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Module IV: The Politics of Politics*
0.    Pre-Introduction


The politics of politics is correctly not political but meta-political; a philosophical appreciation of the political. Given that governance, in the dissemination of commercial power in the realm of business is an importance aspect to consider let us do so through this abbreviated understanding of the meta-political. (0)

1.    Introduction

In this module let me summarize the findings presented in a recent volume titled: Politics as the Art of the Realization of the Possible (2016). To this we will add, when relevant, insights and observations discussed in our three previous modules as well a more detailed discussion of the disseminative economy (in the light of the commercial world).  (1)

2.    Exposition in a Summary Form


Business by virtue of its re-organization of social structures and function, necessarily implicates a political dimension. But, not being directly political, must be differentiated from the discipline of the political. (2)


As a discipline in its own right we examined in the first module the particular nature of business as a commercial dimension of lived-experience. It was conducted under nine headings mirroring research in the first essay in Politics as the Art of the Possible and elsewhere. (3)

This examination was conducted under the three parallel super-headings or categories of differentials, conditions and tools of discovery; under their nine heading of commercial difference, meta-commercial difference, non-commercial difference; the central condition, the relational condition, the aspirational condition;
 and, commercial intentions, commercial blocs and commercial enactions.
 (4)


Under these nine heading (with their threefold parallelism) business as a discipline (in the light of previous research on this topic) was examined. (5)

*For the latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html

In a political sphere, in a trans-discursive reading of the political discipline, these super heading were, respectively: of differentials, conditions and tools of discovery; under their nine heading we had political difference, meta-political difference, non-political difference; the central condition, the relational condition, the aspirational condition; and, political intentions, political blocs and political enactions. (6)


In an ideal setting, in an archetypal setting of a discipline, these heading might be briefly read along the following lines. The disciplinarian difference is that difference the disciplinarian sees in their vision of the secular world. I.e., the secular vision of world plus their disciplinarian difference. In a theological setting that difference is the vision of the Divine entertained in question by the theologian, etc. In a political arena it is the difference a politician with vision (and, hopefully, with successful ‘visibility’) hopes to sees enacted, i.e., aspires to. In a commercial world that difference is a successful business enterprise or similar that survives the course of its planned existence. In asking what the meta-difference is we are asking the existential question what difference does that difference make in the exercise of that discipline as exercised by its disciplinarians either professional and/or non-profession in professionality. In asking what a non-difference is in a certain discipline we are asking what is there in common between the difference and the meta-difference. In a theology the theologian sees the Divine as that difference, the importance of the Divine entering into the life of the phenomenal world as being the meta-difference and the non-difference as that non-difference that must exist between the Divine and the non-Divine for them to be able to interrelate, indeed, interact at all. I argue that this archetypal structure can be read in all disciplines (since, like all intentionality, it occurs about the central existence of the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension at the center of all thought, judgment, action, interaction with others, etc. (7)


Moving on from differentials we now look at the archetypal nature of the conditions, i.e., central, aspiration and relational. The central condition takes the differential of that discipline in question and then equates it with the objective desired by that discipline. In the political world I argued that this is entailed in my motto of ‘social improvement and personal betterment’. In the commercial world this would be the continued survival of the business enterprise in question. The central aspiration is to see this central condition being realized as the primary intentional objective of that discipline or type of discipline under examination (i.e., when examined from specific instances, particular types to this type in general terms of reference). Connecting this central condition and its aspiration is the central relation that connect these two aspects through the methodologiy or methodologies adopted and adapted to this task (and renders a state of relative non-difference in this regard by connecting commonalities and building upon the same). (8)


In looking at our archetypal tools of discovery I essentially propose correlations, alignments and transformations which, in a disseminative economy, would be ‘matching’, ‘reading’ and ‘re-reading’ as discussed in Module III.
 In a commercial/political realms they were treated as commercial/political intentions, blocs and enactions; i.e., as those intentions being thematized and aspired to, the manner of their dissemination through others (necessitating institutions, parties, blocs, etc.), and, the transformations thought necessary to realize those aspiration that preserve and conserve the central condition. (9)


