely, re-critique or deep criticism (re-criticalization), salvagement or recuperation, and, re-interpretation or (rather, more, as a process of) re-construction.
 (438)


We can combine these explorations into insight and innovation on the grounds that innovation can be seen as the insightful re-adoption and re-adaptation of relevant genres. In this regard we can make a distinction between conventional reappropriation and innovative re-appropriation. In this regard, too, we can run a parallel between a critical re-appropriation and an innovative economy under a cross-referencing of these headings seeking the problematic and/or problematization of that being placed in question, etc. Hence a paralleling of innovative exploration with a process of re-criticalization as further paralleled with our either looking for the problematic and/or conducting and process of problematization through some form of skillful skeptical interrogation, etc. Then, we can note a parallel with innovative consolidation through a salvagement or recuperation of those genres found to hand that have this relative proximity to their being re-adopted and re-adapted (rather than merely readopted and readapted). An understanding of this subtlety alerting us to the fact that between the conventional uptake and non-conventional tweaking of genres there is little difference formally between these two spheres even though the chaotic import of the latter can also present a world of difference, hopefully, in the realization of a positive process of innovative transformation (in comparison to a positive process of conventional transition). That positive innovation can be viewed as a positive process of insightfully directed re-direction. (439)


That, in effect, innovation ‘salvages’ what is to hand in order to insightfully extend the value of this process of re-direction (through this process of the re-fitting of older genres now re-cast as new genres now fit for some new purpose or a new series or set/s of purposes). Thence the nature of the innovative economy is to be better appreciated through noting this confluence of both insight and innovation since without such insight into what is to be found, in part, in the attainable, and, fully, in the obtainable this process of valuational formation could not be found to reside in just this ability to insightfully recognize, encounter and, therefore, engage with the re-construction of that more valued re-configuration. To ‘innovate’ means ‘re-directed redirection’. The value of such innovation resides in our ability to both re-e/valuate this same re-configuration of the world as lived and to appreciate the overall value of this process and pattern of re-construction. Such a process taking on a greater existential complexion when the value of the valuational formation is much greater than the value invested in its mere input. (440)


‘Salvagement’ or ‘recuperation’, etc., implies the ability to take what is to hand, namely, as implied in this context, a genre of behaviour, and repair or re-purpose the same. On this meta-textual level (of representation) associated forms of con-textual types of situatedness are also adopted and adapted, or rather, re-adopted to be re-adapted in order to re-frame this semblance of re-purposing. Although I have suggested relatively grand forms of innovation through the utilization of a basic income (B.I.) to begin with rather than an immediate universal basic income (U.B.I.) (for everyone within a certain political jurisdiction), and, this concept of U.A.I. (a universal aspirational interconnector) the innovative economy, generally, is more likely to be arrived at through merely tweaking minor aspects of these meta-textual genres and/or con-texts.
 My suggestion, as an observation that could find an evidential basis support in this regard, is that constructive re-construction, i.e., re-purposing or tweaking, is most likely going to occur in a confrontation of those textual aspects found to be either problematic and/or able to be problematized in such a fashion as to invite positively improved improvements in such meta-textual functions. (441) 

Not too long ago we only got bread delivered to general stores, usually on street corners, from the bakery in the form of loaves. However, even with a sharp, serrated bread knife slicing those loaves left a lot to be desired. When fresh, the loaf would warp when cut, and, when a day old or older, the crust would crumble and disperse about the bread board. In this process of slicing, there never was a Goldilock’s moment when the loaf would neither warp nor lose parts of the crust to a messy process of flaking. However, thankfully, the day came when a loaf of bread could be sliced in the general store when and where it was bought. A machine was supplied to do this. Then you had to decide whether the bread would be thinly sliced for sandwiches or less thinly sliced for toasting, or, whether you wanted that loaf sliced with both purposes in mind. But being sliced the bread now needed to be better wrapped, whereas, before this innovation of machine slicing often the loaf of bread was merely placed in your basket or bag. About this time supermarkets, another innovation, were being built and bakeries decided it was a better business for all parties concerned to just deliver most of their bread both sliced and wrapped. The obvious point of this anecdote is that this process of slicing and packaging bread were innovations that the overall market both desired and were prepared to pay a little more for… and in the process adding value to this process of bread baking and bread delivery. That such innovations, although relatively minor alterations in this tradition of bread baking and bread delivery, still, they were able to quite radically alter the nature of the bread baking business when conducted on a more industrial scale. Whereas, once, all bread was sold in the form of an uncut loaf before too long such uncut loaves were an exception rather than the rule. The exception to this rule being the reinvention of the small bakery, albeit now as a boutique bakery, and, the emulation of this niche market in supermarkets with the reintroduction of sourdough; albeit no packaged and the option of it being precut. The moral of this historical anecdote being that innovation usually occurs through implementing small incremental shifts, ether individually or as a series or a set/s, and where the ensuing consequences of such minor alterations may well be radical changes in the ensuing situatedness of that type of behaviour. The valuational complexion of such transformations needing to be critically appreciated before being treated as either positive, negative and/or neutral in overall existential tenor or tone; i.e. in order to understand to what degree and in what manner relational richness has been promoted or de-promoted with respect to the primary relationship/s in question in the situatedness of their ensuing embedded ness, etc.  (442)

We, too, can observe that moral by closely re-inspecting, e.g., the third major quarter of these first two manifestoes and re-explore where points of innovation might be needed to be applied in a reconfiguration of conventional policies and processes; albeit conducted through a more systematic critique of mis-equity as framed through its sub-headings of past inequity, current dis-equity and future non-equity. To this end, let me soon explore some possibilities in this regard in order to promote the debate and re-e/valuation of such tentative innovations in a more direct cessation and/or reversal, and/or, deconstruction and/or re-construction of such relatively adverse neo-liberally oriented policy processes as already noted to date, etc. Hoping, of course, that such ‘viable’ innovations are either attainable in part or obtainable in whole, and, portend positive processes of greater comparative enrichment that amplify associated patterns of valuational formation? (443)

As a temporary, but relevant, digression let me further explore this phenomenon of tweaking or intentional innovation; i.e., the process of intentionally re-directed innovation; i.e., re-directed overriding of and/or the being overridden by the intentional re-direction embedded in the uptake of certain genres, series and/or set/s of genres (be all that integrated in a process of hybridization or left without being hybridized) that then results in a process of intentional re-direction. I.e., where this overriding of a process of conventional intentional redirection, etc., then induces an innovative process of intentional re-direction. (444)


In essence, there is this dialectical dance between conventional genre uptake and its innovative re-direction as well as an assortment of other dialectical tensions such as between an active sense of intentional re-direction and a passive sense of being intentionally re-directed as a reactive consequence of the collective, net impact of such micro-shifts, etc., etc. In truth, the entire intentional economy, and all other forms of ‘economic’ e/valuation, are generated across this dialectically engaged boundary between intentional redirection and intentional re-direction.
 (445)


Imagine, if you would, a retired person keen to observe an absolutely regular existence, each day in and each day out. They get out of bed at precisely 0600; a coffee and croissant at 0610; then they go for a walk at 0630, getting back at almost 0730; then practices a musical instrument, performing the same set of compositions every day, etc; and so on. Would, or could, such a person be happy in pursuing such absolute conformity? Or, would they experience an intensity of minimalistic pleasures or annoyances through noting the minor irregularities in their daily performances; be they self-instigated or other-instigated. E.g., in meeting the mistakes they made in playing those compositions; errors not in conformity with their own high expectations? Perhaps acquiring new insights into those same compositions? Meeting irregularities in the weather as they walk their same daily path. Inevitably, meeting chance encounters with people they know or who know them, at least by sight, on that hourly morning walk. Then, if they corresponded by email, they would need to make decisions as to whom to reply to and how. Then, if they watched the news on television they would see it was different; day by day if not hour by hour. Would such variations be met with pleasure and/or annoyance? If this person, with this extreme mental inclination for habitual stasis, were to strictly adhere to their daily regime could we say they were engaged in authenticity even if considerably conforming to their intentions in this same regard? I would argue that existential authenticity is more than merely conforming to one’s intentions. That being authentic is discovering one’s potential to arise to the situation and discern a maximizing of valuational formation through a suitable resolution of the exigencies should they arise as they arise. That this maximizing of valuational richness, through suitable processes of existential enrichment, must also transcend the mere limitations of one’s own sense of self. If this person on their morning walk were to encounter a young drunk person, seemingly coming home from an all-night party, were to be seen walking along the road with their eyes shut, half asleep, and in danger of being hit by oncoming traffic, should that person, even as rigid as they are, just continue to walk by without any concern and care for this fellow human being blindly staggering along this road and in such imminent danger? The uttering of a very loud exclamation, or expletive, might be all that would be needed to wake up this drunken fellow and get them to see, for themselves, the current folly of their ways? Through such an example, it is my hope, that a person exploring the value of authenticity will see that engaging in a pattern of mere conformity with one’s self is not and cannot be our engaging in a process of authenticity even if in conformity with our own intentions; be they stated or left unstated. That, in effect, mere conformity to one’s own conventions is not and cannot be living a life in authenticity both with one’s self and with others. Given that we are absolutely powerless, without the assistance of others, directly and indirectly, it follows that we must live out our lives with others even if some of those ‘others’ are people we might not wish to have any form of relations with. Then, on serious reflection, we should note that in a colder climate, coffee cannot be grown. Then, too, in a warmer climate, wheat cannot be grown. To have ‘a coffee and a croissant’ for breakfast we are dependent already on ten thousand people whose collective efforts are engaged in the very delivery of their piece in this complex, co-operative chain of market directed behaviour. Moreover, both fortunately and unfortunately, we have to relate with others as many must also relate with us; whether that engagement be directly or indirectly enacted. That, it is in the relatively successful navigation around and the negotiation with the irregularities of our existences before-others that we find the richness of our existences with-others, and, therein, discover and discern patterns of enrichment that can be realized therefrom. Indeed, it is in our suitable engagement with the novelty of these irregularities that we find valuational richness and enrichment. A dialectical dance tempered, however, by the fact that such novelties must be manageable. Too much novelty, too much change, that cannot be managed and resolved and we would be like that drunken person about to be hit by an oncoming vehicle unable to stop or avoid them. In reality, our existence would soon come to an end and we would hardly know what hit us. Suitable resolution of the exigencies of such novelties, either microtessimal in scope or macrotessimal in scope, means our actual meaningful engagement with the same, whereas, in contrast, our ‘engagement’, if it could be called by such an appellation, with that far beyond our comprehension is a bit like either being hit by an oncoming vehicle or not realizing that one was nearly hit by an oncoming vehicle that managed to go round you… as you continued to stagger along that road with your eyes shut in a drunken stupor, half-asleep… (446)


Obviously, and thankfully, the able-to-be-engaged novelties of our existences cannot be escaped. Somewhere, comfortably between either an impossible stasis or having to experience too much change, we find the meaningful course of our lives… as we engage with-others, before-others…. (447)


In exploring this thin textual line between conventional redirection and the innovation of a relatively non-conventional process of re-direction we also need to note a number of other explicit and less explicit, if not implicit, features that will also add to our understanding of the intentional economy. An appreciation of this aspect of an inescapable ongoing innovation lets us realize that our intention life is continually overriding and/or being overridden by this facet of innovative re-direction. Indeed, absolutely, without this onward process of tweaking we would not even be able to evolve as a person with-others in this world since it would be true to say that all knowledge, self-awareness, an awareness of others, etc., could not arise without this form of an ongoing rectification in our progressive understanding. In our representation of the world we can never be absolutely wrong, but, then, only through processes of confirmation, and its re-confirmation, can we refine such understanding through a provisional process of a verification of the confirmation or dis-confirmation of such a progressive position already arrived at through exactly this same type of process. Equally, in our representation of the world we cannot be absolutely right, however, such a divine standard is usually not required, or, if required, merely arrived at through some form of an analytical a priori equation where the truth of that proposition or propositions is now just legislated through such an equation. Yes, ‘two plus two is four’. I put two new apples in the fruit bowl where two old apples still remain and know that I now have four in that fruit bowl. I assume, on waking up, that that fruit bowl still has four apples in it unless someone else has taken one or more of the same. When I am away for a week I can no longer assume that four apples, or any apples for that matter, will remain in that same fruit bowl when I return. But, when I have returned, I can now recount those pieces of fruit in that fruit bowl although I should not assume that if there were four apples there that they were the same apples that I left in that bowl before I left. I know others are here that also like to eat apples, and, so, in order to verify if any apples are placed in that fruit bowl then it is best I actually go into the kitchen and count what number of apples might currently be in that same container. So, it may be the case that ‘2 + 2 = 4’ and I may have left four apples in that fruit bowl, still, to confirm that fact, that was deemed to be true that four apples were in that fruit bowl when I last counted them, still, sufficient time may have elapsed that I will need to count them again to get a verified, and verifiable, tally in this same regard. Interestingly, verification occurs on a number of levels indicating that the innovatory economy itself is hierarchically organized as well. In general terms of reference, a fruit bowl often has fruit put within its compass. Usually, in particular terms, this specific bowl has apples within its embrace but not mangoes. Specifically, at this very moment in time, I can see and count four apples in this fruit bowl in front of me. The thought of eating one of those apples arises. I look at these four ripe apples but knowing that twso of them have been in this bowl longer than the other two decide to choose one of them to eat. I decide to eat this one, but, then, change my mind and choose the other older one given that I can see a small area of discoloration starting to grow on its surface that I will be able to remove with the aid of a knife. (448)


Without this continual overriding this intentional economy, either actively or passively, my ability to better understand the world could never arise, or, for that matter, my very ability to understand the world at all. Only through a process of ongoing epistemological refinement are we able to better represent this same world as lived. As noted, a represented sense of world that is never fully determined nor fully non-determined intentionally and where it appear it resists us just as much as we also resist it. I can imagine extending my hand and grasping one of those apples but such resistance is in habitually expected conformity with its verified, non-imagined encounter. On the other hand, in line with expectation, I must reach out to grasp an apple in order to eat it. Then, expect it to take a certain period of time to actually ingest the same. From experience, I know that an apple is hard to squeeze and that I must bite into it in order to eat the same. I also have to hand a certain number of conventional ways of appropriating that apple. I could bite it, use a knife to skin it and cut chunks to eat, put it in a frut processor or cook it; either whole or cored or cut in chunks, etc.  Our engagement with our world as lived occurs on an active-passive spectrum. I imagine eating a sweet apple but would be very disappointed if I were to find that that red apple was actually very bitter to the taste, causing me to reject it. (450)

We might imagine that the course of our intentional appropriation of a non-intentionally oriented object, say, an apple, invoking the genre of the eating of a piece of fruit, in this instance of eating an apple, involves a sequence of steps that would need to be met as if, metaphorically, a row of pre-conditional and conditional switches need to be switched on for that process of enaction to be effectively realized. So, I must know how to eat an apple, an apple needs to be present if I am going to non-virtually find myself eating a non-virtual apple, that apple needs to reasonably ripe, etc. That, it is the case that all enaction is a process that has inherent intentional indeterminacy stamped upon its conventional expression given that that ‘overall switch’ or ‘master switch’ can only be switched on when many, if not all, of these pre-conditional and conditional sub-switches are also able to be turned on, in a sequence properly sequenced in accordance with the behavioural demands of that associated genres of behaviour. Innovation may well occur within those meta-textual parameters associated with that specific genre being invoked, or, through an innovation in our possible choice of genres defined con-textually through the situatedness in question or invoked through being re-questioned. Instead of eating this same apple in my hand I might decide to gently throw it to a friend of mine in this kitchen here who I see likes the look of this apple and I well suspect would be happy to eat it instead of me. (451)

An act of innovation would need all pre-conditional ‘switches’ accessed, as a series and/or as a set/s, but, certain conditional ‘switches’, if accessed, could alter the trajectory of the ensuing process being enacted; i.e., alter the innovative nature of that ensuing response. Embedded in this metaphor is the idea of an alignment
 that must be present to that extent that the associated type of intentional act can be initiated, etc. Again, suggesting that the intentional act only ensues through a process of resolution that directs/redirects and/or re-directs that response in that type of particular direction. That the very fact that much of our behaviour is elicited on a subconscious basis, grounded in habits, that do not need to be fully supervised with a clarity of intentional focus supports this contention that both conventional and non-conventional, innovative behaviour is never fully directed through an absolute process of intentional deliberation, but, instead through a process of apparent intent, in a mix that is both conscious and subconscious, that is sufficiently able to enable the enaction of that definitive pattern that is seen to emerge from the choices seemingly so enacted by that agent (or group of agents). (452)

 
That it is enough to note that intentional direction is continually being overridden, either actively and/or passively… and that such ‘tweaking’ is the very essence behind the evolving of phenomenological, hermeneutical and/or existential inputs entering into our intentional explorations; be they operating through general, particular and/or specific levels in their organization of the corresponding treatment/s of investigations, analyses and/or examinations. That the gestalt nature of the intentional field is built on the suggestion that an analytical, reductive phenomenology needs a synthetic hermeneutically oriented exploration, that a hermeneutic synthesis needs analytical phenomenological exploration, and, existential specificity needs a mix of the former, etc., (all engaged in and through the suspended confines of an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension as explored elsewhere). That without such ongoing, continual micro-innovations, conscious awareness could not evolve and emerge beyond the merely receptive (even if it were the case that the sense of the receptive could operate without an existential, reflexive component of an associated intentional awareness in keeping with the intentional nature of that particular, essential type of reception). That, in effect, innovation is ever present in each and every intentional act and that it behooves us to foster this aspect when a more overt process of innovation seems to be called for! An understanding that is fostered through a recognition of exploration, consolidation and the ensuing act of innovation itself as explored earlier, etc. (453)

Now let me propose the institution of six commissions charged with such innovatory transformations of the political-economy (in general terms of reference, etc.
). Then, let me systematically go through our first two Manifestoes (entertained in parallel) in order to supply this micro-innovatory process of treatment where and when such treatments are to be regarded as most likely rectifying such ideological distortions. Third, let me apply this same sort of critical innovatory treatment to the conventional processes already adversely operating within the third framework of the Subliminal Manifesto and whose headings present a more covert face to these neo-liberal ideological distortions of the political-economy (as being argued for through this critical re-appreciation of the presuppositions, suppositions and post-suppositions in these manifestoes, etc., that appear to promote these neo-liberal distortions of the political-economy, etc.
). (454)


These six commissions I propose are as follows: an overarching, supervisory committee in the form of a Super-Commission for the Re-Promotion of the Democratic Way of Life which I envisage would have an oversight over the following five Commissions where each of those Commission would address either one the four quarters of these first two Manifestoes or where the final subsidiary commission would deal with more miscellaneous matters that might normally be seen to fall with the entirety of the Third Manifesto (and its provisional list of twenty subheadings
):

1.    Super-Commission for the Re-Promotion of the Democratic Way of Life, etc:

2.    Commission into Political Finances, etc.

3.    Commission into Transparency of Process and Freedom of Information, etc.

4.    Commission into Addressing and Redressing Mis-Equity, etc.

5.    Commission into Innovation, etc.

6.    Subsidiary Commission into Miscellaneous Considerations, etc.
 (455)


Now, let me apply this micro-innovatory maxim
 to various headings using this scheme as outlined above. These tentative first exploration being only an outline and provisional set of suggestions; albeit being put forward as an important set of proposals for serious political debate, etc. (456)


Broadly, let me note the following terms of reference; i.e., the innovatory brief associated with each of these Commissions. (457)


In the First Commission we can make and define a distinction between internal and external areas of problem and/or problematization. The goals of progressive democratization can be thematized and what obstacles appear to obstruct, divert or distort such aspirations, etc., be they internal to that democratic life-world in question or external to the same.
 (458)


In a Second Commission we make and define areas of concern such as unsuitable reception of donations, political and campaign finances in general, excessive forms of organized influence, concerns re corruption, etc. (459)


In a Third Commission we make and define those changes necessary to promote a more suitable degree of transparency, accountability and responsibility along with the promotion of a greater freedom of information with the suitable dissemination of information delivered both online and, effectively, in real time, etc. (460)


In a Fourth Commission we make and suitably utilize those observations that alert us to problematic policy setting be such adverse consequences; be they relatively neo-liberal in orientation or otherwise, etc., in order to address and redress various forms of mis-equity, etc. (461)


In a Fifth Commission we utilize evidence-based studies in innovation, etc., in order to note needs for such innovation, note problematic policies, propose forms of viable re-modeling, and, conduct evidence-based research to ascertain the effectiveness, etc., of such shifts in policy setting once orchestrated, etc. (462)


In a Sixth Commission we note all those miscellaneous features that might need to be addressed and, possibly, redressed (and do not fall easily within the terms of reference associated with the first five Commissions). (463)


Briefly, what is intended in this idea of the convocation of a ‘Commission’? (464)


A committee whose brief is to discharge a critical review of the topic whose terms of reference needs to be suitably outlined. A committee that is also critically charged with the cessation and reversal of adverse neo-liberal policy settings, etc., and, a deconstruction of that associated ideological paradigm and the existential re-construction of the political-economy through the lens of those terms of reference, all under the umbrella of the First Committee charged to critically review and assess the findings of all six committees. We can also see the Sixth Committee as subsidiary to the first five given that its finding should augment the deliberations of those first Five Commissions. That, again, furthermore, the First Commission should be seen as the final arbiter of all such projects and programs (enacted in order to clarify and rectify the overall prospect of our democratic life-world/s). (465)


Commissions could also be treated as occurring within a de facto Third House of Parliament to the extent that the provisional report/s of final findings be automatically presented for an introduction into the Second House or Lower House, and, if their passage is secured therein they should then be allowed to be pass to the First House or Upper House (Senate) for final legislative considerations. Other Commissions could also be commissioned to deal with a variety of pressing topics outside the brief of this First Commission (and perhaps in lieu of a Royal Commission or some other more formal form of an investigatory committee). In such Committees, policy settings associated with their topics in question should also be further explored, etc. Such topics might be Indigenous Affairs (and charged with the most expeditious closing of any Gap in overall equity per capita between the relatively Indigenous and the relatively non-Indigenous); An assessment of the effects of excessive Gambling; Re-Directions in Course of Criminal Justice; etc. (466)


Such a First Commission should be also bi-partisan/multi-partisan/non-partisan in composition, but, preferably, trans-partisan; with access to expert professional opinions found acceptable to the general totality of such a committee. Such Commissions should also be open to public submissions, and, such ensuing deliberations should be conducted transparently, accountably and responsibly. That the reports produced by such committees should be policy-centric; i.e., noting policies already in existence; either found informally through the conventions of established practice and/or formalized through textual representation, and, then critically subjecting the same to a process of considered policy transformation through their re-written re-representation, etc. (466)


‘Policies’ being seen as ‘textual representations of so-called best practice straddling a spectrum between the reality of their performance and the aspirational goals embedded both in their current reality and their to-be-anticipated ideality’. That in the critical re-writing of policies, to that extent currently in performative existence, those policies need to be first carefully represented and critically assessed in the apparent light of their current intentions, and, then, re-written in the light of critical aspirations as well as taking into account, when and where possible, an anticipation of possible consequences, mis-consequences (through imperfect performances), unintended consequences, and, those non-consequential situations where those policies are not to be invoked or are to be overruled by other policies and/or situations either known or unknown).
 (467)


Before focusing on these Commissions, one by one, let me first explore, through a vision of metaphorical-history; the treatment of historical trends as a form of metaphor or analogy, and, doing so in order to highlight contrasts in the current formations of the historical that might need to be better focused upon. (468)


Doing a history of the immediately present in the current course of events some might say is an impossible task given that some form of temporal distance is necessary in order to observe such trends over a longer period of time and, then, retrospectively. But the immediate future can be prospectively envisaged. Furthermore, the present can also be appreciated if only in very tentative or provisional terms of reference. However, I have pointed out elsewhere that a statistical analysis of cultural preoccupations, re-occurring headlines, memes, etc., can certainly point out to us current concerns at least to the extent we can currently observe that that society in question is continually and excessively questioning itself; be that directly or by proxy. If we find a politician, e.g., continually noting certain themes, over-promoting certain topics, especially those that seem to resonate politically with their constituents, then we have reason to believe that such a topic has a central role to play in any narrative dealing with the formation of this current history. Similarly, the opposite observation can also be noted, namely, the non-appearance of a certain issue or topic that one would have expected to have been raised and raised often. In this same pursuit we can also note key dates and facts that appear to head the course of current political-economic history in a different direction. That, we already have to hand a number of tools for doing this idea of being able to conduct and appreciate the current nature of historical research and its dissemination through a limited variety of historical narratives. (469)


In this same vein, I would like to outline a general, potted vision of the historical in order to proffer an informative contrast with the currently historical in order, that by doing so, then and thereafter, we should be able to come to a better understand of relatively adverse trends induced by an ongoing incremental dissemination of neo-liberally oriented policy settings; given their expected, non-critical, ideological subservience within a major, neo-liberally oriented political-economical discourse. E.g., in an opinion piece recently published in the context of a political call, once again, for broad cuts in levels of Australian taxation, in the light of the very recent ‘historic’ Trumpian wealth transfers to business and the very wealthy, this person was noted to say: 

Prosperity cannot increase in a high-tax economy. And without prosperity, the government won’t have the growth it needs to fund Labor’s big-spending schemes (the Gonski school-funding model, National Disability Insurance Scheme
). Tax cuts may not pay for deficit reduction without spending cuts. Still, the idea that lower taxes boost revenues by encouraging economic activity should be on the lips of every government member of Parliament.
 (470)


By doing this ‘metaphorical-history’ I am reminded of the work of, and criticism of Heidegger’s use of etymological derivations in a process I would call metaphorical-etymology. By doing such ‘derivations’ he is making a point – understand that point and you understand his use of that etymological analogy. In effect, you are being set up to meet a certain understanding just as metaphors are framed in order for their insight-forming points of view to be successfully comprehended in an inter-subjective arena of language comprehension. That comprehension becoming a cliché when over-iterated as a literary device.  Whether that etymology finds a great degree of consensus among professional etymologist is neither here nor there since the trope Heidegger is more invoking is metaphorical rather than historical or purely etymological; i.e., the appreciation of the historical developments in the usage of a word and its linguistically related antecedents, etc. These potted histories are set up to highlight those current features that have evolved to give a current presentation and where, ideally, it is to be argued that presentation should finds its re-presentation in a less ideologically distorted and disturbed world. (471)


I would like to briefly explore my version or vision of these metaphorical-histories, respectively, in relation to the political, the economical and the political-economical by noting a way to articulate the relatively unfashionable concept of ‘political progress’, by noting meta-economically an appreciation of ‘economic progress’, and, how the political economy appears to be making ‘political-economic progress’ when it is not being disrupted by neo-liberal ideological pressures, relatively corrupt political practices and/or the disruption of populists who believe any regulation is too much regulation, etc. (472)


By ‘progress’ is meant ‘changes that, on balance, both preserve and increase existential e/valuational formation through positively fostering, overall, existentially oriented richness and enrichment’. Of course the devil is in the detail and this assessment, in the final analysis, needs to find a consolidated form of consensus arrived at through serious debate and reflection, etc. If anything, this verified form of assessment is more arrived at when debate forms such a consensus and then moves onto something else thought more controversial or interesting or debatable, etc. (473)


The point of these metaphorical-histories is to highlight where we seem to have come from, where currently we are, and, hopefully, the better direction in which we should be re-directed. ‘Re-directed’ by those better than us, and, ‘self-re-directed’ through our insightful perception or apperception that such a direction would better foster the richness and enrichment of a republic of aspiration whose concern and care is not just for our own individual or communal advancement enacted at the expense of others. (474)


In the Stone Age let us assume, for convenience, when people on the ground were few and far between, that our political allegiances were more familial than tribal, that warfare was very infrequent and that although times could be harsh, still, we could be left with time on our hands to produce a surplus of stone implements, etc. (475)


But population increases meant there were now greater pressures on economic resources and that, as a consequence, there was more warfare as well as a shift to an agriculturally oriented economy, and, thence, quite often, to an irrigated agricultural economy. Political organization now takes on a less democratic tribal nature and, instead, takes on a hierarchical structure (whose apex would often combine both secular and religious power). (476)


Such civilizations would rise and fall and, over a lengthy period of time, a plethora of new states would arise to be absorbed, by new empires, in a kaleidoscope variation of expansion, contraction and newer forms of political absorption. Into this melting pot, nations and national identity would be born in a similar fashion. (477)


In the debris of such empires, kingdoms would form with a noticeable swelling in the power of their monarchs. But their power can only be realized through effective delegation and hence the rise also in the power of their ministers that any wise monarch would try to ensure did not eclipse their own. (478)


But, as societies got more complex, through a plethora of new vocations, means of production, modes of communication, etc., this practice of delegation had to be accelerated with the rise of both ministers and parliaments, and, their eventual coincidence under the same roof or set of rooves. More complex forms of political organization eventually imply a greater degree of ‘democratic power sharing’ albeit within those structures of power and not so much outside the boundaries of the same.
 (479)


In time, a progressive sense of the democratic moved beyond the immediate confines of the central power structures in line with the evolving advent of local government and other forms of political empowerment. Such a period might be termed as indicative of an embryonic democracy. Ostensibly, power is being shared more widely, through limited elections, even though still concentrated in a political elite more cognizant of their own political-economic interests. (480)


But, with a widening of the scope of electoral enrollments, political elites then found that they also needed to become more cognizant, at least publicly or superficially, of the overall aspirations of the constituents in those electorates (especially when those constituents were more socially organized and vocal in their collective aspirations). In this apparent maturation of the overall democratic life-world, the aspirations of a plethora of minor life-worlds could also be better discharged through the increasingly progressive empowerment and enfranchisement of those same minor life-worlds.
 Those more prominent minor life-worlds, whose differential votes would be needed to be collectively obtained in order to get a contesting member over that potentially elusive electoral line, in this process would naturally invite various forms of such electoral courting with promised inducements that had the effect of an even greater degree of political-economic enfranchisement and empowerment, etc. (481)


Unfortunately, on an increasingly dominant neo-liberal landscape, distorted by donations, politicians will appear to listen to their electorates but, instead, are more inclined to hear the needs of their wealthy donors and legislate accordingly, etc. In the midst of such an ensuing polarization (between donors on the Left and the Right), with a loss of union representation, and increasingly subjected to other forms of political-economic distortion, non-elites, i.e., predominatly the Middle Class(es), are less and less served by those elites now increasingly beholden to those who donate large amounts of money and who do so in order to further their own political-economic ends through such convenient legislation. In this ‘new’ environment where there is now a recognition of this reversal in this previous reversal of inequality, through such previous empowerment and enfranchisement of minor life-worlds, etc., the electoral spectrum now becomes more polarized and more focused of a mood of political disenchantment and economic disgruntlement. Waiting in the wings, populists are all too ready to harvest such discontentment to further their own relatively non-democratic ends. Traditional political parties, under such electoral pressures, become more fractured or de-centered and, therein and thereafter, considerably weakened and subverted by these winds of populism that will promise heaven on earth but are more likely to deliver some form of a metaphorical hell. Such an adverse advent is inevitable given that they would never be able to successfully enact most of their electoral promises in the light of their relative lack of a disciplined party organization, through promoting disruption for its own sake, having a non-reality based form of aspirational idealism, and, being prone to being manipulated by ideologues wishing to further their own ends and the ends of those who donate and finance such often ill-tempered and non-inclusive fraternities (be such donations headed to either major and/or minor parties). This ‘writing in on the wall’, but, if the electorate cannot ‘read’ then they will surely subscribe to such a fate… where, alas, history will more or less, once again repeat itself..! (482)


So, from the perspective of a relatively mature democracy, one able and capable of listening to and being more inclusive of its minor life-worlds, are we to proceed towards a world of greater inequality and greater political instability, or, re-continue on a path that proffers a more stable world of lesser inequality… in a return to a greater equality of opportunity with-others, before-others, even though this political-economic goal can never be nor should ever be the illusory promise of everyone attaining an impossible equality. Even if the day should arise when everyone were to be on the same universal basic income it is natural to think that everyone would make a different set of decisions as to how they might spend that income… and, therein and thereafter, rise or fall through the eventual consequences of those same decisions…. (483)


In the crafting of this morality tale, that we will rise or fall by the accumulative consequences of our collective decisions, these potted political histories, as an historical progression, cannot be too precise given an ever-present need for qualifications, the noting of exceptions, a recognition of complexities and misrepresentative distortions through simplification, and so on. The dialectical nature of such progressions would also imply oscillations and overlaps between these ideal types of political organization. In a similar light, we should also accept that neo-liberal tendencies are not just the province of the conservative Right but also a socialist Left, and, that not even non-democratically organized political systems are necessarily immune from the dominant and dominating political-economic influences of this type of an all-pervasive, currently entrenched major political-economic discourse. (484)


Let me be clear, we have this collective decision to contemplate – do we just blindly continue on this path of increasing income and wealth inequality; where such increasing disenchantment invites and fosters the democratic disruption of populists et al; suddenly all far too prevalent and pervasive to just ignore, or, do we re-institute and re-constitute our overall democratic life-worlds in such a manner that they rise to this challenge and successful override this threatened disruption of our social cohesion along with its destruction of valuational formation? (485)

As I have previously pointed out, only through others can we become who we are in this world before-others. To bring this fact home, would you prefer, e.g., to buy a cup of coffee for a few dollars, or, go to a hot tropical clime, in order to plant coffee beans, to then harvest and roast them some years later, to then return to this same table to drink a simple cup of coffee..?! (486 )


In my potted metaphorical economic histories, I wish to explore the very concept of the economic (and economical). In a deeper  understanding of the phenomenological nature of an economy we should find ourselves in a better position to critically appreciate the nature of the economic and its associated patterns of wealth generation; in all the various possible senses of that expression. (487)


What do I mean by my non-conventional use of the term  ‘economy’ and by the more conventional use of the expression ‘economic’. ‘A circulation of value of a certain form founded on the phenomenological basis of an intentional economy re-framed in such a way so as to focus on the form of valuation in question’. ‘Economic’ being understood ‘either as a discipline in its own right and/or as one of the three aspects that comprise the political-economy, namely, the political, economical and stylistical spheres of influence’. (488)


There is a considerable philosophical problem
 associated with the circulation of value, namely, the dialectical interaction between the spontaneous formation of value and its ability to also be circulated across a period of time despite the momentary nature of its trans-economic origins. Perceiving the latter as relatively existential (or relational) in orientation and the former as relatively non-existential in orientation. This philosophical problem becomes less problematic when we realize that the relatively existential is realized through the existential, read ‘pro-relational’, treatment of the relatively non-existential, and v.v. By ‘pro-relational’ we mean the holistic treatment of a relationship, in its essential-embeddedness,
 from the emergent perspective of the relationship per se. That these two interrelated aspects of relational experience have a distinctly different phenomenology. That we should, with the following qualification, privilege the pro-relational or relatively non-material aspect of a relationship, given the existential emergence of an apparent relationship, but, not at the expense of isolating, overlooking or separating that existential difference (or existential surplus or existential excess) from the necessary pre-existence of the relatively non-pro-relational basis or material basis of that relationship. It is from this relatively material basis that the relatively non-material, existential aspect emerges through such ongoing relational transformation which it does through some form of existential transformation (that then can be deemed relatively ‘existential’ when pro-relationally realized rather than when that relationship is non-existentially treated; i.e., when non-relationally regarded from a relatively material perspective). Experientially, the relationship is greater than the sum of its experiential parts! In the practice of sweeping, in accordance with that genres of behaviour, say, in the sweeping of the leaves fallen on a path, an intact broom is experienced as better facilitating that act of sweeping than the mere use of a broom-head. On the other hand, once a pile of leaves has been assembled, a broom-head might make for a better implement in the moving of this pile of leaves onto the surface of a shovel. When a broom is called for, the conventional use of a broom is more effective and efficient a tool than the use of the head of a non-intact broom. When a hand-broom is called for then the use of a broom-head might be just as useful; i.e., just as effective and efficient. Hence the greater, more positive pragmatic valuational formation of an intact broom when a conventional broom is being called for, etc. (489)


From a textual perspective, we can say that, in and through the intentional economy, etc., an apparent textual trace is spontaneously deposited, over the course of that process of deposition, that, as a proxy for that relationship, is then allowed to circulate with or without some apparent degree of degradation of that apparent text, be it as a text, a series and/or set/s of texts. E.g., a worker usually expects to be paid for their work. Usually, at some pre-designated point or points in time that worker is ‘spontaneously’ paid be that directly in cash or as addition to the balance in a bank account. That, thereafter, or sometimes before, as credit, that worker can then spend, in part or in whole, the money earned through the labours of their work. Money, as cash in circulation, is often lost, not circulated, lost or degraded through time. Even money in a bank account cannot be relied on to be there for all eternity. Hence this subsidiary concept of degradation of of textual information (although never its absolute loss given its conservation despite entropic decay of its collectivization of informational inputs
). (490)


Or, put more simply, to that extent that this conceptual minefield can be safely crossed, we could say that “the formation of value is spontaneous and only its deposition can be circulated”. However, we should also know that “a deposition of value can also be spontaneously re-valued”. E.g., the money earned by myself could, at a later point in time, then be used to buy both a friend and myself a meal. Hence, also, our necessary observance of this dialectical relationship between deposition and that deposited, and v.v; i.e., between the non-circulated act of deposition and any subsequent act of circulation of that once deposited, and v.v. (491)


I have also argued, on phenomenological grounds, that an economy can only operate (in three dialectical moments) between three unobtainable dialectical poles or polarities. E.g., the hypothetical emergence of the intentional field between a gestalt background (acting as an intentional process), a point of gestalt focus (on an intentional objective in that intentional process) and an appreciation of the relationship between the former (and its realization of an associated sense of intentional subjectivity).
 It has been proposed that an intentional correlativity operates between these first two moments.
 I would argue that there is a process of correlativity between all three moments (i.e., that three parallel sets of correlativity could be proposed in which a certain isomorphic invariance must operate within and between the same given their co-dependence upon the gestation of that relationship within the structural-dynamics of that same relationship). (492)


Now, in the light of this minimal demand for a tri-polar constitution of an intentionally experienced relationship it tempting to ask if a conventional economic relationship can only be formed between three or more people? But, such a thought must be immediately dismissed given that an individual can entertain their own intentional economies, in their conscious reflections, without the direct and necessary interaction of another person or persons. On the other hand, this successful objection needs to be qualified by the fact that linguistic thought is a process of cogitation that is learned through our inescapable being with-others. That the subjectivity of language is moulded through the inter-subjectivity of the meta-textual process in which meta-textual genres, conventions of behaviour and interpretation, are reused through an ongoing process re-adoption (of particular inter-subjective conventional genres) and their re-adaptation (in the light of the representative specificity of that situation in question). That although we rethink the thoughts of others in their adoption and adaptation, more correctly, we uniquely and individually re-think such thoughts without needing to immediately reference others. (493)



Given this demand for the tri-polar constitution of our intentional economies how might we translate this insight in a conventional setting? (494)


By noting a temporal past, present and future; or, by noting an ‘I’ or ‘us’ in regard to the ‘relational immediacy of others’ versus ‘the relational non-immediacy of all other others’; or, by noting causal pre-conditions, conditions and post-conditions; or, by noting positive, negative and/or neutral transitions in valuational formation; or by nominating and denominating objectivity, subjectivity and/or inter-subjectivity/trans-subjectivity; or, by conducting processes of transformational/meta-transformational treatment that are a mix of analysis, synthesis and/or a dialectical product of both analysis-and-synthesis; or by taking a gestalt approach between intentional field, focus and subjectivity; or, the threefold division of the textual process between text, meta-text/con-text and non-text,  etc., etc. (495)


However, let me illustrate some of these insights by modeling the hypothetical circulation of economic value, i.e., as deposited, albeit through a process of representative simplification. Imagine, if you would, a very simple economy where we have just one farmer, one cook, and, a facilitator who expedites the acquisition and/or making of those products and the performing of those services individually needed by the former in order to attend to their primary function of being either a farmer or a cook. The farmer supplies the food for all three parties; the cook cooks for all parties; and, the facilitator assists the former. So, if the farmer needs certain seeds then it is the job of that facilitator to supply the same. Or, if the cook needs a certain type of pot then that facilitator then arranges the delivery of that type of pot. Or, if the cook seeks the delivery of a meal cooked for that farmer to be sent to that farmer then this same facilitator would oversee the expedition of this same request, etc.  Such a simple economy – the farmer farms, the cook cooks, and, the facilitator facilitates the labours of the former when and where needed. (496)


Now, we can imagine the breaking down of this simple economy through the taking away of inter-subjective inputs through a process of an increasing simplification. If the farmer farmed and cooked their own food they might survive, but, the cook cannot cook without food, and, facilitator days are also numbered if they do not get to eat. (497)


Now, we can also imagine the breaking down of this simple economy through the over addition of inputs that produce a process characterized by a significantly increased level of complexity. Say, the farmer has a very large family, and, the cook and facilitor likewise. They can no longer all eat under the same roof. The farmer has to extend the size of their farm. The cook has trouble cooking all this food. The facilitator has to run an industry on an industrial scale in order to house everyone, supply utensils, deliver farm products, deliver meals, etc., etc. We could say that overall economic intentional aspirations are less expeditiously expedited in this simple economy through an inadequacy in both informational representation and their intentionally translated presentation. That such a system, on pragmatic grounds, ceases to operate both effectively and efficiently, etc. (498)


However, instead of this joint compact of all three parties, and their assistants, in tis double contract of both working and being fed, with the introduction of a payment for services in the form of non-bartering of products and/or services, say, money, in some form or other, we could speculate that how those individuals might go about spending that money, and how others might anticipate those patterns of expenditure, that this in time might make for an more effective and efficient market economy. Moreover, how those individuals collectively came to value such products and services that, I am sure, before too long a relative index of evaluation would be formed wherein such products and services would be priced in the face of such apparent demands and the ability of that economy to meet those apparent demands. However, given that no demand can be immediately met, since the expedition of our intentions is a process that takes time, and not all desires can be met in a similar period of time, it follows that such an economy would never be perfectly in a state of equilibrium between those demands and the satisfactory expedition of those same demands. But, at least, such a more complex economy is now able to function and function with some degree of sufficient expeditiousness… given this flow of information taking place through the use of such currency. (499)


In the coursing of our first economy, the imperative was that a certain number of meals be prepared and eaten each day by those three individuals committed to working together in order to see the successful discharge of this agreed upon objective. (500)


In the coursing of that more complex economy, individual imperatives were expedited when the price agreed upon was met through the promised discharge of that contractual agreement by the parties concerned. (501)


Given that payment might be best postponed until contractual obligations can be fully discharged it would follow that credit, in various forms, would inevitably enter into such a system of exchange (and that natural delays in the exchange of barter would also open this same door for the extension of simple forms of credit
). This delay, when present in a process of exchange, implies that the parties entertain an obligation to honour their contracts. The farmer sends food to the cook. The cook cooks that food and has meals for the farmer to eat. An intention can be thought of and thought through in the flash of an eye, but, the intentional nature of non-virtual enaction of an intention that is obtainable is such that that intention cannot be realized, non-virtually, in an instant or moment of time, but, only over a period of time. Now, in a contractual relationship where the non-intentional element of that overall act of reciprocity cannot be discharged over the same period through a simultaneous act of exchange then the recognition of if this obligational asymmetry implies that the relationship cannot be written merely through a juxtaposition and exchange of its material elements involved in that contracted process of exchange. In other words, our relationships must operate on a number of relevant dimensions hence their close phenomenological descriptions, etc.,
 must involve a noting of the subjectivity to be engaged; elements to be exchanged; obligations; propensity for that type of relationship to be reiterated; a certain sharing of information and expectations; an appreciation of whether those obligations were met in full or only in part, etc. (502)


The introduction into such an economy of some form of representative e/valuation, say money, would be experienced as a form of an improvement given its simplification of records, etc. Also, being an improvement as to how that relationship operates given its ability to render the course of our economic engagements in our ensuing relationships more effectively and efficiently. Such value formation can also be saved in a suspension of consumption, etc., and, thereby, increasing the possible opportunities that that person could chose from when they eventually decide to convert such representative or symbolic value into something more tangible. Moving in this direction, beyond the mutual creation and acceptance of mere credit, the complexities of a world of investment now opens up before us… (503)


Of course, our economic vision of the world, as modeled, needs to expand in order to encompass a full array of production. In some sense our ‘facilitator’ might be judged the real connection to the outside world since just as no facilitator can produce a cup of coffee in one day; if they needed to grow that coffee in another clime, have it harvested, roasted and then shipped to a more local venue; that it then follows for all other forms of manufacture as well as all forms of primary production be it farming or mining, that here there is also a nee for a greater degree of stock to be on hand and ready for immediate purchasing, etc. Only through paying for the costs incurred in the possession of an actual inventory can these aspirational choices be better maintained over the longer term. (504)


Then, what has been done for the manufacturing of products can also be extended to the overall field of services. Such economic expansion appears to both preserve valuational formation (through inventory) but also proffer a market with a greater degree of commercial depth. More need than ever is now required to calculate how the exchange between these different types of disciplinary fields can be effectively co-opted and suitably traded. (505)


In this hypothetical progression and evolution from a minimal subsistence economy to a more complex second subsistence economy; with its emphasis on currency and production, and then on to an economy that also has broadened that market through the addition of services. In regard to our first economy, we might say that only the cook cooked, but, in a third stage economy, with the broadening of services, the faithful cook, themselves, can now eat elsewhere. In a fourth stage, we can now add an informational element along with a virtual dimension of the Internet. For convenience we can call these four economies, respectively, a bartering economy, a productive economy, a service economy, and, an informational economy. The hypothetical transition to each new economy, no doubt, also causing hypothetical problems and a theoretical need to proffer such resolutions through the innovative adoption and adaptation of genres already found to hand which might be able to be transformed in such a way so as to expedite a resolution of such hypothetical difficulties. E.g., if something is bought online, how might it be paid for? Through an extension of banking to take in Internet banking, or, the possession of an electronic purse, or, an arrangement that oversees the swapping of credits equal in value to purchases by one party in a system of back to back cancellations of some form of non-nominal or nominal currency, etc. (506)


With increasing complexity an economy takes on a multi-dimensional complexity. Over time, economies can become more complex, and, even in times of considerable de-regulation it is more than likely that such complexity has been engendered as a result of such de-regulatory trends and the consequences unleashed by such re-writing of the conventional rules of that market place. In turn, innovations themselves can test these desires for simplicity by re-writing the rules as to how current economic regulations can be bypassed, obstructed, or just found not to apply. E.g., at some time in the past, certain governments decided to fund their television broadcasting by having people with a television set pay a license fee. You might have been fined for operating a television without a current license. To detect people illegally operating their televisions they had a fleet of monitoring vans that were sent out to locate such unlicensed usage and fine those miscreants accordingly. But, today, using the Internet, we can view both local and overseas televisions programs on a computer or mobile phone without the use of a television set. Given these changes to the electronic landscape, calls for the re-introduction of such a license would be met with bewilderment if not merriment. Of course, the easiest and more sensible way to fund a national television service would be to just have taxpayers pay for it without this need to go to the considerable expense involved in the issuing of licenses along with their monitoring and enforcement, etc. (507)


The additional of an informational dimension to the economic market place now overlays a whole new dimension on the top of a twentieth century style economy. Some traditional elements of the old economy have disappeared, are disappearing or will disappear completely. We no longer have telegrams. Telephone books are a near useless waste of space. As for encyclopedias, once an expensive status symbol for many aspiring family, once found in the very best homes… are now left in the rain on the sides of streets… perhaps lamented, but, certainly, not rescued. With a loss of old technologies and the reinvention of new ones we also find that an informational economy is also often duplicated between, say, a non-virtual world and a virtual world. Banks may no long want our signatures, still, they seem to persist with paper records in a duplication of the virtual dimension in banking, or, is it the other way around? Electronic records mirroring a continuing world of non-electronically based records? (508)


With the advent of this virtual world (albeit with a current duplication in the non-virtual world, and, hopefully, with backed-up duplication of the virtual) where are we headed? (509)


In answering this last question, even if meant in a rhetorical sense, let me speculate where economic evolution might be heading? (510)


For a start we need to understand both the nature and ramifications of the economic in both its philosophical and economic senses.
 That in an economy we get the uni-directional ‘emissions’ of economic surpluses, the reciprocated reciprocity of relationships, and, the minimal tri-polar constitution of economies; be they non-virtual and/or virtual in orientation. A relationship occurs in a process of interactive interaction through encountering, recognition and engagement. Encountering is phenomenologically direct, recognition is hermeneutically mediated, and, engagement is a transcendent product of the former in its non-systematic existential specificity. That a dynamic balance between the same institutes an ongoing overall, transcendental suspension (also known as an overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension) (and is also instrumental in presenting a semblance of the systematic existential as a reflection of the authenticity such reflection are engaged and/or co-engaged). That enaction is observed through the suspensions of the same, whilst a reflexive aspect of appreciation is realized, hypothetically, through a suspension of this suspension of the suspension. Recognition entails an acknowledgment that there is an alignment between the characteristics imputed and the associated functionality to be imputed in such imputation, thence this core of transformational isomorphism. I.e., the imputation of such textual features, etc., implies a necessary degree of an alignment between the textual, meta-textual and the non-textual aspect of textual experience (as explored elsewhere) (as well as a necessary degree of non-non-alignment between these same textual features and aspects)… (511) 


But, given the previous paragraph is very technical, let me render a more succinct version of the same. The value of a relationship resides in its semblance of an existential surplus, the value of such value, as to its positivity, negativity and/or neutrality, being determined through a pro-relational appreciation of that relationship on both an essential level, within its own terms of reference, and/or, as to how it is embedded in this world as we find ourselves living with-others, before-others. So, the value (i.e., valuational formation) of a relationship is to be found in and through a comparative appreciation of this surplus of value. Moreover, a relationship also needs to be reciprocated since no relationship can be entertained in mere one-way terms of engagement. Last, the existential tenor of a relationship is dependent upon our ability to entertain that relationship in and through an ongoing overall transcendental suspension whose suspension will then let us enact those possibilities that, hopefully, deliver greater degrees of positive e/valuation, etc. That, throughout the critical courses of our researches, the imputation of intentional objectives should find the meeting of an alignment with both our expectations and our non-non-expectations, etc.
 (512)


Rendered in a more simple fashion, we should find value only through relationships; that all relationships involve reciprocity, and, that truthfulness is discerned through an appreciation of the manner of the apparent alignments found to hand! (513)


Putting these potentially controversial philosophical notions to the side,
 we need to observe the complexity associated with economic phenomena, namely, that the apparent simplicity of economic interactions occur in the complexity of a marketplace; that marketplaces involve the reciprocity of products, services, information, and, thence patterns of exchange, obligations, processes, symbolic or representative forms of value, credit, investment, profit, transformations of value, degrees of economic satisfaction, degrees of existential authenticity or inauthenticity, and so on. (514)


I would also like to state that economic marketplaces are becoming more complex. One aspect of such complexity is innovation. That innovations are always arrived at through transformative processes of micro-re-direction in the re-adoption and re-adaptation of conventional genres of behaviour and interpretation. That such shifts in ensuing re-direction may or may not produce a surplus of value out of proportion to the quantum or quanta of input/s invested in that act of investment, and, that such ensuing consequences will, effectively, be either positive, negative and/or neutral, etc; given the chaotic implications of innovative re-direction; be they in an alignment or a non-alignment with the thematization of both our prior aspirations and expectations. (513)


In speculating on the future course of innovative complexification of the overall economy, as situated political-economically, let me suggest the following provisional directions such complexity might take? Such relatively novel concepts being brought forward as talking points in discussions dealing with the changing nature and role of work, the future meeting of needs through digital forms of mixing and matching. In this regard let me proffer ten topics (the first two having already been introduced). However, more importantly, we should note how these fields of innovation will find an even greater, overall impact through their integrated expression in the political-economy! Let me list them:

1.   U.A.I.

Universal Aspirational Interconnector

2.   U.B.I.

Universal Basic Income

3.   U.C.I.

Universal Communicative Interface

4.   U.D.I.

Universal Denominative Identifier

5.   U.E.I.

Universal Evaluative Index

6.   U.F.I.

Universal Financial Integrator

7.   U.G.I.

Universal Governmental Input(ter)

8.   U.H.I.

Universal Health Instructor

9.   U.I.I.

Universal Insurance Intake(r) 

10. U.J.I.

Universal Jurisprudence Interrogator (514)


Admittedly, this exercise in mnemonic creativity might seem contrived, but, let this scaffolding reveal the likely conclusion or collective end where current trends seem to be evolving towards. I am hoping my reader will understand what is being outlined at which point the reader themselves can decide whether such innovations are possible, likely, useful, or, perhaps, even a threat to civil society and/or the ongoing, progressive enrichment of an overall democratic life-world? (515)

I have already introduced a UAI (U.A.I.) and in many ways, we have such an embryonic facility already to hand through the use of the Internet and search engines like Google or Bing, etc. But, imagine if a Super-Internet were to come into existence that linked all search engines, meta-search engines, data-banks, the so-called Internet of Things, applications; be they for the mobile or cellphone or otherwise, etc.
 Often, in a certain area of human concern, we find multiple apps competing for ‘customers’ where each of those apps have pluses and minuses, but, through non-resolved competition, in effect, merely divide up that niche market and render those apps individually less able to succeed in their particular mission of resolving that classical problem of an exhaustive ‘mixing and matching of information’. Then, also, I have already introduced why the innovation of a Basic Income should be seriously addressed and how such a practice might eventually evolve into a Universal Basic Income. After ‘A’ comes ‘B’, so after ‘B’ comes ‘C’, and, so on. Let me now introduce these eight new innovative paradigms as listed above. (515)


Innovations, I have argued, occur through the realization of a number of minor steps in the relatively non-conventional re-direction of conventional forms of genre and con-textual redirection. Such innovation, therefore, involves either the addition or subtraction of one step in a conventional set of meta-textually formulated sequences, or, the accumulated consequences of a continual series and/or parallel set and/or set/s of such sequences, through addition and/or subtraction, that intentionally re-direct the course of an enacted response. As noted, such consequences might be intended, mis-intended, unintended and/or not intended (the latter happening through coincidental happenstance). Moreover, the point of purposeful innovation is to arrive at a positive or beneficial set of consequences whose investment dividend is greater than the investment input. Normally, we would sweep a courtyard covered in Autumn leaves with a broom and not the head of a broom or through the use of a proverbial toothbrush (where that latter ‘innovation’ in militaristic practice is designed to reinforce military discipline and compliance, etc.). The following innovations are suggested as possible forms of innovation that we will have to confront, and, in political-economic terms of reference, etc., either accept, hopefully, through finding politically acceptable forms of modification or reject through politically instituted forms of prohibition, etc. However, either way, such anticipated innovations needs to be seriously debated and the creation of a social awareness needs to be pre-prepared for the luxury of this debate lest the pace of such innovation accelerate and thrust us more quickly into the necessity of a more immediate set of reflections. Such trends in this innovative ‘mixing and matching of information’ are already with us and hence the following considerations need to be engaged in the here and now of political life (and which our Commission, soon to be detailed, would supply a more formal platform in this regard
). (516)


A UCI is Universal Communicative Interface, i.e., the institution of the means for a universal form of communication that can take place between all individuals across all nations, states and local councils and that such a universal platform would support all forms of electronic communication from telephone to television, from e-books to e-banking, etc., and, moreover, be seen as a human right that should never be absolutely circumscribed.
 (517)


The ramifications of such world-wide interconnection, along with other innovations, will be near immeasurably vast. Some of those ramifications are already with us, some we can see coming and others will come upon us in ways we can barely imagine.
 In part, this specific innovation is already with us… and, soon, at a cost all could afford if not already supported through governmental subsidies or similar. (518)


A UDI is a Universal Denominative Identifier. It is an electronic, Internet connected form of specific identifier that is uniquely the property of that person or non-person being identified. Applied first to living individuals it could also then be extended to dead individuals; organizations; robots; events, court cases, newspaper and their articles; products, services, forms of informational aggregation; countries; ships, cars, planes; galaxies, stars, planets, planetoids, satellites both natural and manufactured, etc., etc. It uniquely identifies and/or supplies an existential description and history of that being identified. The richness of that existential denomination would need to be decided in terms of particular item-types, W.r.t., individuals that might include exact time of birth, location of birth, GPS tracking, financial accounts (major and, perhaps, minor in scale), school qualifications, professional qualifications, immunological history, medical history, a complete DNA and epi-genetic readout, various affiliations, political enrollments, general and/or specific voting records, and, how that person might wish to identify themselves before others… in terms of interests, religious affiliations, organizations belonged to, qualifications and skills aspired after, etc, etc.). Needless to say, such a record, and its recording would need to be seriously debated. We would also need to clearly envisage how privacy settings can be set and those settings enforced. That, such privacy-protected information should also meta-record all forms of access exercised and the nature and scope of the information actually accessed. (519)


Shock, horror… how could we contemplate this thorough, Orwellian tracing out the very course of our supposedly private lives, our confidential interactions with businesses, our postings on social media, and so on? Well, to a considerable extent we are already having that done to us as we course through the various specificities of our existences! The Internet, governments, social media, etc., are already tracking us and recording our unwitting inputs which if aggregated and integrated, would considerably contributing not only identifying us but also describing in minute detail much of our non-virtually enacted and virtually enacted histories. What is being argued as innovative, in this instance, is more the careful and formal integration of this approach. Every page on the Internet is already uniquely identified and such a proposal could well be but an extension of this approach? But, such personal data should be better protected, privacy settings should be in our control, we should be able to review who can and does review such information and how it was accessed (i.e., in general terms of reference only, in particular and broad detail, and/or, or through some form of close specific reading, etc.), and, such information should belong to us and our estate. (320)


Such information could be stored within a relatively unhackable, cryptologically encoded format and block-chained, etc; complete with privacy settings and full unhindered access to ourselves only whilst all other forms of access should be notated in a meta-log noting that such access was undertaken and in what form such access was obtained. E.g., I could envisage an error-detection (and error-correcting) mechanism that those people (automatically) enrolled for a certain election should have their records accessed in particular but non-specific terms of reference in order to determine if they voted in that election in order to cross-check if the tallied number of votes seemingly tabled matches this roundabout way of checking the apparent number of voters who apparently voted in this specific election. So, the apparent voting results are tabled and cross-checked with such backdoor access without infringing on the privacy of the voters themselves, but, ensuring in the process that the voting record, essentially, is an accurate one (to the extent that the number of those who voted could be critically assessed as correct). Such error detection could also include random block sampling in order to avoid any form of illegal retabulation of the vote that would make it look like that apparent result was correct. So, the upfront, overt tally might find nine thousand voters voted out of a field of ten thousand and the covert results, from the particular, anonymous interrogation of the unique existential histories of these potential voters also added up to also coincide exactly with the nine thousand votes apparently cast. However, that, alone, would not tell us if the way we think they voted is correctly tabulated in its final overall count. But, as noted, sampling could be done a number of times to see, within the statistical margins of error, that no voting irregularities were to be observed between such samplings and the overall tabulation of that vote.
 (521)


Such an integrated, universal format for identification would need to be seriously debated, yet, such a series of similar identifiers is already in existence. Better, I suspect, to formally institute such a practice with all the necessarily associated safeguards also put in place. One of the questions that would need to be explored would be to what degree different categories should be invested with detail. E.g., GPS readings conducted on our mobiles or cellphones being noted daily, every hour, every few minutes? Then, to what extent should such records be essentialized for later storage, or, indeed, slated for a more complete form of destruction (say, after the death of the individual in question. Or, when the due by date of a product represented in this fashion has expired?). Indeed, a veritable can of worms, but, one that needs to be soon untangled if not actually engaged with right now?! (522)


With an indirect form of access, it might be possible for identification to be achieved in the asking of a certain security question without directly being seen to give the correct answer. E.g., we could be asked where were we born and where we might like to live. We could type our two answers in in such a manner that like a password they cannot be read by the questioner who then through indirect access for this purpose only then finds out whether our unique identifier actually agrees with those two answers. If agreement is found then those seeking such identification would find a greater level of confidence in this regard (although at no stage am I presenting a process for absolute identificational verification, still, such agreements would practically give us such an identity (to that extent no form of fraud was being perpetuated in that instance
).  (523)


The next area of innovation I will now look at is a UEI, a Universal Evaluative Index. Everything can be given a price and sold, however that price could be positive, zero or negative in scope. E.g., if you were to inherited a cubic meter of books that it seems obvious to you no one is likely to buy then you might have to pay someone to take them away and dispose of them, perhaps by dumping or by pulping. Under such circumstances those books, from your perspective, would then be seen to have a negative price. By ‘index’ is meant the posting of a price be that positive, zero or negative, that others may or may not accept as the starting place for a process of bargaining, or, at least as an expression of interest. In posting tentative price points on this Index for similar items of a similar standard in quality in a similar locality we would get a provisional mapping of the range of prices should such passive points be converted to active entry price points or at least the starting place for a process of bargaining if both parties were to mutually agree to compromise in that manner. Now, if I were to post a passive sell price, say twenty dollars, for my cubic meter of most likely unwanted books I might find a certain range of passive reply points, say, from a pulper of books who wants them for ten dollars, and, a cartage firm who is happy to dump the same for a negative price of ten dollars. I might then go active on this Index exchange and actively drop my price to twelve dollars meaning that should some buyer actively accept my active price point of twelve dollars those books would then be automatically sold. But, say, this pulper of books makes an active offer at eleven dollars and I accept that active buying point then I must accept that those books to have now been successfully sold for eleven dollars. So, in essence, on this Universal Evaluative Index, this exchange for pricing, etc., sales would proceed immediately through the immediate acceptance of actively posted price points, or, tentatively through passive pricing, and, thence, perhaps, non-virtually through the success of an active auction.
 Such an exchange would also suggest a possible range in pricing from noting previous prices; be they passively posted, actively posted and/or successfully transacted. Now, given such a universal application what need would we have for auction houses regardless of whether they operated non-virtually or virtually through the Internet (either in conjunction or not in conjunction with this universal application?)? On the other hand, governments of the countries involved in this process of buying and/or selling, on the part of the locations of the buyer and seller, could be expected to collect a very small fee (much like a Tobin tax) which could be added to general governmental revenues. (524)



Having and suppling a Universal Denominative Identifier would also anchor all transactions between the relevant parties on a firm footing. A basis further assisted by my next innovative universal application, namely, a Universal Financial Integrator. Linking to a Universal Aspirational Interconnector should also facilitate this process of transactive interconnection. (525)


A UFI, a Universal Financial Integrator, is a site where all forms of banking can be arranged either with an independent commercial bank or between such banks, or, within the site itself. Given that all transaction can be neutrally exercised, back to back, then it should be possible to finesse the same outside the commercial banking arena per se but subject to a tax much along the lines of a Tobin tax, i.e., through the deduction of a very small fraction of the transaction and where this fee goes either to the countries of the transactors or the country/s in which it officially occurs within or between. Recorded here can be all financial records, all taxation records, a record of all revenues and expenditures and the quantum of credit available from a commercial bank or some other financial equivalent. Obviously, such records would be assisted through having a dependable, unique and easily accessible individual identifier. (526)


A UGI is a Universal Governmental Input or Inputter. Here can be accessed all governmental services including facilities for the casting of votes; be such constituents currently within their electorates or anywhere else around the world. Voting being founded on an automatic registration dependent upon residency and/or other criteria, access to a unique identifier(UDI) and an ability for an elector to cast their vote regardless of whether they are in that electorate or not at the official time of that election in question. Also, voter would have full access to the policies of candidates and/or parties as well electoral results a short moment after those elections officially finish. This universal application could also be partially or fully linked to other governmental sites in order to transact inter-national forms of political interaction like international pensions, passports, visa applications, residency, migration, etc. (527)


A Universal Health Instructor (UHI) would be a universal application that is both actively instructive in basic medical advice and passively inscriptive of medical records, reports, recommendations, monitoring of medications, etc. At home, in a hospital, clinic or doctor’s surgery medical data could be regularly or continually entered into this UHI as uniquely located through a UDI. Practical medical advice could also be arranged through a UAI. From data provided, an assessment of relative physiological age could be provided that would inform the patient in question as to whether this computation of physiological age noted that they were younger, the same age, or, older than their chronological age. Coupled with expert systems and the notifications of certain illness, an understanding of medical history and the genetic profile, along with the noticing of relevant physiological changes from previous checkups, input, etc., such a system should also be able to give its ‘patients’ a general level of advice along with some measure as to how urgent such advice should be regarded. (528)


A Universal Insurance Intaker (UII) is the automatic enrollment of a suitable level of basic insurance in those fields relevant for the person accepting such miscellaneous forms of cover; be that from general health cover to house insurance, etc. It could be paid for from governmental revenues. This service of supplying a health insurance is better conducted in-house and run in conjunction with public hospitals. The option for an additional private health insurance being made available for those who feel they need to take extra cover, but, again, a small Tobin like tax could be applied in order to help pay for this publicly operated service (in lieu of a consumption tax?). (529)


Our final universal application being a Universal Jurisprudence Interrogator. The expression ‘interrogator’ meaning a thorough interrogation of law, legislation, precedents, opinions, philosophical principles of basic jurisprudence, etc., etc. Linked with a UAI, this application as an expert system coupled with AI, etc., should be able to determine which laws, etc., are relevant once the specific and relevant outlines of a certain potential case are presented or are further supplied upon request made by this same universal application. Given that legal firms are already using such systems, albeit without greater levels of universalization, a potential litigant or defendant could request an interrogation of the parameters of the case in question in order for such a system to determine if such a case could be successfully made in court, possible outcomes, etc. The universal nature of this application should also include the same types of inputs from other national or legal jurisdictions, etc., and, if and how trans-national cases could or should be expedited in a local and/or a non-local jurisdiction, etc. As suggested, coupled with AI, a ‘client’ should be able to enquire from this Interrogator as the relative merits of a certain case being put forward without first having to seek the expert opinion from a lawyer who, these days, may well be depending on just this type of an expert legal system run along similar lines. Such a system should also be able to parse legislation, e.g., in order to determine how semantically integrated and self-consistent it was found to be, and, how coherent it would be given other associated areas of legislation already legislated if that new piece of legislation were to be enacted as it stood, etc. (530)


I have argued that the innovative nature of such universal applications, as recounted above, are conceivable, are somewhat already in place, and, naturally invite the extrapolation of such current trends that seem to indicate we should anticipate this type of end will need to be negotiated, directly and/or indirectly, within the confines of a certain political-economy, and, thence, to our complex negotiations with other political-economies if not all other political-economies. Witness the so-called free trade agreements that have already been negotiated or are still being negotiated.
 That such applicative transformations are already taking place and need to be debated now. That it would be better to formally incorporate the same, with all due safe guards lest, as a fait accompli, we just have to accept their incorporation on their now self-imposed terms of reference (just as current innovations, e.g., like Uber and platforms for temporary rental accommodation like Airbnb, e.g., have, to some extent, been impossible to universally circumvent even if locally proscribed on what may well prove to be only a temporary stop gap basis; given demands from locals and non-locals for such a wider range of choice to be instituted and not proscribed).
 Obviously, a more ordered approach to such innovative patterns of change is better called rather than being merely imposed or temporarily proscribed. Effective negotiations here could well insure a wider range of choice in such fields, but, also coupled with a reasonable preservation of working conditions already achieved in that field prior to such innovative transformations. In this regard, giving workers in a similar field of endeavor easy access to a union and/or an equivalent independent governmental union may well be one option to successful resolve such issues that would arise in these innovative periods of disruptive transformation? (531)


I have briefly outlined, more on an implicit level, a metaphorical history of the economic world and its implied archetypal evolution from bartering… to producing products for sale… to the offering of services… to the advent of an informational era… and, thence, to its innovative informational integration anticipated in my exposition of these universal applications and their effectively predicated integrated interconnection. In the course of these various revolutions the nature of work has changed… and, without a doubt, is in the midst of changing once more as I list once again the more visible causes of concern that focus such societal disquiet, e.g., robots, driverless-vehicles, additive printing, AI and expert systems, the Internet of Things, non-traditional Social Media, and so on… (532)

Obviously, such anticipated disruption needs to be seriously addressed… and a general failure of political leadership, in this regard, is the more prominent through its very absence in being seen to at least start to confront and redress such well-founded anxieties. Often, it appears, our politicians in many democratic countries around the globe are more interested in scoring mindless political points or slogan hunting or socializing with donors and listening to their neo-liberal legislative agenda..? (533)


If we can but perceive a fraction of the inevitable disruption in the train of such universal applications, e.g., etc., as just sketched, as we move into this Contemporary era of an interconnected and integrated informational economy, then let us at least accept that even though innovation is inescapable, still, mounting a credible and responsible engagement, as an authentic response, should be seriously entered into at the highest political levels possible in order to better negotiate the ramifications unleased in the wake of such innovations. In this regard, I have proposed the Six Commissions already announced that will soon be more closely examined. First, however, let examine the bureaucratic nature of the political-economy through a nine-fold grid that I believe should help us to better navigate the archetypal or characteristic complexities that seem to bedevil our critical appreciation of this political-economic ‘force’ at the center of an overall democratic life-world. Without such an intuitive map, the ensuing negotiations of the less perceptive will forever find themselves bumping into bureaucratic walls for reasons they will not be able to clearly fathom. A condition, I might add, that can apply equally to both the relatively powerless in society and the powerful who try to run amok within the confinement of its institutional corridors… (534)


Like all modes of representation, a map can never absolutely depict the terrain within its apparent embrace. However, armed with an understanding of the limitations of that map it should be able to act as an aid in helping us to navigate that same landscape. In this regard, no one mistakes the map as the landscape in question, and, neither do we mistake the landscape as just a map. Using this map properly, we are then in a better position to navigate this landscape more effectively. But, in this actual act of navigation we also find we will also need to negotiate, from time to time, with the people we meet in the course of this act of exploration. In this regard, that map would have little to offer us. Instead, we might read a guide book that informs of us about local customs, local conventions that are best not infringed upon, etc. In coming to understand the relatively inherent structures of the political-economy we would be better prepared through the reading of a suitable ‘guide book’ rather than trying to read a ‘map’ of the more visible terrain. In this regard, we are more interested in the mindscape rather than the landscape to be found associated with a political-economies in general given that such an understanding need not have direct recourse to a specific political-economy in order to appreciate such contours. Of course, rendering the general or particular through the lens of a specific example is a very good way to better illustrate this iterated particularity whose generality is now about to be outlined. (535)


In my Second Critique I introduced the idea that the political economy, being divided between the theoretic sphere of the political, the practical sphere of the economic, and, the critical sphere of the stylistic could have each of these spheres divided along the same lines of the theoretical, practical and critical. I then examined these nine ‘compartments’ or types of ‘institutions’ and titled their officials as arranged in the following diagrammatically presented scheme. We should note that these nine types of officials, as outlined by myself, are not exhaustive of other officials and sub-officials that could also be found within the confines of this following scheme:
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I also proposed a general rule that in this matrix (3 x 3) officials on any horizontal axis, within professional reason, can talk openly with each other, but, vertically and/or diagonally, some degree of professional separation or insulation needs to be suitably observed. So, e.g., a professional barrier should be in place between politicians and civil servants (charged with, among other things, the economic implementation of policies. That in this latter regard, civil servants can openly communicate professionally with executives and managers, although, that would be professionally wrong for politicians to directly do so
). Similarly, it would unprofessional if politicians were to directly interfere in a critical oversight committee or commission (even if it were to comprise politicians including themselves, and where various forms of recusal, e.g., etc., might also have to be noted if necessary). Not that it is impossible for a single person to perform different official roles within this matrix (but it can make life a bit more difficult doing so
). To the uninitiated, whether with non-corrupt or corrupt motivation, this often implicit or tacit sense of separation may not be evident to those who do not work within such institutions… and not see that such semi-permeable barriers do exist. On the other hand, professional working within such disciplines are probably well are of such demarcations without having to necessarily think about the same. As an observation we could say that defining such professional modes of interaction is an institutional work in progress and not necessarily overly self-evident or something we read on a notice attached to the wall. (536)


This matrix, 3 x 3, might be better though of a ‘Y’ shape place at the center of a circle. So, politicians can talk directly to economist, and v.v., and, economists can talk directly with (cultural) critics (who may or may not be philosophically oriented), and v.v., and, such critics can talk directly to politicians, and v.v. Civil servants, e.g., need to directly liaise with executives (defined as those who redirect the normal running of a business on a day by day basis) and managers (defined by myself as those who need to re-direct their business on a long-term basis) and, managers need to liaise with their executives (as defined), and v.v.. Such direct interactions, however, still needs to be done on a professional basis. Or, e.g., a government running an oversight committee or commission might want to deal with an accountant, a firm of accountants or the work done by an accountant, etc., or, discuss with compliance officers what they have found in matters of non-compliance, etc., and v.v. On the other hand, e.g., accountants should not interfere in the running of a company other than to state the obvious that should be self-evident in the accounts they sign off on. Perhaps to point out to the Chief Executive, in charge of the day to day management of that company, and/or, the Chief Manager (often referred to here as a CEO) that say more funds need to be put aside for purposes of taxation, or, the company could have gone insolvent for a few days in a certain recent month, or, the company appears to be doing really well are its restructuring, etc., etc. (537)


Someday, all these stated or unstated modes of direct interaction versus modes of mediated interaction will be more systematically spelt out.
 In the meantime, I believe this map to be useful even if it were to be treated as provisional, as the starting place for such explorations? Suffice to say, in accepting it has a certain degree of representative validity, it also can be seen as presenting the current endpoint in such inter-professional negotiations. I.e., the apparent or revealed current state of play in a metaphorical-history that outlines or encapsulates these imputed trends that both have arisen and will continue on into the future (with the expectation of a greater clarification of this trajectory over time). Moreover, that the essential nature of this course of evolution associated with this overall discipline of political-economics, as currently practiced by this array of professionals, should reveal itself in both general and particular terms of reference, although, at the same time, must differ on the specific modes of interaction being observed in different countries and systems in different period of time. That these conventions observed by these professionals, within the confines of their unique political-economies, in general, particular and specific terms of reference, should not be confused with the disciplines that purely focus on politics, or, the overall economics of the business world of in its pursuit of commercial objectives, and/or, their mere interactions with each other and among themselves through the prism of these relative sub-disciplines. At the same times, these sub-disciplines, with suitable qualifications can be incorporated within the confines of a super-discipline of a political economy as long shifts in these disciplinary frame/s of reference are critically taken into account (through noting transformational shifts arising in their translation from one level or frame of discourse to some other level or frame whilst also taking into account when these translated representations are taking place in such represented time
). (538)


With these various metaphorical-histories to hand, let us note how such institutions change and can become beholden to a variety of ideologies along with their de-centered and de-centering nature of their major discourses. That all economies are best able to perform, to that extent possible, about an objective center rather than the current reality of their real center.
 That an existential, pro-relational attitude should re-direct such overall practices towards this objective sense of a center along the automatic overseeing of a progressive re-enrichment in the collective nature of the valuational formations being entertained therein. That, ideally, the rectifications proposed through the following Six Commissions should assist in this process of de-ideological enrichment as well as opening up a more inclusive participation of its citizens within such less extreme political-economies! That the virtue of a less inequitable society is its own virtuous reward given that the political reflection of such an economy finds itself reflected back upon itself in the form of a more stable democratic life-world along with the greater benefits to be entailed therein through the ensuing dynamism of such a progressively self-enriched stability. (539)


Let me now work my way through these six Commissions and proffer a series of conventional and innovative suggestions as tentative possibilities in the rectification of the democratic prospect through the cessation and reversal of relatively negative, neo-liberal influences, etc., and the promotion, through deconstruction and reconstruction, of a pro-relational and pro-existential environment, etc.
 To some extent, we can view the ‘cessation and reversal…’ as more applying to the utilization of conventional processes enacted through a relatively conventional process of reform. Although such reforms can be seen to be ‘innovative’ through a resetting of that conventional environment, in contrast, ‘deconstruction and re-construction…’ will take a relatively more radical approach (through de-legitimizing that neo-liberal condition and successfully proposing a new alternative major discourse that, hopefully, is less ideologically driven than the current hegemony of the general neo-liberal discourse
). I am also being hopeful that the consequences in the wake of a pro-neo-liberal environment, such populism, a fracturing of the democratic life-world, etc., will also be reversed and therein and thereafter, permit a recontinuation of a progressive existentially oriented re-construction of the democratic prospect.   (540)


A Commission is a formal committee set up to closely explore its terms of reference in order to expedite well-formed insights into the nature of that topic and as well as to promote the enaction of viable, existentially oriented patterns of suitably responsive and responsible oversight/s. As suggested it can form, with other commissions, an informal Third House but whose main powers are advisory with the main qualification that it can head legislative proposals to the Lower Second House or Upper First House for due consideration? A Commission is also a committee with a procedural constitution whose deliberations in that committee, or in sub-committees, are always open to the public (unless very good reasons can be argued otherwise). Proceeding should begin with an exploratory committee or sub-committee that then outline how its terms of reference, as a type of road map, are generally going to be approached. In sub-committees, people charged with directly and indirectly doing research can do so through various forms of consultation with experts and/or the public. Progress in such research should be tabled, and, the final report of that Commission should be published online in real-time; within a few hours of its final reading. A bi-partisan/non-partisan body of representatives, from that Commission, should then be charged with a dissemination of that report both with politicians and the public. (541)


The First Commission could be thought of as the cultivation of a very sensitive plant; i.e., through the right weeding and the right watering of that plant assuming that it already has the right nutrients for growth, etc. So, let us assume that we desire the successive re-flowering of that plant, say, an African Violet this would imply the plant is in the right sort of soil in a type of situatedness that that plant would normally thrive under, and, then both the removal of those factors that would disrupt its growth and the introduction of those factors that would promote its growth, etc. So, in the light of this analogy, for the successful cultivation of a democratic life-world, we need the right pre-conditions, the removal of negative conditions, the promotion of positive conditions, and, the realization of our post-conditions of a thriving democratically constituted cultural mindscape that is pro-relational and pro-existential in orientation (assuming that we can validly argue
 for the associated pre-suppositions, suppositions and post-suppositions that would support the application of those specific pre-conditions, etc.). I have already argued that these two manifestoes Striking Out and Out Striking are based on this structure that deals with pre-conditions, etc.
 (542)


As an observation, and argument, I would propose that a viable democratic life-world must rest on the pre-condition of a viable Middle Class. That, e.g., a Middle Class ever subjected to increasing inequality will not remain relatively democratic for ever given such ongoing, adverse pre-conditions. Thence the essential necessity to address and redress trends for increasing inequality and rectify such potential distortions and inequilibriums in such levels of equity. That this pre-condition is best explored in our Fourth Commission that would set out how to rectify these various forms of mis-equity. (543)


Donation reform, reform of political finances, etc., can be seen as the removal of one negative general type of condition.
 In contrast, transparency, accountability and responsibility along with freedom of information, etc. can be seen as promoting one positive type of general condition for the overall promotion of a pro-democratic complexion. However, other considerations should also be approached and suitably resolved, such as, e.g., minimizing and insulating the political-economy from political or economic interference;
 be such disruption either internal or external in locus, be such disruption either digital and/or non-digital in orientation, etc.
 As noted, a rectification of mis-equity can be seen as a removal of negative influences with positive consequences in its wake for the progression a democratic prospect. In a relatively subtle contrast, positive forms of beneficial innovation ensure that the social world of that political-economy is both suitably resilient and able to adapt to the changes coming upon us in this Contemporary era given the advent of the integration of this informational age as already noted.
 (543)


The primary duty of the First Commission is to supervise the other Five Commissions. To this end it needs to design a metaphorical road map as to how the terms of reference are to be approached, and, what areas of research, consultancy and submissions need to be explored, prepare a report and then have that report tabled in the Second or Lower House, and, to propose legislation for debate in the Lower House and/or the Upper House. Such proposals, after having that report tabled, should also be actively disseminated both politically and publicly by members of that body expected or charged to do so (given that those recommended processes of conventional and innovative re-direction need to be widely argued in order to better support their facilitated uptake). (544)


Such a Commission can also broadly set the agenda in the other Five Commissions (and v.v?). That agenda can arise as a response to events that call for such serious considerations and deliberations. The initiation of that response could be this Committee itself, another Committee, a submission or a series of submissions from the public and/or from a current politician and/or their party. When an issue raised becomes ‘live’ all relevant parallel considerations should also be raised and, by such means, put all options on the table, so to speak, without the implication of a commitment to any one of them. In the vetting of such live issues, accepted for consideration, if not later deliberations, should be progressed through a parallel hierarchy beginning with those formulations that are rejected as not possible or not currently possible, to, not probable and/or effectively irrelevant, to, possessing both relevancy and a high probability to suitability for consideration as a potential solution/resolution of the issue under consideration, to, practical but politically inexpedient as a solution/resolution in the foreseeable political environment, has merit but might need modification, to, a serious position for consideration, to, one of a number of selected positions, to, the most probably position (as discerned through considerations in a sub-committee to deliberations commenced in committee. (545)


I would envisage a process that might start with a Prior-Committee for consideration, to an initial presentation in initial proceedings of this First Committee, referral to a Sub-Committee primarily focused on exploring that issue or set of issues under consideration, deliberation on the findings of that Sub-Committee, to, return to Sub-Committee for the forming of a report, to, tabling a draft of that report to the First Committee, a final re-drafting of report in its Sub-Committee if necessary, to a final presentation of report and the formal organization of setting a date and time for having it tabled in the Lower House. Consultation with experts, submitters of submissions to occur as appropriate in this Committee or its relevant Sub-Committee. (546)


No vested interests should be directly represented on this Committee and its relevant Sub-Committee/s. If any partial conflicts of interest should be presented they should be reported and registered (and when and where relevant recusal should be invoked). The fundamental concepts of transparency, accountability and responsibility should be invoked. Proceedings should be open to the public unless a very good reason can be neutrally educed for closing the same. Perhaps getting the Committee to vote on this change in standing orders and where, say, at least three quarters of the membership concur in this regard. Individual members in the Sub-Committee should put their name to proposals sent to the Committee for formal deliberation. The, in the final report, all Committee members should sign that same document (which should also be placed online in real-time with those same signatures seen to be appended to that formal document). This same report should also contain an introduction stating why such deliberations took place and the presented conclusion of that report should also be summarized in non-technical language. Of course, whether such findings become legislated is a matter for the Lower House, etc. Work for consideration in this Lower House could also be formally referred to this same committee. (547)


Presented above are some of the ideas as to how this First Commission might find itself operating (as an extension of the parliamentary process). (548)


From time to time, this Committee could also deliberate on Special Topics, certain basic concepts and practices like, e.g., what pre-conditions and conditions are needed for a well-functioning democracy, how do we monitor the functioning of a democracy given certain reforms; what are the reasonable limits of transparency; how should and could a representative democracy better perform this task of representation, etc? Of course, such reflections could also focus on adverse forms of neo-liberal practice; how is evidence-based best practice to be better evaluated and how should these findings be better disseminated; what is political populism, what forms of populism seem to be present, what seems to be promoting forms of populism, and, how might it be countered with a return to honest and professional forms of political practice; what are fake news, fake narratives, etc., and, how do we re-frame alternative facts et al as distortions of reality and their disseminators as political distorters of history, etc., etc?  (549)


The Second Commission, on one level, deals with those pre-conditions that promote a democratic life-world, and, on the other, removing the corrosive consequences of a proliferation in the reception of wrongly mis-regulated donations. (550)


In the Two Manifestoes, their first quarter deals with ‘donations’ and how this potentially corrosive aspect of democratic practice is actually both deconstructing and polarizing the democratic life-world. The quarter is divided between personal and/or family based donations, donations from commercial and non-commercial organizations (along with lobbying), and, governmental input in this same field (from forms of de facto electoral bribery in the allocation of grants usually often around the time of elections to the necessary institution of a separate Commission Against Corruption, or some other equivalent; as an independent body empowered to exercise oversight over the political-economy (without making too much of a distinction between either political or commercial forms of corruption since they can and do often occur together). (551) 


Essentially, this Second Commission will explore this overall topic and send its recommendations to the Lower House, hopefully, for serious deliberations and careful considered legislative enactment. (552)


Interestingly, this topic has made a number of headlines in the Australian Fairfax Press. That time of the year donations, made months ago in Australian politics, get posted, and, it would seem, we must infer politician would prefer the same to not be too closely scrutinized given this lapse in time? It is no wonder that the Australian public could well be thought to be skeptical about their politicians, given, in the period of the election, and long afterwards, ‘we cannot follow the money’ so to speak. On the other hand, the polarized flavour of such annoying propaganda advertised in the leadup to an election does given us an inkling of the lobbyists with such cash to splash… but, then, we are less certain as to what value such advertizers get for their ‘generous’ largesse. E.g:

Coal lobby our biggest spender… splashing $3.6 million on campaign expenditure. (Headline, The Sydney Morning Herald; in their print edition of 2 February, 2018, p.3).

