
 Part I: The Existential Economy!

The Transformation of Value, and, the Value of Transformation:

A General Introduction*

0.    Preamble


On one hand, the existential economy is a contradiction in terms, and, on the other, at first sight appears to be a valid observation given that value appears to be circulated and persist after its immediate gestation in some form or other. Does the spontaneity of value formation also rule out its circulation/recirculation and (chaotically re-directed) re-circulation? Then, value is delivered through transformation but can it be itself actually transformed given its imputed momentary irruption on to the world stage? In the course of this paper let me outline the problematic questions embedded in addressing this dialectic between the spontaneity and momentary nature of irruption and the apparent duration associated with its circulation, sharing, donation, reception and preservation and/or destruction of ongoing value formation. Can value be transformed and what value has transformation? Just how is existential value formed in theoretical, practical and critical terms of reference? (0)

1.    Introduction


First, let me spell out the problematic nature of the existential economy. (1)


Second, let me focus on the apparent nature of value formation. (2)

Third, I shall attempt to square the circle by noting how we can transcend this dilemma between the momentary and spontaneous irruption of value and it ensuing circulation. (3)


Fourth, I shall attempt to redefine ‘value’ as an alteration in the disseminative field, i.e., and that our experience of the same is as the value of the value apparently disseminated in that co-associated field, etc. (4)


Last, I shall attempt to outline a series of provisional conclusions. (5)

*Latest version: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html
2.    The Existential Economy – Fact or Fiction?


Obviously value is a contextual affair. It also appears to be circulated in some fashion or other. But, again, it is also sudden and the transformational product of a spontaneous irruption where identity is given a sense and semblance of re-direction, or, at least the ability to be re-directed towards a different set of intentional objectives. Give a poor, hungry, homeless person $10 and they can go to a shop to buy some food. Give them $100 dollars and they might be able to find accommodation and meals for a week at their local hostel for the homeless. Then, if they were to win Lotto or something similar then they need no long be 'poor, hungry and homeless'! Between 'spontaneity' in value formation and a contextual 'circulation' can we find a middle path? How do we square the circle here? (6)


This is the central problematic of this set of essays (and the same problematic behind 'Circulation' and 'Re-Self-Organization: The Beneficial Engineering of Social Change'. However, rather than immediately re-state a definitive resolution of this philosophical conundrum let us also, instead, go on a journey that investigates the transformational formation of value and the ramifications that flow from this chaotic re-direction in such value formation. (7)


Imagine if you would the following thought experiment or thought simulation. Imagine the Government of a small third-world, democratic country, with an emerging economy, secretly instructs, its central bank to print a cache of currency equivalent to about ten percent of that already in circulation. The money has been created but it is not in circulation. What is not there for us is not there for us! On the other hand, its creation has cost a certain amount in terms of wages, materials, shipping and secure storage. Now, the Opposition is alerted to this cache of money not previously accounted for and attempts to call the Government to account. The Government panics and secretly orders the destruction of the same. However, Treasury merely removes it to another secure storage area knowing it will need to print some more currency from time to time. The Government now thinks it has been destroyed. Unfortunately, or fortunately for a few of those removers, a small fraction of this currency gets 'overlooked'. The Government says this money does not exist (although more correctly, but mistakenly, it should have said it does not exist now!). Treasury knows that it needs to replace a small fraction of the currency each year and inject about five percent in order to create a small degree of inflation so these trustworthy stalwarts of the economy safely entrust it under their care making sure it only gets accessed when needed. At the end of the day just what value has been created and what value has been destroyed, or, can value actually be created and/or destroyed? On paper ten percent of the currency in circulation was created and, then, ostensively, very quickly destroyed. But correctly it was merely removed to another storage unit whist a very small fraction of the same escaped to be covertly spent by these movers. Still, what is not in circulation is not acting as currency (which means 'to be as a financial instrument intended to be in circulation'). How should we approach a resolution of this puzzle? (8)