In my fourth political essay I proposed six key points politicians and non-politicians should be aware of namely:

i.
That all power has a (de facto) democratic basis (even if not a de jure fact);

ii.
That a motivated politician must seize the real political center and then move it towards the objective center; 

iii.
That politics as the realization of the possible needs to observe the incremental nature of an aspirational economy, etc;

iv.
That politicians ideally should represent all classes, i.e., elites, middle classes and the disenfranchised and dis-empowered lower classes, etc; 

v.
That the dissemination of power should be existentially oriented, mutual and reciprocal;

vi.
That politicians should be transparent in their motivation, be seen to be accountable in their activities, and, be ‘visible’ in the widest sense possible (i.e., be seen, be able to see now and foresee, and, show or demonstrate what they see now and foresee). (10)


From this open set of six key observations I argued for a manifesto that observed these same six key points as six headings:

i. A progressive democratization of power; 

ii.
A progressive, re-balanced non-extremism; 

iii.
A progressive, incremental, pragmatic realistic-idealism; 

iv.
A progressive broad spectrum representationalism; 

v.
A progressive, mutual, existential program of political reciprocity; and, 

vi.
A progressive, transparent, fully accountable semblance of political visibility (from the being seen to see the reality of the current situation to what is needed to demonstrating such ideas, etc.).(11)


That in the dissemination of power, in whatever form, for whatever purpose, we need to take such ideals on board. (12)


Politics was also seen as the necessary arbitration of a set of competing imperatives. We also know that these imperatives come as balanced sets in an ecological environment restrained by budgets and constrained by how we prioritize or do not proioritize such imperatives at any one moment or period in time (through the adequate formation of interpretative fields of theoretical examination, practical execution and critical forms of critique). (13)


In the political arena twelve imperatives were eventually proposed. First, in my sixth political essay, I listed eight kinds (giving them double names) as follows:

i.
Central Imperatives of Need or Demand (defined as Imperatives of Social Improvement and/or Individual [Opportunity of] Betterment)

ii.
Imperatives of Finance or Budget

iii.
Imperatives of Exigency or Emergency

iv.
Imperatives of Security or Defense

v.
Imperatives of Arbitration or Governance

vi.
Imperatives of Regularization or Rectification

vii.
Imperatives of Insulation or Separation

viii.
Imperatives of Authority or Leadership
 (14)


To this list I added one more in the eighth political essay:


ix.
Imperatives of Presupposition or Consequence. [VIII.27] (15)


Then, in the Postscript to my set of eight political essays text I noted three more. 

x. Balance between the Contractual and Compactual Spheres of Influence and Operation (or Balanced Political Accord)

xi. The Eleventh (Meta-)Political Imperative of Ecological Balance and Arbitrated Intervention (or Ecological Political Arbitration).

xii.
The Twelfth (Trans-)Political Imperative of Engagement and Fulfilment (or Engaged Political Fulfilment). (16)
In the marketplace of the business world I have not fully mapped out a more complete set of commercial imperatives on purpose believing this task is best left to the commercial practitioner themselves as the situation/s to hand appear to call it for them. However, some imperatives were noted, namely, a need for a balance (and integration) of the compactual and the contractual spheres of operation; the implicit or explicit imperative of stating the central condition and aspiring after its obtainment (which in the business world is the survivability of the enterprise/s in question); an imprative of budgetary restraint; an overall meta-imperative of care and concern, seeking an ecological balance and arbitrated intervention over the overall commercial realm between relevant imperatives. That such insight/s is to oversee commercial forms of intervention (in the understanding that in the enaction of all actions or non-actions such intervention will have unintended consequences despite our best intentions [although a window of opportunity will always exists for some period of time between the same]). (17)

An implicit imperative of preserving and conserving the suitable functioning of the current or prospective mature democratic life-world and its plethora of minor life-worlds was also pointed out (given that business enterprises on the whole do much better in a stable political environment, and, preferably, in a democratic one [since a democratic environment could be shown to be a better environment for the matching of information, etc.
]). (18)

