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Module I: The Business of Business*
0.    Pre-Introduction

As noted, in the Introduction, the business of business is the appreciation of business, therefore, this module deals primarily with (the philosophy of) meta-business (which we should note is not-business or non-business in its direct reference). (0)

1.    Introduction


Business by virtue of its re-organization of social structures and function, necessarily implicates a political dimension. But, not being directly political, must be differentiated from the discipline of the political. (1)


As a discipline in its own right let us examine the particular nature of business as a commercial dimension of lived-experience. I will conduct this examination under the three parallel super-headings or categories of differentials, conditions and tools of discovery under their nine heading of commercial difference, meta-commercial difference, non-commercial difference; the central condition, the relational condition, the aspirational condition;
 and, commercial intentions, commercial blocs and commercial enactions.
 (2)


Under these nine heading (with their threefold parallelism) let me examine business as a discipline (in the light of previous research on this topic). (3)


Then, let me explore (in phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential terms of reference) what the commercial realm deals with, such as, e.g., labour; wages; money; capital; products and services; financial instruments, etc. (4)


Let me now attempt a formal linking of these explorations in the light of a disciplined commercial setting; examining the conversion of financial instruments, etc. (5)


Then, let me note the necessary presence, often overlooked, of an existential dimension. (6)


Last, let me conclude with a series of provisional conclusions, comments and observations (some of which will intimate certain similarities with the political dimension given that the world of business needs to appropriate various political insights; given that the dissemination of commercial power is expedited, effectively, only through others). (7)

*For the latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html
2.    Economics Examined as a Discipline

As stated,
 I will conduct this examination under the three parallel super-headings or categories of differentials, conditions and tools of discovery under their nine heading of commercial difference, meta-commercial difference, non-commercial difference; the central condition, the relational condition, the aspirational condition;
 and, commercial intentions, commercial blocs and commercial enactions. (8)

As a background to the above let me say that when I examined the general nature of theology (as a discipline) I noted that the theologian has a vision of the world that is inclusive of the element of the Divine, in whatever manner that might be defined, in such a fashion that if a secularist vision of the world were subtracted from the theologian’s vision we would be left, more or less, with a theological difference. Similarly, the philosopher has a philosophical vision of the world that if a secularist vision of the world were to be subtracted from the same we would be left with a philosophical difference (which implies a theory of truth as defined, explicitly or implicitly, by that philosopher in question). In a similar manoeuvre, the political discipline presents a political difference, and so on. Each discipline presenting its own vision of a disciplinary difference. In our case, the discipline of business is to be seen centered around the semblance of a commercial difference; a difference as defined in particular terms of reference with reference to this kind of discipline in question, or, specifically, with respect to the specific economist in question. So, accepting that the commercial world of business, in theory, practice and critique, is a discipline then we must assume there will exist this semblance of a commercial difference. But what is this differential that differentiates this discipline from all other disciplines? I answer that by defining what I call the central condition, i.e., the raison d’être of that discipline in question. The central condition is spelt out when we examine the primary aspiration or aspirations that characterize the essential nature of that discipline. In examining the primary intent of this commercial world, we could provisionally state it is ‘the internal preservation and conservation of a specific business organization unless external pressures absorb or dissolve the same’.
 Or, in more simple terms, ‘the continuing existence’ and/or ‘expansion of that commercial institution’. Unless, external pressures prevail and that institution is absorbed by a now bigger institution or ceases to exist in the commercial form it has. (9)


Returning to the super-category of differentials in a theological setting, in general terms, I next asked what relevance does this semblance of a theological difference have in the lives of people as they make their passage through this World-of-Life as found thematized in this world as lived. In effect, we were asking what difference did this theological difference make or have in our lives as lived and, in effect, the answering of this this type of question was called a meta-theological difference. Or, in the context of a discipline in general, as a general meta-disciplinary difference. So, transferred to the world of the commercial we could call this type of questioning as a seeking for the thematization of the viable semblance of a meta-commercial difference. (10)


In the same vein, in my (meta-)theological investigations, I then asked what is the nature of the relationship between a theological difference and a meta-theological difference? I.e., what is the nature of the relationship between a certain type of a vision of the Divine and this sense of its argued for existential significance in this world as lived? Implied in this type of questioning was the fact that the Divine must have some form of phenomenal-phenomenological footprint in this phenomenal world otherwise the Divine, in any form, has no relational meaning whatsoever. It was also noted that relationships are formed between a similarity of aspects be that in direct terms of reference or in isomorphic terms of reference; i.e., either in terms of a direct non-difference or an indirect isomorphic equivalence. Either way the implication is that there is a need for an effective non-difference for the parties concerned to interact. Just as we can sit on chairs being physically embodied and that chairs phenomenally exist as physical objects that can be sat upon. Hence the inferred implication that the relationship between a differential and a meta-differential must be a non-differential (i.e., an element of similarity). Applied to the world of business this would give us our third differential of a non-differential. (11)


But how do we define these three differentials? By reference to the primary aspirations distinctly entertained by that discipline in question. Aspirations, as a topic, has been analyzed under the concept of an aspirational economy, an economy essential to the intentional economy to the extent that the former motivates the latter. But, for an aspirational economy to be rooted in reality I proposed that it comprises a realistically treated phenomenal-phenomenological appreciation of what is present and relevant to our inquiries, that the ideal objective of our inquiry is the determination of some form of existential valuation, and, what connects this realistic basis with its idealistic objective is a healthy pragmatism of a hermeneutic dimension. I then equated the realistic basis with the phenomenal-phenomenological aspect of our inquiry, the idealistic objective with the existential aspect, and, then, pragmatically connected the former aspects with a hermeneutic dimension. Conveniently, this aspirational economy, and all other economies, are centered about the churning void of the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. Hence this equation between the differential and the central condition/s of aspiration, between the meta-differential and the actual central aspiration (idealistically thematized and sought), and, their interconnection through a hermeneutic dimension (and its genres of behaviour, etc.) This interconnection being noted, in effect, to be a non-differential. Hence this direct relationship between differentials and their aspirational counterparts. To such a set of parallels a leaf from my research in the general nature of the philosophical discipline was taken by proposing that we could invoke certain tools of discovery to be utilized in the course of our research along the same lines. We could use those as formulated in philosophical research but I have made the decision to give them names more in accordance with the nature of that discipline. In the political discipline I mirrored philosophical correlations with political intentions, philosophical alignments with political blocs, and, philosophical transformations with political enactions. In transferring our interest to a commercial realm, I have re-nominated the same as (apparent) commercial intentions, commercial blocs, and, commercial enactions. (12)


Thence these three parallel supersets of commercial differentials, commercial conditions, and, commercial tools of discovery. (13)


W.r.t. these commercial tools we note that apparent commercial intentions become evident through commercial enactions (as examined textually and hermeneutically in meta-textual terms of reference), i.e., actions and/or non-actions, in line with expectations or revised expectations; enactions being those decisions executed; and, blocs indicating that it is only through a concerted effort within and between commercial institutions can there be a dissemination of commercial power (say between a manufacturer or a service provider, banks, financial instruments of exchange, the stock market, the virtual world of reviews, etc. (14)


Let me now loosely explore a number of interrelated economic themes. (15)

3.    Economic Explorations


When we look about us, in phenomenal-phenomenological terms of reference, we can see the transactional nature of the commercial world everywhere. We find sellers of products and service providers, we see prices (and we do not directly see costs which can only be inferred if outside the pricing process), we see money, financial instruments like credit, shares, futures, bonds and the like, etc. (16)


In hermeneutic terms of reference, we infer a plethora of genres of behaviour that are directly implicated in the commercial world of business. (17)


In existential terms of reference, we can demonstrate the need for trust, goodwill and the like as well as the fact that businesses with long term horizons can only find success with the necessary degree of existential authenticity. (18)


We can also note the presence of a political dimension given the dissemination of financial enactions are conducted through others and their belonging to various institution, whether formal or informal in organization and already in existence (given that people would not know how to enact business transactions if such institutions were not already presence and evidently shared by others). (19)

Now, let us say everything (differentiated in intentional consciousness, in an inter-subjective frame of reference) can be given a price. (20)

A novel idea can be patented if found suitable. Or, apples picked from your tree. Or, apple pies from apples picked and/or bought. Or a philosopher could charge for a problem to be resolved or tutoring a class of pupils in the art of critical thinking. Or, perhaps, that we could even sell smiles or kisses… (21)