For a start it seems to be a matter of framing. Money that can be spent acts as currency. The small fraction of banknotes that got stolen will become currency when spent and circulated. Some in the Government knew about the extra currency being printed. The Opposition got to find out about it. Then the cognoscenti in the Government thought that currency had been destroyed, whilst the cognoscenti in the Treasury knew it had merely been placed in another secure storage area. However, the question still remains – can value be created and/or destroyed? If value were a spontaneous and momentary event then it could be argued that as it is created in one moment and destroyed in the next that, therefore, theoretically or hypothetically, neither created nor destroyed. Still, from its irruption on to the world stage it must leave a set of parallel entracements where our intentions are deposited upon the face and fabric of this world as lived. Let us look more closely at what appear to be involved in the enaction of apparent value formation. (9)

3.    The Nature of Value Formation


In physics we can invoke a conservation of energy between the summation of potential and kinetic energy. I would like to invoke a similar relationship. Chaotic re-direction is achieved through a process of re-direction where net energy before is preserved after each and every chaotic moment but not in such a manner where each and every moment has the same overall net energy. The gestalt integrity of the psyche fluctuates throughout the day and night as people wake, maintain a high level of consciousness and then tire and eventually fall asleep. Given this cyclic fact of our lives it follows that the net energy available to us fluctuates throughout the day. Now this conservation of momentary energy has some important ramifications (for this paradox of the existential economy). For a start we may say that value irrupts through such chaotic re-direction but if the net energy is conserved over the chaotic moment of re-directed disruption then there can be no direct equivalence between value and/or power (of/through dissemination) on one hand and a differential discharge of energy on the other. One way to salvage such a metaphor is to perceive value as that which was being valued and/or that which is being valued and/or that which is to be valued. Our appreciative valuing now takes another dimension or a meta-level in status higher by one degree. Let me explore these considerations. (10)


Say I wish to raise my hand as if to answer a question in a group or raise a point of order or similar. We might say that some reserve of potential energy is transformed or translated into a kinetic sphere of influence, but, that the net energy of this isolated system is relatively conserved. If I were to raise my hand every minute of the day I would end up with a very sore and tired arm. We might say that my reserves of potential energy have been exhausted in this excessive and lengthy process of arm raising and its transfer of potential energy to a kinetic sphere of influence. On the other hand, my raising of my arm on innumerable occasions was intentioned and, hopefully, for reasons that proved to be productive in their delivery of a value formation in keeping with such intentions. How might such a delivery in value be envisaged given this conservation of energy across the moment and this inevitable transfer from the potential sphere of influence to a more kinetic realm of experience (or v.v?)? Obviously, therefore, in such terms of reference, value formation cannot be merely the transfer of potential energy to a kinetic sphere of operation given both its momentary conservation and its reductive inability to account for this dimension of e/valuation. How then could evaluation and valuation arise in such limited terms of reference when it is apparent that a value is derived through such evaluation and ensuing valuation? How might valuation be arrived at given such flat, reductive terms of reference? Through forms of intentionally directed/re-directed valuing. E.g., what is it about gold coins that has this type of coinage redeemed with such a high relative value? Or, e.g., why would a starving burglar be interested in stealing food first as well as a sack-load of gold coins when the latter could later buy many a feast? Because value is arrived at through a discriminative process of valuing and what is currently valued more is correspondingly ascribed with a higher value when found and appropriated. How does this process of valuation arise? Through evaluation, i.e., a process of selective appreciation… where we find ourselves focusing more on what we ascribed with a higher degree of value. A very hungry person would rather eat than merely count gold coins. Thence a contextual relativity of appreciation where current values are ascribed in some form of a concordance with this hierarchy of evaluated valuations. If such evaluations are pre-evaluated then such evaluations are conducted in non-suspended terms of reference. On the other hand, if evaluations are critically conducted in and through the utilization of an apposite and adequate overall transcendental suspension then such processes of e/valuation take on a more objective tenor to the extent their phenomenal-phenomenological expressions are correctly denoted through the essential compilation of such critically exercised descriptions-prescriptions. Let us look more closely at this process of critical phenomenal-phenomenological evaluation/valuation (but doing this through the following detours). (11)