Because the enaction of an imperative co-opts an aspirational economy we are also supplied with one general imperative, three general sub-imperatives and one general meta-imperative, i.e.:

I.
The General Aspirational Imperative; enacted under the three sub-headings:

II.
Realistic Imperative of Ascertainment (with links to Regularization, etc.)

III.
Pragmatic Imperative of Performance (with links to our Central Imperative of Demand, etc.)

IV.
Idealistic Imperative of Envisualization (with links to Authority, etc.)

V.
Meta-Imperative of Aspirational Arbitration (of the above) (with links to Arbitration, etc.) [VI.27] (19)

Good political governance was noted as the relatively successful arbitration of political imperatives within the limitations of the political economy (which includes its political capital). [0] (20)


What is good governance – the successful arbitration of political imperatives despite the limitations to hand in regard to that political economy as insightfully overseen in that period of time. I would also argue that good governance also contributes to a preservation and conservation of political capital. Let me examine this concept of good governance under the following twelve headings, namely, an existentially oriented appreciation of context; insightful-oversight; reasonable adoption and adaptation of customary political norms; accountability; transparency; visibility (in all its senses); as an existential process enacted within a critical, existential frame of reference; equitableness; promotion of a pro-democratic preservation and conservation; through the realization of a suitable arbitration of political imperatives as they are found to present themselves (in a representational economy, etc.), with an amplification of political capital; all executed in a state of transcendental reservation (on the behalf of the political relationships in question and not for the aggrandisement or enrichment of the politician in question, or the mere preservation of their power and the continuing governance of that specific party, etc.
), etc. [VIII.77] (21)


I see this set of twelve as divided into four sets of three, namely, situation (in terms of an existential appreciation of context, ensuing insightful-oversight enacted through the institution of social norms, expectations, modes of disseminative delivery; three important conditional virtues of accountability, etc; three pre-conditional considerations for the preservation and conservation of the democratically organized political life-world; and, three aspects of engagement that are likely to establish a successful post-conditional praxis. [VIII.78] (22)


Let me now briefly define, in provisional terms, definitions of these twelve headings as guidelines for the instantiation of both good governance and a recognition that such governance was well-delivered (given the circumstances of its execution, etc.): 

i.
Context: An existential oriented appreciation of the situation in questions.

ii.
Insightful-oversight: An existentially directed, active process of enaction existentially centered in passive insightfulness.

iii.
Norms: Meta-textual genres of behaviour as socially expected norms of behaviour that become instituted as modes of disseminative delivery (institutions).

iv.
Accountability: Being responsible for our deliberations and taking responsibility for the same by noting our authoring/co-authoring of the same.

v.
Transparency: Being seen, when and where relevant, to do what we do, and, leaving a textual trail that matches the same.

vi.
Visibility: Insightfully being seen, seeing and foreseeing, and, responsibly overseeing all such enaction that should flow from such insight.

vii.
Process: The existential matching of pre-conditions, conditions and post-conditions through the adequate and suitable exercise of the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension.

viii.
Equitableness: That although transactions are usually unequal, and asymmetrical in power relations, they should not be inequitable, especially, on reiteration/re-iteration.

 ix.
Pro-Democratic: The ninth Imperative of the Presupposition and Consequence should note that the pre-conditional basis for the preservation and the conservation of the overall democratically oriented political life-world should be carefully maintained. 

x.
Arbitration: The suitable resolution of a mix of competing and/or non-competing political imperatives with in the limitations of political economy as expressed in and through the relative presence or absence of political capital. 

xi.
Capital: The goodwill given and incurred by a politician or politicians and which is doomed to disappear through attrition unless preserved and conserved by that politician or those politician in question.

xii. Reservation: Acting on behalf off a relationship through taking an active pro-relational stance (transcendental reservation). [VIII.79] (23)