But, how do we determine this association of price? (22)

Even the determination of price is a task that can be given a price. Let us call this its cost (of determining price [in the context of the possible success of that costing, i.e., transference of ‘property’ though some form of sale]). (23)

But if cost is zero then the price is practically arbitrary. (24)

But, all this pricing and costing must take place within the limits of a limited budget (with limited inflows and outflows)(given the nature of the world is ‘limited’). If the cost of pricing is a very small fraction of budget then non-arbitrary pricing is in play… based on projections, costs of production or exercise if a service, precedents, the historical or current cost of similar ‘items’, etc. (25)

If cost is greater than price, being difficult to cost, then item or items is/are probably not saleable. So, e.g., it becomes difficult to sell rotting apples at a price that exceeds relevant costs. (26)

But note, even something free comes with a cost (being dependent on the differing perspectives of the donor or the recipient). (27)

And some prices are negative given the situation where all related cost are greater than the realized price, e.g., in the costs of production, transport, delivery, exercise, etc., plus the very cost of that costing and its ensuing consequences in and from transactions and/or non-transactions, etc.). (28)

Now, it is true, we could charge for a smile or a kiss. Say in a smiling booth or in a kissing booth at a fair, e.g. Any price could be put on a smile or kiss given its arbitrary pricing. (29)

We could smile back, what price on that? In a compactual economy this is free. No charge, so the price is zero. Cost would be zero. But something free comes with a cost, but, only in the non-compactual, contractual economy! (30)

So, e.g., feeding the homeless in the compactual economy might be free for the recipient but that given would have a cost in the contractual economy. (31)

But if food is going to be thrown out then its cost may be x, its current price is now zero. So, there is no additional loss in the contractual world where, hopefully, a profit covers the loss of food not sold (and can support its contractual donation… further hoping that those who are recipients of such largesse would not have made a purchase of that food before its write-down and donation… but if that food supplier is not a monopoly this effect is probably minimal given that the food was not sold [and perhaps had already been marked down]). (32)

Say a person smiles at someone they have never met, that other person spontaneously smiles back too and they get to talking to each other and, before too long, become faithful lovers ever afterwards. The smile and the returned smile might both be free in this compactual economy but both these lovers would think it to have been their best investment in life. So, something valuable can emerge from nothing; or, great value can issue from the nearly valueless. What price, what cost, what fortune… from such a smile..? (33)

The presence of price then allows convertibility. E.g., between currencies and/or forms of bartering, etc. (34)

Correctly, both price and cost are already predefined in the genres of behaviour associated with the contractual world. (35)

There is no absolute incommensurability between these two realms of the contractual and the compactual. A pub might let a social group use its premises without cost but expect them to buy drinks from the bar. A public park might be free to use but has costs in upkeep paid for by the council and ultimately the ratepayers, etc. But these two realms have their important counter-balance to each other. Imagine a world that was completely ‘user pays’. Would we really like to contemplate such a world? (36)

Private health insurance is predicated on ‘suffering and profit’. Public health is predicated on ‘suffering and, hopefully, a balanced budget’. Surely, trying to keep within a tightening budget is going to act as a critical directive in this regard? Why should private insurance have a monopoly on budgetary control when even if that were to be the case there is the imperative of shareholders seeking increasing profits… and a tendency to spread and increase costs whilst reducing services covered in the original insurance (and enacted on old and new agreements purely by the company in an act of fiat. Where eventual ‘reciprocity’ can only mean a form of re-negotiation of the agreement or its termination by choosing another or exiting from that field of insurance). (37)

Budget, by their very nature are limited, but, in comparison to other budgets cannot be equal (given different priorities and/or decisions will be exercised). (38)

Everything can be given a price; but, a proper price reflects a proper cost, whilst, an improper price reflects an improper cost, and v.v. (39)

But price is relatively mono-dimensional if the context of the pricing is costed in mono-dimensional terms of reference. The same product could be bought for very different reasons. A farmer might buy a ammonia nitrate for their farm but a terrorist would obviously have other intentions. Or, two different job might have the same rate of pay but the person chooses the closer place of work even though the job satisfaction there might be much less. (40)

Hence pricing and comparative pricing utilizes a mix of imperatives whose resolution is left to the decision of the person eventually entering into that transaction; be it to buy a certain product, avail themselves of a certain service, perform a certain form of paid work, etc. (41)

Hence the need to arbitrate such imperatives… or at least understand how some imperatives are prioritized over others and harmonized accordingly. The exercise of transactional intent demonstrating this ability to resolve such conundrums. An appreciation of rice reflecting only one aspect in complex topography of decision making. (42)

Charging one dollar for a kiss is not a proper price given its near costless basis (perhaps you have to pay for your stall at the fair?). But, if the stall next door charges two dollars for a kiss who is to say that price is without precedent. (43)

The merit of a transaction is determined in its context, i.e., how it is framed. Paying one dollar for a kiss where profits are given to a certain charity or a set of charities establishes the full nature of that transaction given our full understanding of its framing. The merit of the transaction is also appreciated outside those terms of reference of that framing, thence its meta-framed appreciation (which can also include prospective, contemporary and/or retrospective considerations). (44)

But how is profit to be determined? Through realized price minus all realizable costs. This gives us an absolute figure that can then be divided by the relevant time needed in production or value adding and/or exercise or execution, etc. Hence apples picked, apple pies, making the latter and selling those pies. By, etc., we imply all other costs incurred or are to also be incurred (including taxes and other imposts, etc.). (45)

How to divide the overall business economy? First, into contractual and compactual; then, into products and/or services; then direct and indirect access to the same; finally, taking into account virtual and/or non-virtual components in all transaction considered collectively (or under a certain framing of focus). So, e.g., buying bread and giving bread away to the homeless or poor. Picking apples and making apple pies; but the selling of those apples and pies is also an instance of a service. In advertizing those apple pies the advertizement is a product but the product indirectly refers to a service, namely, the making of apple pies. Last, we could buy and sell futures in a market for apple pies (in order to smooth out supply and demand). (46)

A transaction is a specific example of an apparently successful matching of information (as a problem in any economy). But the product and/or service sold must adequately match the information supplied. This non-frozen apple pie just bought was made a few days ago and not last year. We assume it is edible. Or, the fine wine as an investment still depends on the belief that the wine is drinkable. (47)

So, some transactions are consumed and some consumption is deferred. Correctly, services are not consumed but are utilized. Services can be postponed or permanently deferred. (48)

An economy is endlessly deferred. So, some consumption is deferred, so services are not fully utilized, instruments of price are not re-spent (e.g., be they in the form of money, shares, bank balances, credit, debt, futures, etc.). Such instruments are the perfect examples of deferral given that the mere holding of them is an expression of deferral. The instance a transaction is fully completed deferral re-continues. So, even though an economy is endless forms of deferral it is only in the deferral of such deferral that the quality of that economy becomes apparent (be that in a collective sense or in the perspective of an essential cross-section of the same
). (49)

Pricing everything gives the economist the illusion that the entire economy is convertible (between different currencies, between products and services, as expressions of the relative worth of specific vocations, professions, disciplines, etc.). (50)

In a complex nexus of supply and demand, non-supply and non-demand, over-supply and over-demand, between, supply and a demand as yet not evolved. (51)

The entire economy (or a circumscribed section of it) can be seen as a budget with sections that are fixed in supply and/or demand, and, other parts that are more fluid and less fixed. E.g., the cost of pensions versus money that may or may not be spent by the public in going out to the movies and restaurants. (52)

Correctly, economic budgets can either grow or shrink (whilst various sections of the same will grow and shrink as demand and supply also waxes and wanes). Budgets also need to take into account debts and changes in the same. (53)

An economy cannot be perfect since deferral may increase or decrease, de-deferral may decrease or increase, etc; or, because price cannot completely reflect the nature of the product and/or service, or, reflect the desires of the customer/s, etc. Moreover, we have a matching of information problem in all transactions between those selling, lending, etc., and those buying, hiring, etc. Given that it takes time to match, matching is not perfect, and, products and/or services may not in balance with effect demand, and, customers may not have or express their desires in the requisite manner. A house may take a month to sell and two more months for the sale to be finalized. Too many apple pies might be made for current expressions of demand. A customer might desire a certain product or service and not publicly express a desire for same, or, if such a desire is expressed it is not suitably disseminated in the right direction for finding its consummation. Or, innovative products just on the market need to disseminate both the nomination and denomination of the innovation in question. (54)