Transformation would appear to take place through various forms of transition. These examples spring to mind but I am sure others could also be contemplated.   E.g., between various bi-polar and tri-polar phase orientations/dialectical moments or polarities such as might occur on a distinctively segregated potential-actual continuum; or a textual – meta-textual - non-textual set of axes, and the same versus the not-textual (and its enaction); or, historical past versus historical future; or, resistance versus non-resistance (through resolution or just passivity be that inert or conformist); or, as enactor and enacted upon; or, the calculative and economic versus the irruptive and non-calculative; or, revelation versus concealment; or, irruptive re-directed dis-continuity versus redirected iterative continuity; or, as processes and contents of exchange in the iterative formation of power relations; or, as the space of overlap and discontinuity between the theoretical, practical and the critical; or, as inter-subjective (disciplinary) versus the (non-disciplinary) intra-subjective (multiplicities of subjectivity organized through intentionality, etc?)(but, such multiplicities also mirror back on to each other through metaphorical fashion/s in tropes, creating a de facto semblance of an ethos?), etc.... (12)


Now, if net differential value is zero; an overall conservation of value in all systems – then how do we account for enrichment? Or, given a need for co-correspondence between differentiation and integration, be that implicit or explicit... and hence a key role for enrichment that would also follow on from interesting and fruitful forms of consilience?! In this conservation of energy we might like to invoke that of a clock as a metaphor in this regard: a clock is wound up thorough an 'unwinding' in the system that 'winds it' namely the energy of the person doing the winding (through an unwinding of themselves?)... the net overall transfer of energy being zero when potential and kinetic energies before winding are evaluated and quantified both immediately before and after such winding up/unwinding. Or, to make this analogy a little clearer, we could imagine a larger more powerful wound up clock mechanism being used to wind up a series of clocks. (13)


Value, it would appear, is arrived at through valuing. Obviously this has no reflection on its apparent intrinsic value; just as we noted in a previous analogy of the shaved oil painting anecdote...all the paint of the picture is still in the room, albeit some of it if not most of the paint in the picture is now on the floor beneath the picture whose ghostly outline can still be seen. In other words, we need to take either a contextually and/or economically oriented set of perspective/s in order to appreciate just what is being valued? Let me look at this valuing more closely.... (14)


In marketing
 net or realized value can be seen as a reward minus cost. I.e., in more detail: where value, both explicit and implicit in character, as reward, minus cost as pain both explicit in financial terms of reference and implicit in behavioural terms (as what must be sacrificed, postponed, deferred to, to be avoided, etc.). That reward is experienced collectively in our pleasure center/s whilst pain is experienced collectively in our pain center/s, and, that a positive sense of a reward is what is left when a sense of pleasure outweighs its overall cost. In this regard, net value is reward minus cost. (15)


Another aspect that should also be taken into account is that neurones, e.g., only register a certain difference, a degree of potential able to be discharged. All or nothing. In other words for a difference to be noted and engaged a potential difference must be present of such a magnitude that it is able to be discharged. How do such differentials arise in this context of an appreciation of value? By reference to these bi-polar and tri-polar orientations that are able to set the stage for such dramatic discharges of such potentials. How might such differential differences be structured and organized (and discharged through processes of re-self-organization). Through forms of parallelism, e.g., that naturally arise between gestalt focus and its associated gestalt background, or, between different levels of epistemological organization say between the pre-cognitive Affective (and Physiological) activity versus Cognitive activity (between Perceptual and Conceptual modalities), or, between Cognitive and Trans-Cognitive (Judgmental/Transcendental forms of appreciation [of the Cognitive]). The latter being a parallelism between the intentional and trans-intentional levels of epistemological organization. E.g., we could say in intentional terms of reference that “the cat sat on the mat”. I.e., in a specific instance, perhaps along these lines, namely, that “this cat, called Thomas, is sitting on this Persian rug of mine”. Each of these intentional differentiations  noted, i.e., Thomas as my cat versus all other cats (dead or alive, and, all other four-legged animals, etc.) is sitting rather that walking across or around, etc., this Persian carpet (of mine) versus all other forms of floor furnishings, etc. In this three-termed proposition, as a specific statement, each of these three terms (of cat, sitting, rug) is fully specified through three individually organized forms of judgment (dealing with 'catness', 'sittingness' and 'rugness')... In other words, no intentional thought and its propositional statement, and its utterance, can be entered into purely in intentional terms of reference. That just as I would argue affective material is material for cognitive processing it follows that judgmental, i.e., trans-intentional, material is dependent upon cognitive, i.e., intentional material, and v.v., and, by extension, we could also argue intentional material is dependent upon pre-intentional material, and v.v. In other words to move from the pre-cognitive to the cognitive, or, from the cognitive to the judgmental (levels in epistemological organization) a process of transformation takes place with a certain degree of isomorphism being entertained between levels. Such isomorphism indicating a certain degree of harmonic resolution has taken place in and through such interaction. On the other hand, conversely, integration/reintegration/re-integration can never be absolute and consequently a certain degree of non-harmonic non-resoluteness must also be manifest (and for that to take place through forms of obstruction, resistance, deferral, diversion, mis-direction, mis-performance, etc.). (16)