Turnbull rests on his laurels …we are discovering the detail of political donations more than 19 months too late… (The Prime Minister, himself, donating $1.75 million to his own Libel Party) (Editorial, The Sydney Morning Herald; in their print edition of 2 February, 2018, p.20).

Shorten plumps for populism ahead of cleaning up politics: Labor leader’s promise to restore voters; faith in Parliament is point-scoring without substance. …Consider the electoral concern about campaign funding, and attendant abuse and influence. This could be “fixed” by restricting donations to individuals up to a limit (say) $1000, effectively (constitution allowing) banning donations by business, unions, affiliated entities, foreigners and their entities and so on, with immediate, real-time disclosure or, in the event that that proves undeliverable, by moving to full public funding, under redefined eligibility criteria. Both sides know this
) (Opinion piece by John Hewson, former Leader of the Liberal Party, The Sydney Morning Herald; in their print edition of 2 February, 2018, p.23). (551)


If donations were limited to a small amount, say, $1,000, we would no longer have to worry about foreign donations or foreign donations indirectly given through an Australian citizen, and so on. In one legislative swoop, many of the anomalies of donation law would be resolved along with much of the corrosive effect lobbyists often exert through the power of their donation being either given and/or in being withheld! Moreover, much of the polarizing effect that donations have, from either the Left or the Right, could be excised from the body politic leaving a political landscape more amenable to evidence-based policy formation.
 (554)


Our Third Commission concerns itself with the promotion of certain conditions for the actual delivery of good democratic governance, namely, an insistence on greater levels of transparency, accountability and responsibility in the functioning of the overall political-economy (and not just in the sphere of the political). (555)


Here in Australia, in recent days, the Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) acquired the contents of two filing cabinets filled with government files that should not have been lost. The chronology of these files would appear to cover the governments of the last five Prime Ministers, and, in redaction, have unflatteringly revealed the secret workings of caucus both Labor and Coalition. From hairbrained schemes that should never have been expressed out loud, let alone reduced to discussion points in a file, to critical advice not properly heeded along with other episodes sometimes denied at the time but obviously discussed in some form or other. Politician, generally, have a poor press and the redacted publication of these files seems merely to have confirmed the suspicions of many. It would seem to me to be obvious that if there were to be some ‘transparency’ introduced into caucus meeting they might be better grounded in political reality if such professionals thought they were being closely observed at the same time. Perhaps topics and positions on such discussion papers should be published beforehand whilst affording the privacy of such discussions whilst only recording what final positions are under further consideration, or, what final position has been more or less arrived at? In this same regard, in line with ideas explored earlier, discussion topics should be made accountable with the names of those who are provisionally formulating such ideas, and, that, when positions are finally decided upon, then the entire caucus who were present at such deliberations, should sign off on the same. By such an attitude, put into practice, politicians could be seen to lead in this regard. That, by such an example, the entire political-economy could be rendered more transparent, more accountable and more responsible in policy formulations whose enactions, unavoidably, will affect the lives of others. That such a nexus should be better observed, and, that such transparency, etc., is one way to ensure both politicians and non-politicians better represent all of us in the course of their deliberations. In this regard, we should ever remember that it is only through mutual cooperation can we even begin to function in this world, and, that only through’ empowering others who empower us’ can we all make a better passage through this world with-others, before-others! (556)


In this more mutual light of transparency, etc., one of the remits for this Third Commission must be the practical enactment of a well-designed and suitably exercised Freedom of Information Act whose legislation must ensure that all acts of governance are openly enacted and where partial or complete privacy has to be argued for before a neutral body, say a judge, in order to make that kind of an occasional exception.That privacy should not be or become the default mode in this regard. That, hopefully, in the clear light of a publicly observed day, the deliberations of all our politicians and non-politicians, alike, can be seen to be operating, professionally, on the behalf of their constituent, and, ultimately, every person within that political-economy in question. (557)


A Fourth Commission would be charged with the pointing out of all policy settings that appear to have adverse ramifications along with what would be needed to stop and reverse such political instruments. Moreover, on balance, all such relatively adverse policy settings should be demonstrated to be relatively adverse through sound arguments; especially if such conclusions can also be clearly demonstrated on an evidence-based basis. Or, evidential grounds should be proposed in order to assist us in this type of discriminative determination; i.e., in the reporting of an assessment as to the ensuing nature of the apparent overall valuational formation being realized as a result of the enactment of such policy settings. Furthermore, in isolating what ideological forces are thought to be pre-determining such adversity then such ideological positions should also be serious deconstructed and replaced by less ideologically oriented responses with a relatively existential tenor able to rectify such previously arrived at distortions in the continuation of the coursing of the overall political-economy. That, in this regard, ideological distortions may well call for the temporary placement of counter-ideological distortions in order to arrive at a more balanced sense of expression within the coursing of this political-economy. (558)


As noted in our first Two Manifestoes, their third quarter deals with the overall, positive, conditional rectification of mis-equity through a collective rectification of past inequity, current dis-equity and future non-equity. Hence the primary remit of this Fourth Commission. (559)


Mis-equity occurs in many forms and their isolation, exploration and amelioration should be the primary preserve of this Fourth Commission. We only have to look around us to see comparative inequality, etc., in socio-economic terms of reference, both intra-generationally and inter-generationally, between the genders and in gender-diversity, between ethnicities and with regard to indigenous populations.
 Such issues should be seriously addressed, and, in my opinion, better redressed through reversing the range of pre-conditions that created or perpetuated such differences in the first place. By such means eventually establishing a healthier form of a rectification rather than that merely arrived at through creating new conditions through forms of a one-off type of response that can only be undermined given that the pre-conditions for such distortion, themselves, have not, in all probability, been properly addressed, etc. (560)


As noted, this Fourth Commission would deal with an exploration of those policies that appear to be adverse; discerning methods to both cease and reverse the same; as well as a deeper deconstruction of the ideological settings that appear to promote such policies along with the existential re-construction of those policy responses that suitably demonstrate, both logically and evidentially, a richer and progressively enriched, positive promotion of valuational formation for the population as a whole within that political economy, and, where persons or organizations or institutions that are displaced by such processes of rectification are duly seen to deserve suitable forms of compensation to a degree that recognizes their sacrifices made in that same regard. (561)


This Fourth Commission, in many ways, has the hardest remit to observe, namely, the rectification of mis-equity through forms of proscription that address and redress such inequalities. In this regard, it has a positive conditional contribution to make to restoring a more dynamic, more equitable, more democratic political-economy for the benefit of all those resident within its relatively mutual confines. (562)


Need it be mentioned that a rectification of mis-equity is not a clarion call for revolution and absolute equality, but, a quiet, persistent song that we can all sing for a more equitable functioning of the political-economy in which all can prosper in accordance with the engaged nature of their being as found before-others. That, in this regard, we can all be both lifters-and-leaners, at the same time, since it is in our powers to both proffer help and receive help in the daily course of our passage through this world. (563)


Given that it is the nature of reality to change, and for social-reality to do likewise, then let us carefully invest in a world of innovation that both benefits others and/or compensate others when they stand to lose before the enactment of such innovations. Hence the remit of this Fifth Commission. Its primary provinces being the exploration of genres found to be problematic (by being found problematic or problematized) for whatever reason or reasons, the consolidation of those innovations being proposed that address such points of problematization, and, a critical appreciation of the ramifications of those same innovative responses being proposed through the careful re-formulation of such policy settings directly transformed through such innovations. (564)


This now brings me to explore the open remit of the relatively subsidiary Sixth Commission in which, basically, the concerns of our Third Silent Manifesto or Subliminal Checklist are individually addressed along with any other issues should they surface for this type of re-consideration. As a tentative guideline let me explore some of these considerations as I go through the headings of this same Checklist. (565)


First, let me introduce my concept of existential testing by doing existential tests as a critical evaluation of the valuational formation associated with a specific policy formulation (or in relation to a specific series and/or specific set/s of policy formulations). Conducted before the implementation of a specific policy we could call such an exploration its ‘pre-testing’ and the results of its evaluation as its ‘pre-test’. In the course of implementation, we could call such evaluation its ‘pro-testing’, etc. After the suspension or cessation of the implementation of a policy we can call its retroactive evaluation its ‘post-testing’, etc. This critical approach of testing applies to both relatively conventional policy formulations and relatively innovative, non-conventional policy formulations. In essence, existential testing is exploring a policy formation in the light of its anticipated pro-relational setting/s in order to determine if it creates valuational formation, preserves valuational formation (in its current richness), conserves valuational formation (through suitable enrichment) and/or meta-conserves valuational formation (through re-enrichment). Where enrichment is seen as ‘positive’ and de-enrichment is seen as ‘negative’. (566)


Fundamentally, all policy formation is entertained, and should be engaged, in order to expedite an amplification of the valuational formation already invested in such policy implementation. Amplification being through relatively non-chaotic orchestration and/or relatively chaotic enhancement although valuational formation can also be relatively negative and/or neutral in orientation. However, the assumption usually observed is that valuation formation should be productive of an amplification in overall valuation formation and that such an assessment should be conducted in suspended, de-ideological terms of reference and from the perspective of the world at large. A dictator or a committee of ideologues, e.g., might come to the controversial opinion that people with an IQ under 90 should be eliminated in order to raise the average IQ of that society (which would be true from a logical point of view). But others might reason that a society with the diversity of those with an IQ both over 90 and under 90 is a better place to live in since it would be de-ontologically wrong to just eliminate people in a society who do not pass some artificial standard given that such a standard is only arrived at on a priori grounds; be such discrimination given cogent arguments to support such discrimination or not given such cogent arguments to support such discrimination. Such arguments can only be discriminatory given the artificial a priori setting of the nature and limits of such discrimination. Why not people with an IQ of 91 or 89 or 70 or 50 for that matter, and so on. Now, a de-ontological argument can be run that killing of another person per se is just wrong, because it reduces the existential richness of this world in which that person can further enrich the same; unless we can also accept qualified de-ontological arguments, say, for euthanasia or justified warfare, etc. Such exceptions granted, non-exceptional grounds then do not exist for a violation of such scoped rulings. That, with such arguments in mind, we should then argue that existential testing is only conducted in a valid manner when such evaluations are enacted from a transcendental-existential perspective of the pro-relational.
 Such a perspective demands the imposition, wittingly and/or unwittingly, of an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension (which is also, as argued elsewhere, the necessary, pre-conditional ground for all forms of judgment, etc.). Given this existential qualification, we can now surmise that a critical evaluation of valuational formation is both possible and achievable, and, that the pursuit of a specific policy setting, etc., should be conducted and enacted in order to arrive at an amplification of valuational formation (or, at the very least, a preservation of the same, or, some form of parallel compensation for any ensuing loss or negative evaluation). An evaluation of the creation and/or preservation of valuational formation establishing the associated richness in such valuational formation, whilst, an evaluation of the conservation and/or meta-conservation of valuational formation establishes its re/enrichment, de-enrichment or the mere preservation of such richness already in place. As stated, the implementation of a specific policy setting, etc., should have the objective of hoping to oversee and engineer an amplification in its ensuing valuational formation. That an existential testing of a policy setting, etc., in question is to ascertain whether such a policy setting situated in its policy framework or policy environment, should have been envisaged, should have been implemented and/or should have been either continued, suspended, modified, compensated or subjected to a process of cessation. (567)


Such existential testing of policy settings, etc., therefore, concerns either past pre-tests, current pro-tests and/or future post-tests (in a looking retrospectively at the consequences of such a policy implementation). The modal character of such explorations and evaluations being conducted in either non-virtual and/or virtual terms of reference. (568)


Existential texting should be specifically engineered in order to better evaluate the valuational formation associated with that policy setting, etc., in question. Such testing will invoke a number of approaches when found to be relevant in the course of that unique process of evaluation. (569)


This process of existential testing would utilize what is found to be a relevant mix of modes of evaluation that help us to insightfully assess the apparent valuational formation that we should expect to be both associated and found with that particular type of policy formulation being placed under such scrutiny. Such approaches, either simulated non-virtually and/or virtually, would include a mix of the following, namely, a logical clarification of definitions; the clear and distinct announcement of objectives (to be arrived at through the implementation of such policies); critical parallel considerations of both genre-framing and con-textual representation; a clarification of how an evidential approach should be demarcated; comparative appreciation of both outreach and uptake along with ensuing outcomes; competitive renormalization (in promoting win-win forms of policy transformations),
 cost-benefit analysis/qualitative comparative reassessment; as a pro-equity stabilizer versus contra-equity destabilizer; an ordered appreciation of the types and intensities of valuational formations apparently promoted through that type of policy setting; a differential appreciation of the apparent harmonization being promoted; an integral appreciation of the apparent degree and form of integrity being promoted through intentional processes of resolution; and, a consequential analysis of the intentional expectations anticipated and/or found to be realized in the course of promoting such policy implementation, etc. (570)


Let me briefly define these approaches, and, then use these particular modes of exploration in essentially approaching these twenty-four headings as a provisional framework for the critical work of this Sixth Commission (even though acting as ancillary to our First Five Commissions under the leadership of the First Commission. (571)


In an appreciation of the political-economic impact of a certain policy to be found in its regulatory environment, be that simulated through non-virtual representation and/or simulated through anticipated virtual representation, if it can be shown that one or two of these types of existential tests indicate an actual or potential loss of existential richness and enrichment then obviously that policy should not be implemented, or, if already implemented, it should be suspended or ceased, or, suitably re-modified in order to pass that type of existential test, etc. (or parallel compensatory policy/policies might also need to be formulated?). (572)


Let me now explore these twelve types of tests as listed above (and whose titles can be summarized under the following headings, namely, Definitions [1], Objectives [2], Meta-Textualism (re Genre/s and Con-Text/s) [3], Evidence [4], Outreach (Uptake and Outcomes) [5], Renormalization (of Competition) [6], Qualified Cost-Benefit Analysis [7], Pro-Equitableness [8], Ordered Appreciation [9], [(Harmonic) Differentiation [10], Integration (through Ongoing Resolution) [11], and, Consequentialism [12]. (573)

[1]
Definitions, as an existential test, concerns itself with internal consistency and external coherence in a field of policies that may or may not overlap in terms of their practical application within the political-economy. (574)

E.g., if a policy defines a = x (= ‘all not –x’) then if a not = b then x cannot equal b as well as a. If a policy applies only to a field of a then it applies only to that field that only entails all a’s. In the writing of complex policies, especially in a re-iterated process of numerous re-writings, it is almost inevitable that parts of a policy will contradict some other section of that same overall policy. Thence this need for such oversight in order to harmonize such inconsistencies and produce a reasonably integrated version of the same whose clarity is instrumental in a relative less complicated process of policy implementation. (575)


Or, e.g., if a policy has it application to a certain field a and only a, and, then, at a later point, say b, and only b, and b is not = a, then we have a non-coherent field of application. (576)


However, there may exist meta-policy rulings that state how such inconsistencies or contradictions, and, incoherencies or inconsistent applications can be resolved; e.g., by ruling later policy changes as having preference over earlier formulations and that later changes should be deferred to, etc. However, in a complex policy formulation such inconsistencies might not be noticed and duly dealt with in a suitable manner. In some measure, to some degree, a clarification of objectives can also assist in this process of internal and external regularization. (577)


Therefore, the existential text of definitions is to observe and rectify both internal inconsistencies and external incoherencies (in all modes of application) in regard to the dissemination of policies and their specific or particular range of policy settings. (578)

[2]
In a clarification of objectives, by placing a focus on the aims of policy settings, the intended transformations aspired to through the application of a policy can be re-focused upon more effectively and more efficiently. Moreover, such targeting can also assist in formulating how the enaction of such a policy might be better appreciated in evidential terms of reference as well in harmonic terms of reference, in the light of a consequential analysis as well as qualified cost-benefit analysis (that also takes into account de-ontological objections, qualitative reconsiderations, etc.), etc. (579)


In this regard, the existential testing of objectives needs to note sufficient definitional clarity, the possibility, obtainability and desirability of such explicated objectives. I.e., is it possible to obtain those objectives, how possible is that possibility, and, should such objectives actually be considered suitable targets for aspiration (given an appreciation of that objective and the mix of other policy imperatives also competing for our interest and aspirations, etc?)? (580)


That, given such objectives are aspirational, they can also be viewed through the critical lens of an aspirational economy (clearly noting ‘where, why and how’) (w.r.t. a phenomenological appreciation of where we start from, an existential appreciation of why such a goal/s is/are sought, and, the pragmatic dimension as to how the former can be connected in a practical or functional sense). (581)

[3]
Meta-Textualism (re Genre/s and Con-Text/s) explores the meta-textual constitution of the mix of genres being invoked and the types of situations in which that mix of genres is intended to be applied. Under such scrutiny any innovative facets and any essential facets of that meta-textual constitution should be able to be focused upon in order to better understand how that policy operates with the targeting of its distinctive functionality within the ambit of that political-economy. One could argue that all genres were at one stage, in their inception, relatively innovative and non-conventional in their memetic dissemination. In the light of a clarification of definitions and objectives, an ensuing clarification of the meta-textual constitution of a policy formulation is also implied through such critical explication of this meta-textual dimension. (582)


In a cursory overview of the baking of bread we can note that the use of rectangular containers baked bread in the shape of a Vienna loaf. The use of such a container makes for a slice more square in shape and more efficient for toasting (in comparison to a more traditional rather flat loaf that is also rather round or oval in overall shape). The selling of ‘sliced bread’ was a logical innovation and a number of shops that sold bread would do that on their premises if you wanted your Vienna sliced (be that in a thicker mode for toast and/or more thinly for sandwiches). Of course, this demand for sliced bread was then met by the bakers themselves who then also had to wrap their sliced bread… charging a small fee for this process; included in the price of this more preferred product. In truth, a product innovation preferred by all parties. Innovations in this necessary wrapping of a sliced loaf would then inevitably follow, e.g., in the use of transparent materials, advertizing, health conscious differentiation and legally required description of contents, brand recognition, etc. (582) 


I have used this analogy for a second time to merely point out that innovations are usually, if not always, small, incremental and progressively applied to relatively conventional processes already in place (which, at one time, themselves, would have arisen through a process of ongoing micro-innovation). (584)

Understanding this phenomenology of innovation can now assist us in scrutinizing the apparent consequences, etc., of such innovations. E.g., in an examination of professional bread making it would be observed that such bakeries were able to charge more for the delivery of wrapped loaves of sliced bread given that they were preferred to unwrapped, unsliced loaves of bread by all parties concerned, and, that this preference was reflected in the price differentials between such different types of product. Hence the potential significance of meta-textual appreciation of relative innovation or, indeed, the relative absence of innovation (in a consumer or legal environment calling out for the imposition of certain innovations as yet undelivered
). (585)


A differential exploration of situational con-texts can also be useful to determine the political-economic impact of innovations to the extent that they also re-configure their sociological con-texts, etc. E.g., it could be argued that packaged, sliced bread along with refrigerators, cars and supermarkets contributed to the decline of the traditional bakery. That, in a relatively delayed process of innovative response the recent return of the ‘traditional’ boutique bakery could be seen as a viable reply through seeking to re-carve out such a once traditional niche (and where supermarkets have replied, in kind, by selling such a range of breads along with a price differential that has reflected the generation of such an additional demand). (586)

[4]
The topic of evidential determination is fraught with philosophical difficulties and how such a topic is approached has associated ramifications in the fields of politics, economics, political-economics, policy formation, history, scientific research, sociological and psychological forms of evaluations, etc., and so on. In my philosophical researches, the determination of this sixth order of ontical or factual determination has not been directly explored to the degree of requisite depth I would have preferred. However, let me proffer a few insightful sketches in this regard that I would like to explore at a later point in time. (587)


Without a doubt we make our passage through this world with a psychic map that is grounded in what we culturally have pre-determined to be real, albeit in different and somewhat relatively non-commensurate senses when our vision of this ‘one’ world of being-becoming is not treated too literally and/or found to be too disconcerting. Scrutiny of how our world is put together for-us, and by-us becomes problematic when too closely focused upon or when different frames of reference are conflated, etc. Often, in an exploration of religious phenomena, we find certain ensuing anxieties all too often easily arrived at whether they be deliberately intended or discovered unintentionally. The manner of an official style in the resolution of a certain official paradox can be used to classify the primary concerns of that specific denomination. In some similar measure, we could say that how the world is evidentially divided up for us is also dependent upon certain ‘myths’, their metaphors and their attendant narratives. However, given that a certain degree of consensus is also evident that it is upon such grounds that we must further clarify what is apparently evidential through ascertaining what aspects of the former could and should be considered to be ‘not non-evidentially valid’. This ontical or factual difference is a bit like that between a dream apple and non-virtual apple, or, the cultural fact that Santa Claus is not a so-called objective fact in himself. That we can validly entertain such phenomenological forms of experiential discrimination naturally leads us to enquire how judgment is both possible (of both that which does exist and that which not exist n direct evidential terms of reference) and that in such judgment a determination of factual validity can also be argued for as that already accepted and/or could be re-ascertained and re-accepted if accepted as valid, i.e., as positively evidential. Given that facts have a historical-like status whose instantiation may no longer be experientially entertained both directly and ‘self-evidently’ or for that matter may not have been yet historically instantiated we must wonder how such determinations could be both held and upheld (through some form of evidential determination). Suffice to say that such determinations can be performed and that a body of such evidence is amassed that grounds the addition or subtraction of additional facts, etc., through a redetermination of their evidential status. So, Santa Claus is a cultural fact but not an historical fact per se. Or, my memory f the apple I eat yesterday is a factual fact (with a sixth order in ordered status) because I can attest to its specific existence as a direct witness of the same. On the other hand, I will assume you also eat an apple that was present in this same fruit bowl in this same kitchen yesterday as I saw this apple there in the morning, saw that it was absent in the afternoon, and, that you told me that you had eaten one of those pieces of fruit and recommended I eat one as well. As I have often noted, we cannot absolutely lie (nor insist on absolute, non-provisional truth) since the telling of a lie depends of the truthfulness of most of the intentional constitution of that ‘lie’ in order to be understood, in order for it to be set up to be deceptively read, etc. Hence the importance in evidential determination to link facts reputed to be sixth order with this positive field of relatively non-controversial, positively predetermined evidential verification. That, in such an attempt we must base valid arguments on such a verified propositional basis in order, hopefully, to arrive at imputations that are accepted sixth order factual states of affairs within the contextual-terms of this evidentially pre-accepted frame of reference. That at the end of the day, an investment in such a status should deliver a surplus of existential valuation supportive of such contentions (albeit if only in provisional terms of reference from a philosophical perspective given that such a perspective is treated as self-evident only to those who culturally accepts such a body of evidence or where some form of an evidential translation can occur and be verified between different frames of reference). (588)


To summarize this philosophical approach to this topic of evidential determination I would say, as a tentative starting point, that we expect to find the persistence of an alignment between our anticipation of a certain phenomenal presentation within its situational con-text and that which is to be found on closer phenomenological scrutiny. Moreover, this is in concordance with its genres of presentation, etc.,
 and, that the valuational formation associated with such exploration is found to be comparatively rich and enriching. Furthermore, this ascertainment of the determined reality to hand needs to find a satisfactory form of coherence within a general, integrated field of ‘verified’ determinations historically considered to be factually acceptable, albeit in provisional terms to vary degrees. Let me demonstrate the sense and significance of this scheme. (589)


I have a dream where I imagine I am in China once again and I am eating a delicious apple of a variety know as a ‘pink lady’. Now, and I would like to stress this, that it is wrong for me or anyone else to say this experience is ‘unreal’ or ‘not real’. The ‘reality’ of this experience is such that I am actually experiencing this phenomenal presentation and to say that I am not experiencing the same is ludicrous. On the other hand, the phenomenal presentation of this apple will leave a lot to be desired given that the intentional object(ive) here is a dream apple whose modal richness of presentation can neither equal nor exceed that of a non-virtual apple experience overall even if that virtual apple were to taste more delicious than any non-virtual apple eaten by myself. For a start, such an ‘apple’ cannot assuage my pangs of physiological hunger and on closer phenomenological scrutiny could not equal the phenomenological richness of a non-virtual apple, despite all its discerned imperfections, because the former is merely generated by myself in my imagination and could never equal the existential perfection of a non-virtual apple (which can also be pointed out shared with others given that it is also inter-subjectively accessible to a degree that also exceeds our mere imagination of such a virtual possibility). So, on closer phenomenological scrutiny I realize I am entertaining a dream apple and that the genre of presentation is that of a dream. Having realized this state of affairs to be virtual then its factual determination is merely ‘my having had a dream experience of an apple’. (590)


Or, let me alter this type of experience in order to examine my viewing of ‘a bowl of large plums’ that I have mistaken for being ‘a fruit bowl filled with apples’. Usually, this fruit bowl on the kitchen table is filled with apples. But, on closer inspection, notice that these ‘apples’ are just a fraction smaller than the apples I would normally find there. I pick one up and notice the skin is not as firm as an apple and that this piece of fruit smells like a plum. I realize that I have mistaken this fruit to be ‘apples’ when they were actually ‘plums’, but, the fact of my seeing ‘fruit in that bowl’ was never in dispute; only my initial misinterpretation of the type of fruit that was left in that bowl. Because the reality of experience is the experience of that reality (being experienced) can we go on to say that we can never be absolutely mistaken. Upon the reality of that fruit bowl I saw the reality of fruit-like phenomena which I first through were ‘apples’ but which were actually ‘plums’. In other words, under closer scrutiny I was able to rectify a relatively superficial mistake, namely, that ‘these pieces of fruit were not ‘apple’’ but were, instead, ‘plums’. Thence this improved sense of a factual (sixth ordered) alignment between experience and our interpretation of the same. (591)


Or, I wake up in the morning. Enter the kitchen and take an apple to eat for breakfast. Nothing unusual is noted. The apple is as expected, in accord with all my anticipations, etc. So, in my factual assessment, ‘in this fruit bowl in this kitchen there is now one apple less to be found’ is something I can assume to have verified for myself. It was me that took that apple and eat it. (592)


Obviously, in a detailed philosophical account, the evidential determination of facts is a complex process… but, still, one we normally can navigate and negotiate in the course of everyday experience without too much difficulty from a non-philosophical point of view. (593)


In the thematization and existential testing of policies, as to how they are to be set or re-set, evidential considerations have an important role to play given that it is in this world together that we must ‘suffer’ the consequences of such political-economic deliberations. Obviously, our representations of the world need to be factually based in order to existentially intervene on the behalf of others in such a manner that carefully contributes to both the richness and further enrichment of ‘our’ experience of this world with-others, before-others… (594)

That an evidential approach finds further refinement though others considerations like outreach, etc., consequences, etc., a differential appreciation that observes positive transformations or otherwise in overall valuational determination, etc. (595) 

[5] 
Outreach, Uptake and Outcomes is one approach to refine our evidential appreciation of the impact of policy formulations, reformulations and/or re-formulations. (596)


Outreach is the extent a policy setting is designed to be taken up. E.g., a certain program of inoculation of a certain section of the population envisages a one hundred percent uptake, and, therefore, the implementation of this policy necessitates the creation and/or importation of a commensurate number of requisite doses for this program of inoculation. So, if on firm evidential territory, we correctly believe we need x doses for the success of this program to succeed then at least x doses need to be to hand in order to execute this degree of outreach. Then, on evidential grounds, we need to compute the actual uptake of this program of inoculations in order to appreciate to what degree this program could be judged to be successful or otherwise in terms of this uptake. This program may well be considered ‘successful’, in hypothetical or theoretical terms, if uptake, say, is ninety-five percent of this envisaged outreach. However, the ascertainment of policy success would be in an evidential assessment of outcomes. I.e., are considerable communal levels of immunity consequentially evident statistically, and, are the potentially negative outcomes of this policy so minimal and manageable that this program can continue in the form as originally envisaged without needing to be re-directed through modification or non-directed through some form of suspension or complete cancellation? (597)


Hence evidential refinement through outreach, uptake and a critical appreciation of outcomes. To further refine this critical appreciation of outcomes we need to take a number of other considerations into account such a renormalization, consequentialism, etc. (598)

[6] 
In a Renormalization of Competition we seek to restore to the political-economy, by suitable means, a sufficient degree of competitiveness where possible in order to prevent a monopolization of the economy by a monopolies or cartels and/or to overcome any competitive impasse wherein the economy finds itself unable to direct economic activity in a direction necessary for its suitable functioning. Such ‘mean’ could include properly managed unions (industry instituted or governmentally instituted, etc.), forms of consumer protection, suitable regulation with suitable degrees of enforced compliance, reasonable levels of taxation, an adequate basic wage, well-designed forms of wealth transfer, etc. The suitable de-institution of a number of neo-liberally inspired policy settings would also need to be called for in order to establish a well ‘self-regulated’ political-economy that continually adjusts competition in such a manner that that marketplace is neither over-regulated or too under-regulated. (599)


That such self-regulated renormalization is an ideal but one that could be progressively worked towards. To this end, qualified forms of cost-benefit analysis and pro-equitableness could be utilized in order to re-constitute policy settings in this relatively autonomous direction (given that market failures only occur through incremental forms of advancement or retreat that cross points of chaotic bifurcation, and, where reasonable oversight of market mechanisms that maintain proven points of economic stability should be preferred over such ongoing movements towards relatively uncharted territories on the extreme edges of such stable regions of the overall political-economy. Or, to put it another way, loss of such apparent self-regulation is a recipe for chaotic disruptions). (600)


Expressed in a tautology: when the markets work for us they work for-us, but, when they do not work for us they do not work for-us! The moral that should be taken away from such reflections, exemplified through well-interpreted historical illustrations, should be that it is better to stick with the apparent points of equilibrium we know and could love rather than those equilibriums that might be both unloved and leave their authors, most fittingly, as unloved as well! (601)

[7] 
A Qualified Cost-Benefit Analysis is the conducting of a cost-benefit analysis in such a manner that natural limitations are noted, to what extent the particularity of reference frames will also need to be noted, and, to what extent qualitative matters, perhaps derived in and thorough an ordered analysis, should also be taken into account. (602)


E.g., building a bridge for ten times the cost that it could have been built for would and should be a cause for concern and retrospective critical oversight. If anything, such oversight should have occurred in the course of its policy thematization, implementation and appreciation. (603)


Or, e.g., some cost-benefit accountant might have done some calculations to show that locking prisoners up in a prison is an expensive affair and that it would be much cheaper to subject such criminals to capital punishment in some form or other. Thankfully, and hopefully, there would be such a public outcry that this re-considered de-ontological input would successfully override all forms of capital punishment advanced as a policy setting purely on the grounds of having conducted a mere cost-benefit analysis (that had, obviously, been left unqualified by this necessary element of a more comprehensive third order de-ontological treatment)! (604)

[8] 
Pro-Equitableness concerns the political-economic intention to generally promote a lessening of inequality through addressing and redressing issues of mis-equality or mis-equity as found through relative inequity, dis-equity and/or non-equity (without arguing for or insisting on the impossibility of a society whose member should all possess an equal degree of equity). (605)


A number of policy strategies could be adopted to achieve this form of relative renormalization. In the existential testing of policy settings this effect needs to be minimized, obviated, reversed and/or compensated for, etc. (606)

[9]
Ordered Appreciation (as examined elsewhere in detail) basically describes and/or prescribes the ordered complexion thought to be ascertained in exploring intentional formations be they explicated in subjective and/or inter-subjective modes of presentation.
 The complexity of this ‘complexion’ noting pre-essential, essential-aesthetical, de-ontological, pragmatical, potential and/or actual forms of value determination. By focusing on such a ‘complexion’ we can more clearly engage such representations, enact more productive patterns of intervention, and more critically appreciate such engagement (as a supervision of sequences in a series and/or set/s in the intentional formation of intentionally formed objectives, etc.). Thence, its critical implication in overlooking policy formation be that relatively innovative or relatively non-innovative in orientation. (607)


Without a suitable form of ordered analysis, wittingly and/or unwittingly enacted, it is possible for the designers of policy to overlook and/or not overcome the ethical divide between, say, a third order de-ontological perspective and a fourth order perspective, etc. Moreover, being unaware of the potential impact of such oversight, designers might also, more than likely, not be aware of the meta-genres that allow processes of resolution to mediate and harmonize such otherwise incommensurable regions in political-economic experience.
 (608)

[10] 
Harmonic Differentiation notes changes in objective harmonization as engaged in and through our relationships. Obviously, there would be a preference for positive changes, i.e., a differentiation that notes a pro-relational improvement in overall valuational formation. Such as, e.g., the general realization of certain policy objectives in such a manner so as to contribute a process of an overall pro-relational enrichment. (609)


E.g., a controversial approach to housing the homeless; albeit in a range of appropriate accommodation, even on a mere, unqualified cost-benefit analysis, has been shown to demonstrate on balance a reduction in overall costs incurred by the state by such ‘residents’. In effect, this type of policy, properly conducted, presents a win-win situation for all parties concerned; i.e., such a policy re-direction would contribute to an overall enrichment of that overall community (given the housing of such residents, a better allocation of limited resources, etc.). (610)

[11] 
Integration through (processes of) Ongoing Resolution, i.e., Integrity, takes an allied, but opposite, tack from harmonic differentiation to note to what extent a relationship is better integrated, or otherwise, through processes of ongoing harmonization. (611)


E.g., the enactment and implementation of policies should assist in integrating communities within the overall political-economy in question and not otherwise. (612)

That relationships are created, etc., through the ongoing resolution of dissonance, and, where the harmonic economy is an ongoing balance between consonant fields, dissonant forms of focus, and the ongoing resolution of the same within the apparent ambit of that relationship in question as it finds itself embedded, etc. (613)

[12]
Consequentialism is an expression that indicates the need for and exercise of a critical process of consequential analysis. Policy designers need to be fully aware as to what outcomes are intended though the thematization of such formulations, etc., given intended enaction, mis-intended enaction, unintended enaction and non-intended enaction (that becomes inadvertently associated with such intentional enaction). (614)


So, e.g., if housing homeless people, generally, is a more cost-effective manner of intervention and this form of intervention can also be shown to improve the quality of live for such residents, then, ideological objections to such a program should be and could be countered by such evidential research that clearly demonstrates both a verification and a validation of just this point (in policy formulation). A ‘verification’ on evidential grounds, and, a ‘validation’ on existential grounds when and where it can be shown that the overall quality of life is improved, or enriched, by this type of intervention. (615)

The existentially promoted existential testing of policy formulation, in and through its process of policy formation, should also itself observe, in the context of most processes of its gestation, oversight over political thematization, practical implementation and critical supervision conducted through a general environment of transparency, accountability (of provisional positions) and responsibility (over final positions and their dissemination). Moreover, as in the advancement of any position, policy oriented or otherwise, the following ad hoc set of eight rules should also be observed, be that on a pre-conditional basis, a pro-conditional basis and(/or) a post-conditional basis, namely, a suitable clarification of definitions, a suitable thematization of objectives, a suitable evidential basis for argumentation, a suitable assessment of the obtainability of such proposals, a suitable pragmatic awareness of the practicalities of such implementation, a suitable, open and provisional acceptance of the limitations naturally entailed in all propositional proposals, and, suitable anticipation directed through a consequential analysis in the light of a suitable de-ontological appreciation that that overall process of ‘broad’ argumentation should and could pass a more detailed process of existential texting. Let me list them under the eight headings of 1., Clarification (of definitions), 2., Thematization (of objectives), 3., Evidentialism, 4., Assessment (of obtainability), 5., Pragmatism, 6., consequentialism, 7., Acceptance (of limitations
) and, 8., Overall Appreciation (that such argued proposals should pass a suitable degree of existential testing). In effect, argumentation for a certain position, policy oriented or otherwise, itself also needs to be suitably attended to; i.e., properly, appropriately and appositely. Effectively, paralleling a critical focusing on ‘what, how and why’ (as embedded in an aspirational economy as explored elsewhere).
 (616)


A key expression to note here is ‘broad’. It is an existential imperative to be aware that our terms of reference should always be left open and never defined in ‘narrow’ ideologically distorted terms of reference and/or merely based on unreflected upon emotionally oriented modes of prejudice. All too often our judgments are poorly thought out responses based on habits without the requisite degree of reflection. To counter this natural bias to just respond without due deliberation, etc., I propose the following six guidelines as a starting point in such critical appreciation. By taking a provisional treatment of all propositions, staking a tentative basis on reasonably acceptable evidence, making a dialectical approach through running parallel arguments and, in effect, running an ongoing overall transcendental suspension, and, shaking off objections in such a manner that reinforces the tentatively enriched nature of our relatively final, but broadly based, ideologically neutralized deliberations (although their dissemination will be ideologically presented and represented, albeit, in a broad fashion).
 (617)


Basically, we are all blind, and, all imputations should be seen as ‘imputations’ even though, through critical reflection, some imputations are less fabricated and better constructed (for the purposes to hand). And, so, must forever remain open to dispute and processes of ‘evidential’ re-qualification. (618)


In the Sixth Commission we scrutinize, in closer detail, the constitution of policy proposals or those proposals already enacted; be they assessed as relatively innovative or otherwise. By closely inspecting, within the ambit of a policy formulation or policy promotion or policy review, etc., the utilization of certain headings, titles, ideological markers, theoretical terminology, etc., indicative of a neo-liberal discourse or any other form of ideological discursiveness, and, that processes of de-ideological distortion, consequently, are called for in order to bracket and neutralize such influences by isolating their influence, balancing and/or neutralizing the same. I.e., reversing and ceasing such influences, and/or, deconstructing and re-constructing the same. (619)

Cited once more, these twenty-four thematically indicative neo-liberal policy preferences are noted under the following headings:

1.   Privatization (outsourcing to the private sphere)

2.   Deregulation (relative de-privileging of regulations be they effective or otherwise)

3.   Non-Interventionalism (by governments in the form of minimal policies, etc.)

4.   De-Taxation (excessive minimization or removal of taxation from companies, etc.)

5.   Pro-Austerity (usually contra-anti-cyclical spending by governments, companies)

6.   Mis-Equitization (privileging the top one percent of the one percent, etc.)

7.   Downsizing (episodic imposition of redundancies, etc.)

8.   De-Servicing (downsizing of civil service, promoting small government)

9.   Pseudo-Compliance (apparent compliance undercut in practice)

10. Hyper-Compensation (for executives)/Hypo-Compensation (for non-executives)

11. De-Unionization (emasculation of union influence)

12. Pro-Competition (ultimately leading to certain types of monopolies)

13. Pro-Markets (political abdication in belief political intervention is not necessary)

14. Short-Termism (shortsightedness by governments, companies, etc.)

15. Non-Consequentialism (enactions without due consequential analysis)

16. Super-Innovation (without due consequential analysis)

17. Denigration (of others, losers, institutions, regulations, government, rule of law, etc.)

18. Hyper-Individualism (excessive emphasis on individual endeavours)

19. Globalization (as a form of international privatization)

20. Hyper-Valuation (of costs/diminishment in services)

21. Corporatization (through regulatory capture, contractual colonization, etc.)

22. Hyper-Monetization (where we revalue everything through a monetary lens?)

23. Disempowerment (disenfranchisement though misguided notions of freedom)

24. Anti-Welfare (cuts to welfare, but, increases in prison incarceration) [18] [87] (620)


Privatization is the conversion of a governmental service into a non-governmental commercial operation. This could be in part or in whole. Such a transition, indeed, transformation is not in and of itself controversial but an assessment of such a transformation may well come to that conclusion. A ‘transformation’ by virtue of the fact that as a commercial entity it is predicated upon a series of six imperatives that observe the creation, preservation, conservation, and, meta-conservation of valuational formation. Moreover, commercial ventures are also in the habit of either being taken over or taking over another commercial venture and/or tending to a monopolization of that same marketplace, and others, through forms of market dominance. Each of these imperatives can either adversely de-promote and/or promote the overall valuational formation that directly or indirectly ensure from the functioning of that commercial venture in its specific situation within the political-economy. (621)


Basically, predicated on the conservation of profit, and the possibility of taking advantage of continual growth of a meta-conservational super-profit, it is often the case that soon, if not immediately, it becomes an effective tax increase for the public when the services of this venture are utilized by the same. Even though a governmental service might produce an effective profit, still, the raison d’être of such a service is not directly predicated upon this principle of conservation, etc. A classic example is a health insurance product that is forever noted to function over time with both ever rising premiums and continual reductions in the scope of services (i.e., where, for the same amount of being money outlaid over time, the range of insured options is continually reduced at a rate usually far greater than inflation, etc.). (622)


Obviously, a clarification of both definitions and objectives should be able to spell out the incentives for such a process of privatization without imposing additional costs on that community over time. Such overt or covert costs could include excessive remuneration to management, excessive and escalating costs being charges for services, etc., and, inefficiencies and/or reductions in the range or scope and quality of service. I.e., proffer a diminution of service as measured in comparative terms of outreach, uptake and outcomes, etc. By ‘etc.’ is meant a diminution in service as measured in other terms of reference as indicated in the twelve-fold scheme as already outlined… be that in terms of a qualified cost-benefit analysis, ordered analysis, consequentialism, etc. (623)

Or, they might run a venture that is both effective and efficient compared to its governmental incarnation in which case we may well assume a win-win type of an arrangement that is advantageous to both that venture itself and the public. But, unfortunately, on balance, indeed, all too often through a lack of balance in power relations, the public soon finds themselves having been sold one more lemon. From the strident self-interested demands for such a transition, on the witting or unwitting part of neo-liberals, and the inadequately preconstructed and supervised instantiations of this transformative process of privatization this process may have been merely incentivized by the expectation of making excessive profits, if not now at least in the near future! The exercise of an independent process of due diligence has the potentiality of noting imperatives and recalibrating both conservational and meta-conservational tendencies as well as taking into account these further imperatives of both appropriation and monopolization. In this regard, we also need to take into account a potential re-normalization of competition, and, over the longer terms, conduct a suitable review of the anticipated consequences that may appear to promote and/or demoted a reasonable degree of social equitableness; both in inter-generational and intra-generational terms of reference! (624)


Without a doubt, neo-liberalism, and other ideological forces, have created socially disadvantageous wealth transfers! In this regard, governments, as representatives of their constituents, should better represent their constituents, both now and into the future, on both the level of the state and on the level of their constituency… in such a manner that is more mindful of these imbalances in power-relations that can be so easily exploited by the overreach of the commercial world! (625)


Interestingly, globalization could be viewed as a form of overseas privatization (in moving beyond the framework of a national political-economy. (626)


Now, let me more formally explore privatization through this twelvefold lens as an exemplification of this approach (albeit more appropriate for an in-depth scrutinization of such a topic even though detailing a few salient headings in a positive and/or negative critique might be more productive [and where the mere presentation of one or two negative findings, under those headings or others, when and where relevant, should ensure such policy formularization would be either suspended, modified through re-direction, paralleled with compensatory policies, or, where such a line in policy formation should be clearly revoked
]). (627)


Let me notate this detailed approach by numerically noting the topic and numerically noting which of the twenty-fourfold categories is being focused upon (or some other additional topic numbered accordingly and put forward for such scrutiny) in the following notation: e.g., ‘{1.1}’ identifies, first, the topic of privatization is being focused upon, and, second, it is being examined in terms of a clarification of definitions, etc; as technically utilized in the formulation of that type of policy. That under such ‘double focus’,
 we seek to indicate forms of neo-liberal ideological bias, other forms of bias, other defects, e.g., in argumentation, evidence, anticipation, supervision, critique, ordered positioning, etc., and, proffer suitable forms of rectificational responses if and when we were in a position where we would be able to do those forms or styles of positive and/or negative, and/or, passive and/or active types of critique.
 (628)


In an outlined form, let me sketch out this scheme (be it treated through the invocation of a onefold, twofold, threefold or fourfold set of classifications). (629)

Fourfold Scheme for Scrutinizing Innovative or Non-Innovative Policy Formation

1.   Privatization


Definitions
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2.   Deregulation


Objectives
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(630)

{1.1}
A specific policy proposal for the privatization of x needs to be clearly spelt out. Parties tasked with such a proposal need to be both professional and professionally honest (i.e., clearly spelling out, equally, both pluses and minuses associated with the formularization of a specific policy, etc. Such a declaration should consider short-term, medium-term and long-term ramifications; i.e., both current implications once implemented and future consequences to be anticipated after its implementation (within those three relative time frames
).
 (631)


The process of privatization should also consider alternative forms of organization (to stay within the governmental, to become commercial in a form as qualified by certain restrictions, etc., and/or, to invite some form of a hybrid association between government and private enterprise. Then, transformations of that privatized organization also need to be taken into account lest that organization have a monopolistic position in the political-economy, might obtains such a monopolistic situation, be taken over and/or take over some other company with similar or different operational objectives but, that any of these transformational-transitions could affect future price/cost structures, quality of product/service/informational delivery, etc. (632)  


That privatization should be carefully thematized, represented contractually, and, regulated when and where thought to be necessary (with the expectation of the observance of a full compliance with such regulations, contractual agreements, etc.) (633)

{1.2}
A thematization of objectives should be conducted in parallel with a clarification of definitions, etc., as spelt out in the formulation of that policy, and, as translated into any contractual arrangement. That any differences between the same, basically, should be between the specificity and particularity of details on the specific level of the contractual agreement/s versus the particularity of policy formularizations (although in specifying contractual arrangements there would also be a certain adoption and adaptation to the unique specificity of that applied situation in which that policy is o be given its outreach, etc. But such adaptive difference needs to be spelt out as an additional commentary on that policy statement). (634)

{1.3}
Meta-Textualism considers the utilization of genres and associated types of con-texts (where a certain degree of Outreach is hypothetically proposed). In instances of innovation we find conventional genres as their basis with minor incremental processes of re-direction that re-constitute the ensuing complex in an innovative direction. Hence our interest in genres and con-texts when closely examining an innovative complexion. (635)


W.r.t. privatization, a governmental organized operation is contractually encapsulated in a legal instrument that transfers ownership and control to a commercial organization in part or in whole. Such rebadging can be viewed as innovative. Normally, such a transfer is evaluated and valued, and, a certain proportion of such value is transferred in some form or other; be that in part or in whole, or, symbolically traded with obligations in some other form (such as debt, promises, swapping of other assets, etc.) be that in part or in whole. (636)

{1.4}
Evidence uses accurate accounts to date and those projected, upon the basis of such evidence (coupled with forms of modelling that be accepted as reasonable and productive of a range of expectations that would normally be accepted), in order to form a qualified, realistic account of potential overall income and expenditures along with associated projected profits and/or losses. Such a transparent, official business plan, constructed for public dissemination, should be situated in short-term, medium-term and long-term horizons in order to determine to what extent the public would more than likely pay less or pay more for its products, services and/or modes of informational delivery. That, by such means, arguments based on such a projected reality can be run and evaluated in order to demonstrate to what extent the public good is preserved over those same horizons. (637)


Such an evidential and realistic approach should be able to be used by both experts and the public wishing to enquire as to what advantages and/or disadvantages might accrue form the enaction of such a scheme (and in the process weed out fraudulent schemes where privatization ceases to suitably serve the public at large). (638)

{1.5}
‘Outreach’ is a shortened code for ‘outreach, uptake and outcome’. The implementation of any policy should have a planned or envisaged outreach, i.e., those communities and persons who will potentially or actually be both reached and possibly affected, in either positive, negative or neural terms of reference, by the implementation of such a policy. ‘Uptake’ is the actual number of persons who either avail themselves of that policy program and/or who are co-opted into such a program. ‘Outcome’ assesses in real time, retrospectively and/or prospectively the success or otherwise of that policy uptake in terms of the articulated intentions that directed the political thematization of that same policy directive. (639)


E.g., in the running of a program for a certain form of childhood inoculation the formulation of such a policy should be able to note the approximate number of children that fall within its requirements be that requirement mandatory or otherwise. Then, accurate figures, best collected in real-time, should be to hand and in the public arena in order to determine to what extent that population is collectively immunized. Outcome noting to what extent that level of immunization is actually in evidence, etc. (640)


In planning a process of privatization, outreach needs to note to what extent the public has or does not have a certain degree of choice to participate or not to participate, and, to what extent that choice is best enacted, mandated or not mandated, before or after that process of privatization. The percentage of outreach taken up is be determined and treated both differentially and/or through integration. I.e., through direct promotion and/or indirect promotion, etc. (641)

{1.6}
‘Renormalization’ is a shortened code for ‘competitive renormalization’ wherein too little competition (from a monopoly or cartel or similar) or too much competition (at the expense, say, of a decent living wage, e.g.) is to be brought back into line with social norms as found and formed within traditional expectations, etc. Such a reformation program is to be enacted between the extremes of commercial over-entitlement and private under-entitlement, etc. (642)


A neo-liberal tendency to favour large competitive enterprises seeking expansion ultimately ends in monopolies and/or single market dominant multi-nationals. In that environment of non-competition, costs and rents could and will most likely be charged at a higher level (and, in effect, taxing the public beholden to such monopolization, etc.). Now, if a neo-liberal emasculation of the union movement has left the wages and conditions of workers exposed to the self-entitlement of the business world then it may well be the case that those who represent such commercial concerns are more than likely, over time, to not honour such previously held expectations. Similarly, too much competition can also drive down prices to such a level, eventually, that will just undermine the stability of the market in question given that such modest margins for profit, if at all, may well signal the death knell of that commercial party with no financial room to move should markets conditions even hint at heading in an adverse direction for that company, etc. In effect, competition should not be the sine qua non of a marketplace nor the mere survival of businesses operating in such an environment. Rather, just as individuals have to cooperate with each other, so, too, must businesses (and nations) likewise. Correctly, such an environment is a ‘healthy’ one, metaphorically, when competition is overseen to run in such a manner that is neither too competitive nor too non-competitive; nor as well, for that matter, in any anti-competitive manner. (643)


In regard to an envisaged process of privatization, this aspect of competitive renormalization should be seriously reviewed in the light of the above. But, such a properly conducted review, publicly disseminated, can also work to the advantage of that business concerned, venturing on such privatization, by ensuring that profitability is not too drastically reduced through both an exposure to too much competition; be that locally and/or globally, and in the light of restrictions that may or may not be imposed by government on the transition to that commercial venture. (644)

{1.7}
‘Qualified Cost-Benefit’ is a shortened expression for the ‘suitable conducting of a cost-benefit analysis qualified by other pragmatic and non-pragmatic aspects or facets that would also need to be taken into a systematic form of an account in order to properly assess the true social costs and true socials benefit of such a re-direction in policy settings (say, in a critical form of scrutiny conducted from a de-ontological sphere, or, from an environmental perspective, or, from a regulatory4position, or, from a compactual point of view, etc.). (645)


In privatization, a cost-benefit analysis is a good place to start for such critical scrutiny since if it were to fail at this level in our considerations then that commercial scheme should be suspended if not abandoned. Although a good place to start, for the reason supplied, it must never be the last place given a crucial need to be open to other forms of critique, cost-benefit impairment, etc. Such qualifications should be able to be discovered and discerned in the further applying of this overall scheme, say, in ordered explorations, consequentialism, differentiation, integration, etc. (646)

{1.8}
Pro-Equitableness is concerned by the consequences such a policy has on matters of equity. In effect, does this policy impinge on matter dealing with mis-equity? Are those consequences positive and reduce inequity in some or all of its forms, or, does such a policy add to this current trend for mis-equity as it appears in most mature democracies? E.g., in Australia, the recent cutting back of penalty rates for certain workers on Sunday, in my opinion, is retrogressive in this regard. This sector of the economy, affected by this neo-liberally influenced decision brought down by the so-call Fair Work Commission, is mostly staffed by young people of whom a greater proportion are women; a class of worker already discriminated against in terms of both age and gender. Consequently, adding to mis-equality for such a sector. On the other hand, the vague belief that more jobs will be created would be difficult to quantify let alone prove. Past evidence would indicate that any suggestion of an improvement is barely worth the losses sustained by those previously better compensated workers. The exception here, of course, is that the employers of such a workforce obviously stand to create better profits without having to do any additional thing in their work places. Even some form of an enforced quid pro quo, often touted lately, as if people do not believe such a policy would work otherwise; where wage reductions are met with an increased uptake of worker employment would be hard to legislate for and even more difficult to seek compliance with in the light of the ideological aspirations evinced in the dissemination of this type of policy. Therefore, perhaps, policies should also be viewed as potential agents of influence in a pre-conditional return to a greater pro-equitableness sense of social ‘fairness’. (647)


In the light of the above, it would make great political-economic sense to review policies overseeing processes of privatization in order to assess whether their non-virtual enactment contributes a positive, negative and/or neutral complexion in terms of a pro-equitableness. (648)

{1.9}
An ‘ordered appreciation’ is a ‘technical process of review that focuses on six distinctive types of valuational formation and where such e/valuation, both individually and collectively, allows us to re-evaluate the full social impact of such conventional redirection and innovative re-direction of policies’. (649)


In an order analysis, w.r.t. privatization, e.g., the overall impact of such a policy re-direction needs to be carefully evaluated and valued in terms of its overall impact and, therein and thereby, determine if such ordered strands either support that policy or relatively de-stabalize the same should it be allowed to operate. (650)

{1.10}
‘Differentiation’ is the comparative exploration of a certain state of affairs in order to assess, to what extent and in what manner, if valuational formation has been either positively, negatively and/or neutrally altered over the course of that time interval being experienced and/or simulated in the course of such e/valuation. In this regard, we observe the creation, preservation, etc., of such associated valuational formation. In other words, we seek to differentiate to what extent a harmonization of influences is being more successfully or less successfully enacted. (651)


In this regard, an intended process of privatization should be scrutinized in order to ascertain, to what extent and in what manner, it either better harmonizes that social setting or otherwise. In the latter, such privatization should not be allowed to operate. On the other hand, if the situation overall is harmonically amplified and enriched, such pre-conditions and conditionings persisting, then such privatization should be allowed to commence and/or re-continue. (652)

{1.11}
Integration is an assessment of the integrity of that under such scrutiny in order to ascertain the existential impact of such a conventional process of policy redirection and/or innovative policy re-direction. (653)


In the context of a process of privatization, integrity of that program, its processes and its participants, is measuring, in effect, the overall harmonization of that project in question. This existential impact or resident degree of harmonization is also to be seen as being equal to the existential difference or existential excess or surplus of valuational formation realized through the enactment of such as application, being, in this context, a process of privatization that, for once, actually improves the overall, pro-relational quality of our interactions with others. E.g., a government run museum is chosen for privatization but in such a manner that that private company has decided to make that venture pay through subsidiary activities like running a book shop, a café, educational courses for both children and adults, exhibitions, conferences, etc., and, at the same time, it scraps an entrance fee previously charged when run by that government. Soon, hopefully, that institution finds that its visitor numbers rise by several orders of magnitude and that that institution discovers a better sense of self-integrity given this re-configuration of its contractual-compactual interactions. (654)

{1.12}
‘Consequentialism’ is a shortened expression for a thoroughly conducted ‘consequential analysis ‘. In effect, incorporating and transcending the best of a (qualified) cost-benefit analysis and ordered analysis, etc. A critical form of review that looks at the consequences of enactions, through noting both commissions and omissions, in order to determine the differential and integral changes in harmonization from a pro-relational, inter-subjectively embedded perspective, etc. In such active scrutiny, evidentially based representations are reviewed and explored through a lens of both non-virtual and virtual simulations in order to assess the likely impact of a mix of intentional consequences, mis-intentional consequences, unintentional consequences, non-intentional consequences; and whatever else is relevant, etc. (655)


In initiating a process of privatization, the impact of such a transition needs to be properly addressed (and redressed) in order to fully assess, to that degree possible, the consequence of such transitional-translations and transitional-transformations. (656)


Now let me re-introduce the other headings of this Subliminal Checklist and briefly note miscellaneous salient points for consideration. (658)

{2}
Excessive demands for deregulation and the ideological neo-liberal insistence on such a process along with its enaction, all too often, is an indication that that adverse type of mindset is insisting ‘that it should be business as normal’. However, fortunately, but perhaps being too optimistic in this regard, this creeping corporatization of government is being seen for what it is – as an ever-expanding economic or commercial takeover of the political sphere, etc. A takeover that is primarily motivated by both power and profit. However, a healthy dialectical position of balance should be the preferred default in this regard. (656)


Regulation is a two-edged sword – too little regulation is a bad thing given the propensity of human nature to preference our own interests at the expense of others and the state (as the representative of others), and, too much regulation, given our propensity for proliferation, equally, can be a bad thing for a variety of reasons from proffering contradictory positions that can be exploited to the hampering of direct commercial concerns, as well as poorly representing the public at large, etc. As in all things, a finely tuned balance is to be much preferred. (659)


When talk of the repealing of certain regulations is in the air, or, certain interests are attempting to promote more regulation, then, let us serious ask, both rhetorically and as potential activists, “regulation by whom for whom, and, who are the most likely winners or losers in such a re-writing of the regulatory landscape in question?” (660)

{3}   
Non-Interventionalism in the observance, more often noted through omission that commission, that governmental intervention called for by the public at large, or would be called for if that public at large were better informed is noted to be absence, lacking, perhaps just avoided and not even discussed. (661) 

This inactivity could be the result of various reasons – from political paralysis to opportunism; from the distortion of donations to a desire by upper political management to avoid any potentially damaging revelations that might be revealed through closer forms of political scrutiny. This absence of such active, positive enaction, that should be existentially called for in the pro-relational promotion of its associated relational enrichment, is to be seen in a government that is reluctant to act when it is morally apparent
 that it should be its duty to do so. In a neo-liberal context, it is often indicative of a government, beholden to such an ideology, that it will also be relatively poor on compliance (even in the formulation of regulations, which as laws, should entail their necessary compliance, for, otherwise, such legislation is wasting the time of all parties concerned). In truth, we are known through the nature of our enactions, i.e., in both what we do and in what we don’t do (and should have done). (662)

{4}   
De-Taxation, as a political-economic concept, is often seen and heard in the magical call to “cut taxes” despite a public more keen than ever to avail themselves of the products, services, modes of information and institutions orchestrated directly and/or indirectly by governmental investment. ‘Tax’ and ‘taxation’ are also emotive expressions for a number of reasons. People do not like having to pay tax, which is understandable, but, even more so, do not like to have to pay additional tax which is also quite understandable. A tax refund, then, surprisingly, is often seen as something to be greeted with pleasure despite the fact that that tax authority is merely returning some of the money that they had already taken, given, apparently, that they can be seen as having taken too much in the first place. (663)

However, in either a neo-liberal context and/or a populist context, this relatively unfunded or poorly funded call for a reduction in taxes is uttered for a number of reasons that will be more ideological and/or political in orientation. Presented as simple slogans, such calls all too often appeal to our baser instincts, to our prejudices and to a metaphorical manipulation where we are invited to resuscitate a long list of stereotypical positions, like e.g., wastage of tax monies, welfare to the underserving, that the deserving are being exploited, etc., and so… a series of recycled myths that, all too often, have little basis in political-economic reality… but run well in the fevered imaginations fed by demagogues whose real political interests lie elsewhere. As for committed neo-liberalists they are either the witting messengers or unwitting dupes of those who all to often seek to manipulate the political-economy to their own ends. (664)


In this Contemporary era, cutting the level of taxation to fund a small(er) government is a dangerous idea like ‘pulling teeth from a snake’. Something that is both dangerous and impossible (and, therefore, not worth even trying to do let alone think about). On the other hand, a government seeking a better level of efficiency and effectiveness with limited resources is another matter. These two types of consideration should not be confused. All to often such ‘reforms’ are announced in the name of ‘better efficiency and effectiveness’ but, often, under this respectable form of cover, the ensuing situation can be quite the opposite. (665)

{5}   
Pro-Austerity is a doctrine with both a ‘good face’ and a ‘bad face’. With a good face, ‘austerity’ is something that should be practiced all the time in order to observe both better efficiency and effectiveness as well as fully enacting those obligations that should be discharged. Our resources are always limited (although for the very wealthy this more a matter of degree). Such an attitude should help us, and our representatives, to better manage those resources given the imperatives and priorities of government that must all call upon those same resources. Such an attitude can also have a bad face when austerity is called for when political-economic common sense might suggest, in times of a recession or depression, that well-directed and well-timed fiscal stimulus might be a better alternative. (666)


A government budget is not a household budget although common principles apply to both. Reckless spending is a recipe for disaster in both cases, but, to insist on a balanced budget in times of an economic downturn may well merely inflict even more suffering, for a longer period of time, on the members of that political economy. Of course, budgets should be balanced over the economic cycle. Moreover, preparation for the proverbial famine times should be anticipated and enacted in times of plenty. Failing that, fiscal rectitude is better recommenced when an economy is recovering without killing that recovery, etc. (667)


A neo-liberal vision of austerity is an ideological prescription for its blanket instantiation when evidence and research often call for a different approach. One motive for its invocation is often to enact, through the pressure of less resources, covert spending cuts (that will further promote the hardship and suffering of those on a landscape of increasing inequality and social inequity, etc.).  (668)

{6}   
Mis-Equitization is the concept off non-relative, differential inequitableness within and between socio-economic demographic strata. I.e., to put this more simply, how the one percent of the top one percent, in terms of the receipt of income, etc., are receiving a much greater share of the economic pie versus the inverse commensurate disenfranchisement and disempowerment of all other sectors, especially those who are situated in the lowest strata. In this regard, the incremental, collective promotion of neo-liberal policy settings has accelerated this process of ongoing inequality. (669)


A prime example of such inequitable redistribution is the recent passing of tax cuts by the US government as promoted by President Trump.
 Although cleverly badged as a Middle Class, tax cut it is the top one percent that score nearly eighty-four percent of that money being returned. At the same time, tax cuts for the Middle Class are designed to expire in 2025. How much do the top one percent of this socio-economic spectrum expect to see returned to them after 2025? Eighty-three percent!
 (670)

 
Commentators have also noted that imminent, accelerated increases in health care; of which a large percentage of that increase has been engineered by Trump, are destined to quickly wipe out much if not of all of that refund. So much for a tax refund when, for other than the extremely wealthy, it is a bit like squeezing a lemon already well-squeezed for a few extra bitter drops.
 (671)

Traditionally, when the socio-economic ‘pie’ is growing, it is not judged as ‘inequitable’ for those who receive more to receive even more. As long as everyone gets to share in that increase through some form of fair distribution. There is a general belief in society that some degree of social fairness should prevail and that everyone should get to gain a somewhat larger share of that expanded pie. However, the link between profits and a certain fraction of the same being retuned in increased wages, as trend, has continued to decline;
 especially in those political-economies that have had a decrease in union membership, a reduction in the power of unions, reduced worker representation in decision making, etc. In essence, in those economies more exposed to the further entrenchment of neo-liberal oriented policy settings, etc., such inequality continues, inadvertently and/or advertently, to be promoted in the light of the prevalence and dominance of such attitudes. (672)

{7}   
Downsizing in a business that once traditionally occurred when profits considerably dropped or were predicted to do so for whatever reason or reasons.
 A company cannot run a budgetary deficit for too long a period. Today, this practice of ‘downsizing’, more often than not, has been given a neo-liberal meaning where episodic redundancies are seen as tool in the CEO’s toolkit to improve the so-called ‘bottom line’. I.e., this periodic process is invoked in an attempt to improve overall profitability through an imputed improved degree of efficiency. However, such a process is further subverted by the fact that bonuses for executives in a company are usually linked to this semblance of profitability and efficiency even though over the long-term the regular laying off of staff may well be damaging the effective and viability of that company over the longer-term. Such a short-sighted practice mistreats the staff of that type of business as a commodity rather than as an asset. Staff possess a memory of how that company has managed its affairs over a longer period of time than if staff were merely hired and fired for short periods of time. For staff to successfully function effectively they need to be well-trained and valued by that company. A demoralized work force does not function well. If staff are continually anticipating one more imminent restructuring of their work force they well look elsewhere before this inevitable event is allowed to reoccur when the staff, once again, are little more than numbers in a lottery subjected to some form of job decimation… (673)


With the advent of new forms of work and the demise of many traditional forms of employment, redundancy will also take place when and where people will be replaced by machines, expert systems, robots, automation, driverless cars and the like. It is an imperative of the political-economic world to ensure that for every person made redundant that there is a replacement job for such a person commensurate with their previous skills, or, that they can obtain suitable training for a real job replacement, or, be extended some form of equitable compensation such as a universal or basic income, or similar, etc. (674)


For whatever reason or reasons, redundancy is not a process that should be entered into merely to improve a company’s bottom line. A well-run business should value its workers and only invoke such a process as a last resort. The quantity of work done may well be measured, but, a more important indicator is that of the quality of work performed. In this regard, a happy workforce is more likely to function more efficiently and more effectively, and v.v. (675)

{8}
‘De-Servicing’ is my expression for ‘reducing the size of the civil service through enforced redundancies, a proclaimed focusing on small government (even if contradicted in fact), and so’. Such policies being in tune with neo-liberal ideology but often not in harmony with the political reality of mature democracies where there are simultaneous calls for more governmental involvement, a de facto larger government, etc. (676)


Such de-servicing has a role to play in observing both efficiency and effectiveness given that it is also true that human nature is such that it will proliferate patterns of behaviour that previously have been deemed worthwhile even if the excessive duplication of such performances will eventually prove to be counter-productive. E.g., let us say on a certain level of government that a user-pays philosophy is being rigorously pursued and that every time a member of the public has to seek some form of governmental information, a particular form, some kind of permission or permit, etc., it must pay an entrance fee in order to enter that particular governmental department. At the door of each such department stands two persons representing security (and ensure people pay this entrance fee) and one person sitting behind a desk who will collect that fee and issue you with an obligatory ticket of entrance. What a wonderful scheme to get more people employed, but, now every ‘departmental doorway’ will now cost the government over $150,000 per year, say, in order to collect any revenue from the instituting of this user-pays philosophy. Obviously, this whole revenue collecting approach would also be better ‘privatized’ and professionally run by a team of management who must also supervise courses of training for both security personal and ticket collecting personal. Moreover, there is no need to institute a simple blanket charge for all services as some are more complex than others and so we will also need a policy division to seriously calculate what those various departments should charge; along with yearly increases. Then, for the sake of efficiency, why not include this division as being responsible for the collection of all other forms of fee collection besides that of just entrance fees. As a result, we have one more institution that can justify its existence on the grounds of some ideological idea and the monies collected, etc. The point being made here is this that it is true that through proliferation there arises a frequent need to counter the same, but, such downsizing needs to be practically based and not ideological rooted in some theoretically induced semblance of a reality-based set of needs. Forms of proliferation need to be frequently addressed but the reasons for such proliferation are better assessed as they stand rather than through the distorting prism of some pre-constructed   lens that rewrites reality in its own image. (677)


The need to oversee both efficiency and effectiveness notwithstanding, the mindless quest for small government is more often than not counter-productive for a vast variety of reasons indicated elsewhere.
 (678)

{9}
Pseudo-Compliance is the creation of legislation with little or no thought for either oversight and suitable forms of compliance. (679)


E.g., in Sydney we have a number of businesses like corner stores, pizza restaurants, many ethnic restaurants, etc., a large number which have recently been exposed in the traditional print media as not paying the minimum wage, not registering their employees with the tax department, not paying superannuation into some superannuation scheme, not paying penalty rates for weekends and holidays, insisting on the working of long hours, etc. Compliance in this type of employment would be very easy to see observed if the authorities were merely to interview the owners of these premises and then just fine them for all forms of non-compliance in such matters. Very soon, I am sure, considerable compliance by employers would be entered into; especially if the fines and other penalties, etc., were of such a quantum that the minds of such employer’s then felt in their better interests to fully comply with such regulations. Such widespread negligence in this type of matter almost suggests that a succession of governments preferred to overlook this aspect of the market where the true or real cost of labour was kept below the legislated minimum wage through such non-compliance? Practically, corruption by default, or, at the very least, a neo-liberal attitude put into practice by business at the expense of its less powerful employees. Effectively, an imposition of power over the less powerful in a ‘democratic’ country where government should be there to oversee the welfare of all its peoples regardless of power relations, ethnicity, gender, age, sexual orientation, disabilities, education or a lack thereof, etc! (680)

{10}
Hyper-Compensation, etc., is a category in this Subliminal Checklist that means excess wage disparities from the over-compensated (with an effect wage or salary many times that received by an average worker in that same type of vocation) or to the under-compensated (where such people have to survive on an income that is below the minimal cost of living considered to be adequate for such a person or family). (681)


E.g., how should people view a CEO who earns, overall, about twenty-five million Australian dollars last year, who runs a company that has paid no tax in ten years, and, has just had an annual turnover or revenue last year, 2017, of around 15.5 billion dollars? On the other hand, the shareholders who bought into that company a number of years ago may think this to be a relatively cheap bargain given that this same CEO has brought the company from a loss of 2.843 billion in 2014 to a profit of 0.793 billion in 2017. Ultimately, all is relative, but, we must wonder how certain CEOs get to be paid earnings that are hundreds of times above the average earning of their staff and yet, at the same time, seem to be adding little real value to that same company? On the other hand, hopefully, for the sake of employees and shareholders, they are not overseeing dramatic loses. 
(682)

{11}
De-Unionization can occur through both active and passive policies or practices that lend themselves to a reduction in the overall degree of union representation. Such policies could be obstacles put in the path of union membership, etc., legislation radically scoping the effective power of unions, business practice that actively discourage union membership, etc. (683)


Without checks and balances, sensible legislation, suitable forms of compliance, etc., businesses would still be dangerously adulterating our food as in the Victorian era where the food for the work classes all too often had alum in the bread, water and chalk in milk, lead chromate in mustard, and, copper sulphate and lead acetate in wine… to just indicate a few of these harmful practices. The point being made here is that unions, or something of an equivalent force, as representatives for the workers, that employers and capital did and would have still treated the workplace in a similar non-existential, in authentic fashion. However, the mutualization of an economy, through greater degrees of existential enrichment, will and must eventually make for a richer economy, all things going well, for all parties concerned; both those directly involved and indirectly connected given that such business economies must also operate within the overall economy of the political-economy. (684)


Without adequate representation of the workers, businesses will assert their ‘rights’ at the expense of the ‘rights’ of the relatively disenfranchised and disempowered. A previous, healthy sense of a balance could be put back in place through the establishment of a representative union structure or the governmental institution of an independent union body to oversee compensation, etc. Even governmental oversight could achieve a similar end through sensible and suitable legislation and the enforcement of compliance with such legislation once enacted although it would be much more preferable to have a collective of persons better able to directly deliberate on such matter and enable such legislation. It may well be that in a democracy that exempts non-minor, non-identified and non-personal donations, etc., and, sets out to increase levels of transparency, accountability and responsibility, etc., might not need such oversight in the first place. However, until a general, honest, existentially oriented tenor runs through society more deeply in the meantime we must persist with those institutions, legislation, customs and conventions that proffer a better sense of balance in the course of their moving through this same political-economy. (685)


Neo-liberal proponents usually do not have much time for unions and similar as such institutions are regarded as impeding competition which they would prefer to preference. However, as just indicated, greater economic richness, i.e., enrichment, is realized only through an improved mutualization of relations between the relevant parties, and, when and where, an overall balance is instituted that is also conducive to an expansion of economic growth. (686)

{12}
Pro-Competition notes that the conclusion of a such a preference is market monopolization by a single company or by an effective cartel, and/or, a company becoming a trans-national entity (with an ultimate transference of allegiances beyond the original country/political-economy of origin… with or without monopolization of that international marketplace). (687)


As a neo-liberal policy preference it overlooks the fact that enaction necessitates cooperation; preferably through co-operation rather than co-option, and, where enactive success is usually achieved through an increased mutualization of that set of interactions; i,e, through an existentialization of interaction. Existentially oriented ‘mutualization’ is indicated through the apparent richness of ongoing harmonic resolution entered into by the parties concerned. Competition for competition’s sake is destructive of relationships. Any policy that promotes competition without suitable modes of resolution is either stillborn, defective and/or destructive and deadly (i.e., de-constructive of a pro-relational richness and its to-be-anticipated relational enrichment). Without ongoing incremental relational enrichment a relationship will no longer wax but wane (in a consumption of its own capital. (688)


E.g., without unions or reasonable worker representation, in a marketplace dominated by employer initiated competitiveness and ruled by a lack of compliance with regulation already ‘in force’ the real cost of wages will drop. However, an economy is a process of mutual and non-mutual investment and forms of reciprocity… and should that be absent then the economy will effectively shrink and all parties will be worse off and/or less well off than they could have been. There is no point having all the money and nothing to buy, and v.v., i.e., everything to sell and no buyers, etc. (689)


The implicit point here, in reply to an inevitable critique, is not that growth for growth’s sake is to be preferred, rather, growth through ongoing mutual enrichment of both self and other is to be that which should be focused upon and not growth per se. It is true this planet has limited resources, but, how they can be mutually re-configured is without limitation (other than the limitedness of our own being as we interact both with our own selves and with others). Or, more simply, mutual enrichment (as a quality) is to be preferred rather than being self en-riched (as a quantity)… although, even more correctly, in our circuses we need both bread and music so to speak…. (690)

{13}
Pro-Markets is an expression indicating a belief, not without some basis, that the markets, in due course, will supply everything we need… (691)


It is where such a belief, in practice breaks down, that should alert us to the dangers of this lazy laissez-faire doctrine. Markets can find their own equilibria and those points of dynamic balance may not be to our liking (as when The Great Depression settled in and may well have become the new norm had not The Second World War intervened. But, regardless of whether this interpretation, as an analogy, is a better reading or not the point still holds that re-directed through chaotic points of bifurcation new equilibria can be reached that may not be so desired or desire at all. Furthermore, markets would rather cherry-pick more profitable points of entry and overlook less profitable points of entry. Indeed, the latter are often points of exit. In other words, the market cannot deliver everything that is desired and will naturally gravitate towards those imperative that pay better. To get the market to deliver products, services and modes of informational delivery beyond the natural preference of its preferred imperatives the rules need to be rewritten in the form of directives, imposts, obligatory requirements, subsidies, a dilution of profits, a redirection of profits, etc. (692)


Markets are also notorious, like life, in their inability to perfectly mix and match information; i.e., fulfil aspirations with the greatest of effectiveness and efficiency in a matching of desires for products, etc., with those same products, etc. An impossible feat to fulfil in absolute terms given that people can never absolutely know their own minds and resolve the contests between competing imperatives, narratives, expectations, sacrifices, anticipated consequences, etc. (693)

{14}
Short-Termism is an expression that indicates horizons of expectation and anticipation are over the short-term and not much longer (given that many enterprises should be overseen over the longer-term and continually re-invested in, like, e.g., infrastructure, etc.). (694)


In many of our political-economies we find an economic system, as a prospect, that rewards short-term projects rather than longer-term programs. The current neo-liberal consensus is such a type of configuration that it will reward short-term success even if in retrospect it were to be deemed a relative failure. The classic example being governments concentrating on short-term so-called ‘efficiency dividends’ by instituting a de-servicing of the civil service but then having to re-employ the same redundant workers, or others, as more expensive consultants, etc. (695)

{15}
Non-Consequentialism is allied to short-termism to the extent longer-term consequences are not suitably anticipated, but, that this type of an approach also spills over to short-term horizons as well. (696)


E.g., a policy that promotes the use of the car in a city at the expense of rail and other forms of mass transit promotes the building of highways at the expense of alternative forms of transport. More cars will mean more traffic congestion and more petrol driven cars must mean more pollution. Pollution has a human cost in the form of a need for increased health care. There is also a social cost of having people driving in congested traffic and having less time to spend in lives outside the times of their employment, etc. It could well be that the apparent, immediate, positive aspects of both a focused cost-benefit analysis and limited consequential analysis conducted within the primary relationship/s in question could have considerably greater negative costs when wider terms of reference are exercised. (697)


Neo-liberalism is very successful at only focusing on the perceived, and sometimes mis-conceived, competitive advantages that flow from change, disruptive or otherwise, when cast only in positive terms of reference. E.g., a tax cut is a ‘wonderful thing desired by everyone’ but, still, government could not proceed without incurring a cost that will need to be paid for eventually in some form or other. (698)

{16}
Super-Innovation is that type of approach where change is invoked, often for the sake of change, without due thought of consequences, etc. (699)


Like, e.g., the introduction of computerized systems that are not properly thought through and will be deemed, sooner or later, as not fit for purpose. Sometimes an evolving approach may well be more cost effective rather than a complete revolutionary transplant. On the other hand, the discontinuity between competing systems or a replacement of systems might just need to be better thought through. In this regard, political-economic transparency, accountability and responsibility may well be the best form of oversight in this regard (assuming that innovation is not being driven by the covert machinations of a donations driven political system!). (700)

{17}
Denigration is one aspect of a pro-competitive environment that over stresses an individualism over social cooperation. (701)