A market is forever in need of a better matching of supply and demand, etc. (55)

A business is predicated on making a profit if only to not make a loss (but an even keel between profit and loss is not a viable option unless a patron or patrons in some form or other can be utilized to make up the shortfalls in budget
). (56)

Comparison of price is a fraught business unless a comparison of associated frames is also invoked; unless their invocation is understood as not necessary in the comparison in question. So, e.g., in the fruit markets similar apples would be expected to have a certain narrow range in pricing (although if exactly the same price were present we might suspect price fixing). (57)

So, how is profit to be arrived at? Through price being more than overall cost and that transaction being completed. Thence also differential trading. Expectations in investment being realized. Through labour being paid for work to be done, has been done or is being done or about to be done, etc. Furthermore, profit is also dependent upon the relative absence of debt (once current proportion of debt is subtracted from current profit, and, overall debt formation does not overwhelm the potential for future profit formation). ‘Actual’ (realisitic) profit formation should be able to accommodate potential (idealistically projected non-aspirational) debt formation. But, ethical considerations should apply to all the parties, namely, the borrower/s, those that supplying this facility, and all independent and/or non-independent referees to such transactions (with due respect applied to the explicit representation of initial, middle and final conditions of that facility). In this regard, unsuitable debt formation deserves to be annulled in some form or other (given, it could be argued, that it was either explicitly or implicitly predicated on some form of failure in that same regard… no doubt exacerbated through forms of unwise proliferation enacted throughout that economy
)! (58)

In an open, non-monopolized market, excessive profit taking invites additional participants (until a better equilibrium is achieved for the buyer, etc.). Or, a decreased profit margin can also see the exit of previous commercial participants. (59)

Should the economy be near absolutely transparent (just as should a political economy be near absolutely transparent?)? Transactions within an organization should be transparent and relatively democratic in orientation with representatives being both accountable and visible (in accordance with the political concept of visibility). Boards should be democratic… and so should non-board-like decision making. So, what commercial secrecy should there be? Very little! But, how could companies survive, have an edge if their ‘workings’ were transparent. Through adopting an existential orientation that is responsive and flexible to such conditions… and maintains an edge through reliability in products and/or services, pricing and costs, etc. In effect, creating a sizable buffer in and through goodwill without sacrificing flexibility in prices and costs. (60)

As with intentional deposition… economic decisions are mirrored by parallel trails whose comparisons can be hermeneutically utilized to interpret apparent intent (to that extent this is possible given demonstrations of expressed intent with varying degrees of self-consistency. Dissimulation usually being able to be more easily deconstructed. Relative authenticity/inauthenticity being stamped equally on the collective integrity of the whole situation and its parts (given this is the natural for relationships to holistically express overall intentional expression be that wittingly and/or unwittingly arrived at. Because in the resolution of intent, in order for intent to be rendered directable, the relative harmonization of that intent is equally expressed from all points in that relationship albeit from the perspective/s of those points. (61)

The virtual mirroring of the economy proliferating with the advent of the Internet, social media, etc. But, assisting in the matching of information between producers and/or service providers and customers and/or clients, etc., (and those interested parties observing such apparent transactions for whatever reason). (62)

So, what makes a commercial economy… what are its constituents? We might provisionally answer: production and consumers, services and users, positive and negative externalities, credit and debt, and, the living interaction of these and other factors in local, national and global levels of economic enmeshment… (63)

Again, various economic decisions effecting contractual or non-contractual processes, composite mixes of direct and indirect products and services; final prices and overall costs as enacted in transactions or as not enacted or not able to be enacted; degrees of positive and/or negative profit; externalities; arbitration of relevant imperatives in decision making as found in the performance of transactions, etc., all within ongoing processes of deferral and de-deferral… with consumption, utilization of services or deferral of the same, effectively, exchanges in information that should be reflected in price and costing… all transactions being mirrored through a host of modalities, that today, is deposited both non-virtually and virtually. (64)

That entering into and/or merely observing the commercial involves taking a disciplinary approach be that on a theoretical, practical and/or critical level of expertise. (65)

Hence economics, macro and micro-economics, etc; the world of business with its prices and costs, budgets and debts; and, forms of supervision be they in house or local, or through the media or at the level of local or state governments, etc. (66)


All constrained by a variety of budgets (demanding reasonable levels of efficiency). What is to be nominated as efficient and/or effective reflecting norms already established to some degree within the market through forms of pricing and costing. (67)


Hence pricing and framing, with degrees of qualification, allows us to universalize, to some extent, the comparative appreciation of the functions of the market (and compare chalk and cheese if only in what is directly implied in price and indirectly in cost). (68)

4.    Formal Appreciation of Commerce in General?


On one hand, we have three sets of parallel readings of a threefold disciplined context in general terms of reference, and, on the other hand, we have various explorations that have introduced a number of concepts such as, e.g., price, cost (including cost of pricing, overall cost, and, to which I would also like to add, consequential cost), conversion or convertibility, budget/s, profit, resolution of commercial imperatives through commercial arbitration, etc. Can we link these two fields and integrate the same? (69)


In an aspirational economy, we have a need for the realism of knowing where we basically are, the idealism of a possible, probable, realizable objective or set of objectives, and, the pragmatism of thematizing a route that connects the former, i.e., assists us in realizing that obtainable objective. Now, the central commercial condition is identified with the realistic beginning point of this aspirational course or trajectory. Do we have a form of misidentification here given that the goal of our aspiration is existential in orientation? In other words, how can the central commercial condition (of qualified commercial profit) be equated with this semblance of a commercial difference or differential? Given that the apparent objective of the aspiration (i.e., qualified profit) is more the province of the meta-differential or the central commercial aspiration? There are ways to resolve this. We could treat the central condition and its sense of acting as a commercial differential from all other disciplines by virtue of its recognition of its goal as a potential to be realized, whereas, in contrast, the central commercial aspiration, when realized, can be seen as the goal that has been realized once realized. So, the differential is also a potential to be realized, whereas, the aspiration, once realized, demonstrates its meta-differential status as that existential value realized in that process of overall valuation (of the identity of the central condition, the functionality that realized the existential valuation arrived through the course of that aspirational progression and its now current semblance of an emergent sense of existential value). So, simply put, the differential, as the central condition, spells out the goal to be achieved from where, currently, it realistically stands, whilst, in contrast, the meta-differential as the goal that has been achieved (and, therein and thereafter, demonstrates the intensity of its identification) is the current existential status of that aspiration economy (as realized to date). Of course, what links the potentiality of the central commercial condition to the actuality of the central aspirational condition is this pragmatic feature of the non-differential; i.e., that non-difference that allows us to link the central commercial difference with the central commercial meta-difference. (70)


Another way to see this temporary discontinuity between the realism of the central condition and the realized idealism of the successfully arrived at central aspiration (in general disciplinarian terms of reference) is to take an ordered perspective and treat the central condition as a fifth order potentiality versus a sixth order semblance of actuality expressed through the central aspiration. (71)


This realistic potentiality versus the idealistic actuality obtained to date can be measured, to that extent that this can be indicated, in terms of profit. Then, profit to date can be seen as price realized minus all relevant costs albeit constrained by budgetary limits and controls. But, we could well ask, to what extent is the full value of a product and/or service or a set of products and/or services encapsulated in price? Only to that extent that the framing in question is relevant, that other forms of relevancy are duly noted and also framed, and the ensuing integration of price is indicative of this form of a costed synthesis. Still, costing has a dark side wherein price can never fully demonstrate its complexity of costing nor capture the psychology behind its utilization. I.e., capture the full connotations of the overall psychological profile of that in question. Although, qualified pricing, that notes its limitations, can go some way to address this deficiency. Let me exemplify what is entailed in this nexus of relationships from profit to price to cost within the limits of a certain budget, etc. E.g., to profit from the baking of a loaf of bread we would need to demonstrate a realizable price that took all relevant considerations within its ken, i.e., the cost of flour, the cost of baking, the cost of storage and delivery, the cost of determining this cost, and what positive cost might be consequentially arrived at if it were to be formally taken off the market, etc. Now, if a thousand loaves of bread were baked and some were not sold we can now see more easily the role of this consequential sense of cost and its possible effects of an overall process of pricing. However, even if we were to assume a relevant overall approach to pricing price itself can never get the full measure of that under such scrutiny. However, assuming the exercise of an existential attitude we could then add that pricing may be a blunt instrument it still represents the best we have to hand, and, what appears to be relevant in the coursing of such pricing. E.g., we have a mine that produces nickel ore how should we go about determining a fair sense of price? By noting the cost of production plus the demonstrated cost of raw materials and/or incurred services minus all other costs like the consequential cost of remediation of that site after mining has ceased, etc. Only then would we get a fair sense of relative overall cost and the potential range in profit needed to make a reasonable markup upon the same. We would also need to know at what price this metal is now selling at (or at what average level it has been locked into by contract) in the hope of realizing a positive semblance of profit. Otherwise, in effect, price is negative even if a small profit appears to have been achieved in the superficial course of that transaction. (72)