As noted, because power is exercised through processes of resolution, and, resolution can never be perfect, it follows that although resolution is peaceful oriented it must also be a force of or for violence to that extent that it does not satisfactorily resolve issues or where resolution is inauthentic, lacks a certain or necessary degree of authenticity. E.g., insisting on certain regularities through forms of over insistence, or, imposing forms of coercion rather than through a re-negotiated process of cooperation, etc., etc. (17)


Re-self-organizational shifts imply processes of re-structuralization (both vertically and horizontally between fields and vertically between epistemological levels of organization). However, imperfect appropriation (whether through passive epistemological appreciation and/or active processes of enaction) is through a dialectic between presentation/representation/re-presentation… and consequently can never be perfectly appropriated, thence degrees of mis-appropriation, non-appropriation, etc… misrepresentations, etc. Moreover, intersections through expressions of power, witting or unwitting, must imply prior and ongoing modes of comprehension (in all senses of that expression) between such multiplicities, life-worlds, genres of behaviour, subjectivities, etc., etc. (18)


But let us note this philosophical problem: one could propose that there is a conservation of energy across the existential moment: such that non-potential energy plus potential energy before the re-self-organized moment is equal to the re-configured non-potential energy plus the re-configured potential energy immediately after such re-direction. However, that granted, how do we then account for existential augmentation let alone enhanced existential augmentation? Obviously enrichment is an economic consequence of re-configuration rather than existential moments of re-self-organization per se? Dealing with this conundrum puts us at the coalface of this problematic inquiry (between the spontaneity of irruption and economic circulation as expressed in this term of the 'existential economy' [that economy that proffers and promises enhanced forms of existential augmentation])? (19)


Value issues 'from' the re-configuration not 'in' the same given de-potentialization/actualization/re-appropriation/activation, etc., and, therefore, arises in and through the valuing to be found in such re-configuration (should the chaotic re-configuration be found to be beneficial overall). Thence the circulation of value through a recycling of its textual depositions as (a set of parallel) entracements, and their being valued, rather than the irruption of the entracement/s per se. How should we deal with this aspect of intentional deposition through textual entracements? (20)

4.    Resolution of this Paradox?


Is there a clear-cut and definitive resolution of this dilemma between the spontaneous irruption of 'value', in and through a conservation of psychic energy, and, this phenomenal-phenomenological fact that valuation/evaluation is arrived at meta-textually (despite then being expressed/re-expressed through meta-transformational forms of retreatment back on to the object level in meta-status [as previously dealt with in a transformation treatment/retreatment philosophy])? (21)


Value is in some sense an expression of a hierarchy of desires and needs, ambitions and other goals less desired if not seen as intentional directions to be avoided. How does such desire figure in a phenomenal-phenomenological scheme? By what mechanisms are desires to be targeted and achieved? In what sense is or should value be seen as a reward, and, to what extent does an existential excess in value and forms of existential enhancement figure in this same sort of equation? (22)