The all-pervasive covert, if not sometimes overt, denigration of pensioners, unemployed persons, people with disabilities, etc., should not be allowed to be expressed on any official governmental level. We are all so-called ‘lifters and leaners’ at various time, and, some of us can be both at the same time such as e.g., those carers on a carers’ pension, etc. (702)


Society is as only civilized as the care it extends to the most needful of people that should be in its care. (703)

{19}
Globalization is the commercial outsourcing of product production, service delivery and/or the accessing of modes of informational storage and processing on a trans-national basis. (704)


Globalization is a two-edged sword that can deliver cheaper costs to both companies and customers, but, may well do so through trading wages and conditions in one country for the reduced wages and unacceptable conditions in another. (705)


An over competitive neo-liberal attitude to globalization concentrates usually on a greater profitability through lower cost inputs achieved at the expense of those workers in a more regulated market being swapped for those workers exposed to a less regulated marketplace. (706)


In all of this, a win-win situation should be incrementally striven for where all parties are to find themselves progressively better off, or, at least, not so well off as they were or currently are. (707)

{20}
Hyper-Valuation is an over-preoccupation with financially oriented inputs (through increased charges to the public) and outputs (with a diminishment in services) with an undue over-emphasis on the conservation and meta-conservation of profits at the expense of quality of performance, giving good value for money, establishing a good reputation, long term profitability, etc. (708)


A prime example of this neo-liberal practice is to be found in the health insurance industry where premiums will forever rise and/or a diminishment in services is continually being re-offered… in an endeavor to not only conserve profits but meta-conserve their growth as well. In effect the public is not only being ‘taxed’ but that tax is also subjected to an additional tax hike. Such increased costs for the public are born when competition is not properly disseminated in a comparable format, when there is no true competition through monopolies or pseudo monopolies effecting acting as cartels, through the inertia or non-churning of customers moving to another insurer, etc. (709)

{21}
Corporatization is the neo-liberally inspired phenomenon of overseeing the increased commercialization of the world through a contractual colonization of the compactual world, through an outsourcing of governmental functions, regulatory capture, and so on, etc. (710)


E.g., the (mis)use of public spaces for councils, etc., in order to make money through renting the same, or through some other form of commercial exploitation such as the sale of that land, etc. E.g., through de-servicing of the civil service. E.g., getting tax legislation written by an accountancy firm or a group of accountancy firms, and, getting the same to both supervise and enforce such regulations, etc. (711)

{22}
Hyper-Monetization is the putting of a monetary value on all things, rightly or wrongly, and not appreciating the real, lived-value of anything. (712)


It is all very well to say that a certain national park can be given a certain value in x dollars when it could never be reduced to such a valuation given, hopefully, that such a park is never sold (and commercialized beforehand or thereafter)! (713)


That we should recognize, in the view of our current imperatives, that in a certain time period we might value more one behaviour over some other, still, value can be recognized without our having to reduce the same to some quantified amount. (714)

{23}
Disempowerment is the external de-empowerment of an individual from the perspective of a certain life-world, whereas, in contrast, disenfranchisement is the de-empowerment of an individual within the ambit of their associated life-world in question. Both facet, essentially, co-occur to varying degrees. (715)

In a neo-liberal perspective, disenfranchisement is sometimes engineered in the mistaken belief that people find a greater freedom if they have to compete, are made to depend on their own resources, etc. But a real freedom, paradoxically, can only be found through others given that it is only through others that all our intentional aspirations must seek to be realized despite the limitations of our own resources, the limited resources of others and the mutual resolution of imperatives that both we and others, together, have to both navigate around and negotiate over with-others, before-others, etc. (716) 

{24}
Anti-Welfare is a grudging recognition of a need for welfare whilst also disparaging individual members for being dependent upon the same (in line with Denigration, etc.). At the same time, treated as businesses, it is also happy to spend big on compensatory mechanisms (like prison, e.g.) that would have been less necessary if monies were better ‘invested’ in the former, i.e., the effective dispensation of suitable welfare. (717)


E.g., an anti-welfare approach takes a position, wittingly and/or unwittingly, that money is waisted when dispensed in that form, and, therefore, it not unreasonable to cut access for some to such services, defund such departments, slow cost of living increases, freeze all increases or just reverse the amount given per person, etc. (718)


As previously stated, use of this Subliminal Checklist, as a Third Manifesto, is to compliment and/or supplement our first two manifestoes; Striking Out (focusing on the political-economic) and Out Striking (focusing on the political sphere, and, noting a need for debate, discussing and preparing politically for forms of change, the dissemination of innovative ideas, etc.). (717

9)


The core of our first Two Manifestoes is centered around the circumscription of donations, the inscription of transparency, etc., the proscription of those measures that rectify mis-equality or mis-equity, and, the prescription of suitable forms of innovation (being observed within a conventional environment along with the critical need for its existentially oriented supervision). (720)


All too often the disparate coherencies of a neo-liberal philosophy are appealed to as a nostrum for our current ills in some form or other. A recent, oft’ echoed clarion call at this moment in time is for a cut in taxation to be instituted everywhere along the lines as just legislated by the current Republican administration in the US. But, let us not be like lemming all going over the same cliff? Let us try to speculate, through mental simulation, just what such policies truly means, in real terms, to that extent this is possible? Put simply, this call is for a wealth transfer to be arranged in the opposite direction to the way most wealth transfers are usually headed and should be heading, namely, down the socio-economic spectrum in support of those subjected to increasing inequality through temporal forms of mis-equity as already noted. Without such downward wealth-transfers, and an ensuing near perfect consumption of such funds, we would have an economy less able to expand, if at all, and one in which a recession, if not a depression and continual shrinkage is not impossible. Sadly, the people ever calling for such a social bonus to be given to the least deserving, are, themselves, often the very people with one hand out to receive such unnecessary largesse. Warren Buffet, who argued against such a wealth transfer to the rich, has reported that twenty-nine billion dollars of the increased value of the investment vehicle, Berkshire Hathaway, of sixty-five billion, for  2017, could be put down to this recent cut in the levels of taxation.
 Given a greater need of the working poor and those unable to get suitable employment and those not able to be employed, and so on, it is despicable that such a wealth transfer has been steamrolled through Congress, the Senate and the White House (with an array of glitches and oversights now coming to light given that few, if any, were able to completely understand what was entailed in such complex legislation). Of course, the market is all-knowing (and all-caring) and, no doubt, will arrange and oversee that a needed proportion of that 1.5 trillion in this wealth transfer will be re-headed towards those who stand in greater need in this marketplace.
 However, it would have been more efficient to have those needed funds channeled through those governmental institutions, etc., charged with such a redistribution. If such tax cuts were really directed towards a policy of jobs creation then why not just invest those unfunded funds directly in health, education, infrastructure, etc… hopefully, without fueling inflation!? (721)


Now, what does it mean to proffer a critique? In it philosophical sense what does it mean to be critical; invoking a denotative sense rather than a connotative sense (where personal animosities, all too often in this fraternity and others, can be concentrated and discharged to merely intensify that critique; be it validly or invalidly exercised in that overall performance of ostensive ‘philosophical’ argumentation). (722)


How do we navigate and negotiate this philosophical terrain given historical and contemporary cul de sacs from the endless and pointless controversies conducted between realists versus idealists, and allied cohorts like empiricists versus rationalists et al, to a bizarre variety of Postmodern gambits that have seeped into current ‘debates’, like e.g., alternative facts, parallel discourses, fluid identities, counter narratives, multiple histories, and so on? Where is this beacon of truth when we most need it to shine a critical light on those who disparage, say, the scientific method, or, can merely dismiss evidence, and, where powerful political figures can merely fabricate versions of the truth… to then just as happily deny their continuing assent when it suits the situational immediacy of their next sound-byte… and, still, not be called to task for being so dishonest, so fraudulent, so blatantly mendacious? (723)


A critical (transcendental-)phenomenologist can so easily dismiss the controversy between realist and idealists. Basically, all intentional thought processes can be represented as an intention towards the intentional object as its intentional objective (in this first sense of the intentional), and, that that intent is an intentional attitude towards this sense of an intentional objective (in a second sense of the intentional). We should not confuse these two senses, but, at the same time, observe that they are absolutely inter-dependent upon each other. I.e., as (absolute) correlatives! No intentional intent – no intentional object(ive), no intentional object(ive) – no intentional intent. Both aspects must co-occur since we cannot think either aspect as being absolutely apart from each other. I.e., relative difference without absolute difference! (724)


Now, to translate this intentional insight into a critical sledge hammer we merely note that the realist preferences the intentional object(ive), in some form or other, whilst de-privileging the intentional process in which that objective sense of the real(ity) is being thought and experienced. But, we cannot do that in any absolute sense. Similarly, we cannot just preference an intentional process of thought without also proposing an intentional objective towards which that thought is intended. So, the idealist is equally unable to preference the thought as a mere intentional process without its intentional objective. Recognizing the co-interdependence of these two senses of the intentional should put paid to this type of tennis match when someone might think they could absolutely preference one aspect and, at the same time, absolutely de-preference that other aspect. Such preferential treatment cannot be absolutely enacted because the absolute co-interdependency of these two senses are embedded in the very concept of the intentional itself. On the other hand, we can focus on one aspect in relatively limited terms of reference… as it seems to be the case that realists, generally, are by nature ‘detailists’ and idealists, generally, are ‘systematizers’ by nature. However, in deeper terms of reference we can also propose forms of correlativity between the same just as in an exploration of the hermeneutic circle we should find a necessary degree of co-interdependence between the analytical parts of the whole and their systematic incorporation within the apparent unity of that same whole. Just as, e.g., we can read letters in words and words in letter… and read individual letters in a collection of letters… (725)


Indeed, we can propose a necessary correlativity
 between these two senses of the intentional and argue that this intentional sense of a structural-function/functional-structure is at the root of all controversies… which, without such a deeper, co-relational perspective, can only remain as a series of pointless, ever recurrent, interminably self-reconstituting controversies without resolution… (726)


Now, I would argue that in most, if not all, historical controversies one party through preferential treatment ever tries to unwisely deny the reality of that other party, but, whose simultaneous existence is necessary in order to form such a preference in the first place. A preference that can never be thought first since a second has to be co-present in order to then retrospectively impute that so-called ‘first’ as preferentially different from that ‘second’ (that cannot be a temporal and/or spatial ‘second’). But, once this fictitious manoeuvre is constructed then, sadly, such pseudo-philosophers dig in, hurl lots of abuse at their eternal opposition, and wear their short-sighted preferences on their sleeves as if a badge of honour… when, truly, they should be ashamed to proclaim such unedifying nonsense and endless stupidity! (727)

With the roots of such historical controversies now dug up and duly dispatched how might we better approach contemporary dilemmas? Can the concept of the ‘critical’ be resurrected in such a manner that we can truly proffer a profitable critique; one that extends insight, is useful, can help us to successfully navigate around and negotiate through this deceptive fog of warring parties where ‘evidence’, ‘truth’, ‘cogency’, ‘facts’, ‘mere points of view’… all seem to merge and blend in this verbal mist of mere relativism? (728)

What is the phenomenological nature of being critical, and, through also invoking hermeneutical and existential forms of insight, just how might we go about the proffering of a successful critique? (729)


In being critical it would appear that we identity the reality of that to hand and then either approve of what is found to hand and/or disapprove of what is not found to be to hand. A primary school teacher, e.g., might say to a child, “your handwriting is very good, your spelling is excellent, and, you answered each of your mathematical questions with a right answer”. Certain standards are preset, and, this pupil’s work is found to fully meet the hopeful expectations of that teacher. (730)


This vision of the critical appears to have an embedded aspirational economy
 operating in that process of critique. Wittingly or unwittingly, that teacher thinks that child’s handwriting needs to conform to the standard type of handwriting being taught. Similarly, a perfect spelling would see no misplaced letters being written in the words chosen or dictated. And, in the mathematical part of this exam, whether it be a formal examination or not, the expected answers need to exactly conform to those answers as intended by the person or persons who wrote that exam. (731)


In going from the reality of that test or exam presented before that pupil, by their teacher, they then went on to complete that test by fulfilling the ideal expectations, as aspirations, embedded in its presentation. Moving from the reality of the test to the ideality of its successful fulfillment it is as if an aspirational economy is embedded in the very form of that test or exam. How do we get from the reality of the question or instructions to the explication of those aspirations embedded in the former? Through the necessary pragmatics of what it takes to successfully perform those sequential processes that help us to realize such aspirations. In this case those aspirations being achieved through successful handwriting, perfect spelling and supplying correct answers to those mathematical questions. (732)


One way to treat this path between the ‘real’ and ‘ideal’, the reality of the questioning of those instructed skills that pupil might possess and the hopeful demonstration of their existence, is to propose some sort of de-ontological difference (or drive). This pupil has been instructed in handwriting and, hopefully, ‘should’ be able to demonstrate such a skill when called upon to exhibited this level of proficiency. Indeed, this pupil has demonstrated that they have acquired this level of skill… with the implication that they had studied and studied well. They should be instructed, they should have been instructed, they were instructed as directed, and, this pupil, hopefully, should be able to demonstrate that they have profited from such instruction, should have studied such practice, and, indeed, should have acquired the ability to demonstrate they have sufficient mastery of that skill that should be able to be being examined… Such a pupil might be thought of as virtuous… having studied and studied well. In this regard, they have done their duty as a diligent student. (733)


Of course, having invoked an aspirational economy we must also invoke two other skills, namely, an ability to realistically appreciate the form of that test or exam, and, having acquired the pragmatics of what it took to master those skills being so expertly demonstrated in the successful completion of the same. (734)


As you must suspect, I am using this model of the test or exam as a way of coming to understand what might be meant in being ‘critical’, in being able to proffer a profitable critique. (735)


This element of the de-ontological ‘should’ seems to imply that we should be able to see the critical point of what is being set up to be seen in such a light. It is almost as if the critic is giving us a critical examination and assuming or hoping that we have the requisite skills to see the insightful point or points being conveyed through that critique? What might we be allowed to extrapolate from this tentative or provisional modeling? That a set of insightful points is being conveyed but rather than being merely indicated in a descriptive mode they have to be ‘seen’ in some form of a deduction, inference, interpolation, extrapolation, parallelism, etc. Moreover, we are set up with the indication of a certain frame of reference, as a genre of behaviour, which has to be suitably chosen by us and, then, correctly identified by them, and, against which, the data of the instructions must be understood. Then, almost in a process of metaphorical or analogical appreciation we ‘see’ the relationship between this set of data and the frame of reference in order to ‘see’ the relatively non-literal, metaphorical point/s being ‘conveyed’. (736)


How might I best exemplify the critical nature of this process? (737)


We could be philosophical and take a set of propositions argued for by one philosopher and get another philosopher, hopefully, to critically scrutinize the same. What might be entailed? What is expected here? We do not expect that second philosopher to say to the first philosopher “I have no time for you, and whatever you say is just going to be nonsense”. Obviously not being very critical in a denotative sense. The veracity and insightfulness of a set of propositions is quite independent of their author, although, on the other hand, a person who is not very philosophical would not be expected to produce such a rigorous set of arguments even if some of their arguments were and could be validly argued for. Essentially, to critically appreciate this set of arguments, these same arguments would need to be critically read quite apart from what one may think or not think about their author should such authorship be known. So, we inspect these arguments. We read them and then see if they are properly constructed semantically, are coherent sentences/propositions without contradictions, express a coherent philosophical argument where potential contradictions or incoherencies can be resolved, and, whether that overall argument is an integrated argument that could be cogently defended philosophically, etc. Quite a tall order… but, we persevere and mentally pass through these propositions and metaphorically weigh them, attempt to appreciate their net import or purport, both individually and collectively. Then, in appreciating their apparent degree of overall integrity we might then supply a series of critiques that further assess their ordered viability by noting first-order pre-essential integrity; second-order essential or aesthetic integrity; de-ontological implications; pragmatic implications; hermeneutic potentiality; and/or factual considerations… taking up whatever seems to be more relevant, i.e., that which appears to enrich valuational formation in the course of this process of complex philosophical scrutiny. We might also delve a bit deeper and expose the resident metaphors or, i.e., the implicated picture-tools that appear to be directing that text/s, the presiding rhetorical tropes (genres/con-texts of behaviour), the apparent point/s of insight that we are being setup to be ‘seen’ through some form of parallel, analogical symmetry/asymmetry, etc.
 (738)


A critique is also a critique that should also be able to be re-critiqued with either a confirmation of those insights already obtained and/or an obtainment of new insights… all able to be successfully re-iterated in an apparent reinforcement of such overall insightfulness. (739)


We could say, in effect, when sharing a certain set of insights, that we are proffering, to that other person, a test or exam in which we hope that other party will successfully be able to work their way through to reach a common point of understanding and alignment in that same regard. (740)


E.g., in the midst of a heatwave, in the center of an Australian city, I could mention to a friend that I can smell smoke. My friend sniffs the air and agrees with me, that, indeed, there is smoke. Then, I note that it smells ‘sweet and like eucalyptus oil’ and so it must be a bush-fire most likely burning far away from the center of that city. We note the direction of the breeze or wind and infer it must be coming from a direction we ascertain to be its probable point of origination. (741)


This analogy, as just noted, also suggests that a critique is very much like doing history in so far as we need (historical) facts, interpretations (of those facts in the formation of a ‘certain’ history), and, assessment/re-assessment/s of the cogency of those constructions (to be able to recount a certain history with a certain value for-us in being recounted [without, we might add, being laughed at if we were to merely explicate a rather tenuous conspiracy with little additional value to be gained through a retelling of its loosely inter-associated  dissemination]). (742)


Compared to a process of historical research, we can see the presentation of evidence as a confirmation and/or disconfirmation of those facts being utilized in that explication. Some facts are treated as rather basic or relatively fixed or fully predetermined in their mere explication. Other facts have to be discovered. Some facts remain merely as suppositions that are either viable or non-viable in the context of their utilization. E.g., in the writing of a science fiction novel, I might claim certain facts to be facts in that specific life-world. But, such ‘facts’ may well fail to make a transition to some other life-world be that world entertained non-virtually and/or virtually.
 (743)


With an appreciation of facts, we note how internally coherent such ideas may or may not be. Within an appreciation of the relevant con-text/s, etc., we attempt to ascertain to what extent and in what manner such facts can be treated as facts per se. (744)


The next level has us dealing with a hermeneutical frame of reference and dealing with maters of interpretation. The aspect of framing will decide for us or by us as to what facts will be deemed to be relevant; although such an evaluation may or may not be evidentially based. So, if we were to run a conspiracy, whether we recognized that as a conspiracy or otherwise, then if we are discussing the death of a certain individual then that individual’s death is more or less guaranteed as a fact for us (even if it were to be the case that they had not died as a matter of fact). On the other hand, in recounting this conspiracy to us and we accepted this fact that that person had died, then, this fact is also a fact for us. Indeed, for a conspiracy to have the veneer of reality, of actually being possibly true, it must possess some degree of such basic commonly accepted verification. However, it is also the case that often a religious philosophy, couched in some mythic-like structure acclaimed as true, and purported to be factual (even if internally contradictory and where such inconsistencies are not suitably harmonized or resolved) then some other form of ‘evidence’ has to be claimed via some other route like testimony, faith or revelation, etc. But, in divining the difference between an apparent conspiracy or a non-apparent conspiracy we need to determine the representation of those propositions is more put together ‘for us, by us’ rather than being found to have been co-associated for-us, by-us. What is this existential difference being indicated here, between, e.g., this ‘by us’ and ‘by-us’. What I am suggesting here is our ability, in critical judgment, to determine the extent a representational set of propositions appears to find itself self-glued together by-itself, for-us rather than being merely ‘glued’ together by us, for us. I.e., to what degree is the holistic value of that whole (set of presented representations) greater than the mere sum of its associated parts and to what degree, through re-iteration, is that existential surplus, in its apprent integrity, found to be re-iterable or re-presentable as such?
 (745)


In essence, an existential difference, as an existential surplus or existential excess of valuational formation (i.e., value, etc.) is such that a considerable difference has the greater power to glue the ‘for us’ together more as the for-us, etc. In the regard, we are experiencing a greater sense of an alignment of the apparent reality of our vision of reality within our more encompassing overall vision of reality. (746) 


This imputed transformation of the ‘for us’ as a more existentially oriented ‘for-us’ means that this simulation of reality has a greater reality of simulation. I.e., when applying a critique involving some form of graduated de-constructive pressure, an existentially at-home semblance of the ‘for-us’ is less inclined to disintegrate, fall apart, than the merely glued together ‘for us’ (as glued, more or less ‘by us’ or ‘by others’).
 (747)


So, if I am going to use this concept of an alignment we must ask an alignment of what (and/or whom) with what (and/or whom), or, an alignment between which identities, factors and/or aspects found to be present in such considerations?
 (748)


Now, technically, I would argue that ‘alignments’ are between ‘correlated-transformations’/’transformational-correlates’, and, where that alignment is guaranteed, to that degree, to that proportional extent, a core transformational invariance can be discerned at the metaphorical center of that transformational process (as reflected in its transformational productivity).
 In effect, arguing, in the transformational economy in question, that an alignment occurs through that aspect of correlativity realized and observed to that extent such correlativity can be imputed. E.g., in a conventional mathematical system (2 + 2) = 4 = (1 + 3) = (5-1), etc. That, in such a system ‘4’ is a transformational correlate of, say, (3 + 1), etc., and v.v. (in view of the transformational rules that can be infinitely reiterated, etc.). However, when representing the so-called ‘real world’, i.e., the world as lived in this world at large, truth determination becomes a lot messier even though the frames of reference chosen usually assist us in a simplification of this assessment (by focusing on relevant facts, simplicity in metaphorical modeling, the use of conventionally assessible genres, representable con-texts, the addition of only micro-incremental points of innovation, etc. etc.). (749)


To put it simple, when reality is confected and is wittingly and/or unwittingly deceptive, such confected constructions are more easily deconstructed because they are more glued ‘by us’ rather ‘for-us, by-themselves’, etc. A house built on sand is more easily demolished than one properly built on rock. Or, a house of straw remains a ‘house of straw’, and, more easily blown away in the first decent gust of wind… unless suitably tied together by well-tied ropes, etc… (750)


Similarly, in the execution or performance of an ideology, the more extreme that ideology is and the more non-existentially oriented it becomes, the more easily deconstructed is that construction; given its relatively inauthentic construction. Moreover, such pressures more easily expose these fault-lines as those defects that seem to invite us to further focus on their potential for fracture and bifurcation; given their weakly cemented and unresolved expression. Such fission, being invited through their apparent call for a critique in order to better harmonize such discordant, iterated presentations within their con-texts of apparent presentation. Such faults soon become default positions for mounting a critical response to such less-representative or unrepresentative behaviour continually being informed by such an ideological system. If a continual process of comparative assessment is initiated, then, in this intuitive-like discernment of such inauthenticity, an increasing sense of an anomaly is experienced through such apparent disorganization, loss of integrity, disinterest and/or distrust that seems to become more and more apparent when such a differential is experienced, and re-experienced, with this increasing sense of anomalization. In my opinion, we are at that point when and where neo-liberal ideological ‘remedies’ are increasingly being seen, quite rightly, as more problematic symptoms of the dis-ease rather than as solutions to problems we no longer feel to be so problematic in that form… being replaced by another series of problems… namely, in this instance, the consequences of neo-liberal mis-equity and an odd assortment of associated phenomena like a working poor, if not an over-worked poor; a disempowered and disenfranchised Middle Class; populism; demagoguery; much weakened and relatively less stable political coalitions; etc. Indeed, we could argue that we need not to be informed about neo-liberalism per se as a political-economic phenomenon when we have a range of disturbing political and economic phenomena to hand already to have to deal with, respond to and find forms of adaptation that are not too disruptive until a critique reaches a critical mass and the political-economy appropriates a new political-economic philosophy that, hopefully, is less ideologically distorting that the current neo-liberal orthodoxy. That, indeed, the Third Manifesto, as a Subliminal Checklist, already highlights many faultlines of contention that have and must serve as default points of or for such a critique…in what must come to a head, in this period of discontinuity and anomalization, as a defective, political-economic philosophy in need of some new form or forms of existential re-configuration, that, we must hope, proffer a less ideological complexion than that found expressed through current forms of neo-liberalism…! (751)

7:    A Critique of Neo-Liberalism by Default


We can critique the neo-liberal discourse itself; perceiving it as an ideological phenomenon in its own right, or, we can observe the indirect forms of critique that are already occurring around the apparent or non-apparent edges of this phenomenon. In effect, with respect to the latter, finding miscellaneous concerns, worries, fears and anxieties that appear to be merging together to form a broad, amorphous class of people who share the same vague, deep discontentment, a body of political malcontents with a vote that will either rectify this problematic terrain or will further unsettle a range of political institutions resident upon this both troubled and troubling landscape. A disenchantment is being expressed; be that from a growing prevalence of populism bubbling up in both minor and major political parties, the ongoing growth of smaller single issue parties, an accepted discrediting of major mainstream political parties, a public focusing on political scandals given a murky world of donations and increasing lack of transparency, etc., a relatively stagnant or reversed growth in wages, a continuing diminution in working conditions, a rampant and unassuaged fearfulness that a majority of workers will even be in work over the next ten years, increasing levels of debt, exacerbated housing unaffordability, a continuing deprecation of those dependent on public forms of welfare, a cutting back of governmental related services, increasing public concern over an accelerating inequality, but, seen in contrast, the perception of a political class, along with their apparent high-wealth ‘associates’, that seem to be more self-entitled and brazen in their displays of self-interest, wealth, non-concern, if not scorn, for the diverse 3non-uniformity of others, etc., etc. (752)

Decrying the rhetoric of ‘class warfare’, all too often scornfully disseminated and dismissed by the Right, only works when everyone feels the wealth of the public pie is expanding, and, that all, or most, are getting some share of the same state of universal good fortune; however small. But, on a landscape where this aspirational hope is being suspended, diluted, if not dashed, we might be wondering if the next revolution is not that too far away? (753)


Of course, a gradual evolution in a direction of social resolution is to be much preferred over having to experience a rapid change brought about by some disruptive revolution where almost inevitably the disgruntled merely trade one nomenklatura for some other; minus the civilities at least expected from the former. But, then, whether we like it or not, ‘these times are changing’ and rapid change now confronts us so that, to some extent, a ‘revolution’ has already arrived, is now with us, to be faced in the here and now! (754)


We are moving beyond the Postmodern and its fractured and fracturing world of disconnected information to a much more connected world of integrated information, indeed, a world of information, made of information. In this Contemporary era, whatever tools we give ourselves, we will find such instruments, metaphorically, to be two-edged swords with which we can either socially progress or allow ourselves to retrogress on this same stage that we must all share with-others, before-others! (755)


One allied phenomenon, a sort of de facto critique of neo-liberalism, if not a developing default position is that of populism; in all its forms and in all its shades of intensity and variety. A phenomenon with a beguiling complexion when powerfully personified in an individual who knows what to say to their audience, lure them with a promise that things will be ‘great again’. For such a congregation of believers there is no point in telling them ‘that things are still great’ given the incredible complexities and anxieties that is creating both this Contemporary world and its congregations of disillusioned citizens who rightly feel they are missing out on being able to access this brave new world of branded products and services along with forms of information that keep telling you you have made it… or haven’t made it yet… or, more often, that you will never make it. Watch any commercial television station or any glossy magazine and look closely at the messaging embedded in advertising… and honestly say to yourself “it doesn’t affect you… or that it will not affect those who you know to be around you… and those people around them? (756)


But, for such ‘losers of this world’, if applicable and registered, you still have a vote. Why not vote for that person who tells you want you really want to hear, a merchant of re-enchantment, a person who loudly proclaims they are qualified to steer the political-economy in a direction of a new golden age of prosperity, but, whose policies, if present, are basically more of the same, if not worse than those neo-liberal nostrums already repeated ad nauseum. Motherhood statements may seem innocent and innocuous but why not try to hear something more substantial; truly innovative; appeals to the concern, care and cooperation of others… and unites peoples in the political-economy when most people have only the same kinds of aspirations…  perhaps… a desire for reasonable work with commensurate and adequate remuneration; a home; food security; a state free from violence; a safe place to raise a family; the opportunity to obtain a good education; a system of health that treats all people as deserving patients when in need of medical care; the opportunity to save; a freedom to consume as we might wish; and, expect to be able to hope for a happy retirement at an age when one should be able to rest from our past labours…! (757)


Unfortunately, the vote is a two-edged sword… inviting a political savior to do their best… or their worst… or, advertently or inadvertently, chose one more political clone or hack who operates in a party that impatiently accepts donations and is ever beholden to such vested interests, who, to avoid such scrutiny, will seriously avoid all forms of revealing transparency, who is too restrained by such mental imprisonment to resist and reverse mis-equality, and, thorough innovation, seriously deconstruct and existentially re-construct the political-economy for all those who must inescapably operate within its confines and whose social restraints can also be and should be enfreeing at the same time! (758)


A vote should not be wasted! One should both vote, and, hopefully, have someone to vote for who seeks to circumscribe donations, genuinely wishes to promote greater degrees of transparency, etc., is mindful of mis-equality, and, who seeks through either acceptable conventions or careful innovations to transcend the mundanity of the political-economy merely operating in some unstated, mindless, neo-liberal default setting! (759)


One approach to this revitalization of our political institutions is to form either a de jure or de facto Third House in which delegated committees of either politicians and/or experts and/or disciplinarians and/or members of the public can transparently hear submissions relating to various social concerns. In such an environment we could envisage the installation of these Six Commissions as proposed by myself. We could also foresee within this same Chamber a suitable venue for overseeing all matters needing scrutiny from Royal Commissions or Critical Oversight Committees to Committees reviewing Constitutional Concerns, from an ongoing Committee for Indigenous Affairs to a simple Hearing of Submissions on topics of considerable social concern (of which I am sure there will be many in need of such a Committee for Review and Reform through a suitable directing and/or re-directing of policy settings, etc.). (760)


With the presentation of the final deliberation of such Committees and Commissions such findings or reports should be presented to the Lower House for reasonable debate, and, there, when and where relevant, to enact legislative processes along with their parallel directing and/or re-directing of policy setting, etc. (761)


Hopefully, an Upper House, after the scrutiny of its own review, would seal such legislative decisions in an overall vote that is affirmative or make suitable amendments for the Lower House (in effect the Middle House) to seriously re-consider, etc. (762)


Like all disciplined forms of discourse, the continuing advocacy of a neo-liberal ideology, overtly or covertly, needs to suitably scrutinized. As examined elsewhere, all disciplines are generated in an associated economy that emerges from intentionally thematized interactions simulated between the archetypal three poles of contention embedded in each and every discourse, indeed, in all such thoughtful and thought-filled endeavor, namely, a discursive pole of an associated discursive difference, a meta-discursive pole of an associated discursive meta-difference, and, a non-discursive pole of an associated discursive non-difference. Let me explain. The way a discipline operates is to divide the world of everyday and non-everyday concerns into a realm filtered by the major preoccupations of that discipline, and, where such pre-occupations divide the world into that pro-divisible world and a non-prod-divisible world by default. So, e.g., in a theology, a theological discipline, the world is divide between an overall sense of the world plus its presence of a deity and/or deities and a world that is not beholden to such an idea or presence. Subtracting the latter from the former produces a ‘difference’, in this instance a ‘theological difference’; a difference that reflects the distinctive characteristics of that particular or specific theological version or vision of this overall sense of a world as entertained by that theologically inclined disciplinarian, their associates and their audiences (or, perhaps, congregations in this instance). But, then, in getting these disciplinarians to further ask themselves to question “what difference does this difference make?” we have already arrived at this second pole of meta-difference. Now, to square this circle so to speak, this disciplinarian then needs to ask or acknowledge or tacitly accept that there must be no absolute or final difference between this difference and its meta-difference and so we must propose that what connects these two relatively non-commensurate differences is the ‘fact’ that there must be some deeper form of non-difference that integrates such apparent non-commensurability which can be no other than its deeper semblance of a theological ‘non-difference’. That more basic absence of a difference that supports this contention of a ‘non-difference’ that is both related to this essentially distinctive ‘difference’ and its allied ‘meta-difference’... (763)


Such ideas may seem complicated and artificial, however, let me explore how the neo-liberal discipline is constituted through the lens of this tri-polar framework. (764)


A fully paid-up member of the neo-liberal paradigm believes in, say, to put it simply, for the construction of this understanding, an all-knowing market, the supremacy of competition, small government, and, the right, when deserved to commercially find both conservational profit and meta-conservational super-profit should the latter also be obtained. Such a belief system is in contrast to a belief system that does not believe in an all-knowing market, etc. But, then what is the value of such a difference, its meta-difference, none other than this valuational excess created in and through the machinations of such a discipline. I.e., value is both perceived (rightly and/or wrongly) and argued for along these lines, namely, markets indeed know better, and so on. But, furthermore, we need to ask what might link this ideologically constituted discipline with this creation of valuation being both ‘perceived and argued for’? None other than what does not distinguish this differentiated discipline from its meta-differentiational evaluation, namely, that the belief, supported either by evidence and/or without such support, that the disciplined application of this discipline is instrumental in instantiating such a surplus of neo-liberally oriented valuational formation. Now, it could be argued that all endeavours are productive of valuational formation as an excess to that actually invested in that process, however, the comparative evaluation of such a valuation may well take ether a positive pro-relational direction and/or a negative contra-relational direction (to the extent such valuational formation adds to and/or subtracts from the relational quality of that ensuing relationship in question. (765)


Essentially, a disciplined system proposes modes of application, in its vision or version of the world, that should be productive of valuational formation. The value of such an application is this valuational formation. But, the differential value of this value, as a meta-differential, is that in and through a deeper form of evaluation there is no absolute difference and hence its non-differential in that regard. So, the neo-liberal way of thinking is as a discipline that in application should be productive of an overall amplified valuational formation that has a value in its own right… as that should be worked towards, should be desired, aspired after. Unfortunately, reality often gets in the way of a discipline when such a disciplinary force is allowed to operate without a sufficient form of correction from an analysis that critically looks at definitions, objectives, meta-textualism, evidentialism, consequentialism, etc. (766)


All systems of thought, all forms of metaphorical modelling, wayward or otherwise, are all productive of an excess in valuational formation. But, such an excess can either pro-relationally contribute to a relationship and/or contra-relationally detract from the ongoing richness and enrichment of that relationship or those relationships in question. This economic idea, this concept of an economy, is quite simple. Such economic value is spontaneously discharged from the economy whose constitution is created about these three poles that note and interrelate a difference, meta-difference and a non-difference. At their basis, an intentional economy underlies all forms of economic activity, value is created through the manner relationships are reconstituted in and through our interactions with others, with-others. In this regard, how an intentional economy gets re-configured is no different from whether it be constituted in a formal, disciplinarian manner and orientation or in a non-disciplinarian manner and orientation. (767)


Looking through this type of metaphorical lens (of a tri-polar economy, etc.), what defects should we perceive as being presented through the application of this distinctive way of seeing the world, i.e., as a place where the markets should be left to their own devices would surely rectify and oversee the expedition of our desires and non-expedition of our non-desires, that competition should be given preferential treatment, that small(er) government should be aspirational goal, that an unhindered pursuit of profit should be promoted rather than having a market being constrained through over-regulation, restrictions, penalties, unnecessary acts of compliance, etc., etc? Well, these particular ideological objectives could be individually critiqued, and/or, we could critique the accumulative effect of such radial re-direction in policy settings. Without a doubt, we should be able to run a pro-relational test, reminiscent of an existential test, since there is little difference other than the level at which such scrutiny operates, in order to explore a comparative appreciation of the overall valuational formation that non-virtually and/or virtually issues forth from that political-economy system in question. Such scrutiny should allow us to critically ascertain to what extent such a disciplinarian approach either adds to or detracts from the initial overall valuation of that aspect or totality of the political economy subject to such a critique. To operate such a critique, we need to note a small specific set of indicators, and their differential re-directions, and, note how they are theoretically indicative of such changes in the overall evaluation of the valuation of that system under review. Such indicators need, basically, to be reasonably indicative of what they set out to indirectly measure in such a manner that, in their redetermination, they generally reinforce the same conclusions arrived at on the basis, more or less of anyone of these ‘parallel’ indicators. A proliferation of indicators is not called for! Indicators chosen should be measurable and able to be measured, and, their ensuing evaluations should be theoretically based on valid argumentation evidentially verified through the use of parallel or subsidiary indicators. The resolution of any anomalies should also be able to be resolved through a supporting commentary suitably argued for in such a manner that an economy of explanation is arrived at through such a clear and distinct explication. E.g., a thermometer tells us the temperature because we see changes in the temperature represented for us by means of this instrument. Such observations of the daily temperature should also find some degree of support through changes in our behaviour. On a hot day we might sweat and wear less clothing, whereas, on a cold day we might be shivering despite wearing warmer clothing. Or, the unfortunate ‘gap’ in Australia, e.g., between the mortality rate of non-indigenous persons and indigenous persons indicates to what extent, more or less, that there is a socio-economic differential between these two population when compared by such indicators. A gap reinforced by a battery of other indicators like income, educational standards, diet, etc. (768)


I would argue that all ideologies are damaging to the extent they take an extreme form of social application, but, also, ‘that not all ideologies are equal’ and ‘that some ideologies are more damaging than others’. By ‘damage’ is meant the relative comparative loss of pro-relational (e/)valuation that such an application could be argued as being responsible for. E.g., if a certain group of miners were sent down a coal mine from the age of eighteen years and on average survived to the age of sixty, and, if a certain group of similar workers in a car-assembly plant were employed from the age of eighteen years and survived on average to the age of seventy, and, that the only real difference between these two populations was to be found only in their kind of employment then we would automatically suspect, quite rightly, that coal-mining to be a less healthy form of employment. In other words, coal-mining contributed to an overall negative valuation that, on average, would be cashed out as ten less year of life for that group of miners. Or, in comparison, that working in a car-assembly plant was more pro-relationally oriented than working in a coal mine. From such mortality statistics we could also surmise that miners had more illnesses, and, illnesses, on balance, that were more severe given, in this comparison, such a relatively negative mortality rate. That, in both quantitative and qualitative terms of reference, mining for these miners was a less pro-relationally oriented mode of employment in comparison to those workers who worked in the assembly plant. Ideally, an assessment of a pro-relational orientation versus a contra-relational perspective should involve a position where a certain parallelism can be argued for and which could be found to be reiterated between all relevant directly quantifiable indicators and indirectly assessed indicators of quality. However, caution should prevail in making such a link. E.g., a hospital in a socio-economically depressed area might be found to have a higher rate of patient mortality. Such a relatively ‘adverse’ quantifiable fact should not be immediately linked to the imputed ‘adverse’ quality of overall medical care assumed to be exercised in that hospital as it might also be the case that the demographics of that area might also represent a much older population of residents. On the other hand, once such differences are statistically accounted for, etc., the quality of that medical care might also be either of a lower standard, the same standard or a higher standard. On the other hand, if two hospitals were to operate in the same social-economic area then we would hope that these two hospitals both had an equally high standard of medical care and, consequently, a similar rate for patient mortality. (769)

 
Given that the neo-liberal discursive economy, like all economies, emerges through and from a tripolar basis how should we better understand these three poles of the differential, meta-differential, and the non-differential in the context of this particular discursive economy? (770)


I have developed a number of parallel forms of treatment in this regard, e.g., textualism, a gestalt psychology, a tri-polar interpretation of the hermeneutic circle, in terms of different types of iteration, through an explication of representation, etc. In a discursive modelling there is a parallel to the above and to the aspirational economy (as a further refinement of the intentional economy, etc.). So, the differential, e.g., is that way of seeing the world that is distinctively engineered by that neo-liberal frame of reference. Just as the aspirational start with that which only we have already to hand and only have to hand (in evidential terms of reference, etc.). This ‘what’ is ‘where we are’ in this semblance of a world, albeit as constituted, rightly or wrongly, in our envisagement of the world. The apparent ‘value’, as the ‘valuational formation’, of this way of seeing the world is its imputed meta-differential; i.e., the perceived value of seeing the world through this neo-liberal lens as constituted by us. In this mapping of the neo-liberal world, treated as a discursive discipline, we know where we proceed from and where we go is where we aspire… although, correctly, being polar we can never perfectly start from one pole in order to proceed to some other, still we provisionally accept such a fiction. Similarly, our aspirations equally can never be absolutely arrived at, but, no matter, for the sake of this modelling we assume that such a goal is practically obtainable. That ‘goal’ being valued as the effective endpoint of a process of enacted aspiration. As an ‘endpoint’ it is valued accordingly. E.g., I was born in New Zealand. Always had an aspiration to migrate and the themtization of that goal became Australia. Had first thought about going to Britain, and, then, I have always nursed an ambition to just disappear in Paris and become more French than the French. The former goal was achievable but the second would have taken years of sociological and linguistic study. But neither were pursued and, instead, settled for being an Australian. Now some might argue because I was not born here in Australia that I could never become a one hundred percent Australian. On the other hand, unless I desire to be elected and pursue a parliamentary vocation, near enough is often good enough. In effect, I valued being an Australian over being a New Zealander (whether I am prepared to admit to that proposition is another matter). So, I headed to Australia and, then, after a short period of residency, was able to become an Australian citizen. Using this potted biography as a metaphor, we can read this differential mode as my being ‘a New Zealander, but as a New Zealander who desired to become an Australian’. In this aspiration I was no longer a mere New Zealander aspiring to remain a New Zealander, but, a New Zealander aspiring to become an Australian. So, the value of this aspiration must be this desire to become an Australian, i.e., become a migrant who emigrates to Australia. In effect, this aspiration to be a migrant to Australia is its meta-differential; i.e., the value of this aspiration. All this being as outlined then what  may we ask is the non-differential in this type of situation? None other than the world as it is re-written through the enaction of such aspiration/s as they find forms of resolution in our relationships with others, with-others. Seen in this light, we must now ask what is there that we might find in common between these two worlds (of ‘what’ or ‘where’ and that ‘value’ seen as the ‘why’ of such enacted aspiration/s). None other than the world as it is re-written through the enaction of such aspirations. In this instance being my migration to Australia and all that that entailed. My arrival in Australia re-wrote my existential history to that extend I became an Australian, etc. Therefore, what is in common to both the ‘what’ (or ‘where’) and the ‘why’ of our existences is also linked by the ‘how’ I was able to achieve all states of transition and transformation, namely, through a re-direction of embodiment to this fair land of Australia. Or, to take a textual point of view; the world is re-written through my enactions whose motivation is driven by my aspirations to that extent they do not prove to be unobtainable or barely obtainable, and, where I have set forth in that direction of my motivation. (771)


So, the world as it is already configured is my differential world albeit as seen through a distinctive lens (in truth, through a miscellaneous set of lenses that will not br nor vuld be absolutely integrated, consistent, coherent and appositely harmonize, but, which still which give me the illusion of a unified word even if somewhat fractured when examined on closer inspection). My aspirations are the meta-differential being aspired after. And, the non-differential is that seemingly persistent experiential substrate that is left relatively untouched by this specific venture (without resorting to the asserting of any form of absolute, non-conventional imputations in our phenomenological descriptions of such transitions and/or transformations). Let me briefly explore this last facet of the relatively non-differential (and its theoretical relationship to the meta-textual and not the non-textual, etc.). (772)


What is meant and implied in this third aspect of the non-differential? In a textual economy I would say that textual experience can be metaphorically seen as emerging from the tri-polar relationships engendered between the polar aspects of the textual, meta-textual and the non-textual. Now, because dialectical poles themselves are unobtainable, unreachable, can be neither absolutely engaged, encountered and recognized it follows that we cannot identify this pole with any specific text per se let alone all some imagined imputation of a body off all possible texts that have been deposited, are being deposited and will be deposited. On the other hand, this pole could be seen as the transcendental grounds of possibility that permit the deposition of any form of a text upon the fabric of the world through the intentional re-direction and re-constitution of that world-there-for-us to that extent this aspect of the intentional is able to re-configure those overall conditions to hand that are being wittingly and/or unwittingly ‘written’. Such a definition applies to the writing of both classical texts like letters and laundry lists, etc., and non-classical texts like footprints and all things in between from taking photos to smiling, from drinking a glass of water to wiping the sweat from our forehead, etc. Intentional application is a mix of the overtly intentional and covertly sub-intentional. For most of us, walking is something we do not think about, do without much difficulty as long as we a not injured or infirm, can walk and in a position to walk. On the other hand, suspend a very firm but narrow plank between say, two tall buildings, and, then get people to walk across this gap few people would take up this challenge and even fewer may well succeed. Yet, everyone who could walk could walk across this narrow plank if it were placed on the ground and the surface of that ground were flat. No problem there, so, what is the problem when a fear of falling off intervenes? Interestingly, people start to think too much about this intention of walking and in the process cognitively overrule our hitherto dependence upon the relatively subconscious habit of just walking. Then, such over-attention to this intention of walking actually becomes disruptive of this process of trying to walk as we might normally do so if it were to be done with less thought and more action. The point that needs to be made here is that much of intentional re-direction is in the formulating of aspirational goals, short-term, etc., and, then letting a more habitual form of consciousness manage those sequences that allow us to move towards the realization of that intentional thematized aspirational goal. I.e., pure intentionality I a myth, and, when we try to be completely intentional in our lives… they will just fall apart for us since we are dependent upon this world of the habitual in order to enact our intentional objectives. In other words, much of our intentional lives is beyond us and best left in this convenient realm of the habitual. (773)


Now, texts are deposited (upon the fabric of the world) through the function of the intentional. In line with the previous argument, we could argue that much of this deposition is unwittingly unintentional or non-intentional; i.e., habitual, conventional, reiterated repertoires of patterns of behaviour already thought through and no longer needing closer attention in order to be co-opted in more overt forms of intentional aspiration. This aspect of textual experience we can treat as ‘textual’ given this deposition, but, the textual cannot be appreciated in its right without re-participating in a suitable textual economy.
 By suitable is meant the apparent re-simulation of both its overlooked meta-textual dimension and the non-textual dimension and the manner of their interactions in the intentional economy being read as a textual economy. (774)


No textual intention can be thought without it being scoped by a suitable meta-textual dimension. No ‘letter’ could be written without invoking the meta-textual genre of a letter, and, v.v., no letter could be perceived as a ‘letter’ if this genre convention of the ‘letter’ could not be re-invoked by the ‘reader’. Moreover, all genres of behaviour are hierarchically schematized in our psychic and cultural mapping of the world. A traditional letter is written on a piece of paper like a laundry list or a poem. Furthermore, the con-text of a piece of paper with apparent inscriptions on it alert us to possible fact that this writing is a letter. That a letter was confirmed when seen to be addressing some person or persons, and, this was re-confirmed when it was seen to be signed by some person or persons. Thence this necessary hermeneutic need to oversee that both apparent genres and situational con-texts are apparently co-present in a harmonious and productive fashion and where the former are found to conventionally operate within or upon. I.e., that piece of paper with apparent writing on it is seen to look like a letter, and, whereupon a closer inspection has this observation confirmed on the confirmation of such apparent parallelism. (775)


Now, I have argued elsewhere that the dialectical accommodation between the textual and the meta-textual is instrumental in the emergence of the non-textual (which can be seen to be an existentially oriented aspect of the experiential domain in a non-systematic sense
). Here we are only introduced to the semblance of the existential, and, that only form a dynamic balance of all three polarities doe s full semblance and sense of the existential suitably arise. (776)


How is this qualified existential dimension perceived? As non-textual in orientation, not as something textual but what that text appears to signify in a wider world of significance creation and reception, indeed, in the very re-simulation of a cultural domain. We read a novel and when we forget, more or less, that we are actually reading, we find a good novel really comes to life for us. This aspect is simulatory, spontaneous, enriched beyond the level of our mere psychic investment, relatively non-ego driven, appears to possess a certain freedom above and beyond our current station in life. If I were to read an absorbing historical novel it is almost as if I am transported back to such a time. When I stand in front of a well-painted, realistically depicted landscape it could well be for me in my imagination that I could imaginatively wander across that same landscape as if I were inside that same landscape. This aspect of textual experience captures this type of simulated experience wherein we find ourselves well and truly beyond the merely textual. There we read an entrancing novel, e.g., without too much thinking about it. To some extent, we forget we are reading… hence my entitling of this aspect of the textual economy as ‘non-textual’ in orientation. (777)


Now, these various economies can be paralleled with respect to each other by virtue of the fact that they are all based upon an intentional economy with the same isomorphic tri-polar symmetry. However, in the textual economy the non-textual orientation cannot be mapped upon the non-differential aspect of a discursive economy (as might pertain to a certain discipline, say, theology or philosophy or neo-liberal economics, etc.) because this ‘non-differential moment’ parallels the ‘meta-textual moment’, and, ‘the meta-differential moment’ parallels the ‘non-textual moment’; whilst the ‘differential moment parallels the ‘textual moment’. Therefore, one way to understand the ‘non-differential moment’ is to understand how it parallels the ‘meta-textual moment’, and v.v. 

I.e., that the non-differential aspect is integrative and field oriented, relates to operative or functional continuity of fields, possesses an anticipatory or future orientation, is primarily related to what is preserved in the midst of apparent phenomenal-phenomenological transitions constituted from either relatively non-radical, non-chaotic translations and/or relatively radical, chaotic transformations, etc. (778)


We can think of this semblance of relative stability over the course of transitional states experienced phenomenal-phenomenologically, etc., by noting that innovation in genre formation is argued for on the grounds of micro-incremental additions or subtractions from the structural-functions/functional-structures of the initial genre in question. So, e.g., to make sliced bread you first bake bread as usual and then slice it. Obviously, there is a continuity of genre formation at the level of bread making before we come to the innovation of the slicing of it. Although, we should also recognize that all relationships are two-way or reciprocal/reciprocated to some extent. It may well be that in baking bread to be sliced the bread-makers might also have to change their recipes, etc. But, then, the same point holds, namely that it is now the genre of bread that has been sliced that is undergoing some additional innovation in this evolution of the commercial baking of bread. (779)


The non-differential moment, therefore, should be treated as meta-textual, integrative, functional, etc. We can see this in the fact that in the aspirational economy this pragmatic aspect of ‘how’ links ‘what’ with ‘why’. This functional linkage establishes the non-differential element/s in interconnecting this ‘realistic what there is where we are’ to the ‘idealism of a where we are going as an explanation of why we are heading in that direction’ because the value of such a transition, its valuational formation, is its own apparent incentive for such aspirational re-direction.
 In effect, because that which is to be desired becomes that which is now being obtained through being found to be attainable (and hence the completion in this regard of an aspirational cycle). (780)


Although in an economy all three moments mutually co-define each other (through their joint negations), still, we can focus more on the relationship between the differential and the meta-differential in order to better appreciate the glue that holds this aspirational economy together. Conventional exercise of meta-textual genre conventions, underpinning the non-differential aspect, is what holds the type of discourse in question together, and, it is incremental, micro-processes of meta-textual re-direction therein that allows it to be innovatively re-directed, albeit, from this perspective of conventional stability. So, therefore, in our dealings with a persistent major discourse, deemed to be adverse on balance, the nature of that discipline cannot be assailed without noting this apparent bedrock of the non-differential. In a neo-liberal context, given its current dominant discursive status, rectification enacted through an overall process of resistance can only occur when this non-differential aspect of the ongoing institutionalized application of conventional genre formation and function is suitably dealt with in a responsive and responsible fashion. Such a response needs to be systematic and capable of responding in such a manner so as to effectively overcome this institutional stability of genre conventions as indicated. How should such a response be managed and engineered. Through a process of re-education since this is no task any one person could successfully enact although certain individuals, through a dissemination of their insights, could be pivotal in this regard. What insights are required here? (781)


That there needs to be thorough re-constitution of the disciplinary landscape in question. In regard to neo-liberalism, that disciplinary basis is political-economic in orientation and not just the political and/or economic (sub-)disciplines. Moreover, this resistance needs to be mounted in both internal and external terms in reference to this particular paradigm (and its specific array of expressions). Through policy re(-)formulation adverse policy settings need to be suspended and ceased, then, undone and reversed. In relatively external terms of reference we need, as noted before, deconstruction and re-construction. I.e., w.r.t. the latter that means deconstructing the hegemony of that genre complex and reducing or stripping its meta-textual functions back to a position where re-construction can non-adversely and beneficially reconstruct that cultural landscape. W.r.t. to a rectification of neo-liberal hegemony, the cultural landscape in question is political-economic and the exercise of its re-configured policy settings need to enact such an overall cessation of all adverse policy settings that would otherwise persist, reverse the adverse consequences of those policy settings already enacted, continue to oversee the deconstruction of the raison d’être and apparent self-entitlement of neo-liberal thought and practice, and, oversee the re-construction of a less ideologically oriented paradigm capable of non-adversely and beneficially replacing the now ‘former’ neo-liberal paradigm. In what form might or should such a replacement paradigm take? A paradigm that has a place for an existential, pro-relational orientation that creates and reserves cultural richness in our relationships and further enriches the same through forms of cultural conservational and cultural meta-conservation. Moreover, a place could and should also be productively found the existential interaction of one culture with another, one political-economy with another political economy, etc. (782)


As already intimated, my first Two Manifestoes should assist us in this process that seriously invites a relatively radical process of transformational-transition. Furthermore, the detail of such a transition is further assisted through the focus supplied by my Third Manifesto, i.e., this Subliminal Checklist and its detailed amplification of techniques to more thoroughly furnish this transformational-transition. Otherwise, such a transition is merely a translational-transition where old habit, in short order, will merely re-assert themselves despite the intervention of measures to cease and reverse specific policies deemed to be relatively adverse through either processes of re-iteration and/or proliferated processes of over-reiteration. Apply a mere bandage and that bandage will soon be lost or rendered useless if not suitably replace (should a replacement be needed). On the other hand, maintain a successful form of treatment and no further bandages will be needed. (783)


What is implied in this ‘stripping back’ of meta-textual genre functions in order to re-construct a viable alternative genre, and, therein, re-create a form of discourse not beholden to the adversities of that of which it replaced? (784)


Let me return to my metaphor or analogy of ‘sliced bread’ to illustrate this process of radical innovation; i.e., the replacement of discursive paradigms. In this instance, to serious reform a certain genre-complex, that discursively constitutes a certain discipline, we need to suitably re-form the hierarchical structures of its genre basis. Let us say that the overall market for bread has go a lot more health-conscious and white bread is now no longer perceived and deemed to be ‘healthy’? What are bakers of white bread to do given these changing circumstances of the market? They could re-market white bread as healthy in an expensive, ongoing marketing program that extols the health virtues of white bread. Or, they could innovate and make white bread more healthy by returning fibre (lost through the process of milling) (through adding ground up vegetable matter like peas, pulses, etc.) or by the adding of various ingredients deemed to ‘restore’ its modern healthful qualities (like folic acid, vitamins, etc.). Or, they could go back to basics and look at an earlier form of bread making in order to produce a loaf that would be more acceptable to current fashions. Perhaps they might consider taking up a wholemeal and/or a wholegrain approach? Perhaps starting a line of sourdough, etc. On the other hand, rather than adopting a completely historical approach they might also prefer to adopt a series of more recent commercially motivated innovations like using bread   moulds, slicing the finished product, wrapping it in a transparent medium, etc., whilst advertising it as healthful antique product despite being manufactured in factory like conditions, etc. (785)


In the light of this metaphorical-analogy of returning to an old-fashioned style of ‘bread-making’ how might we apply this concept of stripping back to the creation of a paradigm to successfully replace the tenacity of a neo-liberal hegemony over hoe the political-economy should be managed? I.e., just how do we deconstruct and re-construct the neo-liberal ideological grip on the management of the political-economy? (786)


My quick response to this question would be to re-introduce and re-promote these Three Manifestoes. However, as both deconstruction and re-construction rightly occur on a deeper level of genre-formation and function then it would be more illuminating to thorough visit this deeper level of re(-)formational transformation. (787)


One area where we might reconsider is that of taxation. Without a doubt, tax is a vexed issue. However, in order to address and redress inequality what could be done in the light of our pressing need to better observe this imperative? By noting pre-conditions, conditions and post-conditions that are conducive to promoting the momentum of this phenomenon towards greater levels of inequality how should we best address the same? Such an approach can be relatively external to this phenomenon of inequality and relatively internal to the same. I.e., by ensuring that the resistance of our active critique is through cessation and reversal of policy settings internal to such policy settings, and, deconstructive and re-constructive of the same or other policy settings.  Similarly, this approach, respectively, is both relatively internal to the dynamics of the neo-liberal type of discourse and relatively external to the same through this same promoting of both internally directed cessation and reversal and both externally driven deconstruction and replacement (by another form of discourse that must be relatively less adverse and more beneficial in its existential richness and enrichment of this political-economic dimension). Obviously, in regard to taxation, e.g., we are not calling into question the utilization of this mechanism of taxation itself, rather, how it is to be better expedited within either the neo-liberal paradigm and/or how it might be even better delivered through the deconstruction and existential replacement of that neo-liberal paradigm. (788)

All too often the dissemination of policy shifts is signaled through slogans promoted, wittingly and/or unwittingly, by vested interests. A recent ‘meme’ in this regard is the cutting of taxes in a manner after Trump; as if this person is an inspiration for all things good and beneficial in this world. As it stands, about eighty-three percent of that cut in taxation enacted at the end of 2017 in the United States is going to the top one percent. Moreover, over time what crumbs the other ninety-nine percent may or may not receive will shrink if not be completely eclipsed by, e.g., increasing health costs inspired by a Republican Trump narrowing and shrinking the health insurance market, etc., despite its relatively increasing popularity. Such a massive wealth transfer to the less deserving further exacerbates this acceleration in income inequality. Of course, I am not implying that it is wrong to have a fortune or to make a fortune, but, in a comparative sense, society is better served by having a less inequitable spectrum in income distribution. As pointed out by people like Thomas Piketty et al, excess income inequality is eventually indicative of an increasing degree of political instability in a system ostensively run along democratic lines. If people who fall within either lower or middle class socio-economic demographics are finding that the general standard of living is relatively stagnant or is further dropping then, quite naturally, they become disgruntled at having to work more for a remuneration that seems less. This effect becomes more socially noticeable if the extremely wealthy in society are becoming visibly even more wealthy through ostentatious displays as portrayed and disseminated by the Media, are perceived as not paying their fair share in taxation, and, where society is advertising products, services and novel forms of information delivery to itself in a form that increasingly becomes relatively inaccessible for such a progressively disenfranchised audience. Such a demographic that feels itself to have become increasingly disempowered must come to feel as if an aspirational rift is continually getting wider between ‘what is desired’ and ‘what might be found obtainable’ in this contractual world. Given that finance is what makes the economic world turn, then, because of such relatively limited resources, like, e.g., an overall low-wage income, etc., it follows that either an inability to discharge current financial obligations and/or enter into new contractual arrangements would have such ‘participants’ no longer feeling as if they can participate to the same extent in this world of the contractual. A world of contractual obligations promoted and over-stimulated through a barrage of advertising designed to create an amplified desire for such products, services and novel forms of informational delivery that must appear to be continually placed further and further beyond the ‘shrinking’ resources that could be used of as disposable income in such a consumerist manner. A condition that is further exacerbated by other considerations like higher rents or higher mortgages; decreased investment incomes in a low inflation environment; an increasing degree of job insecurity… all further threatened by a financial landscape that already fears the imminent return of an inflationary specter… (789)


In regard to a rethinking of taxation, e.g., beyond a neo-liberal framework, how might such a philosophy be better envisaged? As indicated we need to cut back on genres already operating (in the current domination of a neo-liberal framework) and return to a more basic position where, therein and thereafter, a more systematic philosophy of taxation can be better designed for this Contemporary era. In other words, everything should be put on the table so this rethinking can proceed unhindered even if certain positions in themselves might be seen to be politically impossible to achieve (if they were to be enacted in their own right). Implicit in this levelling and suspension of the decision-landscape should be the recognition that difficult policies to enact should be done with suitable forms of fair compensation for those parties that might be unfairly treated otherwise. Moreover, there should also be a recognition that certain principles will be upheld; albeit in relative terms of reference and not in absolute terms of reference. Certain principles should be clearly enunciated like an enacted preference that oversees a reduction in relatively inequitable income distribution; an impartial observance of all forms of wage equality between gender, similar levels in skill, apportioning of responsibility, etc; a commitment to the creation, preservation and conservation of various forms of social welfare like, e.g., a public health system/a one party health insurance scheme, etc; the desire for an overall balanced budget across the course of a perceived economic cycle; reasonable investment and maintenance in a host of services from the military to infrastructure, etc; relatively fair and simple forms of taxation from a taxation of wages to an impost on goods and services, reasonable income from fees charged for some governmental services to an investment of additional monies for forms of governmental saving and investment (like superannuation, sovereign wealth funds, etc.) as a source of future governmental income, etc. Then, certain principles in the more direct design of a systematic taxation policy need to be well thought through. (790)


Some seemingly prevalent features of current forms of taxation around the world also deserve to be better thought through. For a start, different types of industries seem to be have different ranges of taxation applied to them. In a desire for a level playing field perhaps such inequalities should be abolished. To this end all forms of depreciation and tax write off should also be ended along with all other forms of tax incentives or tax disincentives. A company should have a business plan that envisages it as making a reasonable profit within a reasonable period of time of commencement of that scheme. In this regard profits need to be taxed but loses appropriately taken into account. To this end losses need to be both real and able to be demonstrated. However, turnover should also be taxed. Moreover, in a desire to circumvent anomalies where personal income tax of an individual is treated as company or as a trust or similar should be abolished in a desire for fairness. I.e. with no difference with a company paying tax on profits and turnover, and, an individual paying taxes on their wages. Although I would prefer a progressive tax scale the very upper limits of such a scheme could be subject to some form of reversal in order to encourage the very wealthy to both make and declare their profits made in the country of origin, especially in the countries of origin where the readers of this extended essay might be resident. So, as a suggestion let me put forward a ‘top’ tax rate of thirty cents in the dollar, but, for every declaration over say ten million for that bracket of ten million dollars reduced the amount by one or two percent. Repeat this for the next bracket of ten million reduce the same by further one or two percent. Repeating this until, say, money eared above a certain level only incurs twenty percent income tax. At the bottom end of the scale I believe it is healthy to tax even the poorest of our citizens (who are already paying through indirect taxes on most of their expenditure). However, in the form of compensation pensions, all rendered equivalent, should be augmented in order for the amount actually received to remain more or less in line with what was originally dispensed. That, in this regard, taxation should be permanent and automatically levied each and every year. That if all companies and individuals were to pay their fair share of tax that the burden of taxation would better distributed. Of course, governments would need to get their spending in balance and I would suggest that the complete removal of large donations from the political system, along with full transparency, etc., that governments could be run both more more effective and more efficiently cost-wise. A number of other reforms would need to contribute to this effective-efficiency and I can only suggest some of them here. Superannuations should never be able to be taken out as lumpsums but kept permanently for the task that they should be designed as a fit purpose for, namely, ensuring a higher income in retirement above the level of a pension (set in Australia at around thirty percent of the average cost of living and, in view of the astronomical cost of housing and rents, should be increased at least to around forty percent). That pensions should be treated as a universal pension for all who qualify (in order to remove a proliferation of expensive governmental regulations and punitive and discriminatory disqualifications in that regard). At the same time taxation on such income/s should remain in place. I am sure that with an adequate level of compulsory superannuation, whose investment is tightly supervised by government regulation and oversight, preferably on a non-profit basis, a scheme of pensions and their augmentation would pay for itself or, at least, be less of a burden as the population ages. Given that societies, overall, are becoming progressive more wealthy in time, or that this should be the case through an accumulation of infrastructure, asset management, direct saving, increased productivity in manufacturing, increased efficiencies and profitability for companies overall, etc., then it stands to reason that society should be able to better afford the qualitative improvement of its services like education, health, transport, etc. Would it not be remiss to publish the amount everyone pays in tax (without publishing the details of how that tax was ‘automatically arrived at on grounds of privacy, etc?)? Other reforms should include a land-tax rather than stamp duties that prevent a more fluid market for the transfer of property. Perhaps, capital gains taxes should be exercised at a level in line with VAT or GST; i.e., at a level that does not venture beyond say ten percent? That, fundamentally, all such taxes, imposts, levies, fees, etc., as imposed upon all potential parties, should be better thought out, constructed in a simple, systematic presentation enacted on a non-partisan basis, and legislated in an integrated form that is more equitable, better distributed, and where the market rightly knows where it stands. As stated, companies have this ability to get the customer to finally pay, and, as long as they do not persist with products, services and modes of informational delivery that might well be better sourced overseas, any well-thought out business plan suitably conducted should succeed. (791)


I do not buy into this ‘trickle-down’ mantra that lowering taxes will increase investment to a degree to even merely compensate for the monies forgone. It would seem the public, quite rightly, is also skeptical of this neo-liberal line pushed by vested interests. Furthermore, what supporting evidence is there for what seems to be little more that misplaced ideological faith and fervor? To my mind, governments have an infinite number of ways to better invest such monies, say, through education (especially pre-school, free university education, promoting foreign languages and sciences, overseeing a suitable needs-based funding for school education, etc.), proactively promoting forms of health that also concentrate on healthy lifestyles rather than with a financially circumscribed over-preoccupation with disease and its treatments and consequences; improving the efficiency of transport systems both within and between cities, etc. It has been all too evident, both here in Australia and in the US, e.g., that having huge reserves of money does not means that companies will automatically set out to invest such surpluses. Indeed, all too often, distorted by bonuses for CEOs, companies with large cash reserves seem to prefer to buy back their shares and return that money to shareholders, and themselves, rather than invest the same (especially in an investment climate that is found to present little profitable opportunities whilst also being perceived as possessing a higher degree of risk). So much for a market that will exert an invisible hand and oversee a more effective and efficient delivery of products, services and modes of informational delivery when marketeers are more interests in their won self-interests. At the end of the day, companies that want to stay or come to Australia, e.g., to do business will do so and a wide range of factors will enter into such calculations. A reduction of this list of considerations for business investment merely to a question of tax, namely, the promised enaction of a lowered tax regime; which could also be raised, is too simplistic to argue either for or against! (792)


Government by slogan (and sounding more like both George Orwell’s Animal Farm and 1984 by the day)! Debate through sound-bytes! Sad, very sad!!
 (793)

8:    Provisional Conclusions, Comments & Miscellaneous Observations


Depending on your point of view, mature democracies are either disappearing under a wave of populism stirred by demagogues, or, democracies are storming ahead on a wave of greater democratic representation more reflective of where the public at large stands on a wide variety of issues and anxieties. On balance, which view has the greater degree of historical accuracy in its representations of these changing times? No question, it would seem that we could quite validly argue for either perspective, or, even both perspectives at the same time. On one hand, an ever-enlarging fraction of the voting population is becoming more disenchanted, if not disgruntled, with petty institutional displays of political point-scoring, etc. Then, not a day seems to pass without what should be decried as one more scandal; where politicians are yet again seemingly beholden to persistent lobbyists and their power to either direct or deny donations and, in the process, further polarize and divide a non-bi-partisan politics… by picking ‘winners’ on either the Left or the Right.
 Every day, we are presented with representatives with such a tin-ear that they cannot even focus on those issues that deeply concern a voting public, and, instead, go off on a tangent chasing issues that only concern their own political class. Such ‘scandals’, seemingly ignored by the public, appear to support the contention that politics is now nothing than a continuation of ‘business as usual’. On the other hand, perhaps people intuitively sense, collectively, a greater degree of political transparency than what we might otherwise have given them credit for… and realize and recognize that a political culture gorging on major donations, etc., is now dancing to a set of different tunes… certain well-iterated, neo-liberal themes in variations chosen for them by their wealthy benefactors that have progressively fed, and ever feed, such festering discontentment… Yet, there is a wisdom in the masses but, alas, some time might elapse before a range of responsible responses are suitable discharged in this regard… (794)


That the writing is on the wall is there for all to see. That it exits in the form of various trends indicating increasing voter disgruntlement with a politics persisting as usual, increasing non-partisan polarization and more voters being enticed by facile forms of populism driven by populists claiming to have to heart the best interests of the disenchanted… all, I must hasten to add, proportional to the increasing levels of donations flooding a system that no longer looks the other way. (795)


In the US, most recently, we have had one rare politician who said that ‘if lobbyists do not turn up with money, he does not listen to them’, and, ‘if they do, he might listen to what they have to say’. He must get a few points for being so honest, but, before those who have the power to engineer his re-selection, or not, will lose many political points for not discreetly avoiding and never mentioning this embarrassing topic of ‘where does the money come from… and what strings must, inevitably, be attached to such two-sided largesse?’ (796)


Donations in this Contemporary age of the Convergent Internet are just not necessary, a total distraction of the important time and energy of a politician, and, are eating away at the body-politic! This unhealthy practice needs to be excised, and, excised now! All major donations should be banned. Small, limited, verified private donations, on the other hand, hopefully, perform a healthy form of mutual reciprocity enacted between the politicians, parties and their more receptive courting of the voting public. (797)


In the public mind, donations are becoming quite rightly perceived, through the lens of certain metaphorical connotations, as being, e.g., ‘corrosive, poisonous, corrupting, disruptive, inequitable, improper’, and so on. Why would politicians want to continue playing politics by this outdated and increasingly ineffective form of electoral warfare; given that money alone, at this stage in this form of ‘electoral warfare’, seems to be incapable of swinging an election in the direction of such funding, (perhaps unwisely assuming that most of the monies raised actually do go into that electoral campaigns?)? Perhaps such a practice becomes ingrained through institutional habit, easily reinforced, perhaps, by an electoral fear of losing at the next election; given that all elections between candidates of equal standing, all things being equal, should be found held on the chaotic thinness of a metaphorical knife’s edge? Or, we might invite more sinister intuitions that a quid pro quo travels in both directions? Donors may well expect their donations will invite greater access to key politicians and decisions favorable to their estate, whilst, at a later date, compliant politicians might expect to get a more favorable political afterlife by being invited on to the boards of prestigious companies and organizations, etc., after they retire from politics or lose an election. It would be a safe assumption to make that these ‘retired politicians’ would quite naturally still retain close political connections with their former parties. That such identities could well maintain some continuing influence with current politicians of the same persuasion who might, therefore, continue to be considered very important in this environment where information flows sometimes find their re-direction better assisted through a parallel distribution of financially motivated incentives, i.e., donations given with such ulterior motives, even if not formally recognized as such. In the light of this conjecture, and others, we can see that donations are inserted into the ‘radioactive’ life and death of our political institution in such a manner that long shadows are cast by such a practice, intensified through excessive re-iteration and which possess a long half-life given this vision that a quid pro quo is often mutually fostered thorough the maintenance of such expectations? Obviously, if people were to entertain such cynical reflections and came to believe that the political process was covertly being manipulated by such wealthy benefaction, as often evidenced through the revelations of one more political scandal, then, what is seen to give a party its political life could also be seen as a cancer inflicted on the body politic that, therefore, must stand in urgent need of responsible rectification! What might be the remedy for such distortion? Nothing less than a sympathetic and empathetic process of existential re-construction! (798)


Arm in arm with donations is a style of government that prefers less and less transparency in order to avoid having to take ownership of the implied, but ever denied, relational ramifications of having accepted such major donations. That, often in the proposition of policy proposals, we find their emerging formation being skewed by major donors, where either pro-policy decisions or contra-policy decisions become increasingly more aligned with that positioning being overtly and/or covertly promoted by such lobbyists, etc. In Australia, e.g., as indicated earlier, the health benefits of a sugar-tax were effortless, mindlessly and near-immediately overruled in a bi-partisan fashion by the two main political parties of the Coalition and Labor. Both sides of Australian politics, in this regard, accepting donations from this industry.  In both the US and Australia, as examined earlier, an epidemic of opioid addiction is continuing to gather apace with a political cost alone far greater than the net worth of all donations from the Pharmaceutical Industry given to all parties on the political spectrum quite content to accept such a lethal ‘bargain’!
 (799)


Full transparency might quickly put paid to these adverse political undercurrents, still, the damage has been done and stands in need of both a suitable overall response of both negative forms of circumscription and a suitable overall response of positive forms of innovation. (800)


Such a response needs to combine a cessation and reversal of those relatively adverse neo-liberal policy settings through a cessation and reversal of such settings along with a deconstruction and re-construction of those same adverse neo-liberal policy setting, etc. Taking a chaotic perspective, we can regard ‘cessation and reversal’ as generally a non-innovative, non-chaotic process of redirection whilst ‘deconstruction and re-construction’ basically involves a chaotic process of innovative, chaotical process of re-direction. As noted, even though the consequences of a process of innovation can be quite radical and chaotic, still, to achieve such a relatively radical process of re-direction points of bifurcation have to be approached through small incremental increments along the lines of merely redirected reiteration (rather than re-directed re-iteration). (801)


Taking a deeper stance, I suggested that ‘donations’, etc., and ‘transparency’, etc., were basically preconditional in orientation. That, addressing ‘mis-equity and inequality’ possessed a more conditional orientation, whilst, in contrast, ‘innovations’ took a more post-conditional or future orientation. (802)

We may well argue for the removal of the distortion of political donations, the introduction of greater degrees of transparency, etc., in order to better promote a sense of political process that invites a greater degree of social equality, and, is able to oversee the necessary forms of innovations that help us to successfully make this cultural transition in this era of Contemporary disruption, yet, at the end of the day, what is more important is the re-enrichment of our social relationships with each other in and through this process of existential rectification instigated and overseen through existential re-construction. What is entailed in such a concept? (803)


Throughout the writing of the trajectories envisaged for these Three Critiques I have been grappling with what is entailed in this concept of ‘existential re-construction’. Without thinking that I could ever reach a definitive explication, let me tentatively explore a number of the key points that will need to be made in order to better promote the dissemination of an approach that will attempt to deal with the fallout from both a toxic neo-liberal political-economic environment and its radical transformation through contemporary innovations, and, how we need to be standing in a better position in order to overcome these ongoing disruptions of this distorted political-economy as it unleashes forms of novel innovation whose ramifications, at this moment in time, we can but barely grasp… (804)


We need to understand the past in order to anticipate the future! To be a futurologist, we need to be historians. Histories can be appreciated in both relatively non-existentially oriented terms of reference and in relatively existentially oriented terms. Historical research is often done in the former frame whilst overlooking the latter. The former could be called ‘material history/histories’ or ‘natural history/histories’, and, deals primarily with certain historical narratives focusing on subjects (both key players and non-key players), objects, states of affairs, situations and events whilst identifying causes, ramifications flowing from those events that are both immediately implied and/and consequentially delayed, etc., along with apparent transformations in narratives reflecting such enactions (i.e., actions, non-actions and inactions
). Basically, a material history overlook or a set/series of natural histories overlook a pro-relational history, i.e., history from an existential perspective. In an existential history, relationships are the primary points of focus, noting their formations, their interactions and transformations, etc. However, preferably, history should be done from both perspectives; just as I have stressed elsewhere that the existential arises through the existentialization of the relatively non-existential, and, the non-existential arises through the de-existentialization of the relatively existential. Another way of seeing this false divide, between the relatively existential and the relatively non-existential, is to run a real-ideal aspirational spectrum between the two; determining which textual elements are which through determining those forms of orientation from the apparent relational nature of those historical texts to hand. Given that intentions are an expression of an aspirational economy it is obvious both elements, along with the pragmatic, must be present (in order to run an intentional/aspiration economy). So, e.g., we can approximate the relatively non-existential with the ‘real’ and the relatively existential with the ‘ideal’, that the manner of their intended pragmatic realization then typified to what extent that process of intentional realization, on the part of the actor or actors concerned, has taken place, is taking place  and is to take place or might take place or will take place, etc., as collectively characterizing whether such interactions were primarily existential or non-existential in orientation. E.g., if it is judged by law ‘that it is wrong to kill’ then the state should not execute people it deems to have broken the law to such a degree so as to insist that they suffer capital punishment. Given the killing of a person means we do not have that relationship in which to actively continue our active participation it must mean, therefore, that we can no longer find a direct form of e/valuational formation that could be found to be actively derived therein. Hence, in pro-relational terms, a loss of such valuational formation. Now, suppose for the sake of this argument, this person is a serial killer who would, if they could, also become a mass murderer at the first opportunity. Obviously, this person, if allowed to run amok, would be executing a very large number of people if they could not be stopped. But, further tragic loss of life can be prevented by curtailing the freedom of such an individual through imprisonment. But, should the life of such an imprisoned individual be seen as having the potential for positive existential value? Who are we to judge in this respect? Perhaps they might wish to make amends in some form or other. But, whether they do or don’t is neither here nor there in this matter. Perhaps it is just right that this person should be ‘treated’ as a symbol of the state’s enlightened attitudes and as an ‘illustration’ of what should be expected in this same regard. Regardless of whether we hold a religious or non-religious view re the ‘sanctity of life’, still, it behooves the state to practice what it preaches.
 The important points to be made here are that relationships have an experiential existence that cannot be reduced to the merely material. On the other hand, we cannot run a spiritual philosophy without also noting how things and subjects are embodied in this world as lived. However, a mere catalogue of subjects; the organizations exercised by such subjects; objects; objective states; situations; events; apparent intentions as stated and implied; etc., will miss this existential dimension of the pro-relational, and v.v. In the existential dimension we can view valuational formation from a non-material perspective, etc. Moreover, existential enrichment of our relationships is then more by the way rather than an aspiration that should be established for the benefit of all participants, etc. (805)


Given, for the sake of the argument, this non-absolute distinction between the relatively existential and the relatively non-existential, and, given also their necessary interdependence, then how do we distinguish one from the other given their interdependence of that one upon the other? Or, what right, philosophically and experientially, have we to make such a distinction? Pragmatically, and for many other reasons, we need to make such a distinction since it with the pro-relational in view, wittingly and/or unwittingly, that people learn to mutually cooperate with each other; be that through co-operation and/or co-option, although preferably in terms of the former. Relationships must be mutually enacted to some extent even in so-called master-slave relationships, as noted elsewhere by myself.
 Such necessity, now noted, the question then becomes how do we discern a difference between these two dimensions of the non-existential and the existential orientations? Through noting differential characteristics in experience that can be categorized under the headings of time, space, subjectivity and intersubjectivity (as eamined elsewhere). Basically, as subjects, we learn to distinguish between two types of time, two types of space, two types of subjectivity and intersubjectivity, etc. Once this existential distinction is observed then, both actively and/or passively, such a distinction can be further observed. But, the individual must come to such an understanding first in order to appreciate how it then can affect our observance of our phenomenologically oriented encounters, hermeneutically oriented recognitions and existentially oriented engagements with both ourselves and others, etc. One way to instruct a person in finding for themselves this distinction is to ask if they have ever stood in front of a painting that they so admire that this experience seems to have left them surprisingly refreshed, etc. Or, if a person can recall having an intense argument with someone, but, at some point, for whatever reason, this state of difference was to find a state of resolution and both parties then felt a great degree of relief and respect for the other through having been able to resolve their difference in the suitable manner that was to entail. Or, feeling psychically ‘close’ to someone even if geographically separated, etc., etc. To assist in making this discrimination, I would like to proffer the following scheme to assist us in making such a differentiation. (806)  

In this provisional scheme, in the following format, we note these four heading of time, etc., by noting the relative presence or absence of simultaneity, spontaneity, and synchronicity that is either indicative of and/or instrumental in promoting forms of positive existential enrichment of the relationship/s in question. Hence:

Time:


Simultaneity, Spontaneity, Synchronicity

Space:


Trans-Geographical Orientation/Trans-Locational Aspect

Subjectivity:

Insightfulness, Positive Contributor, Apposite Interventions

Intersubjectivity:
Love, Increased Relational Facticity, Expert Facilitation… (807)


In effect, discerning a non-reductive semblance of value/valuational formation that suitably amplifies the relationship in question through enrichment, enrichment through ongoing re-enrichment… (808)


So, with the above in mind we can now operate with an existential test, namely, does a certain series of enactions re-enrich the relationship/s in question, in its embeddedness, etc., or not, or if some other series of enactions is better able to engineer the same, etc? (809)


A pro-relational or existential perspective being seen as that attitude towards or within a certain situation/s, as entailing an event and/or a series and/or set/s of events, in which it is observed, both actively and/or passively, an enriched pattern of valuational formation. E.g., feeding a hungry person. Or, e.g., resolving a argument with another person. Or, example, helping someone to do something that they not properly do by themselves, etc. In effect, observing a more compactual orientation rather than a contractual relationship. (810)


Likewise, our review of history should attempt to appreciate this distinction between these dimensions of the compactual versus the contractual, and, importantly, the manner of their interaction. So, e.g., in the aftermath of an earthquake we might spontaneously, but carefully, try to extricate people from a collapsed building. On the other hand, if we wanted to dig a swimming pool in our backyard we might prefer to hire someone to do this labour in the form of a contract. Or, e.g., a hotel might offer a room for a community group to meet on the understanding that they also patronize those premises. Although we can make and clearly demarcate this distinction between the existentially oriented compactual dimension and the non-existentially oriented contractual dimension still, in lived reality both dimensions must mutually co-arise together, preferably privileging an existential orientation in a suitable manner as called for by the existential nature of that relationships. In this regard, intervention should be in terms of that which re-enriches that relationship in its embeddedness with all other relationships. However, there will be times when one or more participants in a relationship will have to intervene on the behalf of that relationship without seeking the full or partial cooperation off some other party or parties. Effective, we act on the behalf of a relationship when, through suitable concern and care, we demonstrate that same care and concern. Just as, e.g., a mother looks after her infant child without necessarily asking it whether it needs to feed, etc. Or, e.g., when a teacher instructs a pupil or class and acts wholly on their behalf. Or, when, e.g., a person about to be hit by a car or train is pulled to safety without out asking them first if we could be permitted to save them from this horrendous event... by which time they would be dead. Or, indeed, as in the classic example voiced by Mencius, a child about to fall into a well, or the burning fireplace, should be immediately prevented from doing so or immediately rescued from the same. (811)


Doing history should be no different except for the fact that our review of the historical is simulated and virtual (unless directly experienced prior to such research). An appreciation of this existential dimension noting to what extent we can impute or not impute this element of existential re-enrichment. So, e.g., normally, ignoring the other person, or, rendering them inoperative or killing them, is to automatically disqualify an existential appellation in this regard. Then, a demonstrable decline in existential richness and enrichment could also reinforce this same type of determination. Our historical research, by necessity, focusing on those active actors/passive acters in the relationship or relationships relevant to such explorations. (812)


Ultimately, in our final critique of the ideological perspective of the neo-liberal attitude, the adverse ramifications of such a major discourse need to be addressed and redressed from an existential perspective in which, once again, our relationships are collectively focused upon and re-enriched rather than subjected to over-competitively induced forms of rampant inequality and ensuing inequity, i.e., (‘progressive’ relative) de-enrichment, etc. (813)


But, as might be inferred, although this distinction needs to be continually upheld and exercised, still, in the course of our daily interactions with others we need to observe how we can best get these two aspects to mutually cooperate with each other for the benefit of all, or, at least most of the participants party to such a relationship (or series of relationships and/or set/s of such relationships). Therefore, this need, namely, that the cessation and reversal of neo-liberal policy settings need to be critically reviewed in existential conjunction with existentially motivated deconstruction and existential re-construction through pro-relational processes of rectification. I.e., policy settings, from whatever ideologically oriented or non-ideologically background of origination, need to be people-oriented, i.e., relationally oriented, in such a manner so as to amplify the possibilities for their ongoing re-enrichment, etc., and for the participants in such a relationship to mutually share in such positive re-e/valuational formation. (814)


At the true center of any process of real reform is the need for a recognition that valuational enrichment, through existentially oriented re-enrichment, is a personal-interpersonal process of engagement that must take a pro-relational perspective. To conclude this section of this extended essay let me now focus our examination on this very human form of engaged-interaction. (815)


Studying the imputed intentional life of an individual, basically, is a psychology. Psychologies can take an infinitude of forms and styles; from the phenomenological to the hermeneutical to the existential, or some combination of the same; or, from a behaviorist perspective to that exercised through linguistic analysis, or, from the observations of a certain person or ensuing school of followers to sets of hypotheses based on neurological investigations, etc., etc. More correctly, on a deeper level of appeciaiton,we might assume a psychologist takes an integrated eclectic mix of various styles of psychological analysis and synthesis in order to arm themselves with a grab-bag of existential insights that they hope might help a person in need of psychological assistance, in some form or other, be they as a patient or not as a patient. Be such treatment or advice delivered purely in psychological terms of reference or in conjunction with other disciplines that involve inputs that in nature are pharmacological, dietary, concerns of relational augmentation, the promotion of changes in life-style, etc, etc. (816)


A ‘psychology’ of social interactions, effectively, is a sociology. An emergent sociology and/or an observational sociology, or, a sociology of some other primary form should all be regarded as that which cannot be nor should be reduced to any form of a (reductive) psychology. (817)


An appreciation of the relationship between individuals and societies, and v.v., effectively, is an anthroplogy. (818)


A sociological-like appreciation of a sociology, effectively is a politics. A study of political processes and systems notes a variety of political styles (as they go about the practical resolution of their primary and secondary issues and imperatives). Often they can be categorized in reference to socialistic or individualistic preferences reflecting a prioritization of communal or individualistic preferences respectively, etc. In a specific form of ongoing political expression we note the specific exercise of power through the navigations and negotiations that take place between unequal subjects involved in such power relations, etc. (819)


Given that power is expressed through individuals, as members of various organizations, along with trades in products and/or services and/or information, it follows that political practice cannot remain purely as a theoretical discipline and, hence, its necessary economic involvement. This practical political engagement with the economic world is observed in a political-economics by political-economists, and whose discipline cannot be reduced merely to politics or economics (or stylistics). (820)


In truth, all disciplines emerge and cannot be reduced to the basis of their profession. So, economics, e.g., cannot be reduced merely to money or the flow of money, etc. Equally, one discipline cannot be reduced to some other, or v.v., through distinctive emergence, etc. On the other hand, tools and insights developed in one discipline, through suitable forms of translation or transformation, could well be profitably transferred to some other discipline; albeit reconstituted in the distinctive light of that receptive discipline itself. So, in a certain form of economics the flow of finance may well be a prime consideration, and, that that approach, e.g., could also be applied to, say, politics, in an observation, e.g., of the ramifications of unregulated, poorly regulated or well-regulated practices dealing with the gifting and utilization of donations. In this we can observe the mottoes of “follow the money” and “follow the debt” (be that in the form of financial obligations and/or obligations understood in some other form). (821)


Taking a pro-relational perspective, that oversees relational enrichment, all disciplines, as they stand, can be assigned either relatively existential and/or relatively non-existential epithets and complexions. An existential political-economics, e.g, would be and should be rightly concerned with a reversal of social inequity, injustice, etc., along with the instigation and exercise of processes of existential re-construction that promote the better functioning of this aspect within in the lived domain of that specific political-economy. (822)


I have read recently, in a scientific magazine, the observation that good inter-personal relationships could be regarded as needing to stand, with stability, on three metaphorical legs, namely, likeability (of one person for another), respect (had by one person for that other), and, (a recognition of) sincerity (intuited by one person as being present in that other person with whom they find themselves in some form of inter-personal engagement). That, by extension we can impute something analogically similar in a person engaging with an organization or community or nation, etc., and, between organizations, communities or nations, etc. ‘Likeability’ could be compared to ‘engageability’; ‘respect’ could be compared with ‘trustedness’ rather than ‘trustworthiness’ (where individuals are trusted to conform to certain expectations as defined through an appreciation of past engagements, and, where such ‘trustedness’ becomes ‘trustworthiness’ when such trustedness is found cast in an existential orientation through the primary exercise of a pro-relational attitude expressed in the course of such engagement/s); and, where ‘sincerity’ can be compared to ‘authenticity’ to that extent there is an overt alignment between all forms of relevant intentional expression. I would also like to argue that when all three factors are co-present, and mutually co-define each other, then such engagement can be further regarded as now having an existential orientation. Of course, we should also note that no form of engagement can be without some central form of residual existential expression given that all interaction cannot escape some minimal degree of an alignment with the other. Even a person who tortures another person must have some minimal existential awareness of the person being tortured in order to be able to torture them as a person who is being tortured. Of course, sadly, they must also de-personalize that other person in order to insulate themselves from any form of identification with the other wherein they would then experience the full force of the suffering being inflicted by themselves. Still, they must have some ‘virtual co-experience’ of such suffering in order, paradoxically, that they can further refine the course of its execution and seek to obtain the ends towards which such horrific means are being brought to bear in that non-existential manner. (823)


Given that all aspirations have to be inter-personally mediated, since not one person can do anything substantial through the auspices of themselves, it follows that our interactions need to observe and refine the presence of these three metaphorical legs and, through pursuing such stability, existentialize the course of such engagement in order to ensure the mutual fulfillment of such aspirations; be they individual and/or social in orientation. Obviously, excellent communication is a necessity, a form of interaction that also demands the suitable presence of these three aspects of likeability or engageability, respect or trustedness, and, sincerity or authenticity. Now, it is also true that some people might be regarded as not likeable or are found not be very engageable, or, we might find we respect them as trusted but not as overly trustworthy, or, we might accept the apparent sincerity of another person but still not regard their attitude as authentic. Still, how much more effective would be our relating to them and their relating to us if all parties were to find the other as more likeable, etc. Admittedly, we are all different, but, still, not absolutely different. How much better it would be for our interactions if we were to find the other as more likeable and that they in turn were to find us more likeable and more easy to engage, etc. Is there a moral here? The ramifications of observing the modeling of this approach should not be under-estimated. Politicians, e.g., could well take on board this complex insight that to engage more profitably, to engage in an existential manner, they need to work on these features of likeability, trust and sincerity in such a manner that renders them both a more successful politician and a better politician more receptive to those whom they have been charged to represent. That, in the final analysis, an existential approach is always a more productive direction for people and organizations to take… contrary to the way many populists and demagogues along with their dysfunctional organizations operate; especially when they divide their constituents into opposing factions and privilege one faction over another… demonize this false divide between ourselves and others since we are all dependent upon the other to realize both our own personal ambitions and the inter-personal, social objectives of life-worlds; as expressed through our organizations, our communities, our institutions and nations, etc!! (824)

9:    Where to now?