No intention is exercised without being framed by its genre (as a hierarchically structured mix of genres). This is the pragmatic aspect of the aspirational economy. In a disciplined framework, we have shown (elsewhere) that the central relation, the non-differential and the exercise of alignments or blocs can be treated as equivalent (and as a ‘consonant’, contextual, meta-textual aspect of the ongoing overall transcendental suspension (itself equivalent to the overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension, etc.). From a pro-relational point of view we can also see such ‘framing’ as imprinted on each commercial transaction. Moreover, given that all genres are hierarchically interrelated it also follows, in holistic terms of reference, that not only is specific framing imprinted on each intentional transaction but the hierarchical stratification of that overall framing would likewise also be imprinted. So, e.g., if I were to select an item of food my choice is not only imprinted on that act, obviously, through being chosen by me, but, also, reasons why to that extent those intentions have been thematized, resolved through arbitration, etc., but also my emotional state of mind when that choice was made, all aspects of my reaction to having made such a decision, etc., along with visualized consequences that I might have suspected would follow on in its wake, etc. In this same regard, all commercial enactions are conceived and received. Hypothetically, if adequate hermeneutic lenses were supplied and texts were adequately well-formed it would follow that to some extent such an intentional context should be able to be delineated in its essentiality to that degree such intentions can be reconstructed (in both their non-chaotic linearity and their chaotic non-linearity). If we were to see someone eat we would assume that they do so as they are hungry and/or in need of a snack and/or just following a habit in eating or similar. We could observe what they are eating and when it is being eaten along with the manner of their eating. E.g., if seen walking along the street with a single piece of pizza we might assume it was being eaten as a snack. Or, e.g., seated at a table in an expensive restaurant with a menu at seven o’clock at night by themselves we might assume that they are travelling by themselves and are having a main meal of their day. Indeed, if we were in a position to suspend normal practice, because we needed a place to eat or felt that they needed company, we could politely ask them if they were alone through traveling alone and would they like to have some company or would they prefer to dine alone? The point of this anecdote is to note that note only is a text deposited but also its meta-textual framing is also imprinted, and, to some extent, our recognition of this framing allows us to infer what intentions were present in its depositional thematization (given that it must be the product of a state of resolution to a reasonable degree otherwise that behaviour could not have formed in that manner. Indeed, a lack of thematization and resolution would have resulted in a state of non-action in that regard, or, a different pathway of resolution would most likely have presented a different pattern of deposition). Thence our ability to recognize not only the intentional nature of textual deposition but all the manner of its most probable genre/s of origination. If we see people put food in their mouths we usually assume that they are eating. This is confirmed when we also see them chewing and swallowing that ingested food. This ‘suspicion’ being reinforced it were seen as a mealtime, in a dining room, at a table with food on it, etc. Confronted by such integrated evidence we would quickly form the opinion that ‘that person was eating’ and in the form of a (self/other-)narrative tell ourselves, and others if need be, that that person was seen eating such and such at such a time in such and such a place, etc. Of course it could be a charade, say on the stage of a theatre, but, all of us being human we have to eat at some time or other and so seeing someone ‘eat’ it is usually safe to say that they are eating… unless contrary evidence should cause us to think otherwise… say ingesting poison, in an act of suicide or, merely being polite and set out to look like they are eating what you have given them to eat but would rather not eat for whatever reason, etc. (73)


Therefore, each and every enaction, is not only a textual deposition but also an imprint of its meta-textual framing. In the business world, commercial patterns of enaction are not only in a textual form but also appear to present a meta-textual semblance of genre/s, indeed, usually in a form whose format once read then informs the viewer as to what type of text it was in the first place, and v.v. So, seeing someone put ‘food’ in their mouth and appear to chew and swallow it then tells us that what was eaten was most likely food. We would quite normally assume that the person who was ‘eating’ that they thought that what they were eating was ‘food’. Why would they chew and swallow that which they had ingested? Now, no evidence to the contrary, we would naturally assume they were eating. This effortless meeting of phenomenology and hermeneutics could not be more simple. Our reward for correctly engaging these two disciplines is the positive emergence of an existential sense of value. Then, through simulated iteration we, too, may find ourselves eating what was seen to be eaten and find a non-vicarious enjoyment in such non-virtual simulation. By such a route discovering new things to eat and, among such foodstuffs, hopefully, finding an enjoyment in our eating such novel fare. (74)


Therefore, the enactive economy is world where we can find new forms of experience. A world understood through this engagement of the phenomenal-phenomenological, the hermeneutical and the existential (conjunction of the former). I have argued on many occasions, implicitly or explicitly, that a balanced inter-flow of all three modalities simulates and is simulated around the ensuing ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. That a relational perspective has its essential nature stamped on that relationship equally from all points within the ambit of that relationship albeit from the ‘point of view’ of each of those points. In a more dynamic appreciation the essential history is also stamped with gist of that transformation of the more recent present being more stamped upon its relational fabric rather than the less recent present or the immanent future. (75)


How might this relation aspect, statically or dynamically considered, be reconstructed? Through the importation of a sense of the narrative, by telling a story. If the story is ‘close to the truth’ of that relationship it will be more productive of insight into that relationship. A comparative appreciation of such an investment of interest determining the relative value of that narrative. Reconstructed narration being either relatively restricted and aspectival or relatively non-restricted and trans-aspectival or contextual. In a restricted ‘point of view’ we take the appearance of an apparent point of view or a multiple series of points of view either spatially and/or temporally. Hence mono-aspectival or poly aspectival perspectives, etc. Or, the ‘point of view’ is trans-aspectival from the assmption of a global perspective and/or hyper-aspectival or super-aspectival where hyper-genres or super-genres are being reviewed, etc; i.e., the hierarchicalization of intentional fields, etc. (76)


In effect, a pro-relational stance re-constructs the semblance of an embracement between our embodiment/s, embeddedness/es, and/or, embankment/s. How can such information be demonstrated? I believe one way of doing this is through the use of narrative (as suggested above). A reconstructed narration that is productive of greater degree –of value than that invested would be regarded as more aligned with that phenomenon of the narrative. This does not rule out the use of different narratives, but, it does suggest that those narratives that appear to be more aligned are productive, and v.v. (77)


How do go about this comparative use of narrational investment? By appealing first to conventions that would seem to assist us in this task. I.e., by using genres that would seem to be suitable in this regard. Moreover, it would seem advisable to use all four type of narration when and where possible (mono-aspectival, multi-aspectival, trans-aspectival and super/hyper-aspectival. Say, we are dealing with evidence describing a possible murder, murder scene, evidence found at the crime scene, etc. The murderer might just confess to the same and give a mono-aspectival reading of that situation. But a court might want to test this ‘confession’ and invoke a multi-aspectival set of readings; readings of people who could assist in this task of testing this ‘confession’. Some people, admittedly, very few, might confess to anything and everything. Or, the ‘murderer’ might be taking the rap for a murder they did not commit for reasons as yet not divined, etc. A philosopher might wish to delve deeper and try to understand the implicit and explicit values imprinted on that set of statements tended from those various witnesses who gave such statements. Or, a meta-philosopher might wish to delve even deeper into genres of murder, death, culpability, complicity, etc., and so, in this regard, an examination of the culture is best served in and through such an appreciation of the relationship various genres, etc., bear to each other, etc. (78)