If irruption of re-direction arises through chaotic re-self-organization and there is this conservation of energy across the moment (but not between moments) by what route or routes can there arise both an existential augmentation of value and an enhancement of the same? Obviously these connections need to be more closely explored. Imagine you are very tired, have been walking for some time, and would very much like to sit down. You see a bench not too far off and head there. Then you sit down. Your envisaged relief from walking and standing all day is now met in the flesh so to speak and not merely envisaged in virtual-like terms of reference. You desired a seat and on sitting down immediately found this relief sought for. Such relief would not have been engaged if it could not be both epistemologically recognized and ontologically (or factually) encountered in an embodied form and format. All of this was intentionally envisaged (in virtual-like terms of reference) and then discovered to be present in pre-cognitive terms of reference (when we sat down) as judged to be in existence from a trans-intentional perspective. In a harmonization of pre-intentional, intentional and trans-intentional terms of reference we gladly give our assent to this new state of affairs that we are now witness to, namely, this type of relief to be found through our sitting down. But, as truth be told, sitting down for too long a period will itself also be experienced with some degree of eventual discomfit. We may want to get up and walk about or lie down and go to sleep. The moral being that value needs to find some form of successful reiteration in order to persist beyond the initial moment of its discharge. That our engagement needs both recognition and encountering in order to register as something not merely potential or virtual in character. Furthermore, to borrow from concepts utilized in marketing, value as reward needs to be obtained through being both envisaged and realized. That such value to be valued, moreover, must be in a positive dimension where costs do not completely undermine the same. This residue being experienced as that to be valued, that which is actually being valued. Now the question must be re-asked, how do forms of enrichment contribute to this experience of value, and, to what degree does value present itself, etc., through some form of an emergent surplus of or existential surplus in value formation? (23) 


First, how does value find its thematization (and then an assessment as to its differential existential augmentation and enhancement)? (24)


Thematization, in my opinion is objective (i.e., a clarification of the intentional object[ive] itself), contextual or background (which is meta-textual in orientation, i.e., in terms of the invocation of genres of behaviour and matters of context), contrast within and across the objective focal-field as situated in its context of origination, and, conditions of intentional subjectivity relevant to such scrutiny... . Let me expand on this classification. (25)


If value is the subject of our thematization then the same concerns are raised, namely, matters of focus, context, contrast and salient subjectivity. (26)


Focus looks at the apparent phenomenal-phenomenological constitution of that under such investigation. The terms of this engagement are set meta-textually in terms of the relevant genres invoked in such an examination; i.e., the comparative evaluation/valuation of value. Or, in classifying the nature of our research we can work in reverse to extrapolate as to what genres are being invoked, where genres might clash and how traditional and/or non-traditional meta-genres are also being invoked in a resolution of such normally resolved tensions, differences, etc. In matters of contrast we seek to find a finer representation of that under such investigations in order to not overlook matters that may or may not be relevant at some future point in time given that chaotic bifurcation is initiated in and through minor incremental additions or subtractions from the objective state in question. E.g., in a visual field if we were to see a sea of 'E's' then the odd 'Q' might stand out. However, the odd 'F' (because of its visual similarity with ‘E’s’) might be easily overlooked (metaphorically/literally with or without ramifications for our investigations).
 The relevance of subjectivity noting just what desires and needs, ambitions and areas of avoidance that are currently operative in such investigations. If we were hungry and walking down the street through the center of a town, e.g., we might more note shops selling food than other forms of commerce. On the other hand, if we have had an ample meal our current preoccupations would more than likely take some other form (in and through a differing set of priorities as currently experienced and expressed as salient or relevant in this moment or period of time). That, in effect, our preoccupations, etc., figure highly in our scrutiny of the configuration/re-configuration of our current world as lived. That, by extension, in our e/valuations such biases need to be noted in order to determine to what degree such forms of salience have entered into our intentional formulations (and, indeed, have pre-configured the same rightly or wrongly, etc.). (27)


We also need to note to what extent our intentional interventions, both passive and active in orientation, are re-writing what is found to be salient or not so salient regardless of whether we appositely and adequately invoke overall transcendental suspension (be they wittingly and/or unwittingly executed)? Such re-writing, in effect, taking on a transformational role in this regard. E.g., we have the verb 'spin' dealing with things that turn or rotate, etc. Such a relatively primitive phenomenological category takes on a higher meta-status in the form of 'spin' as exercised, e.g., in the political arena. Therefore, in our investigations we need to note these forms of transformation (when, where and how they occur) and treat them accordingly (i.e., appositely and adequately... in terms of their logical characterization). (28)