The Subliminal Checklist indicates areas relatively overlooked by the direct action being inspired, if not incited, etc., by these first Two Manifestoes. E.g., how should we deal with a specific process of privatization being touted for various reasons? By translating such proposals through some form of an interpretative grid in order to expose objectives, the intent of such objectives, neo-liberal bias, just who stands to benefit or not benefit, and, to what degree those subjects will be relatively affected either positively or negatively over the short-term, medium-term, and the long-term, etc. (825)

In effect, an ‘interpretative grid’ is a type of language test; an interrogation of a text, series and/or set/s of texts in order to determine, when and where possible, certain intentional parameters that, hopefully, will give us a deeper insight into the nature of the manufacture of those texts and to what extent an alignment can be argued for between that manufacturing of intent and its interpretative reception. Given that intentionality is an exercise in aspiration, and, we can analyze this aspirational economy through the lens of ‘what’ (there is to hand), ‘why’ (of the where we wish to go) and ‘how’ (we get from the where of the what to the where of the why) we can make a start by using this tripolar modeling as a place to start in this regard. Then, we can expand this modeling to make a more complex grid; preferably constructed in such a manner that specifically illuminates what is particularly examined in terms of type. As a provisional expansion I would tentatively suggest the following comprehensive test – starting first with the apparent topic being titled, then subjected to a search for a ‘what’ (that is being indicated, rightly or wrongly, as to hand), then identify ‘who’ as subjects through isolating who is actively present and then identify ‘whom’ by noting those who are relatively passive, if present, in that situation, or event, etc., and, then, by also a temporal ‘when’ and a spatial ‘where’, and, an objective/idealistic ‘why’ and a pragmatic ‘how’. Then, in a synthetic reversal to this analytical dissection, we then seek to determine the overall purport and import of that set of texts in question through this overall process of enquestioning. This synthetic approach finding reinforcement by noting relevant associations with all other applicable economies (beside this intentional-aspirational approach to textual deposition). All in all, such a professional hermeneutic approach might subvert a lot of political nonsense, all too often, wittingly and/or unwittingly cast in an Orwellian-like mode of misrepresentation, subterfuge and/or obscuration, etc., in order to confuse the apparent import of a realistic sense of positioning, etc; with, therefore, a greater probability of an adverse distortion of the consequences ensuing from the resulting enaction of policy redirections/re-directions, etc., i.e., misdirections, etc., as based upon such mispositioning/s, etc. (as an expected result ensuing from such relative mis-alignment). (827) 

We could call this critical interpretative process translational exposure (or even linguistic nakedness realized through such systematic, critical intentional reparaphrasing etc.). I.e., attempting to outline intentional motivation to that extent this uncovering/discovering/recovering can be conducted. Assisted, in part, by ‘asking’ the apparent authors of such scrutinized texts, when and where possible, what they may have meant or intended in both senses of ‘intention’; i.e., as an intentional objective and as to the apparent intent (as a reason or reasons for a focusing on such intentional ‘objectivity’)? We can also focus, when and where possible, on what might be termed as its second order intention, etc., by ‘asking’, e.g., both ‘why?’ and ‘why this why?’, etc. Invoking an aspirational ideality as to where that intention wished to head towards so to speak metaphorically. Let me explore these types of considerations and further enquire (in transcendental terms of reference) if it is possible to critically expose intent, in all its senses and relevant nuances, to that degree that we can relatively rest in the assurance that we have reasonably re-appropriated what was most likely intended, but, in a provisional sense; given that we tentatively accept that process-determination until such a time presents itself that we must modify that form and/or mode of comprehension. ‘Modify’ in the sense that hermeneutic appropriation is neither absolutely wrong nor absolutely perfect, and, that an acceptance of the former qualification implies that revision can only be a relatively superficial modification of such understanding; where a more basic understanding must persist.
 Hence this critical reparaphrasing of textual content by noting these ten headings:

1.    Topic/Title

2.    What

3.    Who

4.    Whom

5.    When 

6.    Where

7.    Why

8.    How

9.    Enquestioning

10.  (Economic) Associations (828)


In critically conducted translational exposure, moreover, I am also arguing that no propositionally constituted representation can be either absolutely wrong or absolutely correct, in its representation, and, at least theoretically, we can explore such propositional representation in order to better ascertain the apparent veracity of that represented proposition. That, moreover, the apparent integrity of that propositional system is reflected in its textual depositions, and v.v., given that the integrity of representational deposition bears some proportional resemblance to the integrity of its textual production. Let me explore the basis and ramifications for the assertion of these four points.
 (829)


In other words, put simply, texts inescapably mirror the world as lived to some degree, and, this semblance of a world, as a set of overlapping worlds, emerges both from the lived summation of those texts to hand and the overlay of the interconnected genetic history essentially encapsulated in their re-lived re-presentation whether we are aware of this textual prehistory or not. This pre-history manifesting in the genres of appropriation, re-enacted through re-appropriation, from which redirected conventions are seen to persist and re-directed innovations make an appearance through micro-incremental re-adjustments to the former. Therefore, in the light of this series of claims, we can state that all representational propositions must mirror the world as lived to some degree or other, and, and the integrity of textual representation re-presents the apparent authenticity of both its intentional input and textual output. (830).


All intentional input is reflected in the deposition of its parallel textual output. No intentional formation – without textual deposition! All textual deposition occurs through the parallel of an infinite number of textual streams of deposition, although, thankfully, we may only be able to access a few of those more prominent parallel strands in overall textual formation. So, in walking along the beach on a very hot day I leave a trail of footprints; the dripping of a trail of beads of sweat; laying down memory traces of that enjoyable day at the beach, such memories merging to give me this memory of an ‘enjoyable day at the beach’; then, I might meet someone I know on this beach, or, message a friend on my mobile phone or talk to someone on that same mobile and tell them that I am at the beach, perhaps mentioning the memorable events of my day etc., etc.
 (831)


In ascertaining the apparent truth values of representational propositions, given that all propositions are apparent representations of our intentions, we also have the insurance of being able to strip back relatively more superficial aspects of a propositional representation, in its hierarchical presentation, and, the assurance that at some depth we will find representational veracity to some extent given that intentions must reflect this world to some extent and can never be absolutely invalid, etc. Let me demonstrate this insight. (832)


To tell a lie we must speak the truth first in order to tweak some small details of that presentation in a deceptive fashion. ‘This afternoon I was not at home around 3 pm because I went for a walk’. All events can be given a temporal and spatial definition; i.e., a necessary historical and geographical determination. In such a situation, objects and subjects can be introduced by being nominated, and denominated through various forms and degrees of description. Given my historical and geographical existence generally and particularly coincides with this specific nomination and denomination of my being in this city, going for a walk and not being at home at 3 pm, as representationally depicted in this proposition, then, if all that were true then this specifically nominated and denominated propositional representation would be judged as true. But, I could have lied. Maybe I was at home at 3 pm. Maybe I did not go merely for a walk but really went shopping instead. Maybe that day I did not have a home to go to. Maybe I was in another city altogether. But, for this proposition to make historical and geographical sense ‘I’ must be understood as being historically and geographically present in the historical and geographical constraints being depicted in that representation. Otherwise, our understanding of that proposition would be entertaining the impossibility of my being both physically present in and absent from, at the same time, that situation or situatedness as being depicted in that event. Now, this proposition could be true but we can never be absolutely certain that that is truly the case. Equally, it can never be absolutely false given the depiction of myself in that propositional report. Either it is myself or not myself being depicted in that proposition. But that proposition nominates me as that primary subject. As I could have been in this city that day then at least its historical depiction must be judged as potentially accurate even if it were to be inaccurate in its geographical depiction/s; as I might have been at home or in another city or the countryside or overseas, etc. (833)


A hierarchical set of theoretical truth values can be determined from the form of that proposition, but, evidential confirmation is another matter. However, evidential confirmation of different elements in a propositional-complex is not an equal matter although more basic propositions have to be assumed to be true in order to correctly assess truth values of the elements or facets higher in that propositional hierarchy. In this regard, determinations of time and geographical space are relatively more basic in that hierarchy of truth determinations, and, is necessary for overall truth determination to proceed and be completed. (834)


To perform the genre of a lie, I would need to note what is true, and, then tweak one or more elements in that propositional form in order to perpetrate the telling of that lie (through the reiteration of that deception, etc.). But, this can only occur with relatively superficial elements being propositionally isolated and falsely rewritten in this hierarchy of seemingly interconnected propositional elements. Moreover, to do this form of rewriting I must expend more psychic energy in the commissions and/or omissions enacted in that act of lying given that I must recount to myself what I consider to be a true depiction of what I did or did not do before then tweaking a small number of deceptive rewritings. Maybe I stayed at home. Maybe I didn’t go for a walk, etc. (835)


In some ways we can portray an act of lying, through either commission and/or omission, either as demanding the expedition of a greater degree of so-called psychic energy or we could just lie at random as if we were merely shuffling the re/determinations of such nominations and denominations. Almost as if we were to idolize the apparent aspirations before us and immediately adopt such aspirational goals as if they were already achieved. I had wished to go for a walk at 3 pm, but, it looked like it was going to rain, so, I stayed at home. But, I would have wanted to go walking so ‘walking’ it is… and, therefore, lied accordingly. We could postulate, in this regard, both a serious form of lying and a less serious or non-serious or frivolous form of lying, where sheer wishfulness, with less effort, redefines the textual representation of that apparent landscape in retrospective enquestioning. Either way, however, the textual representation is prone to deconstructive pressures through being either inauthentically overinvested or inauthentically underinvested in that process of textual production. In the latter, I am thinking of a person who more confabulates rather than lies per se (given their mistaking of aspirational goals not yet achieved with those that are partially achieved or not achieved at all, but, found particularly aspirational, especially for the audience of those intended statement; where such propositions are just fabricated with a certain degree of inauthentic representationalism. I think they would like that kind of report so I will merely respond in kind). We could also note that the first type of liar would have to be relatively serious in their intent, whilst, in contrast, the second is almost playful although wanting their audience to be sympathetic to such propositional depictions. (836)


In a quick summary here, we could say we have two phenomenological types of lying, namely, a psychic over-investment in serious lying and a psychic under-investment in a frivolous form of lying. In either case, positive goals in a relevantly associated economy are nominated as being performed and achieved and/or negative goals achieved are denied as having being obtained, etc. E.g., as above, it looked like it might rain and so didn’t go for a walk, but, when asked, for whatever reason, lied that I had gone for that walk. Conversely, e.g., the landlord informed the person renting the property in question that the rent was due next Wednesday. The renter said ‘that was fine’ even though they knew that they could not pay on that day given that their wages would be paid the following day and that the rent would be paid that day. These two examples might both be seen as serious and, therefore, as non-frivolous in orientation. On the other hand, if a couple about to be married received six toasters as wedding presents they might diplomatically say to the sixth person or persons giving that sixth toaster ‘how wonderful it was’ and ‘thank them very much for the same’. In this regard, a so-called ‘white lie’ might be seen as conventionally expected and non-serious even though breaking that convention might have serious ramifications.
 (837)


The point of translational exposure, or linguistic nakedness, is the philosophical intuition that we can subjectively represent reality to some degree, as a work in progress, and, that this representation can be inter-subjectively re-presented, again, as a work in progress. However, to philosophically argue for this point or position (as a meta-position
) I need to establish translation, first, as a process of reparaphrasing within the same linguistic frame of reference in question, and, second, that reality is better depicted through both a multi-referential set of relevant frames of reference and an explication of their interconnected and aligned transformational isomorphic invariance that can be demonstrated both therein and there between, and, that exposure can be demonstrated through the continual application of forms of transcendental suspension suitably invoked for such insight-formation. That effectively, a critical phenomenological treatment of intentional behaviour, etc.,
 can be neither dismissed as merely ‘mental’ nor as ‘non-mental’ in orientation, and, that an evacuation of the false dichotomy between internal mental worlds and external non-mental worlds can be easily overseen through deconstruction, demonstration of epistemological limits, economic inter-dependence, automatic forms of correlativity, interconnected transformational isomorphic invariance, transcendental (i.e., trans-cognitive) rules of judgment, etc. (838)


Translation need not be just between languages or, for that matter, just between two or more readers, etc. To make sense of a complex passage in a text we could paraphrase the same. Or, in order to show we have adequately understood a textual passage we could rewrite its contents, arguments and overall import in our own words. E.g., if I were to argue a certain technical point in terms of my own philosophical research then it would be more than likely that I would also need to translate the same into terms that would be better comprehended by the specific audience seeking to comprehend the same. So, e.g., if I were to argue that ‘the process of judgment necessitates, among other things, the (meta-)suspension of both the suspension of a question and the metaphorical suspension of a possible answer’. How might I translate this complex proposition in such a manner that a person with at least a minimal philosophical training is able to comprehend both the purport and import of this proposition. Basically, I could do this through the use of extensive footnotes, or through a well-constructed introduction, or through a commentary, and/or through an expertly constructed translational paraphrase, etc. In terms of a simpler paraphrase I could say, e.g., ‘that in judging something, the material for judgment has to be in the form of a sentence (as a set of propositions) subjected to enquestioning where alternative answers, either ‘this’ or either ‘that’, whilst undecided, presents a sort of suspension (until the question is answered by the solution of either ‘this’ or ‘that’), and, that either ‘this’ or ‘that’, are in effect, metaphors whose likeness means that they are ‘both like and not like’ that metaphorical content being comparatively used in this regard and, therefore, are also a type of suspension, and, that also a dynamic balance or (meta-) suspension of both ‘question and answer’ are also needed in order for the judgement to properly conclude if some form of an adequate resolution can be realized that successfully answers that question’. Obvious, there is a place for technical language as a non-technical paraphrase, more often than not, may well need to be more lengthy in order to convey the same degree or richness of intentional content. Of course, there will be occasions where paraphrases may more succinctly capture both the purport and import of a proposition. A person might enquire ‘are you in a position where it is necessary for you to request assistance in order to extricate yourself from the difficulties that you seem to be currently experiencing?’ The person in such difficulties might be more inclined to just yell “Help!!” Hoping the other person would suitably understand both that they were in difficulty and urgently needed help to extricate themselves from such difficulty. (839)


Paraphrasing shows us that translation can be either within a linguistic frame of reference or between different linguistic frames of reference. The point in common is that the intentional intent or purport remains invariant under such translations. So, e.g., ‘car’, ‘automobile’, and ‘voiture’ all have the same denotation (although not necessarily the same connotations or purport). What is in common, denotationally, is this isomorphic aspect that remains invariant under such translations (in this example both within English and within French, and, between English and French).
 (840)


Now, languages have evolved in a linguistic economy between the polarities of objectivity, subjectivity and inter-subjectivity. They are also hierarchically enstructured reflecting how we see and divide up the world as lived through the lens of what is to hand and what is not to hand in the context of a frame of utility where ‘utility’ is usefulness within a certain context that altogether encounters, recognizes, and engages with the same. So, e.g., a car is driven and is useful to their owner or to a passenger if the latter is being given a lift, etc. But, for many drivers of cars a car is never just a ‘car’ being for some a measure of status obtained or not yet obtained or would never be obtained; even if desired. For a taxi driver who owns their taxi-cab or a driver using the app(lication) of Uber their vehicle is also a means of livelihood, etc. This observation of a multi-referential set of reference frames for viewing the same reference, albeit with or without a difference in sense, leads me to propose the meta-observation that all references, as intentional objectives, can be read through an infinite number of reference frames, although, in practice, a certain type of objective usually is associated with a select array of reference frames conventionally associated with the particularity of that type of objective. So, e.g., for a ‘car’ we have a ‘vehicle for transport and cartage’, often with a certain ‘positive or negative status’, that might be employed as a ‘form of employment’, etc. To a considerable extent these associated frames of reference that surround a certain type of intentional objective map the general semantic sense of that type of objective. Such association imparts an enhanced sense of semantic richness; just as chairs are for sitting upon, but, can also be used as weapons of attack or defense, art objects in a museum, an object to sleep upon, to also eat at or write on at a table or as if it were a table to write on, etc., etc. (841)


A multi-referential perspective enriches our semantic understanding of a certain type of objective be that in general, particular and/or specific terms of reference. (842)


How does a certain frame of reference inform the intentional representation of the same? The essential configuration of a particular type of phenomenon or set of phenomena is expressed in our appreciation of this invariant, isomorphic region in our intentional understanding that remains relatively invariant as we translate that type of intentional objective between the various frames of reference with which it is semantically interrelated in the normal linguistic representation of focused forms of intentional behaviour. This focus being on that core region of intentional invariance (as we find ourselves translated within a certain frame of reference or transformed between relatively different frames of reference; that may or may not be relatively radical in this latter regard). E.g., this chair or that chair is for sitting on, but, that wonderful set of Chippendale chairs in Dumfries House, Scotland, is now, quite rightly, for viewing only. (843)


Intentional objectivity is a representation of that objectivity being (phenomenal-phenomenologically) encountered, (hermeneutically) recognized and (existentially) engaged (in the non-systematic sense of this expression ‘existential’). (844)


How is this invariance able to mirror the way world is lived? When we move from one frame of reference to some other and assume the same intentional imputation and find this is not disproven through experience then we further map our world based upon its linguistic hierarchicalization.
 That this applies within the same linguistic frame of reference and between different frames of reference. (845)


How is this representationalism mirrored? Metaphorically. Such sense being built up semantically through a relatively successful hierarchical mapping of verified significance both conventionally, through habit, and innovatively, through an incremental extension of the former. E.g., a chair is an object with metaphorical legs or supports that may number, usually, from one to four (but could include a number greater than four). It is usually constructed from certain material like wood, metal, plastic, leather, etc., within a certain theme, and variation, recognized as chair in distinction to a table or a couch or a bed. Then, usually we sit on a chair and lie down on a bed and sit or stand at a table, etc. Recognition of my being able to sit on that legged object earmarks it for me as an instance of a chair. Although I could fall asleep in a very comfortable leather chair my being able to sit on it earmarks it out as a ‘chair’. On the other hand, my being able to lie on a bed earmarks that object out as a ‘bed’. Whereas, although I could lie on a table-top, still, it would most likely be reviewed as a ‘table’ given that a ‘bed’ is usually more comfortable and not so high off the ground, etc. (846)


Our virtual and non-virtual interactions with certain intentional objectives that appear to share the same inter-subjective linguistic space assist us in analogically mapping the semantic sense of such references. So, e.g., a chair in being able to be sat on, even if in a museum or stately home with a sign that says ‘no sitting on the furniture on display’, still means we regard it as a ‘chair’ even if, non-virtually, we cannot sit on the same chair at least we could imagine ourselves seated upon the same in virtual terms of reference. Hence this observation that metaphor is associated with this core invariance associated with a similar particularity in intentional objectivity. Semantic sense locates reference in a hierarchy of generality, particularity and specificity. So, e.g., this object in front of me, phenomenologically, looks like a (conventional) chair. I can imagine myself sitting on it. Hermeneutically, I perceive the essential recognition of chairlikeness (given that I can imagine myself sitting on it; utilizing this conventional genre of sitting on a chair, and, the fact that chairs are usually housed, con-textually, in a room, etc.). Existentially, I find relief in my sitting on this very comfortable and elegant antique chair. Altogether, this phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential economy, i.e., intentional-representational economy, has me seeing a chair with more than enough evidential verification given that I can sit upon the same ‘as if on a chair’ and that that is confirmed in ‘my sitting on this chair’ (either non-virtually and/or virtually). (847)


There are times when we can be mistaken. But fear not, usually we can invoke a certain epistemological insurance and ontological assurance to the effect that mistakes can be retraced until we find forms of confirmation that assure us we can recontinue from that point of assurance. I thought I could sit on this chair but then in reading the sign ‘no sitting on the antique furniture’ realized that I should not be sitting on this specific chair, that looks quite antique, and promptly got up; hoping nobody saw me make this mistake. Although this chair could be sat upon, as demonstrated by my mistakenly thinking I am allowed to sit upon it I realized that it was an exhibit in this stately home and was no longer meant to be sat on. (848)


We are never absolutely lost (for words) just as when we visit a foreign city we might be lost within that city, but, normally, we know which city we are in. Or, in my travels across the Indian province of Bihar I had to change bus in a city I still do not know the name of but despite that I still know it was in a city in the Indian province of Bihar. The point being made here is this, namely, in our engagement with objects or other persons this process of encountering remains a process where we hierarchically fill in the details and through various forms of evidential verification find ourselves allowed to refine such comprehension as a continual work in progress. We may never absolutely know the intentional object in its absolute objectivity, but, still, we also can never be absolutely not knowing something about our engagement with the same. This ‘object has a body’ and must be a ‘person’ who confirms that fact by talking to me, whereas, in contrast, that object ‘has four legs’ and ‘looks like a chair’, and obviously is unable to have a conversation with me, etc. I find that person can speak English. I see that that chair looks relatively modern and in a place in this stately home, on this side of the roped off areas, that means ‘I can sit upon it should I wish to’, etc, and, so on… (849)


Hence, our multi-referential ‘economic’ engagement with intentional objectivity, a recognition of metaphorical comparison, evidential verification, semantic refinement through conversing with others, insurance and assurance, detailed explication of a very engageable and practical middle ground between absolute ignorance and absolute knowledge, as a work continually in progress… although we soon move on to know a new object of interest when an old object no longer interests us…. (850)

Why this concern with these philosophical issues, and, what are the ramifications of this concept of translational exposure, etc? (851)


In the first Two Manifestoes there is demand for a greater degree of political-economic transparency, etc., on the pre-conditional grounds that with such informational transparency the political-economy can better function; both through the use of such information and as a self-correcting mechanism when forms of maladministration or corrupt administration are taking place, etc. The Third Manifesto effectively assists us in the details needed for the re-organization of this process of administrative rectification. The Fourth Manifesto, a Future Manifesto, seeks to take this state of greater transparency in order to re-present a greater accuracy in our reception of our representations concerning the functioning of this political-economy. In the midst of a number of certain considerations, one of the most pressing is to ask “just how can we more accurately represent the representation of the political-economy both in its being represented and in the pursuit of a more perceptive interpretation of this ongoing critical process that co-opts a more accurately depicted process of representation?” As a work in progress, this mutual interaction between representation and interpretation must proceed through this ongoing critical process that harmonically re-integrates such an evolving understanding and appreciation realized through processes of both re-interpretation and re-(re)presentation, etc. Essentially, as a critical process of judgment, wittingly and/or unwittingly, we must utilize ongoing, overall transcendental suspensions in such a manner so as to expedite a greater degree of accuracy in both our representations and interpretations of the political-economy in order to proffer such more profitable forms of hindsight, insight and oversight, etc. (852)


Transparency, as a practice, promotes the deposition of relatively unmediated texts reporting on the conventional understandings already in place as they arise through definitive intentional decisions and definitive intentional non-decisions; i.e., as presented, through deposition, in a representation of such enactions as delivered and deposited. So, e.g., a committee accepts the presentation of a submission as long as that submission is relevant; i.e., as a suitable submission for a certain process of review in a form required for submission. That submission either listing arguments for and/or against a certain proposal, or, itself, proposing a certain proposition for review in which submissions, for and/or against, would then be required for review. After a critically conducted process of review, the committee concerned can then post a provisionally final submission of review (if a submission of an appeal is either not taken up or is not permitted). Intentional decisions are definitive in the sense that they either adopt and disseminate a certain position one way or the other, or, definitively postpone, in the form of a meta-decision, the making of such a decision. Hence this concept of ‘enaction’ that notes both decisions to act or not act, or, definitively defers the current making of such a decision. (854)


An intentional decision is to either enact the possibilities embedded in a rhetorical dis-conjunctive suspension of the either /or, or, to defer, in the meantime, the making of a decision along the lines of the former. (855)


Given that an intentional economy is oriented towards the making of definitive decisions it follows that this economy is intimately linked with a transcendental, i.e., trans-cognitive, judgmental economy regardless of whether such decision making is through critically enacted and/or non-critically enacted deliberations or the acceptance of a preconfigured response determined, e.g., in the roll of a dice, etc. Pathways of enaction being determined rhetorically through intentional directions indicated and decisions made accordingly, or, through some form of a deferral where no current decisions are being made other than the deferral of the making of a definite decision. (856)


In this intentional light of decision making, and seeing intentions as ‘decisive’, we see the possibilities for decision making laid down in the rhetorical aspect of the judgmental economy to the extent that all economies mirror the transcendental nature of what it means to be ‘economic’ as exercised through an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. Let me explain. All economies, as previously noted, are tripolar (as a minimum requirement). They ‘mirror’ the decisive nature of the intentional economy delivered through acts of judgment as enstructued by the exercise of an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. I.e., as a harmonic process engineered within the transcendental-trans-intentional economy given that judgment is trans-conceptual and, therefore, must be ‘trans-intentional’ by definition. I.e., a judgment being exercised between, within or from a set and/or series of concepts it follows that judgment must be trans-conceptual, i.e., trans-cognitive and trans-intentional, i.e., as ‘transcendental’ (in an essential accordance with this type of active definition
).
 That, from a transcendental perspective, theoretically or hypothetically, we have a grand equivalence between these different senses possessing the same transcendental reference. Hence my equation of the ‘existential’, e.g., with the ‘pro-relational’, with the ‘transcendental’, as the ‘trans-economic’, ‘trans-cognitive,’ etc., etc. (857)


Given that the ‘economic’ is equated with the ‘intentional economy’, etc., and is mirrored in and through the ‘overall transcendental suspension’ (and also equivalent with the ‘overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension’ as explored elsewhere, etc.) it follows that the tripartite nature of the overall suspension can act as a guide in an understanding of the constitution and functional formation of this overall suspension. E.g., taking the harmonic progression of consonance, dissonance and resolution as a guide we can outline these three polar aspects as also being, when conducted through a gestalt lens, respectively, as a rhetorical background field of consonance (paralleling the anticipation of intentional expectations through the meta-textual dimension of conventional genres and con-texts), as foreground field of dissonant metaphorical focus (paralleling the overt formation of textual deposition), and, an ongoing dynamic balance of the former and its formation of a process of resolution (paralleling my so-called ‘non-textual’ dimension of overall textual experience in a formation of simulation/s). As complicated as all this may seem technically, it is nothing more that the net, ongoing interaction of three gestalt facets that simulate the formation of an intentional economy. A more detailed appreciation arising through these many parallels and juxtapositions that arise within this tripolar framework. So, e.g., the equation of ‘gestalt focus’ with ‘text(ual deposition)’, ‘dissonance’, ‘retrospectivity’, ‘analysis’, etc., etc. And, its overall (or their individual) contrast with the other two moments or poles of background and the relationship between focus-and-background (and its co-arising of a corresponding sense of transcendental subjectivity
). (858)


By mentally engineering a dynamic balance between these three archetypal polarities an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension is induced and given relative precedence, rather than, exercising some form of bias, preference, prioritization with one of these three polar orientations. (859)


Such induction can be done, wittingly and/or unwittingly, through asking a skeptical question (rhetorically without immediately answering it); through invoking a metaphorical allusion (without then conducting the literal treatment of the same and, by such means, run a simulation as a simulation qua simulation), by juxtaposing intentional content versus contra-intentional content, or, intentional content versus its intentional process, or, intentional process versus contra intentional process, etc.), or, by invoking a global suspension where the entire world of phenomena is suspended as if were an illusion or as if it were non-existent like a dream, etc., or, by mindfully enacting a free-flowing of ideas that are allowed naturally to interact without ego-oriented involvement and intervention, etc., etc. Such a process revealing the phenomenal qua phenomenal in and through a transcendental-phenomenological form of reflection and in the process revealing the apparent intentional constitution of that placed under such a suspension. The suspension being left through a suspension of that suspension, etc., and, so on. (860)


The ensuing critical fruitfulness of a transcendental suspension continually arising through the suspension of that suspension, etc., along with its revelation of economic productivity (translated into intentional, non-transcendental terms of reference). An ongoing dynamic balance between intentional and trans-intentional experience helping us to decisively navigate around others, etc.,
 and negotiate with others, etc.
 (861)


Authenticity of decision making directly reflects the degree it was enacted through the critical utilization of such ongoing, overall suspensions. By taking a pro-relational stance, the existential semblance of the authentic is given a voice. This existential complexion is reflected in the apparent authenticity of such reflections and their fruitful expedition. A process of existential re-construction, therefore, is expedited through just such a mechanism, through the critical exercise of an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension; be that wittingly and/or unwittingly instigated, etc. (862)


How then, in the light of the above, should we proceed? Through suitable pre-conditional research, conditional reflection, and, post-conditional critical review. Treating all research and its productivity as a provisional work in progress, and, whose fruitfulness is a measure of the existential productivity of those explorations. I.e., the extent valuational formation is enriched and left richer than that level of valuational formation merely invested in such a process of critical review. I.e., as experienced in and through an existential surplus, as an existential excess of valuational formation (as determined, itself, in turn, through such critical reflections). Such transcendental productivity, above and beyond such investment, being reflected in such ensuing existential re-construction as found delivered and whose appreciation can be realized through its inter-subjectively demonstration. Given that the existentially oriented process, through the existential transformation of the relatively non-existential, is essentially stamped through harmonic resolution upon its ensuing apparent authenticity of production. Just as in a certain situation, a suitable response is realized through its existentially encountered, recognized and engaged propriety, appropriateness and appositeness. Just as a hungry person should be fed with the right food, to a right degree, and, in a right manner.
 (864)


Now, representational transparency and accuracy of the same is one thing, but, given the apparent ineffectualness of facts in contemporary political discourse one must wonder if true statements can have the same utility in this Contemporary era? (865)


In my previous philosophical exploration of historical appreciation, I proposed a three-tier approach centered on the apparent presentation of relevant facts, frames of interpretation, and, styles of critique. So-called ‘facts’ are always interpreted in and through a frame of reference. Historians, in effect, create a historical narrative in order to make better sense of those facts (not that those facts themselves will be formulated with a miscellany of narrations behind the presentations of the same). In a more polarized political climate, it would seem that those formulated narratives are taking on a more polarized narrated integration of those individual factual-narrations. Indeed, we could argue that in privileging narratives, facts, either convenient or inconvenient, can be both overlooked in the mere presentation and assertion of that narrative or counter-narrative being reasserted. However, a narrative that increasingly becomes unaligned with historical reality, as appreciated in and through a critical transcendental appreciation invites, at some stage, some form of catastrophic re-alignment with the reality of that ‘reality of lived experience’ as it becomes better appreciated. Of course, as a process, this re-alignment takes time and can only proceed as a major narrative once it becomes the major narrative in this same regard. All minor narratives are handicapped, but, the mere privileging of a narrative that is poorly aligned with documented reality and its critical appreciation can only survive to that extent this dominance is propped up through authoritative assertions. Once those ‘assertions’ lose their authoritativeness then deconstruction becomes the main item on the menu of that day. By ‘deconstruction I mean a set of concepts that note potential for a complex concept to fall apart under critical scrutiny be that through a de-privileging of preferences that have no grounded reasons for such prioritization other than through prejudicial appointment; through an exposure of elements and arguments that are self-contradictory; through a lack of evidence or evidence otherwise; a poverty of integration; relative inauthenticity of manufacture; inconsistencies with other discourses regarded in a better light as more authoritative; impropriety of construction; inappropriateness of application; and an inappositeness of consequence, etc. Let us say, for reasons of simplicity, that this expression is reserved for demonstrating forms of unfounded preference, poorly integrated forms of construction, and/or, inauthentic modes of manufacture. (866)


So, given a contemporary over-privileging of a narrative or a counter-narrative we can view this relative deprivileging of facts as a consequence of such a form of prioritization. It stands to reason, therefore, given the natural presence of such forms of privileging, albeit in a wide variety of preferential treatment; be that from privileging to over-privileging (or, indeed, under-privileging), then it stands to reason that facts, true or false, will make little difference to the tenacity such frames of reference are going to be held through assertion, and ongoing reassertion, etc. Of course, convenient facts could and would be cherry-picked whilst inconvenient facts could or would be ignored or re-interpreted, etc.
 However, at the end of the day a narrative that is non-aligned with this world as lived can only survive on a diet of reassertion. Once this non-alignment or poorly aligned alignment is experienced then one must hope that the days of dominance of that narrative or counter-narrative are numbered. Although, it also true to say that for those who have maintain a certain over-ontological commitment or over-epistemological commitment facts have no real bearing on their beliefs in line with such excessive commitments. (867)


Given this dominance of narrative or counter-narrative, what chance has the professional disciplinarian and their public audience of ever being able to assess whether facts are ‘factual’ or ‘counter-factual’ as so-called ‘alternative facts’, and, as to which narrative, on offer, has a better claim to best represent reality; a ‘reality’ we can only know through various forms of textual engagement along with our reflections upon the same? Or, in the same vein, how do critically reflect upon these various representations in such a manner so as to be able to distinguish factual truth, etc? The same way a transcendental-phenomenologist deals with the problem of dream-content; like dream apples, e.g.
 I.e., through noting comparative richness of modal inputs in comparison to that as expected with that type of phenomenon as has been experienced in lived reality, and, from there anticipating an enrichment of our explorations in keeping with that same type of phenomenal-phenomenological engagement. Paralleling my treatment of historical research, as a three-tiered phenomenon, through noting apparent facts, narrated interpretations and their collective critique/s, we can do so in a similar fashion by noting the apparent modal richness of factual presentations, the richness of their interpretative narrations, and, how apposite certain critiques of the same may or may not be in some form of critically integrated scrutiny of that research platform. (868)


Or, we might ask, amongst other things, just where is ‘insurance and assurance’ when we so need some method for divining and dividing the narrated sheep and goats to be found ever bleating in our midst? (869)


All too often, dominant discourses overlook what might be inconvenient. Then, inauthentic discourses are prone to make such an oversight a positive feature by focusing on the mere appearance rather than the substance of such points of interest.
 As argued previously, we can say inauthenticity is a mix of serious and/or non-serious forms of narrated construction where either the narrations of some other person or persons is just blindly accepted and/or improperly constructed by one’s self in order to similarly achieve a certain purpose that may or may not be announced by that narrative in question. (870)


Assuming such a genesis, we can assume patterns of misdirected construction that will more easily proffer themselves as points for deconstruction (in its broadest sense). Hence these entries points for processes of insurance where ascriptions and arguments are wound back until a point of assurance, more or less, is realized that finds a level of acceptance through suitable forms of consensus, etc. (871)


As indicted, such entry points for deconstructive exploration, for critical processes of insurance and assurance, etc., may well lend themselves as either metaphorical points of noisy focus and/or absent sound. In exploring problematic themes ‘reported’ in a newspaper, e.g., we might statistically note either those topics that keep getting raised and/or those topics one might expect to be raised that are relatively left overlooked in textual silence. Or, we might note ‘who’ is raising certain issues and/or ‘who’ is not apparently interested in other issues and, by such differentiations, demonstrate political allegiances, etc., dominant narrative versus counter-narratives, etc. (872)


In reading a text, we get to discern its relative richness of expression. This richness is related to the quality of input and the relational richness of those explorations that impact upon the progression of that text, etc. This apparent richness is present through the quality of its factual inputs, the quality of its both its individual and collective arguments, along with the manner or style of its narration or implications for narration, etc. So, a novel, e.g., could be short on facts but rich in descriptions. Or an essay, in contrast, might include a few key facts and critically extrapolate the ramifications of those observations in the form of a powerful critique, etc. In effect, the apparent existential richness of a text, in its reception, will reflect both input, narration, construction and overall impact of itself as a text or as a series of texts and/or set/s of texts. Or, put another way, to what extent is the textual economy in question able to do what is meta-textually indicated through meta-textual indications, etc. So, e.g., if the text is a letter we could ask if it is well-constructed as a letter and does it suitably function as a letter in its context of being received as a letter, etc. (873)


In a neo-liberal context, we could ask if a certain text has or does not have indications of a neo-liberally oriented ideological formation, whether it is anti-neoliberal, or, attempts to arise above and go beyond such de-centered terms of reference? Or, we might note that this text was formed before the relative rise of recent neo-liberal thinking and practice. Indeed, it is hard for a recent political-economic text to escape such a dominant discourse, but, then a more perceptive text might at least note where it is coming from without assuming that we are all automatically paid-up members of such a competitive fraternity. (874)


In the light of the above, just how do we go from ‘transparency’ to ‘accuracy’ and thence to the ‘critical, existential re-construction of the political-economy?’ But, first, let me temporarily defer replying to this important question central to these three critiques and, instead, examine the mysterious nature of humour and what implications this analysis, however superficial, might have for considerations that examine the currently fashionable topics of fake news, alternative facts, counter-narratives and the like… assuming that they all fall within the same particular type of phenomenon, namely, some communal form of entrenched delusion thinking? Asking ourselves if such misalignment is the case and what might be done in order to rectify such distorted misinterpretations of this shared world as lived? We must assume that such rectification is necessary in order for all of us to escape the potentially adverse ramifications that must inevitably ensue if such misguided subjects were to collectively persist with such an insistent mis-alignment of lived-experience? (875)


Philosophically, let us assume that we live in a world that is engaged through navigation around objects and negotiation with subjects. A world in which neither personal nor interpersonal aspirations could be realized apart from others. A world that is appreciated through facts read in certain narrated frames of reference, and, that both of which are critically appreciated, to varying degrees, through deeper forms of reflection. Such reflections noting relevant factual correlations, accommodations and transformations, etc., discerned in such narrations and, thereby, discerning in such a process of e/valuation as to whether these phenomenological features were actually present in such contextual frames of interpretative reference. Hence the confluence of phenomenological facts, interpretative narratives and, when considered together, the discernment of the apparent import of their existential critique. (876)


However, this simplistic world view of this philosophical cosmos, that ‘values narrated facts’ is radically disrupted by the comic disruption of humour. Facts are supposed to be read in the context of a narrated frame of reference. But humour disrupts this relationship of containment, of facts within a certain narration, by apparently supplanting one frame of reference quickly with another context creating a disturbance in this process of narration. Sometimes with a disruptive contrast that provokes laughter or silently enjoyed in some quieter form of irony, or, as a silly or mistimed joke that falls flat or in the form of a sudden, shocking disturbance with almost a blasphemous intensity. The comic intention takes many forms, but, we might well surmise that all forms of humour take a similar deeper shape, namely, this transplantation of the narrative where factual-like material is quickly reviewed through the different light of another narrative and, where this transformational-transition in the discontinuity between these two narratives is experience with some form of comic relief. This paradox of the experience of this psychic shock of the humorous encounter and its ensuing re-experience through comic relief is also mirrored in the fact that humorous situations can also be had through an anticipated-unexpectedness or an unexpected-anticipatedness. This combination of ‘shock and relief’ might also explain why we forget jokes very easily unless carefully re-rehearsed, or, why the telling of the same joke can re-experienced with a similar degree of humour; although the quick re-telling of the same joke is not generally advisable… unless you are a professional comic with a different audience. (877)


Now, I introduce this idea of humour to suggest, among a number of points, that facts are viewed in their associated narratives, and, that to change the narrative is not easy, but, that when it does occur it does so in such a disruptive manner that such disruption itself might well be seriously avoided; being pre-judged as something far too disturbing to be ever contemplated; be this awareness wittingly and/or unwittingly realized. However, in the successful delivery of a well-formed joke, e.g., the initial appearance of a certain narrative, indeed, is replaced by a new narrative reproducing a sense of a disruptive contrast that finds some form of resolution and relief in the form of a humorous discharge. This type of phenomenologically distinctive experience seems to be encountered in a similar manner by others. People are seen to be similarly enjoying the same type of humorous encounter in experiencing the recounting of the same comic engagement; witness the fact that most people who are simultaneously receptive to the successful delivery of a well-formed comic situation more often than not seem to laugh, or similar, at the same time. (878)

We might argue, in the light of this brief analytical sketch, that narratives can be replaced, that it takes a certain additional psychic energy to engage this shift in state, like a physical transformation in phase, but, in general the facts stay unchanged; albeit now subjected to a process of reinterpretation. A same or similar set of facts, therefore, can be entertained in a variety of narrated contexts either with and/or without a necessary process of essential transformation in a transition between narrated frames of reference with or without a necessary reconstitution, moreover, of the usual significance associated with such frames of reference. However, there will also be situations where such narratives will be or will not be ‘insightfully transformed’ with or without an ‘insightful transformation’ of our appreciation of that same set of facts. That ‘insightful transformation’ could be defined as ‘an informative re-enrichment of understanding in such a manner that portends a differing or different set of ramifications’, and, would normally involve, the adoption and adaptation of the less adverse ramifications apparently presented in our reinterpretation of that situation in such manner that would normally exercise a preference for ‘lesser adversity’ as perceived by that subject or those subjects privy to the realizing of such an insight (or series and/or set/s of insights). I remember one time, when I was teenager wandering across the countryside, that in hurriedly going down a bush clad hillside suddenly finding myself stopping on the edge of a cliff that I had not realized was there on the middle of my ‘path’ down this hillside. My ‘path’ down this hillside was no longer there and, thankfully, had realized this just in time. Such ‘insight’ I would define as ‘insightful’ as the ramifications of not having realized that insight, and changing course, for myself, would have been fatal. (879)


With this tentative definition of ‘insight’ could we say experiencing a humorous situation as comic insightful or not insightful? The successful delivery of a punchline is not like not going to get us to ‘shift course’ is to speak? In watching a good stand-up comic we may laugh but not do much more that shift a little in our seats. On the other hand, let it be noted that the impact of humour always has a point. A metaphorical point that pricks either the person performing the humorous encounter (in, say, an act of self-deprecation), the person observing the comic situation (who, say, may see themselves as being linguistically ambushed) and/or some third party (who, say, may be subjected to some form of farcical denigration or exaggerated caricature). That being the case,, then we might extend our definition of insight to also include ‘with or without this potential for re-navigation and/or re-re-negotiation with others given a shift in our perception of that other in question’.  (880)


Sometimes, perhaps more often that we might admit, humour is not perceived as being very funny. A joke, e.g., might not be well-delivered given a general recognition for the importance and need for a well-orchestrated process of sequential timing. Or, a joke may be not well-formed. Then, again, a so-called comic situation may be more designed as an exercise in insight formation as, say, in the dissemination of a piece of satire where the author or performer assumes the role more of a joker or truth-teller and is out to shock their audience and render them less complacent in the face of certain issues? However, it would be true to say that humour, intended or unintended, has a metaphorical ‘point’ and that that ‘sharp end’ is directed towards the metaphorical ‘butt’ of a certain specific person or certain particular type of person or the collective ‘butts’ of such certain persons. Sticking ‘needles’ into other people, even when requested, can be a dangerous affair. Then, to suitably engage a comic situation the person who encounters such a humorous zone also needs to possess a certain degree of non-concrete, abstract thinking that would allow then to migrate from one narrated frame of reference to the next without literally appreciating the mere form of that comic situation in question. Admittedly, some people are found with no true apparent sense of humour, and, that this is usually indicative of either an ill-conceived performance of humour and/or that the person is more concrete in their thinking and generally unable to appreciate metaphor in depth and/or the person is in a deeply psychotic state that currently will not allow them to experience humour other than as some form of pointed-deprecation generally aimed at themselves whether, in reality, that be the case or otherwise. (881)


I have described the appreciation of humour as an insightful process, with or without overt ramifications. I have also suggested that as a change of state it is much like a change of phase and must involve a certain expenditure of psychic energy to be both realized and, therein, appreciated. I would also like to suggest that we are set up to shift frames of narration in a pre-determined manner that whilst not changing those embedded facts may well force us to see them in a new light. Thence the ‘pointed’ nature of such insight where this metaphorical ‘point’ is both sharp and redirective. That such insight, to some extent, prods us to change course if only in how we are to perceive that factual content alluded to through the textual performance of that humourous situation… in both its metaphorical ‘writing and reading’. Even the person retelling a joke may well find themselves laughing again (although over serious reiteration invites a precipitous decline in comic relief). (882)


Now, in this examination of the reception of a humorous situation a change of narrated frame of reference can be hypothetically observed. Such a transformational-transition is not effortless, but, can be more easily traversed in the realization of the comic relief that almost always returns, to some extent, a dividend over the mere input of commitment to the initial frame of narration in the perceiving of either an unanticipated joke or an anticipated joke, or some other form of humour whose performance is currently perceived to be in progress. With similar facts we can have different frames of reference. An artist might perceive the landscape as sublime and try to represent it as such. The same factual landscape might be perceived differently by a geologist or a farmer. The former might think that that distant hill is actually the preservation of a sedimentary set of strata overlaid by a small ancient volcanic cap. A farmer, in perceiving the same hill might think the grass found there might be better for the running of sheep rather than the daily route of dairy cows, etc. Same ‘facts’ but different interpretations. Although not without forms of translation. An artist, a geologist and afarmer all see the same hill albeit in the light of their professions. At the same time these other professional insights can also be shared an appreciated. (883)

However, it might be safe to say than in the transformation of a narrated frame of reference that a certain psychic energy has to be re-invested in order to arrive at this change in state as a metaphorical change in ‘phase’. That, in essence through narrational inertia there is a certain narrational resistance to the instigation and realization of a change of narrative. To some extent facts and their narration have a fit much like a hand inside a glove. If the glove fits it is worn, but, if the glove were to be too tight or too lose then that glove cannot be properly worn if at all. (884)


Perceiving the humour of a joke or comic sketch is akin to experiencing a shock. This phase change is a change of state, a change in mental set. It is not an effortless state and actually involves some effort on our part to change our sense of vision in order to realize the humorous point being intended. We are set up and would be most likely already suspicious that things are going to radically change for us. With an open mind to being possibly fooled we let the joker or comedian unfold their subterfuge. As a set of carefully orchestrated inputs we let ourselves go through this process and in going through it we both suspect and expect to be tricked; just like our watching a magician unfolding a conjuring trick. We take certain things at face value to be taken aback that things were not as they first seemed. It can also be looked upon as a change in beliefs. In making that transition there is a transformation in those beliefs as held in our original understanding. What insightful light might this cast on our coming to understand accusations of so-called ‘fake news’, implying ‘fake narratives’, and, perhaps more importantly, what light might it cast on those making such a call? In what way is the changing of our mental set, the manner of our viewing, that might be deemed as relatively insightful? As noted, humour always has a point and, that point may very also well point out what was not looked for or being looked upon to begin with. But, then, suddenly, the metaphorical ground shifts beneath us and we see thing in an apparently fresh and revealing light. The comic relief being experience, in some measure, reflecting the distance traveled in order to have arrived at this humorous insight. (885)


For us to apparently deem some item of news, some presented ‘fact’ or ‘interpretation’, as ‘fake’ we must seriously assume that our vision of the world sees that so-called fact or interpretation as ‘fake’ because that now disputed component under focus is read as non-aligned and discordant with the way we supposedly already see this world as lived. In this act of evaluation, we can treat this process as a critique of such presentations. If I were to see an apparent ‘zebra’ going down the middle of the street I should immediately be suspicious because most zebras lived either in Africa or in a zoo. Not being in Africa we could ask ourselves has this one escaped from a local zoo, or, are we merely seeing a simulated zebra (with, say, two people walking inside a zebra suit)? Noting the awkward walking of this ‘zebra’ we quickly perceive it as being two people walking inside a zebra suit for some apparent purpose or other. Obviously, we have a ‘fake’ zebra.  Looks like a zebra but doesn’t walk and talk like one. Why are two people in a zebra suit trying to look like a zebra even if unconvincing in this regard? Because, in this instance, we have a government unit teaching road safety to school children, trying to impress on them that ‘just as zebras cross on zebra crossings so should people use zebra crossings to cross when such crossings are found on busy intersections’. This visual joke making just this point, namely, that zebra crossings should be used to cross busy roads when and where found painted on the footpath and indicates this that this type of road-crossing is present and should be correctly utilized. (886)


Why is it so obvious that this ‘zebra’ is ‘not a real zebra’ and ‘only two people in a zebra outfit’; and be so easily dismissed as a ‘fake zebra’? Because this apparent ‘animal’ does not have the grace of a real zebra and, also, for many other reasons immediately appears to be noting more than a pale copy of a real zebra. This fact of an apparent zebra to hand, in this instance, does not find an accord with the other facts that should be found accompanying a walking (sixth order actual fact of a real) zebra. Moreover, we would also find that other adults in our midst would also inter-subjectively see through this charade and collectively perceive only a (second-rate, fifth order) simulation of zebra. Moreover, read correctly in its context of presentation, such adults would quickly infer that the reason for this simulation is in the context of a road safety education program for school children. (887)



Can we draw a parallel here with the frequent recent declarations of ‘fake news,’ say, by the current President of America, one inimitable Donald Trump? The first point we need to note is that this person, usually, is not alone in making such claims. Often such claims are already made by commentators on, say, Fox News, or, such claims of this President are then taken up by such a televised media. But, are such claims correctly ascribed, or, is it the case, that such declarations themselves should be deemed to be ‘fake news’? How would a neutral observer assess such claims and counter-claims if they were in a position to correctly make such a valid determination?  (888)


In a philosophy of history, in my trying to understand how the doing of history is possible, I have noted a three-tier approach divided between facts, interpretations and critiques, and, the relations entertained between these three levels of relative increasing complexity. Interpretations are of facts, and, critiques are directly dealing with interpretations and indirectly dealing with the facts currently embedded in their associated interpretations. Obviously, these levels and layers of meaning need to be carefully observed and suitably discerned. All arising disputes need to correctly identify such distinctions and where in this scheme they are actually placed, i.e., as either facts, interpretations, critiques, or, in a primary relationship between ‘facts and interpretations’ or ‘critiques and interpretations’ or indirectly located, in a secondary relationship, between ‘critiques and facts’. In the light of this scheme, it stands to reason that a critique of facts, interpretations and/or critiques, as a meta-critique, needs to be carefully approached and exercised. Thus, in any declaration of fake news we must immediately take care so as to discern what exactly is being called in to question by such an appellation. Are the facts being called into question, and/or, is it the interpretation/s of those fact under such scrutiny, and/or, is a certain critique in dispute??? (889)


Without a doubt, the waters are often muddied, and, very easy to muddy even further. In exploring the complexities surrounding declarations of fake news what persisting features might we wish to examine in order to ascertain whether they are relevant to these investigations? For a start, we can make the general observation that facts do not seem central to such claims given that generally accepted true facts do not sway the claimants and sympathetic audiences that have accepted false claims and convince such counter-protagonists otherwise, and, generally accepted false facts pronounced by such claimants do not successfully win over skeptics, etc., even if presented in the guise of a major discourse or as a popularly understood fact (regardless of whether valid claims could be made or otherwise). In other words, we must assume that narratives are much stronger than mere facts in the presentation of a certain claim or set of claims, and, that more often than not the presentation of a rectification of factual material is not sufficient in itself to counter a false claim be it be it either in the form of a claim that a certain interpretation should be reinterpreted as ‘fake news’ or whether a declaration of ‘fake news’ itself should be treated as a ‘fake news item or event’ (or as true ‘fake fake news item or event’). We might wish to treat ‘item’ as ‘the content disseminated’ in the course of that news ‘event’; be that as a unique event or as a series and/or sets/ of disseminated instances. (890)


A second observation we might like to make is the fact that regardless of the actual truth claim of the ‘facts’ presented as facts is that arguments for their truth or non-truth, their positive or negative truth value/s, will not be altered in the context of persistent narrative pressures directed one way or the other. That such insistent pressure will have a greater sway over the overall or general opinion of a certain audience, once set in a certain direction and persisted with; implying that the apparent perception of truth is highly relative to such narrated pressures. That the perception of truth value is context dependent and that only by widening contextual boundaries could we hope to successfully re-evaluate a falsely mislaid truth value once wrongly ascribed in a more narrow frame of reference. (891)


This observation, whether self-directed in a psychotic, pseudo-psychotic and/or non-psychotic fashion, and/or, other-directed in a psychotic, pseudo-psychotic and/or non-psychotic fashion is the pressure that maintains the current overall truth value of that in question regardless of its final evaluation in the widest relevant terms of reference. By ‘pseudo-psychotic’ I have defined elsewhere as ‘either the ontological and/or epistemological over-commitment of an opinion regardless of its actual veracity or non-veracity’. Given this aspect is arrived at through over-commitment at the level of narrated pressures, without given a preference to either such beliefs or pressures, it follows that pseudo-psychotic phenomena are not dependent upon the veracity of those over-commitments but on the fact of that such people are over-committed to those positions. Therefore, an avid climate-warming denier, e.g., in the face of scientific evidence for continual and/or accelerating global warming, is just as pseudo-psychotic as an equally over-committed pro-climate warming non-skeptic. Given the major discourse in this regard is now pro-global warming over-committed, unreasonable skeptics obviously will stand out as contrary to this default position of global-warming. In contrast, an over-committed global-warming proponent would not stand out so easily despite such over-commitment also distorting their general world view in that regard. But, if this view of global-warming presents an argument that is valid then in what way does an over-commitment to a valid position cause any form of distortion? Through misrepresenting/mis-presenting those arguments regardless of their veracity (I have argued as being able to be determined in the widest relevant terms of reference). In other words, a pseudo-psychosis is also about a lack of suitable proportions being exercised in our e/valuation of the truth-values of those same views. That accepted, we must now ask if it is possible that wider terms of reference can be practically arrived at in order to enact the degree of discrimination necessary that allows us to determine, more often than not, whether our positions are in a state of factual alignment with lived reality? As I have argued elsewhere, absolute truth is neither possible nor desirable (given an infinite investment in truth determination would be needed to realize such an impossibility), and, absolute non-truth determination is equally impossible (given that we must live in this world with others with some inescapable degree of objective, subjective and inter-subjective forms of alignment). Truth determination, basically, in this type of understanding, is more a refinement of this state of alignment that must already be in place. Hence this concept of wider relevant terms of reference to assist us in this process of inter-subjective alignment to be argued for and arrived at, eventually, through some form of mutual consensus. This search for verificational refinement, then, is more a question as to how such refinement is arrived at and how such a process might be better facilitated? Without going into great detail let me say that such ‘progress’ is arrived at through following a number of certain principle that test current patterns of truth determination for their apparent stability in the face of such ongoing appreciation and re-appreciation. Moreover, it could be said that whatever refines this process of judgment also refines this process of truth e/valuation, and v.v. Needless to say, as a transcendental phenomenologist (hermeneuticist and existentialist) in my opinion all judgment proceeds through relevant inputs, suitable arguments, the enaction of ongoing, overall transcendental suspensions, along with critical forms of re/evaluation; i.e., through the suitable exercise of relevant pre-conditions, conditions and post-conditions. Indeed, an obstacle to a refinement of truth ascertainment generally not recognized is the lack of the suitable imposition of an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension and this feature, or rather its absence, in my understanding, is a hallmark of a psychotic orientation be it pseudo-psychosis, a psychosis… or otherwise than psychotic be that through a lack of critical thinking, the rigid maintenance of prejudgments/prejudices, allowing oneself to be subjected to excessive narrative pressures either self-directed and/or other-directed, etc. (892)


In this process of refinement how should we understand ‘relevance’? As that which makes a difference either to truth values and/or their perceptions be that through the confirmation or dis-confirmation of a positive truth value and/or through the confirmation or dis-confirmation of a negative truth value. ‘Overt relevance’ arises through the dis-confirmation of a positive or negative truth value, whereas, in contrast, ‘covert relevance’ relates to the degree our perception of truth values is altered in its intensity of appropriation. In wider terms of reference, a set of truth values that are not deconstructed through internal impossibility, incoherence, contradiction, non-association, non-alignment, etc., need to find greater external terms of reference through inter-subjectively testable forms of consensus when and where relevant (be that in overt and/or covert terms of reference). Such external terms also noting general possibility, non-incoherence, non-contradiction, association, alignments, particular probability, potentiality, specific likelihood, demonstrable ramifications in terms of immediate implications and anticipated future consequences, etc. E.g., if the electrical supply fails we can still have light at night time in this room by lighting any one of these candles with these matches close to hand. Therefore, this anticipation is true, as things stand, even if the power does not fail and not one of those candle is ever lit. But, if those new candles had never been lit and we were to find one of them had been well used at a later point in time we might assume that the power had failed as one possibility as to why that one candle had been lit. A possibility reinforced by noting that the electrical clock, in this same room, was now running a few hours slow. A possible (fifth order) fact given a tentative actual (sixth order) status when I am told by the resident of that room that the power had indeed failed for a few hours during the early evening of the previous night. In this account we can see the progressive widening and reinforcement of relevant terms of reference. If it were the case that this resident had stated that they had lit that candle in memory of a friend who had just died then the truth values of that situation would have a different complexion. And, obviously, a different sense of narrative. (893)


In this understanding, facts themselves per se cannot have intrinsic, non-ascribed sixth order truth values but can only be bearer of such e/valuations if non-incoherently presented for possible candidates for the same. Truth, therefore, can only be ascribed in and through a presentable narrated interpretation be that in positive, neutral and/or negative terms of reference. E.g., on a certain day Julius Caesar crossed the Rubicon contrary to his orders and thereby fostering a civil war; the truth value that he had breakfast and eat grains in that morning meal cannot be ascertained; but, that he and his troops arrived in Rome the next day can be safely denied. (894)


A narrative pressure can take a complex set of contours from expectations, wish-fulfillment; conformational bias; major discursive, commonly accepted, default settings; peer group pressures; articles of belief or religious faith; etc. To this background we can note the foreground of direct perceptions; clear and distinct memories of direct-perceptions and/or authoritative testimonies; non-controversial, interpretational readings; genre-expectations; con-textual elements reinforcing inferences and/or deductions, etc. However, in the midst of such overall evidence, and any relative grounding in assurance and insurance, we will still find anomalies. Anomalies are either overlooked and ignored and/or approached and confronted and/or disregarded through forms of denial. In the course of lived experience anomalies are usually more overwritten and then re-valued in terms of their reinterpretation. As noted elsewhere, relatively less authentic accounts generally involve a ‘spun’ version in reinterpretation more prone to processes of ongoing deconstruction and eventual, progressive re-alignment through ‘closer’ forms of interpretative re-interpretation if wider, more relevant terms of reference can be supplied.
 (895)


In the light of the above, we can perceive the tenacity of a major text, be that relatively localized or globalized in extent; or, a competing narrative, be that relatively localized or globalized in extent; or the appellation of ‘fake news’, etc; or the deeming of ‘the appellation of fake news’, itself, to be the ‘real fake news’, etc., can all maintain a hold over public discourse for a variety of reasons despite the degree of demonstrable alignment and non-alignment therein entailed in wider relevant terms of reference. The imputation of non-alignment often being implied either through the demonstrable impossibility of the text in question or the unreasonable imposition of a seeming reasonable doubt. E.g., Father Xmas as an overweight did not exist being only a mythical figure, who, moreover, could not possibly descend chimneys with small apertures even if his existence were non-mythical. E.g., we cannot be certain that global warming is a valid position to hold given the natural variability of weather events, etc., (and, therefore, it is wrong to expensively redirect the economy into renewables, etc., when we already have access to cheaper forms of energy in the form of fossil fuels, etc, etc.). (896)


How should policy be re-directed (as a task different from mere policy formation per se)? (897)

How might these various insights comment on the existential deconstruction and re-construction of the political-economy as envisaged in the course, and as a consequence, of these Three Critique? In many ways a responsible approach to the rectification of neo-liberal distortion of the political-economy, and other related or unrelated distortions, is adopt and adapt those policy changes that deal with the ramifications of such overall distortions, and, in turn, promote positive ramification through those forms of policy re-direction that both address and redress such ensuing political-economic adversity. We do not have far to look to see the neo-liberal fallout stemming, on balance, from such a major discourse, etc.
 Residual unemployment and under-employment, low wage growth if at all, greater levels of illness and other indicators of social disruption, etc. By ‘ramifications’ I have meant ‘both the immediacy of present conditions and the future likelihood of the adverse consequences of future anticipations’. Approaching this dual time-line of present and future we can divide a responsible approach into how we might best deal with current adversity and anticipated adversity respectively. The former invite quicker conditional responses that immediately redress inequality, e.g., etc. The latter invite pre-conditional responses in such a manner that longer-term trends in adversity are stopped and eventually reversed over the long term. The latter, essentially, is a slow process best exercised pre-conditionally in such a manner that reverses those root causes responsible for such cultural adversity like, e.g., inflated house prices, high rents, homelessness, excessive debt, job dissatisfaction, excessive redundancies, declines in overall pubic health, etc. In redressing elevated house prices, etc., in the Australian political-economical context, those pre-condition policy shifts would normally imply the phasing out of current policies for negative gearing, lowered house prices, a de-acceleration in the relative cost of rents, greater levels of Australian ownership, and, quite importantly, the ability for pensioners and others to downsize without being ‘punished’ for having larger savings that leave them without part-pensions or pensions especially in this low interest rate environment and where assets could be further eroded through imminent or anticipated health concerns and the additional expenses that might be incurred therein and thereafter.  (898), 


Root causes, that promote either positive non-adversity and/or promote negative ramifications, cannot be best dealt with through invoking immediate conditional forms of rectification. Rather, reversing adverse trends, ceasing such dysfunctional processes, and, instituting longer-term forms of rectification, through existentially oriented re-construction, all take time, need a much longer time frame. But, correctly re-engineered to promote less adversity and more positive forms of non-adversity, i.e., weal, wealth and welfare, etc., such reforms qua ‘lasting reforms’ are more correctly instituted over the longer-term through ensuring the relative presence of positive pre-conditions and the relative absence of negative pre-conditions are instituted in such a manner so as to properly address and appropriately redress such issues through such apposite forms of expression. We could say that despair cannot be truly had without some loss of hope. It might well be said that much of the current disgruntlement being experienced and disseminated in our mature democracies may well be arrived at through an anticipation that future trends are getting worse rather than directly experiencing such anticipated adversity in the here and now. On the other hand, the adversity being anticipated is already with us now in the form of a wave of innovations that need to be properly addressed, be that politically, economically and/or as a product of former as well as stylistically (in terms of aesthetics, de-ontological status, etc., etc. Of course, we might well need to advocate right now for those policy measures that will see out over the longer term an amelioration of such neo-liberally-induced forms of adversity, etc. Given the potential immediacy of unintended consequences from conditionally-oriented projects and programs, etc., stemming from radical forms of conditional-oriented policy changes, it follows that taking a longer-term perspective would encourage longer-term forms of pre-conditional treatment. Longer-term monitoring, as well, therefore, would also better assist in quickly redressing all ensuing unintended consequences should they also arrive over a long-term frame of reference. Hence this motto: a few quick steps now, then the rest more paced. I.e., facing a reversal of adversity now followed by the slow imposition of those pre-conditions that better balance those forces that foster longer-term solutions. In effect, finding forms of resolution that both face immediacy of adverse forms of specificity and the particularity of those root causes that oversee more insidious forms of persisting adversity, etc. As noted such approaches are conducted through the existential reversal and cessation of conditionally-oriented causes, and, the existential deconstruction and re-construction of those pre-conditionally oriented causes that generally oversee such insidiously entrenched forms of adversity stemming from neo-liberally inspired policies, etc. (899)


In an existential re-formulation of policies how might we best go about such existentially-oriented reversal, cessation, deconstruction and re-construction? By putting into practice these three manifestoes, and, serious confronting those neo-liberally induced forms of adversity that need to be pre-conditionally, conditionally and post-conditionally re-directed in order to observe a beneficial re-engineering of social change within those associated political-economy in question. In this context, by ‘existential’ is meant ‘the positive enrichment of our relationships, primarily, in an inter-subjective mode, and, secondarily, in subjective and objective modes. That by improving on the quality of our inter-subjective interactions we will also automatically and inevitably improve the quality of our relations with both ourselves and the world at large (be that in necessary and non-necessary material comforts, etc.). In the final section of this extended-essay let me address this two-pronged approach of cessation and re-construction. First, let me clarify just what is meant by positing the general phenomenon of a neo-liberal ideology. (900)


A friend recently asked me to simply define neo-liberalism in as few words as possible. Let me end this section by doing so. (901)


Cultural fashions that become entrenched ideologies and which straddle the worlds of both politics and economics can only be understood in political-economic terms of reference since related problems need to address and redress both domains. Policy formation is essential to both spheres of influence, and, obviously, policy re-formulation is also central to both. In the entrenching of such fashions we find the ideological hegemony of their influence over this cultural dimension of politics and economics and their emergent interaction within this fact of a political-economy that cannot be reduced to either a sphere of the political nor a sphere of the economic. Neo-liberalism is a reaction to previous political-economic fashions such as laissez-faire economics, communism, socialism, colonialism, central planning and nationalization, domination of unions, etc., etc. All forms of resolution and a reduction in expressions of extremism are to be desired. But, in any process of resolution that lacks the foresight of suitable expressions of oversight will travel too far in the wrong direction. In the last five or so decades a neo-liberalism has become the major discourse whose thinking, as a natural default, may well stop us from actually seeing its adverse and an all-pervasive influence being stamped upon the political-economy in question. All influence is incrementally arrived at through the ‘progressive’ imposition of associated policies and the continual re-formulation enacted within the mandatory discipline within that same major discourse. Neo-liberalism preferences self, competition, so-called small government, etc., and this is progressively translated into the economic sphere through privatization, episodic redundancies, monopolies, reduced civil-services, less regulation and less compliance with remaining regulations, minimization of tax collections, and, an unbalanced preference and privileging of the economic sphere with preferential treatment of the very wealthy, low wage growth for Lower and Middle Classes workers, the pronounced promotion of a de-unionization of the work-force, etc., etc. Consequently, through overt and covert wealth transfers up the socio-economic continuum we are left with a general mis-equality characterized by the historic formation of inter-generational and intra-generational inequality; relatively increased current workplace, marketplace and home-space adversity; and, the future fears of non-equity arising through under-employment, part-time employment and unemployment especially in the light of recent innovations like automation, AI, robots, expert systems, loss of traditional forms of work in an ever-expanding digital economy, etc. At the same time, this ideology is also unbalancing the relationships between the political and the economic spheres through a ‘progressive’ takeover of the former through regulatory capture, corporate and multi-national dominance of a world economy, the political consequences of donations by the corporate sphere and their malign influence in promoting a polarization of politics in general, etc. Unchecked, a corporate world proceeds through a variety of intrinsic imperatives from the creation of a company, a preservation of its value, the conservation of an annual profit, the meta-conservation of an even greater profit, monopolization, multi-national competition and multi-national monopolization to an eventual thorough corporatization of the entire world if these trends were to be left unchecked! As noted, such adverse national and international trends need to be reversed and subjected to cessation and that this can only be effectively achieved through a existential deconstruction and re-construction of our political economies. Otherwise, disenchantment and disgruntlement will be reflected in a progressive de-stabalization of our democratic life-worlds through ineffective populism and the dangers of demagogues assuming and exercising autocratic forms of non-existentially oriented manipulation of our political life-worlds whether they remain in a non-democratic form or take on a mere residual democratic veneer. Therefore, it behooves us to recognize this insidious ideology and to work towards a reversal of its enrichment of a few at the expense of the general welfare of the whole. That the existential enrichment of our relationships demands that we the politically re-formulate those policies that immediate reverse and cause the cessation of such adversity stemming from the promotion of such mis-equity, and, oversee the longer-term inauguration of those shifts in policy that see the deconstruction of this neo-liberal ideology and its replacement by an existential re-construction of the economy that also promotes the re-democratization of our life-worlds. That this political platform is best exercised, as proclaimed through these Three Manifestoes, through a removal of all non-small donations from political party finances; promoting greater degrees of political-economic transparency, accountability and responsibility; addressing and redressing all forms of mis-equity; and promoting those forms of innovation that better suit our needs in this Contemporary, post-Postmodern era! (902)


Against this lengthy backdrop, of an integrated critique of neo-liberalism et al, let me utter the following few words, now more essentially expressed, and, hopefully in a less cryptically received fashion, namely, through existential reversal, cessation, deconstruction and re-construction, as expressed through suitable forms of policy re-formulation, let us seriously address and redress all forms of mis-equity and, by such mean, also further reinforce the re-democratization of our political-economic life-worlds by insisting on the thorough removal of all inappropriate donations, observing increased levels of transparency, etc., and, by overseeing suitable forms of inevitable innovation that collectively enrich the course of our cultural lives!! (903)

Now, what tentative conclusions are we allowed to draw from the apparent insights and ramifications that may present themselves to us in our careful reflections upon these critical investigations? Or, in more practical terms, what should we put on a future manifest(o) mutually drawn up in this same regard? (904)

10:    What to Put on Our Next Manifest(o)?