In the light of the above we can find effective uni-alignment between a mono-aspectival reading and the apparent evidence of the text or set and/or series of texts in question. E.g., the confession and the report of the murder (the confession ostensively refers to). Or, a bi-alignment or multi-alignment between two or more points of view (ostensively referring to the same overall situation). Or, a ‘horizontal’ and ‘vertical’ mix of points of view and a variety of contextual levels of appreciation. E.g., in assessing the veracity off a set of ‘horizontal’ statement a ‘vertical’ sense of positioning is automatically entered into. Similarly, in the appreciation of the same a higher/deeper level of meta-positioning would then be entered into, etc. E.g., the sentencing of various judges could be compared by noting similar categories of trials and noting differences in the range of sentences handed down. Or, e.g., various contemporaneous modellings of an economic situation, say the national economy of a country, could be retrospectively compared in order to assess which models were closer to eventual outcomes, etc. (79)


I would argue that a mono/multi-aspectival set of readings plus a set/series of (meta-)contextual readings, in a transformational setting, would better simulate the dynamic functioning of the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. That a suspension of such simulations would then put us in a position to subjectively/inter-subjectively appreciate how judgments might have been arrived at, and, importantly, how they might have been better arrived at. In the process finding forms of alignment and, hopefully, better forms of re-alignment. (80)


How might one understand the narrational nature of a narrative? (81)


We can do this in a key understanding of a joint combination of structural and functional elements. In terms of structure we note that a type of narrative setting is invoked through noting space, time, objects and object-states, key characters and their audiences. Or, this could be more systematically cast in a fourfold (of fivefold) scheme along the lines of noting key characteristics occurring, and focused upon, in the narrative in question in objective, trans-objective (space-time), subjective and inter-subjective fields (with the invocation of a fifth field if a theological domain is also implicated). Transformations in these domains being duly noted in the narratives either explicitly or implicitly. In more functional terms we note the invocation of a type of narrative or some form of hybrid type. Then, the situation or situations entailed within are problematized (after the scene or scenes are first set in a non-problematic form).
 The narrative then enters into some form and degree of ongoing resolution where such problematization for the key subjective characters is progressively de-problematized. Effectively, the narrative ceases when de-problematizational resolution is successfully achieved or is stopped (in order to create this semblance of a terminus). As already indicated, the narrational perspective/s are either relatively restricted or non-restricted, and, mono/multi-aspectival, etc. (82)


Now we must face the very important question that in a capitalistic economy that if prices were to drop to near zero, despite the effective cost of formation, could such an economy continue? In this Contemporary era of digital disruption, de-linking of wages and work, the price of information approaching zero, the deconstruction of monopolies, the eventual subversion of all forms of gate-keeping, voluntary cooperatives (like Wikipedia, e.g.), the better matching of information without regard to middlemen or agents, etc., just how is the commercial economy, and its miscellany of institutions going to survive, if at all, such a transformational transition. With continuities and discontinuities?? (83)


In the light of the above we would need to make a distinction between products and/or services and/or externalities. Let me explain. (84)


We are dependent, to varying degrees of the formation of miscellaneous products. We have to eat, so food has to be grown, transported, processed, prepared and/or delivered, etc. We also depend on a variety of services both governmental and non-governmental in orientation. How could these two divisions survive in an economy with no price, no price information, etc? Will the information economy re-write this relatively non-informational economy? But, then, can product formation and service delivery escape the disruptive transformation/s already in place as a result of such innovative developments in this informational economy? (85)


What are ‘externalities’ and how have and how will such a factor influence the transformation of the overall economy in this informational era (that characterizes the emergent nature of this Contemporary era?)? (86)


In economics, an externality is the cost or benefit that affects a party who did not choose to incur that cost or benefit.
 They can be relatively positive, neutral and/or negative in orientation but are usually classified as either positive or negative. A positive externality is a benefit that is enjoyed by a third-party as a result of an economic transaction. Third-parties include any individual, organization, property owner, or resource that is indirectly affected. They can also be classified as positive production externalities, positive consumption externalities, negative production externalities and negative consumption externalities. E.g., respectively, our free use of the Google search engine or the Wikipedia encyclopedia or a bee keeper whose bees also pollinate nearby crops; a street with well-maintained, attractive properties may well contribute to a higher price if a neighbouring house is sold; the pollution created in the air, on land and/or in water by a mine or factory; and, a noisy party goers late at night causing sleep deprivation for nearby neighbours. (87)


In all of this digital disruption, etc., we can pose a number of problems in attempting to understand the current, and future, transformation/s of the overall economy. Does the information revolution and its externalities impact completely or imperfectly, radically or non-radically, on those aspects of the economy that supply products and services (and all hybrids between the same)? How can you have an economic situation where prices are zero or near zero? In the hypothetical removal of monopolies that can circumscribe supply and demand in their favour is it the case that we will merely trade one type of monopoly for another, say, e.g., newspaper barons and their media empires for the likes of Google or Wikipedia et al? Given such disruptions, already occurring, how will this effect the balance between relative equality and inequality; our current standards of living around the world from First World to Third World countries; the dissemination of democratic and non-democratic power; the organization of business and the ensuing nature of work; the production and distribution of entertainment like novels, movies, music, classical music, etc, etc? So, this list goes on… and where to start? Perhaps with a few observations and some generalizations and hope they will head us in the right direction/s? (88)


For a start, access to positive externalities can enrich our lives, expand a sense of freedom, give educational access previously restricted or denied, quickly settle dispute (given an authoritative use of information acceptable to all the disputants [be that from questions of spelling and meaning to issues in law, from apparent historical facts to people who also question the same, etc.]), a better standard of living all other things being equal.
 But should it be viewed as a compensation for what otherwise could be a reduced standard of living if there has been a detrimental de-linking of wages and work. I don’t believe that would be acceptable. In this vein let me explore how positive externalities might be profitable to those who otherwise would donate their services for free. (89)


Digital disruption is not just changing habits or modes of informational access. Not so long ago a person might collect records… then tapes… then digital tapes… cd’s… dvd’s… or access a site that sells songs for a small amount… to sites that give the same away for a zero price. If the same can be had for free, then most of us will take it in a form that is free. A few of us might so value that service that they would then send a small donation to that site if they were soliciting for the same. Wikipedia operates on this model and seems to operate successfully. The consensus is that some aspects of Wiki, e.g., Wikinews, would operate better if they had a better source of funding. But there is a potential downside to the way funds are collected and from whom they might be collected (given that the proverbial piper can call the tune). But, then, You Tube advertizes. On the other hand, a small Internet site might not be able to avail themselves of this form of finance. In this regard, how might a musician who posts their music to such a site and gifts it in a form that is free recover some, all or more of the cost naturally associated with same given the cost of their education, the expense of acquiring their instruments and maintaining them, their need to live and live a life with a reasonable standard of living, etc? Where once upon a time the sale of recordings may have generated an income stream this possibility is now no longer guaranteed. ‘Songs’ might be sold, and, recording might be ordered and bought from people wishing to have access to the same it would appear that for many musicians, concerts could be a way to finance their vocation. Indeed, becoming ‘famous’ on the Internet and social media may well be a positive externality for them too if their concerts are sold out and prove to be successful on a regular basis. Or, e.g., an academic might prefer to publish whole books in a free e-format and, therein and thereafter, improve their academic status through the apparent depth and breath of their wider readership with such ‘fame’ being translated into a better paying position in a more prestigious university, etc. Such producers of intellectual content hoping to indirectly benefit from the donation of both their time and intellectual effort. Or, could the state or big business also play the role of a patron in this regard? Rather than give a well-trained and productive musician welfare give them, instead, some form of an intellectual grant or some other equivalent given their obvious skill and generosity of spirit. The government could take some distance in this regard and establish a prize with the same outcome (by letting their peers do this form of selection in a transparent and relatively unbiased manner). (90)

But, let me propose a thought experiment here, namely, how might an investment company go about this manner of patronization in such a way so as to get a positive dividend on their investing in such exceptional individuals? Or, in simple and blunt language, in their successful picking so-called winners (given that some form of profit is to flow through their marketing despite their treatment as a positive externality). How might such a task be better organized given the existence of such externalities already in place? Or, as a side question, how might externalities be directly or indirectly harnessed in a profitable manner? Successfully answer this type of question and the future for those who deliver intellectual content would be more assured. Indeed, the more successful possibilities that could be demonstrated the better this future for such providers… and the ensuing mutual enrichment of our own lives! Do we want to envisage a society where a wide range of miscellaneous forms of intellectual content is no longer provided… given that society seems to no longer to desire and privilege such content? (91)


Regardless, some intellectual content will always be produced. However, it takes hours of time for the amateur to become a full professional and if they cannot earn a living form their professional vocation then the world will be much the poorer (in non-material terms of reference). (92)


