 





 Part XVIII: The Existential Economy!

The Transformation of Value, and, the Value of Transformation:

Practise versus Practice(?)*

0.    Preamble

 
A subtle world of difference lives between a verb and its associated nouns, and v.v. Thence this title of 'practise versus practice'. In this essay-paper let me further explore the practical dimension of the existential economy from this perspective that looks at the subtle differences between intentionally-directed processes and intentionally realized forms of productivity thematized in the midst of such processes of intentional thematization. (0)

1.    Introduction


In the first essay-paper in this second volume the practical dimensions of the existential economy were introduced and looked at under five headings, namely, representational economy, volition, ramifications (of enaction), augmentation (and enhancement) and transformations in identification (be that objective or subjective in orientation). In this second essay-paper to deal more specifically with this topic of the practical let me approach these five headings through this lens that concentrates on the dialectical interaction between apparent intentional processes and their intentional content. (1)

2.    The Existential/Representational/Intentional/Phenomenological Economy


Our five headings, effectively, in reverse order are the appreciation of the appreciation of the appreciation of the appreciation of the existential economy; the appreciation of the appreciation of the appreciation of the existential economy, etc. Let me explain. Seeing the existential economy as equivalent to the intentional economy, etc., we can perceive the same to be that realized through the overall deferment of the representational economy,. etc., i.e., in effect, the overall transcendental suspension. The element of volition was described as the suspension of this overall transcendental suspension at the center of the intentional economy, etc. In intentional-gestalt terms of reference this would be the relationship between an intentional object-state, an intentional field, and, a form of appreciation of the relationship between the former tantamount to forming an associated form of intentional subjectivity (in keeping with the nature of that intentional object and its associated sense of an intentional field). Although, I might add, in harmonic theory (noting consonance, dissonance, resolution...) this order can be altered to note, first, the relative consonance of the associated field, then, the relative dissonance of the object-state, and, finally, the harmonic resolution realized between the former. Either way, a circle or cycle of intentional activity is engendered between such polarities or dialectical moments. A state of affairs that also has its direct parallel in the overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension which, mirroring the order of our harmonic sequence, is, first, the contextual background of wholes, then, a focus on parts, and, last, their ensuing relationship in the comprehension of the text or texts in question. (2)

*Latest version: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html

The overall cycle has it internal dynamics orchestrated through a tripartite series of suspensions or deferments, and its overall, external dynamics organized through a form of overall suspension or deferment. Then, through a suspension of the overall suspension, central to the representational economy et al, volition is engineered through the directedness of resolution and this suspension of the suspension. In effect, volition actively orchestrates the ensuing directedness realized through such a double suspension (through suspending the suspension/s, and,  adopting the directedness realized through such resolution(/s) should that have been arrived at). (3)


Then, in turn, an appreciation of the ramifications of forms of enactive involvement are arrived at through looking at a number of resolutional scenarios in order to ascertain the most effective and efficient process in value formation. Thence this higher order in appreciative involvement. (4)


Then, actively engineering more productive scenarios, effectively, is to induce an amplification in the value forming process, i.e., its augmentation if not its enhancement (should there be an even greater quantification in value formation through harnessing chaotically more productive processes in re-direction in value formation). (5)


Finally, an appreciation of the transformations in identity formation effectively gives us our appreciation of the appreciation of the appreciation of the appreciation of the relevant intentional economy in question. (6)


Hence the inter-connectiveness between these five headings is realized through these various meta-levels in appreciation as engineered through the relevant overall deferment or overall suspension of these states of subjected overall deferment or overall suspension, etc. We could state (in line with transformational theory) that the object level (of the existential economy, e.g.) is subjected to appreciation through meta-appreciation in an act of volition. That ramifications are appreciated in forms of (double) meta-meta-appreciation; potential augmentation is realized in and through an appreciation of ramifications and thence its (triple) meta-meta-meta-status; and, that an appreciation of ensuing transformations in identity would be arrived at in and through (quadruple) meta-meta-meta-meta-appreciation (of the core existential economy). Thence also the need to integrate phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential forms of investigation and treatment (in accordance with that as outlined in a transformational treatment-retreatment philosophy as discussed elsewhere) (in order to examined internal dynamics and how such configurations might alter the development of our higher meta-levels of relatively external appreciation [between levels of appreciation]). (7)


