 





 Part XIII: The Existential Economy!

The Transformation of Value, and, the Value of Transformation:

The Displacement of Displacement…?*

0.    Preamble


 How do we, or, how should we, metaphorically square the circle in so far as developing links between emplacement and displacement… coming from where we are currently displaced in the world and moving towards where we would wish to be re-emplaced in such a manner that value formation in this transition or transformation has been augmented if not enhanced? (0)

1.    Introduction


First, I will re-interpret the subtitle by demonstrating that a literal reading cannot be made (thence a negative reading in this regard). However by re-interpreting the first ‘displacement’ in the expression ‘the displacement of displacement’ by some other expression indicating ideas of harmonization, resolution, overcoming, rectification, amelioration, etc., we can make sense of the same. Thence our positive reading in this regard. (1)


Second, taking this positive reading as a guide, I will then set out to explore how a positive treatment of displacement can influence a positive attitude and, therein and thereby, induce positive forms of motivation as a necessary precondition to establishing an augmented or enhanced form of re-emplacement. (2)


Third, other necessary pre-conditions in this process of transition and/or transformation will be noted. (3)


Fourth, the state of reversing displacement will be broadly examined. (4)


Fifth, through generalization post-conditional ramifications will next be looked at in order to determine how the injection of present implications may need to be critically dealt with and how the projection of probably future consequences will also need to be critically addressed. In the process coming to an appreciation of the value formation that appears to be arrived at in such a transition and/or transformation. (5)


Lastly, various provisional conclusions will be proposed and examined. (6)

*Latest version: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html
2.    Re-Interpreting 'The Displacement of Displacement'


How should we go about interpreting this subtitle 'The Displacement of Displacement'? I have argued on a number of occasions that the formula the 'x of x' can only be interpreted along the following lines, namely, that this equation is equivalent to 'non-x' or 'not-x'! If we were to ask what is 'the hill of the hill' or 'the crack of the crack' or 'the name of the name' we might well be quickly forced to state either that this type of sentence structure is either meaningless or results in a concept higher in meta-status by one meta degree. That, therefore, on either or both counts we would arrive at non-x or not-x. 'The hill of a hill' is just not a hill. Or, 'the crack of the crack' can only be its conceptual appreciation, i.e. 'the crack-ness of the crack'. A concept of 'crackness' is just not a 'crack'. Similarly, 'the name of the name' parallels 'the set of a set', i.e., the concept of the same, etc. That, in effect, 'the “x” of x' is just not an instance of x. So, on this negative reading 'the displacement of displacement' the first 'displacement ' in this phrase is just not 'displacement' but some form of 'non-displacemtn or 'no-displacement'. This is our negative reading of this phrase. (7)


As noted in our Introduction we can replace the first 'displacement' by some other expression indicating ideas of 'harmonization', 'resolution', 'overcoming', 'rectification', 'amelioration', etc., we can make sense of the same. Thence our positive reading/s in this regard. Let me explore the nature of this transition/transformation in the light of the latter reading/these latter readings. (8)


Rather than trying to find one word that sums up all these possibilities and their subtle nuances let us examine this provisional list taking it as already proposed. (9)


Treating our initial 'displacement' as a process of 'harmonization' what is implied by this type of reading? That by some form of transition or transformation the negative properties of displacement are individually and/or collectively harmonized to such an extent that this experience of 'displacement' is somewhat de-intensified. By 'transition' is meant change that is non-chaotic in orientation and incremental redirected through some form of iteration that either subtracts or adds to its current non-chaotic complexion. In contrast by 'transformation' is meant change that is chaotically re-directed through crossing some form of bifurcation already arrived at through some form of transition. We can treat harmonization as a process centered on such points of bifurcation to the extent harmonization is viewed as these moments of spontaneous re-direction in and through the apparent existential economy and the ensuing forms of translated circulation that result from the same through some form of circulation in the natural economy. (10)


By 'resolution' is meant that harmonization that takes place in and through an act of harmonization and/or a series and/or a set/s of such moments of harmonization. Resolution also implies the ability to discharge a distinctive pattern of intent by virtue of the adoption and adaptation of such acts of distinctive resolutional re-direction. Thence also its connotations of resolve; intentional re-direction. (11)