One very good artist has recounted to me how she likes to post her pictures to Facebook. There they get liked. She enjoys the feedback she receives from comments added to such postings. On the other hand, when she does an exhibition she said she might sell only one or two works, incurring a loss, with very little feedback (except, perhaps, from the opening night where, admittedly, most people are more socializing than finding an opportunity in the crowd to properly view her work?). (93)


By looking at various forms of externality, positive and negative, production and consumption we find through innovative individual responses that there are ways and means for profiting, etc. In dealing with pollution, e.g., it is obvious to common sense that the polluter should pay rather than just the public at some later date (with the polluter often having profited a long time before). Or, an academic could post their work, make a name for themselves and through such name recognition seek a more prestigious university, better recompense from the same, etc. However, it is in the scale of the shift required, through digital disruption, etc., to merely get back to where such intellectual content providers might have expected in terms of recompense. Do we have a general solution to this dilemma? On one hand, we want such intellectual content (do we want to listen for the next hundred years or so to how a Beethoven symphony was performed in the 1950’s or in the year 2010?), and, on the other hand, we also happily prefer, on balance, to that which is given away free. Price might be zero but costs can never be zero. How is this conundrum to be resolved? By looking at how innovations in recompense are already being arrived at? Perhaps by noting the same and then getting organizations, institutions and governments, etc., to foster such new forms of funding? (94)


This evening saw a busker who sounded very competent on his guitar; accepting tips and selling his cd’s for $20. My impression was that this was not going to be a very successful business model, but, then, he was giving it a go and with some tweaking and persistence might make it pay? Using this anecdote as a paradigm it would appear that for producers of positive externalities innovative, indirect means must be harnessed in order, first, to cover costs, second, earn a livelihood, and, third, generate a surplus (that might also assist others). That such directly donated compactual items stand in need of indirectly achieved, adequate forms of compensation. Now, some large digital, near monopolistic organization will more that surpass a point of breaking even (usually from inserted ads, pop-ups, banners and the like). This might suggest that artists, writers, philosophers, etc., may well need to band together and form their own organized collectives, if not super-collectives in this regard. The relative power and wealth of such a collective somehow being better utilized to drive a more equitable deal if only from associated forms of indirect financial assistance rather than directly from such externalities themselves? (95)


It has been suggested that with digital information progressively heading to a zero price, practically free (as a positive externality of consumption) that this will be the death of monopolies.
 To some extent this seems true as classical monopolies have been swept away. However, it remains to be seen whether the traditional, hierarchically structured, monopolistic storage of information, with their gatekeepers, with a copyright on such information, can persist if the abundance of information has a price that is zero or near zero (regardless of its direct costs in this regard)? Major newspapers seem to heading for the scrap heap? Minor, niche newspapers seem to be making a name for themselves especially if they have a pronounced digital imprint that is also free? We have a parallel here where a number of small cd publishing enterprises seem to be bucking the trend, being experienced by traditional music empires, and, as small concerns, have managed to stay afloat? Again, this seems to suggest that small collectives, cooperatives, organizations with member who almost give their time for free may well be able to eventually finance themselves albeit in their niche market environments? Almost as startups with limited funds, innovating in their niche markets, establishing a named presence and finally breaking even to then go on, afterwards, perhaps, to also making a small profit? (96)


What oils the workings of any economy be that commercial and/or non-commercial in orientation? The ever-present aspect of the existential (in its systematic overall sense
) and its facilitated amplification.
 (97)

5.    Existential Economics


Without foundational trust, mutual forms of interaction, degrees of equity, modes of resolution, etc., no economy whatsoever could function! (98)


How could we lend, work for or with others, save our money, place our accumulated finances in a bank or some other financial institution, etc? How could the dissemination of commercial power be exercised when such forms of interaction had no mutual coincidence, and, our confidence in the same, to some degree, could not be otherwise? In a commercial transaction or set of such transactions is it not the case that we assume we will get something back for our labours, time, cooperation, advice, interaction, etc., even if all power relations are ostensively unequal, are resisted to some degree in a variety of forms, non-absolutely transparent to all parties concerned, etc? Then, how could the economy, any economy, operate if there were no possible forms of resolution in which dissonant materials, non-transparent motivations and inauthentic interactions are not, to some extent, authentically engaged… given that we are living in this same world with others, ever dependent upon others (as much as we may like to think otherwise)? (99)


What is this aspect of the existential (whether it be defined in a non-systematic sense or a systematic sense
)? (100)


The extent a relationship in question is in lived experience above and beyond the mere material basis of its existence given that the relational whole is greater the sum of its relational parts. Just as a broom is the non-reductive, emergence of the integrity of both its handle and broom head because if there were no such integrity then it would cease to both be and function as a mere broom and instead be reduced to a mere handle and a mere broom head and our sweeping with the latter would be much less efficient.
 In this instance the existential difference between the mere sweeping with the broom head and using the broom is an existential difference which is productive of an existential surplus in valuation formation. The concept of ‘valuation’ entails identity, value and contextual-work formation/s.
 With a broom the sweeper is relatively empowered, sweeping is facilitated, and, the work done in having that region to be swept is better expedited. (101)


Given its necessity in the commercial world how does its amplification better facilitate the functioning of the non-existentially oriented world of lived experience, if at all? (102)


E.g., without trust in a business situation there could be no contract. With adequate trust the contract might be enacted but with a number of extra conditions? On the other hand, with the correct assumption of an absolute trust, and an observance of such trust, the commercial contract would be better facilitated; especially if suitably executed. Would that not be the case? Establish a positive credit history with a bank and they might one day be happy to lend you finance for a house (all reasonable pre-conditions being met). Of course, a con artist might borrow a little amount first to then borrow a much larger amount later and disappear with the same without making any form of repayment. How might we discern the existential difference here – between stated authenticity and unstated inauthenticity? Between what is promised and how that promise will be kept; was or was not kept as discerned in hindsight? (103)


A trustworthy person continues to redemonstrate trustworthiness. A con artist already has a negative history (being a con artist). Avail yourself of such a history. Or, given the essential nature of the historical is already stamped on the emerging resolution of the present seek to determine holistically if inauthenticity is already co-present to an extent that would render trust as something impossible to extend, or, at best, something merely dissimulated? Or, note that inauthenticity is more easily deconstructed, so, therefore, attempt a discreet or direct process of deconstruction in order to appreciate to what degree trustworthiness was or is present or was not or is not present? Here we can look for a potential mismatch between statements and statements, statements and observations, observations and their ensuing expression of statement re the same, and, observations and observation (be they other observations or re-observations of ostensively the same observation [be they at different times, different positions, through the lenses of different contexts, etc.]). (104)


I have defined elsewhere the ‘existential’ as equivalent with the ‘pro-relational’. I.e., as that type of experience that is representative of the existential excess or surplus that emerges through the resolution of its relational integrity. That in a pro-relational stance we take the perspective of the relationship in question to that extent it can be focused upon without objectifying it a non-relational stance. A dialectical position afforded to us through acts of judgment taking place around the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. [Furthermore, this semblance of relationally oriented representation is also trans-cognitive, i.e., ‘transcendental’
, given that it is and must be trans-conceptual in orientation (as judgments must be ‘between, within and/or through concepts’
 and, therefore, trans-conceptual in appreciation). Moreover, a representational economy can be modeled on phenomenal-phenomenological textual presentation, hermeneutical meta-textal representation, and, existential non-textual re-presentation. That, given the difference between representation and re-presentation is the indication that the latter is chaotically oriented it follows that such ‘re-presentation’, as a third dialectical moment, is and must be chaotically oriented. Therefore, this third moment of existential transformation (in its non-systematic sense) must be chaotically oriented, and, so, likewise imparting to the intentional economy a chaotic sense of transformation (through this chaotically oriented element of the ‘re-presentational’. Consequently, all harmonic resolution is both transformationally and chaotically, and, therefore, with such an orientation must impart an overall existential semblance (in its systematic sense) of re-direction in valuation which could be either positive and/or negative in relational terms of reference. A ‘positive’ reading implying the current preservation and/or conservation of that relationship in question
]. (105)