We also would need to note that value, exercised in and through a process of valuing, is a psychological-epistemological form of packaging that best operates on all the levels of the psyche. Let me expand this observation. E.g., an artwork without any direct or indirect reference to emotion or affect is often too cold in tenor to convey too much of any significance. Or, an artwork with little cognitive content will equally fail as an artwork through possessing diminished levels of meaning (be they engendered in objective, contextual, contrastive or salient terms of reference
). Similarly, without an element of chaotic re-direction harmonically contrived through some form of a process of resolution also, most likely, will not present itself with any great potential for significance and ensuing meaningfulness arrived at through such existentially oriented enhancement. Indeed, it's more often than not a reflection of this richer packaging of these basic levels of the psyche in an intentional construct or event that significant forms of significance are arrived at in our (conscious, cognitively oriented) engagement with the same. What does not engage us does not engage us, but, what does engage us engages us in that same manner. If we were hungry we see food or at least look for it. If we seek value we seek value, if we seek an enhancement in valuation then we seek the same through such evaluation. In this light, an artwork received as having value, as having much value, being valuable would be packaged with resonances operating on affective-emotional levels of epistemological organization, interesting cognitive input and an overall harmonically re-directed semblance of aesthetic implication (and/or in association with some other form of ordered value formation such as of a de-ontological tenor or of a pragmatic complexion or hermeneutic concern, etc., as dealt with elsewhere). Extrapolating from this archetypal world of art we could say that intentional products that engage us are more than likely constituted with an affective-emotional material whose intensity gives weight to our intentional objectives under review, indeed, only such richly re-packaged products are likely to find a level of conscious awareness by virtue of their relatively enhanced impact, an impact given direction intentionally in cognitive terms of reference (i.e., in terms of perceptual-conceptual engagement), and, a radically attention seeking sense of re-direction through harmonic resolution entertained and enacted in trans-intentional, judgmental, trans-cognitive, transcendental terms of reference. Such transcendental turning around (through reversal, reversion, contra-version, etc.) giving our objective or set of objectives a relatively resolved semblance of re-directedness whose originality can further catch and arrest our attention. The emotional and/or affective material of the objective giving it a metaphorical sense of weight, the cognitive giving it a sense of direction whilst the judgmental re-presents it through re-direction with an originality that spontaneously re-states its sense or semblance of presence (through this form of re-packaging that reflects more the entirety of the epistemological hierarchy and its overall organization of consciousness, the formation of the intentional [from suspended and transcended pre-cognitive ‘material’] and the irruption of trans-intentional e/valuation, etc., [from the critically enacted overall transcendental suspension of cognitive ‘material’ ]). (29)


Into this complex set of inputs we note forms of enrichment that proceed from such radically resolved forms of re-direction, patterns of emergent augmentation and engineered enhancement, cross-fertilized influences stemming from consilience, the realization of and arrival at disciplined forms of satisfaction, authorizing and authenticating matters of apposite salience, etc., etc. In effect, through such augmented and enhanced processes of intentional thematization, defining, redefining and re-defining matters of value… as that valued by-us, for-us.... (30)

5.    Redefining Value


In the light of the above just what exactly is value? (31)


In and through processes of interaction an existential excess in value emerges through such collective augmentation (over the mere sum of the contributions of its participating elements). Through the skilful re-configuration of the same we find an enhancement of such existential augmentation. Enrichment being realized through the collective resolution of emotional-affective inputs, cognitive inputs, judgmental inputs as expressed through the differential modal enrichment of density, intensity, propensity, consilience, salience, etc. I.e., in and through process of resolution a greater number of modalities are engaged; where, collectively and individually, these modes are engaged more intensely; where various relevant tropes are re-enacted (reinforcing such re-directed intent); where processes of consilience further enrich such events through cross-fertilization, and, all such processes of re-configuration echo, reinforce and amplify such resonances as are found to be redolent with a re-renewed semblance of salience or resonant significance as we navigate and negotiate our passage through this World-of-Life with-others, before-others.... (32)


In essence, we could say value is enhanced through processes of over-folding or folding-over of processes with patterns that are already pre-valued. Let me explore this process of invagination or, rather, re-invagination (given such multiple processes of 'folding over' can re-configure such enhancement)(through such relative re-positioning).... (33)