The times are a-changin…
 (905)


All periods of time are ‘a-changing’ because, through reiteration, chaotic processes re-direct such iteration towards the difference of re-direction. In other words, things do not stay the same (even more so, if we try to keep them in a permanent state of behavioural conformity without radical change through the disciplined imposition of routines). So, it is trite to say “times are changing because, indeed, all times are changing” when what is more meant is “that times are a changin’ much faster than we think.” … in new and, perhaps, startling directions… or something to that effect. (906)


In this course of this extended essay, and other essays, I have regularly argued that we are leaving the Postmodern era and have started to enter the Contemporary era
 where one must observe that ‘disruption’ is already a keyword, but, what currently is already happening, in my opinion, can only be a pale harbinger of things to come! (907)


Such digital and non-digital disruption that will occur will do so, in the main, through an integration and convergence of informational technologies (to become, more or less, one very, very complex convergent ‘technology’).
 (908)


But, against such a trend, we also have to content with a political-economy distorted and sometimes gutted by neo-liberal ideas; increasingly prone to political corruption fostered by a misplaced culture of excessive donations; and, increasingly rendering itself less transparency when, in a form of potential asymmetrical conflict, political powers can get to know more about us that we can know of them… just as certain companies, if not all companies to some extent, on the grounds of our interactions on the Internet, can know more about us that we of them. Of course, this will remain the standard state of play if we, as democratic citizens, allow such a misplaced culture to proceed along a path of concern already mapped out for us by our social critics. But, in a world of ever changing forms of distractions, and addictions, will we be able to hear such voices bleating against this noisy wind of confusion in this wilderness of non-virtual reality?! (909)


The First Manifesto, Striking Out, concerns a series of re-directions that need to take place within the political-economy and in terms of the political-economic. The issue of inequality, e.g., needs to be addressed in both political and economic terms of reference and that approach is best enacted through a political-economic lens given that political-economic functions are enacted by our nine classes of political-economic professionals, etc. I.e., by a concerted interaction that organizes and integrates this collective type of an approach through the auspices of politicians, civil servants, the members on oversight committees, and so on.
 (910)


In the Second Manifesto, Out Striking, we focus on the political sphere in order to focus and commence this political process of both ‘conventional revocation and reversal’ and ‘innovative deconstruction and re-construction’. Hence our focus, in this instance, on the political in order to direct a process of political change that then flows over to an ongoing re(-)formation of the political-economy. In this regard, I have voiced the thought that pre-conditional re-normalization is a better long-term option to take that proffering the poorly grounded uptake of short-term conditional objectives, etc.
 Unfortunately, all too often such short-term conditional approaches are exercised for short-term forms of political gain. (911)


In the ‘silent’ Third Manifesto, the Subliminal Checklist, we note a need to address issues that are not directly related to donations, etc., transparency, etc., inequality, etc., and innovation, etc. In effect, directly dealing with a confrontation with neo-liberal ideological input as translated into policy settings, etc. (912)


But, once these issues relating directly to neo-liberal ideological distortion and its indirect political ramifications, like populism, etc., then the time is right (and ripe) to thematize, enact and criticize the working constitution of a Fourth Manifesto, namely, a Future Manifesto. What might be entailed in such an instrument for change, preferably evolutionary rather than revolutionary in orientation? (913)

What themes would a Future Manifesto need to address, and, what issues, thereafter, would need to be responsibly redressed? Given the farsightedness needed in this ‘instrument’ for policy change, social change, cultural change, technological change, political change, economic change, stylistic change, political-economic change, etc., then it behooves both myself and the reader to leave open the evolving details of its working manifestation/s. However, in a first, tentative and provisional approach let me begin this necessary dialogue, as an open-ended critical conversation, by just listing features and elements that, to my mind, would need to be seriously explored.  (914)


For a start, politicians and people need to recommence an open, respectful dialogue of mutual understanding and responsive-responsibleness. People need to understand problems faced by politicians, and, more importantly, politicians need to fully understand problems faced by their electorates. Taking major donations out of the political system is one important way to create this creative space. Politicians, e.g., should not be fund raisers for their parties, spending and expending their time and energies on being the most profitable raiser of funds… not a good look… And, not the sort of person required in this Contemporary era of accelerated transformational disruption where the role of government must set out to achieve the successful development of both conventional and innovative patterns of navigation and negotiation in order to minimize the adverse ramifications of this period of such accentuated change. (915)


I would like to propose, as the next area of consideration, an openness to the apparently improved accuracy of a critically conducted diversified, multi-referential linguistic transparency, or the thorough development of a linguistic ‘nakedness’, in order to translate, rather than mis-translate, the world as lived as found to-hand. Given that the world is constituted by us, for us, and, preferably, re-constituted through a pro-relational, existential lens as more by-us, for-us, we can only hope that by such a suitable clarification of our representations to(-)hand, in and through a relevant narrative/set of narratives, and, therein, setting out the genres carefully thought suitable for the exercise of such required behaviour. That, through this (ongoing) process of (re-)contextualization, hopefully, we can see more clearly what should be regarded as problematic, and, to what extent our responses should be exercised through processes of resolution in the light of an effectively pre-existing hierarchy of existentially mediated imperatives. Through processes of anticipation such problematic gaps in aspirational intent can then be crossed through the application of practical modes of behaviour considered suitable in both virtual and non-virtual terms of reference. In this critical light, our aspirations can be provisionally explored without being directly inhibited by the restraints of such temporal-spatial economic constraints before enacting non-virtual forms of behavioural response that, then, would be so constrained to some extent. E.g., I form the thought that I would like to drink a cup of coffee, and, obtain and drink that coffee now! But, this minor aspiration, means I either make that coffee myself or get someone else to make it for me; be that through the auspices of either a friend or some commercial venue that makes coffee (and is currently open, is close by and able to serve that coffee in that café or make and deliver that coffee to me by some delivery service or have it ready for my picking it up from that same shop). A simple aspiration like ‘wanting to drink a cup of coffee’ involves the alignment of a number of pre-conditions, conditions and post-conditions, etc., and, involves the correct execution of a set of sequences articulated by the nature of that genre of making a coffee as redefined by the nature of its production (be that commercially or non-commercially, be that by boiling, the pressure of steam, filtering, etc, etc.). However, just as in the relative simplicity of our relationships with others versus the overall complexity of their intermediation through existentially embracing the ongoing resolution of a hierarchy of imperatives, so, too, we must also confront this intermediation of a hierarchy of competing issues contending for their individual resolution and ensuing enaction, albeit as harmonically situated in this hierarchy of competing imperatives as subject to such modes of ongoing resolution. (916)


Then, both politicians and non-politicians alike need to step up with a vision of both what is needed and how we might better respond towards the same. In this regard, politicians should propose, say, six areas of such concern that reflect their personal skills, interests, predilections, etc. Then, their parties likewise should do the same collectively. Such positions of concern and care should be thematized about some semblance of a problematic gap that the practical enaction of an aspirational economy can both immediately address and sequentially redress over time through suitable forms of policy formation. All innovation in this regard being, as noted, the tweaking of conventional genre settings through their innovative incremental fine-tuning. In the process, setting the stage pre-conditionally, conditionally and post-conditionally to successfully cross this gap and achieve the re(-)formation of those problematic issues that inspire such aspirational reforms of that political-economic landscape in question in the critical light of their existentially enacted intermediation. (917)


What follows from this appreciation of a gap is the need for the arising of an existentially oriented responsible responsiveness. I.e., the existentially oriented addressing and redressing such confronted situatedness where such a confrontation is arrived at either non-virtually and/or virtually, is approached conventionally and/or innovatively, and, intently focuses on theoretical thematization, practically enaction and critical e/valuation of possible, perhaps probable, or inevitable forms of a viable patterns in suitable responsiveness, etc. (918)


In an Inner or Subjective Future Manifesto that notes a progression of mutual dialogue, relative accuracy of representation, a noting of aspirational gaps and their intermediation through the resolution of an existentially attuned hierarchy of imperatives, and, the responsibilities of an existentially oriented responsiveness we can also add two more facets to develop, namely, an appreciation of the apparent successfulness of such projects and programs through retrospective reflection, ongoing appraisal and through a carefully anticipated exploration of expectation/s for the (re-)e/valuation, i.e., evaluation and valuation of such anticipated aspirational realization, as well as, in parallel, the critical, ongoing appreciation of the ramifications of this process of (present implications and future consequences) revealed in such ongoing critical (re-)e/valuation. Hence:

1.    Dialogue

2.    Accuracy

3.    Gaps

4.    Responsiveness

5.    Successfulness

6.    Ramifications (919)


On some other occasion let me look more closely at these six inner headings of internal assessment, as proposed by myself, in the formulation of this provisional Future Manifesto. Additional headings being proposed when and where such proposals are thought necessary; be such explications formulated in general, particular and/or specific terms of reference. But, now, let me complement this Inner Subjective Manifesto with a more Inter-Subjective Outer Manifesto as follows… (920)

In an Outer or Inter-Subjective Future Manifesto I will outline a provisional, ad hoc series of sixteen headings focusing on distinctive consequential outcomes. I.e., thematizing an implicit consequentialism to be carved out both within and between these headings where a mindful re-direction of attention needs to be discriminatively re-focused in order to better re-enrich our overall social relations both within a community or culture or nation and between communities, cultures and nations, etc. Hence this equally provisional list as a starting point for working through issues of concern in the hope of arriving at some form of a useful and mutual consensus. A process that needs the patient fostering of a mutual understanding; a willingness to accept the thematization of current concerns raised for exploration through general investigations, particular analyses and specific examinations; and, other forms of relevant (economic) critique, etc; along with the persistent (re)exploration of anticipated ramifications, etc. (921) 

We begin this tentative process by noting the need for a better sense of representation by our politicians, etc., hence re-representation; meaning better forms of re-presentation through such critically conducted processes of re-representation.
 As argued already this would involve a removal of all large donations from the political-economic sphere; a downplaying of institutional access, i.e., lobbying; greater transparency, etc; proactive receptivity to beneficial forms of innovation, and, the careful institution of forms of resilience in the face of this imminent cultural transformation of the workplace, marketplace and home-space, etc. A process suitably facilitated through the removal of informal institutional access, especially from the corporate world, and the institution of more formal and transparent approaches from the latter, etc. By such means ensuring that politicians, etc., have more opportunities to better engage their constituents and non-constituents alike through improved forms of re-engagement. This might also imply some form of greater online access be that in our reading of passive announcements of policy to our active making of suggestions, criticisms, possible innovations, etc., as well as establishing direct online access in the form of open fora, etc. We should also seek a rectification and restoration of factual accuracy through forms of re-confirmation of information. Given that facts are presented in narratives it follows that we would also need to reform those narratives, when and where possible, through forms of suitable re-narrativization, i.e., through forms of better re-narration where the competency of such restructuring is subject to an appreciation of their existential impact and ability to re-enrich such presentations of information, etc. Both policy formation and policy reformation should be approached through a refinement exercised through better policy re-formulation. Then, in approaching both policy formation and policy re-formation, any need for regulations and/or the removal of regulations should be proposed through re-regulation; a process that both proposes good regulations and the removal of poor regulations along with a clarification of their objectives, expectations, and a sensible measuring of the extent such regulatory instruments are successful, or otherwise, in realizing those same objectives, etc. This process of policy conversion into practical forms of instantiation being realized through committees responsible and authoritatively capable of and charged with the re-writing of such regulations and policy proposals, within its terms of reference, in order to avoid regulatory proliferation and/or paralysis resulting from a mix of inadequate theoretical policy proposals being formulated in the proper political arena and their inability to be successfully rendered through forms of practical economic conversion, etc. The ongoing monitoring of such policy re-formations should also involve the necessary critical inputs of a stylistic dimension. A re-centering of the body politic is necessary in order to minimize unrepresentative ideological distortions and remove unprofitable forms of non-bi-partisan polarization, etc. As described elsewhere this process is twofold; i.e., in the seizing, first, of the real political center, and, then, aligning it with the objective political center in a process of ongoing existential re-alignment. This existential environment also invites a re-affirmation of freedoms, rights, responsibilities, obligations, and their harmonized intermediation, etc. In processes of re-conformation we seek to constructively harmonize aspirational objectives through a suitable mix of conventions and/or innovations in the light of an ongoing resolution of competing imperatives stemming from the interactions of public aspirations and private ambitions. In processes of better dissemination we should seek the critical re-dissemination of the means of information being shared through improving the represented quality of its content, the overall quality of its force of argument and comment, and, guarantee the accessibility of such presentations, representations and/or re-presentations. A re-consequentialism is arrived at through careful attention being paid to suitable forms of consequential-analysis through thorough ongoing re-consequential analysis, critiques, existential forms of appreciation, etc. The investigative quality of such research being also advanced through a better re-appreciation of social trends, the ramifications of policy formulations and policy re-formulations, etc; a re-rectification of mis-equity, social justice, etc; an existential re-enrichment of our overall social interactions on all levels of employment; the promotion of an existential directedness through better forms of re-direction in the course of our interactions with others; a more suitable form of responsiveness through a focused re-responsiveness to others, (a process advanced through subjective and inter-subjective forms of transparency, accountability and responsibility; especially realized through taking longer-term time-frames for consideration, etc.). Hence, the following as re-listed (where, intentionally we should read that the process x, in question, is refined in and through the ‘better re-x-ing’ of that type of procedure subject to such iteration):

1.    Re-Representation

2.    Re-Engagement

3.    Re-Confirmation

4.    Re-Narrativization

5.    Re-Formulation 

6.    Re-Regulation 

7.    Re-Centering

8.    Re-Affirmation

9.    Re-Conformation

10.   Re-Dissemination

11.   Re-Consequentialism

12.   Re-Appreciation

13.   Re-Rectification

14.   Re-Enrichment

15.   Re-Direction

16.   Re-Responsiveness (922)

In searching for policies to formulate or re-formulate we could suggest that politicians and their parties both individually and collectively nominate a 6 + 6 set of political gaps that they would like to see aspirationally approached and realistically crossed (as just previously suggested). E.g., exploring approaches that might ensure an eventual indigenous equality with a non-indigenous equality; along with the implication that non-indigenous equality could also find forms of improved equitableness; i.e., the successful reversal of current levels of mis-equity (without seeking impossible forms of absolute equitableness, other than opportunity, for each and every member of that public in question, etc.). (923)

This same minimization of observed social gaps, as points of policy concern, could also note differences in educational delivery, the institutional need for more formal approaches for pre-school education (rather than creches, custodial kindergartens, etc,). Hence, nationwise, education should be more delivered on a needs basis (as indicated in the Gonski reforms proposed in Australia, e.g.). Similarly, areas in the delivery of medical treatment and programs for prevention should also be explored, etc., and, subsequently, implemented more successfully, etc. Without a doubt, many issues will remain to be carefully considered. As a profitable prototype or model, indeed, as a possible template, in this regard, perhaps we should closely explore how, in Australia, this so-called ‘gap’ between indigenous inequality with non-indigenous Australia might eventually be crossed.
 In this instance we have a glaring disparity, an indictment on a long history of previous policy formation, in the form of a complex set of mis-equities (in inequity, dis-equity and non-equity) persisting between these two populations. Confronted by this gap we must ask how might this differential be re-normalized? Just what must be done to successfully close this gap and have indigenous indicators at last catch up and equal non-indigenous indicators; such as, e.g., mortality statistics, the incidence of those diseases that require mandatory notification, the value of assets arrived at through inheritance, etc. Unfortunately, at this time, little if any progress is being realized in this respect. This so-called ‘gap’ continuing with little prospect of seeing its progressive diminishment. Obviously, it is time that the best minds, both indigenous and non-indigenous, should be seriously reflecting on such an indictment of past policy failure and set about re-formulating a series of potentially successful policy innovations that might, at last, address and redress such a generally disturbing overall differential between such populations?! (924)  

Such a challenge invites an earnest search for successful innovation. Where we start, however, must be with failed policies from the past. An understanding why such formulations failed may help us to understand in what manner such policies might be sequentially tweaked in order to oversee what might hopefully be a beneficial engineering of social change in this regard. As a complement, or supplement, policy formulations could be imported from other cultural regions with a similar import, or, policy formulations outside these areas of concern might be imported and transformed or hybridized in order to realize the same purport, namely, the beneficial realization of a re-equitization of this disturbing differential on our Australian political-economic landscape.
 In the process, such innovations, I am sure, could equally be applied, through suitable forms of translation, to a re-equitization of the rising levels of mis-equity in the non-indigenous spheres of influence, and v.v!
 However, this specific, innovative project is beyond the general brief and scope of these critiques, but, the general form of the type of preparations needed for such a comparative study is well within the general brief and scope of this current exposition. Effectively, it falls within the ambit of a Future Manifesto as it finds itself taking shape in a space between its manifestation as an Inner Manifesto, or Subjective Manifesto, and its manifestation as an Outer Manifesto, or Inter-Subjective Manifesto, both aspects being linked by the means of a comprehensive test based on a more detailed appreciation of the aspirational basis of intentional thematization. This test, in effect, rendering more clearly the intentional form of the text or texts subject to such re-exploration. (925)


Despite the complexity of these two future manifestoes, the link I envisage as connecting these Inner and Outer Manifestoes, is this concept of translational exposure, as a process of pursuing linguistic nakedness, exercised in order to expose full intentional significance to that extent it can be treated as virtually ‘transparent’ understood in a metaphorical, non-literal sense. Through such exposure, we attempt to harmonize conflicting elements, defuse disruption, dismantle obscuration, circumvent indecision, detect deception, and, clarify apparent intent along with an anticipated recognition of associated issues and ramifications. The fact that such texts can be recognized as expressing intent allows us to more closely explore this semblance of significance (i.e., textual sense, meta-textual meaning and non-textual/existential meaningfulness). However, this ‘clear and distinct’ articulation of significance, although metaphorically ‘simulating’ a certain degree of intentional transparency, does have limits, and, those limits should also be both recognized and respected. (926)

As noted, when this concept of linguistic nakedness was introduced:

We could call this critical interpretative process translational exposure (or even linguistic nakedness realized through such systematic, critical intentional reparaphrasing etc.). I.e., attempting to outline intentional motivation to that extent this uncovering/discovering/recovering can be conducted. Assisted, in part, by ‘asking’ the apparent authors of such scrutinized texts, when and where possible, what they may have meant or intended in both senses of ‘intention’; i.e., as an intentional objective and as to the apparent intent (as a reason or reasons for a focusing on such intentional ‘objectivity’)? We can also focus, when and where possible, on what might be termed as its second order intention, etc., by ‘asking’, e.g., both ‘why?’ and ‘why this why?’, etc. Invoking an aspirational ideality as to where that intention wished to head towards so to speak metaphorically. [828] (927)


Now, if our Future Manifesto was to consist, on one hand, of this Inner Subjective Manifesto, and, on the other, this Outer Inter-Subjective Manifesto, and, both were to be linked by the scheme that outlines critical reparaphrasing (in an attempt to promote the apparent intentional ‘transparency’ of the text or texts in question through this appreciation of an apparent linguistic nakedness to be discerned, therein, to that extent that such a limit, to be experienced, could be re(-)constructively approached)… then our complex manifest of headings taken on board would need to note the interactions that would be engaged between the following three sets of headings. (928)

I.    Inner Subjective Manifesto

1.    Dialogue




2.    Accuracy

3.    Gaps

4.    Responsiveness

5.    Successfulness

6.    Ramifications [919]


II.   Outer Inter-Subjective Manifesto

1.    Re-Representation

2.    Re-Engagement

3.    Re-Confirmation

4.    Re-Narrativization

5.    Re-Formulation 

6.    Re-Regulation 

7.    Re-Centering

8.    Re-Affirmation

9.    Re-Conformation

10.   Re-Dissemination

11.   Re-Consequentialism

12.   Re-Appreciation

13.   Re-Rectification

14.   Re-Enrichment

15.   Re-Direction

16.   Re-Responsiveness [922]


III. Critical Reparaphrasing

1.    Topic/Title

2.    What

3.    Who

4.    Whom

5.    When 

6.    Where

7.    Why

8.    How

9.    Enquestioning

10.  (Economic) Associations [828] (929)

Now, if, at random, we were to pick a specific heading from each of these three schemes and pursue their instructions for their interrelated interaction, and, then work our way through all triple combinations then it obvious that this ‘ship’ could not leave port and would have ‘sunk’ at the dock through being ‘over-laden’. So, even if these schemes individually could help us to approach their respective fields of exercise, still, we need a much simpler approach in order to proffer a manifesto rather than an overly complex, multi-dimensional manifest. (930)


Thankfully, the ‘economic’ insight that intentional formation can be approached through an archetypal tri-polar lens can quickly rescue us from the perplexity of having to deal with any number of such triple combinations (however insightfully useful any one combination might be found to be when appropriated for such exploration). The scheme for critical reparaphrasing is an expansion of the detail needed to more fully appreciated an aspirational economy which, at its simplest understanding, is none other than following through on the basis of a detailed articulation of a ‘what-why-and-how’. Obviously, the iterative nature of the Outer Inter-Subjective Manifesto is focused on the inter-subjective, meta-textual, behavioral dimension of genres, i.e., with an emphasis on ‘how’.
 Or, we could note that the Inner Subjective Manifesto is more preoccupied with value and the evaluation of the same; be that truth functions, de-ontological and pragmatic determinations, discerning harmonic integrity in all its (six) ordered forms, etc. In essence, therefore, we can re-see this complex Manifest(o) as a very complex representation of this aspirational economy at the basis of intentional formation and its obvious interconnections with all other forms of economic activity associated with intentional formation be such considerations exercised from representational, judgmental, consequential, enactive points of view, etc. Moreover, from an essential relational holistic perspective, we could also treat all three polar orientations, or any three archetypal polar orientations, as equally reflecting each other (in what could be treated as a matrix of 3 x 3; i.e., ‘what-why-how’ x ‘what-why-how’). Given that this is a general framework in which detailed articulation is to be supplied (in relatively particular and/or specific terms of reference) we could re-badge our Provisional General Future Manifesto under the simple scheme with the following headings, namely:


Whatness-Whyness-Howness! (931)


Albeit that this simplicity of classification, etc., is conducted on general, particular and specific levels of organization (as well as through phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and (non-systematic) existential reading when and where suitable). (932)


Now, how might this schematic framework, as our Provisional General Future Manifesto, be translated into a performative platform for enaction; i.e., as a Manifesto for Specified Future Action; henceforth to be known as a Specific Future Manifesto? By entitling (in particular terms) and detailing (in specified terms) its ‘clear and distinct’ call for a suitably responsive and responsible course of (en)action!
 (933)


E.g., how might we address a government that seeks to privatize a certain health service in a certain community when the citizens in that community would rather prefer that service remain in the control of that government and not in the hands of private enterprise who will seek, we are sure from past performance in this area, to both profit and increase that profit, year in and year out, if inadequately regulated… as has been the trend
 in past instances of privatization. Under the general heading of ‘whatness’ we either specify all the relevant details and/or seek to be answered all details not specified as should be entailed in this proposal ‘inviting’ such critique (and being hopeful that an impartial body of review does exist for such re-assessment
). Under the heading of ‘whyness’ all motivation is explicated both overtly stated and possibly covert in orientation. Such articulation is then e/valuated along with noting its frames of evaluation, the degree of consensus arrived at or not arrived at in such e/valuations, as well as noting to what extent such ‘values’ can be suitably assessed in those presented terms of reference, etc. Under the heading of ‘howness’ we note how the proposal in question seeks to operate, how we believe that proposal would operate, and, how alternatives would, each in their turn, most likely operate; and, e/valuating to what extent such proposals could be comparatively e/valuated, etc. Collectively, we seek to determine, to that extent possible, the spectrum of integrity apparently portrayed through such e/valuations, etc. Ultimately, in the enactions of policy, and, more often than not, in the re-formulation of those same policies, an evidence-based approach should be allowed to re-inform us, over time and/or in real time, as to the successfulness or otherwise of those same policy formulations/re-formulations. (934)


All human constructs are intentionally driven and informed. In the world, intentional force reshapes the fabric of the world giving us a new surface or ‘face’ to look upon. Such texts being both inscribed and read in our intentional engagement with the same. In our recognition of their intentional status, as re/constructed by human agency, as a reconfiguration of the surface of the world, and, that such recognition implies we have already engaged through a re-engagement with the most probable genres of behaviour apparently invoked in both its inscription and/or interpretation. Moreover, through apparent re-appropriation we attempt to re-simulate their apparent processes of inscription and/or its implied processes of reinterpretation and discern to what extent output in e/valuation is similar to or greater than that quantified input invested in its appraisal. As a hermeneutic rule, when we note a considerable comparative difference in value formation, of output over input, then we should seriously inquire as to the nature of that formation; i.e., its directedness, differential intensity and propensity for beneficial re-engineering of social change or otherwise, etc? (935)


This Manifesto for Specified Future Action, as a Specific Future Manifesto, needs to have been specified; i.e., this Provisional General Future Manifesto needs to be titled, with a particular, descriptive appellation, in order to then focus on its specific area of application, and, then detailed through the created and verified clarity of suitable forms of critical reparaphrasing. In other words, this General Provisional Future Manifesto is open-ended and designed to be specified in order to clarify the intentional restraints and constraints that would be imposed on projects and programs initiated through processes of political-economic policy formation critically re-shaped through refined processes of re-directed policy re(-)formation. Such refinement falls back on those approaches as outlined in my Inner and Outer Manifestoes as linked through processes of Critical Reparaphrasing. In picking and choosing various approaches, from those as listed, e.g., we refine this refinement by noting which selections differentially augment and reinforce such understandings, and, gain an ongoing consolidation of consensus. (936)


Let me now demonstrate this focused specification of the General Future Manifesto in order to either clarify a certain area of problematic concern and/or critically problematize an area of relative non-concern (that might then well invite the further need for its ensuing critical reparaphrasing, etc.). (937) 


Generality is focused by the particularity of a topic and its suitable entitling. Specification is arrived at through the details of the terms of reference being further focused upon, and, finding such details in either non-virtual and/or virtual terms of reference. The specific application of this General Future Manifesto, as a Specified or Specific Future Manifesto, finds its fulfillment of function when the conclusions of that detailization are provisionally tabulated and whose apparent imperatives are then prioritized for dissemination. The details specified through such a managed focus are directed and/or re-directed through processes of critical reparaphrasing when those inputs exercised are found to be comparatively enriched in output when that outcome is found to be either anticipated and re-confirmed or not anticipated but finds further re-conformation. The former confirming those anticipations and the latter finding forms of conformation when such unanticipated information is then able to be reintegrated through either conventional approaches and/or re-integrated through successful forms of innovation. I.e., hence this distinction between a confirmation through further re-confirmation in contrast to a process that finds a conformation of new material that is then re-conformed through a ‘re-confirmation’ of such non-deceptive (a priori or a posteriori) conformance.
(938)


As a topic let me explore wage equity, say, in a large national company (although the arguments arrived at here could, with suitable adjustments, also be applied to either a small company, a multi-national company or the political treatment of wages in general and the formulation/re-formulation of a national wage policy focusing on their associated political-economic treatment, etc.
 (939)


From the (General Provisional) Future Manifesto, in its complex format, we can take one heading from each of those three divisions entailed therein. E.g., Accuracy (I.2), Re-Representation (II.1), and Who (III.3) by noting the spectrum of wages paid in a certain tax year by noting the total amount paid in real terms if it were to be paid at that moment in time and in it pre-tax total. Then noting who gets paid what? The lowest level of wages paid might well be for part-time workers. The highest level of wages paid could well be for their CEO and members of the board, etc. The latter would have their final wages computed on the basis of the salary given plus the value of bonuses either in cash and/or in shares and whose values can be taken at that value that would be arrived at if deemed on that date of computation. Hence, in this case, the accurate representation of wages given to those employed by that company. By ‘Re-Representation’ is meant the careful checking of those figures in order to ensure their accuracy of representation. But, the ramifications of such information would need to be assessed in the light of a certain narrative, indeed, perhaps a loosely interconnected set of narratives… as to why those people individually received the different degrees of recompense that they actually did receive from their employment in that same company. Of course, such narratives already exist, but, then anomalies discerned therein might need to be resolved. E.g., questioning as to why certain workers with the same qualifications receive different levels of remuneration? Or, e.g., why perhaps women are not better represented throughout that pay scale, or, why woman might receive less remuneration despite equivalences in classification other than differences merely in terms of gender, etc. (940)


Wage equity, either within a company or on a national level, is a vexed issue, but, one that must be faced if overall issues of mis-equity are to be suitably addressed and redressed. Hypothetically, we could run a circumscribed economy on a spectrum between ‘only one person being paid’ or ‘all people being paid equally’. The former would be seen as inequitable (and impracticable unless that one paid employer were to redistribute such ‘wealth’; in which case these workers will now find themselves effectively being ‘paid’; be that erratically or not so erratically). The latter would be too utopian for the good of that economy given that the decisions made with that money will differ from person to person and that the net result from the enaction of such decisions would be to enrich some members at the expense of other members of that economy, etc. Moreover, if all workers were given the same wage why would some workers want to work harder than others if the descriptions of their employment called for greater effort, or, or take on greater levels of responsibility, etc. On the other hand, if greater effort and responsibility accepted actually created a greater profit and that profit was equally redistributed to those who worked in that company, then, those workers might take on a greater pride in their work, etc. However, I am sure you would also find different levels of resentment in that same workplace given that not all forms of employment are equal and would naturally attract or should attract different, but commensurate, levels of financial recompense (especially if different levels of vocational education were also involved). The moral of this anecdote is that people expect wages to be different for different forms of work; different levels in responsibility exercised; differences in vocational education, skills possessed, etc. Furthermore, people also do not like a wage spectrum that is excessively extreme and highly inequitable, say, through gender inequality, racial discrimination, giving different levels of remuneration to people exercising similar skill-sets, non-accommodation of sickness, people with certain handicaps, etc. Why should executives, managers of funds, financial planners, etc., be given so-called ‘obscene’ levels of remuneration; especially when there are those in a political-economy who exercise greater levels of responsibility or skill, etc., but meet with relatively inferior forms of financial recompense? Or, indeed, why should the most politically powerful members of an organization, whether political and/or economic in orientation, be able to claim, by virtue of that power, a larger proportion of the financial recompense given to the employees working in that same organization? Obviously, either an older-narrative needs to be re-presented and/or a new-narrative or set of narratives have to be told in order to either oversee a more equitably redistribution of such wealth and/or more successfully get to explain and re-normalize that sense of an anomaly (that then finds general acceptance as the major discourse in that same regard). (941)


This spectrum of recompense should also be extended to other years. Then trends, accurately re-presented, can be better appreciated. In this dialogue, between the present and the past, narratives can be recounted and/or thematized in order to make better sense of such trends, etc. Then, in this mix, certain innovations can be explored in virtual terms of reference (by attempting to anticipate ramifications, etc.). E.g., should all forms of recompense be published and rendered as transparent? Should recompense be determined through a body that is truly independent of the power structures of that same organization? Should increases in recompense be enacted across that entire spectrum and not just at the upper level (as a way to overcome wage stagnation, especially in the light of elevated profit levels should they have been present)? Or, find through consensus just what levels of upper remuneration are relatively acceptable, etc? And, in the light of such explorations, work on pre-conditionally, if not also conditionally, instituting those measures that ensure the ongoing movement to a regularization and a socially acceptable re-normalization of that milieu in the light of that newly re-forged narrative.
 Finally, in the light of this ongoing conversation, as an engaged dialogue, a future manifesto can be formulated and disseminated; be its formation and dissemination individually and/or collectively instituted (although successful promulgation is ever a cooperative affair) . (942)


So, in this regard, a Specific Future Manifesto, dealing with the topic of wage remuneration in this company in question, could be suitably tabulated in some form of an essential and brief (manifesto-like) format. Perhaps written up in the form of a narrative, or, a set of slogans, or, a set of principles, or, a set of policy objectives that company has promised to work towards, both pre-conditionally and conditionally, in order to observe their realization (within a specified time frame, etc.), etc. (943)


Power emerges through forms of cooperation, be that either through co-option and/or co-operation. Hence its basic democratic distribution even if its manifested re-distribution is enacted in a decidedly non-democratic format and form. With this understanding, the beneficial or non-beneficial engineering of social change can be instigated when enough people collectively re-direct what hitherto had been a more conventional approach to the enaction of power relations in that political-economic context in question. Given that the situatedness of that environment is inescapably political-economic in constitution, although our entire world as lived should not be reduced purely to the same, it follows that we have three spheres in which to center processes of evolution or revolution. As previously stressed, evolution is to be preferred over revolution since in the latter, more often than not, we merely swap one old nomenklatura for a new one rather than addressing and redressing the root causes that provoked that revolutionary set of responses. Moreover, I have also stressed the need for a more pre-conditional approach to the root causes of disenchantment and disgruntlement rather than merely adopting short-term conditional fixes that do not fundamentally address and redress those root causes. That those three spheres of enaction where responsible-responsiveness, hopefully, can be promoted are the realms of the political, the economic and the stylistic! (944)


In the political sphere we find an orientation towards the thematization of policy formulation which, usually, is a process involving the rethematization of policy reformulation. In the economic sphere we find an orientation towards the practical instantiation of policies. Whereas, in contrast, in the stylistic sphere of influence we find, hopefully, the critical review of a mix of policy formulation, policy enaction and policy critique. Obviously, these three spheres need to cooperate within this wider sphere of the political-economic. That cooperation, I have suggested, is put into effect, more or less, through nine classes of political-economic specialists. Namely, politicians, civil servants, overseers, economists, executives, accountants, critics, managers, and officers.
 (945)


In the functioning of the political economy and its critical reform, through the thematization and enaction of an individual Specific Future Manifesto or a series of such manifestoes, or, their equivalent in some other form, these three broad divisions in the political-economic discipline, along with its nine sub-divisions, need to be carefully observed! (946)


In the pursuit of such reforms, in a considered process of addressing and redressing adverse neo-liberal policy settings, etc., and their subsequently allied forms of political-economic and democratic disruption, let us adopt and adapt this concept of critical reparaphasing in order to clarify those issues that are problematic through clearly and distinctly re-presenting the same and finding suitable forms of response that are existentially re-constructive of our relationships as to be found engaged within this political-economic world as lived. (947)


Such critical attention is to be arrived at either through noting political-economic anomalies observed as problematic and/or through problematizing the seeming non-problematic conventions of that landscape in order to re-see what problematic territory had previously escape our now more critical gaze. (948)


What might this entail? Perhaps the observance of the Three Manifestoes as earlier articulated in this extended essay, and, through explored through the course of these Three Critiques. Moreover, by detailing a Specific Future Manifesto that suitably responds to those issues as discerned through such critically enacted linguistic reparaphrasing, etc., as just noted. Indeed, we could argue, that in ‘clearly and distinctly’ discerning the problematic nature of those issues to hand we should find ourselves in a better position to ‘clearly and distinctly’ proffer solutions, be they either conventional and/or innovative in orientation, that might progressively resolve such issues; at least address their amelioration if not their final dissolution. In such a cautiously optimistic light let me summarize a set of headings that should assist us in this process of addressing and redressing the adversity of neo-liberal policy settings, or similar, and, directly and/or indirectly, rectify and re-normalize subsequent or associated forms of political-economic anomaly currently disrupting our democratic life-worlds and preventing a more beneficial entry into the Contemporary era… where an imminent disruption of the workplace, marketplace and home space must inevitably be faced. (949)


Now, it would be very easy to argue that one Specific Future Manifesto may achieve its aims, but, in the overall scheme of things, barely contribute to a reversal of neo-liberal adversity on a more general front. Indeed, metaphorically, a bit like putting out an individual house fire in the midst of a raging bush fire that has spread to consume a whole suburb. In the same respect, addressing and redressing individual adverse features of the neo-liberal landscape also calls for a Broad-Spectrum Future Manifesto in order to address the root causes of neo-liberal distortions of the political-economy. In this regard, not so much reversing these current conditions but deconstructing, on a more pre-conditional basis, their root causes. (950)


To conclude this extended essay, this Third Critique, let me quote from an article I read yesterday in the Guardian, by Owen Jones. My brief review of this article will allow me to highlight some of the points that we will need to take into account in overseeing the formation of a Broad-Spectrum Future Manifesto. Hopefully, a manifesto that will outline how we might successfully deconstruct this ‘dis-ease’ of neo-liberalism and combat its other closely allied parasitical ‘infections’ like an array of anti-democratic and ‘impossible to deliver’, retrograde forms of populism et al. Then, I shall discus two concepts that would assist in this necessary process of overseeing an existential reconstruction of the political-economy, along with its beneficial re-engineering of social change, namely, transcendental forgetfulness and pro-relational enrichment. (951)

Carillion is no one-off scandal. Neoliberalism will bring many more

Owen Jones; Thursday 18 May 2018.

‘Recklessness, hubris and greed’ describes the entire system of delivering public services through profit-driven companies
Carillion
 is no isolated failure, no fluke, no aberration. It is another symptom of a decaying social order that is anti-democratic, inefficient and places profit ahead of people’s needs, aspirations and even lives. That social order is neoliberalism, a term which I accept is probably not bandied around your local pub, and is invariably met with “hur hur” sniggers of performative ignorance among the commentariat. Being deprived of a term to describe how our society is structured and run is convenient for our masters. It stops us joining the dots, of understanding that Carillion is just one manifestation of a failing system: one which rolls back the public sphere everywhere in favour of the private sector, which slashes taxes on big corporations and wealthy people, and one which obsessively deregulates.

“A story of recklessness, hubris and greed” is the judgment of MPs on two select committees, published on Wednesday, on Carillion; it would be as a good an epitaph for neoliberalism as any. The business model of a company that built roads and hospitals, served children school meals and provided defence accommodation was “a relentless dash for cash”, the MPs declared. However profitable, it “increased its dividend every year, come what may”. Their accounts “were systematically manipulated”. As the company began collapsing, “the board was concerned with increasing and protecting generous executive bonuses”.

Appropriately enough, Carillion chair Philip Green advised both David Cameron and Theresa May on “corporate responsibility”. Regulators were toothless. The “big four” accounting firms – PwC, EY, Deloitte and KPMG – acted as a “cosy” club, approving “fantastical figures”, failing to identify or simply ignoring catastrophic internal problems. They pocketed vast sums of money in exchange for granting a disastrous taxpayer-fed company their seals of respectability. “Carillion could happen again, and soon,” the MPs concluded.

Damn right it could. The whole system of delivering essential public services through companies driven, by definition, for profit guarantees that it will. According to National Audit Office figures from 2016, the government spends around £225bn on private and voluntary providers – almost 30% of all government expenditure. It is worth noting the wider role of the big four accounting firms. They are seconded to government, help draw up the tax laws, then help their clients avoid the very laws they have helped to design.

Let us consider the multiple failures and scandals generated by our neoliberal social order. On the day MPs published their report into Carillion, the government announced the temporary renationalisation of the East Coast rail service after its operators confessed they could no longer afford to run it. The service was last renationalised in 2009 and, much to the embarrassment of neoliberal fanatics, proved a success story: it brought the exchequer hundreds of millions of pounds, was the most efficient franchise, and had the best passenger satisfaction of any long-distance franchise. After its privatisation, its new managers abolished many cheap advance tickets, de facto doubling some fares.

The whole privately run rail system is an inefficient, fragmented mess, enjoying far higher public subsidies than British Rail while offering some of the most expensive tickets in the western world. The entire rail system, not just East Coast, should be nationalised: but the Tories’ neoliberal dogma is at war with common sense, and they will flog the franchise off to another disastrous gang of profiteers as early as they can.

Remember Serco, which was charged with the electronic tagging of offenders. But Serco, driven by profit, overcharged the state more than £68mby invoicing for the tagging of offenders who were not being monitored, who were back behind bars, or were simply dead. And then there was G4S, offered the Olympics security contract. When it failed in its duties, the state had to march to the rescue in the shape  of the British army. Even Philip Hammond – then then Tory defence secretary – admitted that he’d had a “prejudice that we have to look at the way the private sector does things to know how we should do things in government” but that the G4S incident “is quite informative.”

There are also scandals in local government,the NHS and the care sector. After non-urgent NHS transport services were privatised in Sussex in 2016, hundreds of cancer and kidney patients missed appointments after ambulances failed to arrive. In 2011, Southern Cross – owned by private equity group Blackstone – collapsed. Today, Four Seasons Health Care, the nation’s second biggest provider of care homes for older people, is hundreds of millions in debt and has closed or sold many homes.

The private finance initiative, conceived under John Major and massively expanded by New Labour, locks the government into contracts of up to three decades with private companies to build schools, hospitals and other infrastructure. There are now 700 projects in operation that can cost up to 40% more than if they had been financed by government borrowing.

From water privatisation – which has left English consumers paying more than £2.3bn more a year than nationalisation, with even the Financial Times calling it “an organised rip-off” – to the banking collapse, Carillion is no isolated scandal. This is not the story of one company’s obsession with profit over public service, it is the inevitable consequence of a fundamentally rotten system that is anti-democratic: the state is locked into generation-long contracts, however inefficient and poor they may be, while elected politicians have abdicated many of their core powers to the market.

Since the dawn of neoliberalism in the late 1970s, Britain has suffered its worst three slumps of the postwar era, as well as lower growth that has been less equitably distributed. In the past decade, workers have suffered the worst squeeze in wages in modern times. All of this is interlinked: from privatisation to deregulation to the shifting of power from workers to bosses. Carillion is a story of a system that favours profit, dividends and shareholders’ interests over the common good. That system is neoliberalism. Until we have a government that rips up these contracts and brings all these public services back in-house, there will be many more Carillions to come.

• Owen Jones is a Guardian columnist (952)


It is evident that a critical review of this opinion piece in the Guardian is hardly necessary as it quite eloquently speaks for itself. Let me list some of the initial epithets this author has for describing the political-economic nature and ramifications of such a contemporary major discourse presented through this barely understood ideology of neo-liberalism: he begins by noting “no isolated failure, no fluke, no aberration, another symptom of a decaying social order that is anti-democratic, inefficient and places profit ahead of people’s needs, aspirations, and even lives…” Obviously, the rhetorical stage is definitively set for this critical exposition, namely, that neo-liberalism is a defective philosophy. That neo-liberal policies can even be “fatal” as he notes that another instance of this type of failed company could not even get medically sick people to their pre-arranged hospital appointments by ambulance; one instance of many privatized government services run by equally inefficient organizations chasing profits over the suffering and, sometimes, the lives of people.
 (953)


In interpreting this text, this critical opinion piece, it should also be obvious that if we were to use the Third Manifesto, a Subliminal Checklist, as formulated and explored in this Third Critique, we could be very busy. Indeed, hardly an entry on that list of twenty-four heading is not observed in this article either directly or indirectly? (954)


Now, in reviewing this well-argued opinion piece, a first point to note (in a provisional conclusion to this Third Critique) is that the word ‘neo(-)liberalism’ in common parlance is barely recognized and even less understood. In a process of therapy, the patient needs to understand that they are not well; should that actually be the case. I would argue, that in realizing that insight they then need to immediately discern a second insight, namely, that they cannot be absolutely sick, for that, literally, would be ‘death’, and, therefore, as long as they are alive, they must also possess a certain necessary degree of health. Then, upon the bedrock of these first two insights, a third needs to be cemented, namely, that a restoration of health occurs through both a promotion of that part of our well-being that is already well and through a de-promotion of that part of our non-well-being that is not well. In whatever forms such therapy might take, hopefully, continuing good health is to be arrived at through a successful combination and balance of both the promotion of the positive and the de-promotion of the negative. That, although this ‘coin’ has two side, in reality, the former should be given an existential preference and precedence because a loss of integrity in our health is predicated on a loss of that integrity and never on any absolute absence of such integrity! On the other hand, with many illnesses a natural preference and precedence needs also to be given to either the prevention of the negative or the minimization, if not removal, of those same negative features lest this aspect upset, if not fatally disrupt, the ensuing integrity of that embodied person to live as a living person in this (one) World-of-Life. Furthermore, what applies to the person, in terms of integrity, also applies to the community, in terms of mutual cooperation to some necessary degree. This deeper position is quite contrary to the short-sighted ideology of neo-liberalism, since, as mere individuals, we are completely powerless to do anything in this world except breath for a short (if not a shortened) period of time. Only through others can we practically express our private ambitions and public aspirations as others, in turn, must do through us! (955)


Therefore, as a first heading in our Broad-Spectrum Future Manifesto, let us accept that we need to recognize that this phenomenon of neo-liberalism exists, that the variety of features subsumed and concealed under its wings have the same phenomenal basis, and, that this phenomenon has a name, namely, neo-liberalism! (956)

That, this calls for the urgent dissemination of a critical appreciation of this ideology along with the public promotion of its name-recognition!
 Indeed, such an ideology needs to better branded… as well as named and shamed! (957)


Second, that salvation from the adversity of neo-liberalism, and its subtle forms of ensuing oppression; given that most people don’t realize that they are being ‘screwed’ or why they are being so systematically ‘done over’, demands the re-restoration of those democratically oriented mechanisms that are universally deemed to assist in the integration of our families, communities, organizations, (minor and major) live-worlds and nations. Indeed, these democratically-oriented processes need to be re-articulated and re-promoted in order to overcome such a selfish philosophy so intent on destroying the integrity of our life-worlds (be their domains either major or minor in extent)! (958)


That, this calls for a recognition of the democratic forces at work on all levels of society that shape and can re-shape both public opinion and public practice… by calling into question and calling to account all those people and institutions who do not measure up to such reasonable public standards as found voiced in a course of well-reasoned public opinion-forming! Obviously, to be creditable, such a debate needs to be engaged by all stake-holders in a manner that is non-partisan, non-polarizing, non-elitist, critically open, fruitful and mutually beneficial for those same stake-holders. (959)


Third, we need to cement this recognition, as found entailed in the privileging and prioritizing of this existential dimension discerned in the ‘integrity of our relationships’; as they form and inform an emergent ‘world’ constituted through relationships, by promoting their ongoing co-mutual enrichment. Hence our necessary engagement with a pro-relational world to be found in this existential dimension. The important test of such existentially oriented engagement being the question: “are those relationships, under such scrutiny, being mutually enriched both collectively and individually?”  (960)


That, this calls for the fundamental cessation of our transcendental forgetfulness! Wittingly and/or unwittingly, through the exercise of ongoing, overall transcendental suspensions we need to realize that this world as lived is constituted in and through a relationship between these two dimensions of the transcendental and the natural. That without their co-mutual interdependence the embodied world could be no more than an ongoing redistribution of material mass, without either consciousness or self-consciousness, and, without any form of intent; be that beneficial or otherwise! Equally, in the extreme positioning of the opposite direction, we would have disembodied agents unable to exercise intent in this world through their ineffective embodiment, and, thence, through such powerlessness losing all sense of agency. Both dimensions need to be recognized, and, their co-mutual interdependence needs to be fundamentally appreciated because although we may think of ourselves as discrete persons we cannot express ‘ourselves’ apart from ‘our’ relationships since ‘our’ agency can only be exercised through others, and v.v! That such agency is only re-empowered through the existential re-enrichment of our re-engagement with others! As I have argued elsewhere, on numerous occasions, ‘the existential is the existentialization of the relatively non-existential’, and, ‘the de-existential is the de-existentialization of the relatively existential’. That only through the preference and prioritization of a pro-relational attitude, by working on the behalf of our relationships, can our relationships work on our behalf and re-empower us as we stand before-others, for-others, for-us… Thence this existential call to both forget and forego such transcendental forgetfulness! (961)


Thence the need for a ‘receptive respectfulness of others’ contrary to neo-liberal ideology that improperly and impossibly idolizes the competitive spirit of the so-called ‘self-made person’.
 Of course, such a receptive respectfulness must begin with ourselves and, then, immediately, extend to those who are closest to us in terms of their relationships to us. But, in a spirit of existential openness, it should also extend to all others contrary to the practices of retrogressive populists and other demagogues who seek their mandate to rule over us through a demonization of the other; by discriminating against those who are judged to be different for whatever reason or reasons. Remember, if you seek to drink a cup of coffee your money is well-spent supporting a rich nexus of interactions between ‘a proverbial ten-thousand individuals’ who are needed to contribute to the production and distribution of that beverage! Know well, too, that many if not most of that cast of thousands will be ethnically different from yourself and be representatives of different cultures and hold different beliefs about this same world. Moreover, find some humbleness in this stark fact that to get a simple cup of coffee entirely through your own efforts is something, like everything else, that you could never do by yourself even if you had ten-thousand years to set out to achieve the realization of this quite impossible intention. (962)


In this article we are warned about the privatization of companies and their pocketing “vast sums of money”, “a system that favours profits, dividends and shareholders’ interests over the common good”. We are warned about regulatory capture, “the shifting of power from workers to bosses”, etc., and so on. This “rotten system”, as he characterizes it, is being corrupted by a rampant neo-liberalism and it is essentially anti-democratic… because power naturally follows money if institutional safeguards and honest citizens do not re-balance the inequality of such a trickle-upwards form of competitive economics that excessively enriches the upper one percent of the top one percent! (963)


Therefore, this fourth insight and call needs to be voiced, namely, that once a society is better versed with the adverse nature of neo-liberal ideology then the voices of the people need to be heard to demand a system that better oversees the re-enrichment of our relationships and does not legitimate the current system where the exploitation by the few of the many is preferentially treated and where such privileges are praised and further entrenched. That, to ensure our politicians are both ‘listening and hearing’ to their constituents in this regard, and not attentively cultivating big business along with the wealthy and powerful, then it behooves us to insist that all large donations, in all its corrosive and corrupting forms, be completely excised henceforth from our political systems! (964)


Then, in a political-economy without donations and its attendant ills like improper forms of lobbying, influence peddling and the like, politicians will need to be seen re-suitably re-engaging their constituents along with all minor and major life-worlds resident in their electorates. In a democratic system, all politicians, as representatives, should be doing just that, namely, representing all aspects of their electorates without fear or favour… and not debasing their profession as endless fundraisers courting the divisive and polarizing influences of donors effectively running democratic pre-selections, and setting agenda, etc! (965)


In the same vein as this fourth call, the political-economy needs to be rendered more transparent, more individually accountable and more collectively responsible in the political dissemination, economic implementation and critical scrutiny of all of political-economic policy formation. (966)


Thence this fifth insight and call for greater levels of transparency, etc. We already live in a world that is endlessly monitored, but, now, this one-way street needs to be converted into a mutual two-way highway where we, as true citizens, can rightly monitor those who, otherwise, would merely wish to monitor us… without themselves being called to account should they need to recount how they have ostensively acted on our behalf… or otherwise?! (967)


As proposed in our Three Manifestoes, and in all forms of a Future Manifesto, neo-liberally induced forms of adversity need to be both addressed and redressed! In the Silent Manifesto, as a Subliminal Checklist, we are given translational tools for critically reparaphrasing overt and covert exemplifications of neo-liberally distorted policy formation… be that through political thematization, economic implementation and/or critical oversight. (968)

Therefore, this sixth insight, that in an ongoing rectification of political-economic distortion/s we need to reverse neo-liberal adversity and all associated forms of disenchantment and disgruntlement. In this process of rectification and re-normalization, non-existentially ceasing and reversing neo-liberal distortions of the political-economy, and existentially deconstructing and re-constructing the same political-economy; along with the promotion of an ensuing progressive re-enrichment of all our relationships. (969)


Then, given the advent of a wave of new technological change bearing down upon us, in the integration and convergence of a world of interconnected-information, we must find ourselves in a position where we can innovate and implement positive, beneficial forms of social engineering of that change as well exercising suitable approaches in resilience. Indeed, non-conventional innovation and conventional resilience are two keys that both need to be turned in the same lock… (970)


From this seventh insight we must give voice to the need that we must seriously prepare ourselves, through innovation, for the novel ramifications of such impending change as well as finding approaches that will also proffer suitable forms of resilience… a double-sided approach that will also be needed on a number of other fronts such as, e.g., in how we deal with the ramifications of global warming, possible increases in migration be that ordered and/or disordered in complexion; food and water security; new ways of conducting warfare; asymmetrical information gathering; quantum computing; the re-negotiation of evolving concepts like government, nationality, gender, equity, education and vocation, etc. (971)


As I have argued, the ongoing incremental addition or subtraction of micro-inputs will eventually bring us to points of bifurcation when and where chaotic phenomena will take over from linear forms of calculative determinism. Sometimes we can quantify and qualify such transformational-transitions on the basis of past experience or successfully predicated prediction, however, in a rapidly re-evolving complex chaotic situation an anticipated determination of ensuing outcomes may well be beyond us. Hopefully, the members of the political classes in conjunction with its citizenry, together, will be able to successfully either re-navigate and/or re-negotiate such difficult transitions by promoting beneficial forms of social engineering in an environment that is also both resilient and alert to the ramifications of our intentions, the intentions of others, mis-intended consequences, unintended consequences, windows of opportunity, and, left-field events like relevant non-intended consequences. (972)


In such times of accelerated change, we need to be more ‘efficient’ with the social tools we already have to hand. Although the formulation of a specific manifesto as a Specified Future Manifesto may help us to navigate and negotiate a certain problematic topic at the end of the day we need to face the future with a more Broad-Spectrum Future Manifesto that continually re-organizes policy formation at the center of the political-economy in such a manner that suitably re-addresses and redresses the pre-conditions, conditions, and post-conditions that need to be re-directed in our confrontation with the future. On this road to future prosperity various road-block will need to be removed, bypassed or surmounted. One of those confrontations that will need to be re-negotiated will be the deconstruction the major discourse of neo-liberal ideology and an ensuing existential re-construction of the political-economy as it also simultaneously faces the disruption of a future where the very nature of concepts like ‘work’, ‘markets’, ‘home’, ‘family’ and ‘friends’, ‘travel’, ‘leisure’, ‘race’, ‘gender’, ‘nationality’ and so on… will undoubtedly change, and will have to change… will need to be existentially re-constituted. Philosophers, social critics, economists, scientists, politicians et al, should be in demand. Hopefully, they will not be found asleep or merely arguing among themselves over small-minded things… when the controls and dials on the ‘big picture’ will need to be ‘re-monitored’… and suitably re-tweaked…! (973)


Without a doubt our personal ambitions and public aspirations will need to be re-forged and re-fashioned. In the diversions of calls of or for fake news, mere spectacle of television, the over-absorption and over-extension of the boundaries of work, dictated to by our mobiles or cell-phones, the removal of ourselves from deeper levels of engagement with others through the disruptions of other technological innovations, the polarization of the political arena (as one result of excessive donations that should never have been predicate on their electoral need), despotic regimes and their economic equivalents,
 etc., and so on… the citizens of the world have their real ‘work’ cut out for them if they could get themselves in a position to collectively exert meaningful and fruitful forms of political-economic change. But, I ever remain an optimist… people have proven to be resilient in the past, will find resilience when needed, and, eventually, will either non-conventionally innovate or conventionally restore ways of dealing with problems that can never be absolutely beyond our ken… given that to recognize a problem as a ‘problem’ is to already be halfway to the realization of whether it could be resolved, and, how it might be resolved if forms of resolution are deemed as possible… can be contemplated through (an economy of) intentional aspiration. (974)


Earlier, in this extended-essay, I outlined an expanded scheme for exploring intentional aspiration. In previous work I have explored the intentional economy through a number of lenses one of which is the aspirational economy basically constructed around a ‘what’ (there is to hand along with a need, therefore, for its accurate and truthful ‘representation’), a ‘why’ (that existentially or non-existentially motivates us through a process of ‘re-presentation’), and, a ‘how’ (that pragmatically allows us to connect the former with the latter, and, therein and thereafter, hopefully realize those aspirations through processes of representation of genres and con-texts that allows the necessary and successful observance of forms of sequential articulation needed; oversee processes of navigation and negation along with processes of the inter-mediation of their imperatives, prioritization, consequential analyses, critical reflections, forms of e/valuation, etc.). I outlined or mapped such an expanded scheme as follows:

I.    Staged Linear Treatment of our Topic:

1.    Entitlement (through nomination with subjective and enactive denomination)

2.    Realistic phenomenological treatment (that is evidence-based)

3.    Idealistic thematization of objectives (through suitable forms of arbitration)

4.    Pragmatic treatment (through suitable invocation of genres and their con-texts)

5.    Consequential appreciation (through noting intended consequences, etc.)

6.    Overall evaluation (and ensuing enactive deliberation when applicable)

II.   Rhetorical skepticism (as a means of invoking a transcendental suspension, etc.)

III. Existential Reflection (through circular, dialectical, pro-relational treatment) [(82]


To this scheme I would now like to add a fourth category under this heading.

IV.  Re-Staged Linear Treatment Followed by Rhetorical and Existential Inputs…


Where this scheme now takes on an innovative, circular complexion…. (675)


Recently, I needed to work out how to refurnish a small room whose dimensions were only three meters by three meters. The pieces of furniture I wished to place in this room I already possessed. After trying multiple combinations, on a piece of paper drawn to scale, I was surprised that what I could comfortably put in the room depended very much on how I configured the placement of that furniture. The moral I wish to draw from this anecdote is that our intentional aspirations travel through various configurations and inevitable reconfigurations, and, sometimes, in the midst of those re-arrangements of ‘furniture’ we also find forms of innovation that are more efficient in making such re-arrangements especially in the light of the ensuing ramifications that follow on from more beneficial forms of re-arrangement; when such re-configurations of our aspirations are not just virtually envisaged but have to be lived with when non-virtually realized through enaction. (976)

In other words, in this last insight, our intentional aspirations are arrived at through continual re-configuration and it behooves us to be especially careful in how such structures are to be realized in this world of life given that ‘we are dependent upon others in the execution of this practical economy’ just as much as ‘others are dependent upon us for the realization of their aspirations’. In such an understanding, a word like ‘karma’, or some other cultural equivalent, needs to be seriously re-considered. Contrary to the mythical and impossible independence of the ideal neo-liberal ‘hero’, the world rises and falls together through the collective successes and failings of its inhabitants… in a world where we are entirely ‘helpless’ without the mutual cooperation of others... a transcendental dimension of mutual enrichment as entailed in our existential engagement with others, which, therefore, should neither be forgotten nor overlooked..!! 
(977) 







Noël Tointon, Surry Hills, Sydney, 19.5.18.

Appendix A:  Givings and Misgivings:

Distortions of the Democratic Process within the Political-Economy From the Corrosive Influence of Donations in a Neo-Liberal Context

Looking into and Exploring the Corrosive Role of Donations:

1.   Three types of political donation.

2.   Three types of donors.

3.   Three virtual case studies. 

4.   Three sets of conclusions.


In the following preamble let me note that democratic elections are a chaotic phenomenon rendered even more chaotic in the maturity of a democratic life-world. With frequent access to polling and the skillful running of focus groups politicians in a certain party at least know what the electorate is ‘thinking’. It is a political imperative in the winning of elections for politicians to successfully appeal to the middle ground (in what I have termed a ‘real political center’). Consequently, in political appearance, parties start to look and sound like each other although, at the same time, heavily criticizing anything and anyone approaching even the semblance of a sensible center. Given that the proverbial election could be won by ‘one vote’ large quantities of money are used in both traditional and non-traditional Media in order to ‘win’ those deciding votes usually found with swinging electors and in marginal electorates.  In the light of the analytics of such demographic information political parties try to resemble the tenor of thought to be found in this middle ground. But, today, such ‘listening’ is rarely translated into ‘hearing’ given that the all too persuasive voice of donated money and an army of closely associated lobbyists have more real access to these now beholden politicians. In such a perverse climate, all too often good evidence-based policy advice and best economic practice in the implementation of policy is either completely ignored or merely rejected outright at some crucial point in its consideration. Quite naturally politicians seek to survive in a democratic life-world by winning current and future elections and perceive electoral finance as a crucial element in this strategy. But this unhealthy nexus between ‘money’, ‘advertizing’ and ‘votes’, etc., must be broken and donation reform seriously contemplated. Otherwise, electoral disenchantment and disgruntlement will soon translate a democratic ‘landscape’ into a more storm ravaged, non-democratic ‘seascape’ with the continuing disruptive advent of populism, small dysfunctional political parties, neo-liberally promoted adversity and inequality, etc., demagogues, ideologues, extremists, fascists, non-democratically minded exploiters and manipulators of the political-economy… misfortune in a form, I am sure and would hope, we would not even wish upon our worst enemies regardless of whether they were to live in relatively democratic or non-democratic life-worlds..!! (0)

*For the latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage5.html 

1.   Three types of political donation

Quite simply, we have donations for the personal enrichment of a politician and their associates; donations given to a political party for the extension of influence; and/or, only small donations given to a political party with no extension of influence.
 (1)

In the first scenario we have either patronage where donations are overt and generally in lines with expectations, or, covert and/or excessively taxing. (2)

The second scenario occurs in a political climate where restrictions on donations are lax and where there is the expectation that there is a peddling of influence in some form of a quid pro quo. (3)


The third scenario is where small donations are given to support a political party with no extension of influence. (4)


Donations are usually given in the form of money, but, gifts can also include meals, holidays, free admission to forms of entertainment, various free services, the prospect of future consultancies, etc. (5)

2.   Three types of donors

There are three types of donors, namely, individuals or families who give personal donations; organizational representatives who give donations from either businesses or non-commercial organizations; and, governmentally extended ‘donations’ given to politicians and/or political parties, electors, electorates, commercial organizations, non-commercial organizations, etc. (6)

3.   Three virtual case studies

By ‘virtual case study’ I mean ‘the taking of a text (or series of texts and/or a set/s of texts) and assuming that we have, inscribed therein, a reasonable, accurate representation of the world as lived, and, therefore, we can treat the same as if it were our case study in order to phenomenologically appreciate the phenomenon or phenomena in question as represented therein’. (7)


Are politicians just legislators? Obviously not, for how would they have got voted for if they merely operated within halls of legislation alone? However, a frequent criticism in the context of American politics is much along the following lines…

Virtual Case Study No. 1: Fundraising a Top Priority Mandate to D.C. Politicians

Have you gotten a call from your political party asking for money lately? Fundraising is big business in Washington, D.C. So big, in fact, that your newly elected Congressional representative is expected to spend half of his or her working hours dialing for dollars at a secret phone bank near Capitol Hill.

You read that correctly. Actually, more than half their time, sometimes 6-8 hours a day, is spent not working on legislation. Instead, they are essentially full-time telemarketers who are told that their top priority is to raise obscene amounts of money dialing for dollars. All this, during business hours when they are supposed to be working for you, the taxpayer. Shocking, isn’t it?

This past Sunday, April 24th, 60 Minutes broadcast an exposé unveiling the outrageous phone banking operations of an uncontrollable D.C. political machine. It couldn’t be clearer that Washington is more about making money than it is about effective governing. The American public already has a low opinion of Congress. At last check, they had a 14% approval rating yet 90% of them get re-elected.

During the broadcast, David Jolly, a Republican Congressman from Florida, claims he was told that his responsibility, as a sitting member of Congress, was to raise $18,000 per day. While legislators and staff are prohibited by law from making fundraising calls from their offices, both Republicans and Democrats are free to do so at party owned call centers down the block.

60 Minutes took a hidden camera into the private backrooms of National Republican Congressional Committee (NRCC) operations. Jolly describes these offices as “sweat shop phone booths that compromise the dignity of the office.”
 [293] (8)


The quotation just cited graphically outlines the point I am trying to make and even if it were to be only half-true represents a disgrace to the extent that politicians were elected to be and act as politicians and not behave (or misbehave) as fund raisers par excellence. This same article also notes that such hard-working politicians only have 1 -2 hours per day to sit in on legislative processes. Raising donations, in this second context of donation collecting, is obviously a route that would be best not traveled down if only for this reason. A level playing field for political parties and/or their candidates
 could and would take a lot of steam out of this donations arms-race as just discussed.
 [294] (9)


Rhetorically, do we want our politicians to be primarily fund-raisers? Although legislation is an important role for politicians they also need to meet and greet the public in order to understand the concerns of the public and, therein and thereafter, act as representatives for the public; be that their electorate or the country as a whole, and, even, the role of their country in the world at large. [295] (10)


In the Australian context we have had the voicing of similar concerns.
 Australia’s rules on political donations are also relatively lax.
 The funding of political campaigns in Australia involves a mix of private, public, institutional and governmental funding.
 [296] (11)


By favouring the influential access of donors, in both frequency and intensity, in comparison to the relatively fragmented and less organized input of public opinion, etc., certain political ramifications can be set in motion with either beneficial or adverse consequences for this public at large. In the US, and elsewhere, we are now seriously witnessing the effects of an epidemic in the over-prescription of addictive opioid medications. Despite evidence based research that calls their general use for pain relief into question an over-prescription of this form of medication has unleashed a dangerous wave of addiction. Legislation that did not suitably restrict their utilization has been very profitable for the drug companies promoting such medications, but, a profit obtained at the expense of the overall well-being of society itself! Over the last decade, in the US alone, the pharmaceutical industry has donated about 2.5 billion dollars into the American political system
 and the expensive consequences of such an ongoing cash injection are now all too evident in the formation of the social misery of addiction being promoted by the over-dissemination of such an unnecessary and avoidable medication. However, from the perspective of this industry, I am sure, the money involved in such lobbying is viewed as ‘money well spent’. Needless to say, this culture of cultivation through donations, extends beyond politicians to doctors themselves, and beyond… [299] (12)


Or, review the stunt where a lump of coal was brought into the Lower House of the Australian Parliament by a Coalition member on February 9, 2017.
 Obviously, such an event could also be viewed as this political party ‘working’ for the coal industry and the fossil fuel’s lobby on the back of implicit donations from such a sector. In the same vein we had the pronouncement that coal “is good for humanity” made by the then Prime Minister Tony Abbott in 2014. With such good grounds for this suspicion that such pronouncements would not have been made if donations were not involved we must ask just how much, or how little, do our political parties get paid to inspire such shameful displays? Such information, for the Australian public, should be easy to access but individual donations are ‘informatively’ hidden behind the collective contributions given by that commercial or professional sector in question, and, then, we have ‘other receipts’ and ‘associates’ diluting the overall reporting of the quantity of donations given, and, no doubt, such under-reporting is further cemented by declared and undeclared ‘gifts’ in the form of dinners, travel expenses and other junkets, etc. We might say that this one lump of coal, as a metaphor, is symbolic of the accumulative effect that donations contribute to the distortion of this complex, controversial area of political debate dealing with Global Warming, the energy debate, the transition to a low carbon economy, ecological questions ranging from the survival of The Great Barrier Reef to concerns over the quality of groundwater in the wake of fracking, etc. A political space where good advice is continually trashed, indeed, ever overturned by ideologues with little reference to evidence based policy formation based on both scientific research and best economic practice. [300] (13)


In my second virtual case study I have used an article published both on the Internet, 22 October 2017, and, in print by The Sydney Morning Herald, 23 October 2017.

Virtual Case Study No.2:
 Obesity crisis Industry report revealed
Sugar hit: the tactics deployed to kill the soda tax

[Beverages industry praises itself for turning politicians away from sugar tax]

Esther Han 22 October 2017

The soft drink industry said its fight against a sugar tax was "consuming vast amounts of resources", but by lobbying politicians and bureaucrats it had managed to keep the policy off the table.

In its annual report, the Australian Beverages Council – representing many large soft drink makers including Coca-Cola and Pepsi – claims it has successfully warded off "any legitimate threat of a discriminatory tax".

The peak body is at loggerheads with a coalition of 34 health, academic and consumer groups who are urging the federal government to slap a 20 per cent levy on sugary drinks in a bid to reverse Australia's obesity crisis.

The beverage council warned that a sugar tax was never far from morphing into a draft bill for debate and, based on the experience of its overseas counterparts, it must "constantly challenge" any such threat before it reaches parliament.

"Politically, we have strengthened our profile with various politicians both in Canberra and in state parliaments," wrote chief executive Geoff Parker.

"Naturally senior bureaucrats are equally as important to engage with and our outreach has extended to many departmental offices."

Both major political parties oppose the tax, with the Turnbull government saying it stands "zero chance", despite research suggesting it could reduce preventable deaths, cut healthcare costs and boost revenue that can be diverted to health services.

Dr Gary Sacks from Deakin University, who researches lobbyists, said he was flabbergasted by how openly the council spoke about their successful lobbying of politicians.

"They usually talk about how they're part of the solution, so to see them openly boasting about lobbying politicians against public health measures is a big surprise," he said. "It's normally behind closed doors."

The report provides a glimpse into the goals, priorities and "high-level lobbying" strategies of the group.

It said an annual board meeting at Parliament House in Canberra had allowed members to engage with key politicians and on reflection, the politicians' expressions of support last time the sugar tax debate flared up "was due in part to the positive outcomes from this meeting".

It also revealed it had "broadened defensive lines" to stop the tax. This was the main idea, it divulged, behind the creation of a sugar roundtable, whose key members include the Australian Food and Grocery Council and the Canegrowers Association.

"Undoubtedly the constant scrutiny and criticism of sugar-sweetened beverages remains the industry's most pressing and serious ongoing risk," wrote committee chair Vered Moses, a nutrition scientist at PepsiCo.

"The industry continues to defend people's right to choose whatever it is they want to consume whilst promoting the concepts of moderation and the importance of a balanced diet."

Dr Sacks said the focus on individual responsibility wasn't working, and the government had to improve the food environment.

"The World Health Organisation says taxes on unhealthy foods need to be part of the solution," he said.

He said the government couldn't ignore the calls of 34 high-profile groups for a tax, especially with countries such as Ireland and Mexico passing similar laws.

[In Mexico, it has been reported a tax of about 10 per cent on sugar-sweetened beverages saw a 7.6 per cent drop in purchases of those drinks over two years. This is disputed by the beverage industry.]

"You can see in black and white the lobby's having influence over politicians, rather than the 34 health groups with heaps of academic evidence who know what's best for the public," said Dr Sacks.

"We know the sugary drinks tax works, but it's not happening, and this shows us why evidence-based policy is not being implemented."

[The Liberals, Nationals, as well as Labor, are also reluctant because they have their eye on marginal seats in NSW and Qld that produce and refine sugar. The Liberals lost Qld's Herbert to Labor last year.]

Mr Parker told Fairfax Media nothing in the report should be a surprise, as the council's core function was to speak on behalf of its members.

"The evidence is clear they do nothing to reduce obesity and only serve to hurt consumers and the local manufacturing industry," he said.

"We speak to governments and oppositions, just as those groups who think we should have additional taxes do, and talk about ways our industry can be a part of sensible solutions to serious issues."

Health Minister Greg Hunt's spokesman said he categorically rejected the assertions made.

"The Coalition's policy on this matter has been consistent and unchanged for many years now," he said.

He said the government was tackling the obesity crisis by encouraging Australians to live healthy lives and focusing on driving grocery prices down.

Jane Martin from the Obesity Policy Coalition said the sugar roundtable reminded her of how the tobacco industry reacted when it felt under threat, "building opposition, building a research agenda and personal relationships with key political representatives".

She said she could hear the industry's voice echoing in politicians' statements.

"I think industry are winning at the moment, but the research is continuing to build and 26 jurisdictions have implemented a levy," she said.

"The industry, like the tobacco industry, wants to delay, wants to obfuscate the evidence, and that's why they're doing their own research and push back against evidence-based research," she continued.

"We're trying to improve health, while the industry is trying to preserve profits. We're not in this for the money, we're in this because we care about the public's health."

Sugar and soft drink manufacturers maintain a strong lobbying presence in federal parliament. Industry leader Coca-Cola has four registered external lobbyists in Canberra, all of whom are former government employees. [313] (14)


In this reported article, in the titles we find the expression ‘soda tax’. In this American expression we have an allusion to the fact that lobbying against a ‘soda tax’, i.e., a ‘sugar tax’, is an international phenomenon reminiscent of lobbying conducted by the tobacco industry or those industries pertaining to fossil fuels, etc.
 The only oblique reference to an international setting of the terms of lobbying is found in the expression ‘based on the experience of its overseas counterparts, it must “constantly challenge” any such threat before it reaches parliament.
 Of course, the word ‘threat’ is an emotive word which could be translated as merely ‘a loss of profit’ rather than as ‘any form of physical or mental threat’. This article then continues to note that the Australian Beverages Council in its annual report states ‘“Politically, we have strengthened our profile with various politicians both in Canberra and in state parliaments,” wrote chief executive Geoff Parker.’ Moreover, the next paragraph in this annual report notes ‘“Naturally senior bureaucrats are equally as important to engage with and our outreach has extended to many departmental offices.”’ Again, we have the need to translate what might be meant by the expressions ‘profile’ and ‘outreach’. Once we understand that this is donated monies ‘speaking’ we can understand ‘profile’ to mean ‘a financial relationship between political parties with obligations to leave the status quo in place’, i.e., by not introducing a tax on the sugar content of beverages. That the ‘outreach’ of such a lobbying effort extends not only to Canberra but also state parliaments, but, surprisingly, also to senior bureaucrats in ‘many departmental offices’. This sinister sort of language almost parallels the infiltration of government by a spy network belonging to a foreign power (which, in some ways, it could be seen to parallel assuming that such lobbying is also internationally directed and funded as well?). One can only hope that senior bureaucrats have not had their doors opened by anything other than those donations already given to the current political powers that be? Of course, that might exclude just afternoon teas, occasional dinners, small gifts and other token incentives along the way – who know? I am certainly not suggesting that this opening of doors to bureaucrats was expedited by anyone other than the ministers of those departments and those people that they would have delegated to arrange such contacts. But, unfortunately, money does speak and very loudly in this type of situation because both major parties are content to leave the status quo in place despite evidence based policy advice from ‘a coalition of 34 health, academic and consumer groups who have been urging government to slap a 20 per cent levy on sugary drinks in a bid to reverse Australia’s obesity crisis.’ Should we not conclude that the lobbying power this peak body has could only have arisen from the potentially pernicious power of donations? As this article notes this report states: ‘its fight against a sugar tax was “consuming vast amounts of resources”, but by lobbying politicians and bureaucrats it had managed to keep the policy off the table’. I am sure, for the moment at least, from the point of view of this Australian Beverages Council and its members, this is money well spent! [314] 

     (15)


In my third virtual case study let me examine a claim made by the Australian Labor Party in that the current Coalition is indulging in rampant ‘pork barrelling’:

Virtual Case Study No. 3:
 The Apparent Misuse of Governmental ‘Donations’

This article is taken from the Sydney Moring Herald written by Eryk Bagshaw, 11 October 2017. The print version is headed:

Politics Nationals dispute figures

Labor claims all the pork is barreling to Coalition seats

The Internet version is headed:

Federal Coalition pork-barrels own seats up to 138:1, Labor claims

The Turnbull government spent $132 million on community development grants in Coalition seats in NSW and only $3.5 million in Labor-held electorates in the lead up to the 2016 election, Labor figures claim.

The 37 to one ratio in NSW pales in comparison to Queensland, where the Turnbull government spent $138 million on community development grants in Coalition electorates up to the 2016 election and just over $1 million in Labor-held electorates.

The Nationals are strongly disputing the figures.

A spokesman for the Regional Development Minister Fiona Nash said their analysis showed $19 million went to Queensland Labor electorates and $35 million went to NSW Labor electorates.

"This pathetic lie was invented by Labor this weekend to create a headline it could ask questions about in Senate Question Time this week," he said. 

"Labor's Community Infrastructure Grants Fund put $30 million into Coalition seats and $141 million into Labor seats. Labor sent five times as much money into Labor seats."

According to figures obtained by Labor, Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce's northern NSW seat of New England, which could be heading for a byelection if the High Court rules against his eligibility as an MP on citizenship grounds, received 13 per cent of the state's entire community grant income up until the 2016 election.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull's blue ribbon seat of Wentworth received up to $12 million in community grants, 9 per cent of the state's allocation, while having the second highest score of socio-economic advantage in the country according to the Parliamentary Library's electorate index.

The seat with the highest level of socio-economic advantage in Australia, North Sydney, received $9.5 million in grants in the lead up to the election, the fifth highest level in the state, compared with the safe Labor seat of Parramatta, which received only $11,000 despite being among the most disadvantaged areas according to the Australian Bureau of Statistics.

The grants are designed to target grassroots organisations, securing the support of local voters without expensive policy announcements.

Among those to benefit was the Walcha Rugby Club in Mr Joyce's electorate, which received a $10,000 grant, while his deputy, Fiona Nash, spent $600,000 on 12 netball courts in Forbes.

The Queensland Liberal seat of Leichhardt received $40 million while Capricornia banked $20 million. The closest Labor-held seat, Blair, received $435,087.

In Victoria, for which a full state breakdown is not available, the Turnbull government gave the marginal Liberal-held seat of Latrobe $6.5 million to restore the historic Puffing Billy steam train line.

"This takes regional rorts to a whole new level; there's simply no way community projects in government electorates are 135 times more deserving than those in Labor electorates," Labor regional services spokesman Stephen Jones said.

"This program is supposed to be about the long-term viability of local communities. Clearly it's been about the long-term viability of the Turnbull government and its senior members."

The Nationals spokesman said at least $18.9 million from the Community Infrastructure Grants Fund went to Labor electorates in Queensland, not $1 million.

In NSW, at least $35.9 million went to Labor electorates, not $3.5 million, he said.

The practice of funding election promises in marginal seats, known as pork-barrelling, is not unique to the Coalition government.

When Labor was in power it called them community infrastructure grants.

Up until the 2013 election, Labor awarded $141 million to its own seats, while handing $30 million to Coalition seats.

"Labor gave nearly five times as much money to Labor seats as it did to Coalition seats," said Minister for Regional Development Fiona Nash said.

"They need to respect the intelligence of the voters. Their hypocrisy is disgraceful." [316] (16)

Even if we were to agree to the criticisms of the National Party, as expressed in this text, the ratio of money currently spent in Coalition electorate to that spent in Labor electorates would then become 138:54 which merely continues to prove the same point made by this article. But, regardless of who is in government, for the ruling government to favour those electorates that voted for them is a blatant misuse of governmental powers and finances… [317] (17)


Obviously, a philosophy that deals with our misgivings re donations must also regulate in a bi-partisan, or better, in a non-partisan manner the awarding of all grants, etc. Such a pro-democratic philosophy should also include provisions for a commission against corruption with full powers to investigate and recommend for prosecution misuse of donations in all its multifarious forms! [318] (18)

4.   Three sets of conclusions

I would like to note three sets of conclusions; namely, in the field of politics; in the commercial field of business; and, in the political-economy treated as a whole and in its continually being recast in a neo-liberal mould. (19)


In my Third Critique of Neo-Liberalism I note ten possible consequences of this corrosive influence of a political environment conducted with inadequate restrictions placed on the reception of donations:

i.
Politicians have less time to be legislators, etc., given that they must also become fund-raisers.

ii.
Political success of a politician, outside elections, is subverted by their perceived ability to raise funds for their party.

iii.
Political access to the public is subverted by the access sought by representatives of the commercial world and other institutions that lobby politicians.

iv.
Policy formation increasingly represents those sections of the political-economy that have the money and power to promote their ‘voice’, their interests and concerns, over that of the general public.

v.
That politicians are continually watching polling as an expression of their potential electoral success in the advent of either a sudden election or one at a time more in line with expectations and, consequently, subsequent political spin attempts to redress this.

vi.
That although politicians are ‘listening’ to the public at large they really can only ‘hear’ those that lobby them given this imperative for electoral funds through donations, etc.

vii.
In the light of polling and tracking of public opinion through access groups, etc., there is a continual pressure for parties to represent and reflect the overall aspirations of both their electorates and their traditional electoral bases, whilst, at the same time, also criticizing and eviscerating, if not demolishing, the diminishing ‘moderation’ of that real political center (and, by extension, even more so that of an objective political center).

viii.
At the same time there is less incentive for politicians to return the real political center back towards an objective political center given such polarized critiques (of anything approaching a central sense of positioning either real or objective in tenor). 

ix.
A progressive incremental imposition of neo-liberal policy settings, etc., being and becoming, on balance, more reflective of the aspirations of those sections of the political-economy with more power and money (unless public opinion is considerably organized and demonstrably behind some other position in the light of proposition vii., etc.).

x.
The overriding of expert advice in the formation of policy is sometimes a ‘given’ given this powerful pressure from donors and other lobbyists. [291] (20)


Taking an economic orientation (towards the political-economy), in exploring the economic consequences of a political realm consuming large quantities of donated finance we note forms of economic distortion that often override sensible, evidence based policy formation and enactment, and, policies that generally favour more powerful lobbies; monopolies; a relentless, incremental imposition of neo-liberal policy settings; etc., along with political-economic distortions (as briefly listed in the next paragraph). (21)


The net result of such political and economic distortions is both forms of neo-liberally oriented adversity in the workplace and a variety of forms of inequality/mis-equity in the marketplace and the home space (namely, past inequity, current dis-equity, and future non-equity). Through this ongoing, relentless, negative re-configuration of the political-economy we will inevitably witness an ensuing disenchantment where such subsequent disgruntlement often finds itself translated into forms of populism, small parties incapable of governing in their own right, demagoguery, and, a further erosion of democratic institutions and norms… along with an acceleration of neo-liberal trends that will provoke even greater levels of disruption and social suffering. A political-economic milieu increasingly beholden to obscene levels of donated finance, eventually, will be disruptive of our democratic life-worlds. (22)

Therefore, this urgent democratic need for us to insist on a reform of the laws regarding donations, etc., before we lose our democratic way of life… which, through a lack of such insight, we so easily take for granted!! (23)






  
       Noël Tointon, Sydney, 27.10.17.

Postscript: A Provisional Outline of Donation Reform


In my Third Critique, I provisionally sketch what might need to be considered in donation law reform. This was summarized as follows:

i.
Small limited donations that can be given by any party that are registered, verified and published in relative real-time (with personal anonymity only).

ii.
Mandated financial support of parties that have reasonable representation, and, mandated payment of candidates able to get more than say five percent of the electoral vote.

iii.
Non-partisan distribution of grants, non-partisan awarding of governmental advertising, a commission for the detection and prosecution of corruption, generous but reasonable salaries for all electorally successful politicians, etc., blanket allowances, registration and/or redistribution of gifts, independent awarding of posts,
 and, a timed prohibition on politicians becoming lobbyists or board members, etc. [324] (24)


The raison d’être behind such a reform in donation laws is to primarily take the heat out of electoral funding, return politicians to being politicians rather than non-occasional fund raisers, produce an even playing field for all parties and their candidates, and, secondarily, to return a greater voice to the voting members of an electorate, give a lesser ‘voice’ to businesses, organizations, influential individuals and their lobbyists, etc., and, ensure governments abide by evidence based policy in the light of best economic practice subject to critical forms of public review, etc. [325] (25)


In parallel to donation reform we also need, back to back, a reform of all practices associated with lobbying. [326] (26)


The reforms outlined above, under the rubric of donation reform and lobbying reform, would be assisted considerably by increased degrees of transparency, accountability and responsibility… [327] (27) 




N.T, 29.10.17.

Appendix B: A Philosophy of Innovation: 

Outlining a Phenomenological Approach to This Topic 

As well as Exploring Trends in a Futuristic Context 

(Based on Research as Outlined in My Third Critique of Neo-Liberalism)?