At each stage a distinctive pattern of intentional activity emerges in keeping with its meta-status, namely, more or less, intentions, volitions, ramifications, augmentations (or enhancements) and transformations in identity, etc. Of course all higher levels of meta-activity can be retreated back on to a lower level of meta-activity. Hence intentional representation, etc., of volitions, ramifications, existentially preferred pathways in augmentation, etc. (8)


Let me now examine in broadly outlined detail these five different meta-levels of activity that can be treated and expressed through intentions, volitions, etc., or, retreated in the form of intentions, volitions, etc. (9)

2.    Intentions as Thematized in the Existential Economy (etc.)


The potential contestment between verbs and their associated nouns is obvious in intentional forms of treatment through representation, etc. We have an apparent intentional process wherein we find the thematization of intentional content in keeping with the nature of such processes. If I am seeing something something is seen. If I am thinking something is thought. Or, in the natural world, if I am baking a cake a cake is being baked, etc. In linguistic analysis we can also see verbal expressions sometimes shifting towards nouns and nouns sometimes being used with verbal force. Many linguistic purist detest such transitions in the language even though, rightly, we would have no language in the first place if such shifts were not already in place. E.g., 'the food is being cooked' is equivalent to 'the food is cooking', and, the word 'cook' is both a verbal infinitive 'to cook' or 'the person who does the cooking'. Or, again, the word 'cooker' can mean both 'the person cooking' or 'the oven used for cooking', etc. So, behind an elementary term like 'cook' we can find a spectrum of verbal and non-verbal expressions. (10)


The intentional economy is engaged between the polarities of the intentional object-state/s or objective/s, the associated intentional field, and, the corresponding sense of an intentional subject. Through their overall deferment/suspension an overall transcendental deferment/suspension is realized. As a process, content is thematized within its metaphorical embrace. In a perceptual act of seeing, things perceived are seen by a perceiver, etc. On one hand a process conducted in time, and, on the other hand, with a spontaneity of recognition that transcends the mere semblance of the temporal. As noted – value is spontaneously realized through a chaotically oriented process of re-direction, whereas, in contrast, the value formed and circulated is deposited in the form of entracements. The same can be seen to fall into two varieties, i.e., the non-living and the living. The non-living being artifacts (usually) deposited upon the face of the Earth that are either classical texts in the form of writing and allied arts like, e.g., letters, photos, etc., or, non-classical texts in the form of depositions that ensue from our mere being engaged in this World-of-Life like, e.g., footprints, beads of sweat, etc. Living artifacts include the birth and life of members of our human species, and, non-human forms of life whose existence is engineered directly or indirectly, in part or in whole, from our own deliberations as might arise in the running of a farm, e.g., etc. (11)


Our engagement with the world, through embodiment and embeddedness, with others and other things engages a world of value formation. A transcendental realm of value whose transcendentally oriented creation is retreated in the natural realm as items or units in a world of consumption or potential consumption through the circulation and consuming of the relevant entracements. Consumption taking two active forms, namely, physical consumption (of items for consumption) and/or non-virtual entertainment (of units of entertainment in systems of associated entertainment). E.g., eating an apple or being a farmer who grows apples in an orchard for distribution in an agricultural economy. I.e., as a product (item) for consumption or as a service (unit) for entertainment (that may or may not utilize items for consumption). Our experience of value arising across this interface between its transcendentally oriented origination (through chaotic re-direction/non-chaotic redirection) and its non-transcendentally oriented utilization or engagement through consumption or entertainment, etc. (12)


Why is such value conceived of as being originated in transcendental terms of reference? By virtue of its trans-cognitive gestation through acts of judgment which naturally have a transcendental complexion despite utilization or engagement in terms of its natural consumption or natural entertainment (through the exercise of a service). Our appreciation of the intentional economy naturally taking on this transcendental complexion be that recognized or not recognized, although, at the same time, our engagement with this transcendental world of value also naturalizes it through such engaged retreatment. However, our appreciation of this realm of value can also be conducted in non-existential terms of reference through an overlooking of its origins in the trans-cognitive level of psychic functioning. An existentially oriented attitude redressing and re-addressing this form of oversight. Moreover, the existential tenor of our engagement can also orchestrate the preconditions that induce further processes of existential retreatment that either augment or enhance such (more insightful patterns of) engagement along with our entry into an involved world of volition. (13)