The element of overcoming is suggestive of a reversal, turning around, a removal, climbing over, transcending of the negative experience/s of displacement (through its noting the psychic distance from the ideal being sought; from the energy, the time and effort expended and being taken in order to transition to and/or transform that state and experience of displacement and create therein and thereafter a relative state of non-displacement (to that extent such is possible and practicable). (12)


Or, we can see and treat a 'displacement' of displacement as a form of rectification wherein the psychic difference between is breached through a collapse of that distinction as arrived at through its harmonization, resolution and overcoming. (13)


Or, given that displacement can never be absolutely displaced in our lives as lived in this world as lived it follows that some form of amelioration may well be all that can be realistically aspired to. That only through careful, critical aspiration could these points of bifurcation be manipulated in such a manner so as to overcome, to some extent, the differences that are to be found in such close examinations. (14)


Thence the engagement of this desire to see some form of displacement to take place in this non-conceptual experience so that the experience of displacement can be relatively minimized. Incremental change, individually in part or collectively, in our experience of this adversely oriented phenomenon being utilized to redirect/re-direct this transition and/or transformation. (15)

3.    Pre-Conditions for Transition and/or Transformation


Intent is merely the thematization of an ideal objective? I see an apple in a bowl on the kitchen table. I know the apple is real unlike the wax one on the dining room table. I can eat the former but not the latter. Although I can see both, when I look at them, in my understanding their histories I know I cannot be fooled. The real apple is the last one remaining, bought in the local farmers’ market. The wax one came with a wax banana and some realistic looking grapes. Effectively, I desire to see an apple as a piece of fruit and as something that can be eaten. The pile of lemons, recently picked from the lemon tree outside, sit in another bowl in the kitchen but I don’t have much desire for them but they do look nice aesthetically. Is it true then to say that ‘intent is merely the thematization of an ideal objective’? It is my intention to be directed towards that which is that objective currently under focus. In this sense of intent, directedness is also motivated. Hence intent in these two senses of directedness towards an objective (intentional object-state) and our motivation to entertain the same (through such motivated intent). In this regard ‘objective’ encapsulates these two senses. Now, to experience displacement with a sense of displacement not only is that objective thematized but the extent that objective is not realized, as an objective to be obtained, is also taken into account! I would like to eat that apple but have an appointment and need to rush right now. I could take the apple with me. Such satisfaction, in this desire to eat this apple, is thus postponed. It is lunchtime and I haven eaten yet; the taste of that apple is almost upon my tongue just thinking about it. Even if I were to eat it while heading off to this appointment it would still take some time to consume. In overcoming displacement we find it cannot be a spontaneous affair. On one hand our intentions can be immediately spelt out (as long as such deliberations are not too complex and needing to be well thought out). In contrast, the realization of an overcoming of a sense of displacement, with respect to one objective, is a process and as a process occurs in time, takes time to complete should that possibility be arrived at and consumed or appropriated. I eat that apple. Then meet my friend. We have lunch together. Look at the menu, place our order. Wait for the meal to arrive, and, then, take our time over its consumption. (16)


The point being made here is this: that intent is a motivated directedness towards an objective! Without the energy of this motivation no intent would be thematized and arrived at. In other words, our experience of displacement is realized when this thematized ideality is grasped as not currently to hand or entirely brought to hand as yet. A wonderful meal is something we want to eat and eat now, and even if it has arrived is not to be eaten immediately, in one go. Thus motivation must also be something that is endured, a process kept before our attention in an appropriate manner through forms of iteration that allow us to concentrate on its realization be that soon and non-postponed or later through some form of postponement. I walk out the door with that apple and then proceed to eat it, or, I put that same apple in my bag and wait till later in the afternoon to eat it; waiting a reasonable time after having digested that lovely lunch. Displacement inducing a semblance of displacement to that extent our motivation discerns it current non-obtainment. In this light we could propose different types of non-obtainment; from impossible obtainment to improbable obtainment to postponed obtainment to delayed obtainment to partial obtainment to forms of obtainment not fully desired, wanted, or appreciated… to our full unfortunate association be that through some form of accidental misfortune or poor design on our part through miscalculation or unsuccessful non-avoidance. I am sure the reader could think of examples on this spectrum running from desire to that not desired or no longer desired, etc. (17)


