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Introduction*
The alternatives in the subtitle are in effect asking if the business is just ‘the business of business’, or, is it more like ‘the politics of business and the business of politics’? However, in my recently finished set of eight essays in the philosophy of politics, Politics as the Art of the Realization of the Possible, I have on a number of occasions stated that politics is not business and that the two should not be confused (in the political arena). Politics is about governance and business is about making a profit and these two antithetical central conditions,
 the apparent raison d’être’s of their respective disciplines, should never be conflated. On the other hand, given both are instances of well-formed disciplines, it follows that they could be productively compared, within certain limitations, and, in the right light, able to act as a commentary, each upon the other, etc. (1)


As a formula the x of x has been interpreted to imply its equivalence to non-x or not-x given that x of x is really dealing with the meta-nature of the object topic in question. So, in effect, our research in this set of essays is primarily meta-oriented, i.e., meta-business in orientation. (2)


In the contra-grammatical second half of the subtitle, and, by reading the rhetorical ‘or’ as ‘and’, in effect, we are saying, albeit indirectly, that the nature of meta-business can be found in the contra-grammatical space between ‘the politics of business’ and ‘the business of politics’ (although the commercial realm of business could be approached from an infinite number of angles, be they contra-grammatical or non-contra-grammatical in orientation [e.g., as an art or science, from an historical perspective, through the lens of psychology, etc.]). (3)


So, business, in a meta-business perspective, will be viewed through a political lens (given that there are many political concepts that apply to the contemprorary realm of the commercial from shareholder democracy, to governance of the board of directors, etc.). However, as noted we will walk a fine line between noting how politics can illuminate this field of the commercial without equating the same. (4)


This non-equation between business and politics will be further reinforced through the use of a disciplinary lens in order to examine the distinctive realm of business albeit from a philosophical point of view. (5)


I propose to examine this topic of the commercial enterprise of business under the four contra-grammatical divisions of ‘the business of business’, ‘the politics of business’, ‘the business of politics’, and, ‘the politics of politics’. To a considerable extent I believe this fourth module to have been provisionally completed in the set of essays cited above and will merely note a series of headings, with definitions or explanations, detailing the major insights of that text. (6)


In the first module of the business of business I will outline and discuss the nature of business as a discipline in the light of my recent research into the nature of a discipline. In the second and third module the contra-grammatical space between these two disciplines will be more closely looked at albeit, respectively, from a political perspective and a commercial perspective. (7)


So, let us begin the first module by examining the (meta-)nature of business as a distinctive discipline in its own right. (8)







Noël Tointon, Leura & and Sydney, 14.3.16.

*For the latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html
� 	The central condition is the primary objective behind the motivation of a discipline and having a different type of intentional objective differentiates it from all other types of discipline. This concept and the general nature of a discipline will be outlined in the first essay, Part I.