3.    Volitions


By re-engaging a world of value we can also re-engage a world of volition through our indirect and/or direct involvement realized therein. (14)


By forming attractions towards or reversions from points and processes of valuation, along with an engagement with paralleled forms of involvement of a virtual disposition, we can then engage direct/indirect patterns of virtual and/or non-virtual engagement through acts of volition in which we make decisions either to act or postpone such action through inaction wherein we decide to postpone our curent decision making, and, in making a decision to act we might either decide to actively act or not act through an action of non-action (in contrast to the mere postponement of inaction).(15)


Valuation engages directly and indirectly an economy of desire also exercised on an affective level of psychic functioning. Indirectly through its deferment or suspension, and, directly through its directly engineered thematization. The 'final' weighting of desire (as thematized through judgment) and pathways for its expression and/or postponement (as thematized through judgment) jointly entering into acts of volition where we entertain action or inaction, action or non-action in regards to the same. The overall suspension or deferment of the same engendering the expression of our volition in that regard.... (16)

4.    Ramifications  


Our envisualization or envisagement of a pattern of involvement can also be appreciated in terms of its probable ramifications, i.e., most likely current implications and most likely future consequences (as envisaged through a recollection of habits, expectations, the appreciated consequences of past experiences, general forms of inter-subjective knowledge in regards to the same, etc.). To construct and assist in this task we have a plethora of inter-subjectively oriented meta-textual genres of behaviour to guide and assist us. Our invocation of the same being realized through their adoption and adaptation where ensuing relevance can be appreciated through the relative excess of an existential surplus of value that arises in processes of apposite invocation. (17)

5.    Existential Augmentations and Enhancements


An appreciation of the anticipated ramifications of the adoption of certain positions of involvement is but a short step to an existential appreciation of the degree that the invoked exercise of such attitudes may or may not lead to processes of relative augmentation if not relative enhancement in ensuing patterns of value formation. An ongoing re-appreciation of the same helping us to determine the accuracy of such anticipations and to what extent their current and/or future redirection/re-direction is called for in order to preserve such relative augmentation and/or add to its reinforced conservation (through a further amplification of the same). Such transformation directly or indirectly constituting changes in identification be that either objective or subjective. In some measure, our receptivity to the relationship in question assisting us in deftly engineering individual and social patterns of augmentation... if not enhancement through the more skilful harnessing of more productive patterns of chaotically oriented re-direction. (18)

6.    Identificational Transformations


Transformations on the intentional, volitional, consequential and augmentational levels of economic expression and circulation indirectly and/or directly finding expression in forms of identificational transformation. Let me discuss what appears to be entailed here. (19)


I have (implicitly) argued that changes in identity concern the turning of continuities into discontinuities and the turning of discontinuities into continuities. By 'continuities' is meant relative forms of expressed and experienced consonance as entertained on personal, inter-personal, organization and/or cultural
 levels of expression. Conversely, by 'discontinuities' is meant relative forms of expressed and experienced dissonance as entertained on personal, inter-personal, organizational and/or cultural levels of expression. Identificational consolidation endeavouring to resolve such anomalies (in 'our' awareness) as expressed and experienced in the appreciation of such interaction and reflection. What is entailed in this understanding of identity? (20)


E.g., it was assumed that person x would still vote Labor in the last election just as they had in all previous elections but they announced on Facebook that they had voted for the Coalition for the first time. Here we find a expected continuity disrupted and turned into a relative discontinuity in identity formation vis-à-vis past behaviour. That person now defines, has redefined themselves as a Coalition supporter. Or, e.g., most people accept that they must vote in the national elections. If a person who normally refuses to get politically involved were to decide to vote then here we would find that this pattern of social discontinuity has now been turned into a pattern of social continuity. These apparent strands of relative continuity and discontinuity defining the person and re-defining the same when altered in some form or format. Transformation turning relative continuities into relative discontinuities, or v.v., or, adding to these strands of continuity/discontinuity or subtracting from the same. E.g., in passing their medical exams y could now practise as a doctor. Or, through the consequences of permanent injury z could no longer define themselves as a tennis player but only as someone who once played professional tennis and who still professes a great admiration for the individuals who skilfully play as professionals in this game, etc. Transformations in identity formation noting changes in continuity, and/or discontinuity and/or the addition and/or subtraction of specific strands in identification. Effectively, the semblance of overall identification representing the relative harmonization of such elements in identification be that self-experienced and/or self-expressed, or, as other-experienced and other-related, etc. By 'etc.' we note the import and impact of emergent aspects experienced and expressed through forms of resolution be they brought before consciousness and thematized in current levels of awareness or not so currently represented there in conscious awareness, cultural awareness, etc. (21)