I would argue that a ‘transition’ is a process of reiteration where through a process of mere redirection we arrive at our intentional destination. In contrast, a transformation is arrived at through a process of re-iteration wherein through chaotic bifurcation a process of re-direction is also entered into. On closer examination we could also argue that such a distinction is somewhat artificial in the sense that to begin, either a process of transition or transformation, we would need to intentionally change direction in a transformative process of re-direction. Indeed, this type of distinction, correctly, is more the degree processes of both redirection or re-direction enter into any process of intentional obtainment, i.e., the overcoming of any sense of displacement that is found to accompany that intentional act of thematization. (18)


It would appear, thus, that a ‘displacement’ of displacement (in a positive reading of this process), effectively, is the reversal and diminution of this experience of non-obtainment currently not yet realized in part or in full. How might we expedite this reversal of displacement? (19)

4.    The Reversal of Displacement


Desire has a bad press. But can there be motivation without some form of desire? Could a sense of displacement be experienced without some semblance of unmet ambitions, without some form of a discordance with the ideality of expectations, without our ability to experience what is lost to us or could never be obtained or would be most unlikely to achieve, etc? (20)


How might we chart or map motivation? Where to begin? (21)


For a start we can characterize motivation by its intentional objective (in both senses, namely, its intentional object(ive)as intentionally directed/re-directed and the motivational manner of its intent). To some considerable degree both aspects would fall under the genre of behaviour or mix of genres of behaviour adopted and adapted for the same. E.g., I am hungry and in passing the bowl of apples with one last apple in the kitchen set out to take it and eat it. I walk over to that bowl, take the apple and then proceed to eat it. I am utilizing the eating an apple genre. I may decide to wash it first. Then, I could either just eat it or use a knife to remove the skin. I never bother with the latter and just eat it. Usually, people take a bite out of its middle holding the same as if held by the stalk or with thumb on the bottom of the apple and the fingers gasping the top part. All of this is done without much reflection. We have learnt to eat an apple by watching others or being shown how to do the same when we were younger. Eating an orange is done differently. Similarly with a mandarin or a banana. Differently fruits utilizing variations on this eating a piece of fruit super-genre. Now, how we eat that apple can be charted. In a similar fashion how we conduct our adoption and adaptation of a genre can equally be mapped in accordance with the explicit and implicit rules of that genre, hybrid genre or mix of genres. (22)


We can eat that apple with gusto, or, we might merely take a few bites. Or, we might decide to postpone this act of eating it now and put it aside for later. Or, we might decide to share it or just give it to someone else, etc., etc. The likely possibilities, in the main, being (probabilistically) (pre-)determined in the light of that genre. (23)


Now, just as we are embedded in a nexus of relationships with varying degrees of relative activation or non-activation and involvement or non-involvement so, too, our overall motivation is divided up between a number of priorities in accordance with our perception of our own priorities and non-priorities. I would like to call this hierarchy of motivational considerations our motivational enmeshment and would assume it reflects, to some considerable degree, the mapping of our embeddedness. In other words, our motivational mapping of the world would be re-contoured to some considerable extent through taking others into our equation when that is relevant, expected, dutifully obliged, etc. However, as 'free agents', that may or may not conform to social dictates, such conformity may well be expected but should not be relied on. Moreover, different problems and differences in the perceptions of probematicity along with stylistic issues will influence how processes of enaction would be performed and enacted. Questions of 'style' being seen in how the perception of dissonance is approached and resolved. So, e.g., a certain individual may well be more prone to enact certain desires without postponement or deferment (such as a drug addict who might not discount the activities of their habit, but, rather, promote its continual iteration at the expense of other patterns of enaction). Or, some other individual might feel it their duty to expedite all of their perceived obligations in the most efficient manner expected of them, etc. The manner of resolution and ensuing harmonization of behaviour contributing to a sense of style especially if such patterns are reproduced in a conformity of expectations, etc. As noted, style being this re-iterated manner of resolution. Our appreciation of motivation to some considerable extent assisting us in this type of evaluation of general character  (especially in comparison to others where they are found to either conform to similar patterns of behaviour or considerably diverge from the same, etc.).  (24)


That questions of motivation also impinge on our understanding of the existential economy through its reflection of the same to some extent (given adequate hermeneutic frames of reference for this critical type of e/valuation). Just how do we arrive at this conclusion? By taking a critical turn in our e/valuations in this regard. (25)