The existential is there in every experience but is more often than not overlooked. We all have had experiences when we feel in tune with another person, or, a sense of unity and spontaneity in a group of people, or, an intuitive appreciation that has served us better than if we were to labouriously think that same thing through, or, that we did the right thing in a certain situation, or, that more was had through sharing the experience than if we were to have had enjoyed it alone, etc., etc. I would argue that that type of experience is existential in orientation. That in examining this type of experience we find we have a different way of experiencing time, place, person, etc. That such an experience appears to be relatively more authentic and much less egotistically motivated. Moreover, it appears to empower the person or persons who experience this more intense way of seeing the world. That such an experience invites insight, trust, an ability to better empathize with others, a greater facility to be more flexible and more appreciative of the environment we find ourselves in… (106)


How does this orientation relate to the world of commerce? As an overlooked dimension in which everything finds its authentic sense of place… be that as being authentic or being found to be inauthentic… (107)


Without this existential background, there could be no goodwill, no real customer satisfaction, no enjoyment to be found in our vocation, no real excitement in the way we lead our lives with-others, before-others. And all of this has indirect and direct consequences in the realm of commerce. (108)


This re-valuation of our passage through this world as lived is re-visited when we take a pro-relational stand in our dealings with others…be they with us or against us as we make our progression along this type of path. A sense of re-orientation that can be more easily induced by enacting an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension in either local or global terms of reference. E.g., by questioning the apparent configuration of a certain situation without being overly paranoid. That by such doubt we open ourselves up to a reconsideration of the same, indeed, a potentially profound form of re-consideration. Or, e.g., by attempting to engage in a global suspension let a process of deconstruction set about re-presenting a more viable way of seeing things… and through such passive insight allow ourselves to enact through intervention a suitable process of oversight. An existential orientation being amplified through an existentialization of the relatively non-existential rather than an impossible process of existentializing the relative existential. Indeed, transforming the relatively inauthentic into the relatively authentic through such an attuned, in tune form of responsible engagement. (109)


Existentialization ensures the preservation and conservation of our relationships. By ‘preservation’ we mean the continuing existence of the relation(ship) in question through its non-absence. By ‘conservation’ we mean the amplification in current valuation (in terms of identity, value and/or contextual work being more effectively enacted). A bit like going to the beach. The easier and fastest place to walk is along the sand already watered in the washing of the tide. Veer off into the surf, and not be able to swim, would mean your immanent death (and non-preservation). On the other hand, to walk along the drier sand is to experience a greater sense of resistance in your passage through this world. That this Goldilock’s region between the surf and sand is the best place to make our passage through the world… given that taking this approach better facilitates our passage through this world with others…! (110)


Now, let me say this, baldly and boldly, that the science of economics is in calculating inputs and outputs, but, that the art of economic interaction resides in the existential realm alone where we experience an existential surplus of valuation… be it in goodwill, true quality control and assurance, a mutual sense of profit and self-value, a strengthening of the democratic, the real source of all health and happiness… That, indeed, no economist, worth their salt, should overlook this dimension. Moreover, this observation applies to all disciplines and all disciplinarians from the theological to the philosophical, from the scientific domain and onwards to those who have a more practical, hands on approach to the beneficial re-construction of this world as lived! (111)


How might such a general claim be demonstrated? (112)


Even in the Hegelian thought experiment of master-and-slave, and it were the case that a slave were to invite absolute exploitation, given such circumstances, if the master were not to also look after their slave then this relationship could not persist through the inevitably hastened death of that slave. Hence the need for the necessary preservation of this relationship from the perspective of all parties. But, could we also argue for a conservation
 of this relationship on the grounds that the existential necessarily both preserves and conserves the relationship in question? The master is motivated and through such motivation will find pleasure in getting their slave to discharge the objective or objectives of such motivation. The slave may not be motivated in anything else other than to survive and, therefore, finds motivation in discharging the objectives of the master in order to achieve a discharge of this minimum motivation necessary for their own preservation. So, even on this extreme level of interaction there must be met a certain discharge of objectives even if those objectives on the main, in an overall sense, are not relatively mutual. But, even here, the desire of the master to preserve the existence of their slave and for the slave to preserve their own existence is mutually enjoined. Of course, the slave master could possess a number of slaves and be ‘careless’ with some, but, cannot be ‘careless’ with them all and still remain a slave-master for the long term. So, if the element of the existential must exist even in slavery how much more must it be in existence in the commercial realm beyond the extremes of slavery?! (113)


Indeed, we can now argue that it is in the existentialization of the relatively non-existential that a true sense of profitability is to be expanded. E.g., a coffee shop slightly off the beaten track is a haunt much favoured by locals. The goodwill generated by those premises has its customers returning. Without those customer returning as ‘customers;, that business would have quickly folded. Now, sometimes, it is the case, in cafés that are in the middle of commercial activity, and not off the beaten track, where service can leave much to be desired. In one busy seaside café my request for a glass of water to accompany my short black was met with their insistence that I go to their fridge and buy a bottle of water. I am sure that this short-sighted policy of the owner is not well received by the public who will make their displeasure evident to the workers in this callous establishment that their employment and service is just sub-standard and not in line with general expectations that coffee should be accompanied with water given that that is the civilized custom and given that that beach was such a hot place to drink coffee in the first place. The business may not fold given a near infinite stream of potential customers but customers put out by such a lack of service would not be returning and, surely, during off times, a return of local customers would be a strategy worth cultivating? My point here is this that even if profit were not substantially altered the enjoyment to be experienced working in such a short-sighted establishment may well mean a higher turn over in staff. Then, even if it were merely a family run business, regular customer dissatisfaction is not something most people would want to have to experience in their place of work. I must confess the reaction from my silent look of scorn hit home that I was not the first to make this same form of a protest… and we are all human; sometimes all too human…. (114)


Who in their right mind wants to work merely to keep body and soul together so to speak? We all seek forms of valuation… and to divorce this natural propensity to seek such recognition in our place of work is worse that perverse. And those that deprive their workers of such are even more perverse, and, often not even working in their long-term self-interest. How can they live with themselves except by separating themselves from the gaze of their workers and merely attending to some clinically expanding bottom line? How can they live with themselves in public if they trash their own reputations… and the public get to know this about them? But, in time, unhappy workers, in the end, are more trouble than what false profits might have been over-extracted from them in the first place. We have institutions and regulations, hard won over time, to guard against such maltreatment. Compliance with such customs should be overseen, and, if those who do the overseeing, and those who fund this form of oversight, are at fault then they, too, should also share in such blame and reprobation.
 As concerned citizens we need to travel beyond this lack of community spirit, so prevalent in past centuries, and, we can only do this through a progressive democratization of the market place, which, obviously, still stands in need of such an ongoing form of transformation….
 (115)

6.    Provisional Conclusions, Comments and Observations


Let me conclude here by dealing with a number of problems and proffer a set of provisional solutions, possible forms of resolution, etc. (116)

Now, if prices were zero what information is entailed if at all? Perhaps indicating only the lack or near lack of a monopoly (that would not have let such prices approach or equal zero). Perhaps access to cost would give us a better picture of ‘true price’ even if the positive externality in question was happily donated (like this essay)? However, if a person where to produce this positive externality in their own time or on the time of a company or under some form of grant or similar would a better measure of its social worth be seen in its accessibility, the degree that accessibility is and has been accessed, associated spin-offs, other positive consequences, etc? I would believe that to be the case more or less… In other words, a non-colonizational expansion in the overall enrichment of the compactual realm (contrary to the colonizing proliferation by the contractual realm of the contractual realm and its tendencies to also promote forms of the colonization of the compactual realm as well). However, be that as it may, some estimate of costs incurred might be a better expression of its real price in this regard? (117)

As already noted, price-and-cost charts its sense of place in a world of the contractual (given that the valuation we place on it can determine a relativity of price, etc.). Does this sense of place, i.e., placement, have existential consequential and compactual implications? If a popular singer is more desired than an opera diva then that star would more easily command a greater premium for their concerts than that diva. But who are we to evaluate the relative worth of either in such pecuniary terms? On the other hand, such implicit relativity in e/valuation more reflects upon us. Or, then again, ‘different needs demand different remedies’ and ‘chalk is best not compared with cheese’. This point granted, then we should try to see valuation as outside its placement and more in its sense of emplacement as found embraced; i.e., in its embracement. The aesthetic pleasure experienced in an opera goer listening to a certain diva could be just as great as a non-opera goer attending the concert of that popular star. Importantly, in our embracement with our own experience of embodiment, our experience of others and our experience of an embankment with the world as our prime basis of support we should find our existential sense of attunement, rapport, feeling at home. Indeed, in this being at home with this world as lived such non-existentially oriented displacement needs to be displaced and displaced in an ongoing manner that allows us to enjoy our compactual being in this world with others. This rapport cannot be had in a displacement of the contractual but in an ongoing harmonization of the same since, to a large extent, if not entirely, except for an element of chance, the compactual is realized only through an existentialization of the contractual! (118)