In Modules III it was argued that all economies mirrored each other given their semblance of place centered upon the reality of the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension… and this mirrored itself in the disseminative exconomy with its three dialectical moments of ‘matching’, ‘reading’ and ‘re-reading’. (24)


‘Matching’ being the correlation of information (within in a certain pro-relational remit or ambit). (25)


‘Reading’ is the enacted utilization through alignment (with blocs, etc.) of the information arrived at by whatever means it was correlated and aligned. (26)


‘Re-reading’ being the third moment of our dialectic and concerns itself with the enactive transformation of that change desired. (27)


These three moments being equivalent to all the other productive tri-modal formulations  and can be better understood through such equations between these dialectical equivalencies. (28)

The following observations, equations were also noted in the eighth political essay:

(That) Good Governance

= good insightful-oversight/oversightful-insight,

= suitable accountability, transparency and visibility,

= good social improvement and opportunity for individual betterment,

= the relatively successful resolution and arbitration of relevant political imperatives

= the preservation and conservation of (overall) political capital,

… all assisted in a political economy that suitably observes all twelve types of political imperative!
 [VIII.110] (29)


Thus concludes this text in four modules examining the politics of politics, the politics of business, the business of politics, and, the politics of politics.
 (30)








           Noël Tointon, Sydney, 4.4.16.

Postscript


I have just finished this set of four modules, but, the topic is still left wide open. I have taken a systematic perspective through a trans-discursive lens, i.e., looking at the commercial world of business as another example of a discipline and in the process have added considerably to my appreciation to what seems ot constitute the general nature of a discipline. But, has that been insightful into the world of economics, the life and death of businesses, their need to make a profit and survive in this Contemporary era with its shifts in its definitions of work, virtual worlds and social media, digital disruption, convergence and mindless proliferation, democratic governments becoming far too beholden to incremental lobbying by those who, truly, do not stand in need of governmental largesse… and who do not return the favour by paying a fair share of their real profits in taxation, etc. Companies and their employees all use public facilities and it is only right that they, too, pay their fair share of such costs…? (0)


What has this overall text contributed, and, where, in loud silence, has this topic been overlooked? (1)


One theme prominent in this slim volume is the need to observe a compactual dimension in the dissemination of both economic and political power. But I also came to the conclusion that there is an ecological relationship between commercial imperatives and their arbitrated processes of ongoing resolution. Things desired cannot be instantaneously realized and so projects and programs are restrained not just by budgets in all their many formats and forms.
 Consequently, some form an ecological-like balance also needs to be observed between all imperatives in the arbitration of their individual and collective patterns of ongoing resolution. In this regard, as a perfect example we have this balance between the contractual and the compactual. Let me explain what is to be noted here. No economy can be run on mere contractual terms of reference.
 A contract, by definition, is an instrument that defines the obligations that are to be enacted between parties of unequal power. The ruthless, uncaring exertion of that unequal power will eventually be de-ontologically challenged by the more caring members of society who can register that form of a protest in an institutional setting, be that in government, on juries, through committees of inquiry, media, public protests and bans, and the like. Contracts are written with an eye on the compactual dimension given that they are expected to be complied with and enforced when and where relevant.
 But, this same ecological principle applies, namely, that a compactual dimension, equally, should not be the sole province of our attention. In this regard, an avalanche of positive externalities of consumption like free search engines, encyclopedias, free music and free musical scores, free books, free movies, etc., at the end of the day, also have to be adequately paid for in some form or other. As noted price may be zero or free, costs incurred can never be zero. Walking out into the sunlight may be without cost, through negligible incurrence,
 but even the simple growing of a pot plant from a cutting incurs costs in the form of finding that plant good soil, water supplied, the time we spend in its care and attention, etc. The world does not run with zero costs. Equally, we cannot live by bread alone… and so a balance must be struck between this necessary co-presence of an inter-contractual-compactual process of interaction. We don’t want a world that is just compactual because it would not work. Equally, we do not want a world of contractual slavery. Nor do we want a world where we have the unremitting colonization of the compactual by the contractual as witnessed, e.g., in a tendency for our parks to be ‘progressively’ eaten away by those who would rather convert them into a source of income for themselves. Perhaps, one day, we might need also to protest at the opposite process where the compactual colonization of the contractual puts people out of their livelihood for a greater good that might not be so beneficial for all over the longer term? Putting one more café in a park is one thing, but, to remove a much loved café from another park may be a cause for an equal degree of concern. As suggested, an ecological balance in all of this is something that is needed, and, it is a good thing that many minds debate such controversial issues and not be silenced by authorities, often beholden to outside interests, when a more dialectical approach may proffer a compromise, without being compromised, for all the parties concerned. Of course such optimism always needs to be tinged with some degree of pessimism and cynicism although at the end of the day we may well be able to rely on a de-ontological spirit of the public to seek such an eventual arrival at better outcomes. What does the chaotic course of such progress teach us? That we need to be equally mindful of the contractual dimension, the compactual dimension, an ongoing, flexible, non-fixed ecological balance between both the contractual and the compactual dimensions. Indeed, I would claim that this semblance of a dynamic balance between all three aspects as noted is actually representative of the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension in which, and through which, both non-radical and radical judgments of a critical tenor can be suitably discharged. That this model, as here outlined, applies to the ongoing arbitration and resolution of all economic and political imperative, etc., and it behooves us to be receptive of this ecological field in the dissemination of power whatever the phenomenal-phenomenological nature of its intentional objectives. (2)