In effect, value is the experience of this differentially enhanced richness arrived at in and through such processes of over-folding, folding over and in of patterns of enhanced augmentation in order to intensify our simulation of the effect or semblance of presence resident in our experience of such an event... that enriched event under such consideration that, hopefully, appears to be rewarding our current investment in the form of  a ‘dividend’ through such renewed ‘interest’ (and arrived at through such re-positioning)…. (34)

6.    Provisional Conclusions    


Through a series of analogies or anecdotes let me further explore this concept of re-invagination (along more practical lines). (35)


Our imagination of an apple or our dreaming of an apple-image does not have the same spread of modalities as those experienced in our engagement with a non-virtual apple (that is both edible and tasty in our eating of the same). A non-virtual apple satisfies our physiological pangs of hunger when eaten, and, if one apple is not sufficient, then two, or three or four apples would do that for us! The satisfaction of our hunger is an objective in which, normally, we find much value. How could a student, e.g., study if all they were to think about is where the next meal might come from if they were to not know when and where and how such an event might be realized... and they were already very hungry (and where, I am sure, imagining a ‘delicious’ virtual apple would only exacerbate this semblance of a non-virtual hunger)? (36)


On the other hand, satisfied desires, ambitions, etc., are not so much entertained when already adequately realized. Values are valued because they are being valued (and perhaps should be valued). When we are hungry we desire to eat and the satisfaction of this problematic state of affairs is experienced with much relief when adequately realized! After such relief, naturally, we then move on and look for new areas of interest that are found now to have more relevance or salience for us….  (37)


I have been walking and standing all day and would love to sit down. I espy a seat not too far off and head towards the same. I sit down and experience a great relief being able to be seated. This relief is valued... but after awhile I become restless and get up. Perhaps I need to eat or finish this journey or make some other form of progress in my endeavours? (38)


Or, through forms of empathy and/or sympathy we may like to help our less fortunate bothers and sisters. Taking a mutual(-like) pleasure in their relief as if it were our own).
 (39)


But, we have many needs and not all of them revolve around primitive considerations of food, comfort, avoidance of pain and the like. (40)


Through processes of transformation, rather that the seeking of mere primal or primitive needs and desires, the person might find their identity in objective, intra-subjective and inter-subjective terms of reference. We might define ourselves as collectors and/or conversationalists, as conservatives and/or progressives, etc., and act or not act in accordance with the perception and understanding of such classifications. By such means we find a relative enrichment and/or de-enrichment of our existences... where, generally, people desire and have a need more for the former. Shaving an oil-painting, e.g., does not concentrate its essence, make it more valued and more valuable, indeed, quite the opposite. Only through a relevant mode of engagement can we find such value if such value be there-for-us, and, only through a more intense form of engagement in that act of e/valuation, therein, can such value be found should it be found there-for-us, by-us?! (41)


Then, through the crossing over of a variety of relevant forms of engagement, through such re-invagination, value is further enhanced should this enhancement be enlisted and experienced. (42)


That, by processes of (both re-positioning and) re-direction enrichment is invested in in such a manner that that investment will be found in an augmented form and format. However, what is more important in such considerations is our being able to find ensuing patterns of enhancement that augment such augmentation. That by such means, through augmentation and(/or) its enhancement, the irruptions of re-direction will be found to be positively re-directed in order to amplify such value as found to be resident there as we make such a stand, adopt and adapt such a stance, before the inter-subjectivity of others and before the intra-subjectivity of ourselves (in and through various salient senses of self). That, essentially, it is not the existence of existential augmentation so much that is to be valued, rather, than in its enhancement relative to other states of affairs in whose e/valuation/s of the former we find greater forms of enrichment as well as being experienced as being more salient by-us, for-us! (43)