Introduction for an Open Forum at The Continental Philosophy Group
*


In this paper I will be exploring two themes, namely, what is the nature of innovation, and, how we might go about trying to understand where the direction of future innovations might appear to be heading?? (0)


The word ‘innovation’ is much invoked but whose nature is little appreciated. Indeed, so misused is this expression that this trendy political concept has recently taken on negative connotations that now undermine its future invocation. In a world where the very concept of ‘work’ is undergoing a radical transformation in the face of recent innovations like, e.g., AI, robots, driverless cars, and so on, that people are quite rightly fearful for their future welfare if the scope for meaningful work is to be severely curtailed. Especially in a world where professional politicians bicker about small-minded things, or themselves, and do not seem to be urgently addressing this spectre of an imminent flood of change in the workplace, etc. In this precarious light of lowered, pessimistic expectations, exacerbated in this ruthless and inequality driven atmosphere of neo-liberal exploitation, what have people to fear but the very presence of innovation itself? (1)


In my Third Critique of Neo-Liberalism
 I have had to address both the nature of innovation and its cultural reception given that my political-economic manifestoes promote an urgent need to be receptive to beneficial forms of innovation as one very important avenue of addressing and surmounting the adverse ramifications of an all pervasive neo-liberal ideology continually undermining the relational health of our democratic life-worlds. Such an ideology, as a reaction, is also fueling various forms of counter-productive populism and demagoguery given disenchantment and disgruntlement with such seemingly self-evident, adverse, current, political-economic trends. (2)


My political-economic manifestoes
 are structured on four observations, namely, a need for a comprehensive political reform of donations; a need for greater degrees of transparency, accountability and responsibility in the political-economy; a need to redress all forms of neo-liberally induced adversity; and, a recognition that in the face of change we must learn to innovate in ways that expedite a beneficial transformation of social change.
 (3)

*For the latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html

Briefly, let me note the phenomenal-phenomenological nature of innovation, and, then, imaginatively visualize how innovations are possibly going to re-construct our world as lived. (4)


I will then end with some provisional reflections on the ramifications of such tentative speculations. (5)

1.    The Nature of Innovation? 


The subtitle is posed as an implicit question, namely, “what is the nature of innovation as seen through phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential lenses???” (6)


In my examination of intentional formation, I have come to see all texts as informed by their associated meta-texts. I.e., meta-textual instructions that construct that thought to be of a certain kind. I.e., out thinking is necessarily structured through the meta-textual conventions of what it means for a certain set of thoughts, and their textual depositions, to be of a certain kind. E.g., to write a letter I must already know what it means to both write and read a letter. In other words, I must have inter-subjective cultural access to this genre of behaviour, both performative and informative in intentionally directed engagement, that allows me either to write and/or read a letter, or, at its very least, recognize that the text I find to hand is either most likely a letter or not a letter. (7)


Such meta-textual necessity demands that my recognition of a letter, say, a handwritten note from a friend, implies my having this meta-textual concept in order for such recognition to occur. Moreover, this genre of behaviour is also inserted into our cultural mapping of the world to the extent that I recognize this letter or note as a ‘text sent from one friend to another’, i.e., as in the sub-genre of a ‘letter sent from one friend to another’; and, as a ‘written text in a literary world of texts’, etc., i.e., as occurring in the super-genre of ‘the world of literary texts as understood in general’. That, in effect, the way we linguistically divide our world is also our cultural mapping of this same ‘world’ as more or less mutually understood. Indeed, on such grounds we can communicate, and, in the light of commonly understood phenomena move from one world to another through forms of translation. (8)


Now the important point to understand is this, namely, that we cannot think thoughts that are absolutely original since we can only think thoughts through a reinvocation of such meta-textual genres already to hand. On the other hand, this does not mean all form of intentional iteration are strictly and absolutely reiterated without any degree of change. Such mental appropriation is enacted through a process of reappropriation that is both adoptive of the genre in question and adaptive of the same in the light of its current specificity. As a child, e.g., I was told to shake this person’s hand, and, then, at a later point in time, this other person’s hand, etc., and so on. Through such instruction and observation, etc., I eventually learnt that there were different occasions when I was expected to perform this process of shaking hands, and, that some of those occasions might be of a different type. So, when being introduced to a person the expectation often imposed by that situation was that I would shake that other person’s hand. Or, when we were successful on the polo field, members of the opposing team would shake our hands as a sign of our superior sportsmanship, or something similar to that effect. (9)


Hence this necessary adoption and adaptation of meta-textual genres. (10)


Innovation is to be understood in a similar manner. Basically, it is the adoption of a seemingly relevant genre conventionally already found to hand and its relatively radical tweaking through some form of a non-customary transformation. Such a transformation is incremental and minor in nature, but, with ramifications that are either considerable or insignificant or disruptive of its ensuing performance. Imagine the relatively recent innovation of ‘sliced bread’. In small groceries and delicatessens, etc., about six decades ago, whole loaves of bread were sliced on the premises of sale if requested. Now, imagine if bakers sliced bread in their bakeries and then merely attempted to delivered the sliced loaves that resulted. Such an innovation by itself would be totally disruptive of the delivery process. Sliced loaves of bread would be very difficult to deliver unless another innovation was to follow, namely, the wrapping of those same loaves of sliced bread. Then those wrappings could be labeled contributing to a branding of product, etc. Then governmental regulations were later imposed on such advertising in order to truthfully disclose the actual ingredients that went into the baking of those wrapped loaves of sliced bread, etc.
 Or, in a similar vein, imagine shaking hands in a situation of introduction where one party merely offers one or two fingers to shake, or, where one party were to excessively shake the hand of the other person either with great force and/or over a long, extended period of time. In other words, genres must also have expected limits imposed upon their range of operation. (11)


We could perceive, therefore, meta-textual genres of behaviour as both actively inscriptive (and therein making a ‘text’ or a ‘set of texts’) and/or as passively interpretative (in which we attempt to understand, through recognition, both which type of genre is in play and its apparent cultural import). (12)


We could also perceive, therefore, such intentional genres of behaviour as recipes for either engaging in their ‘written’ performances and/or in the ‘reading’ of their interpretations of their apparent import. ‘Recipes’ imply certain predefined sequences of behaviour. That mistakes that arise in a process of invoked reiteration, in their ‘written’ replication and ‘read’ interpretation, would take a particular variety of sequential possibilities; given that such genres are sequentially mapped forms of behaviour. (13)

Such sequential mistakes, as examined elsewhere, take three fundamental forms, namely, mistakes in the process of sequencing and/or mistaken execution of those individual sequences and/or mistakes arising through the confusion of genres.
 E.g., respectively, in the making of a cup of tea with a tea-bag, pouring hot water into a saucer because you have not yet placed the cup there; or, spilling the water over the cup through not correctly pouring the hot water; or, inadvertently putting a tea-bag into the toaster instead of the cup (as an example relayed to me by one of my friends). (14)


In the light of the above, we should see that an examination of innovation would most likely involve an appreciation of genres to hand that might be relevant in this intended or executed process of innovation; a virtual exploration of their sequential performance in order to understand where we might successfully tweak such operations; and, an anticipated appreciation of the ramifications of this innovative tweaking of their performance in order to envisage immediately presenting implications and/or future consequences. In this regard, in an appreciation of such anticipation, we need to discern between those operations that are relatively non-chaotic in direction and those that are relatively chaotic in direction, and, whether the former or latter contribute either positively, negatively and/or neutrally to a delivery of an ensuing value formation (envisaged in either general, particular and/or specific terms of reference
). (15)


In a relatively non-chaotic event, output, more or less, it is proportional to input and of a similar nature. In contrast, a chaotic event is relatively non-proportional in output and incurs a relatively different set of ramifications (divided between present implications and/or future consequences). All intentionally directed events are arrived at through iterative, incremental reiteration that is either non-chaotically redirected (through similar incremental patterns of ‘mere’ redirection) and/or chaotically re-directed (through arriving at relatively radical incrementally induced patterns of sheer ‘re-direction where the phenomenal-phenomenological complexion of the event changes in its overall, apparent manifestation). This difference between incrementally non-chaotically oriented ‘redirected’ addition or subtraction of input and chaotically oriented ‘re-directed’ addition or subtraction of input is like ‘the bringing of water to the boil’ and ‘the actual boiling of water’. This apparent transition, incrementally arrived at, is transformational to the extent that a different phase is chaotically entered into when the water starts to boil (or through incremental subtraction, towards freezing point, when we find ice suddenly forms).
 (16)


In a phenomenological examination of positive innovation, that has either occurred or might be induced, we hope to arrive at a process of incrementally chaotically induced ‘re-direction’ that is of a beneficial nature rather than of an adverse nature. In effect, the successful process of innovation involves the addition and/or subtraction of inputs in the sequencing of a genre or mix of genres in such a manner so as to deliver a proportionally greater degree of benefit in valuational terms of reference.
 (17)


Therefore, in the light of the above analysis, we would examine innovation through a multi-focal lens of incremental, sequential, phenomenological processes, through the lens of hermeneutical interpretation of both incrementally organized sequential input and ensuing output in the transition and/or transformation of the former, and, through the existential lens where we explore the valuational impact of the ensuing ramifications as they might be tentatively anticipated, reasonably expected and/or actually observed. (18)


Or, put more simply, which sequences might be profitably tweaked, how those sequences might be profitably tweaked, and, what we might anticipate as the ensuing profitable ramifications resulting from the tweaking of such inputs???
 (19)

2.    Future Innovations?

This subtitle is also posed as an implicit question, namely, “can we successfully foresee future innovations, and, if so, what might they be??” (20)


Can we foresee the future course of events. In a trivial and probabilistic sense this is not impossible. If we see someone walking down a street then we assume they will either travel to the end of that street and then most likely go elsewhere, or, stop at some address along that street, and, then, later travel elsewhere unless, of course, their death was to intervene, etc. If we see people waiting at a bus stop and we know buses do stop at that bus stop and will soon do so we might well consider waiting there to catch the bus if needed; hoping that a small queue might mean that ‘a bus is due to arrive very soon’ (whereas a much longer queue might be read as that particular service has been cancelled, or, that there had been an accident or breakdown or some other reason has delayed that bus, etc.). (21)


Similarly, if an aspiring student goes to university to get certain qualifications we can assume that if all goes well and that that student has the ability to study and studies well that they will eventually attain those same qualifications. Intentions can be virtually realized in the immediacy of the moment, but, enacted non-virtually such processes are both sequentially organized and occur over an anticipated period of time… assuming such implicit genres of behaviour have been suitably conformed with. Given such conformance, we anticipate that such expectations will be met if all pre-conditions and conditions are suitably discharged. The existential value of such behaviour being addressed through an appreciation of its post-conditional e/valuation; i.e., through an understanding that can assess the relative enrichment or de-enrichment to be observed in that relationship in question.
 (22)


However, in any attempt to better appreciate the ramifications of the changing nature of cultural phenomena, either in general, particular and/or specific terms of reference, we have a much greater degree of difficulty in our attempting to discern the eventual course of such phenomena along with any anticipated ramifications that might stem from any possible inspection of relevant past, current and/or future trends that may or may not be currently evident before our present point or points of view. A similar problem arises in any critical attempt to evaluate the historical import of current phenomena that may either be currently perceived or not currently perceived. But as examined elsewhere, this problem is not insurmountable. For a start, I have noted that a statistical preoccupation of current themes or memes may well indicate where our current anxieties lie and where some degree of cultural capital will be consumed, rightly and/or wrongly, in dealing with such issues. Again, another method is to observe both what appears to be certain trends and how those trends, themselves, seem to be trending, and, then, to extrapolate, within a certain degree of error or inverse non-error, as to where such trends might appear to be heading, or, when and where appropriate might later be found anticipated to be chaotically re-heading with a new sense of re-direction, etc. E.g., if unemployment is on the rise then, at some point in time, a greater degree of homelessness might be anticipated, from an appreciation of past experience, by those social services that are already in place to address that social issue (both actively and proactively). (23)


In general terms, we can observe some notable trends already at work in the reconstruction of the political-economy of a number of mature democracies such as the US, Australia, the European Union, etc. E.g., let me mention the concept of convergence where the focii of applications are taking on a more complex appropriation, hitherto, of relatively more discrete applications. E.g., our mobiles or cellphones are ever adding additional apps in order to also act as alarm clocks, television screens, fitbits, encylopaedias, etc., rather than be just defined as simple, mono-functional telephones. Why, e.g., buy a mono-functional CD player, if you were to find one, when our personal computers or television screens can do that and a lot more besides than being just mere computers or televisions. Or, should we treat newspapers as a different and distinct medium from the worlds of television or radio when their Internet websites now have links to videos and audios to accompany their stories, etc? Or, conversely, should we equally view television or radio as different and distinct media from the world of newspapers given their demonstration of media convergence and their inevitable merger with social media as well? (43)


Given the statistical presence of certain current social anxieties, trends like convergence, etc., how might we critically regard the future nature and social impact of innovations so obviously already in play or anticipated? Witness recent developments in AI; robotics; driverless cars, taxis and trucks; additive or 3D printing; voice recognition and synthesis; automatic, real-time linguistic translation; expert systems; social media; Wikipedia; Google; along with other forms of digital and non-digital disruption.
 (25)


With these principles and observations in mind, in the course of writing my Third Critique and examining this topic of innovation in a comprehensive practical sense, I ran the following thought experiments which I shall now quote some key excerpts.
 (26)

Citing this Third Critique:

My twelfth case study will be a text again created by myself that is speculative, hypothetical and virtual for the obvious reasons when examined. There is a classic problem of how do we correlate, e.g., ‘a certain need (a series and/or set/s of needs)’ with a certain satisfaction of that need through the enaction of ‘a certain, suitable response (series and/or set/s of responses)’? I call this ‘a mixing and matching problem’. In response to this I am suggesting the commissioning of a Universal Aspirational Interconnector or UAI. An application that co-opts AI to both semantically read and learn or adjust to both the traditional and fashionable creation of social needs. That people merely have to speak to such an app(lication) (why type when you could set it up for speech recognition) and list your current and/or future aspirations. In our communities, e.g., there are people with many skills and also many people who might like to acquire the same. Here we have the possibility of creating a new form of ‘work’ where people with certain needs can be instructed by people that have already acquired such skills or who can proffer the requisite products and/or services. But, then, why stop at this actively responsive ‘universal university of the Internet’ and extend it to be a market place in a mixing and matching of all forms of aspiration. Here my hypothetical case as follows:

Speculative, etc., Case Study No. 12: Universal Aspirational Interconnector (UAI)

A pig farmer wakes up one morning and decides that he would like a wife, two dozen piglets for fattening, two sacks of heritage potatoes, would like to extend their pine forest, possibly grow truffles and get some advice re same, hire a chef who is an expert in French cuisine, hire also a sommelier, a waiter or waitress, and general cook, as well as acquire the complete works of the American author Henry James. He dictates these aspiration to the application known as a UAI. This application is keyed into an ever-growing data base organized by AI that can semantically categorize and catalogue the various types of aspiration dictated by both its aspirants and possible respondents. Searches are first done in the communal settings of those resident aspirants in an attempt to match local respondents, etc. A nominal fee is paid on the successful meeting of such aspirations for the upkeep of such a system and where a part of that same fee is also passed on as a tax to be paid to local government, etc. Of course, such a system must have certain safeguards that reflect the de-ontological complexion of those communities. So, a contract to kill or be killed would be automatically ruled out,
 the sale of babies would be banned, the commission of hate-crimes would not be countenanced, etc., and so on. Such a collective array of information could be used only for the purpose of statistical investigations as long as each investigation passes certain preliminary ethical guidelines. Similarly, questions of policing would also need to be suitably supervised so that, e.g., political powers can neither use nor misuse such information, etc., etc. [416] (27)


Already society, to a considerable extent, is mixing and matching such aspirations but, unfortunately, on many fronts, such correlations are less efficiently realized if at all through successfully adequate forms of alignment or re-alignment. All genres are adopted and adapted, and, so, in this regard, innovations, as previously noted (in the tenth case study), are more a matter of re-directed forms of re-alignment rather than mere realignment through redirection. If a person desires a cup of coffee they can go to a coffee shop or a shop selling instant coffee, coffee beans or coffee capsules to order to then take this product home to utilize in a form as directed.
 However, if a person were inspired to learn Sanskrit they cannot, normally, just go to a shop in order to avail themselves of the services of a Sanskrit teacher.
 A university is one place. Today, we might find tutorials on YouTube or some other application or program. On the other hand, having access to a UAI, effectively, we do have a one-stop shop so to speak. People could be directed to respondents who are teachers available to pass on such skills, or, a university not too far away, or, various sites on the Internet, or people outside their local community who might be able to act as such skill-providers, etc. Ultimately, the system itself might be able to do this type of skill-providing by acting as a virtual instructor? [417] (28)


We live in interesting times and, perhaps, this idea of a UAI is not that too far-fetched even if currently ‘speculative’ despite being hypothetically possible.
 [418] (29)


But why stop with a UAI… (30)


In speculating on the future course of innovative complexification of the overall economy, as situated political-economically, let me suggest the following provisional directions such complexity might take? Such relatively novel concepts being brought forward as talking points in discussions dealing with the changing nature and role of work, the future meeting of needs through digital forms of mixing and matching. In this regard let me proffer ten topics (the first two having already been introduced). However, more importantly, we should note how these fields of innovation will find an even greater, overall impact through their integrated expression in the political-economy! Let me list them:

1.   U.A.I.

Universal Aspirational Interconnector

2.   U.B.I.

Universal Basic Income

3.   U.C.I.

Universal Communicative Interface

4.   U.D.I.

Universal Denominative Identifier

5.   U.E.I.

Universal Evaluative Index

6.   U.F.I.

Universal Financial Integrator

7.   U.G.I.

Universal Governmental Input(ter)

8.   U.H.I.

Universal Health Instructor

9.   U.I.I.

Universal Insurance Intake(r) 

10. U.J.I.

Universal Jurisprudence Interrogator [514] (31)


Admittedly, this exercise in mnemonic creativity might seem contrived, but, let this scaffolding reveal the likely conclusion or collective end where current trends seem to be evolving towards. I am hoping my reader will understand what is being outlined at which point the reader themselves can decide whether such innovations are possible, likely, useful, or, perhaps, even a threat to civil society and/or the ongoing, progressive enrichment of an overall democratic life-world? [515] (32)

I have already introduced a UAI (U.A.I.) and in many ways, we have such an embryonic facility already to hand through the use of the Internet and search engines like Google or Bing, etc. But, imagine if a Super-Internet were to come into existence that linked all search engines, meta-search engines, data-banks, the so-called Internet of Things, applications; be they for the mobile or cellphone or otherwise, etc.
 Often, in a certain area of human concern, we find multiple apps competing for ‘customers’ where each of those apps have pluses and minuses, but, through non-resolved competition, in effect, merely divide up that niche market and render those apps individually less able to succeed in their particular mission of resolving that classical problem of an exhaustive ‘mixing and matching of information’. Then, also, I have already introduced why the innovation of a Basic Income should be seriously addressed and how such a practice might eventually evolve into a Universal Basic Income. After ‘A’ comes ‘B’, so after ‘B’ comes ‘C’, and, so on. Let me now introduce these eight new innovative paradigms as listed above. [515] (33)


Innovations, I have argued, occur through the realization of a number of minor steps in the relatively non-conventional re-direction of conventional forms of genre and con-textual redirection. Such innovation, therefore, involves either the addition or subtraction of one step in a conventional set of meta-textually formulated sequences, or, the accumulated consequences of a continual series and/or parallel set and/or set/s of such sequences, through addition and/or subtraction, that intentionally re-direct the course of an enacted response. As noted, such consequences might be intended, mis-intended, unintended and/or not intended (the latter happening through coincidental happenstance). Moreover, the point of purposeful innovation is to arrive at a positive or beneficial set of consequences whose investment dividend is greater than the investment input. Normally, we would sweep a courtyard covered in Autumn leaves with a broom and not the head of a broom or through the use of a proverbial toothbrush (where that latter ‘innovation’ in militaristic practice is designed to reinforce military discipline and compliance, etc.). The following innovations are suggested as possible forms of innovation that we will have to confront, and, in political-economic terms of reference, etc., either accept, hopefully, through finding politically acceptable forms of modification or reject through politically instituted forms of prohibition, etc. However, either way, such anticipated innovations needs to be seriously debated and the creation of a social awareness needs to be pre-prepared for the luxury of this debate lest the pace of such innovation accelerate and thrust us more quickly into the necessity of a more immediate set of reflections. Such trends in this innovative ‘mixing and matching of information’ are already with us and hence the following considerations need to be engaged in the here and now of political life (and which our Commission, soon to be detailed, would supply a more formal platform in this regard
). [516] (34)


A UCI is Universal Communicative Interface, i.e., the institution of the means for a universal form of communication that can take place between all individuals across all nations, states and local councils and that such a universal platform would support all forms of electronic communication from telephone to television, from e-books to e-banking, etc., and, moreover, be seen as a human right that should never be absolutely circumscribed.
 [517] (35)


The ramifications of such world-wide interconnection, along with other innovations, will be near immeasurably vast. Some of those ramifications are already with us, some we can see coming and others will come upon us in ways we can barely imagine.
 In part, this specific innovation is already with us… and, soon, at a cost all could afford if not already supported through governmental subsidies or similar. [518] (36)


A UDI is a Universal Denominative Identifier. It is an electronic, Internet connected form of specific identifier that is uniquely the property of that person or non-person being identified. Applied first to living individuals it could also then be extended to dead individuals; organizations; robots; events, court cases, newspaper and their articles; products, services, forms of informational aggregation; countries; ships, cars, planes; galaxies, stars, planets, planetoids, satellites both natural and manufactured, etc., etc. It uniquely identifies and/or supplies an existential description and history of that being identified. The richness of that existential denomination would need to be decided in terms of particular item-types, W.r.t., individuals that might include exact time of birth, location of birth, GPS tracking, financial accounts (major and, perhaps, minor in scale), school qualifications, professional qualifications, immunological history, medical history, a complete DNA and epi-genetic readout, various affiliations, political enrollments, general and/or specific voting records, and, how that person might wish to identify themselves before others… in terms of interests, religious affiliations, organizations belonged to, qualifications and skills aspired after, etc, etc.). Needless to say, such a record, and its recording would need to be seriously debated. We would also need to clearly envisage how privacy settings can be set and those settings enforced. That, such privacy-protected information should also meta-record all forms of access exercised and the nature and scope of the information actually accessed. [519] (37)


Shock, horror… how could we contemplate this thorough, Orwellian tracing out the very course of our supposedly private lives, our confidential interactions with businesses, our postings on social media, and so on? Well, to a considerable extent we are already having that done to us as we course through the various specificities of our existences! The Internet, governments, social media, etc., are already tracking us and recording our unwitting inputs which if aggregated and integrated, would considerably contributing not only identifying us but also describing in minute detail much of our non-virtually enacted and virtually enacted histories. What is being argued as innovative, in this instance, is more the careful and formal integration of this approach. Every page on the Internet is already uniquely identified and such a proposal could well be but an extension of this approach? But, such personal data should be better protected, privacy settings should be in our control, we should be able to review who can and does review such information and how it was accessed (i.e., in general terms of reference only, in particular and broad detail, and/or, or through some form of close specific reading, etc.), and, such information should belong to us and our estate. [320] (38)


Such information could be stored within a relatively unhackable, cryptologically encoded format and block-chained, etc; complete with privacy settings and full unhindered access to ourselves only whilst all other forms of access should be notated in a meta-log noting that such access was undertaken and in what form such access was obtained. E.g., I could envisage an error-detection (and error-correcting) mechanism that those people (automatically) enrolled for a certain election should have their records accessed in particular but non-specific terms of reference in order to determine if they voted in that election in order to cross-check if the tallied number of votes seemingly tabled matches this roundabout way of checking the apparent number of voters who apparently voted in this specific election. So, the apparent voting results are tabled and cross-checked with such backdoor access without infringing on the privacy of the voters themselves, but, ensuring in the process that the voting record, essentially, is an accurate one (to the extent that the number of those who voted could be critically assessed as correct). Such error detection could also include random block sampling in order to avoid any form of illegal retabulation of the vote that would make it look like that apparent result was correct. So, the upfront, overt tally might find nine thousand voters voted out of a field of ten thousand and the covert results, from the particular, anonymous interrogation of the unique existential histories of these potential voters also added up to also coincide exactly with the nine thousand votes apparently cast. However, that, alone, would not tell us if the way we think they voted is correctly tabulated in its final overall count. But, as noted, sampling could be done a number of times to see, within the statistical margins of error, that no voting irregularities were to be observed between such samplings and the overall tabulation of that vote.
 [521] (39)


Such an integrated, universal format for identification would need to be seriously debated, yet, such a series of similar identifiers is already in existence. Better, I suspect, to formally institute such a practice with all the necessarily associated safeguards also put in place. One of the questions that would need to be explored would be to what degree different categories should be invested with detail. E.g., GPS readings conducted on our mobiles or cellphones being noted daily, every hour, every few minutes? Then, to what extent should such records be essentialized for later storage, or, indeed, slated for a more complete form of destruction (say, after the death of the individual in question. Or, when the due by date of a product represented in this fashion has expired?). Indeed, a veritable can of worms, but, one that needs to be soon untangled if not actually engaged with right now?! [522] (40)


With an indirect form of access, it might be possible for identification to be achieved in the asking of a certain security question without directly being seen to give the correct answer. E.g., we could be asked where were we born and where we might like to live. We could type our two answers in in such a manner that like a password they cannot be read by the questioner who then through indirect access for this purpose only then finds out whether our unique identifier actually agrees with those two answers. If agreement is found then those seeking such identification would find a greater level of confidence in this regard (although at no stage am I presenting a process for absolute identificational verification, still, such agreements would practically give us such an identity (to that extent no form of fraud was being perpetuated in that instance
).  [523] (41)


The next area of innovation I will now look at is a UEI, a Universal Evaluative Index. Everything can be given a price and sold, however that price could be positive, zero or negative in scope. E.g., if you were to inherited a cubic meter of books that it seems obvious to you no one is likely to buy then you might have to pay someone to take them away and dispose of them, perhaps by dumping or by pulping. Under such circumstances those books, from your perspective, would then be seen to have a negative price. By ‘index’ is meant the posting of a price be that positive, zero or negative, that others may or may not accept as the starting place for a process of bargaining, or, at least as an expression of interest. In posting tentative price points on this Index for similar items of a similar standard in quality in a similar locality we would get a provisional mapping of the range of prices should such passive points be converted to active entry price points or at least the starting place for a process of bargaining if both parties were to mutually agree to compromise in that manner. Now, if I were to post a passive sell price, say twenty dollars, for my cubic meter of most likely unwanted books I might find a certain range of passive reply points, say, from a pulper of books who wants them for ten dollars, and, a cartage firm who is happy to dump the same for a negative price of ten dollars. I might then go active on this Index exchange and actively drop my price to twelve dollars meaning that should some buyer actively accept my active price point of twelve dollars those books would then be automatically sold. But, say, this pulper of books makes an active offer at eleven dollars and I accept that active buying point then I must accept that those books to have now been successfully sold for eleven dollars. So, in essence, on this Universal Evaluative Index, this exchange for pricing, etc., sales would proceed immediately through the immediate acceptance of actively posted price points, or, tentatively through passive pricing, and, thence, perhaps, non-virtually through the success of an active auction.
 Such an exchange would also suggest a possible range in pricing from noting previous prices; be they passively posted, actively posted and/or successfully transacted. Now, given such a universal application what need would we have for auction houses regardless of whether they operated non-virtually or virtually through the Internet (either in conjunction or not in conjunction with this universal application?)? On the other hand, governments of the countries involved in this process of buying and/or selling, on the part of the locations of the buyer and seller, could be expected to collect a very small fee (much like a Tobin tax) which could be added to general governmental revenues. [524] 

    (42)



Having and suppling a Universal Denominative Identifier would also anchor all transactions between the relevant parties on a firm footing. A basis further assisted by my next innovative universal application, namely, a Universal Financial Integrator. Linking to a Universal Aspirational Interconnector should also facilitate this process of transactive interconnection. [525] (43)


A UFI, a Universal Financial Integrator, is a site where all forms of banking can be arranged either with an independent commercial bank or between such banks, or, within the site itself. Given that all transaction can be neutrally exercised, back to back, then it should be possible to finesse the same outside the commercial banking arena per se but subject to a tax much along the lines of a Tobin tax, i.e., through the deduction of a very small fraction of the transaction and where this fee goes either to the countries of the transactors or the country/s in which it officially occurs within or between. Recorded here can be all financial records, all taxation records, a record of all revenues and expenditures and the quantum of credit available from a commercial bank or some other financial equivalent. Obviously, such records would be assisted through having a dependable, unique and easily accessible individual identifier. [526] (44)


A UGI is a Universal Governmental Input or Inputter. Here can be accessed all governmental services including facilities for the casting of votes; be such constituents currently within their electorates or anywhere else around the world. Voting being founded on an automatic registration dependent upon residency and/or other criteria, access to a unique identifier(UDI) and an ability for an elector to cast their vote regardless of whether they are in that electorate or not at the official time of that election in question. Also, voter would have full access to the policies of candidates and/or parties as well electoral results a short moment after those elections officially finish. This universal application could also be partially or fully linked to other governmental sites in order to transact inter-national forms of political interaction like international pensions, passports, visa applications, residency, migration, etc. [527] (45)


A Universal Health Instructor (UHI) would be a universal application that is both actively instructive in basic medical advice and passively inscriptive of medical records, reports, recommendations, monitoring of medications, etc. At home, in a hospital, clinic or doctor’s surgery medical data could be regularly or continually entered into this UHI as uniquely located through a UDI. Practical medical advice could also be arranged through a UAI. From data provided, an assessment of relative physiological age could be provided that would inform the patient in question as to whether this computation of physiological age noted that they were younger, the same age, or, older than their chronological age. Coupled with expert systems and the notifications of certain illness, an understanding of medical history and the genetic profile, along with the noticing of relevant physiological changes from previous checkups, input, etc., such a system should also be able to give its ‘patients’ a general level of advice along with some measure as to how urgent such advice should be regarded. [528] (46)


A Universal Insurance Intaker (UII) is the automatic enrollment of a suitable level of basic insurance in those fields relevant for the person accepting such miscellaneous forms of cover; be that from general health cover to house insurance, etc. It could be paid for from governmental revenues. This service of supplying a health insurance is better conducted in-house and run in conjunction with public hospitals. The option for an additional private health insurance being made available for those who feel they need to take extra cover, but, again, a small Tobin like tax could be applied in order to help pay for this publicly operated service (in lieu of a consumption tax?). [529] (47)


Our final universal application being a Universal Jurisprudence Interrogator. The expression ‘interrogator’ meaning a thorough interrogation of law, legislation, precedents, opinions, philosophical principles of basic jurisprudence, etc., etc. Linked with a UAI, this application as an expert system coupled with AI, etc., should be able to determine which laws, etc., are relevant once the specific and relevant outlines of a certain potential case are presented or are further supplied upon request made by this same universal application. Given that legal firms are already using such systems, albeit without greater levels of universalization, a potential litigant or defendant could request an interrogation of the parameters of the case in question in order for such a system to determine if such a case could be successfully made in court, possible outcomes, etc. The universal nature of this application should also include the same types of inputs from other national or legal jurisdictions, etc., and, if and how trans-national cases could or should be expedited in a local and/or a non-local jurisdiction, etc. As suggested, coupled with AI, a ‘client’ should be able to enquire from this Interrogator as the relative merits of a certain case being put forward without first having to seek the expert opinion from a lawyer who, these days, may well be depending on just this type of an expert legal system run along similar lines. Such a system should also be able to parse legislation, e.g., in order to determine how semantically integrated and self-consistent it was found to be, and, how coherent it would be given other associated areas of legislation already legislated if that new piece of legislation were to be enacted as it stood, etc. [530] (48)


I have argued that the innovative nature of such universal applications, as recounted above, are conceivable, are somewhat already in place, and, naturally invite the extrapolation of such current trends that seem to indicate we should anticipate this type of end will need to be negotiated, directly and/or indirectly, within the confines of a certain political-economy, and, thence, to our complex negotiations with other political-economies if not all other political-economies. Witness the so-called free trade agreements that have already been negotiated or are still being negotiated.
 That such applicative transformations are already taking place and need to be debated now. That it would be better to formally incorporate the same, with all due safe guards lest, as a fait accompli, we just have to accept their incorporation on their now self-imposed terms of reference (just as current innovations, e.g., like Uber and platforms for temporary rental accommodation like Airbnb, e.g., have, to some extent, been impossible to universally circumvent even if locally proscribed on what may well prove to be only a temporary stop gap basis; given demands from locals and non-locals for such a wider range of choice to be instituted and not proscribed).
 Obviously, a more ordered approach to such innovative patterns of change is better called rather than being merely imposed or temporarily proscribed. Effective negotiations here could well insure a wider range of choice in such fields, but, also coupled with a reasonable preservation of working conditions already achieved in that field prior to such innovative transformations. In this regard, giving workers in a similar field of endeavor easy access to a union and/or an equivalent independent governmental union may well be one option to successful resolve such issues that would arise in these innovative periods of disruptive transformation? [531] (49)


I have briefly outlined, more on an implicit level, a metaphorical history of the economic world and its implied archetypal evolution from bartering… to producing products for sale… to the offering of services… to the advent of an informational era… and, thence, to its innovative informational integration anticipated in my exposition of these universal applications and their effectively predicated integrated interconnection. In the course of these various revolutions the nature of work has changed… and, without a doubt, is in the midst of changing once more as I list once again the more visible causes of concern that focus such societal disquiet, e.g., robots, driverless-vehicles, additive printing, AI and expert systems, the Internet of Things, non-traditional Social Media, and so on… [532] (50)

Obviously, such anticipated disruption needs to be seriously addressed… and a general failure of political leadership, in this regard, is the more prominent through its very absence in being seen to at least start to confront and redress such well-founded anxieties. Often, it appears, our politicians in many democratic countries around the globe are more interested in scoring mindless political points or slogan hunting or socializing with donors and listening to their neo-liberal legislative agenda..? [533] (51)


If we can but perceive a fraction of the inevitable disruption in the train of such universal applications, e.g., etc., as just sketched, as we move into this Contemporary era of an interconnected and integrated informational economy, then let us at least accept that even though innovation is inescapable, still, mounting a credible and responsible engagement, as an authentic response, should be seriously entered into at the highest political levels possible in order to better negotiate the ramifications unleased in the wake of such innovations. [In this regard, I have proposed the Six Commissions already announced that will soon be more closely examined. First, however, let examine the bureaucratic nature of the political-economy through a nine-fold grid that I believe should help us to better navigate the archetypal or characteristic complexities that seem to bedevil our critical appreciation of this political-economic ‘force’ at the center of an overall democratic life-world. Without such an intuitive map, the ensuing negotiations of the less perceptive will forever find themselves bumping into bureaucratic walls for reasons they will not be able to clearly fathom. A condition, I might add, that can apply equally to both the relatively powerless in society and the powerful who try to run amok within the confinement of its institutional corridors… [534] (52)


Like all modes of representation, a map can never absolutely depict the terrain within its apparent embrace. However, armed with an understanding of the limitations of that map it should be able to act as an aid in helping us to navigate that same landscape. In this regard, no one mistakes the map as the landscape in question, and, neither do we mistake the landscape as just a map. Using this map properly, we are then in a better position to navigate this landscape more effectively. But, in this actual act of navigation we also find we will also need to negotiate, from time to time, with the people we meet in the course of this act of exploration. In this regard, that map would have little to offer us. Instead, we might read a guide book that informs of us about local customs, local conventions that are best not infringed upon, etc. In coming to understand the relatively inherent structures of the political-economy we would be better prepared through the reading of a suitable ‘guide book’ rather than trying to read a ‘map’ of the more visible terrain. In this regard, we are more interested in the mindscape rather than the landscape to be found associated with political-economies in general given that such an understanding need not have direct recourse to a specific political-economy in order to appreciate such contours. Of course, rendering the general or particular through the lens of a specific example is a very good way to better illustrate this iterated particularity...] [535] (53)


Obviously, much food for thought… a lot to be digested, but, more than enough to have a better understanding of what democratic life-worlds and the membership of their associated political-economies will have to face to some degree or other. (54)
3.    Reflected-Reflections?


Our final subtitle is also posed as a rhetorical-like question – in the face of such speculations asking “what might we be entitled to reasonably assume is more likely or less likely to occur??” And, how might our thinking on the very nature of innovation itself help us to better appreciate how we should go about positively engaging with this envisaged exploration of our future? To this end let me briefly proffer the following suggestions… (55)


To begin with we should realize that innovation arises through the minor modification of distinct sequential stages in the performance of conventional genres of behaviour that can be found, more or less, already to hand. But the ramifications of such innovative tweaking can be either relatively significant or insignificant in magnitude, and, either positive, negative and/or neutral in value (as discerned through a process of e/valuation of the apparent enrichment and/or de-enrichment of our relationships). (56)


Being aware of these actual or imminent innovative social changes should impel us to engage with their possibilities in theoretical/political, practical/economic and critical/stylistic terms of reference. In complex processes of adoption and adaptation we should seek to change what appears to be relatively adverse and/(or) promote processes of resilience in order to find better forms of accommodation (if a reversal and/or deconstruction of the former cannot be suitably enacted). (56)


Significant positive or negative ramifications of innovation arise through chaotically induced phenomena. Therefore, it is in our interest to promote positive forms of innovation and de-promote negative forms of innovation. Obviously, we need to focus on these micro points of innovation in order to better anticipate these chaotic ramifications; be they either the immediate implications or future consequences of such tweaking. (57)


In the light of such perceptive anticipation we need to ensure that our political institutions are in the best position to positively assist us in crossing this period of transformational-transition. Therefore, it stands to reason, various approaches should be critically explored in order to assist in this political-economic promotion of both positive forms of adaptation and the institution of positive forms of resilience. To this end, all potential candidates in the adoption of positive forms of adaptation or the institution of positive forms of resilience should be explored and neither accepted nor dismissed in any a priori fashion such as, e.g., a (universal) basic wage; a removal of all but micro-donations in our political systems; the promotion of greater degrees of transparency, accountability and responsibility; a radical reversal and deconstruction of relatively adverse neo-liberal policies; a critically respectful attitude towards innovation; and, a critical review of regulations with a removal of their tendency for either over-proliferation or under-representation through the striking of a better, non-ideological balance in that regard (as well noting both regulatory paralysis and ineffectiveness). Just some of my suggestions in this regard, an open-ended list I am sure that could be considerably expanded…. (58)








         Noël Tointon, Sydney, 24.4.18.

Appendix C: The ‘Nunes Memo' as a Salutary Lesson

In Self-Deceptive Self-Deconstruction in an Alternative Universe – 

Seizing the Major Discourse or Seizing Up 

In a Non-Alternative Universe? 
Workshopping Postmodernism, Authenticity, Lying, Deconstruction, the Nature of Ethical Interaction… in the Context of the Infamous Nunes Memo. 
Introduction for an Open Forum at The Continental Philosophy Group
*

0.    Pre-Introduction


In this paper I will be exploring my provisional observation that the relatively inauthentic manufacture and interpretation of texts is a form of textual treatment more prone to deconstruct under any reasonable form of critical scrutiny. In other words, if you lie, either through commission and/or omission, directly or indirectly, your textual treatment is less integrated and more likely to fall apart when subjected to some more focused form of textual interrogation; given its creation in a less integrated, less harmonized environment of textual dissemination. (0)


This paper will have three sections. (1) 

In an introduction I will examine these themes of postmodern relativity; authenticity; lying; deconstruction… in the context of ethically oriented interaction. (2)


Then I will introduce the infamous Nunes Memo – outline its political context; note its pretext for public dissemination; and, indicate how this document itself deconstructs the apparent ‘Republican’ rationale behind the insistence that it find immediate public dissemination (contra FBI recommendations) in order to promote a public and political call for the de-establishment of the special council led by Robert Mueller III. (3)


In the last section of this essay, I shall proffer some further provisional observations. Here, I will examine how the dissemination of this document illustrates my main premise that inauthentic texts are less integrated and less harmonized, and, therefore, more prone to deconstruct under critical interrogation. I will also produce a number of other allied observations such as how the reception of inauthentic texts can be spun in a process that avoids critical scrutiny, etc., in line with other considerations that deal with the so-called vexed issue of fake news, etc. (4)

*For the latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html
1.    Introduction


Without trying to be too controversial let me say, very simplistically, that Modernism is dogmatic about truth, indeed, might claim that ‘Truth’ exists. In comparison, in counter-positioning, let me say, again simplistically, that Postmodernism would argue for many truths, and, for some philosophers, that no one ‘truth’ could or should be privileged over any other. This latter sense of positioning might be viewed as having disastrous consequences in the world of ethical or moral engagement since it could be argued that in a certain situation all moral positions adopted therein have an equal value since no one moral position should be privileged (or under-privileged). If this meta-position of a thorough relativism were to be consistently adopted then one might fear a moral free-for-all in which any person could do anything they like regardless of any residual modernistic connotations that might be perceived as persisting in the public reception of such a process of enaction. Of course, it could also be argued that the ramifications of such enaction; be they actions, non-actions or inactions; would and should be lived with as they unfold in the immediate implication of the present and/or consequentially ensue at some future point in time. Curse someone and then assault them, and, they may well then curse you back and assault you even harder. (5)


Now, it is true that few postmodern philosophers approach this ‘hard’ or ‘bad’ form of postmodernism, yet, its ensuing ethos does seem to increasingly permeate our relational environment as we interact one with another. With a breakdown of religious traditions, the hyper-competitiveness of ne-liberal ideology, increasing stresses of modern life, etc., the assumed moral conventions that societies took for granted are now being deconstructed, discounted if not often ignored or rewritten. This is not to say that modernists were always very moral, or were ever morally consistent, as they certainly operated with their moral blindspots given their overlooking of the natural rights of diverse minorities including the perpetuation of the traditional diminishment or curtailment of an equal role for women in society, e.g., etc. Against this simplistic backdrop, as an aside, let me merely suggest that ‘lying’ is no longer seen in such a negative light. If all visions of the world have their own ‘truth’ then let ten thousand contradictory flowers bloom on the stage of this postmodern world… (6)


A Contemporary philosopher can transcend this endless tennis match between Modernists and Postmodernists (through exercising suitably enacted ongoing, overall transcendental suspensions) by seeking to existentially evaluate the value of such a bewildering array of values. By ‘existential’ is meant ‘a pro-relational attitude that attempts to harmonize this complexity of e/valuation’. From the ongoing resolution of this process of relational harmonization we can expect to see a mutual enrichment of those same relationships. In this relational enrichment we can find a certain enhanced degree of authenticity at the very psychic center of those relationships… (7)


However, in the ‘real’ world we find both harmonization and disharmonization operating in our spheres of relational engagement. No one can be absolutely authentic. Not one person is immune from acts of lying and other forms of deception since it could be argued that much of cultural exchange, in its enacted simulation, is dissimulated, deceptively engineered… be that wittingly and/or unwittingly entered into through forms of cultural oppression, contractual inequality, peer group pressures, conventionally accepted and expected forms of cultural deception, etc. (8)


To convincingly tell a lie, e.g., we must first speak the truth and, then, deceptively tweak some small elements of the same in order to disseminate the ‘lie’. A successful liar must know what they are doing and clearly separate these more truthful and less truthful strands of textual narration. Confusing them would be fatal to the expedition of that deceptive event. Consequently, more psychic energy must be expended by that deceptive individual or group in order to entertain parallel strands of text without either absolutely separating them or absolutely overlapping and confusing their relative distinctiveness. In this dialectical dance, the convincing liar must seem to identify with the disseminated dissimulation whilst at the same time knowing that they do not actually identify with that deceptive strand of dissembling. Obviously, it must be much easier to just speak the truth as you, yourself, see the same, however, speaking the truth itself can have adverse ramifications that might be better avoided through entering into a process of dissembling. To varying degrees, in different cultures, various forms of truth-telling might well be best avoided, just as, on other occasions, acts of non-truth telling might be best not avoided. For prospective candidates before the special council conducted by Robert Mueller III, the thought of lying and being seen to lie, and having to face the legal consequences of such deception, might well be a corrective, to such a degree, that to even entertain that one might follow that deceptive course of enaction would be unwisely countenanced. (9)


Given this metaphorical modeling of deception, where the narrator of a lie must keep these deceptive and non-deceptive strands of narration somewhat apart but not too far apart, and have to be seen identifying with the former whilst inwardly identifying with the latter, it is not too difficult to conjecture that under interrogation it would be easier for a relative liar to have their deceptive texts deconstructed than for those of a relative truth-teller who appears to uphold a more integrated and harmonized single strand of narration. (10)


This desire to be deceptive, be that wittingly and/or unwittingly engaged, makes for a more complex and less integrated vision of ‘apparent truth telling’. In examining this infamous Nunes Memo let me demonstrate the inconsistencies buried in the very text itself that was being being put forward as a vindication of Trump’s not directly or indirectly colluding with the Russians, and, that this special counsel investigating this proposition, accordingly, was improperly instituted and, therefore, should be disbanded forthwith. A clarion call orchestrated by a certain circle of Republicans echoing the inflammatory rhetoric disseminated by the cable broadcaster Fox, and v.v. (11)


In my use of this expression ‘deconstruction’ what is meant? I admit to using it in a variety of often co-occurring senses. We have the very technical, philosophical sense of de-privileging privilege in order to de-polarize traditional forms of power relations in a relatively improperly constituted contractual re-writing of the world favouring certain binary elements (and, therein, as a result, sometimes, giving us a more compactual, existential sense of voice to those same proceedings
). I am also using this expression to indicate a more conventional use of this term where inherent contradictions are used as evidence of both relatively inauthentic textual performance and depositional representation associated with the same. However, the latter is more a matter of degree since I am arguing that no text can be absolutely inauthentic, nor for that matter can any text be absolutely authentic, but, that relatively less authentic texts are more prone to ‘falling apart’ given their relative lack of harmonization, integration, integrity, systematization, consistency, relative truthfulness, alignment with our life-worlds as lived, etc. (12)


I am also arguing that the enhanced ‘morality’ of an ethical relationship is arrived at through the ongoing resolution of relational difference or dissonance in our relationships where this realizes an existential, mutual, pro-relational enrichment of those same relationships. The spirit of ‘authenticity’ being observed in those relationships that find themselves being mutually enriched through such pro-relational alignment with others. In essence, finding such alignment through a more receptive sense of ongoing re-alignment as we stand before-others, with-others. (13)


How should we view this memo? In general, particular and specific terms of reference. Let me now explain what is meant, in this regard, in the next section of this essay… (14)

2.    The Infamous Nunes Memo


In general terms of reference, I am arguing that a more deceptive text is more easily deconstructed, and, that we can do this by more closely examining the text in question itself. I am also arguing that at the end of the Postmodern era (and the dawning of the Contemporary era), along with its predilection for moral relativism, that we are more susceptible to alternative facts, alternative narrations, alternative universes, fake news, and so on. In a state of effortless thinking, i.e., a lack of critical thinking, a vision of the world found to be in conformity with our current views is more likely to be accepted as ‘true’ by that person who exhibits that type of conformational bias… (15)


In particular terms of reference, we can note that a ‘memo’ is a set of headings structured by some implicit and/or explicit argument of set of arguments that set out to impel and direct the realization of a certain course of action or a set of actions in order to deliver a certain intentional objective either implicitly and/or explicitly spelt out by that memo. (16)


Specifically, we can observe the raison d’être of this document, as a ‘memo’, is the disbanding of the special council conducted by Robert Mueller on the grounds that it was improperly instituted on the false proposition that it was instigated as a response to the so-called Trump-Russia ‘dossier’ of Christopher Steele, that supposedly prompted this enquiry, was improperly promoted and paid for by the Democratic Party, etc.
 Taking the words of President Trump at face value, in his own words, and who has said on innumerable occasions, “there was no collusion, no collusion with the Russians”, and, therefore, there is no need for this special council. That as this counsel was set up on such ‘false’ grounds it should be immediately disbanded… despite, we should add, leveling a series of serious indictments at various members of Trump’s Re-Election Committee, etc., some of whom have admitted to being guilty and are now cooperating with this same committee. (17)


The reader can examine this document in Appendix A. The document is not very long (especially if we separate meta-textual qualifications like introductions, reasons for a reversal of its security classification, etc., and so on). (18)


Otherwise, in lieu of a careful close reading of the entire text, let me note a number of key points made by this text and how they contradict with its apparent raison d’être to act as device to disestablish the credibility, authority, institution and constitution of the special council under the leadership of Robert Mueller… ‘logically’ leading to its disbanding. I.e., the intentional objective of this memo is to orchestrate the cessation of this special council, that for some reason or other, perhaps obvious or not so obvious, was considerably vexing this very dishonest and deceitful president. (19)


Let us list some of the main arguments presented in this document as reasons why the authors of this document thought this special council was illegitimate and should be disbanded. To this end let me cite the following blog titled: KEY POINTS: What to Know About the Nunes Memo (link: http://blog.standuprepublic.com/key-points-how-talk-about-the-nunes-memo-18f51b0b4f62). (20)

KEY POINTS: What to Know About the Nunes Memo

After weeks of hype and hyperbole on the Nunes Memo, what we got was a lot of sizzle, no steak. But the PR blitz by Nunes, the Administration, and other GOP leaders is trying to sell a partisan and misleading memo. Arm yourself with some facts and key points, courtesy of Stand Up Republic.
The Administration’s Response

It’s no secret that the president viewed this memo as a way to stop the Mueller investigation.

· Trump’s own tweets prove as much

· His allies have lined up to push the very same narrative:

· Tea Party Patriots want to fire Rod Rosenstein,

· Judicial Watch echoes the same,

· the Federalist says to be a patriot you HAVE to attack the FBI.

Congress’ Role

Many Members of Congress have tried to walk a tightrope, saying the memo was important, but didn’t discredit the Mueller investigation.

· Maybe they believe that, but after a year of Trump warring against those investigating him, they had to know how he’d use this memo.

· It’s naive to think that the president would view this memo as anything other than a weapon against the FBI and Mueller investigation.

Many members of Congress pointed to public pressure campaigns urging them to #ReleaseTheMemo, but research shows that these social media campaigns were by and large the result of Russian information warfare attacks.
The Memo’s False Allegations

The memo itself contradicts Team Trump’s central claim that the Steele Dossier provided the basis for the Mueller investigation. Rather, it was Trump campaign adviser George Papadopolous who’s ties to Russia prompted the investigation.

The memo claims that the Steele Dossier is the only evidence the FBI used in applying for a warrant to monitor Trump advisor Carter Page.

· Page first appeared on the FBI’s radar in 2013, and there are literally recordings of Russian spies discussing Page as a potential agent.

The memo also argues that the Steele Dossier — funded by Clinton’s opposition research efforts — shouldn’t be used by the FBI. It’s astonishing that GOP leaders think the FBI shouldn’t follow credible evidence or leads if it comes from a source they don’t like.

· Despite the memo’s claims that the FBI had not told judges of the political nature of the dossier, they’ve now acknowledged that yes, in fact, the FBI did tell judges of the document’s political roots.

Ultimately, the memo claims to prove that there is an anti-Trump bias in the FBI, especially during the 2016 election. But there is no evidence that the FBI did anything at that time to tip the scales against Trump. On the contrary, the fact that these investigations were not leaked or made public show that they were not used to influence the election.

We know that Russia did attack our country with information warfare in the 2016 election, and we know that they continue to do so today. We also know that Carter Page has several troubling ties to Russian intelligence agents.

Critical questions to ask:

Why is the Trump administration, Devin Nunes, and the House GOP leadership trying to defend Carter Page with half-truths and partisan memos?

We already know that the Trump campaign included 5 advisors and employees with dangerous ties to the Kremlin: Flynn, Gates, Manafort, Page, and Papadopolous.

· Why did the Trump administration hire so many advisers with inappropriate ties to Putin and the Kremlin?

· Were those advisers hired because of their Russian ties, or were people working on behalf of the Russian government eager to inject themselves in the Trump campaign?

· If they’ve done nothing wrong, why have so many of them openly lied about their connections, and why has the administration routinely misrepresented their work for the campaign?

· Don’t we deserve answers to these questions? (21)

In the light of these observations and objections, etc., as articulated above in this blog, on more factual grounds, we can claim that this special council, being led by Mueller, is not foundered on the dissemination of the Steele Dossier. Therefore, moreover, any attempt to ‘discredit’ Christopher Steele in this memo has absolutely no relevance, and, immediately deconstructs the claim that the response to this dossier was the prime cause of constituting this special council. That, indeed, the FBI was already investigating this claim of collusion with the Russians before the dissemination of this dossier.
 That the monitoring of one of Trumps members of his Re-Election Committee, namely, Carter Page, had a long history of ‘working’ with the Russians well before Trump’s working to win the GOP nomination for the presidency. Moreover, FISA warrants need to be authorized by a judge and this was repeatedly done so is indicative of the fact that strong grounds for doing so must have been well-argued for by the FBI. Of course, for obvious security reasons, we have no documentary access as to those reasons used for obtaining that series of FISA warrants. On the other hand, it is on the public record that this person has made numerous visits to Russia and has made claims that he has political connections to the Russian political hierarchy, supports the removal of sanctions imposed on Russia over their annexation of the Crimea, etc. Moreover, this person of concern had already left this same committee overseeing Trump’s re-election before these FISA warrants were resumed. Basing this claim on this dubious character, as an American citizen allied with the Trump’s Re-Election Committee, albeit as a volunteer, and, who, then was no longer such a member, as well as saying he was being illegitimately monitored, is to make a claim that is ‘bizarre’ at the very least. Obviously, Nunes and its other authors didn’t do their homework in putting together this document, and, wishful thinking was more at work in its inauthentic manufacture and controversial dissemination (that was also sanctioned by presidential decree contra FBI advice). (22)


That, in the light of such false claims, the memo itself is easily deconstructed given that itself-deconstructs when examined. We don’t even have to too closely examine it in order to realize that it consists of cobbled together sets of inconsistent talking points that actually bolster the need for this special council rather than confirming any pseudo-imperative for its dismantling. That, in essence, this document is manufactured and disseminated in such an inauthentic manner that it not only deconstructs its own case, but, reinforces just this need for the very existence of this special council. That this council, instead, should be left to continue its deliberations and release, in due course, its findings. (23)

3.    Further Provisional Observations, Conclusions and Comments


The modernist’s search for the absolute ideality of truth is unobtainable since, correctly, we can neither encounter such an absolute ideality nor recognize such an absolute ideality. What can be neither encountered nor recognized cannot be engaged! In contrast, the relativism of an ideological postmodernist’s vision of an (absolute) equality between all positions cannot be experienced in our engagement with this world as lived because the landscape of this lived world is not flat given that every encountered, recognized and engaged point, therein, is unique and different from all other points, positions, events, situations, relational perspectives, etc., and so on! Such points, or positions, etc., could appear similar but cannot be absolutely identical. But, non-absolute identity does not rule out the fact that the enactment of choice could be experienced between situations with little consequential difference. In a restaurant serving both pasta and pizza we could order either or both… and equally assuage our current degree of hunger. On the other hand, we must not assume that everyone equally likes both pasta and pizza, etc. Nor, for that matter, do we normally observe people eating both dishes at the same time. (24)


Extending this metaphor, we could say that the resolution of our hunger is the satisfaction of our appetite… and that such a process is through a harmonization of such associated desires. We might prefer pizza to pasta, or v.v., but the end result is that our hunger, to that degree it is experienced, is suitably assuaged… regardless of which dish or course is chosen for consumption! (25)


In our interactions with others this process of harmonization must also be entered into. To some extent we must be ‘on the same page’ so to speak in order to interact with them, and v.v. Just as in any act of relatively successful communication we must find this degree of realized alignment that allows us to actually communicate with each other. Even if we lie to the other person this degree of alignment is necessary in order for us to enact that form of deception. Obviously if we were to engage with them in a more truthful manner we would be in a greater state of mutual alignment. (26)


As argued in this paper, lying, and other forms of deception, must entail a greater degree of psychic ‘work’ on the part of the deceiver since they need to present as truthful whilst also knowing in what manner they are not being completely truthful with that other person or persons.
 That in more closely examining the performance and statements of the deceptive person it would be relatively more easy for that interrogation to expose and unravel such duplicity. That this interrogation could be either non-virtual or virtual in the manner of its execution. E.g., a judge could interrogate (the defendant’s responses in a cross-examination) both in person or later, in their chambers, when reviewing either a transcript of the trial or in re-addressing their memory of what had transpired in that courtroom. In this process of critical scrutiny statements, as propositions, are examined for their self-consistency, their other-consistency with other related statements, tested in terms of their probability, possibility, probity, the likeliness that such events had occurred or had not occurred, etc, etc. However, in a frame of mind that entertains more a state of effortless, uncritical thought, the presentation or presentations are merely taken in at face value… and this seems to be the default position for how many people review television, read newspapers, engage on the Internet with stories, memes, and the like. Then, if such representations of reality are found to conform to your desires, expectations, political and other forms of bias, etc., then you might well be more willing to accept such superficial guarantees of their presented authenticity. On the other hand, with some mental effort, etc., such accounts might be seen for what they are, i.e., as representations and interpretations of events that, may or may not be, more or less, in conformity with their overall manner of presentation… therein and thereafter, re-presenting a vision of the world that may no longer seem to confirm such self-represented alignment.
 (27)


In hindsight, we could say that this memo was poorly cobbled together; its intentions, as to its objectives,  were inauthentically contrived both in its construction and in its dissemination; and, that in the final analysis, its forced dissemination actually hindered this conspiracy to dismantle this special council run by Robert Mueller whose investigations were seemingly closing in on the potential wrong doing of this president; be that obstruction of justice, entering into a conspiracy with a foreign power to subvert the 2016 presidential election, or some other set of violations, etc. For those with sympathies for this now beleaguered president such an enquiry may well be seen as a ‘witch hunt’. But, for those who believe in the necessity of such an enquiry, the evidence is already in, through a number of guilty pleas, that such a counsel should be in existence and allowed to run it legitimate course! (28)

Strangely, in a rapid repetition of history, this consortium of figures in the GOP who brought us this infamous Nunes Memo seemed to have gained nothing from the fallout of this previous experience. They have now, just recently, brought us the leaked release of the Comey Memos, ostensively, as a further clarion call calling for the dismantling of this same special counsel on the grounds that such a set of documents are a ‘vindication’ of this president given implied contradictions in these documents with the testimony Comey gave before that congressional committee, etc. The mere assertion of this ‘fact’, which has no foothold in reality, is solely being used to only reinforce this spurious claim that this president is being subjected, improperly, to a so-called ‘witch hunt’ led by the FBI. Such claims, taken at face value, might go down well for an audience who only tunes in to Fox, and for those who only seem to practice an effortless form of thinking without critical reflection. However, for the rest of the community, in a majority of concerned citizens, be they Republicans, Democrats or Independents, these memos, instead, have come to be seen more as a reinforcement of the apparent veracity of Comey’s original testimony, as publicly broadcast on television, at the expense of the credibility of this president who we might say, without exaggeration, as we all know, is continually wayward in truth-telling… if not missing in action. Furthermore, I am sure, the successful dismantling of this special council would trigger a profound constitutional crisis for the American political world (as well as being the enduring pretext for the release of vast amounts of leaked information that may well further incriminate and damage this presidency, most likely in an inevitably fatal manner?). A presidency, we might say, that is damaged and suffering already from its own continually self-inflicted acts of self-harm. (29)


In this cultural contrast between the wishful absolutism of ardent modernists and the unexperienced relativity of laissez-faire postmodernists let it be known that we do not need to favour either side. Let me demonstrate, analogically, how we can transcend this binary opposition. The day before I bought six apples and cannot remember whether I eat one or two of them. But, I don’t need to be absolutely certain as to whether I have four or five apples left in that fruit bowl in the kitchen since I am certain enough, given the knowledge already to hand, that apples still remain in my kitchen that are ready to eat. Or, and, yes, it is true that oranges, bananas and apples can be found in my kitchen, and that I like to eat all three fruits, but, this does not mean that in the reality of my lived experience that at any given moment I will want to eat one instance, each, of all three at the same time, and, instead, will more likely chose only one instance of those three types of fruit that can be now found in my kitchen where I will act in accordance with my desires as expressed in that period of time in question. Absolute certainty is not necessary to successfully make a good judgment, and, I will push aside the neutral equality of a suspension, in the mere entertainment of possibilities, for the actual enactment of a distinctive course of action. Sadly, we are better to observe and follow the actions of philosophers rather than have our lives conform to their statements of aspirational intent.
 (30)


Let it be said, that alternative facts cannot be absolutely alternative. Just as there can be no absolute lies or absolute acts of deception. On the other hand, a deception is still an intentional deception regardless of whether the intention to do so was either for good or for bad. However, when we progressively de-align ourselves with the reality of reality, then we become equally unfit to be successful members of our community given this less harmonious or inharmonious manner of relating to others in the falsely believed non-otherness of certain aspects of this ‘one’ shared world wherein we must live! Furthermore, no major discourse can forever run counter to lived reality. The competence of a major discourse is that it appears to work most of the time for most people. Removing ourselves from ‘the reality of our representations’ equally removes us from ‘their representations of reality’. Practising deception and/or being deceived, either self-initiated and/or other-initiated, is a more wasteful (mis)appropriation of our limited psychic resources. Ideally, in a final analysis, it should be more easy for us to seize a more truthful rendering of this world as lived for we will instead, inevitably, be seized by such misrepresentations and seize up in this alternative vision of a world. A sense of world that must be this same world of life since we must all live together in order to live with others as we find ourselves both being and becoming ‘ourselves’ with-others, before-others. As there is little that we can do purely by ourselves, for ourselves, other than to breath for a short period of time, a few days at most, then we must attend to living our lives through others just as they must live their lives through us. That, whatever better promotes the harmonious means we need to adopt and adapt in order to ensure such survival, without a doubt, such would better facilitate our ongoing inter-subjective alignment that, in turn, must also better facilitate the realization of our own aspirations... as we continually negotiate with others as to how we, each one of us, will find their passage through this world… through the inescapable auspices of our living through this intimate semblance of the Other..!! (31)








       Noël Tointon, Sydney, 25.4.18.

Appendix A: White House Letter & Memo (‘Authored’ by The Honorable Devin Nunes)

Refer to the pdf for these two documents (as can be found on Internet).

Postscript: My Truth is Your Truth..?


We could simply argue that a stereotypical modernist assumes their ‘truth’ to be true, or more true, than someone else’s false vision of reality, whereas, in contrast, a strict postmodernist is happy that your vision of ‘truth’ is just as true, or false, as everyone else’s viewpoint. And never the twain shall meet. But, this simplistic landscape overlooks the transcendental dimension that underpins the constitution of non-transcendentally oriented experience… (32)

Recently I came across an essay by Lucianna O’Dwyer whose final comment in an essay titled The Relevance of Husserlian Phenomenology to Psychology I believe is quite apposite to a resolution of this conundrum
 as to how this divide should be philosophically transcended and resolved. Let me quote her final sentence:

What the phenomenological psychologist seems to need is, on one side, a thorough phenomenological analysis of how existence is grounded in the transcendental dimension; and on the other side, a phenomenological analysis of the implications, at an individual existential level, of the forgetfulness of one’s transcendental dimension on the part of the subject.
 (33)


There is this ‘forgetfulness’ that there is this transcendental dimension in our experience of this world as lived. From such forgetfulness we forget ‘we must live through others as others must live through us’. Just as there is no privileging of either subjects over objects, and v.v., and, no privileging of subjectivity over inter-subjectivity, and v.v., we must recognize this transcendental ‘ground’ that allows us, therein and thereafter, to discern those elements of our relationships through an analysis, synthesis and naming of those distinguished aspects of our relationships. ‘Aspects’ that are dialectically enmeshed one with the other before we can profitably discern which ‘ones’ and ‘others’ we might wish to focus on either individually and/or collectively.  By ‘transcendental’, among a series of transcendentally oriented equivalences,
 we can read ‘pro-relational’, that which privileges the constitution of our relationships in a world of relationships. Upon this metaphorical ‘ground’ identities, processes and values, therein and thereafter, can be discerned with varying degrees of sense, meaning and meaningfulness, etc. (34)


But, sadly, we are forgetful. Yet, in this apparent ‘privileging’ of the transcendental, we must de-privilege all post-relational discernments, all ideological inputs, all senses of self and others, etc. Hence the relevance of what I term the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. But, should we be privileging this transcendental dimension if we must invoke this transcendental suspension in order to critically appreciate the import of this aspect of experience? However, we must first accept, e.g., the transcendental unity of consciousness as it relates to our ‘later’ experience of these discerned aspects of non-transcendentally oriented experience, but, truly, both transcendentally and non-transcendentally oriented aspects need to be equally suspended in and through this same ongoing suspension. That only then through a suspension of this dialectical entwining of both dimensions, and a suspension of the same, and that suspension being suspended, and so on, can we then recover our being in this world with others, etc., in the light of its transcendental constitution of such non-transcendentally oriented experience. A phenomenological (hermeneutical and existential) appreciation of transcendentally constituted experience then allows us to recognize the inescapable dimension of this transcendental aspect as it constitutes lived experience. Then, our transcendental recognition of non-transcendentally oriented facets of this world as lived then returns to us an appreciation of how this pro-relational dimension enters into the formation of all experience and, thereby, gives us an escape from the tyranny of an otherwise ideologically driven world of forgetfulness. That we are not alone, can never be purely alone, even though the forgetfulness of others disseminates a world where we overlook our being with others even in our superficially constituted forgetfulness… Re-awakened, through transcendental reflection, through the exercise of this transcendental suspension, our world of relationships is then revealed to be the true source of all identity, all processes of enaction, and the expression of all forms of value, all forms of e/valuation… along with ‘our’ perception of all opportunities to oversee the further enrichment of our relationships as ‘we both must engage others and as they must engage us’! (35)


That, then, through such alignment, realized through the refined re-alignment of an alignment already in place, through a forgetting of transcendental forgetfulness, can we oversee a maturation of our relationships entered into through a resolution of difference; differences correctly perceived in a spirit of truthfulness… at the existential center of all our relationships… despite and in spite of the obscuration and dissimulation disseminated, either wittingly and/or unwittingly, by others..! (36)


Put as simply as possible, we are equally embodied in a world that is both ‘spiritual’ and ‘material’, and, forgetfulness is our overlooking one of these dimensions, usually the former. By ‘spiritual’ is meant ‘relational’ and ‘being pro-relational’, and, by ‘material’ is meant a ‘focusing on the subjects and objects as discerned within our relationships’. This forgotten difference is a bit like realizing that ‘the world in its totality has given me the opportunity to buy a cup of copy for only $3.50’ and the mistaken belief that ‘purely through my own actions I have the power to buy a cup of coffee for $3.50’. However, true non-forgetfulness is when we realize that these two dimensions of our being need to harmoniously work together like ‘a hand in a well-fitted glove, or, like ‘a key in a well-oiled lock’. With ‘two legs’ we can walk down the street
… as one person… without duplicity… the ‘spiritual shaking hands with the material’… in an existential awareness that more often than not, people forget that they have to live ‘together’ in this one World-of-Life..!! (37)















 
 Noël Tointon, Leura, 2.5.18.

Final Postscript: At the end of May 2018 Trump appears happy to have seen orchestrated another approach to discredit the special investigations of Robert Mueller III, namely, first, the invocation of a ‘spy’ monitoring his campaign for election in 2016, and, second, then invoking ‘spies’ in the plural… all totally without evidence that that was the intent enacted by the FBI; despite a number of members of this election committee now having well-documented, multiple associations with people having active Russian political connections. Such inflammatory conjectures have been dismissed as ‘ridiculous’ by the Republican ‘Tea Party’ Senator Trey Gowdy, Chair Person of the Oversight Committee. In spite of some Republican criticisms of Gowdy, his opinion was deemed ‘accurate’ by the House Speaker, Paul Ryan.





            N.K.T, 5.6.18.

Appendix D: A Brief Sketch of an Innovative Approach

To the Reversal of Indigenous Inequality in Australia

As a Template for the Possible Reversal of Non-Indigenous Inequality, and v.v.*
0.    Pre-Introduction


In this exploratory paper I will proffer a series of reflections as preparatory material for policy formation that, hopefully, could be used to address inequality in general, and, more particularly, but not specifically, this differential aspect as observed in the context of Australian Indigenous Life-Worlds. This differential deficit in the latter is known in Australia as ‘The Gap’.
 ‘Closing the Gap’ has been the preoccupation of numerous recent governments, both on Federal and State levels, and which, collectively, and overall, it could be argued, have had very little to show for their accumulative efforts; especially in the light of the quantum of resources given to its proposed amelioration and closing.
 In one recent set of policy directives (in the policy area of health) this was tentatively projected as occurring around 2030? However, the current rate of progress is such that this goal could not be realistically realized given those policies already in place as they stand! In the light of such past and current failures it is obvious that innovative approaches to this question need to be seriously re-explored; preferably by the chief stakeholders in these indigenous life-worlds in consultation with those policy professionals able to successfully expedite the formation of policy re-direction that is found to be better able to realize this important political imperative. (0)


Politically, this objective is viewed as an imperative in the court of world opinion, etc., given that this particular differential is seen as an indictment of the nation of Australia in this same regard. It is an ongoing scandal that such a large, demographically distinctive section of the Australian population is so far behind the standards set and expected by the Australian population as a whole that, as a consequence, there is a bi-partisan political consensus that this gap should be crossed and should be practically crossed as soon as practicable. No one expects this to be done immediately, but, all necessary efforts should be re-directed to achieving this same goal… both more efficiently and more effectively. (1)

*For the latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage5.html 


It is my intuition that in understanding how indigenous inequality might be able to be reversed that the same policy principles might also be able to be applied in the reversal of non-indigenous forms of inequality, and v.v? In this regard we can also observe that inequality in the life-world of women and in the life-worlds of those who perform relatively unpaid labour both intersect Indigenous and Non-Indigenous Life-Worlds, and, a better ‘economic’ appreciation of that intersection, etc., might also assist in an amelioration of inequality within and across this major divide in the ‘Overall Democratic Australian Political-Economic Life-World’. (2)


By the expression ‘economic’ is meant economic in both broad intentional and cultural senses’. This complex usage entails an array of intentionally-based economies as examined by myself elsewhere, namely, the economic fields of the intentional, representative, enactive, consequential, aspirational, semantic, obligational, etc., as well as contractual economies and non-contractual, compactual economies; non-monetized forms of labour; culturally understood forms of exchange; monetized or partially monetized forms of economic behaviour involving both labour and/or service
, and/or, non-labour and/or non-service, etc; and/or the conversion of resources, natural or otherwise, into forms of monetized and/or non-monetized forms of obligation, etc., etc. Most likely, indeed, inevitably, economic classifications as defined above will overlap with those categories as just listed.
 (3)


We could say that a distinctive life-world has a distinctive sense of an overall economy within its cultural configuration. Upon the general cultural configurations of the Overall Democratic Australian Political-Economic Life-World
 we can observe a plurality of life-worlds which in the context of this paper can be seen as being generally, but non-exclusively, divided between an overall indigenous life-world and a non-indigenous life-world. It is possible for members of the former to see themselves as belonging to or ‘passing’ within both life-worlds. Indeed, in this age of political-pluralism, it is possible for some members that are non-indigenous by ancestry, through communal affiliations, etc., to see themselves as ‘indigenous’, and v.v. However, such ‘claims’ in a politically organized indigenous life-world, under certain circumstances, might be disputed by those who accept stricter definitions as to what counts as ‘indigenous’. Furthermore, the overall indigenous life-world is not hegemonic given that its members can have divided tribal loyalties through family and marriage, and, many urban indigenous persons may have little, or, no local or non-local tribal affiliations, and, may or may not wish to be overtly identified as indigenous by birth.
 Moreover, any relatively general life-world will have a plurality of minor and major life-worlds centered on gender, age, ethnicity, education, socio-economic class, religion, political affiliations, sexual orientation, vocational occupation, types of leisurely activities enjoyed, etc., etc. In this regard, the non-indigenous life-world can also be regarded as relatively non-hegemonic although the majority of its membership will speak English as a first or second language. In contrast, an indigenous nation-based culture may speak a first or second language that is indigenous in origin. In Australia, according to Wikipedia, at the start of the 21st century fewer than 150 Aboriginal languages remain in daily use, and all except 13, which are still being transmitted to children, are highly endangered.
 (4)


With the advent of the settlement
 of Australia by non-indigenous cultures, predominantly Anglo-Celtic
 in complexion, the indigenous world has been persistently dominated by a much larger non-indigenous population. In this regard, it could be said, that the major political-economic discourse has mainly been set and framed by the political-economic developments within the non-indigenous life-world/s. Consequently, the cultural practices of the non-indigenous world have been treated, and are still being regarded, as if the sole, major political-economic discourse on the Australian landscape. Subsequently, the discourses of the indigenous world, in effect, have been rendered as a minor discourse if not as a set of very minor discourses; given a plurality of non-indigenous languages, etc. Indeed, the original inhabitants were even made to legally disappear through the imposition of a doctrine titled Terra Nullius. As a Latin Expression it means ‘nobody’s land’, and, is a principle sometimes used in international law to describe a territory that may be acquired by a state’s occupation of the same. As the indigenous aborigines were seen as nomadic, without practices of farming and building, etc., the land upon which they roamed was regarded, by this legal sleight of hand, as ‘vacant’. This doctrine only being overthrown in the Australian context by the High Court of Australia in the Mabo judgment delivered in 1992; although that decision still recognized the British assertion of sovereignty in 1788. Subjected to a considerable discursive power differential for over two hundred years, the indigenous life-world/s have been continually disenfranchised internally and externally dis-empowered. Witness the fact that aboriginal languages were not allowed to be spoken in schools (on par with the non-systematic banning of spoken Welsh in many schools in Wales until the late 19th century and the implementation of this unofficial policy with the use of a wooden stick called a Welsh Not or Welsh Note). Furthermore, we have had state policies sanctioning the removal of children from their families for a variety of reasons, and, who are now referred to as the ‘Stolen Generations’. All in all, such unrelenting social, religious, educative and political-economic pressures have insured that processes of acculturation have ensued along with the consequences of such sociological disvaluation, namely, diminution or loss of cultural identity and dignity, institutionalized poverty, dysfunctional family settings, and, shortened life-spans arising from a volatile mix of domestic violence, disease, diabetes, high rates of suicide, alcoholism and other miscellaneous forms of addictive behaviour from glue sniffing to ice dependency. But, to balance the books, in the midst of this persistent inequality and relentless forces of acculturation, many families and communities have striven successfully to look after their kith and kin, and, that these many ‘islands’ of social stability should be both recognized by policy professionals and better assisted in the realization of this objective that aspires to see the effective closure of this Gap. Although the contours of this ‘gap’ can be quantified through various key indicators; in a comparison to their counterparts in the non-indigenous life-worlds, still, what is not represented is the degree of additional suffering being directly engaged in lived experience continually resident behind this expression which might be more accurately denoted and connoted as a ‘rift’ or ‘chasm’. (5)


How might such inequality be reversed? Through much hard work
 by all parties concerned along with support from a raft of suitable policy measures that find forms of evidence-based assessment and their ongoing refinement through suitable policy re-assessment.
 In this mix, there is much room needed for both optimism and innovation! (6)

In this paper I am now going to introduce and briefly examine a number of concepts that could help us to oversee an innovative process of beneficial policy re-direction aimed at reducing forms of inequality in general. (7)

Next, I am going to explore the inequalities between the life-worlds of women and those who do relatively unpaid work as a way to explore a rectification of inequality in both indigenous and non-indigenous life-worlds given that these two worlds under such scrutiny intersect both indigenous and non-indigenous life-worlds. (8) 

Then, I am going to focus on how such insights might be more directly applied to the indigenous life-world/s, and, from there to the non-indigenous life-world/s, and v.v. (9)

To present a provisional conclusion I will then recapitulate a number of key points that might specifically assist, hypothetically, in dealing with both a reversal of inequality and the existential reconstruction of that same particular type of life-world as might be critically approached through this more innovative style of review. (10)


In the course of my Three Critiques of neo-liberalism I have consistently argued that increasing inequality is ‘progressively’ deconstructing our democratic life-worlds through the advent of disruptive forms of retrogressive populism, and, that this inequality induced by neo-liberalism et al needs to be both stopped and reversed either by non-chaotically oriented beneficial processes of change, and/or, both existentially deconstructed and re-constructed, more often than not, by chaotically oriented beneficial processes of change. That, in this regard, carefully re-designed and re-directed innovative policy formation has an important role to play! (11)

1.    A Philosophy Introducing Innovation as a Method for Minimizing Inequality


I have argued in my Third Critique that innovation has a distinctive phenomenology, namely, the taking of a conventional genre of behaviour or a series and/or set/s of conventional genres of behaviour and tweaking a few sequential steps in the course of their application in order to arrive at the re-direction of policy, through this transformation of genre, better able to ensure enhanced and/or augmented beneficial outcomes within a widow of opportunity before unintended consequences diminish and reverse the positivity of such transitions or transformations in that political-economy. Let me explore what is meant by this complex definition by examining its relatively simple components. (12)


To commence a possible quest for innovation we must first focus on what is either problematic or realized as problematic through it problematization. This gives us an intentional objective, as our topic, that can then be possibly resolved through either adopting and adapting relevant and proven conventional genres of behaviour and/or through the beneficial micro-re-modeling of the same. (13)


If we find that the mere reapplication of conventionally associated genres does not suitably realize our objective then from either past experience, random and/or non-random real-time intervention/s and/or speculative processes of simulated re-directed application we explore how sequences in closely associated genre/s might be tweaked, i.e., re-directed, in order to realize a more beneficial form of resolution of the aspirational objective/s being sought for within this topic in question.
 Eventually, interventions are envisaged that either positively redirect and/or re-direct outcomes in such a manner so as to arrive at beneficial forms of either non-chaotically oriented, incrementally instituted augmentation through such redirection and/or chaotically oriented, incrementally arrived at forms of enhancement realized through such re-direction. (14)


An iterated pattern of behaviour observed as relatively beneficial becomes a recipe, through habit, for future behaviour, and, therein and thereafter, acts as a genre for establishing, realizing and resolving the thematic nature of our topic. (15)


But, the instantiation of this technique for this relative degree of successfulness can then be regarded as memetic (in its acting like the dissemination of a meme). However, all intentionally directed forms of behaviour eventually realize unintended consequences. Before this occurs, we have a so-called window of opportunity. Once that point is reached innovation must re-occur in order to bypass that effective point of operation now rendered, to some degree or other, as relatively inoperative. (16)


In the pursuit of conventional and/or innovative forms of behaviour our intentions can be classified as either realized as intended, mis-intended (through the defective application of genre/s), unintended and/or non-intended (when accidents of fate intervene to disrupt the effect of conventional and/or innovative patterns of behaviour). E.g., respectively, we twice successfully sliced a full loaf of bread with a sharp knife in order to get two pieces of sliced bread to toast; we find the bread is not properly sliced because our knife is not sharp enough and the two pieces of toast are either two thick and/or two thin and/or imperfectly shaped because after years of slicing bread we find the one and only sharp knife we have is now far too blunt to suitably slice any loaf of bread; and, although we sliced the bread to toast we inadvertently left it in front of an open window through which two large birds flew in and then left through that same window with these same two slices of bread. Hence this classification of the execution of our intentions as intended, mis-intended, unintended and not-intended. (17)


Unintended consequences might not be met if that current window of opportunity has not closed. E.g., new anti-biotics are now expected to be useful for a specific patient if appropriate and resistance to that anti-biotic has not yet materialized. (18)


Conventionally, bread was sliced or broken. As an innovation it was sliced in the bakery (rather than in a shop that retails the same). But this innovation demanded the innovation of having that bread also wrapped (and thence the packaging could be branded; used as medium to having its contents and/or ingredients labeled, etc.). (19)


Sequences in a genre of behaviour are the instructions for the execution of that type of behaviour. Without thinking too much, e.g., we can make a quick of cup of tea; assuming what is required is to hand. However, if you were very tired and called upon to make a cup of tea note the number of the many steps required to realize this simple objective. E.g., go to the electric kettle and make sure it is filled with water, plugged in, and, now, switched on. Now, go the cupboard to choose the right tea or tea-bag. Then, go to the same cupboard or another cupboard to get a cup and saucer, or, a mug, in order to drink that tea, etc., and so on. As you can see the simple making of a cup of tea must involve a complex set of sequences. As noted elsewhere, three general types of sequential mistakes can be noted. Namely, steps taken out of sequence. i.e., mis-sequencing; correctly sequenced steps incorrectly performed, i.e., dis-sequencing; and, steps in different genres being confused with one another, i.e., contra-sequencing. E.g., respectively, pouring hot water or tea into a saucer having forgotten to put the cup on that saucer first; pouring the tea from the teapot without letting it draw first; and, putting the tea-bag into the toaster inadvertently while you were making both the tea and toast at the same time. (20)


As noted, a need for innovation arises when recurrent problems do not seem to be suitable addressed and redressed through the conventional application of genres already in place and/or current problems are found through a problematization of what previously may not have been found to have been problematic and also do not seem to be suitable addressed and redressed through the conventional application of genres already in place. Innovation is also invoked when patterns of behaviour are rendered both more effective and/or efficient in the realization of their instantiation usually in conjunction with the presence of price signals, or some such equivalent, that rewards those who participate in the delivery and dissemination of those improved outcomes. (21)