Where have I been remiss? The world of economic theory, ever awash with fashion, is searching for a better ways to theoretically, practically and critically view the world of the financial, commercial, trade, employment, banking, taxation, globalization, etc. I could have focused on budgets, inadequate levels of employment, the changing nature of work, digital disruption, virtual economies, Keynesian economics, non-Keynesian economics, macro and micro-economic considerations, etc. Rather, as stated, my basic position was to view economics as another discipline with theoretical, practical and critical dimensions that can be viewed through a trans-discursive lens. By such means I have found insights that can also apply to other fields of endeavour, other disciplines. That, their examination, in turn can supply new and fresh insights into the operation of this discipline as they are re-seen to apply to the business of the commercial world, and v.v. (3)


To end, let me sound a few polemical notes. The world of business better flourishes in a stable democratic environment and that businesses need to be more mindful that they should oversee habits and practices that do not incrementally undermine the same. Failing this, governments themselves need to oversee such supervision. But, if governments are going to remain beholden to donations, secret or not so secret, and to other forms of ill-advised finance, then it remains to the people themselves to restore a more democratic field of commercial performance. However, I do not advocate any form of a revolution as the public has never been better served by the same in the short term or the medium term. Rather, what is needed is an incremental return to a form of democratic sanity where real accountability, full transparency and prominent visibility (in all its senses) are allowed to truly blossom. A number of our current political woes, over budgets and the like, stem from the fact that the public expect more and better services from our governments whilst the basis for overall taxation and general revenue gathering has been shrunk from a number of causes. In Australia we are now considerably wealthier than we were a decade or two ago and in that light it is only proper that the public could and should expect better from their government(s) in this regard. Without a doubt the economic and the political are intertwined and it is the wiser politician who sees where they are interrelated and where a line should also be drawn between the same. Governments are not ostensively in the business of making a profit, and, in contrast, businesses should not be in the business of government! This line of demarcation should be clarified and separations should be instituted in order to insulate and protect governments from interference by business et al, whilst, at the same time, both businesses and the public need to be free from uncalled for interference by governments. Such a constitutional difference should be formally recognized. In the mean time, such incestuous behaviour needs to be exposed for what it is… the machination of institutions to deprive the public of the compactual freedom they do possess to be good and happy citizens in this world… In an inter-linked world of the political, commercial and a plethora of other disciplines… all attempting to contribute in their own way to establishing ‘social improvement and individual betterment’..!
 (4)