Therefore, value is appropriated through forms of intra-subjectively and/or inter-subjectively co-opted and/or coerced enactment, in its associated field/s of dissemination, wherein through forms of enrichment a greater semblance of salient value is both recognized and encountered, i.e., engaged... without disrupting a conservation of energy across these individual points of engagement, and, through thematization, communicated as such when and where such expressions are disseminated. Such expressions of value finding a certain disseminated sense and semblance of power given social and cultural forms of approbation, disapprobation, fashion, expressions of status, the semblance of imperatives, etc. Although irruptions of re-direction are spontaneous in origination it more correctly follows that value arises through its e/valuation in which as a package, enrichment is progressively arrived at though enlisting a greater density of modalities, engaging them with a greater semblance of intensity, encountering enactive forms of tropic re-iteration (reinforcing that type of propensity), finding fruitful forms of cross-fertilization through consilience and reinforcement through forms of meaningful patterns of salience in which we not only encounter such value in virtual terms of reference but also meet the same in actual, non-virtual terms of reference. This meeting and matching between the virtual and non-virtual empowering forms of dissemination; forming, reforming and re-forming intentionally directed, redirected and re-directed patterns of ambition, etc; discharging disciplined projects; re-configuring organizations, communities, political cultures, international forms of trade and interaction, etc. Thence such e/valuation in an existentially oriented economy where forms of critical appreciation engineer and are engineered by the realization of such an envisaged form (and format) of engagement. Hence its valuation in and through such evaluation. Thus, value is arrived at through processes of valuing that engage such valuation... being engaged through the irruptions of value arrived at in and through our appreciation of such envisaged patterns of realization... engineered through such enriched processes of enactment... Thence the enhancement of such augmentation, its apparent delivery through an economy that strives to attain such more valued forms of e/valuation…! (44)


Since value is arrived at through the appropriation of re-directed forms of relative enrichment it follows that our valuing is finding the salience in such re-positioning, in time and space, in personal perspective/s and through the satisfaction or dis-satisfaction in adopting and adapting such re-positioning. The value arrived at through such re-positioning is then intentionally deposited in the form of entracements that more or less record or reflect such e/valuations (although our reading of the same is open to our hermeneutic ability to do that given no text is absolutely transparent). E.g., we go to work and earn a certain wage. A portion of that wage could then be spent buying a certain object, say a valuable Asian antique or an expensive Western oil painting. In this type of transaction our wages have been converted into an art object. Some time later we might decide to sell this work of art and convert it back into some form of currency. An examination of the costs incurred selling this object minus the costs incurred in buying it should be able to inform us as to whether we have made some form of a profit or loss (not taking into account our enjoyment of this artwork when it was in our possession along with other forms of parallel economic value such as an enhancement of status, redefining ourself as a person, finding a form of investment that gives us a more immediate pleasure and/or its permitted postponement) (although a more objective reading of the financial aspects of these transactions might need to take also into account the impact of inflation, etc.). At the end of the day we can evaluate to what extent a ‘real’ profit or loss has occurred through the conversion of a portion of our wages into this work of art and then its conversion back into same. So, re-positioning towards loci of relatively greater or less enrichment signal and instance a transformation of value. Definitive stages in such processes of conversion may well find comparison through formats of convertibility. The reading and e/valuation of such entracements through forms of comparative assessment can then alert us as to whether we have entered into processes of positive augmentation or negative de-augmentation in the course of such transformations. Convertibility, effectively, being judged through the efficiency of these stages in re-entracement. Thence the course of circulation can be differentially charted through these definitive stages in and through such re-entracements. The collective integration of a field of similar transaction types giving us an essential reading of that type of economy, in effect, a representative simulation of the same. A critical reading of such representation utilizing the apposite and adequate exercise of the overall transcendental suspension. We can then extract from these simulations, through resimulation/re-simulation, approaches of a theoretical, practical and/or critical orientation, and v.v. Thence our appreciation of the existential, the economic, augmentation and relatively more enhanced forms of augmentation arrived at through more successful forms of re-positioning that entailed the successful and relatively more profitable conversion of such entracements through such re-positioning..!! (45)








        Noël Tointon, Sydney, 2.7.13.

�	 		I am borrowing this example of contrast from a very interesting text titled: Decoded: The Science Behind Why We Buy; Phil Barden; Wiley, 2013; p. 106.


�	Ibid., p. 106. The objective becoming, effectively, a field for observing such obvious or less obvious detail.


�	 	Refer to paragraph no. 27.


�	Through the so-called mirroring of certain neurons that set us up to be empathetic and sympathetic to the needs of others (as if these simulated needs, etc., were our own)?