5.    Post-Conditional Ramifications


The existential utilization and re-direction of motivation through enaction establishes its apparent existential status. Such appreciation is 'critical', in orientation, by virtue of its critical appreciation of the criticalness established in its enaction (and as re-established in and through its simulated re-enaction). That, to some extent, a critical core of existential establishment must center all behaviour and its re-simulation. However, its existential status is determined through a determination of to what extent this existential determination has been allowed to be expressed through its simulation and, when and where relevant, its re-simulation. Intentional behaviour is only possible through a resolution of intentional problematicity at the very core of the intentional project or program. Thence its co-option of the hermeneutic circle of comprehension, and its parallel in the overall transcendental suspension, through the invocation of the rhetorical enquestioning entailed in our second moment of harmonization. These moments being consonant background conformity, focal dissonance, and, ensuing partial resolution of that relationship (through the non-absolute harmonic resolution of that relationship given that the complete resolution would then establish the end or 'death' of that relationship). Let me look at this in more detail in order to establish these relationships between the existential establishment of the relationship in question, harmonization, enaction of intent, existential status, determination of existential status through re-simulation, etc. (26)


In what manner does this element of the critical intervene or does not intervene in our motivational enmeshment? (27)


As implied there is an existential economy which, under the auspices of the overall transcendental suspension, imparts an element of the critical which may or may not be conformed with in and through the non-existential or natural economy of enaction. In this regard we can say the natural economy is in a state of existential conformity when the natural economy reflects a necessary degree, or more, of conformity with its existential counterpart. Thence this degree of imputed alignment when the natural economy is judged to be in such alignment. The existential offering a number of modalities of response with varying degrees of existential responsiveness. Not that the existential economy can be both absolutely divined and absolutely enacted. However, when the relationship in its embeddedness is allowed to reveal both its nature and existential propensities, and, the same in the form of a unique response or a pattern of responses are both effectively thematized and enacted then we can treat that performance as in an essential state of existential alignment. In such a state of alignment between the existential economy and the natural economy we could say our motivational enmeshment has been given an existential transformation to the extent the relationships in question, in their embeddedness, have been taken into consideration in such a manner that there is either a preservation of relational interaction (and/)or conservational augmentation or enhancement of the same. Thence the preservation of relational interaction or the conservational enlargement of the same. (28)


How can we ascertain what degree of alignment is in place and that it is characteristically existential or non-existential in orientation? (29)


Value formation is indicative of relative existentialization or relative non-existentialization. Collectively this is expressed through the degree an apparent existential surplus or existential excess is in evidence. This evidence is also supported by the presence of existential characteristics or hallmarks (as examined elsewhere). An existential orientation is also supportive of both relational preservation and conservational augmentation and/or enhancement. Furthermore, these various indications and indicators should, in general, all support each other in this process of determination. The existentially oriented process of enactment is also supported by and supportive of internal enfranchisement and external empowerment (with respect to the effective relational boundaries of that relationship in its embeddedness). In effect ensuring a greater degree of connectivity and enrichment. Our appreciation of relative enrichment under the headings of modal density, intensity, propensity, consilence, salience and capacitance also being of assistance in this regard (as examined previously). (30)


What are the ramifications of this scheme? (31)


Ramifications can be examined under present implications and future consequences. By what mechanisms can such features be delineated and examined? From a personal perspective we can assume that existential input is of an existentially oriented nature by virtue of intentional directedness through direct or indirect forms of personal agency, i.e., intervention. E.g., it is a hot Summer's day and we are on a train platform with little protection from the sun. We are thirsty and decide to use the vending machine to buy a cool drink. The machine dispenses the drink but the machine was put there, etc., through human agency. Thence this instance of indirect personal agency. Or,     I am out walking in a national park and espy another walker who looks very lost and thirsty. I offer them some water from my water bottle and then walk with them out of this park by the quickest route. Obviously present implications cannot escape future consequences, and v.v. I see my fellow traveller is both lost and thirsty and ensure that both their thirst is assuaged and that they get out of this park safely. Can one credit such simple responses, that would be performed by any caring person, as existential in orientation. Could one calculate, instead, that there is a loss of value for me in my giving this thirsty person most of my water supply? That this loss of value for me must also measure in our collective calculations? Moreover, I have given up the pleasures of my ramble to ensure this person is safely guided out of this park aand safely arrives at a place where they can obtain more fluid to overcome their additional thirst and possible dehydration, etc? Obviously a rhetorical question but how should one respond to such objections? By noting the preservation of the life of this individual who was both thirsty and lost, and, by noting how our relationships have been mutually enriched through each other's continued presence. In leaving this park I could have fallen over a log and hurt myself. In this case my new friend, hopefully, would have offered me assistance. Or, at some future point in time when I am in need of assistance that such selfless help, in turn, may well be proffered by some other person, etc. The extension of such help collectively preserving and conserving relationships and their ability to foster augmented and enhanced forms of value formation. That civilization is indicative of such de-ontological practice as well as attending to pragmatic responses when the occasion also calls for the same. That over the perspective of the long term, assisting others both de-ontologically and pragmatically is mutually beneficial for each and every one of us. (32)