Economic activity can be viewed as that spilling over from intentional behaviour beyond mere intentional terms of reference. Intentions are formed and discharged through resolution and prioritization. Therefore, a deeper understanding and appreciation of the economic looks at this interface between the relatively intentional and the relatively non-intentional. E.g., I give an apple to a friend of mine. ‘Gifting; is intentionally directed behaviour, but, the apple per se is not intentionally formed in a direct sense since its growth need not involve direct human intervention. Therefore, a deeper appreciation of the economic should entertain this distinction as well as all higher order intentional involvement that takes into account apparently intended consequences, associated subjective-intersubjective phenomena such as obligations, interpretations, perceptions, memories, invoked allusions, aesthetic pretensions, etc., etc. Hence a need to observe the transition and/or transformation of objects, states, etc., as well as noting how they are apparently approached, either subjectively and/or inter-subjectively, through apparent adoption and adaptation of genres along with all the critiques that were made or could be made of all such associations. So, in the light of the prior example, we can note the transition of an apple in the being given to its recipient, and the transition of that same apple should it be eaten by its recipient, etc. Such transitions and transformations being able to be interpreted when such observed processes are regarded as being both intentionally formed and found to be informed by an apparent genre, and/or series and/or set/s of genres the net result of which is assumed to be richer than the mere summation of such processes of transition and transformation. Such an e/valuation is arrived at through a process of e/valuation that can infer an enrichment of understanding beyond the mere e/valuation of the transitions and/or transformations of the object/s or state/s in question. So, e.g., the eating of the apple is assumed to have been an enriching experience for the eater given that they eat the entire apple and that that person expressed their pleasure in having eaten it, etc. (22)


In the light of this understanding, and making some additional assumptions, we can assume a certain economy has an existence for-us when a reasonable degree of an overall engaged alignment is experienced between a certain set of objects and/or states treated in phenomenal-phenomenological terms of reference and in which we observe within a certain type of social setting certain transitions and/or transformations, and, this is done in the hermeneutical context of both an apparently suitable genre or conjunction of genres along with their associated sense/s of con-text/s, and, there emerges a degree of valuation beyond the values of the individual inputs assessed as a non-integrated aggregate. An ‘alignment’ is important here since without these aspects mutually reinforcing each other we would experience a shattered life of continual anomalies, whereas, in lived reality, anomalies are never central to our psychic sense of being however disconcerting their experience. Moreover, we find our ability to resolve the anomalous deepens our awareness and understanding of the world around us. So, through such resolution, we soon know, e.g., that the ‘bent’ stick half-dipped into water is still ‘straight’; or, the moon only looks bigger on the horizon; or, that you cannot walk down both sides of a street at the same time, but, you can walk up one side and then return back down the other side; or, that eye-witness testimony can be notoriously inaccurate and becomes more inexact to recall with time; or, that it was you, yourself, who put your keys down somewhere, but, that for the moment, you cannot remember where even though it was yourself who put them down; or, you turned the water tap on even though you also know that the water supply is temporarily cut off while the waterboard do repairs to the watermains in the street; or, in a new city thick with pollution, at midday, you find yourself lost and unable to determine which way is North and which way is East, even though you are not absolutely lost given that you know in which city you are lost in if you already knew the name of that city before, therein, you got lost,  etc., etc. We experience many anomalies on the fringes of our experience of self in is passage through this world as lived. On the other hand, anomalies more central to our psychic sense of being may well indicate a serious level of cognitive dysfunction if not a psychosis in some form. (23)


We appreciate an ‘economic world’ because we can appreciate an overall ‘world of economies’. Indeed, these economies collectively present our vision of this world as lived. This subjective vision is also inter-subjectively oriented given the inter-subjectivity of language/s and all genres (of which our first language, etc., is but one complex genre central to our intentional engagement with others in these shared economies along with our ability to reflect upon the same, and, through comparative contrast, engage all things found there-for-us in these same, similar or different economies, etc.). It could also be argued that our very ability to engage means that no economy could ever be totally incommensurate both to-us and for-us given that engagement is economic through some form of direct and/or indirect intentionally directed interaction therein; regardless of whether such ‘interaction’ is non-virtual and/or virtual in orientation. In other words, what is comprehended is ‘economic’ through the conjunction of these special senses of being both intentional and cultural as they collectively constitute the nature of our economic engagement in lived experience. Moreover, much of this subjectively oriented experience must also be inter-subjectively oriented given both our subjective and inter-subjective alignment/s with these apparent objects and states, transitions and transformations, con-texts, inter-subjective genres, shared forms of e/valuation, the voicing of private ambitions and public aspirations, etc. (24)


With this ad hoc taxonomy
 of economic experience to hand we are now in a position to better appreciate deeper levels of economic activity beyond the purely financial or, for that matter, the purely perceptual; given that our appreciation of genres, e.g., is not just linguistically based but also based in an evaluative stance where the apparent significance of that economy is also appreciated. Hence our ability to appreciate an evaluation of value, in a process of e/valuational formation, as it co-arises with economic activity. Now, let me apply these insights to the imputed economic activity of an archetypal indigenous life-world; albeit in hypothetical terms of reference. (25)


Before the settlement of non-indigenous peoples, it is safe to say that economic activity did not include a financial form of exchange in a form that we would have today (just as the current complexities of the financial system have evolved for us). On the other hand, it would be totally wrong to say that no economic activity, along with its processes of exchange, ever occurred (on the grounds that such exchanges were not formally monetized and merely dismissed as some form of incidental bartering, etc.). Various intentionally directed transitions and transformations would have been observed.
 Such observations, for an outsider to that culture, would have been a ‘work in progress’ as they tried to make sense of such visible forms of textual deposition. It has been noted, e.g., that, often, more stone tools were made at any one time than were actually ever needed in such stone aged cultures. That, obviously, an economic surplus was admired, and, that a proliferation of economic behaviour was being entered into within this specific economy, and, the workers in that economy more than likely enjoyed the making of such stone implements be they used as scrapers, adzes, borers, spears, clubs or maces, etc. (26)


These ideas of economic activity, surpluses, different modes of exchange, etc., allow me to segue into a concept I would like to call a cultural transform and its associated creation of a supplementary and/or complementary
 economy engaged in a pattern of co-economic expansion (and sometimes memetic colonization). One must assume it is natural for a culture to take pride in the excellence of its cultural production especially in those artefacts that are well made if not also found to be innovative and aesthetically pleasing. Indeed, on such production we might find the placement of a cultural premium being put on such objects (e.g., a stone axe) and states (e.g., rituals). This cultural premium would also most likely be observed in a system of status formation and recognition. Such a premise (when uncontested and more or less accepted) is trans-cultural and it is often the case that objects of status, once appropriated by people with a greater status in a certain culture, then, later, may become re-appropriated as items of status to be admired in some other culture. Now, I would like to argue that this focusing on such items of status, within its culture of origination, is able to initiate and propel a form of co-economic expansion. E.g., stone axes, ostensively, would have been made to have been used (even if proliferation of production meant not all would have been used, at least on a regular basis), but, if a very beautiful stone axe is made the participants in that culture might be more reluctant to use it, and, instead, treat it as a cultural item of status. Now no longer seen as a mere implement it takes on the veneer of an item of status along with its creation of a form of co-economic expansion. Let me parallel this phenomenon in our own democratic life-worlds modeled on the Westminster system. A ceremonial mace is used in the opening of a parliamentary session. Once, in Mediaeval times, a mace was used as a club by one combatant in a conflict to hit an opposing combatant over the head or body with the intention of seriously wounding them, if not killing them, and, thereby, allow the first combatant to exert their will over the loosing combatant (who acted either as a representative of themselves, alone, or, more often, some military organization representing some form of political institution). But, now, this ceremonial mace is not even contemplated as an item to be used in that form of combat. It is a beautiful item made in expensive materials, carried by a special person, stored and looked after by someone in a special place reserved for it keeping and upkeep. The institutionalization of its status has created a parallel form of co-economic expansion. It would have been most likely that people who made military grade maces could have made ceremonial grade maces, and v.v. Hence this idea of ‘co-economic’ expansion. However, in military terms, we no long put our trust in people wielding maces to maintain our comparative military strength. Mace making has died out except in its memetic innovation that involves ceremonial mace making. Still, this innovation, maintains a form of economic ‘expansion’ given that these objects now need to be made, wielded, stored, etc., even if such activity is no longer co-economically conducted in parallel with its once more conventional counterpart. (27)


Cultural transforms are in every culture, and, can be found expressed in many forms everywhere within those cultures. Moreover, such items and states invite forms of co-economic expansion that enrich those cultures in all senses of this expression ‘enrichment’. It gives some people a livelihood within that culture, and, it can give all participants in that culture a sense of cultural identity and integrity. Such objects, as cultural transforms, can also often create forms of co-economic expansion in other cultures as those cultures appropriate such items in exhibitions, in the musings of scholars, for purposes of trade, creative emulation, in the formation of collections; be they private or institutional, etc. Hence the memetic properties of some of these objects and states when they find extensive admiration in other cultures, etc. (28)


Recently, I read of a certain indigenous person who made it a mission of theirs to retrieve certain cultural items acquired by a certain British museum in the nineteenth century. Part of that collection entailed four spears. Now, these items were made to be used, be that non-ceremonially and/or ceremonially, but, in being seen as representative art of that culture these spears have now taken on an importance much greater than that originally invested in their manufacture. This person, as a representative of their culture, would like to see these authentically representative items of their culture returned to the safe-keeping of their culture. These desired objects have taken on a cultural transformation beyond that originally intended. In such a context it would be more correct to say those spears have more significance for that culture than that institution of the museum per se. Moreover, most museums are like icebergs with the objects on exhibition being only a fraction of what is actually stored. Given such pressures it might be expedient for such curatorial institutions to enter into various forms of agreement to either share or lend, if not restore, such cultural property to their original owners should they or their valid proxies exist in this regard. Moreover, the same process could also be entertained in reverse where significant cultural properties, in turn, could be shared, lent or given to such curatorial institutions in the spirit of an openness to other cultures and the creation of mutual forms of understanding. (29)


On this topic of cultural transforms, as expressions of a certain culture, in the Australian indigenous context, forms of co-economic expansion could be instituted and maintained through the instituted formation of repositories for such significant cultural artefacts. The psychic benefit of such an institution for such indigenous nations must be greater than the financial outlays initiated by Federal or State initiatives, or, income returned to such nations, or, from royalties associated with such territories should they exist. Such repositories could also be cultural guardians of human remains found associated with that region. The exhibition or non-exhibition, the access or non-access permitted for such inventoried items by either cultural residents and/or non-residents being decided by those representatives of that institution and whose deliberations, etc., can also be regarded as an existentially constructive form of economic expansion (regardless of whether a certain degree of labour invested in the running of this type of institution is in either a monetized or a non-monetized form). In the light of this more formal recognition of significant cultural transforms we can also segue to the following points, namely that political recognition of aboriginal nations needs to be formalized, and, non-monetized forms of economic activity also need to be better recognized and promoted alongside an expansion of monetized forms of economic activity and exchange. Let me explain what is intended under these two heading. (30)


The idea of indigenous ‘nations’ is not a new concept. A.W.Howitt refers to such political organizations in his book The Native Tribes of South-East Australia, first published in 1904; and reprinted in 1996 by Aboriginal Reprints, Canberra. There he describes in detail the different ways these ‘nations’ ran their own affairs. Now, if it is granted that suitable forms of recognition be afforded significant cultural transforms, and, that such institutions help to integrate and better express forms of cultural identity, then, why not take a further step and recognize these significant cultural institutions as having an equally valid place, if not a more important placement, on the political landscape? (31)


Various political discussions have been recently raised on this and allied types of topic from inclusion of ‘the indigenous Australians as the first inhabitants of this continent’, as an overdue amendment to the Australian Constitution, to treaties and other forms of political recognition (in my opinion also long overdue). A process of evolving recognition, supported by Australians in general, that entails the observation of two important principles or, rather meta-principles, namely, that the range or jurisdiction of any principle can never be absolute, and, that no principle should be treated in an absolute mode. The ‘nation’ of Australia and indigenous ‘nations’ need ever argue for absolute forms of political preference just as Australia has to politically interact with all States and Territories, and v.v., and, the former have to deal with Local Governments, and v.v. Similarly, Australia has to participate in the evolving area of international laws through a suitable observance of our treaties made with other countries, etc. Moreover, just as ethical principles need to be scoped, in harmony with the zeitgeist of current opinion as to how such principles should be scoped, so too any conventional observances should also be qualified, when and where necessary, given an eternal overlap of both competing principles and jurisdictions. A case in point: is the conundrum of Uluru and tourists wishing to climb this iconic part of the Australian landscape. The traditional rulers have ruled it as disrespectful to climb this sacred rock. But this landform has been climbed on a regular basis, and, some people, like myself, almost feel it to be a religious duty to climb iconic landmarks and directly experience the uniqueness of their sublime and numinous essence. Should one party be allowed to completely overrule another party with a different point of view in this type of matter. Obviously, if not strictly adhered to, some forms of compromise would need to be beneficially entered into by all relevant parties. Perhaps certain days could be put aside for respectfully organized climbing and/or certain payments made as a form of respectful restitution (as is already happening)? Similarly, circumambulation of this sacred rock could also be better instituted (given that in hot weather this type of religious progress could be equally dangerous). Anyhow, I raise this issue as indicating an approach where compromise by all parties will need to be observed in order to establish the harmonious functioning of all such inter-dependent political institutions. 

All too often the principle ‘that we can serve only one master (or mistress)’ is observed much more through its breach when we have to negotiate all the differences in power relations, albeit in a generally harmonize form, that constitute the political nature of our world as lived. Such negotiation in its core is usually non-problematic since much is already conventionally worked out for us and only peripheral aspects invite re-negotiation from time to time. In this continual process of re-negotiation political timely innovations will need to be made in order to more harmonious expedite such rules for how we are to live together. Without a doubt, upon careful reflection, such qualified forms of political recognition would better serve both indigenous Australians and non-indigenous Australians alike. (32)


A superficial observation, that is easy to make, is that indigenous Australians have less opportunities of finding suitable forms of employment in a more formal economic setting. I suspect that this type of trend is already present and becoming more prominent for non-Indigenous Australians as well given that the nature of work is rapidly evolving and many recent forms of traditional vocation are also going to fall by the wayside as much as blacksmiths and farriers did with the advent of the motorcar. However, although new technologies do present new opportunities for employment, as we are forever so optimistically told, I must wonder how the transformational-transition to a world of integrated informational possibilities will be able to second unskilled labour amongst its ranks or have labour sufficiently reskilled to work in that type of field (given institutional resistance to a more efficient ‘meeting and matching’ of education with vocation, a general lack of political will to seriously confront the issues that we can already foresee will arise with such a metaphorical ‘roadblock’, the prohibitive cost of education when generally presented in a privatized format, and knowing that all such discontinuities have considerable degrees of anxiety, if not suffering, both for its so-called ‘winners and losers’ etc.). However, I said this was a superficial observation. In a recent article in The Monthly
 I read that it was noted that if Gross National Product (GNP) was calculated in such a manner so as to included unpaid or underpaid forms of labour, then our estimation of a more realistic appreciation of GNP would practically double in size.
 This article stated that “an Australian Bureau of Statistics study in 2014 revealed that unpaid work in Australia was worth $434 billion, equivalent to 43.5 per cent of GDP.
 Obviously, the economic contribution of this sector is considerable, and, I am sure, it also makes a sizable contribution to the overall economic life of indigenous life-worlds as well. An economic dimension of indigenous life-worlds as much overlooked as in non-indigenous life-worlds. With these insights, that much of our economic life is not just lived in a financial world of price signals, then it behooves us to seriously ask how inequality in this type of sector should also be taken into account in this general quest for a reversal of inequality in whatever form it might be found to manifest itself. This article also adds that much of this unpaid (and underpaid) labour is done by women (and, likewise, women in non-indigenous life-worlds, generally, also do not meet full wage equality);
 and, that through a variety of causes, but especially centered around the raising of a family, they also meet inequity in the form of the level of superannuation they finally achieve on retirement.
 As this article pointedly notes, that what is not counted, unfortunately, does not ‘count’, indeed, is often dismissed as “of little or no importance”.
 Obviously, in a deeper appreciation of economic inequality we must take a much broader view!  (33)

2.    Examining and Minimizing Inequality for Both Women and Un(der)paid 

      Workers


If questions of equality are going to be equitably addressed, in both indigenous and non-indigenous life-worlds, then considerations of gender inequality and un(der)paid work have to be seriously recognized and considerably redressed; especially in light of the fact that much un(der)paid work is done by woman. In this same equation, seemingly in parallel with asymmetrical power relations both between individuals and between groups, younger people are also often treated inequitably as well as those in older demographics, people with non-mainstream ethnicities and people with disabilities… and the list goes on. (34)


In this article just cited another important point is noted – “What we measure affects what we do, and better measurement will lead to better decisions.”
 However, we can only measure what is already recognized. Obviously, in a deeper appreciation of economic activity we need to recognize the entirety of that economic activity. Only in this broad perspective can issues of social equality be better understood and where extreme forms of inequity will hopefully find suitable forms of amelioration and eventual rectification. How should we approach this type of broad general economic exploration? By attempting to recognize what could be measured given an openness to all forms of exchange that take place in a particular life-world as they are found to occur in that life-world and in what manner that life-world relatively intersects or does not intersect with all other implicated life-worlds in the particularity of an overall life-world that better represents that community placed under such scrutiny. Tentatively, I would like to suggest the following provisional list of trans-intentional economies as a good place to start in this respect.
 On this list, going beyond a formal economic position, we could note the role/s played by contractual economies and non-contractual, compactual economies; non-monetized forms of labour; culturally understood forms of exchange; monetized or partially monetized forms of economic behaviour involving both labour and/or service
, and/or, non-labour and/or non-service, etc; and/or the conversion of resources, natural or otherwise, into forms of monetized and/or non-monetized forms of obligation, etc., recognizing that this list is open, overlapping, with various degree of flexibility, certain distinctive forms of durations, different kinds of iterability, and, from time to time, the admission of new forms of innovation, etc. Let me now illustrate this list with some examples (without emphasizing either any indigenous or non-indigenous type of context?). (35)


Under a contractual heading we could include most forms of paid work, i.e., full-time, part-time, a so-called gig-economy, casual labour, piece-work assignments, etc. (36)

Under the heading of compactual we would expect to find most forms of unpaid work such as, e.g., caring for sick relatives or friends, raising a family, doing volunteer work, etc. A larger percentage of the work done in this category is done by women. (37)


Non-monetized forms of labour could include, e.g., an artist painting a picture for a friend, say, as a birthday gift, or, just given as a sign of their friendship, etc. (38)

Culturally understood forms of exchange could include a priest blessing their congregation, or, an indigenous elder conducting an initiation ceremony, etc. (39)


Under this next complex set of headings we note the inclusion of mix of formal or informal economic arrangements that include monetized or partially monetized forms of economic behaviour involving both labour and/or service
, and/or, non-labour and/or non-service, etc; Respectively, e.g., being paid to work in someone’s garden or mow their lawn; receiving a pension as a carer; receiving dividends from shares; being paid as a fire-person on duty waiting for a call-out that may not happen on their shift; etc. (40)


Under this relatively wide heading of the conversion of resources, natural or otherwise, into forms of monetized and/or non-monetized forms of obligation we could include farmer and miners; people swapping produce from their gardens; the gifting of surplus food, flowers, wood, etc., on the understanding that people only take what they both need and can use and when they could would do likewise by gifting what they might have in the way of surplus produce, bought food, etc. (41)


What has been sketched above is only a brief map of the different kinds of economic activity that could occur in any hamlet, community, town or city. Some of these categories will overlap. However, a more interesting approach must be in observing how these categories interact on deeper levels of scrutiny.
 (42)


Within the ad hoc scheme as sketched above let me now investigate the economic world of women and the world of un(der)paid work which to a considerable extent can be found to overlap. (43)

Even if the gender pay gap in Australia, e.g., were to be effectively closed, as has occurred in a few economic sectors, women could still fall behind in terms of equity through instances of continuing male-dominated prejudice, or, should they decide to raise a family, or, in the advent being called upon to look after another family member, a relative or friend; a lot that usually falls to the ministrations of women. (44)


So, assuming this gender pay gap, as a particular type of gender-based inequity, is overcome then how might we deal with these other two important issues, namely, the costs incurred in either raising a family and/or acting as a carer; be that full-time or part-time, and, be that over a shorter or longer period in time? (45)


On one hand, as citizens in a nation, we have all benefited from the delivery of such compactually-oriented behaviour. Our parents or their proxies have raised us when we are well and will have also cared for us when we have been unwell. Perhaps, now, as we have become progressively more wealthy as a nation it is time to both recognize and recompense such labours of love.
 We may never fully remunerate such hitherto unpaid work, but, in pursuit of a level playing field in these concerted matters of reversing inequality and restoring some degree of balance in terms of equity perhaps such an issue needs to be better recognized both in passive terms, in an insightful understanding that is positively translated into the political formation of policy, and in active terms, in the form of the suitable delivery of financial compensation. Addressing this latter point let us explore what might be entailed in this respect? (46)


All too often, a certain number of set political prejudices are invoked in the face of an impending shift in political direction. Progressive policies are promoted by ‘liberals’ on one hand, and, demoted by ‘conservatives’ on the other. In the ideality of a bi-partisan political world a central consensus would eventually develop that would either re-direct the state rapidly in a certain direction in the face of a crisis or more cautiously move it in a direction that common sense would prudently dictate. However, in a politics divided by a lack of a reasonable consensus, driven to some considerable extent through donors and the extremist selectivity of their donations, as argued in my Third Critique, reasonable people, as a communal body, are going to have form a consensus that inequality must be comprehensively addressed and redressed. So, in the light of this need for communal consensus forming let me sketch a few observations that might incite and spur such a shift in public thinking. (47)


On one hand, such labours of love should be better recognized, and, that the performance of such selfless duties will have consequences, as they currently stand, of accentuating a wide range of ensuing inequities. In a pursuit of general social equitableness such recognitions need to be suitably compensated. In this regard we are not so much paying for unpaid labour, but, paying such workers in order to create a more equitable society. So, with this shift in orientation let me make these following observations as points for both initiating and concluding this type of debate. Raising a family should be both recognized and compensated, but, this is already occurring but obviously in a manner and to an extent that does not effectively and efficiently address questions of long term equity, say, as represented by the levels of superannuation of women versus men on their retirement. In this regard, therefore, in the Australian context, superannuation increments need to be added when the woman raising a family is not in work. Moreover, this arrangement should be gender blind to the extent that it might be a task better suited for the husband or male partner or some other partner to pursue especially if the woman is more career oriented or has a better paying job, or, the other party prefers to be the primary child carer. Questions of expense can be approached by noting that payments of various forms are already in place and that the real debate that needs to be undergone is serious reconsiderations of both quanta of income and modes of delivery that would ensure, effectively and efficiently, a more equitable landscape both over the short-term and over the long-term. I would propose that the intending carer should nominate a series of duties that would be entailed in the course of such care. The state could then nominate a number of reasonable requirements, such as e.g., regular health checks of all parties concerned; that immunological histories were kept up to date; the keeping of certain key records, such as noting the cost of accommodation be that mortgage payments, rental costs, etc., along with the total cost of groceries bought, etc. Necessary receipts could be filed online. In the light of the above a certain income would be assured, say, the average or minimum living-wage over a certain stated time frame. Superannuation would be deposited in the requisite account or accounts (given that this task of family raising could also be shared, or, perhaps, delegated to a third party?)? That, in essence, this format could also be applied to a person, as a carer, who is caring for a person considered formally to be ‘in care’. Moreover, such a format, as a template, could be further extended to those who are unable to get part-time employment or full employment through either the presence of a disability or vocational inability to find suitable employment close to their residence or the unavailability of part-time or full-time employment in that per son’s region. Rather than the demeaning and ridiculous efforts to get unemployment benefit holders to have to endlessly apply for a certain number of jobs per time unit, that just do not exist, it would be much better to have such recipients just nominate what they would like to contribute to the community without, one should add, it also impinging on those who do have full-time or part-time work. Such recipients could nominate, e.g., further education, looking after someone in need of care or substituting for carers who need some necessary degree of relief in their process of care should that normally be for them over the full day, every day, e.g. By such means, through such nominations, much unpaid work might also find both a better degree of recognition and some suitable degree of compensation through the dispensation of such ‘living allowances’, etc. (48)


However, the roadblock of ever recurring regurgitation of political prejudice is disseminated, advertently or inadvertently, by all manner of political commentators. E.g., ever presenting the myth that unpaid work is of little importance in society and that such ‘workers’ are a cost and burden on taxpayers. The inference being that they should get paid work or not be dependent upon government handouts be such benefits given to carers, the unemployed or under-employed, etc. To cite again from this article discussing the New Zealand politician and feminist, Marilyn Waring:

In neoliberal societies, we turn more and more to for-profit care services. Paid care workers still suffer from our continued expectations that care, having once been done for “free,” should still be done for love rather than money. In an industry where corporate shareholders were raking in $1 billion in profits, female child-care workers – the feminization of care has not changed – are paid less than $20 an hour for this skilled and important work. That is half the national average hourly rate. They earn less than cleaners per hour. The recent national strike by child-care workers showed just how explosive this issue can be. In aged care facilities, it is the same story of exploitation.


The invisibility and devaluing of unpaid work and care that Waring draws attention to has acquired a new edge. Carers outside the workforce are increasingly seen as the equivalent of welfare bludgers. In 2016, the then social service minister, Christian Porter, complained that young carers of parents with a disability or mental illness would cost taxpayers $500,000 if they remained “on welfare’ for the next 45 years. The assumption was that they were really doing nothing. Yet if they didn’t do this care work, in many instances the government would have to provide a much more expensive institutional or nursing-home place.
 (49)


In the light of the above, and my suggestion of this general remedy, the overall life-world of women should find a better degree of equity vis-à-vis the overall life-world of men. Moreover, this gender-blind approach would also help rectify an inequity any male would experience if they, too, were to do such traditionally unpaid forms of labour.  Obviously, such an approach should also be ethnically blind, blind to those who have disabilities, and, at last, be a viable tool for rectifying, in part, the otherwise self-perpetuating inequity in indigenous life-worlds where a considerable degree of labour is unpaid whilst remaining unrecognized, unappreciated and barely compensated for in a more equitable manner over both the short-term and the long-term. However, however useful this template might be found to be, it is also true to say that indigenous life-worlds, like all life-worlds, have a different and unique range of problems and obstacles to overcome. Let me now focus on this area of inequality. (50)

3.    Minimizing Inequality in Indigenous Life-worlds and, thence, in Non-

     Indigenous Life-Worlds


Past and current policy settings have failed to successfully reverse and close this gap, in a reasonable time frame, between indigenous life-world and non-indigenous life-worlds. Here, there is an obvious need for serious forms of innovation to both address and redress this important political issue! Therefore, let me creatively invoke the spirit of innovation and explore the following suggestions. (51)


My brief explorations earlier of what constitutes a deep economic field is that, among a number of things, we need to look past just paid employment in order to appreciate the general economy of any life-world in its entirety; be that indigenous or non-indigenous in orientation. Then, under closer scrutiny, we can hone in on more particular terms of reference and, therein and thereafter, seek to determine a possible re-specification of policy detail in order to reverse such inequality, more effectively and efficiently, from the ground-up so to speak. Such an approach needs to take into full account the aspirations of those stakeholders in question. Once such input is obtained how then might we commence this process of policy re-direction? (52)


The elements, or content, of a deep economic field, beyond intentional forms of treatment, were noted as occurring between subjects, etc., and object, etc. In closer scrutiny, therefore, such elements should be noted and representatively delineated. Moreover, such interactive elements, observed through transitions and transformations, are then co-explored and co-scrutinized through relevant phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential lenses as well as being co-explored and co-scrutinized through the tripolar lens of the political-economy
 centered on policy re-formation.
 (53)


Given the initial primacy of a committed regard for the aspirations of the stakeholders in question, we should seek to help to thematize such objectives and intermediate on how such imperatives might best be prioritized and collectively harmonized in a revision of such policy settings, etc. To this end various hierarchies of need could be noted and inputs duly registered as to how such aspirations might be better realized. Then, of course, such aspirational imperatives need to be prioritized and resolved within a policy framework that is both practical and practicable. Such a hierarchy of needs might note a hierarchical set of issues found to have various degrees of urgency for such communities involved in the registration of such stakeholder input. Let me propose, in this regard, just what type of headings that that type of list might entail:

a. Health, including preventative medicine, exercise, diet, medical care, mental health services, etc.

b. Property and housing

c. Employment, both paid and unpaid

d. Food and Water in term of access, quantity and quality

e. Education 

f. Cultural matters

g. Questions of local political organization, representation, etc.

h. Communications and social media

i. Legal and financial considerations

j. Consumerist concerns

k. Transport

l. Other concerns (54)

a.
The full range of health issues that concern a specific locality should be taken into account. Given that people in a community will care for members of that community then why not nominate a number of them as official carers – give them a basic training and the knowledge to recognize what might need to be urgently taken care of outside their communities; if facilities in that community are not appropriate, etc., and the means to orchestrate such referrals, etc. Preventative health care should also be a priority. Under the heading of mental health care, the treatment of addictions, a fact of modern life that cuts across all life-worlds, would also need to have community-based policy-platforms in order to collectively deal with such issues. (55)

b.
 In the indigenous world, property and housing have been and remain a series of vexed issues that have not been adequately resolved. In non-indigenous families the transmission of family-based wealth is primarily through property, usually the primary residence of that family. A similar mechanism needs to be adopted and adapted in indigenous communities. They should have title to their property, and, if their traditional land is available to them, then, they need to be able to manage the same in whatever manner the community argues is best both for that community and for the best ecological care of that land that they find available for their individual and/or communal utilization. An imperative that is not always observed in the non-indigenous management of land-care given the excessive degree we have seen in recent land clearance in both New South Wales and Queensland and being obviously overlooked in an intentionally weakened regulatory environment
 where we need to find a better balance, in such husbandry, between individual or corporate interests and communal and national interests. (56)


There is a subtle difference between ‘house’ and ‘home’. Imposing housing on an indigenous community, often at great governmental expense, and sometimes with elements of corruption on the part of its non-indigenous implementation, is often just as much a scandal as the poor quality of housing many indigenous peoples find themselves ‘inheriting’. How might this issue be better approached? As I noted there is a difference between ‘house’ and ‘home’. The non-indigenous world does not expect a one-sized type of house, say, two bedrooms, a living area and kitchen, to equally fit all intending home-owners. Fortunately, if found affordable, they usually have access to a wide range of housing that might suit both their purse and lifestyle. We should ask what type of housing would be preferred by such stakeholders? People from different cultural backgrounds have different aspirational horizons in this regard. I would like to suggest the mass production of modules, as rooms, that can be fitted together in a variety of ways that might better suit the individual and communal aspirations of those stakeholders. Indigenous communities have different ways of seeing this topic. On occasions they might prefer to house themselves as an extended family and the linking of a number of modules might be more preferred rather than housing catering to the nuclear non-indigenous type of family structure. Or, they might like to get creative and live in individual modules with a grand central hall, or, use long houses with sexual segregation, or, move their modules on marriage, etc. Obviously having an architecture that better approximates their cultural vision of what is meant by ‘home’ would let these indigenous peoples take more pride in what they then feel to be their own. Furthermore, the way they wish to landscape their communities should also be left to local consensus. The instigation and upkeep of such communal plans could then be treated as either fully paid employment for some, and, for others, as a point of focus for both recognition and recompense through their nominated relatively un(der)paid inputs. (57)

c. 
By suitably addressing both traditionally paid and unpaid forms of employment, by taking a deeper economic point of view, this problem, as a problem of equity, etc., might be better approached and eventually redressed? Another approach, similar in nature, is to observe what positive forms of economic behaviours are taking place, across a spectrum, from the cultural to the political, and nominate such persons as officially having those roles, and, in the process, better fostering and furthering such activities. The end point of such promotion being the individual and collective enrichment of the members of those communities in question (be they either relatively traditional and/or non-traditional in tribal affiliations, and/or, either country-based and/or urban-based). Given that there is a tendency for families to act more as families in processes of expenditure and consumption it might be one possibility for each individual to have an inner financial account in order to preserve say ten to twenty percent of their income, in conjunction with obligatory superannuation savings, as mandated in Australia, be such monies derived directly from paid employment and/or in the form of a basic living wage, as a type of universal income, in order to insure that individuals have a reasonable level of finance accumulated on the realization of their retirement or retreat from paid work or self-nominated work through illness, etc. Punitive schemes, in effect, when and where benefits are only realized through expenditure at designated points of sale with some form of an electronic card, should be abandoned as discriminatory both individually and communally. Such schemes have also proved to be a very expensive way to operate the delivery of such entitlements. (58)

d. 
It goes without saying that adequate access to good food and clean water should be a right enjoyed by all Australians. How this right should be implemented should be left up to the communities themselves in conjunction with mechanisms that ensure reasonable price signals in order to pay for such resources, ensure their continuation through suitable forms of upkeep, etc. (59)

e. 
Access to suitable forms of education is another right that should be enjoyed by all Australians. Given that individuals, their families and the nation as a whole altogether benefit from the acquiring of such skill-sets then it behooves the nation, collectively, to suitably pay for a considerable fraction of that process and not relegate it to some second-rate, profit-gouging system where users really have to pay for such an all too often inferior service; good private universities excepted. Upon evidence-based reflection, this should include good quality, very early, pre-school education, and, on to those with suitable qualifications being able to avail themselves of a university education or its university-equivalent conducted through other institutions. Placing children for a few years merely in an expensive creche is the wasting of an invaluable opportunity in this regard. In a nation like the United Kingdom, e.g., a minimum of twenty hours a week at least is supplied free to all families. Evidence-based research has shown that such children become better socialized, are more likely to take up tertiary education, and not have a criminal record, etc. All in all, a policy that is wonderful value for the money spent rather than directed as baby bonusses, subsidies for less intensive forms of child-care, etc. (60)

f. 
Cultural matters are very important for creating a more positive sense of both identity and dignity. It is an area of economic activity that should be far more promoted and better patronized, an observation that applies to both indigenous life-worlds and non-indigenous life-worlds alike! (61)

g. 
Without a doubt, indigenous political life-worlds should be promoted through a greater degree of emphasis being placed on both internal enfranchisement and external empowerment. Their political voices need to be both better thematized and better disseminated; say, through a greater access in local newspapers and television, or, perhaps more powerfully, through suitable forms of social media. Political institutions should be formed that represent both indigenous nations and their constituents. Suitable umbrella organizations should also be empowered to speak on their behalf and to enact measures that effect the lives of such nations. Parliamentary systems, often, are effectively three tiered through having both upper and lower chambers as well as an array of committees dealing with a diversity of political enquiries, etc. Then, we have state governments and local councils. Indigenous Affairs could be an amalgam of all of the former in a blend that best expresses the best of indigenous aspirations… (62) 

h. 
Communications and social media are also an area of potential enfranchisement and empowerment for indigenous communities, especially if communities are isolated by geography. (63)

i. 
Legal and financial considerations should also be available in a form that can be non-expensively accessed when required. In an upcoming integration of our digital world such a possibility should not be too difficult to institute? (64)

j. 
Consumerist concerns entail reasonable non-prohibitively expensive access to products, services and information. Again, in this digital era, and the making of online orders, it should not be impossible for indigenous communities, through economies of scale, to better supervise these modes of commerce (perhaps assisted through suitable forms of government assistance)? (65)

k. 
With the advent of an era that will soon see the cheaper harvesting and storage of wind-power and solar-based energy systems in conjunction with cheaper forms of transport via electrical vehicles then cheaper forms of transport will soon be the rule, and not an exception, for all communities whether distant or otherwise. (66)

l. 
Under this heading of Other Miscellaneous Concerns indigenous communities, themselves, can note additional concerns that need to be addressed and seek to find their own solutions in processes of redress. (67)


In some measure, we could view the problems experienced by isolated indigenous communities as a distillation of the problems generally experienced in many non-indigenous rural areas in Australia. Now, it is true to say that in Australia some regions are prospering, say, those larger townships on the Eastern coastline and certain other larger towns that seem to have a critical mass and straddle major transport routes. However, in between, we have seen quite pronounced forms of rural decline. A decline that is also mirrored in forms of increased levels of inequality experienced in such townships. All too often they lose their bank or banks, their chemist, their post-office, etc., along with their schools, churches and other facilities… and as a result continue to shrink. However, the very trends that go in one direction can also go in the opposite direction, and, it is inviting to think that with a current retreat from expensive accommodation in major cities along with transformations in the nature of new forms of work, and, having access to a good quality, fast Internet, etc., that such trends, with some assistance, might be reversed… revitalizing such rural communities. I would also like to point out, as explored in this paper, that addressing the inequities of both gender inequality and unpaid work could also go a considerable way in reversing inequalities experienced in rural Australia… and that similar measures briefly introduced in this paper could also be extended to addressing and redressing forms of inequality in non-indigenous life-worlds be they rural or urban in location. (68)

4.    Provisional Conclusions, Comments and Observations


In the course of these Three Critiques I have been arguing for both the cessation and reversal of adverse neo-liberal policy settings, and, both the existential deconstruction of the neo-liberal paradigm and the existential re-construction of the political-economy. I have also argued that this is an imperative in order to re-established our democratic life-worlds currently under an increasing attack by anti-democratic populists and demagogues, and a variety of other extremists, manipulating the disenchantment and disgruntlement of the population that has been exposed to the pointed end of neo-liberal policies that have overseen the over-enrichment of the top one percent of the top one percent. The myth of trickle-down economics and its associated assortment of non-evidence-based rationalizations are still embedded in the political DNA and its attendant thinking of many of our politicians regardless of their political complexion. Reasonable forces must politically confront the reality of those failed policies and re-fashion a political world that restores greater levels of equality and equity to its social fabric in and through a thorough re-democratization of our democratic life-worlds! In exploring my political manifestoes I see this process of re-democratization as occurring in four spheres, namely, in a removal of all non-small donations from our political systems; in instituting greater degrees of transparency, individual accountability and collective responsibility; in a cessation and reversal of a general inequality of ‘mis-equity’ through a rectification of past inequity, current forms of dis-equity and the future possibility of non-equity (through the fear or fact of imminent unemployment, under-employment and mis-employment), and, finding suitable forms of innovation that will help us to successfully navigate and negotiate this accelerating transformation of the workplace, marketplace and home space. (69)


This paper basically explored the two topics of inequality and innovation by searching for innovative ways the former could be addressed and redressed, hypothetically, in indigenous life-worlds. Suggestions to be introduced and explored within the former were developed in order to be also mooted as a possible template for the successful re-equitization of non-indigenous life-worlds. One key to this philosophical puzzle was to propose that measures that could address both gender inequality and the ensuing inequity stemming from unpaid work, often performed by woman, could be used and expanded in order to address and redress inequality in both indigenous and non-indigenous life-worlds. Moreover, it was noted that many rural non-indigenous regions in Australia were also suffering in a similar manner and that this same type of key could be applied to those regions as well. (70)


However, the main point of this essay, as an exploration of innovation, is the realization that a radical re-thinking of how the political-economy operates in the deeper reality of lived-experience is urgently called for. That, therefore, a deeper understanding and appreciation of the economic looks at this interface between the relatively intentional and the relatively non-intentional. The latter being those interactions that can be observed between subjects, etc., and objects, etc., in terms of those elements noted to be either in transition and/or transformation. That in examining this deeper economic field only then should we find ourselves in a better position to instigate those process of policy re-direction in the (three spheres) of the political-economy (through the three lenses of the phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential). That from an existential re-appreciation of this deeper economy we should then be more able to effectively and efficiently re-direct policy formation in a rectification of ongoing short-term inequality and its ensuing long-term inequity. As noted, such an approach needs to take into full account the aspirations of all the relevant stakeholders in question in order to then let them orchestrate this process of a re-enrichment of both their individual and communal existences..!! (71)








         Noël Tointon, Sydney, 30.5.18.

�  	The latest version of this text: � HYPERLINK "http://www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html" �www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html� 


� 	My first critique, At What Cost? Can be viewed more as a theoretical exposition of this topic. In my second critique Striking Out – A New Direction I attempted to take a more practical turn. This third critique concentrates on a more critical approach. This approach is exercised through looking at these manifestoes, etc., and reconstructing their pre-suppositions, intent, etc., in order, thereby, to critique this relatively adverse phenomenon of neo-liberalism; albeit in a more constructive sense; i.e., through existential re-construction (as a theme underlying all three critiques).


� 	Both of these manifestoes, operating in the political-economic and political spheres respectively, are meant to be taken up immediately and thence over the short-term. Moreover, they do not focus on certain other aspects of the neo-liberal condition that need to be both addressed and redressed. To fill this gap in oversight I will also propose a Silent Manifesto or Subliminal Checklist to oversee such relative deficiencies and secure, in conjunctions with those two manifestoes, hopefully, a more long-term transformation in social consciousness.


� 	We cannot expect our politicians to be absolutely transparent and discuss nothing with their colleagues over a meal or by telephone, etc., without such interactions being inscribed in a publicly accessible form as reported texts posted on applicable sites on the Internet, etc. Indeed, the best decisions are those exercised through a cooperative consensus of those who can better expedite such intentions. On the other hand, important decisions, once made, need to be recorded along with the reasons for such decision making, etc. What I am arguing for is more transparency and less doing deals behind closed doors for reasons more formed through the peddling of influence and the like. Moreover, pre-informative research conducted prior to decision making needs to be better recorded and referred to when needing to be suitably referenced, etc. In this ‘space’ lobbying needs to be transparently enacted. Similarly, individual accounting for policy formation, etc., and collective responsibility for the enacting of policies, etc., also need to be enacted accordingly, i.e., transparently.


� 	That ‘style’ can be defined as ‘the distinctive, iterative resolution of dissonance’.


� 	Table as taken from my second critique Striking Out – A New Direction; paragraph 434. 





� 	We can see an instance of this ‘return to a less educated way of seeing the world’ in President Trump’s appalling comments that police needn’t treat criminals properly, e.g., when putting them into a police car and ensuring that they do not bump their heads on entry (as announced in July, 20117). Or, similarly, when the organizational head of the Boys Scouts found it necessary to apologize for the inappropriate, blatant political speech given by this same president… as if he were attending one more political rally with his now shrinking base.


� 	Adversity and mis-equity as articulated in my first two critiques. 


� 	Some connections might seem obvious, others less obvious. However, I make this claim by virtue of the fact that I have argued that the neo-liberal condition is a specific expression of the particular kind of phenomenon called a neo-liberal phenomenon rather than as a mere set of associated phenomena.


� 	A relatively ‘mature’ political-economy being seen ‘to possess both relatively mature political institutions and economic infrastructure, businesses, etc.’.


� 	In the second political manifesto, Out Striking, ‘Circumscription’ is paralleled by ‘Imputation’.


� 	A greater, standard degree of transparency of inscription, etc., within certain limitations given that we cannot be absolutely transparent even to our own sense/s of self, etc.


� 	I.e., non-existential reversal and replacement and/or existential re-construction.


� 	A greater, standard degree of transparency of inscription, etc., within certain limitations given that we cannot be absolutely transparent even to our own sense/s of self, etc.


� 	I.e., non-existential reversal and replacement and/or existential re-construction.


� 	Interrogating questions and questioning interrogation (in relation to genre complicity in apparent problematicity/arbitration of imperatives in a defined hierarchy of imperatives. Existential approach re-defining this rather than redefining same?)?





� 	Elsewhere I have defined ‘meaning’ as hermeneutic sense, and, ‘meaningfulness’ as a non-systematic semblance of valuational formation (i.e., identity formation, genre functionality and value).


� 	‘Exploration’ is code for ‘general investigations, particular kinds of analysis, and, specific examinations’. These explorations will explore evidential based policy settings (in order to clarify our realistic assessments), modes of arbitration (in order to clarify an idealist thematization of aspirations), modes of enaction (in order to clarify pragmatic forms of execution), consequential analysis (as to how we might enact such explorations in this regard, etc.), and, how we might critically appreciate the overall nature of such explorations, etc.


� 	To the four commercial imperatives of creation, etc., we could add pro-monopolization and post-domination (effective monopolization of the market/s, and, the maintenance of that monopolization).


� 	E.g., in a house fire, not able to be easily extinguished, our primary goal would be to see that all people, and their pets if present, were evacuated, and, then what could be done to save that house from being completely consumed in that fire. Hence this distinction between ‘primary subjects’ and ‘secondary objects’.


� 	Given that our idealistic explorations are basically existential in a non-systematic sense. Then, our evidence based realism needs to co-opt a suitable form of phenomenal-phenomenological exploration, and, our pragmatism will need to co-opt a suitable form of hermeneutical exploration. 


� 	‘Entitlement’ also has the connotation of ‘self-entitlement’ or ‘being entitled to be read a certain way’ often in line with an overt declamatory interpretation. Refer to paragraph 92.


� 	Correlative in the sense that each dialectical moment is equal to the opposite of the other two moments. So, e.g., a correlation could be treated as the converse of both accommodation and transformations., i.e., as not an accommodation and not as a transformation.


� 	Out mental mapping is not always geographically aligned with the reality on the ground. For instance, walking in Sydney from Kings Cross to Paddington I would head to Oxford Street and then continue up that street to Paddington. However, eventually, I perceived that there was a quicker and more direct route once I realized how to take that more direct path. Habits are a good starting point but not necessarily a good end point to merely reiterate. Insight helps us to re-iterate a modified pattern of behaviour in a more productive sense.


� 	Noting that our judgments have an intersubjective aspect by virtue of the public intersubjectivity of our genres of behaviour. Hence this ‘by-us, for-us’ and not ‘for-myself and myself-alone. Or, that such insight is something that can be inter-subjectively shared through the tracing out of a similar pattern of enactive behaviour as a pre-condition for the provoking of a similar pattern of insightful re-tracing.


� 	Implying that we should not denigrate different ways of seeing the world, but, rather, evaluate which approaches are more productive in our exploring and interacting in that type of situatedness. That this insight applies to both secular and non-secular ways of viewing the world.


� 	Interpreting Psychotic Statements (Bizarr) which can be found on my Psychology Page on my homepage site. Also further examined in my set of essays titled Insight.


� 	I have also argued that this same phenomenon can be witnessed in a pseudo-psychosis when we are dealing with a person whose strong epistemological/ontological commitments are such that they too will distort their vision of reality in accordance with their vision of reality. It could also be argued that given neo-liberalism is the major discourse, that reality will be seen accordingly. Whether that be right or wrong in fact, needs to be realized in an insightfully aligned vision of the reality of that same type of situatedness. Such ‘vision’ necessitates the utilization of a suitably enacted, ongoing, overall transcendental suspension as argued elsewhere.


�	Which indicates my lack of insight for asking such a probing question given such circumstances.


� 	E.g., in my recent book Existential Freedom, these two previous critiques of neo-liberalism, and elsewhere.


� 	The integrated treatment of these four dimensions of the objective, etc., becomes ‘the world as lived’, and, which, through emergence, can be given a theological complexion by a theologian although this same ‘theological(-like) difference’ could also be read in a non-theological light by a secularist through their perception of the world merely having an integrated sense of an ‘integral worldliness’ in this ‘same world as lived’ as found for-us, by-us.


� 	‘Redirection’, effectively, is through incremental shifts without non-chaotic consequences and where we are left, basically, with more of the same. In contrast, ‘re-direction’ involves relatively radical processes of re-direction in policy settings.


� 	With some additional ongoing correction of gender inequality/inequality in gender typecast occupations, etc.


� 	I.e., as an example of a ‘policy re-setting’ given its works with policy setting already in place, but,  gives them a radical sense of re-direction.


� 	I have defined elsewhere ‘programs’ as ‘a complex series and/or set /s of relatively more simple projects’.


� 	The compactual realm is that sphere that is non-contractual, involves no power-differential between those who enter into that type of relationships. This realm is also the basis for the execution of contracts; given that contracts need to be treated as an agreement that would be honoured. I have borrowed this concept from Jonathan Sacks and his concept of ‘covenant’. I have chosen a relatively non-religious expression in my use of this term ‘compactual’. We have a similar parallel to existential versus non-existential. In a similar manner there is a necessary interdependence between these expression. Contracts are grounded on the de-ontological nature of this compactual dimension, and, a contractual world is necessary since it is on its economic surpluses that we can extend a compactual (re-)orientation.


� 	By ‘overall’ is meant phenomenal=phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential aspects of this experiential phenomenon.


� 	In regards to welfare, e.g., we might note the generality of this topic, look at the particular kinds of welfare such as unemployment benefits, disability benefits, pensions, etc., and, then specify the exact situatedness of a specific benefit and/or that of pertaining to a certain beneficiary whether identified or not.


� 	The third aspect of the political-economy after the theoretical-political and practical-economic ‘subdiscipline’.


� 	Perhaps, by noting the significance of this comment in the form of a footnote, e.g.


� 	Paragraph 127.


� 	In a cognitive third order we have the process of conceptual ideation and in a cognitive fourth order we have perceptual ideation. In a cognitive-trans-cognitive contrast, in the trans-cognitive, transcendental, judgmental third order we find de-ontological forms of judgment and in a fourth trans-cognitive order we have pragmatic judgment. In the first, second, fifth and sixth orders the cognitive-trans-cognitive contrast is between conceptualized judgmental content versus its associated judgmental process wherein such content is delivered. To harmonize this joint third order and fourth order type of anomaly we might begin by noting that de-ontological e/valuation is a form of conceptual judgment that attempt to appreciate the ethical dimension between ego and other egos, and, pragmatical e/valuation is a form of perceptual judgment that notes perceptual effectiveness and efficiency, etc. Third order e/valuation being based on the subtle privileging of the Ego moment (of transcendental subjectivity) versus the subtle de-privileging or dis-privileging of the Object moment and the World moment in the intentional economy et al; as reflected in the overall, transcendental suspension a.k.a. the overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension, etc. as examined elsewhere, on many occasions, in greater detail. In contrast the fourth order is based o the archetypal privileging of both the Ego moment and the World moment and the de-pivileging of the Object moment.


� 	I.e., those instrumental causes that ensure a transition from a fifth order to a sixth order in status. E.g., I wish to strike a match and the envisaged flame only has a fifth order in status, whereas, that match once successfully struck now gives the emergence of a flame that has a sixth ordered status.


� 	I.e., asking is it safe for me to walk on the Moon even if adequately outfitted, or, is it my duty or promised destiny to do as such?


� 	The same type of non-chaotic/chaotic distinction being made between transitional redirection and transformational re-direction.


� 	E.g., surfaces can be coloured; so, e.g., a red square or a blue circle are acceptable, whereas, in contrast, e.g., a white square-circle is not acceptable for obvious reasons and neither is, e.g., a circle that is both black and white at exactly the same moment in time.


� 	Identity is also centered on the Object moment in our intentional economy (as reflected in the overall transcendental suspension, etc.); i.e., that under gestalt focus in an intentional field.


� 	Recognizing that not all forms of art are equally accessible. That works more centered in lower levels of the human psyche, the epistemological hierarchy of psychological organization, are usually found to be more approachable in general terms. Eg., in music, dance is an art-form that is more inter-cultural in its potential scope for appreciation being based on physiologically experienced rhythms than, say, the subtle conceptual setting of a poetic verse in a subdued piece of lieder. Hence my concept of transcendental accessibility. Although, it should also be noted, that a better work of art is more likely to be one that we find we respond to on a variety of interconnected and harmonized levels of engagement and not just in one area of the psyche. 


� 	As a successful critique of high levels of taxation, centralized economic control, etc. But the incremental advancement of neo-liberal policy settings has increased levels of workplace adversity and social inequality, etc., and such negative features need to be seriously addressed and redressed. But, given the problem is now this paradigm then this paradigm needs to transformed or replaced. Given the relatively radical approach that needs to be taken we might surmise that a process of transformation is more called for. Therefore, this apparent need for the reversal and deconstruction of the neo-liberal paradigm, and, a positive process of rebuilding or reconstruction, hopefully, in the context of the promotion of a process of existential re-construction.


� 	E.g., Galileo Galilei (1564-1642) had to recant taking a heliocentric view of the Solar System as presented in his book titled Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems (ostensively a debate about the heliocentric controversy but one clearly weighted towards an acceptance of this position). The Roman Catholic Church, in the form of the Inquisition, taking this person to task in 1616 and 1633. In 1616, the Roman Catholic Church put Nicholas Copernicus’ book, De Revolutionibus; advancing a heliocentric vision of the Solar System, put on the index of banned books. Giordano Bruno, in 1600, was sentenced by the Inquisition to be burnt at the stake for advancing this ‘heresy’. In the light of this person’s fate we can see why Galileo, a generation or so later, took this option of officially apologising for the ‘error’ of his ways and settle for being placed under house arrest. Contestment, therefore, in the light of such historical precedents, cannot be dismissed as merely being a simple debate without people also being seriously invested in their ontological and epistemological over-commitments (and subsequent pseudo-psychoses as a result of such psychic over investment. Then, on top of this we have vested interests creating considerable forms of resistance in a more political-economic sense. Witness the reiterated dissimulation entered into by both the tobacco industry and carbon dependent economies, etc.).


� 	In many ways, it is difficult to explain what motivates, say, a global warming denialist. Denialism is quite different from scepticism. The former has a pseudo-psychotic like flavour to the extent that the more we probe the central areas to their arguments the more there is this exponential-like resistance as they push back. Almost as if we are attacking the core of their identity. Skepticism is being critical, taking an opposed position. Much like that in a debate, in order to run with it and see how that process of interaction might qualify their future arguments. Perhaps we could say the difference between a denialist and a skeptic is that the former literalizes their metaphors and places far too much psychic commitment in that literal interpretation. Then, at the end of the day, it all has to be stitched up together with rather strange arguments in order to gloss over or overlook the many anomalies that would arise through the literalization of that set of metaphors. It is ‘true the weather changes every day, but, we have the same seasons, variations are normal… so why invoke global warming to explain something that is just normal variation?’ Treating this observation as metaphor, and, then, impossibly literalizing it, might be one way to understand this rather troubling type of phenomenon? Thence the need to ‘discredit’ scientific evidence, invoke international conspiracies, cite it as a Left-wing plot, argue that it is just another instance of political correctness gone mad, etc.


� 	As argued elsewhere on a number of occasions: too much consonance is too little dissonance and the harmonic ‘relationship’ goes nowhere. Too much dissonance, too little consonance, tears the metaphorical fabric of the ‘relationship’ apart. Then, perfect resolution realizes the cessation of that relationship itself in historical time and space, be it objectively, inter-objectively, subjectively and/or inter-subjectively oriented. Thence the need for an ongoing dynamic in a continuing process of resolution (until the music finishes so to speak).


�  The subtle privileging/de-privileging of these three moments giving us our orders as introduced and examined elsewhere. The three forms of insightful input, namely, re-factualization; re-framing; and, re-e/valuation co-opting, respectively; first order essential semantic atomicity, second order aesthetical molecularity and sixth order factuality; fifth order hermeneutic potentiality, fourth order pragmatic practicality, and, sixth order factuality; and, third order de-ontological propriety, fourth order pragmatic practicality, and, second order aesthetical molecularity. These potential inputs to the insightful economy will be reintroduced after I have reintroduced this working concept of the overall hermeneutic suspension.


� 	In effect, shifting from self-reports and/or other-reports to the non-systematic existential orientation of pro-relational reports, and, thence, through dynamic balance of the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension, to a systematic existential reception of that living relationship itself. That existentialization is always of the relatively non-existential (and v.v. to the extent that de-existentialization is of the relatively existential).


� 	This re-weighting of significance, derived through a positive re-evaluation of valuation and v.v., can be seen as its positive intensification.


� 	That, the upholding of the de-ontological tenor of this judgment is felt to be ‘significantly’ very important.


� 	That, in eating anyone of those apples in that fruit bowl, over the immediate future, I fully expect their delicious ripeness to be present as a sixth order factual fact. 


� 	The relatively formal treatment or recognition of the relevant situatedness in question in which the act of either ‘reading and/or writing’ of the text or series or set/s of texts in question is successfully enacted.


� 	The ‘author’ being the person or persons instigating this process of insight-formation through the use of texts situated somewhere on a spectrum from the relatively classical to the non-classical, e.g., say, from a written text to pointing at some specific thing, etc.


� 	E.g., you could be traveling and in visiting a certain city, be that for two hours or two weeks, you attempt to try and understand its essence through its history, architecture, institutions, festivals and resident people, etc. Or, e.g., you could be instructing your family or school children on the nature of a garden and promoting collective action through getting more than one person to tend the same over the course of a certain period in time, etc.


� 	I.e., as instrumental in giving us either a positively insightful insight or a deceptive mis-insightful negative insight. E.g., an eyewitness to a murder was under the misapprehension that X committed the murder whereas X was sighted by numerous witnesses to be nowhere near the murder site and so, therefore, we must safely assume the misidentification of X by that eyewitness. Or, in contrast, the alibi of Y was found to be deceptively constructed and, so, Y is once again a potential suspect in that murder for whatever reason might implicate them.


� 	Refer to the extend-essay: Critical Re-Appropriation: Re-Interpreting Monadism: Leibniz’s Response to Cartesian Duality, and, this Perspective as a Potential Solution to the Impasse between Relativity and Quantum Physics (started September, 2017).


� 	The Anxiety of Influence: A Theory of Poetry is a 1973 book by � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_Bloom" \o "Harold Bloom" �Harold Bloom�. It was the first in a series of books that advanced a new "revisionary" or antithetical� HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Anxiety_of_Influence" \l "cite_note-1" �[1]� approach to � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literary_criticism" \o "Literary criticism" �literary criticism�. Bloom's central thesis is that � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poet" \o "Poet" �poets� are hindered in their creative process by the ambiguous relationship they necessarily maintained with precursor poets. While admitting the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_influence" \o "Social influence" �influence� of extraliterary experience on every poet, he argues that "the poet in a poet" is inspired to write by reading another poet's poetry and will tend to produce work that is in danger of being derivative of existing poetry, and, therefore, weak. Because poets historically emphasize an original poetic vision in order to guarantee their survival into posterity (i.e., to guarantee that future readers will not allow them to be forgotten), the influence of precursor poets inspires a sense of anxiety in living poets. Thus Bloom attempts to work out the process by which the small minority of 'strong' poets manage to create original work in spite of the pressure of influence. Such an � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agon" \o "Agon" �agon�, Bloom argues, depends on six revisionary ratios,� HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Anxiety_of_Influence" \l "cite_note-2" �[2]� which reflect � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freud" \o "Freud" �Freudian� and quasi-Freudian defense mechanisms, as well as the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trope_(linguistics)" \o "Trope (linguistics)" �tropes� of classical � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhetoric" \o "Rhetoric" �rhetoric�. The above citing the Wikipedia entry for ‘misprision’ and ‘Bloom’. I am arguing, in effect, that a process of making progress, obtaining insight, etc., necessitates a process where it is necessary and inescapable to shift from mere reinterpretation to sheer re-interpretation.


� 	In any field or discipline whatsoever. 


� 	That no text, etc., can be absolutely self-harmonized or other-harmonized and so deeper aporia are inescapable. A ‘prospect’ (as a textual realm replete with such particular types of projects and programs) is further reinforced through competitive or competing agenda within any project or program (given this impossibility for the complete and perfect harmonization of agenda likewise).


� 	The complexities of this type of ‘project’ rendering it as a ‘program’. ‘Amplification’ being defined previously as both ‘positive chaotic non-incrementally derived enhancement and positive incrementally non-chaotic orchestration’.


� 	More correctly, I am arguing that insight is realized through re-interpretation, and, insight is arrived at through a process of re-interpretation. Moreover, the critical dimension is the implicit demand that truth determinations be verified and/or be made verifiable and, this overall process is both existentially observed and significantly productive in a positive sense; i.e., in a manner that creates, preserves, conserves and/or meta-conserves overall relational valuation (in terms of its relative relational richness and/or enrichment).


� 	Hence re-criticalization, recuperation and re-construction of re-interpretation; re-factualization, re-framing and re-e/valuation of insightfulness; and, insightful re-interpretation as a process of critical re-appropriation through collective, overall re-identification, re-con-textualization and re-appreciation. An ordered re-assessment re-characterizing this re-positioning through relative first order non-contradiction, second order (aesthetic) coherence, third order (de-ontological) propriety, fourth order (pragmatical) effectiveness and efficiency, fifth order possibility, probability and potentiation (of hermeneutic functionality of narratives in the specification of genre/s and con-text/s) and factual verification and justification (in terms of a narrational re-alignment), etc.


� 	By ‘etc.’ is meant the successful collaboration within and between validation, verification and valuation, and, all that is implied through the adequately pre-informed and critical imposition of an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension; and all that that entails, and so on, etc.). Or, more simply, validation, verification and valuation as arrived at through critical evaluation, and v.v.


� 	Paragraph 227.


� 	Refer to previous work disseminated by myself on this third sub-disciplinary field within the discipline of political-economics.


� 	‘Ramifications’ has been defined elsewhere by myself to consist of ‘relatively immediate implications and future consequences’. ‘Consequences’ include ‘consequences realized as intended, mis-intended, unintended or not-intended (through the intervention of other factors)’.


� 	In other words, within each genre of behaviour we have parallel sub-genres of ‘reading’ and ‘writing’; neither operating without the other.


� 	For now, at least one study — � HYPERLINK "https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-switch/wp/2017/10/05/russian-propaganda-may-have-been-shared-hundreds-of-millions-of-times-new-research-says/?utm_term=.2c3d991f6ae5" �first reported by The Washington Post� (5.10.17)earlier this week — has found that just six of the profiles flagged by Facebook for their ties to the Kremlin had their free content shared 340 million times. In that report, “share” is defined as content that appeared in users’ news feeds, not whether users actually interacted with it. Citing Recode (6.10.17).


� 	‘Virtual case study’ because I am using the text, at apparent face value, as the case study.


� 	The quotation above is taken from the beginning of a web page headed: U.S. Term Limits, and is titled Fundraising a Top Priority… by Stacey Selleck, US Term Limits; April 26, 2016. This article argues that term limits would: keeping elected officials focused on legislation not phone banking for their next election; opening up seats for good citizen legislators who won’t be discouraged by fundraising quotas; reducing the influence of wealthy contributors on public policy; curtailing the power of an uncontrollable Washington, D.C. political machine.


� 	Depending on how this level playing field were to be configured or re-configured as to whether it favours more candidates and/or their parties.


� 	Another Internet site, OpenSecrets.org; (www.opensecrets.org/overview/topraise.php), lists Congressman Paul Ryan, Republican, as the greatest fundraiser in the House of Congress in 2016, raising US$19,811,897; and, Russ Feingold, Democrat, as raising the most in the Senate in 2016, raising US$24,544,070. OpenSecrets.org describes itself as a ‘Centre for Responsive Politics’.


� 	Refer to Wikipedia, e.g: � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_funding_in_Australia" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_funding_in_Australia� In Australia, there is a growing trend for � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_Parliament" \o "Member of Parliament" �MPs� to become directly involved in the corporate fundraising efforts of their parties. Ministers and staff are enlisted to engage with donors and business supporters, with the aim of raising funds for their political parties.� HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_funding_in_Australia" \l "cite_note-Age_Sale-2" �[2�  


� 	Refer to the ABC article titled: Political donations: Here's what the latest data doesn't tell us. Posted by � HYPERLINK "http://www.abc.net.au/news/tim-leslie/167086" �Tim Leslie�, 1 Feb 2016: � HYPERLINK "http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-01/heres-what-the-latest-political-donations-data-doesnt-tell-us/7130126" �http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-01/heres-what-the-latest-political-donations-data-doesnt-tell-us/7130126� 


� 	There reader can refer to the ABC article titled: Election 2016: How are political campaigns funded? Posted �HYPERLINK "F:\\Nick Harmsen"��Nick Harmsen� 4 Jun 2016: � HYPERLINK "http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-04/how-are-election-campaigns-funded/7476264" �http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-04/how-are-election-campaigns-funded/7476264� 





� 	Refer to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-01/political-donations-likened-to-money-laundering/8227952" �http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-01/political-donations-likened-to-money-laundering/8227952� 


� 	Refer to: � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_funding_in_Australia" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_funding_in_Australia� 


� 	Refer to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-09/political-donations-industry-dataset/8229192" �http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-09/political-donations-industry-dataset/8229192� 


� 	When a general paralysis seems to have ‘infected’ the making of major policy issues where I am sure lobbying and donations has muddied the waters. With respect to the fossil fuel sector of the economy and the debate re Global Warming, etc., refer to: � HYPERLINK "https://theconversation.com/the-fossil-fuelled-political-economy-of-australian-elections-61394" �https://theconversation.com/the-fossil-fuelled-political-economy-of-australian-elections-61394� 


� 	 Refer to: � HYPERLINK "http://news.gallup.com/poll/1600/congress-public.aspx" �http://news.gallup.com/poll/1600/congress-public.aspx� The approval rating for members of the US Congress in 2017 is approximately 19%. However, not all politicians have an equal approval/dis-approval ratings although declines have continued.  � HYPERLINK "http://news.gallup.com/poll/1600/congress-public.aspx" �http://news.gallup.com/poll/1600/congress-public.aspx� 


� 	Noting this distinction between mere ‘listening’ and deeper ‘hearing’.


� 	Refer to the article by Chris McGreal, Thursday 19 October 2017, in the theguardian titled: How big pharma’s money – and its politicians – feed the US opioid crisis


� 	This Member was Scott Morrison. Apparently, the lump of Hunter Valley coal was cleaned and varnished before being used as a prop (contrary to house rules in the Australian Parliament). 


� 	Refer to the first essay in my set of eight political essays titled: Politics as the Art of the Realization of the Possible.


� 	By ‘etc.’ we could include old fashion door-knocking, town hall meetings, televized debates, etc.


� 	Such a ‘center’, often the reasonable center, then becomes a wilderness and no-man’s land… to be fought over by ideologues who neither listen to or hear relatively non-ideologically oriented solutions, etc. For me this scenario is symbolized in the shameful exhibition of a lump of coal, suitably varnished, in the Australian Parliament as hitherto noted earlier.


� 	The donation was officially timed in such a manner, just immediately before the election itself in the new financial year, so that it did not need to be immediately reported to the AEC (Australian Electoral Commission). This non-reporting and/or non-full disclosure in real time or in near real time of donations is another defect in Australian rules relating to donations. The amount donated was 1.75 million dollars and is believed to have been the largest donation ever individually given in Australia. Refer to the following link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/malcolm-turnbull-confirms-he-donated-175-million-to-the-liberal-party-election-campaign-20170201-gu3gj9.html" �http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/malcolm-turnbull-confirms-he-donated-175-million-to-the-liberal-party-election-campaign-20170201-gu3gj9.html� 


� 	In this regard note the article by � HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/david-sherfinski/" �David Sherfinski� - The Washington Times - Tuesday, February 21, 2017:


As a candidate, President � HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/donald-trump/" �Trump� raised more money from small-dollar donors than former President Obama did in either of his two campaigns, according to a study released Tuesday that shows just how groundbreaking the Trump operation was.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/donald-trump/" �Mr. Trump� raised about $239 million from small donors during the campaign, compared with Mr. Obama’s $219 million in 2012 — then a record — and about $181 million in 2008, according to the report from the Campaign Finance Institute.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/donald-trump/" �Mr. Trump�’s total was also more than the small-dollar donations — defined as $200 or less — given to 2016 Democratic candidates � HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/hillary-clinton/" �Hillary Clinton� ($137 million) and Sen. Bernard Sanders ($100 million) combined.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/donald-trump/" �Mr. Trump� frequently boasted during the campaign about how he managed to hang tough while being vastly outspent by � HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/hillary-clinton/" �Mrs. Clinton� and his Republican primary rivals, and said he would take that frugal attitude to the White House.


But the figures illustrate the significant level of support � HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/donald-trump/" �Mr. Trump� did receive through small donations, which are sometimes seen as a measure of grass-roots enthusiasm for a campaign. Refer to the link:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2017/feb/21/trump-smashes-obamas-small-donor-fundraising-pace/" �http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2017/feb/21/trump-smashes-obamas-small-donor-fundraising-pace/� 


� 	As noted, ‘virtual’ by virtue of our taking a textual report, or, series and/or set/s of textual reports, as an apparently accurate representation of the world as lived, as the direct material for our case study rather the phenomenal situation or situations being represented textually. Or, we might refer to this type of research as a ‘meta-case study’ (although that is usually reserved to a looking at the results or conclusions expressed in a range of similar texts examined in aggregate).


� 	This article has been taken from the Internet: published by The Sydney Morning Herald, 22 October 2017. The print version was published Monday, 23 October, 2017. Sections in square brackets fond in Internet version but not in print version. 


� 	In this regard, the international lobbying against soda taxes, etc., refer to the following link: Leaked: Coca-Cola’s Worldwide Political Strategy to Kill Soda Taxes: � HYPERLINK "https://medium.com/cokeleak/leaked-coca-colas-worldwide-political-strategy-to-kill-soda-taxes-9717f361fb04" �https://medium.com/cokeleak/leaked-coca-colas-worldwide-political-strategy-to-kill-soda-taxes-9717f361fb04�


� 	The fourth paragraph in the Internet version of this article. 


� 	Refer to the following link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/federal-coalition-porkbarrels-own-queensland-seats-1381-20170909-gye5bg.html" �http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/federal-coalition-porkbarrels-own-queensland-seats-1381-20170909-gye5bg.html� 


� 	A recent report, along these lines of blatant political advertising, is the recent expenditure of the Turnbull government, in Australia, which ‘spent an estimated $300,000 of taxpayers’ cash to spruik its energy policies for just 60 seconds during the last weekend’s football finales’. Refer to the Sydney Morning Herald, Wednesday 4/Thursday 5, 2017, p.8. In view of the fact that this policy proposal has to be agreed to and/or amended by the crossbenches in both Houses, and take on board considerations posed by the States in view of their necessary agreements, it would seem that such proposals are more embryonic rather than fully fledged policies ready for economically oriented enactment. Surely, advertising these tentative Coalition policies at tax payers’ expense is somewhat premature and something that should be duly criticized as more akin to propaganda; as the dissemination of appearances rather than presentation of a ready to ‘fly’ real, non-virtual reality? Such advertising, on principle is just wrong. Permission to prepare and release such advertising should be first obtained from a relatively bi-partisan/non-partisan, ‘independent’ committee.  Link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/disgusting-government-spends-300k-on-60-seconds-of-grand-final-advertising-20171003-gytvxq.html" �http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/disgusting-government-spends-300k-on-60-seconds-of-grand-final-advertising-20171003-gytvxq.html� 


� 	However, I would find it quite acceptable to nominate and/or invite recently ‘retired’, and not so recently retired politicians, along with experts in their field and other notable persons, etc., to fill positions on relevant bi-partisan/non-partisan, ‘independently constituted’ committees instituted and/or organized by government (on the grounds that such individuals can supply either a balance in bi-partisanship and/or their talents to such committees, etc.).


� 	An exception to this ruling might be the invitation of notable persons, political or otherwise, to join these non-partisan, independent boards (in order to gain a necessary degree of political balance, introduce relevant expertise, etc.).


� 	In contrast, those who adopt or adapt such documents, as policy proposals, informal or formal guidelines or contracts, etc., should have their consent equally registered.


� 	Refer to the link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.australia.gov.au/about-australia/our-country/our-people/apology-to-australias-indigenous-peoples" �http://www.australia.gov.au/about-australia/our-country/our-people/apology-to-australias-indigenous-peoples� 


� 	“My fault/guilt” (Latin). However, using it in a first person possessive plural (‘our’ fault/guilt) or the representative third person possessive singular (one’s fault/guilt) might be one way to begin to approach representative responsibility as a working concept (given this need for agency in some form to express such atonement?)?


� 	Ideally, in determining forms of existentially oriented responsiveness and responsibility, we would also note and insist on effective transparency and accountability, etc. In determining the suitability of an ‘apology’, e.g., of the form as just noted, we would need to note the literal and effective nature of historical policy formation, forms of accountability and responsibility exercised or not exercised to date, consequences of such policies and forms of restitution, etc., along with some form of encountering, recognition and engagement with the vested interests that might impede necessary transitions and transformations in the re-setting of this process of policy thematization, implementation and critique. Obviously, a more complex process than the mere expression of an apology, but, one more capable of overseeing a process of positive existential re-construction.


� 	That which creates the richness and the enrichment of our relationships through their creation, preservation, conservation and/or meta-conservation.


� 	E.g., the Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn, in Great Britain; Senator Bernie Sanders, in the US; Labour Party Prime Minister in New Zealand, Jacinda Ardern; and, the current Labor leader of the Opposition in Australia, Bill Shorten.


� 	Paraphrasing, poorly, with my apologies, the general tenor of the work of Thomas Piketty. E.g., refer to the translations: Capital in the Twenty-First Century; Belknap Press, 2014, and, The Economics of Inequality; Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2015 (1997).


� 	From September 2006 to September 2016. Refer to the link: � HYPERLINK http://www.tennants.org.au/tu/rent-tracker ��www.tennants.org.au/tu/rent-tracker� 


� 	In Britain, during the Victorian era, even when incomes declined during economically depressed periods landlords were reluctant to decrease their rentals (meaning the poor had to work even harder just to metaphorically stand still – giving lie to the truism that the poor were ever lazy). In some measure, relatively recent gentrification of inner city dwellings may have had role to play in this redistributing poorer households to the edges of major cities. To reverse this trend, it has been proposed that all new housing developments, or redevelopments, be made by law to have a broader mix of socio-economic dwellings. It was not too long ago, in our democratic life-worlds, that rich and poor would live on the same street as witness by the variety of house sizes that can be seen in the older parts of many cities, e.g., in both New Zealand and Australia.


� 	� HYPERLINK http://www.smh.com.au/business/comment-and-analysis/big-business-influence-wanes-as-public-rejects-bizonomics-20170722-gxgli1.html ��http://www.smh.com.au/business/comment-and-analysis/big-business-influence-wanes-as-public-rejects-bizonomics-20170722-gxgli1.html� 


� 	But, of course, the weekends still remain traditional days of rest for our politicians, so, it is quite hypocritical for them to just sit there and side with this Commission which has clearly demonstrated both the interests of business persons and their obvious short-sighted and convenient acceptance of an implicit neo-liberalism. The latter clearly demonstrated in their belief that most more profitable employers will employ more workers. Effectively, this form of ‘tax relief’ is not demonstrated at any level in the business world, from small businesses to multi-nationals (especially given the huge amounts of non-invested cash possessed by many of the latter, e.g., etc.).


� 	From 1 July 2016, small businesses will have their corporate tax rate progressively reduced. On 1 July 2016, the tax rate will fall to 27.5 per cent for companies with annual turnover less than $10 million.


This 27.5 per cent will be gradually extended to all companies, before falling to 27 per cent on 1 July 2024, 26 per cent on 1 July 2025, and 25 per cent on 1 July 2026. 


But such transitions, beyond, the first,   will depend on further Senate approval which seems most unlikely. Refer to the link: � HYPERLINK http://www.liberal.org.au/coalitions-policy-more-jobs-and-growth-through-investment ��www.liberal.org.au/coalitions-policy-more-jobs-and-growth-through-investment�


� 	Refer to the link:	� HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com.au/amp/s/theconversation.com/amp/the-full-story-on-company-tax-cuts-and-your-hip-pocket-59458" �www.google.com.au/amp/s/theconversation.com/amp/the-full-story-on-company-tax-cuts-and-your-hip-pocket-59458�


� 	The Australian Financial Review; May 16, 2016; Richard Dennis, chief economist at the Australia Institute. Refer to the link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.afr.com/opinion/columnists/coalitions-company-tax-cuts-claims-ignore-trade-treaties-and-imputation-20160516-govxbi" �http://www.afr.com/opinion/columnists/coalitions-company-tax-cuts-claims-ignore-trade-treaties-and-imputation-20160516-govxbi� 


� 	Ibid.


� 	I.e., in creating sufficient additional economic activity that produces more tax than that originally foregone, etc.


� 	Refer to the link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-10-02/toyota-and-holden-factories-to-shut-down/9008312" �http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-10-02/toyota-and-holden-factories-to-shut-down/9008312� 


� 	Refer to the article: theconversation: The story of steel maps the job future for car workers, February 14, 2014 written by Chris Gibson and Andrew Warren. Refer to the link: � HYPERLINK "https://theconversation.com/the-story-of-steel-maps-the-job-future-for-car-workers-23138" �https://theconversation.com/the-story-of-steel-maps-the-job-future-for-car-workers-23138� 


� 	Ibid.


� 	Refer to the link: � HYPERLINK "https://www.forbes.com/sites/joshbersin/2016/09/21/the-future-of-work-its-already-here-and-not-as-scary-as-you-think/amp/" �https://www.forbes.com/sites/joshbersin/2016/09/21/the-future-of-work-its-already-here-and-not-as-scary-as-you-think/amp/� 


� 	By conserved I always mean non-chaotically augmented or chaotically enhanced. In a contrast with preservation where the same level of value is preserved, i.e., merely maintained. Then, again, by meta-conservation I mean relative exponential growth (as in companies seeking to not only profit each year but seeking to improve their profitability as well).


� 	A definition for Innovation Economics as proposed by the Ingenesist Project. Refer to the link:  � HYPERLINK http://www.ingenesist.com/a-definition-for-innovation-economics/ ��www.ingenesist.com/a-definition-for-innovation-economics/� 


� 	By ‘etc.’ I am indicating a need for a much wider perspective on this topic as taken up in the second half of this paragraph. 


� 	This is in contrast to neoclassical economics and Keynesian economics. Refer to Wikipedia under the heading ‘Innovation Economics’.


� 	In running a race, e.g., we might successfully attain victory, and, we might obtain a prize as well.


� 	Positivity, i.e., not detrimental to primary or secondary relationships. Richness applying to the creation and/or preservation of a relationship/s, and, enrichment applying to the conservation and/or meta-conservation


� 	In simplifying our understanding of the innovative economy, I propose the following 2 x 3 grid: exploration thorugh noting any problematic meeting of aspirations and/or their problematization; noting relevant genres and con-texts; and, harmonic appreciation of innovative possibility and a comparative mata-appreciation of the same. Hence: problems/problematization; genres/con-texts; and, appreciation/meta-appreciation.


� 	In this regard we could invoke, to some relevant degree, an ordered analysis, that looks at the policy formation in terms of its first order consistency, second order aesthetics, third order de-ontological ramifications, fourth order pragmatical considerations, fifth order genre implications (examined for potential for innovations, etc.) and sixth order evidential impacts, etc.


� 	What is it/what are they? And, should such an income be instituted? Hence ‘??’.


� 	On June 5, 2016, nearly 77% of the voting Swiss rejected a proposal to introduce a guaranteed basic income for all.


� 	Refer, e.g., to the New York Times, 20 July 2017, or, Futurism: What We Can Learn From Finland’s Basic Income Experiment (� HYPERLINK "http://www.futurism.com/what-we-can-learn-from-finlands-basic-income-experiment/" �www.futurism.com/what-we-can-learn-from-finlands-basic-income-experiment/�).


� 	E.g., in Dauphin, in Manitoba between 1974 and 1979. Refer to Wikipedia article: Basic income pilots. From a later examination of relevant data, it was noted that a significant reduction in hospitalizations occurred in that period and that a greater number of teenagers also extended their length of schooling. In Canada, in Ontario, three year basic income projects are being launched in three regions, etc.


� 	Refer to Wikipedia, article titled: Basic income. For a list of Ten (Positive) Reasons to Support Basic Income refer to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.basicincome.org.uk/reasons-support-basic-income" �www.basicincome.org.uk/reasons-support-basic-income�. 


� 	Social security and welfare represents 35 per cent of the Australian Government’s expenses (although difficult to compute and compare given differing definitions of what is included or excluded, such as, e.g., child allowance, carer pensions, etc) (according to Parliament of Australia website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliament/Parliamenta" �www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliament/Parliamenta�). In addition to this expense, governments may also support schools, hospitals, police, law courts, etc., and it is to be hoped that the universal extension of a basic income might create a lessening in demand and cost for the operating of such institutions?


� 	With exceptions like military pensions, political pensions, superannuation for civil servants, etc., that are already bound by current contractual agreements, etc.


� 	Than those forms of wealth transfer, e.g., that would be instituted in times of revolution, social chaos, financial crises, etc.


� 	One article, by Matthew Yglesias, claims that ‘Giving housing to the homeless is three times cheaper than leaving them on the streets’. Refer to � HYPERLINK "http://www.vox.com/2014/5/30/5764096/its-three-times-cheaper-to-give-housing-to-the-homeless-than-to-keep" �www.vox.com/2014/5/30/5764096/its-three-times-cheaper-to-give-housing-to-the-homeless-than-to-keep� 


� 	Indeed, one of the reasons I decided to write this report, and represent it as a working proposal, was the fact that I found many very interesting articles on just this topic. Rather than just pick one as my representative virtual text, I thought it to be more worthwhile to just summarize many of the good points I discovered in either reading these articles or viewing these videos, etc.


