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In this same building, in July 2023, I read a very short essay titled: Reflections on Travel both Philosophical and Non-Philosophical in Orientation.
 It became the first essay in Book 8 in a continuing project titled The Pursuit of Philosophy as a Discipline. How might I describe this current project?

Some years ago, a friend asked me if they could interview me as ‘research material’ for their PhD. Say, what philosophical themes I had chosen to work with, how I changed my views over time, and so on? But, in the forming of an autobiographical summary, I was horrified to discover that each approach I took seemed to relegate any other approach I might have also like to have adopted. Then, in retrospectively seeking to ‘map’ my progress, so to speak, I had to question whether I could actually believe that I had actually started out following a so-called ‘map’ that, at that time, of course, could not exist as constructed in its retrospective, fictive form. I reasoned it would be better to stick to the facts and that the only assured facts I could muster would be the completion, or non-completion, of a specific essay or a specific book written along the way… with additional comments tied to such ‘stepping stones’. (1)

After a year, near the end of 2019, I finished a book concerned for the viability of philosophy itself. It was titled: The Prosecution of Philosophy as a Discipline with the word ‘Prosecution’ having an obvious double meaning. The next day I was travelling to China and was very pleased with myself that it had been completed. Unfortunately, before I landed, I realized I had written on a topic from a theoretical point of view and that I would need to add two more volumes dealing with the ‘practicalities’ and a ‘critique’ of this same topic respectively. However, this latter volume, which is still being written, spilled over into ten books, and then with Books 10 and 12, I currently plan to add 6 more books making 18 altogether. To date, after 6,200 pages, two books remain half-completed and the final book has not yet been started. (2)

The two half-completed books are The Advancement of Democratic Governance and On the Nature of the Radical. In the former, informal ideas on ethical and political themes will be more formally addressed in the latter. (3)

This open-ended third volume, titled: The Prescience of Philosophy as a Discipline, included an ambiguous subtitle, namely, Beyond Criticism. If read as a provocative question, it could be answered as ‘the radical’, our ability to incrementally go beyond the critique of conventional criticism to the innovative and uncharted territory of that which is so novel it may as well be declared to have never been thought before. Unfortunately, ‘there is nothing new under the sun’, but, still, there are always new ways of doing things and, sometimes, that a relatively profound value can be entertained through approaching things differently. (4) 

Now, on reflection, I find that I am never totally wrong, but, my views do get partially modified from time to time. Indeed, such shifts in thinking are the subject of Book 12 Part 1 titled: Re-Considerations. However, the ramifications of such small shifts in my thinking, in how I approach a certain topic, can have quite radical implications. Most certainly, very recently, I have found my ethical and political ideas completely ‘turning around…’ (5)

As a consequence of this transformation, it is necessary for me to view all you ‘deplorable’ people here, and I mean all you ‘horrible’ people, without exception, as exemplifications of walking, talking, and writing failures since you all know you could have done better, but, nevertheless despite some fragile successes, you have all failed, and, sometimes, quite miserably.
 But, hey, relax, we are all in the same boat together. In truth, you all have a ‘good heart’, but, unfortunately, your ‘inner voice’ has a ‘raw and rough passage to first traverse’. Despite our motivation naturally reflecting the existential goodness of our relationships with others the demonic and intrusive force of ego inserts itself between ourselves and others and inevitably subverts how we intervene in this world of lived-experience. But, then, ‘by what we fall, by that we may also rise’. Beholden to the extremism of our ideologies, be they religious or non-religious in tenor; being either over-committed to egoistical desires (as forms of absolutism) and/or under-committed to egotistical desires (as forms of relativism); in lacking the required degree of empathy; in demonstrating an absence of the requisite concern and care that should be shown those around us, through the bedevilment of such misguided influences we either distort or obstruct the natural goodness of our ‘heart’ and prevent it from ‘speaking with an authenticity of spirit…’ That understood, how might we rise? (6)
So, that is the problem, I believe, that we all face in our individual and collective passages through this world at large. So, how should we resolve this partial distortion or complete obstruction of a natural goodness that primarily constitutes, deontologically, the ethical nature of all motivation and its political-like expression
 in this world at large, this overall world-of-life… should such a solution exist? In what form might a suitable remedy be found, if at all? (7)