Can we compute the ramifications of existentially oriented and non-existentially oriented patterns of enaction? Given the chaotically constituted nature of the natural are we in any position to make such calculations (given that the chaotic does not calculate but spontaneously irrupts in enactive patterns of behaviour and/or reactive patterns of process where the latter is divorced from all semblance of agency?)? That much must be granted, but chaotic patterns of enaction and/or response can be probabilistically determined through forms of statistical pre-determination. The weather may be chaotic but when we see masses of dark clouds forming we know it is more than likely that it will rain very soon, if not here then over there. In a similar vein we make can determinations of the chaotic on the basis of such iterative phenomena. In a similar manner we can also make 'calculations' of the imputed merit to be or the merit that is or was that stemmed from the performance of enactive patterns of action or non-action, etc., that appear to augment if not enhance both  the preservation and/or conservation of our relationships in that regard. The expression of our imputed motivational enmeshment, through our apparent responses, acting as an indication of intent and to what degree such intent has been critically exercised from a relational point of view, i.e., from an an equivalent existential point of view. Such determination running various other possibilities that could have occurred along with expected ramifications in order to determine a probabilistic assessment of existential orientation thought to be associated with that specific pattern of enactment, etc. (33)


Such assessment or re-assessment, through simulation or re-simulation, being treated as both an indicator and indicative of the same types of processes associated with that in question. Thence our imputation of the existential quality of the existential economy from our existential assessment of such instigated forms of alignment (through re-alignment/re-de-mis-alignment). In the light of the same what are we allowed to conclude? (34)

6.    Provisional Conclusions


Let me conduct this set of provisional conclusions by taking a rhetorical turn, or, more to the point, a series of rhetorical turns given that this field of motivation/these interrelated fields of enmeshment, managing an existential economy in relation to the natural economy, strategies for dealing with our experience of displacement, etc. (35)


How do we appreciate our own motivation given that, more often than not, we over-idealize the nature of our situatedness and under-view our experience of displacement with remarkable lapses of oversight. We prefer to view the good and the better rather than review the bad or the even worse... a bias reinforced in memory, especially over time. On the other hand, a mildly overinflated view of the merits and strengths of one's self may well be a necessary defense mechanism for our survival in this world and that too much, insight, perhaps, should be postponed if not permanently left deferred? (36)


If we have trouble reviewing our own sense of emplacement and even more difficulty appreciating our experiences of displacement how are we going to be able to conduct any form of a critical review of the ramifications of our enactions? It would naturally follow from such reasoning that a critical appreciation of a consequential analysis may well be nigh impossible to conduct? On the other hand, whatever advances the existential economy should also advance the overall natural economy. Given this apaprent imperative, if only registered implicitly, how do conduct our affairs in order to augment if not enhance patterns of value formation either individually and collectively (from the perspectives of a relationship, an organization, a community, etc.)? (37)


Then, how do we appreciate, define and refine patterns of motivation? And to what extent does or should enmeshment reflect embeddedness, and v.v? (38)