� 	I.e., ‘valuational formation’ as ‘the political thematization of identity, the economic implementation of process, and, the critical, existential development of value formation… be that through viable, non-innovative patterns of redirection and/or viable innovative patterns of re-direction.


� 	This reminds me of the following anecdote. I was present one morning in a psychiatric hospital where a nursing report was being handed over and when it was discovered that one of the patients had a delusion that ‘they would be killed’ and where, overnight, we had inadvertently placed in that same dormitory a newly admitted patient whose delusion was that ‘they might kill someone’. Thankfully, most patients do not reveal their delusions to each other (unless floridly psychotic).


� 	The first day I used a tablet, and used a local map, whilst in Kansas City, I was surprised to discover late that night that a laundry was just one block from where I was staying. I had been wondering where I might find such a facility in the course of my travels about the US. I clicked the icon and discovered it was open at 8 am, and, became its first customer of the next day. All too often such needed, relevant information is literally to hand, but, we either overlook it or just find ourselves not aware that it is to hand.


� 	As a humorous contradiction of this observation, I was able to study Sanskrit for many years with my teacher, Brian Parker, in his Katoomba bookshop.


� 	Of course one of the problems with app penetration is either the inability of an app to find universal uptake (with many similar apps filling that field) and/or the universal uptake of an app that seems unable to take on board either the better features of unsuccessful apps that have operated in that same field or a general inability to improve and update the overall usefulness of that same app (often in the light of being a monopoly, subject to commercial distortions and/or no longer being so receptive and adaptable to changing circumstances and needs). As much as such universal hegemony might be desired, still, a digital and non-digital world divided up by major monopolies is unlikely not to be at the expense of the public in some form of the other. On the other hand, what is born or created will die or be neglected at some point in time. In this regard, one can only hope that whatever institutions replace a monopoly are able to do so in a manner that further contributes to overall valuational formation.


� 	It has been argued that the recent tax ‘reform’ entered into at the end of 2017 by the US government was demanded by a small handful of wealthy donor families who have contributed to the Republicans on an understanding that if such legislation was not enacted such donations would cease. However, although it remains to be seen, this seems to have placed the Republican Party between a rock and a hard place since, although funds are needed to run advertizing wars, in elections a public that has lost faith in a Republican Party, as representing them, will no longer be so easily swung by simple slogans and the usual mudslinging at the Democrats. This rumored threat as such has been clearly stated by Republican Representative Chris Collins. Refer to the link: Top GOP congressman: My donors told me to pass Republican tax bill or ‘don’t ever call me again: published by the Business Insider: � HYPERLINK http://www.businessinsider.com/chris-collins-donors-trump-tax-plan-bill-2017-11 ��www.businessinsider.com/chris-collins-donors-trump-tax-plan-bill-2017-11� Similar observations noted in this link: published by Time inc/Fortune: � HYPERLINK http://www.fortune.com/2017/12/04/republican-tax-bill-donors ��www.fortune.com/2017/12/04/republican-tax-bill-donors�  Refer also to theGuardian: Bernie Sanders: Trump tax cuts a barely disguised reward for billionaire donors: published 16 December 2017: � HYPERLINK http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/dec/16/bernie-sanders-tax-bill-republicans-trump ��www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/dec/16/bernie-sanders-tax-bill-republicans-trump� An interesting case study could be examined here to demonstrate this specific nexus between the large family donations made to the Republican Party, their apparent demands for a cut in taxation, and, whether this party successfully survives the Mid-Term Elections for 2020? However, this prediction is dependent upon both an informed public and their voting in an informed manner. It is through the relatively unpublished nature of donations, more often than not, that their influence in policy decision making is seemingly overlooked. On the other hand, when a party takes on the aura of being ‘corrupt’, through donations or otherwise, and that can be hard to separate, that such perceptions will not be overlooked forever; especially when the tides of political fortune will inevitably swing and ebb like the way of all tides.


� 	‘Improper’ could be defined both formally and informally. If a so-called influential quid pro quo is the explicit or implicit understanding of all parties concerned, despite political denials, then such a donation should be ruled as ‘improper’. ‘Informally’ we could argue that whatever inducements, positive or negative in nature, i.e., e.g., donations or threats of violence or worse, etc., are made an alter the form of representation such representatives are presenting then that, too, could be ruled as improper.


� 	President Trump, a person who seems to be surprisingly tone deaf for a such a superb salesperson, certainly received a record amount in small donation, but, it remains to be seen whether that support indicates he has heard his electorate other than his seeing as his ‘base’ from which to wreck the democratic establishment ak.a. the so-called ‘Washington swamp’?


� 	However, we should also be aware that ‘oversight’ has two meanings, namely, a critical looking over and a non-critical over-looking or looking past… without really seeing what should have been looked at. Similarly, ‘seeing through’ can also be construed as seeing into or just seeing past without a true review of that which should have been more seen through and, then, exposed when and where necessary.


� 	I would also add that any non-Middle Class and non-elite forms of a so-called Lower Class; i.e., a class with diminished socio-economic means and status, that they, too, should also be taken into any comprehensive political arrangements and suitably looked after by the former (through wealth transfers, better access to education, etc., etc.). The distribution of wealth, wealth generation and transfer (across generations), etc., as a probabilistic function means that some form of a Diminished Socio-Economic Class is inevitable if not, in practice, permanently present. In whatever form it finds itself, such a class also needs to be politically represented in a democracy and one way this has occurred is through the extension and utilization of the vote by such relatively disenfranchised peoples, etc. Unfortunately, Indigenous populations can also be represented at this end of the socio-economic spectrum (often through traditional disenfranchisement and disempowerment suggesting that the means of rectification must suitably address and redress such issues, etc., as well as those other issues that are also associated with a current lack of socio-economic means, etc.). In this regard, philosophically framed, just how is the ‘gap’ between Indigenous Australians and non-Indigenous Australians to be crossed when past and current policies obviously seem to have relatively failed in this objective of diminishing and removing this inequitable state of affairs. Perhaps successful policies constructed in the future could also be used to rectifying all form of relatively inequitable degrees of inequality be they class based, historically based, geographically based or gender based, etc.


� 	Earlier I noted: For convenience let me abbreviate these four broad topics as Reforms, Transparencies, Reversals and Innovations. In the headings of our two manifestoes (political-economic Striking Out and political Out Striking) they are more formally designated, respectively, by Circumscription/Imputation, Inscription/Reputation, Proscription/Re-Computation, and, Prescription/Disputation. (240) Basically, these labels are all valid – however, we have shifts in emphasis, purpose, etc.


� 	As introduced in paragraph no.12, examined in 375, etc.


� 	As first introduced in paragraph no. 215, etc.


� 	More likely, and more correctly, we would be simultaneously tweaking both genres and their allied con-texts in this process of innovative re-purposing.


� 	By ‘economic’ is meant an array of economic frames, e.g., the representational economy, enactive economy, predictive or consequential economy, judgmental economy, ordered economies (dealing with identity, aesthetics, ethical considerations, etc.), etc.


� 	A similar set of argument will also apply to the intentional co-formation of accommodations and transformations (and within the narrower confines of a particular distinction the parallel set of specific distinctions, combinatory-operations and transitions). These threefold classifications being exercised within the archetypal nature of an intentional economy whose specification will determine the type of economy in question. That the gestalt nature of an intentional field finds its general, particular and/or specific specification and treatment through such (non-systematic) existential nomination, hermeneutic synthesis and phenomenological-phenomenal analysis (as explored elsewhere).


� 	By ‘etc.’ is meant being examined in general, particular and specific terms of reference. This philosophical treatment of this broad topic of the re-normalizing of our democratic life-worlds naturally concentrating on the first two of these levels of exploration.


� 	By ‘etc.’ is meant the disruptive consequences being experienced in our democratic life-worlds from both within and outside those same life-worlds.


� 	As noted in paragraph 87 (and [18]).


� 	The specification of the following ‘etc.’s’ determining the legal remit and limits of those Commissions (with arbitration, when and where required, taking place within this First Commission).


� 	By ‘etc.’ here is meant the exploration of possible adverse policy settings, etc.


� 	That innovation, by its very nature, is a minor re-configuring of conventional genre practice that may or may not have radical consequences (that may have positive, negative and/or neutral e/valuations in valuational formation, etc.).


� 	I.e., e.g., directly through warfare, etc., or indirectly, through say forms of unauthorized cyber intervention, etc.


� 	With due considerations given to what (is currently to hand), why (is this area of policy being explored), and, how (is this transformation in policy settings to be instigated and assessed, etc.).


� 	Such ‘schemes’ may be Labor initiatives, still, they are now supported, supposedly, in a bi-partisan manner (despite the hiatus under Prime Minister Abbott’s deficit in leadership in regard to the former; despite such bi-partisanship being indicated by himself before his election). The use of this connative language indicates the conservative and neo-liberal leanings of this commentator.


� 	Refer to The Sydney Morning Herald, printed edition, Tuesday, January 23, 2018. This opinion piece, titled ‘Turnbull must seize the moment’, was written by Tom Switzer; research fellow at the Institute of Public Affairs. He is also a research associate at the United States Study Centre at the University of Sydney. Note my use of italics (indicates a neo-liberal ‘belief’ that trickle-down economics actually works when we have very little, if any, evidence that it does so). Interestingly, after writing this comment I found I was not alone in these thoughts: After citing this same dogmatic comment, as made above, Michael Pascoe, in the same publication, The Sydney Morning Herald, paper edition, January 27-28, 2018, on page 5 in the Business section states: And if they say it enough, some people might even believe it, contrary to solid evidence. The idea that prosperity cannot increase in a high-tax economy will come as quite a shock to the majority of the world’s best places to live/most successful nations/successful societies and the majority of the Top 10 will be high taxes. Earlier in this same article this author noted: A clear window on conservative thinking was opened on these pages by Tom Switzer… As usual with the tax cut chorus, it’s built on dogmatic assertions and unquestionable belief in conservative theories, carefully avoiding contradictions evident in the real world. This article was titled: Beware other boot after ScoMo tax cuts. (‘ScoMo’ refers to the current Australian treasurer ‘Scott Morrsion’. By ‘other boot’ is meant the fact that conservative calls for tax cuts also call for cuts in social welfare programs at the same time… further exacerbating inequality).


� 	In this stage I would place, e.g., both nineteenth century British parliamentary democracy and a variety of Communist forms of government, etc. Governments controlled by oligarchs could also be included here. Essentially, you have a class of people manoeuvring for political power through the formation and consolidation of power centers whose main ‘representatives’ must entertain some minimal degree of democratic co-recognition of those within such cabals in order to have them on side in this projection of ‘their’ power, etc. In Britain this system progressively took on a more democratic complexion through incremental electoral enfranchisement.


� 	Effectively, through the metaphorical ‘buying’ of their votes through electoral promises, legislative changes, etc. In both the external empowerment and internal enfranchisement of such minor life-worlds the residents in these minor life-worlds are better able to create their own histories, disseminate their own opinions, find their own political voice/s within the midst of an overall democratic life-world.


� 	Examined by myself in three separate volumes of essays under the abbreviated titles of Circulation, Transformation through Re-Self-Organization, and The Existential Economy.


� 	The ‘essential’ aspect refers to the distinctive phenomenological engagement we have within a certain situation, both from an appreciation of its specific uniqueness and its particular distinctiveness in type, whilst, in contrast, the aspect of its embeddedness refers to the distinctive phenomenological engagement we have with the apparent situatedness of that specific or particular type of relationship in question.


� 	I am trying to dialectically navigate between the eternal preservation of the ahistorical fact of the spontaneity of its intentionally redirected/re-directed deposition within the permanence of an ongoing causal inter-connectedness, and, the impermanent integrity of its material imprinting over a certain period of time that one might have expected that text to have been materially dis-aggregated in the light of its post-depositional history.


� 	E.g., the seeing of a red square in the field of vision as the intentional objective under focus, this act of vision occurring in a process of intentional seeing along with its inescapable association with a visual see-er (in which these two former senses of the intentional are themselves reviewed or ‘seen’ in higher meta-terms of reference). I.e., as per Edmund Husserl: a noematic object in an act of noesis reviewed through some associated form of transcendental subjectivity.


� 	As per Edmund Husserl.


� 	E.g., I will give you four eggs that you might cook two for myself and two for yourself. The delivery of this meal, consisting of two cooked eggs for myself, taking place after a short interval once these four eggs were handed over. Such ‘credit’ granted, an infinite host of possible permutations could follow.


� 	Implied in the ‘etc.’ are not only phenomenological descriptions but also hermeneutic meta-textual considerations of both genres and con-texts, existential e/valuations, considerations of logical consistency and form, ordered judgment, an appreciation of consequential performance, unintended consequences, etc.


� 	The following paragraphs dealing with these two senses of the expression ‘economic’ are telegraphing the outlines of a philosophy of the relational. In this section, however, the priority is with the economic in its conventional sense (rather than in its philosophical sense of a circulation of valuational formation; where ‘valuational formation’ comprises phenomenal-phenomenological identity, hermeneutical function of genres and con-textual framing, and, non-systematic existential value formation. I am hoping to flesh out these ideas elsewhere, some of which have already been explored in these three Critiques.


� 	The phenomenological-logical idea here is quite simple. Things should function in accordance with their characteristics. When I stand alone in front of this mirror I expect to see my face but not the face of a dead person or someone else alive if they were not also standing beside me. Or, if I were to attempt to determine if this apple were delicious to eat then this could be ascertained by my tasting and eating it. But, if I were interested in determining whether this apple was a non-virtual apple or a virtual apple, say, the latter was in a memory or in a dream, then I should find that, in having eaten it, it would to some extent satisfactorily resolved any physiological sense of hunger I might have experienced beforehand or in the immediate future.


� 	Realistically speaking, all philosophical and non-philosophical ideas can be treated as controversial, framed in such a manner that introduces doubt, etc. Equally, no position should be treated as absolutely correct, or incorrect, and therefore beyond controversial inducing forms of interrogation, etc. At the end of the day, what the critic should be looking for in the presentation of such positions is a clear outline of that intent, that an opponent demonstrates an understanding of the same, a certain positive level of competency in argumentation, a positiveness to obtained through the consequential alignment of one’s own self with that position enacted in a critically open manner, and, a recognition that such treatment should also note the limitations of such positioning, meta-positioning, etc. Or, we might argue that such treatment is suitable, for the purposes to hand, if enacted properly (in a non-contradictory manner), appropriately (in a coherent frame of reference; i.e., effectively and efficiently), and, is apposite to the purposes of such overall intent (in an existential manner; be that non-systematically and/or systematically or in orientation)


� 	The trend imputed here being from individual applications to their effective universalization, then to their integration (among themselves), and, then on to their interconnected integration with all other forms of software, and, where, too, we have the integrated interconnection of most, if not all, forms of hardware as well.


�	The wide-spread ramifications of these innovations might well enter into each and every one of these Commissions, however the Fifth Commission is primarily oriented to explore innovations whilst the First Commission would produce formal recommendations for political, economic and political-economic types of response.


� 	Some relative forms of circumscription might need to be legally imposed when this right is being abused, say, if the person in question was seriously abusing others on the Internet. Political proscription should not be permitted in a democratically oriented political life-world, but, unfortunately, is inevitable in a non-democratically constituted political life-world. Hopefully, means will be proffered where such circumscriptions can be circumvented (as currently occur with VPNs).


� 	I am reminded here of my travels through India, some years ago; where I had an eight-day itinerary to closely adhere to. I had travelled from Patna to Gaya, across Bihar, by bus and had to work out how to get to Bodhgaya from Gaya; about sixteen kilometres away. It was almost sunset and I had booked accommodation in Bodhgaya. Some enterprising people on the bus had asked where I was headed and realizing I needed to get to Bodhgaya had used their mobile to contact a friend or family member with a taxi which I could use to travel that final section of my day’s journey. Travelling across the dry countryside, only a few weeks before the advent of the monsoon, I felt that it would have been very easy to have been murdered for the very few dollars I had left on me. But my companions were much more interested in talking about the latest cricket. Effectively, the innovative use of innovations occurs on a specific level of deployment (and that such an idea is built into a UAI when suitably equipped with AI with a reasonable semantic appreciation of the aspirations of daily life).


� 	In effect, I am arguing that a Universal Governmental Imputer (UGI), soon to be introduced, would depend upon the prior establishment of this Universal Denominative Identifier.


� 	Very creative minds, for good or bad, will try to get around all forms of obstruction. We could imagine someone blackmailing a certain person and through such coercion get them to ‘hand over’ these two security answers, indeed, all security questions that could be asked to that extent this was possible? Then, with such information, proceed to rob the bank accounts of the first person assuming all their finances are integrated under the umbrella of a UFI (Universal Financial Integrator) and the blackmailer knows how to access such accounts, etc. To guard against this form of identity theft, or similar, perhaps we would need to include fingerprint scans, iris scans, etc. Perhaps even using a carefully acquired DNA sample to uniquely define that same person and then to re-verify such identity?


� 	A post transactional period could also be designed in which the funds are held in some form of escrow until a successful delivery is realized and confirmed; when that transaction is successfully completed for all parties?


� 	I would also argue that all free-trade negotiations would be better conducted in an atmosphere of open transparency, limited accountability and full responsibility. Conducted in secrecy, such negotiations have taken on a sinister complexion for many that may well prove to be eventually counter-productive given populists who simplistically condemn such complex negotiations (that, it is true, may not always be necessary fair, free or well-balanced for all the parties concerned).


� 	For a succinct article dealing with this issue of innovative disruption by, e.g., Airbnb and the generally unsuccessful piecemeal approaches to limiting its legal standing in a plethora of jurisdictions, the reader might like to refer to a recent article in The Australian Financial Review, Monday 29 January, 2018, p2, in the regular column headed Page 2 by Jennifer Hewett. This article is titled: NSW dithers while Airbnb grows. The author notes that “As of November, there were more than 120,000 Airbnb “listings” in Australia–up by 40 per cent over the previous year… and nearly 5 million people use the service in Australia.” This article also notes that “The global phenomenon means that there are on average 2.5 million Airbnb stays on any one night around the world out of 4.5 million listings overall.” If people democratically vote with their wallets how could pure proscription ever work? On the other hand, negotiations may well be able to pave the way for more socially acceptable approaches to such a phenomenon. If ‘noise’ or ‘the trashing of premises’ are found to be issues for suffering neighbours then perhaps those same neighbours should be paid for that inconvenience, and, that, ultimately, to that end in mind, the temporary stayers should be charged such a bond that is only returned if such issues do not arise? That, in this regard, perhaps neighbours should also be allowed to fairly rate the staying guests resident in their apartment buildings, an element that would assist hosts, in their choice of future residence, if those same hosts had access to such reviews? The moral here being that once Pandora’s box is opened proscription is nigh impossible, but, in contrast, avenues of negotiation, preferably conducted as early as possible, might smooth the course of that innovative form of disruption! That, in this regard, long-term, a win-win type of negotiated response may well prove to be more effective in redressing such disruptions.


� 	In this Ninth Compartment (rather than a more open Department) these specialists could be just referred to as ‘Officers’.


� 	E.g., contra President Trump.


� 	To be such a ‘double agent’ one would need, metaphorically, to wear a different hat and be clearly seen as doing so (even if not literally). 


� 	My complex argument could be constructed as follows: that we have politicians and we have a commercial world and for policies to be implemented they need to be realized through practical, economic means. So, such a system must interact and that intermediaries would be necessary since the primary business of a politician should be politics (and not running a business, telling a business what they should do, or, we should also add, their ever-raising money for their political parties, etc.). Similarly, businesses should not be in the direct business of politics for a number of reasons already stated. Then, the critical dimension of the political-economy is also overlooked, just as each of these sub-disciplines also has a relatively more critical aspect, namely, matters dealing with oversight, accountancy and compliance. Hence this political-economic matrix as proposed. Moreover, from an historical observation of conventions it would appear that different degrees and manners of directness and/or professional insulation or distance appear to have been called for. But, like all representations of an imputed reality the devil is in the detail since representations are also inherently misrepresentative at the same time given that no representation can be exactly as presented and be self-represented at that same time! Just as a title attached to a book may be both ‘part; of that book but also ‘about’ that book and hence this misrepresentative tension (that can only be resolved in an ongoing fashion to that degree we come to understand to what extent such representations are mispresenting that presented for representation. Through the ongoing rectification of such qualifications, such a tension can be relatively negotiated but never absolutely navigated (across). Just as, e.g., a title to a book can never be the book per se (even if we were to write a short ‘book’ in the form of a mere title different perspectives here would still rule out their absolute coincidence!)).


� 	I.e., we must not assume that the imputed valuational formation, e.g., in a certain political frame of reference can be directly translated into an ‘equivalent’ political-economic frame of reference, or v.v.


� 	Refer to such political concepts in my set of essays titled Politics as the Art of the Possible, Part I.


� 	The innovative scope of the countering of these negative influences and the promotion of positive influences going beyond merely treating a neo-liberal condition to the re-consolidation of the democratic nature of this prospect of our democratic life-worlds (given other adverse influences need also to be dealt with such as, e.g., cyber intrusions, divisive populism, organized crime, corrupt political and economic processes, forms of political-economic disruption, increasing levels of inequality, an unsettling fearfulness about the rapidly changing nature of work and communications, etc., etc.).


� 	I would argue that we are already seeing a series of radical contestments of this discourse in the light an increasing consensus that the neo-liberal condition must be treated and a new point of view must replace its hitherto uncontested presuppositions, suppositions and post-suppositions. I.e., with regard to this list of pre-suppositions, etc., e.g., the pronouncement that austerity is the best political-economic treatment of choice, that it should seriously be considered now, and, that it will successfully rectify distortions and dis-equilibriums in any and all of our current political-economies. A gangrenous foot or leg might need to be amputated, but, chopping a foot or leg is not going to help that patient to successfully exercise through walking or running. Or, the fact ‘that austerity might work on some occasions’ should not be read to imply that it will work in all situations, or, for that matter, even in many situations.


� 	Ideally, and practically, on a collective set of grounds ranging from the logically well-constructed to explorations of an evidence-based position; from phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential points of reference, etc., to that type of world that consensus has already decided is to be desired or could be found more desirable through well-expedited political dissemination, etc. Policy formation, and its democratic reformation, needs to be well-grounded politically, economically and stylistically. All this starts politically (and theoretically), but, must not end upon the shifting quick sands of politics. Hence the need for the suitable and successful expedition of both political debate and political dissemination, etc! Other factors could well be inflation, disruptions in food supply or other essentials, loss of employment opportunities, excessive levels of crime, etc.


� 	That the first quarter of our Manifestoes is concerned with the pre-conditions for well-functioning democracy, namely, circumscription. The second quarter is concerned with positive conditions, namely, the promotion of a transparency of inscription; arguing that transparency, etc., promotes better democratic practice and thence a better functioning democracy. The third quarter deals with negative conditions that stem from a relatively increased public sense of mis-equity and as a result are treated as that to be proscribed (and to be removed through cessation, reversal, deconstruction and reconstruction although the relatively conventional, non-innovative nature of this aspect of our topic naturally gives a preference to cessation and reversal of adverse trends in this regard). The last quarter is post-conditional and future oriented and acts as a description of such aspirations, namely, the rectification of this trend for increasing levels of  mis-equity and the adverse consequences that flow on subsequently in its wake.


� 	Some have also argued that in the American political system, e.g., that “party activists, financial donors and lobbyists wield disproportionate power, pulling progressive Democrats further to the left and conservative Republicans to the right… Donors and lobbyists wield influence not only over politicians with whom they engage but via the threat of campaigning and donating against politicians with whom the don’t and won’t. For many, the big fear of crossing the floor in Congress is of being replaced with an intra-party rival who will toe the line drawn by the pressure groups”. As a result, bipartisanship has consequently suffered. Refer to The Australian Financial Review, 25-28 January, 2018, in an article by John Kehoe, titled: America is divided, but not as much as politicians.


� 	A national body dealing with issues like corruption would be a good start in this direction. A formalization of the relations between various aspects of the nine-fold political-economy could well be another (especially in the Trumpian era where tacit conventions and regulations are being either dismantled, ignored, reversed or completely overridden). The permitting of only small donations, registered in real time, in part or in full, would also be one very sensible way to avoid accepting donations from a citizen of your country who is also representing a foreign power.


� 	E.g., using your foreign nationals to spy on another country and disseminate misinformation, etc. or have the foreign nationals of another country spy in your country and there disseminate misinformation (as a form of non-digital interference) versus cyber interference in democratically constituted electoral processes (as a form of digital interference), etc. 


� 	As noted in paragraphs 514-531, etc.


� 	My italics. My preference would be for both small donations and adequate and fair public funding.


� 	We have more than enough ‘evidence’ for the need for this reform in any objective examination of the effects donations have had in the beverage industry re their blocking of a ‘sugar tax’ as one measure to counter the ‘obesity epidemic’ , and, the overwriting of opioid prescriptions at the urging of the pharmaceutical industry as one measure aiding an epidemic in opioid dependency as noted by myself earlier.


� 	A classic example of this is the so-called ‘Gap’ and many failed policies attempts to address this gap, in a ‘Closing of the Gap’. This Gap being between mortality statistics, incomes, un/employment rates, savings, home ownership, etc. It is my belief, perhaps more an intuition, that if this issue were suitably and successfully addressed we would also find a transferable model to deal with the political problem for democracies, exacerbated by ideological neo-liberalism, from increasing inequality or inequity in non-indigenous populations as well. 


� 	In effect, a transcendental suspension is maintained through the balanced paralleling of both differentiation and integration that then allows us to represent that pro-relational dimension as an existential surplus or excess or residue that emerges above and beyond the relative materiality of its relational basis. This relational difference (as a pro-relational difference or differential) being viewed in non-reductive, emergent terms of reference. We can then evaluate the value of this differential or difference as a meta-differential or meta-difference, and, then, seek for their integration in the form of a non-differential or non-difference (as first examined in my Theological essay, Volume II, and, in later work on the nature of disciplines).


� 	Overseeing both too much competition leading to monopolies, e.g., and too little competition through a lack of sufficient or effective competition.	


� 	A classic example of innovations already pre-desired would be the commercial imperative of obtaining a truly flat screen for computers, and, even more so, for the functional useability of mobiles or cell-phones.


� 	In the scheme I am suggesting we operate within a textual economy of phenomenological texts, hermeneutical meta-textual genres and con-texts and non-systematic existential modes of non-textual valuation;  i.e., in a representational economy (i.e., consisting of such textual presentations, meta-textual representations and non-systematic existential non-textual re-presentations of re-iterable indications of valuational formation), and, that this overall textual economy, etc., is embraced in an ordered economy where sixth ordered factual verification is arrived at by ascertaining that we can effectively integrate such a process of determination within this world as we currently believe it to be constituted and mapped accordingly.


� 	Basically, this shift from first person singular reports to first person plural reports, and v.v., or, to or from second or third person reports, etc., being transcendentally possible and obtainable by virtue of the intersubjectivity of the meta-textual dimension in textual formation given the public nature of genres of behaviour and the referential nature of con-textual representations.


� 	My classical example here is that of an architect designing a bridge. They must ensure the bridge neither falls down nor injures people, and, is built within an economic range of costs that would normally be expected in such construction. A good architect might also appeal to a second order aesthetical dimension in the building of this bridge as well (again without making that construction too expensive, etc., in both building costs and in ongoing costs of upkeep, etc.). In effect, certain meta-rules are in place, e.g., certain regulations, stipulations, expectation, etc., that, in observing, make for the harmonized expedition of such a building project. Or, by implication, demonstrating that these relatively incommensurable orders are not absolutely incommensurable, etc.


� 	Looked at in more detail in the next two paragraphs.


� 	In a more detailed exposition this should be read as: consistent, internal textual propriety, external situational meta-textual appropriateness of genres and con-texts, and, an ensuing existential appositeness of our intentional horizons in terms of our subjective and inter-subjective aspirations. As might pertain to an aspirational economy, etc. This threefold ‘what, why and how’ being cashed out through the ‘application; of this eightfold scheme.


� 	The mnemonic fourfold formula here is taking (a provisional stance), staking (out an evidential position), making (a dialectical-like process of suspension), and, shaking (off potentially relevant objections).


� 	Suspension should be for a short period of ‘political’ time rather than being allowed to rattle around in some form of convenient or inconvenient policy limbo. In this regard I am reminded of the policy contest over whether the proposed Adani coalmine in Queensland should be supported or not; a debate that has been paralyzed by opposing factions within both the Coalition and Labor… although the controversial record of this company does not inspire much confidence. Being left in such a limbo, this proposal has taken on a more symbolic stance (in a deeper polarized contest between a de-ontological, ‘Green’, environmental type of position versus a pragmatic aspiration for more jobs; especially for this provincial region. However, it would appear, even if this proposal were to finally get financial backing and operate, that the number of permanent jobs it would create would be miniscule given that the company’s policies indicate that this complex would be would fully automated from “pit to port”).


� 	A triple focus noting my additional eightfold categories as found in paragraph 614. A quadruple focus noting the additional fourfold scheme as entailed in paragraph 615. Thence, in this extended notation, e.g., {1.1.1} or e.g., {1.1.1.1} (or {1.1.0.1} if this third focus is overlooked, etc.).


� 	By ‘positive critique’ I mean a critique where, on balance, positive features are found that can be used to recommend that policy formularization. By ‘negative’ is meant critical defects are discerned that need to addressed before that policy is given a final form should it arrive at this endpoint in current political thematization. By ‘active critique’ is meant the anticipated and/or observed implications to be discerned within its non-virtual and/or virtual enactment. By ‘passive’ is meant in what manner the implementation of that policy will have on the ensuing re-constitution of that policy formation itself.


� 	These categories are ad hoc but are designed as a provisional introduction to the existential testing of policy formulations; be they relatively innovative in orientation or relatively conventional. In a commission or investigative committee, like a Sixth Commission as outlined, scrutiny can be of any of the twenty-four topics as listed or any others that might be added to this list or some other listing. A two-fold inspection observes a topic subjected to the twelve headings in our second column (or those other headings as thought relevant for such a more detained form of exploration). A threefold exploration invoking the third column as well or some other equivalent approach (that deals with the aspirational economy in closer detail). A four-fold version taking into account the categories of Taking, etc.


� 	A process of privatization might save consumers/taxpayers over the period of the first ten years but, after that medium-term time-frame, it could well become more expensive overall given these commercial tendencies for conservation, meta-conservation, appropriation, monopolization, etc. 


 	The reader might like to refer to an apposite article published in The Conversation, by John Quiggin, titled People have lost faith in privatization and it’s easy to see why; August 10, 2016. Especially note comments expressed by Rod Sims who oversaw a number of such recent schemes in Australia. Link: � HYPERLINK "https://www.google.com.au/amp/s/theconversation.com/amp/people-have-lost-faith-in-privatisation-and-its-easy-to-see-why-63198" �https://www.google.com.au/amp/s/theconversation.com/amp/people-have-lost-faith-in-privatisation-and-its-easy-to-see-why-63198� 


� 	E.g., the NRA (National Rifle Association) in the US, through the political pressure of its donations, would seem to be the most prominent obstacle to enacting legislation that would oversee sensible gun control. By ‘duty’ is meant in a broad sense from the de-ontological to the pragmatic. E.g., ‘smoking kills’ so it would be more cost effective for governments, etc., to run or sponsor programs aimed at stopping people from taking up this addictive habit or to help them give up smoking rather than later having to pay the social cost of their medical bills, an earlier death, etc.


� 	On 22 December 2018.


� 	This ‘835’ has been more accurately estimated as ‘82.8%’ This fraction kicks in when tax exemptions for the Middle Class expire after 2025.


� 	Another way to describe this misguided trickle-down economic theory… if it could be given this exalted status of a theory… which is more like a belief or an article of faith. It is true that increased profits do promote job growth to some extent, but, the latter are never able to replace the taxation given away rendering this type of policy seriously unfunded. Given the recent growth of profits one must wonder why that enormous pile of cash on deposit is not out there promoting the growth of jobs? More often than not it is either held as cash on deposit or returned to shareholders in the form of dividends or the buying back of shares.


� 	According to the New York Times: Corporate Profits Grow and Wages Decline; by Floyd Norris, 4 April, 2014. In this article in the first paragraph we are told that “Corporate profits are at their highest level in at least 85 years. Employee compensation is a the lowest in 65 years.” Or, in Australia, profits have kept growing but overall wages have recently just posted a small decline. So much for the trickle-down theory of economics even before it is instituted through legislation!


� 	Or if a company had to radically change direction in the nature of its business, etc. 


� 	E.g., rendering departments dysfunctional, loss of institutional memory, staff usually replaced by more expensive consultants (who, in many instances, may have worked in that same department employing the same), lack of supervision with cost overruns arising through that lack of oversight, so-called ‘efficiency dividends’ defined in short-sighted, short-term criteria versus long-term consequences and expenses that are not properly taken into account, etc. A prime example of this small government attitude can be found currently in Trump’s America where, e.g., a number of ambassadorships have still not been filled, etc.


� 	Ideally, we might say companies should create value, preserve, conserve and meta-conserve the same, as well as then monopolizing the local landscape and, ultimately, becoming a trans-national.


� 	Refer to the Guardian: Saturday 24, February 2018.


� 	For the record, in this sentence I am being ironic.


� 	Edmund Husserl defines this correlativity as a noetic (functional second intentional sense)-noematic (objective first intentional sense) correlativity. In my exploration of economic phenomena, as previously indicated, I propose a tripolar set of correlativities (within an overall tripolar correlativity whose dynamic balance mirrors the ‘ongoing, overall transcendental suspension’ as re-defined by myself [and which also parallels the ‘overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension’ as also defined by myself]).


� 	The aspirational economy, at its basis, is an intentional economy rewritten through a lens of desire as ‘aspiration’. Now, in effect, it links ‘what’ (there is to hand) to a ‘why’ (as its own self-apaprent reason of where we wish to aspire) with a ‘how’ (that pragmatically takes us from the former to the latter… and, therein and thereafter, engineers this economy). That, all three aspects, and skills, mutually co-define each other (negatively), and, must be necessarily co-present in order to run this overall aspirational economy.


� 	That the interaction between images, tropes, genres and con-texts, etc., helps us to ‘see’ what is being setup. Indeed, that such scrutiny of these devices will act as picture-tools, aka movie-tools… and so on to holographic-tools… in which, through the integrated complicity of a set of genres as outlined, we should be allowed us to closely critique, and through reiteration re-critique, this supposedly insightful presentation, indeed, expose it so it can be encountered, recognized and engaged, i.e., interacted with and closely observed in a critical philosophical sense along with an observance of any implicit/explicit call to action that might appear to be bundled up in the process of that insightful formation, as to be found imputed in that insightful economy.


� 	It is ‘true’ that Santa Claus rides a deer-driven sleigh, but, on the other hand, we would not look for that sleigh or for the track made by that sleigh.


� 	By running a representational economy of (phenomenal-phenomenological/textual) presentation, (hermeneutical/meta-textual) representation and (non-systematic existential/non-textual) re-presentation.


� 	It is my intention, soon, to soon write a short paper on the notorious Devin Nunes’ Memo in order to demonstrate this idea that texts with deceptive intentions are more prone to disintegrate under critical, deconstructive pressure. (Refer to Appendix B?).


� 	I.e., an alignment between two or more elements, and, where those elements might be separable identities, different factors in an identity and/or different dialectical aspects or polar facets or moments within a certain economy.


� 	Invoking both a meta-transformation philosophy of retreatment as explored elsewhere and a representational philosophy/economy that invokes correlations, alignments and transformations between categories (and the paralleling of identities, accommodations and transitions within categories). Such a philosophical is to be seen as an approach that completely replaces a so-called ‘First Philosophy’. Refer, e.g., to the penultimate section of the extended essay in my Theology, Volume II.


� 	I have argued on a number of occasions that textual entracement (of the textual process of deposition) occurs on a number of parallel modalities. E.g., walking along a beach we are laying down memories, being seen by others, a trail of footprints and possible trail of skin cells and beads of sweat, etc., etc. Theoretically, this list of parallel traces could be treated as infinitely open in terms of modalities co-opted etc, but, those modalities that are found to be accessible for us would be limited in number. Interestingly, these parallel trails can sometimes be hermeneutically used to confirm/re-confirm apparent intent, etc. These concurrent trails can also be used non-concurrently in a more broad form of hermeneutic determination of apparent intent. E.g., the murderer bought rat poison, a rope, a gun, an axe and a knife at different times. Their murder victim was found to have been shot by the murderer who also had near to hand both an axe and a knife. Then, exploring their Internet search histories they were found to have researched how to kill people with rat poison of the kind found in their residence. Then, in contrast to such non-concurrent concurrency it was noted the same murderer was seen in the area of the murder around the time of the murder (despite their denial), their mobile said they were in the same vicinity of the murder in that same time period, and, that their fingerprints were found on a half-drunk glass of water in the same room as the murder. The comparative inspection of these apparently parallel textual trails of entracement also have a hermeneutic dimension to the same being meta-textual in orientation.


� 	This distinction might seem to be arcane or otiose. But, it is needed to differentiate it from an overall, systematic sense of the ongoing existential realized through the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension realized through entertaining a dynamic balance between the three poles of the type of economy being invoked. So, e.g., if we were exploring the pro-relational, existential economy then we would need to say that this dimension of the existential is ‘introduced’ through this aspect of the non-systematic existential but is ‘fully experienced’ through this suspension being realized at the center of this economy in which all three poles are entertained in a form of dynamic balance.


� 	Of course, the question as to why a specific incentive in a certain cycle of aspirational unfolding should be seen as its own apparent incentive leads us on to ask a series of questions, such as, e.g., why is that incentive an incentive for us as a person, is it subjectively and inter-subjectively beneficial in pro-relational terms of reference, where in a hierarchy of needs does it fit, what is given up in order to seek out a realization of that incentive, what are the ramifications of such aspirations, and so on? 


� 	Apologies for channeling the tragic train wreck of the current Amercian Presidency.


� 	This expression ‘winners’ is meant in both a literal and ironic sense. Normally, extreme outliers on the political spectrum should be ‘losers’ in a general election, but, in time of greater polarization (with a greater difference between real centers and objective centers) they may well get themselves elected beyond their primaries or processes of pre-selection.


� 	In Australia, this one strand of politically accepted donations, that should not be considered politically acceptable, places, e.g., the hastily put together Pink Batts Scheme (for the national roll-out of thermal insulation of ceilings), and its small handful of deaths from electrocution, in comparison, almost positively in the shade. One must wonder, therefore, why the obvious root causes of this opioid epidemic, namely donations, are being ever-overlooked by the same politicians beholden to such short-sighted ‘largesse’. ‘Bargain’ has a number of apposite denotations and connotations here.


� 	I.e., decision/s to do x, not to do x, to do nothing in the form of making any decisions re x.


� 	The fact that the ‘existential’ orientation is a holistic openness to the existential fact ‘that wholes are experiential greater than the sum of their parts’ we can run a ‘spiritual philosophy’ in this same regard without direct reference to a religious philosophy per se.


� 	E.g., if the master does not minimally care for their slave or slaves those slaves will die. Or, if all slaves were treated as expendable, without minimal care, still, the quality and quantity of their labour would not be very satisfactory given that new slaves would need to be taught and without minimal care such coerced labour might be absolutely withdrawn.


� 	Hence the twin concepts of ‘insurance’ and ‘assurance’. I.e., in making a propositional claim, any claim, we always have the insurance of retracing its representational form back to a point where we can then argue for an assurance that we have probably got that part correct, or if not, continuing to retrace such ascription till this status is arrived at. E.g., I believe X is telling me a lie. They said there are still six apples in the fruit bowl in the kitchen but I believe this person has eaten one, leaving five. The existence of the kitchen, fruit bowl; with apples in it recently, this person X and myself are all not in dispute. Any discrepancy in this representational proposition can be dealt with through the retaking of evidence and historical interpretation/reinterpretation. I re-see the fruit bowl and see four apples now in same, but, remember eating one and placing a second in my lunch box which I know is still there. Insurance suggest we can retrace our representational descriptions in order to arrive at a point of relative assurance. The implicit modelling here is that of telling a lie where only a few small details have been modified in order to create the lie. In other words, to tell a lie we must tell the truth first in order to then tweak a few of those details (in the context of a creating a dishonest counter-narrative). Of course, this hypothetical possibility for propositional rectification and re-alignment in truth determinations may not be able to accessed through limitations on time, space, testimony, historical accounts, a relative lack of all forms of potential textual evidence, etc. E.g., we know when Caesar crossed the Rubicon but do we know what he had for breakfast, the weather that day, the moment in time he actually decided to go ahead with this decision, etc., etc.


� 	These four points being: all representation can never be absolutely wrong; should not be treated as absolutely right and verified; such expression must (re)present some level of relative veracity; and, that apparent truth value(/s) reflects, to some extent, the ‘integrity’ of its textual deposition, dissemination, reinterpretation, etc. ‘Integrity’ as meant in both a moral sense of being truthful and as having been arrived at through an ongoing harmonic resolution of textual materials as treated in the course of it textual production, etc.


� 	Hermeneutically, we might seek forms of alignment/re-alignment between these parallel strands of textual formation be they wittingly and/or unwittingly deposited. The murderer in walking past a CCTV camera recording the passing of their passage may have left a series of image that no one would have viewed, but, in seeking to confirm the fact that this person was in the vicinity of that crime, that their mobile records that they were in the area at the time of this murder, such inadvertent textual traces get reviewed. Then, the murderer may have left fingerprints, footprints, blood, personal possessions at the site of this murder, be witnessed nearby, may not possess a creditable alibi, etc. (and that this anecdote, in effect, illustrate this concept of parallel textual deposition that could be used to argue for forms of textual alignment, etc.).


� 	With President Trump, well-documented as being ever duplicitous, we could ask ourselves, on an individual case of a specific instance of lying, whether he was being serious or merely wishful? Then, to what extent he was actually ontologically or epistemologically committed, or over-committed to the same. Given his frequent ability to lie and then deny the same position some time later it would seem to imply that he may have a relative under-investment in his acts of duplicity? If Hilary Clinton had lied I am sure she would have been quickly taken to task. This asymmetry could be explained by the person who has the major discourse (at least before their constituents) is relatively immune or less prone to such cross-examination? But, it could also be argued that a year later President Trump has lost the major discourse, especially in the potential light of a Democrat reversal in the Mid-Term Elections should that materialize? Given the apparent contemporary ineffectualness of true facts and the persistence of so-called’ alternative facts’ perhaps we should view this recent anomaly as one where narratives have been promoted and the potential strength of a much-invested counter-narrative is well able to override fact-checking, being called to account, etc. E.g., the Republican desire and hope that ‘Trump did not collude with the Russians’ is so strong that its re-assertion is being called for despite the growing evidence that this occurrence was most likely knowingly engineered from this President down (and de-legitimizing his presidency, and, that many top Republicans are now implicated in its continuing coverup? What might have seemed a good election ploy at the time now has the potential to also destroy this presidency directly or indirectly)?


� 	Because, in effect, we are talking ‘about’ how translational exposure is possible (in both transcendental and practical, non-transcendental terms).


� 	By ‘etc.’ is meant hermeneutic and non-systematic existential forms of treatment as well (as phenomenal-phenomenological forms of treatment) (in and through a range of relevant economies such as, e.g., intentional, representational, judgmental, enactive, consequential, ordered, etc.).


� 	In technical language, we could say that these three correlates (be they treated either in general, particular and/or specific terms of reference) basically have the same alignment (as all fall within the same accommodation of ‘car’).


� 	E.g., this is a chair, it is made of wood and is an antique (being made by Thomas Chippendale), and is an empirically observable object (should you be able to stand in front of it here in Dumfries House). On the other hand, this empirically observable object is a table, it too is wood, but, resides in Sydney and is the table upon which I am currently typing this sentence. Note the hierarchical structuring of the sense descriptions being used to depict these two different objects. In effect, I am arguing that that the semantic sense of an object or state is mapped by differences in this hierarchical structure that places different intentional content in different places in our world, and, places in the same place different senses that actually appear to have the same reference. So, in the classic example of the ‘Morning Star’ is the ‘Evening Star’ because both stellar phenomena have the same reference, namely, ‘Venus’.


� 	I also use the word ‘transcendental’ in an interrelated passive sense as the transcendental grounds of possibility that a certain intentional presentation be necessarily constituted in a certain manner and only in that a priori manner. So, e.g., a triangle in flat Euclidian space must have three internal angles that in addition must equal 180 degrees, etc.


� 	That the expression ‘transcendental’, in its active sense, must be trans-intentional, trans-cognitive, trans-conceptual and trans-perceptual, trans-economic, judgmental, etc., as well as being equal to existential, pro-relational, pro-resolutional, harmonic, etc.


� 	E.g., in a perceptual field operating between a perceptual focus and a perceptual background there also arises, through their dynamic balance, a corresponding sense of transcendental-subjectivity, namely, a perceptual-perceiver.


� 	By ‘etc.’ is here meant objects, object-states, states, other persons as found embodied, the embodied representation of organization and institutions, etc.


� 	By ‘etc.’ is here meant others, organizations, communities, institutions, nations, international relations, etc.


� 	So, a person starving for some time, e.g., should be given nutritious food (in keeping with their religious persuasions should that be necessary), they should not be overfed, and, in manner that does not cause further complications but ensures their full survival.


� 	We see this non-factual re-e/valuation of events within a narrative/counter-narrative when the Republicans, e.g., collectively imply or say that ‘President Trump did not collude with the Russians’ (contrary to such increasing levels of evidence that that happened), or, ‘President Obama was slack on Russian interference’ when Trump had done even less, if not actually nothing in that same regard, or, Russian interference was initiated by the Democrats under the leadership of Hilary Clinton, etc., etc. All such historical re-e/valuation would be laughable if it were not for the possible adverse consequences that might flow from such patent forms of non-alignment or poor alignment with more critical forms of historical appreciation (that would most likely be constructed/reconstructed by critical professional historians rather than non-professional historical  ideologues who merely wish to re-write history from their preferred narrational point of view [and from the pre-assumed perspective of a political winner in this same regard?]).


� 	E.g., as explored on a number of occasions, dream apples may be experienced as intensely delicious, but, unable to satisfactorily sate my physiological hunger; unlike the eating of non-virtual apples. Moreover, in lived reality, non-virtual apples are more easily inspected close up, have a greater semblance of existential richness of detail (given that such detail is not imaginatively created but imaginatively perceived along with a greater sense of existential novelty being received in that same regard).


� 	I am thinking here, e.g., of the Devin Nunes’ infamous ‘Memo’ where the text bewails the fact that an American citizen, a short-term member of Trump’s election team, namely Carter Page, was subjected to periods of surveillance. Conveniently overlooked is the fact that this person had already been a person of interest to the intelligence services given his frequent trips to Russia, his support for the lifting of sanctions, his meeting with top Russian political figures (even if originally denied), his claim of having close connections to the Russian Government, etc. Moreover, periods of surveillance imply that a judge, every three months, must be satisfied that this person should be someone who merits the continuation of such close monitoring, etc.


� 	Refer to Appendix C: The ‘Nunes Memo' as a Salutary Lesson in Self-Deceptive Self-Deconstruction in an Alternative Universe – Seizing the Major Discourse or Seizing Up in a Non-Alternative Universe?  


� 	By ‘etc.’ is primarily meant here the damage done through populism and its associated wayward forms of demagoguery along with other ideological ‘isms’ that might also have been invoked in the train of neo-liberalism (such as racism, excessive nationalism, isolationism, promotion of forms of exclusivity at the expense of a more general inclusivity, and so on|).


� 	Channeling, e.g., Bob Dylan. He was right, at that time, around 1964, ideological neo-liberalism was ‘astirring’. Today, this ideological force needs to be revoked and the damage undone, deconstructed and a process of rectification through existential re-construction inaugurated and brought to completion.


� 	I have tried to foresee what this change, between eras, might entail. I have seen this transition as one of increased reflexivity, especially on the part of audiences, and, as a culture more committed to transcendental spontaneity and existential enrichment of our relationships. Perhaps we should also view this era as one of radical disruption, and, as one characterized by extreme forms of convergence as indicated in my throught experiments relating to UAI’s, UBI’s, UCI’s, etc. Alas, optimism here might well be contrasted with a pessimism that could be as equally well-founded? Perhaps, in the tidal to and fro of political discourse and practice, and an ensuing electoral disenchantment, disruptive and despotically co-opted forms of anti-democratic populism can be successfully usurped by a communal spirit that instigates a re-invigorated democratization of our political life-worlds. The outline of various manifestoes explored in these three critiques has been propounded on the optimism of this more hopeful eventuality.


� 	Normally, we ‘co-op’ and appropriate new technologies that, in turn, culturally ‘co-op’ us and alter the way we see the world. But, in an era of interconnected and re-interconnecting informational technologies, this co-option is increasing becoming asymmetrical to the extent this integration is becoming ‘one’ amorphous, virtual technology (that will know infinitely more about us, for good or bad, than we might ever get to know if it). This asymmetry left unchecked also means that checks and balances currently in place, with some degree of compliance, could well be left behind with adverse political-economic consequences, etc. In this same vein the neo-liberal, anti-regulatory bias of the Trump administration is not going to help in this regard and, I am sure, much of that deleted regulation accompanied with diminished levels of compliance will have to be reversed and existentially re-constructed, etc. Hopefully, not needing to be confronted when a new crisis manifests itself on same pre-conditional grounds that reman poorly regulated through either over-regulation and/or under-regulation along with being accompanied by poor, absent or obstructed forms of compliance.


� 	Refer to paragraph no. 5, e.g.


� 	A case in point. In Australia there has been increasing political concern over the continual escalation in the cost of housing, along with rental accommodation becoming ever more expensive, and, some politicians have formed the viewed that by giving first home buyers a bonus to help them buy their first home that they are actually assisting this section of the market when, in reality, they are making the cost of housing even dearer for everyone as prices rise to absorb that additional finance placed in that same market. Better, over the longer-term, would be to reverse those pre-conditional factors that are contributing to such prices much faster than inflation, etc., such as .e.g., negative gearing, reduced taxation on the capital gains arising from the buying and selling of property, foreign purchasing of housing (and their sometimes non-utilization), the banks favoring investment buyers who already have assets to back new mortgages, the reluctance of older people to downsize as the unintended consequences of rules concerning pensions, etc., etc. Obviously, this is one area, in Australia, where a Future Manifesto needs to formulate a targeted specification of its remit (as a call for such focused forms of political change that attempt to oversee the beneficial re-engineering of social change within our respective political-economies).


� 	I.e., what I have termed critical reparaphrasing or linguistic nakedness.


� 	Refer to Appendix D.


� 	This landscape is ‘political-economic’ in tenor because good political decisions in policy thematization, in being suitably enacted, will have beneficial economic consequences. However, such a process also needs to be culturally sensitive given that different cultures have different ways of observing this world along with different values and objectives, different imperatives, different hierarchies of intermediation between imperatives, etc.


� 	In an Appendix D let me sketch out an exploration of this topic how indigenous experiences of mis-equity might possibly be rectified through innovative policy re-formulation/s?


� 	If we overlook the ‘re-’ then we could run this argument that iteration here is suggesting a meta-textual orientation; given that genres are reiterated through adoption and adaptation (and further readoption and readaptation, etc.). However, we could equally argue that this ‘re-’ aspect is also suggestive of the spontaneity of existential processes of re-direction [on par, e.g., with the representational economy consisting of phenomenological presentation, hermeneutical representation and (non-systematic) existential re-presentation, etc.]. Hence this correction, at the end of this paragraph, where I suggest a ‘3 x 3’ matrix that invokes a complex dialectical approach where all three aspects of a Future Manifesto can be read equally through phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential lenses respectively (giving us a set of nine parallel readings). Obviously, we would only need to invoke those readings that would contribute more to the topic in question in terms of an ensuing relatively enriched e/valuational reading or readings (as a set of more insightful readings).


� 	By the phrase ‘clear and distinct’ I am alluding to Descartes et al, but, reinterpreted through a phenomenal-phenomenological lens that also recognizes natural limits to the reception of such clarity. I am also arguing that intentionality, and its parallel processes of textual deposition, arise through intentional forms of resolution because without some adequate degree of resolution no intention could be discharged. However, this should not imply that all intentionality is ‘clear and distinct’ but, without some degree of definitive resolution and intentional re(-)direction processes of intentional deposition could not be deposited in this manner or that manner, and, could not be informed as being of this genre and dealing with that topic, e.g., etc.


� 	In regulating the price of services performed by that enterprise; how those prices are to be allowed to rise, or fall; and, how compliance over such setting is to be suitably managed, etc. Not all forms and instances of privatization are necessarily adverse for the public over time. But, privatization with out suitable regulatory supervision and compliance, human nature being what it is, almost inevitably is a recipe for an overall, more costly process to be conducted at the greater expense of that public in question!


� 	Otherwise such a body should be instituted; be that formally and/or informally expedited.


� 	Hence my distinction between a confirmational bias and a conformational bias where the former, rightly or wrongly, confirms what is thought to be already confirmed, and, where the latter is a conforming of our new understanding to the way we think things should align in our vision of reality; be such treatment/mistreatment either rightly and/or wrongly enacted. In effect, the later is more ‘creative’ in this process of constructing a confirmational form of realignment. According to Wikipedia a ‘confirmational bias’, also known as a ‘confirmatory bias’ or ‘myside bias’, is the tendency to search for, interpret, favor, and recall information in a way that confirms one’s preexisting beliefs or hypotheses. In relation to a confirmation bias, a conformation bias, as defined by myself, is more creative in reshaping such information to find favour, confirmation, etc. ‘Memories’ could easily fall into this latter category given that they are reconstructed through forms of gestalt simplification (pragnatz), peer group pressures, renarrativization, etc.


� 	By ‘etc.’ is meant other factors affecting the final or end reception of wages such as, e.g., taxation, imposts, superannuation, etc.


� 	The word ‘(re-)forged’ has a double meaning and we we need to discern and oversee a difference between ‘making’ (like the working of a piece of wrought iron on a forge) and ‘fabricating a deceptive text’ (as in a forgery).


� 	Refer to paragraph 5.


� 	‘Carillion’ is a British company that has just collapsed and gone into bankruptcy. The nature of this business is briefly described in the second paragraph of this article.


� 	Refer to paragraph 8 in this opinion piece. This article refers to the privatization of non-urgent NHS transport services in the county area of Sussex. ‘Inefficiency’ in neo-liberal practice is noted in paragraph 6. Neo-liberal ideology often waxes lyrically that a very good reason for privatization, if not its main raison d’être, is the efficiency and lowering of costs to be gained through the placement of a government service in the private sector when, what is more important, I suspect, perhaps, is no more than the quality of leadership and management being instituted in an organization regardless of whether it is in public or private ownership.


� 	One of the main themes in the first paragraph is to note that few people adequately know what this term/s ‘neo(-)liberal/ism’ exactly means.


� 	By ‘receptive’ is meant an intuitive awareness and discrimination as to the motivation of others lest we be exploited in some fashion or other, and, we, in turn, should exploit others in a manner that does not enrich the existential potential of our relationships.


� 	We supposedly live in a democratic life-world, say, Australia or the US for example, and yet many of our government organizations, companies, banks, hospitals, universities and schools, etc., are more run like military encampments if not dictatorships. Democracy should also be extended to the running of our institutions.


� 	These eight insights being respectively, name-recognition; re-democratization; pro-relational privilege; contra-donations; transparency, etc; re-normalization (through a reversal of adversity); innovation and resilience; and, existential re-construction (through mutual cooperation).


� 	Paper presented to The Continental Philosophy Group, 12 November 2017.


� 	Round brackets note the sequence of paragraphs in this abbreviated essay, and, square brackets note those paragraphs being cited from my Third Critique of Neo-Liberalism titled: A Manifest of Covert and Overt Concepts for the Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy: Exploring Ideas Underpinning the Manifestoes Striking Out and Out Striking plus a Subliminal Checklist: Acting as a Third Critique of Neo-Liberalism.


� 	‘Virtual case study’ because I am using the text, at apparent face value, as the case study.


� 	The quotation above is taken from the beginning of a web page headed: U.S. Term Limits, and is titled Fundraising a Top Priority… by Stacey Selleck, US Term Limits; April 26, 2016. This article argues that term limits would: keeping elected officials focused on legislation not phone banking for their next election; opening up seats for good citizen legislators who won’t be discouraged by fundraising quotas; reducing the influence of wealthy contributors on public policy; curtailing the power of an uncontrollable Washington, D.C. political machine.


� 	Depending on how this level playing field were to be configured or re-configured as to whether it favours more candidates and/or their parties.


� 	Another Internet site, OpenSecrets.org; (www.opensecrets.org/overview/topraise.php), lists Congressman Paul Ryan, Republican, as the greatest fundraiser in the House of Congress in 2016, raising US$19,811,897; and, Russ Feingold, Democrat, as raising the most in the Senate in 2016, raising US$24,544,070. OpenSecrets.org describes itself as a ‘Centre for Responsive Politics’.


� 	Refer to Wikipedia, e.g: � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_funding_in_Australia" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_funding_in_Australia� In Australia, there is a growing trend for � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_Parliament" \o "Member of Parliament" �MPs� to become directly involved in the corporate fundraising efforts of their parties. Ministers and staff are enlisted to engage with donors and business supporters, with the aim of raising funds for their political parties.� HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_funding_in_Australia" \l "cite_note-Age_Sale-2" �[2�  


� 	Refer to the ABC article titled: Political donations: Here's what the latest data doesn't tell us. Posted by � HYPERLINK "http://www.abc.net.au/news/tim-leslie/167086" �Tim Leslie�, 1 Feb 2016: � HYPERLINK "http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-01/heres-what-the-latest-political-donations-data-doesnt-tell-us/7130126" �http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-01/heres-what-the-latest-political-donations-data-doesnt-tell-us/7130126� 


� 	There reader can refer to the ABC article titled: Election 2016: How are political campaigns funded? Posted �HYPERLINK "F:\\Nick Harmsen"��Nick Harmsen� 4 Jun 2016: � HYPERLINK "http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-04/how-are-election-campaigns-funded/7476264" �http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-04/how-are-election-campaigns-funded/7476264� 


� 	Refer to the article by Chris McGreal, Thursday 19 October 2017, in the theguardian titled: How big pharma’s money – and its politicians – feed the US opioid crisis


� 	This Member was Scott Morrison. Apparently, the lump of Hunter Valley coal was cleaned and varnished before being used as a prop (contrary to house rules in the Australian Parliament).


� 	This article has been taken from the Internet: published by The Sydney Morning Herald, 22 October 2017. The print version was published Monday, 23 October, 2017. Sections in square brackets fond in Internet version but not in print version. 


� 	In this regard, the international lobbying against soda taxes, etc., refer to the following link: Leaked: Coca-Cola’s Worldwide Political Strategy to Kill Soda Taxes: � HYPERLINK "https://medium.com/cokeleak/leaked-coca-colas-worldwide-political-strategy-to-kill-soda-taxes-9717f361fb04" �https://medium.com/cokeleak/leaked-coca-colas-worldwide-political-strategy-to-kill-soda-taxes-9717f361fb04�


� 	The fourth paragraph in the Internet version of this article. 


� 	Refer to the following link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/federal-coalition-porkbarrels-own-queensland-seats-1381-20170909-gye5bg.html" �http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/federal-coalition-porkbarrels-own-queensland-seats-1381-20170909-gye5bg.html� 


� 	An exception to this ruling might be the invitation of notable persons, political or otherwise, to join these non-partisan, independent boards (in order to gain a necessary degree of political balance, introduce relevant expertise, etc.).


� 	13 May, 2018.


� 	Title: A Manifest of Covert and Overt Concepts for the Existential Re-Construction of the Political-Economy: Exploring Ideas Underpinning the Manifestoes Striking Out and Out Striking Plus a Subliminal Checklist: Acting as a Third Critique of Neo-Liberalism


� 	Striking Out, Out Striking and a Silent Manifesto as a Subliminal Manifesto.


� 	This last phrase making an allusion to a set of essays titled: Transformation through Re-Self-Organization – The Beneficial Engineering of Social Change.


� 	In Victorian times bakers, among many other purveyors of food, were notorious for adulterating bread; e.g., adding plaster of Paris. Especially prevalent when bread was sold to lower socio-economic purchasers; and where a side effect of such adulteration was severe, endemic constipation.


� 	I.e., respectively, mis-sequencing, dis-sequencing, and, contra-sequencing.


� 	E.g., being suitably mindful of other people is a preferred cultural default; that if we can we should feed someone who is hungry; and, feeding this specific person who I perceive to be very hungry and in a position of not being able to feed themselves, etc. By ‘suitable’ is collectively meant ‘properly, appropriately and appositely’.


� 	Using these words ‘chaos/chaotic/chaotically’ in this scientific or philosophical sense rather than in its more conventional sense of sheer disorder, disorganization, etc. Hence, furthermore, my contrast between ‘sheer’ chaotic transformations and ‘mere’ non-chaotic transitions.


� 	‘Valuational’ is a technical term, examined elsewhere, dealing with the sense or ‘identity’ of phenomenological output, hermeneutical meaning as a form of ‘work’, and the apparent meaningfulness of pro-relationally oriented existential ‘value’. 


� 	All best reviewed through an ‘aspirational economy’ as examined elsewhere (as viewed though a realistic phenomenal-phenomenological lens of ‘what’, a pragmatic hermeneutical lens of how, and, an idealistic existential lens of ‘why’).


� 	The word ‘observed’ having both passive and active denotations.


� 	An example of digital disruption can be found in the world of newspapers that no longer need or are sought in a conventional, non-digital format. An example of non-digital disruption can be found in the generation and distribution of electricity given the advent of solar cell power production, battery storage, etc., and the ramifications this has and will have for public power utilities.


� 	The square brackets noting the paragraphs cited.


� 	This reminds me of the following anecdote. I was present one morning in a psychiatric hospital where a nursing report was being handed over and when it was discovered that one of the patients had a delusion that ‘they would be killed’ and where, overnight, we had inadvertently placed in that same dormitory a newly admitted patient whose delusion was that ‘they might kill someone’. Thankfully, most patients do not reveal their delusions to each other (unless floridly psychotic).


� 	The first day I used a tablet, and used a local map, whilst in Kansas City, I was surprised to discover late that night that a laundry was just one block from where I was staying. I had been wondering where I might find such a facility in the course of my travels about the US. I clicked the icon and discovered it was open at 8 am, and, became its first customer of the next day. All too often such needed, relevant information is literally to hand, but, we either overlook it or just find ourselves not aware that it is to hand.


� 	As a humorous contradiction of this observation, I was able to study Sanskrit for many years with my teacher, Brian Parker, in his Katoomba bookshop.


� 	Of course one of the problems with app penetration is either the inability of an app to find universal uptake (with many similar apps filling that field) and/or the universal uptake of an app that seems unable to take on board either the better features of unsuccessful apps that have operated in that same field or a general inability to improve and update the overall usefulness of that same app (often in the light of being a monopoly, subject to commercial distortions and/or no longer being so receptive and adaptable to changing circumstances and needs). As much as such universal hegemony might be desired, still, a digital and non-digital world divided up by major monopolies is unlikely not to be at the expense of the public in some form of the other. On the other hand, what is born or created will die or be neglected at some point in time. In this regard, one can only hope that whatever institutions replace a monopoly are able to do so in a manner that further contributes to overall valuational formation.


� 	The trend imputed here being from individual applications to their effective universalization, then to their integration (among themselves), and, then on to their interconnected integration with all other forms of software, and, where, too, we have the integrated interconnection of most, if not all, forms of hardware as well.


�	The wide-spread ramifications of these innovations might well enter into each and every one of these Commissions, however the Fifth Commission is primarily oriented to explore innovations whilst the First Commission would produce formal recommendations for political, economic and political-economic types of response.


� 	Some relative forms of circumscription might need to be legally imposed when this right is being abused, say, if the person in question was seriously abusing others on the Internet. Political proscription should not be permitted in a democratically oriented political life-world, but, unfortunately, is inevitable in a non-democratically constituted political life-world. Hopefully, means will be proffered where such circumscriptions can be circumvented (as currently occur with VPNs).


� 	I am reminded here of my travels through India, some years ago; where I had an eight-day itinerary to closely adhere to. I had travelled from Patna to Gaya, across Bihar, by bus and had to work out how to get to Bodhgaya from Gaya; about sixteen kilometres away. It was almost sunset and I had booked accommodation in Bodhgaya. Some enterprising people on the bus had asked where I was headed and realizing I needed to get to Bodhgaya had used their mobile to contact a friend or family member with a taxi which I could use to travel that final section of my day’s journey. Travelling across the dry countryside, only a few weeks before the advent of the monsoon, I felt that it would have been very easy to have been murdered for the very few dollars I had left on me. But my companions were much more interested in talking about the latest cricket. Effectively, the innovative use of innovations occurs on a specific level of deployment (and that such an idea is built into a UAI when suitably equipped with AI with a reasonable semantic appreciation of the aspirations of daily life).


� 	In effect, I am arguing that a Universal Governmental Imputer (UGI), soon to be introduced, would depend upon the prior establishment of this Universal Denominative Identifier.


� 	Very creative minds, for good or bad, will try to get around all forms of obstruction. We could imagine someone blackmailing a certain person and through such coercion get them to ‘hand over’ these two security answers, indeed, all security questions that could be asked to that extent this was possible? Then, with such information, proceed to rob the bank accounts of the first person assuming all their finances are integrated under the umbrella of a UFI (Universal Financial Integrator) and the blackmailer knows how to access such accounts, etc. To guard against this form of identity theft, or similar, perhaps we would need to include fingerprint scans, iris scans, etc. Perhaps even using a carefully acquired DNA sample to uniquely define that same person and then to re-verify such identity?


� 	A post transactional period could also be designed in which the funds are held in some form of escrow until a successful delivery is realized and confirmed; when that transaction is successfully completed for all parties?


� 	I would also argue that all free-trade negotiations would be better conducted in an atmosphere of open transparency, limited accountability and full responsibility. Conducted in secrecy, such negotiations have taken on a sinister complexion for many that may well prove to be eventually counter-productive given populists who simplistically condemn such complex negotiations (that, it is true, may not always be necessary fair, free or well-balanced for all the parties concerned).


� 	For a succinct article dealing with this issue of innovative disruption by, e.g., Airbnb and the generally unsuccessful piecemeal approaches to limiting its legal standing in a plethora of jurisdictions, the reader might like to refer to a recent article in The Australian Financial Review, Monday 29 January, 2018, p2, in the regular column headed Page 2 by Jennifer Hewett. This article is titled: NSW dithers while Airbnb grows. The author notes that “As of November, there were more than 120,000 Airbnb “listings” in Australia–up by 40 per cent over the previous year… and nearly 5 million people use the service in Australia.” This article also notes that “The global phenomenon means that there are on average 2.5 million Airbnb stays on any one night around the world out of 4.5 million listings overall.” If people democratically vote with their wallets how could pure proscription ever work? On the other hand, negotiations may well be able to pave the way for more socially acceptable approaches to such a phenomenon. If ‘noise’ or ‘the trashing of premises’ are found to be issues for suffering neighbours then perhaps those same neighbours should be paid for that inconvenience, and, that, ultimately, to that end in mind, the temporary stayers should be charged such a bond that is only returned if such issues do not arise? That, in this regard, perhaps neighbours should also be allowed to fairly rate the staying guests resident in their apartment buildings, an element that would assist hosts, in their choice of future residence, if those same hosts had access to such reviews? The moral here being that once Pandora’s box is opened proscription is nigh impossible, but, in contrast, avenues of negotiation, preferably conducted as early as possible, might smooth the course of that innovative form of disruption! That, in this regard, long-term, a win-win type of negotiated response may well prove to be more effective in redressing such disruptions.


� 	11 June, 2018.


� 	By ‘compactual’, in contrast to the contractual, is meant of a more ‘horizontal, non-differential sense of power relations, a greater semblance of equality, a pro-relational and existential attitude towards others, etc. In this I am translating and reinterpreting the expression of a covenant or covenantal relationship as discussed by the Jewish theologian Jonathan Sachs. The reader might like to refer to this topic in various essays, examining this comparative contrast, as discussed in Transformation through Re-Self-Organization – The Beneficial Engineering of Social Change.


� 	Initially, this venture conducted by Fusion GPS, was contracted to provide political opposition against Trump by a conservative political website, The Washington Free Beacon. Steele was not involved in this initial phase. The second phase was initiated by the attorney Marc Elias, in April 2016, on behalf of Hilary Clinton’s campaign and the Democratic National Committee. Steele was hired to assist in June 2016. When Trump was elected president, this research was then paid for directly by Glenn R. Simpson, the founder of Fusion GPS. The complete dossier was then handed to British and American intelligence services. Weeks before the 2016 election, on the basis of Steele’s reputation working on Russia-related matters for the last twenty ears, the FBI reached an agreement to pay Steel to continue his work; the agreement was later terminated as information about the dossier became public. (Information as per Wikipedia).


� 	In its earlier investigations of George Papadopolous, e.g., along with considerable evidence of Russian hacking, attempts to influence democratic elections in a variety of countries, etc.


� 	This additional dialectical ‘work’ needed to create and preserve the text of a deception reminds me of the following joke that has me wondering what it says about those who find it amusing: ‘George Washington could not tell a lie, Nixon could not tell the truth… and Trump doesn’t know the difference’. As I have found the telling of this joke always seems to elicit a laugh, and that humour is in some sense insight-forming, in some manner or other, I am left wondering what this might say equally about our general perception of this president and our own sense of self when we go about being deceptive for whatever reason; be that for good or bad? In some measure it seems to suggest that a lie well told necessitates our knowing both how to properly tell the truth and how to properly tell a lie… without confusing these two domains? The acceptance of this insight reinforcing my point that it takes more ‘work’ to tell a lie and that, in phenomenological reality, the continuing presence of this simultaneous dialectical separation and integration, without complete harmonization, makes the dissemination of a lie more fissile when deconstructively leant upon? Indeed, in the same vein, if we were to find the right trigger, or defect in its performance, then that lie as a textual performance might well disintegrate (be that non-virtually in the immediacy of real time or virtually when reviewed in historical time?).


�� 	As seen to have a certain degree of contra-grammatical symmetry to the extent there is a parallel degree of symmetrical alignment between ‘their representations of reality’ and ‘the reality of their representations’.


� 	The reader might like to refer to the following paper: Contra (Moral) Absolutism & Contra (Moral) Relativism, etc! A Working Paper in Meta-Philosophy: Denying both Absolutist and Relativist Interpretations in the Reading of (Transcendental Phenomenological) Experience.


� 	This conundrum is examined in closer detail in my paper Contra (Moral) Absolutism & Contra (Moral) Relativism.


� 	My italics. This paper would have been written around 1985?


� 	I have argued, from a hypothetically envisaged transcendental perspective, that this transcendental orientation is not only pro-relational but trans-cognitive, pro-judgmental, trans-subjective-intersubjective, trans-cultural, trans-phenomenological, trans-hermeneutical, trans-existential (in what I have described as a systematic sense), trans-e/valuational, etc. 


� 	Extending this metaphor we should note that enaction needs to be enacted; i.e., we must decide to walk, walk down this or that side of the street, in this or that direction, etc. The existential demands that we enact suitable decisions that enrich our relationships (both individually and collectively). The world is basically an asymmetrical landscape contrary to the lack of vision of a Postmodern relativist who, technically, can never enact any form of discrimination given their inability to ‘suspend the suspension, etc.,’ as argued elsewhere by myself! Refer to footnote no.8.


� 	This Gap can be quantified by looking at key indicators and what progress, or otherwise, has been made in closing those differentials. A key indicator is mortality statistics with indigenous life-expectancy currently being much less than the Australian average. E.g., in August, 2017, 65% of deaths among indigenous people occurred before the age of 65, compared with 19% of deaths among non-indigenous people. Other indicators can include statistics dealing with specific notifiable diseases, rates of diabetes, the prevalence of chronic eye infections, rates of employment, wages, inheritable wealth, etc.


� 	E.g., on the Human Rights Internet site (� HYPERLINK "http://www.humanrights.gov.au>projects" �www.humanrights.gov.au>projects� ) posted by the Australian Government, we have this Close the Gap policy. On 8 February 2018 it was noted: Ten-years after its commencement, it is time to critically reflect on why Australian governments have not yet succeeded in closing the health gap to date, and why they will not succeed by 2030 if the current course continues.


� 	By ‘service’ here is meant both (more traditional) service economies and (less traditional) informational economies.


� 	This non-exclusively divided classification of the overall economy is already at work in the contractual versus compactual economies. Generally, in Australia, e.g., green spaces in cities, as parks, are freely accessible for all citizens, yet, this free access is paid for by councils who need to maintain the upkeep of such public spaces. Hence this illustration of the non-exclusive overlap between the contractual and compactual economies. That, a deeper economic appreciation is to be realized in an understanding how these economic divisions interact and are interrelated or not interrelated, etc., rather than in the mere terms of reference to be found in any single classification. That in deeper forms of appreciation we can observe whether economies are operating in parallel, intersect, contra-parallel and/or are relatively non-commensurate.


� 	Defined as ‘overall’ given that it includes federal, state and local forms of government as well as associated institutions, official and unofficial committees including political parties, political action groups, and all other forms of political lobbying, etc.


� 	In comparing the Australian indigenous world with the indigenous Maoris in New Zealand we can note various important differences such as that the latter the latter lived within one language group with only a few dialectal variations between regions based on tribal affiliation. Moreover, with the advent of whaling around 1800, fratenization between male whalers and the Maoris was conducted on the terms of the latter; i.e., according to Maori lore. Furthermore, trade relations with the Maoris meant that by 1821 every adult male over the age of 21 in the north of the North Island was armed with a gun. Settlement proper, by non-indigenous parties, only accelerated after that date and meant negotiations with indigenous political forces in those areas intended for settlement. The most important of those negotiations was The Treaty of Waitangi, 6 February 1840. This process of settlement was further accelerated by the discovery of gold in the 1860’s. A first discovery taking place in May 1861 in Gabriel’s Gully, Central Otago. In Australia the gold rush can be dated to May 1851 when gold was found near Orange at a site called Ophir.


� 	In the late 18th century, there were more than 250 distinct Aboriginal social groupings and a similar number of languages or varieties.


� 	From the indigenous perspective, the first day of settlement in Sydney, 26 January 1788, has been labelled ‘Invasion Day’. Currently, there is a growing debate about whether the Australian celebration of this day, generally known as ‘Australia Day’, is the right date on the calendar to chose for a national day of celebration that will integrate and unite all Australians, both indigenous and non-indigenous. To me, in my opinion, this debate has already been lost as evidenced by conservative political forces having to continually re-argue for its celebration; especially in the context of increasing protests by both indigenous and non-indigenous supporters for a change of date. On that day in 1788 the First Fleet arrived in Port Jackson, and, witnessed the raising of the flag of Great Britain at Sydney Cove by Governor Arthur Phillip. By 1935, all states except New South Wales recognized this date as Australia Day. In New South Wales it was called Anniversary Day but changed its name in 1946. Interestingly, as a public holiday, in 2019 it will be ‘celebrated’, at least as public holiday, on Monday, 29 January.


� 	It can be noted, historically, that there was an inequality in power relations across this divide between those with Irish ancestry and those non-Irish British ancestry (and some historians might find the use of a non-representative hyphen troubling?).


� 	Certainly not through hard work alone since inequalities, more often than not, are structural, and, are more likely to apply to those who are relatively more excluded through such social enstructuralization. E.g., it is quite conceivable that in a vocation that remains traditionally male dominated if a panel were to review a series of CV’s and this review was conducted without reference to gender identification then more women are usually more successful than if that same type of review were conducted as an interview. If both women and men had equal access to the same educational opportunities then, ideally, they would be equally successful, or equally unsuccessful, in that type of review that suppresses information re gender. Given that we are now more in a world of intersectional diversity, for a variety of reasons, then to overcome traditional forms of bias ‘reviews’, without intersectional characteristics, is one way to overcome more traditional forms of bias without having to resort to quotas or some other mechanism for optimizing such intersectional diversity.


� 	By ‘suitable’ I mean, in using my technical sense, ‘the proper (phenomenal-phenomenological) treatment, appropriate (hermeneutical) treatment, and apposite ([non-systematic] existential) treatment’ of that in question (in order to pro-relationally enrich the modal density, intensity and iterative propensity of valuational formation arising from non-adverse, beneficial forms of advertent and/or inadvertent social engineering).


� 	Generally, a chaotically oriented process of re-direction in contrast to a non-chaotically oriented process of redirection is indicated in the use of the hyphen. E.g., representation versus re-presentation. From an archetypal economic point of view, it can be considered as occurring in the third dialectical moment of the non-systematic existential. Hence, e.g., the representational economy can be seen as comprising the dialectical interactions within and between the moments of the phenomenal-phenomenological presentation, hermeneutic representation and existential re-presentation, etc.


� 	As listed in paragraph 23, e.g.


� 	I.e., ‘observed’ by those who entered into such exchanges, and, seen by others observing the same, and, imputed by us retrospectively (as necessary in general, as genre-ruled in their particularity, and, specified through the nomination of participants, objects and states along with their transitions and transformations). I.e., this non-naturally formed stone axe is thousands of years old, was made as an implement within the genre of tool-making and using, and, is specifically present in the very implement being looked at or referred to, etc.


� 	‘Complementary’ through redirected extension and ‘supplementary’ through re-directed innovation.


� 	The Monthly, May 2018, by Anne Manne titled: The Unfinished Revolution: On Marilyn Waring and the gross domestic hoax; p.18. 


� 	Another omission is the net cost of ecological degradation that results from mining and agriculture if the costs of amelioration or resource replacement are also not take into account.


� 	Ibid., p.23.


� 	In Australia, the gender pay gap has hovered between 15% and 19% over the last 20 years. In November 2017 the average weekly earnings of full-time Australian male workers, on average, was 15.3% higher than those of female workers. According to Wikipedia citing: Gender equity insight: inside Australia’s gender pay gap (PDF). Australian Government. 2018.


� 	Ibid., p.25: “Women in their late fifties are 50 per cent more likely that men the same age to have virtually no retirement nest eggs. According to an ABC’s 7.30 program in March, 2018.”.


� 	Ibid., p.23. How statisticians in 1953 treated the inclusion of unpaid work; justifying its exclusion from the System of National Accounts. Marilyn Waring: “What we don’t count, counts for nothing”. Ibid., p.24.


� 	Ibid., 24. As Joseph Stiglitz told Jon Gertner of the New York Times in 2010.


� 	By ‘trans-intentional forms of economic activity’ is merely meant economic activity in which transitions and transformations of objects, states, environments and subjects can be inter-subjectively observed rather than addressing intentional forms of subjective perspective as entailed in acts of representation, enaction, consequential analysis, etc.


� 	By ‘service’ here is meant both (more traditional) service economies and (less traditional) informational economies.


� 	By ‘service’ here is meant both (more traditional) service economies and (less traditional) informational economies.


� 	As discussed in footnote no.4 where I merely note that the superficial incommensurability between contractual and compactual types of economic activity are very much interdependent upon one another. Just as the upkeep of city parks are paid for by city councils, and, contracts only operate successfully in the stability of a compactual environment based on trust and the honouring of that contract, or, where the remedy of certain predefined forms of compliance can be successfully exerted in the event of the dishonouring of that same contract, etc.


� 	This comment is almost ‘ironic’. Yes, as a nation, e.g., Australia, but, we could substitute a long list of other countries, yet, through the relentless adversity inflicted through the ongoing imposition of the neo-liberal paradigm wealth has more rapidly trickled, if not flooded, up the socio-economic spectrum or ladder and has not generally moved sideways or downward. Indeed, in Australia, etc., increased levels of company profitability have not been translated into any commensurate or even noticeable wages increases! How can this neo-liberal nonsense of trickle-down economics be forever peddled when it has barely any evidence-based support in a more realistic representation of economic reality?


� 	Ibid., p.25.


� 	I.e., noting politically, economically and stylistically oriented input/outputs.


� 	I have argued elsewhere that policy formation is central to the political economy and is its basic ‘currency’.


� 	E.g., in The Guardian we are told as a headline, on 28 May 2018, “Land-clearing wipes out $1bn taxpayer-funded emission gains”. In this article we are told that ‘official data shows forest-clearing released 160 million tonnes of carbon dioxide since 2015’. Moreover… ‘more than $1 billion of public money being spent on cutting greenhouse gas emissions by planting trees and restoring habitat under the Coalition’s Direct Action climate policy will have been effectively wiped out by little more than two years of forest-clearing elsewhere in the country, official government data suggests’.