How can we put a price-and/or-cost on the compactual, on this domain of the existential? Not in absolute terms but in relative terms. E.g., this set of experiences was felt to be better than that set of experiences. This could be relatively positive in regard to the relatively negative, or, the relatively more positive in regard to the relatively less positive. E.g., I was pleased to say to my friend, who was being unusually rude that day, that “I will speak to you tomorrow,” rather than say, as I felt, “Go to hell and I don’t want to see you ever again!” E.g., it was with greater semblance of an unhappy-gladness in being able to say goodbye to my lover going on holiday overseas for a month than to a friend who I will be seeing again in a few day’s time. Our deeper affection for others comes in various shades and degrees. The intensity of this compactual dimension is sometimes better appreciated through absence rather than our immersion in its presence. Although, it is true, the latter can be better appreciated if we were to stand back… enter into its existential domain through an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension… (119)


But, as implied, the establishment and exercise of a world of price-and-cost cannot escape a world of the compactual given the necessity for the preservation-conservation of all commercial arrangements when examined from an overall point of view. (120)


But, all contractual arrangements, through their very finiteness, must have a beginning, a middle and an end. Whereto, then, the accompanying of a compactual dimension in the demise of a certain contractual state of affairs? The good a person does in this world lives on after them… The bad we do, and that others have done, must be atoned for. In other words, this semblance of an existential, compactual realm is not the preserve of any one person. Furthermore, it must be continually re-constituted… thence this necessity for atonement. I.e., a positive recognition that amends need to be made either individually, through others, through our organizations, communities, institutions, through our politics and on the international stage as well. In other words, our contracts need to take into account this recognition in order to redress such asymmetries in our moral lives as we stand before others. That positive (e)valuation promotes the expedition of all our contracts be that in quantity and/or in quality of our products, our services and/or our externalities. That given the existentialization of the relatively non-existential implies this need to transmute the relatively non-existential into the relatively existential. I.e., ensure our contracts in the commercial world have a compactual flavour in order to tap into this ever-present source of positive (e)valuation. (121)


Given the necessity of the dissemination of economic power through others, and only to be through others, what otherwise could the role of the political be other than to ensure that the contractual domain is suitably enacted and maintained in order to oversee and expand the ‘profitable’ role of this compactual dimension as well! No person is an island who, as a person, lives by mere bread and water alone..!! (122)









Noël Tointon, Leura, 28.3.16.

� 	Or, more specifically as: the central commercial condition, the relational commercial condition, the aspirational commercial condition.


� 	The model for this paragraph is my first essay in my recent set of essays in political philosophy titled: Part I: Politics as the Art of the Realization of the Possible: A Trans-Discursive Re-Reading?


� 	Paragraph 2.


� 	Or, more specifically as: the central commercial condition, and, the central aspirational commercial condition, and the central relational commercial condition.


� 	Note ‘preservation’ and ‘conservation’ have technical meanings, namely, respectively, ‘the continuing non-negated presence of that institution in question’ and ‘the amplification of valuation associated with that institution in question. In essence, a commercial institution should normally turn a profit I order to maintain its existence and expand its range of operations. By ‘absorb’ and ‘dissolve’ is meant, respectively, ‘absorption by another commercial institution’ and ‘outright failure of that institution in question’. Or, in terms of the stock market a takeover or an amalgamation, or, the failure of that institution, bankruptcy or similar.


� 	Making the merelogical point that an essential cross-section should reflect the essential nature of the overall economy in question.


� 	It could be said: what is not growing (and making a profit) is dying (and heading towards death)!


� 	The opposite sin being the refusal of debt facilities to demonstrably viable forms of commercial activity. Such a tendency should invite a counter-balancing from the relative central bank (noting and reacting as well, in an agile, appropriate manner, all adverse unintended consequences, etc.).


� 	Invoking the threefold formula of consonance, dissonance and resolution. The invocation of the type of narrative to a certain extent already introduces this element of consonance through the expected uniformity of that genre as denoted, and, that, therein and thereafter, acts as a consonant background field, etc.


� 	Wikipedia article on externalities.


� 	If a person, say, has an intense interest in classical music then they would value access to You Tube. If their wages and employment were to remain the same, we could argue that they now have a better standard of living having acquired access and availing themselves of this form of a positive externality (of consumption).


� 	I am thinking here of the work of Paul Mason. Refer to his recent book: Postcapitalism; Allen Lane, 2015.


� 	The existential in its non-systematic sense is the third dialectical moment of the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension (being the to be suspended conjunction of the first two moments), etc. In contrast the existential in its systematic sense is the ensuing existential flavour of interactions enacted from a pro-relational point of view and not from the perspectives of objects, contexts, our selves and/or others (being the suspension of all three moments where the third moment of the non-systematic existential is the balance of the former two moments as noted). By such a strategy we can differentiate two senses utilized in the expression of the ‘existential’ (and, hopefully, not confuse them or confuse others through the double use of this expression).Given this distinction we can say the existential in its systematic sense is equivalent to a pro-relational stance, and, the existential in its non-systematic sense is equal to the conjunction of the negation of the negation of both the phenomenological moment of analysis or reduction and the hermeneutical moment of synthesis or reconstitution. 


� 	‘Amplification’ is code for both ‘positive, non-chaotically orchestrated augmentation’ and ‘positive, chaotically organized enhancement’. ‘Positive’ is that valuational formation that is preserved (through re(-)constitution) and/or conserved (through amplification). ‘Valuation’ consists of forms of identity, contextual-work and/or value formation.


� 	I.e., as a third moment in the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension, or, the net effect of an existential orientation exercised in an authenticity of being-with-others.


� 	With allusions to Wittgenstein.


� 	Invoking here, respectively, phenomenal-phenomenological, (non-systematic) existential and hermeneutically oriented inputs and outputs (with an existential differential of output over mere inputs as its existential difference/existential surplus).


� 	I use the term ‘transcendental’ in two interconnected senses of being trans-conceptual, i.e., judgmental in orientation, and, as that transcendental possibility that would allow some form of non-transcendental actualization. W.r.t. the latter sense we could argue that a triangle in Euclidean space has three angles that add up to 1800 and never one degree more nor one degree less, etc. Or, given the factual historical acceptance of the Roman military leader known as Julius Caesar (but not an absolute account of his historical travels) then it might have been possible for him to have traveled through the geographical region now designated as the city of Paris. That, given that this transcendental possibility is not currently denied then it is possible that he once traveled through such a region during the course of his lifetime. Usually, this term ‘transcendental’ is being used in the former sense of being equated with that epistemological level of experience that deals with the trans-intentional, as the trans-conceptual and hence as trans-cognitive in orientation; i.e., the judgmental. When an act of judgment is suitably suspended, in the overall transcendental suspension, it takes on this pro-relational stance; i.e., in both its passive reflection of and active intervention on the behalf of that apparent relationship itself per se as a simulation of that simulation. Enacted intervention being instigated through the suspension of that suspension (as examined outside the course of these four modules).


� 	In an allusion to Kant.


� 	The reader is probably best not to read either technical sections placed within square brackets or additional information within round brackets. In this section I am detailing the epistemological territory of the existential orientation in its systematic sense and noting it is centered with and identical to trans-intentional judgment allowed to operate from the emergence of a pro-relational stance. I.e., in and through this experience of an existential surplus or excess and the metaphorical tendency of the same to spill over into existentially oriented acts of pro-relational intervention (through transcendental reservation).


� 	‘Conservation’ is a technical expression meaning an amplification of the valuation in a relationship (i.e., in terms of self-identity/other-identity and/or value and/or contextual facilitation of that relationship in question). 


� 	Witness inevitable cost of the bad publicity over the exploitation of 7-Eleven workers and the rampant abuse of those on 457 visas to the sore discredit of this country of Australia and all the citizens who live here!


� 	And what goes for the market place also goes for that beyond the market place too! We live in a democracy but our institutions are run like military encampments… along with their ensuing inefficiencies and inauthenticities.