The rhetorical title of this volume essentially asks, through implication, ‘what profit is that profit that is obtained in some form or other that does not deserve to be enjoyed given the non-existential, inauthentic manner of its obtainment?’ Sadly this question is not asked more often, indeed, in each and every commercial act where one or more parties may have profited unduly at the expense of some other party or parties. This is not to say that industry, innovation, enterprise, hard work, and so on, should not find a true reward and reasonable level of compensation. On the other hand, all players in the commercial world need to observe this one fact beyond dispute that, currently, we live on the surface of one world and, thereupon, that the dissemination of all power, be it economic or political, or in any other form, is only transmitted through the minimal democratic ‘permission’ of others be that cooperation achieved through co-option or co-operation. Therefore, we all need to be heedful that others can equally remove their cooperation and it behooves us to excise due care and concern for the welfare of others as much as our own welfare in this same regard..!! (5)









Noël Tointon, Sydney, 6.4.16

� 	Or, more specifically as: the central political condition, the relational political condition, the aspirational political condition.


� 	The model for this paragraph is my first essay in my recent set of essays in political philosophy titled: Part I: Politics as the Art of the Realization of the Possible: A Trans-Discursive Re-Reading?


� 	I put these terms ‘matching’, etc., in single quotes to alert the reader to the fact that a technical sense is being alluded to.


� 	VI, 26.


� 	‘And/or’ is operative here. E.g., a government could directly or indirectly build or permit the building of a university. A university placement, as an opportunity for individual betterment, if it were to be taken up, is dependent upon the infra-structure of that university built and in place.


� 	These double headings, or doublets, help to redefine the representational space in which these imperatives make their entrances and exits.


� 	Some might argue that certain non-democratic governments are a better milieu for the execution of large scale projects and programs. But, generally, in the field of ideas, their  commercially inspired execution and supervision, maintenance, general upkeep,etc., are best conducted in an environment where accountability is better promoted.


� 	This list of twelve factors is open, provisional and not exclusively set in stone.


� 	Taking into account here the earlier manifesto noted in VI.4, etc. We could title that manifesto as Political Manifesto (Mark I). Our Contemporary Political Manifesto- could also be titled Political Manifesto (Mark II).


� 	In the eight political essay I note nine imperatives. Three more being added in the Postscript (found with the Introduction).


� 	The reader is referred to the Glossary of the text 


� 	Obliquely making the allusion to the fact that national budgets are not the same as household budgets in a number of interesting ways even though a balance between inputs and outputs also needs to be taken into account. We could also say that there is the worry that business too big too fail also have budgets that should not be compared to household budgets even though good ‘house-keeping’ should be in play. Formats are the meta-textual descriptions/prescriptions (and inherent proscriptions) that phenomenological describe their hermeneutic format whilst forms are the specific instantiations of such distinctive formats.


� 	A mistake currently prevalent in the worlds of the various civil services and in business where the continual threats of redundancies, re-alignment, call them what you will, are hovering over workers like the swords of Damocles. If such institutions cannot look after their workers how can we expect them to look after their clients, customers, general members of the public, etc. Such madness must effect the quality of the delivery of service expected from such employed agents. Executive have a duty of care to ensure the mental and emotional health of their employed charges is suitably discharged (i.e., properly, appropriately and appositely). Such misdirected behaviour is execrable! Along with a number of other il-thought out practices almost a return to a rerun of Dickensian times; indeed, a time when governments more than ever need to positively and actively represent their members (and not a small fraction of the so-called one percent)! Such perceptions, in the light of recent evidence of such abuses, will only add to unstable period of government if authentic goodwill cannot be fostered, maintained and further cultivated. We will need to  await the fallout from the Mossack Fonseca leaks with mixed emotions (perhaps better known as the Panama papers).


� 	This should also apply to all laws, legislation and modes of institutional supervision!


� 	‘Incurrence’, causing the formation of a cost. To be differentiated from the coincidence of consequences. Technically, walking outside into the sunlight incurs a cost in bodily metabolism expended and, then, may have consequences like sunburn, etc. 


� 	Through the persistence and survival of our economic institutions where cost are adequately recovered.