For a start, patterns of complexity are usually dealt with through the adoption and adaptation of the requisite genres of behaviour. Social constructs refined over time although always in need of some form of adaptation given different circumstances, patterns of institutionalization, proliferation, competing forms of hermeneutic treatment, changing social paradigms, other situations demanding attention, etc. Given that the problematic nature of that to hand is already screened by virtue of such devices we then need only attend to what is to hand in that regard for dealing with the same. However, as noted, theory is 'so inconveniently corrupted by practice' and for a variety of reasons we may well need the administration of other genres to paper over these differences or take a more productive or integrated line of inquiry and response, etc. At the end of the day the effectiveness of such approaches will reveal themselves in the formation of an existential excess, the relative value of such an excess declaring to what degree we have or have not satisfactorily dealt with that specific (type of) situation.... (39)


As for matters of motivation... we have moved into a new territory that must take into account emotional or affective interests given that it is this pre-cognitive aspect that impels motivation, disrupts, counters or re-directs motivation in the first place. Then, we have transcendental questions of criticality, responsibility, determination of facticity, validity of judgments, ordered assessments and self-appreciation of the existential, etc. Moreover, to compound our worries we need to note the nature of the relationship between the natural and existential economies to review to what extent we are managing both and instituting projects and programs that find patterns of augmentation and enhancement in overall, relative value formation. Let me look more closely at these questions of motivation and its ramifications. (40)


It would appear that we cannot experience displacement per se but only our experience of displacement. Our review of such relatively adverse or disquieting experiences then may or may not lead us on to find forms of motivation designed to ameliorate such a disquieting state of affairs. In all of this we need to note to what extent and in what manner desires need to enter our equations. I might, e.g., find it disquieting that I cannot buy and drive an alpha romeo painted a pillar box red. Unable to drive I would need to have a chauffeur of course! But, would I be motivated enough to remedy this situation. I very much doubt it. Obviously, questions of motivation are going to have to consider how we view or might view our own hierarchy of needs and wants. Instead of owning a car I may well prefer to own a harpsichord and my first harpsichord was noted by the bank as a 'car loan'. Perhaps I now need to get a license in order 'to drive' the same? This hierarchy of motivations now touching on an appreciation of our own enmeshment in a world of motivation... looking into matters of re-motivation (given motivation is discharged as an iterative phenomenon), a-motivation, de-motivation, competing motivations, etc., etc. Then, it may well be the case that motivation is also contextually situated or driven (given that a considerable proportion of motivation may well be conducted in terms of status and its preservation and/or extension, etc.). So, questions of enmeshment are crucial to such considerations along with an understanding how such enmeshment bears to our current and future sense/s of emplacement (be that self-determined and/or other determined). Over-viewing all such considerations we should also return to how such projects and programs can be critically orchestrated and chaotically re-directed in directions that are relatively more profitable in terms of value formation (with such patterns of assessment/re-assessment also being conducted in terms of the relevant relationships in question through an appreciation of their semblance of emplacement, etc.)? And, how might we appreciate this critical dimension? Need I mention again our need to invoke a critically supervized and enacted overall transcendental suspension along with its apposite and adequate invocation of the requisite genres of behaviour to expedite such investigations? (41)


Then, we also need to re-investigate the nature and need of or for 'desire' governed directly or indirectly through the invocation of an ostensive existential economy albeit in and through its critical transcendental exercise (as a simulated approximation of what is imputed to exist or not to exist and whether it should exist or should not exist, etc?)? Under such explicit or implicit transcendental supervision we could also extend this type of inquiry to enquire whether we should desire 'desire x' or not desire 'desire x' or whether we should desire 'non-desire x' or not desire 'non-desire x'. Given that motivation necessitates some form of desire and, at the same time, our transcendental appreciation, conducted wittingly or unwittingly, must also demand the balance and suspension of the same, just how should we advance our theoretical, practical and critical investigations in this regard? (42)


However, given that it is our negative experiences of displacement that are often utilized to motivate us to (re-)harmonize and resolve or ameliorate such an experience of disquiet then it may well be asked, perhaps, that a strategy of overcoming this experience per se may well be more profitable for us in this regard? Especially in the light of this insight that 'overall displacement can never be absolutely harmonized and minimized' it may well profit our attention to overcome this experience itself and in such extended and enlarged terms of reference ask these questions of the potential relevance or irrelevance of desire, non-desire, suspended desires, re-instated desires, and, even perhaps, considering the idea of transcendental emotions or transcendentally re-directed desires, etc., etc?? A task I will attempt in my next essay-paper. (43)

        






      Noël Tointon, Sydney, 5.10.13.