What ramifications arise from our awareness of transformations in identification be that relatively subjective or objective in orientation? (22)


By 'objective' is meant our reconsideration of the identity of a certain intentional object-states or objectives, situations or contexts or similar (in contrast to our subjective appreciation of changes in personal, inter-personal, organizational or cultural forms of identity). E.g., our recent re-appreciation of the medical condition of gastric ulcers has redefined our understanding and treatment of the same. Or, e.g., by incremental shifts in social attitudes, etc., women are progressively, albeit slowly, finding a closing of the wages gap between the sexes. Or, e.g., the relative success of an ongoing Australian multi-culturalism as a default political position is re-defining the current expression of political power through such inclusion(?). Hence, also, a certain relativity between what might be considered as objective or subjective. Is progressive ethnic or migrant inclusiveness an objective appreciation of a subjective state of affairs or a subjective appreciation of an objective state of affairs. Or, perhaps we should be happy to perceive objectivity and subjectivity on a spectrum of objective-subjective involvement more defined by pragmatic considerations? (23)

7.    Retreatment, etc.


The reconsideration of changes in identification, as thematized through processes of rethematization in identity formation, implicates processes of transformational retreatment as found to occur within and/or between these levels of meta-appreciation. Such reconsiderations having potential ramifications, etc., for how we are to comport ourselves in our engagement with others. A close attention to transformations in relevant strands in identification helping to alert us to the possible need to make responsive and responsible shifts in attitude and in our expression of the same, i.e., in the existential tenor of our comportment; i.e., through the re-existentialization of the same. Thence the importance that can be attached to these meta-levels of appreciation in a re-appreciation of our current existential situatedness in 'our' passage through this World-of-Life before-others, with-others...! (24)

8.    Provisional Conclusions


What can we conclude? To what extent are we capable of intuiting the existential reality of our relationships as we find ourselves both embodied and embedded in this Life-World dominated by both the presence and absence of the other? (25)


For a start, although the world of the other can be perceived as all pervasive, still, the other cannot be directly everywhere (despite current pre-occupations for an incremental over-proliferation of surveillance, e.g.). The intentional state of affairs, although constituted through the other (through inter-subjective meta-textual conventions, peer group pressure, excessive incentives for cultural continuity) is such that the 'inner' intentional life of the individual can still be had with relative anonymity along with patterns of mis-simulation, non-simulation or dissimulation (and despite misleading claims that the close monitoring of brain function could non-crudely delineat such an internal state of affairs. Yet, despite such apparent respite, generally we remain beholden to this otherwise all-pervasive realm of the other. That granted, it falls to us to make the most of such a position through re-positioning in such a manner that existentially augments and/or enhances our embodied embeddedness with-other, before-others through an existentialization of our comportment with-others, before-others as to be crafted from the unique novelty of our own relatively internal deliberations. Hence our attention to comparative forms of transformational retreatment, developing a 'moral compass', closely appreciating the existential value and merit of our own intentions, volitions, etc. (26)


In the next essay-paper in examining the practical dimension/s of the existential economy let me look more closely at the reality of living entracements, the nature of our existences before-others, as we make 'our' passage through this World-of-Life in the light of our overall appreciation of the existential economy as seen through the lenses of representation, volition, the consequential ramifications of the former, the potential for augmentation and/or enhancement along with the ensuing transformations in identity stemming from the collective impact of the former. Our comprehension of such detail, and alterations discerned therein, being thematized between these two dialectical directions of the intentional process and the intentional object(tive), i.e., in effect, between the associated verbs and its/their nominative derivatives, and v.v.... (27)








     Noël Tointon, Sydney, 21.12.13.

�	By 'cultural' we could include local culture, national and/or international expressions.