Suspensions, through the utilization of better suspensions! Suspensions that are both well-formed and well-informed! And, here, there is nothing mysterious. Suspensions are already to hand… in each and every intentional moment; through questions or in being skeptical; in suggesting a comparative metaphor as a tentative solution; in seeking the evidential through a mix of negations and double negations, and so on and so forth...
 (8)

But, not just through suspensions, also through the suspension of our suspensions, through the automatic force of the de-suspension… where our natural goodness can then be better recovered and not merely just re-covered up again, once more, to remain ignored, to be left ‘voiceless and silenced’.
 (9)


This is the ethical clay the ethical potter has to hand… to further create, preserve, and expansively conserve the relational richness and enrichment of our lived-experience of the lived-reality of our relationships, in their existential uniqueness, in this to be pragmatically re-expressed and re-worked expression of the existential… (10)

Now, we may be faulted and flawed, but, we could not be ‘faulted and flawed’ if we were completely constituted in that impossible manner. A completely shattered mirror can no longer reflect. Equally, no living person can be completely ‘shattered’, indeed, quite the opposite. With a small tweak here and a small tweak there we can radically ‘turn things around’, help each other to find our natural ‘voice’ regardless of whether we be disciplinarians or secularists, whether we be philosophers or writers, or whosoever we think we might be in the ongoing re(-)alignment between our lived-experience of a lived-reality. (11)

The last book in this project, currently unwritten, and perhaps better left in that perfect state, is on the topic of a ‘radical theology’ where I would like to take John D. Caputo up on his claim ‘that a radical theology is a radical secularism’.
 The way I see it, an existential-pragmatism, as a pragmatic-existentialism, is the link, indeed, the glue, say, between a secular world and a religious world, or, the polarization of a political world.
 Where, through suitable suspensions, this sense and semblance of an ‘inner voice’ can ‘outwardly speak’ and be allowed to render the so-called ‘ordinary person’ as a ‘person most extraordinary’.
 Indeed, as setting up ‘us deplorables’ to be ‘delightfully deplorable’, regardless of whether we identify more as philosophers or writers, or as disciplinarians or secularists… regardless of whether we be religious or non-religious.
 Recognizing, in an existential ethics, in an engaged politics, that it is not so much in the doing as the undoing of that which need to be undone in order to re(-)do that which deserves to have been done, in the first place, through this relative undoing of all that which should have been put to the side… Confronting, and being confronted by, an ethical-politics in the inspired elegance of its sheer simplicity..!! (12)






    Noël Tointon, Wentworth Falls, 21.10.25.
� 	* Latest link: � HYPERLINK "http://https://noelshomepage.homestead.com/pursuit.html" ��http://https://noelshomepage.homestead.com/pursuit.html�


� 	I had just returned from South Korea.


� 	I have an apparent ‘permission’ to make this hyperbolic ‘observation’, since, ‘without exception’, I, too, am included in this all-encompassing list of the ‘deplorable’. As for ‘failure’, that is guaranteed over time. Even Newton ‘failed’ before the likes of Einstein, who, in turn will find the same fate. However, this does not mean we should give up since ‘success’ is in the reiteration and refinement of our expositions, methodologies, insights, etc.


� 	Political expression being described as the reduplication of the deontological as the meta-deontological, as a form of political-like volition, as that enacted in our inescapable interventions in this overall world-of-life.


� 	Alluding to the three economic correlatives or moments that constitute the interrogative economy.


� 	‘De-suspensions’ as a theme, practically, has been totally overlooked by transcendental phenomenologists, and all other disciplinarians.


� 	The current title is: On the Possibilities of a Radical Theology? Critically Delineating the Nature of a Working-Theology?


� 	And, by extension, overcoming the many forms of ideological polarization that distort our lived-experience of both ourselves and others.


� 	Making an allusion to the work of Francois Laurelle.


� 	In other word, attempting to right/write a more comprehensive understanding of what it means to be existentially oriented positively, and non-existentially oriented in a formation that is either positive, neutral, and/or negative in orientation, and so on.






