
 Part II: The Existential Economy!

The Transformation of Value, and, the Value of Transformation:

The Economics of the Existential Economy?*

0.    Preamble


Value arises through re-direction but must find circulation beyond that point of irruption. In this essay-paper let us examine, in general or hypothetical terms, the economic nature implicated in this apparent circulation of value (after such points of chaotic re-presentation). To this end let me examine a number of key concepts such as re-positioning; entracements/re-entracements; re-utilization of entracements; convertibility and the efficiency of this process of re-entracement… thence outlining the hypothetical possibilities, that constitute the general course of circulation, that seem to underlie the economics of value formation. (0)

1.    Introduction


First let me re-introduce the nature of value formation noting the chaotic irruption of re-presentational re-direction and the economics of post-irruptive circulation. (1)


Second, let me discuss the hypothesis that value formation is multi-dimensional even if usually presented in mono-dimensional terms of reference. (2)


Third, let me refine our understanding of the nature of circulation through examining various concepts like re-positioning, entracement, re-entracement, re-utilization of entracements, etc. (3)


Last, let me propose a series of provisional conclusions (and propose some tentative suggestions as to how this economy can be both augmented and enhanced; and through noting the goal-seeking nature of intentionality?). (4)

*Latest version: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html

2.    Re-Introduction


Value has been treated as the irruptive force of re-direction that issues from the chaotic nature of intentionality as it interfaces with a chaotic world. However, in this set of essay-papers we have had to revise this view to take into account that irruptive re-direction by itself cannot establish the formation of value per se. That circulation is instigated through the textual deposition and recycling of entracements that are enriched through apposite forms of re-positioning, through the later re-utilization of such entracements, and/or through the convertibility of such entracements; all three process-aspects being conducted in a multi-dimensional world of value formation. Let me illustrate what is being argued here. (5)


The momentary nature of the irruptive process of re-direction cannot be recycled per se (although similar circumstances can set up the re-iteration of similar phenomenal-phenomenological states of affairs). However, what can be recycled are textual depositions in the form of entracements. E.g., the re-dissemination of verbal and/or written instructions. Or, e.g., the recycling of currency in a monetary economy, etc. Now such entracements can be used later when we decide to keep our money in our purse or wallet or enter into some future form of online banking. Or, through working in our current form of employment we find such time spent, etc., converted into wages or a salary, etc., and, after receiving our wages or salary, we can then convert payment into some other form of a financial transaction, etc., through a process of re-entracement. Alterations in the relative value of the enrichment received can also be engineered through processes of re-location in time and space, through transformations in subjective and inter-subjective identity, and, non-engineered through forms of mis-intended or unintended consequences and consequences of a non-intended nature (arrived at through luck or misfortune or in relatively neutral terms of reference). (6)


However, the economic dimension of such transitions and ensuing transformations needs to be seen to operate in a multi-dimensional sphere of operation/s.  Let me explore this hypothesis (through descriptive and prescriptive forms of explication). (7)

3.    The Multi-Dimensional Nature of Value Formation


If we were to buy a painting we are already, ostensively, operating in a dual economy, namely, one in which works of art, e.g., paintings are painted, and, also sold. Effectively, they appear to operate, already, in a world of aesthetics (with both aesthetic ‘writing and reading’) and in world of non-aesthetic, financial transactions. But why stop there. We could swap paintings or swap more than one painting for a certain number of other paintings. Then, a painting might be seen as a device to cover a hole in the wall or a stain in the wallpaper. Or, it could be seen merely as a device to create a certain ambiance desired by an interior decorator. Or, as a financial instrument that might figure in your superannuation in the hope that its value will be either conserved over time, or, more importantly, might actually increase in value over that period of time. Then, without ruling out any of the above, an artwork could also be used as a device to exude status, or, to impress friends and enemies alike with the impression that you have money or good taste, or, that you have a good collector's eye, or, suggest, inadvertently, that you have more money than you really need, more money than good sense given that the resale value of your work of art is probably much less than you actually paid for it, etc. Then, again, you may have bought that work of art knowing that its resale value for the foreseeable future will be lower because you very much like that specific painting and value it also in non-financial economic terms.... (8)


Can we argue conclusively that all forms of value have their gestation in a multi-dimensional form and format of e/valuation in our collective vision of the world as lived? (9)


For one system of value to have value there must exist a contrasting world of value that gives a significant contrast to that first world of value. So, a painted work of art can have both aesthetic value and non-aesthetic, financial value, etc. Now, just as financial value is itself not monolithic it follows that one painting could be given a financial value in a range of currencies once established in one currency. Moreover, aesthetic value can also be seen through a number of different lenses even though we would hope that these forms of appreciation need not be absolutely incommensurable given we are dealing with the same work of art and different readings will have different degree of an existential excess in valuation and that some forms of valuation might well be more productive of value in an aesthetically oriented reading (and naturally lending themselves to more inter-subjectively adopted interpretations as recognized in terms of fashion and being seen as being more fashionable either contemporaneously or retrospectively [in the ethos of some era, e.g.]). Furthermore, having the same referent we would also hope that some form of a synthesis of multiple readings might be able to be harmonized to some extent given our concentration on those readings that appear to be more productive in value formation (and that consilience is another form of potential enrichment that opens us up to an integration in both subjective and inter-subjective forms anchored in terms of a more richly appreciated approach to salience in and through some form of existentially oriented relevance for the viewer/s in this regard). The buyer of a painted work of art is motivated to buy that same work of art. In the appreciation of art we can note that forms of consensus can be arrived at through an awareness of fashion (positively in the originality of its initial phase of dissemination and/or negatively in the derivativeness of later fashionable forms of iteration), the reasonable force of connoisseurship, trends in auction records, the general perception and/or apperception of aesthetic merit, etc., etc. (10)


Just as one system of value can be contrasted with some other non-equivalent field of e/valuation, each system itself can be tweaked to form a plethora of dimensions with varying degrees of commensurability/incommensurability. Hence all forms of e/valuation are infinitely open even if not treated in such openness to other perspectives, etc. On the other hand, the more viable field of e/valuation is usually signalled successfully through its presentation in and through apposite genres of behaviour signalled as being used through a critically conducted reading of that text (and demonstrated as being indicated through such an overt reading or set of overt readings in line with its apparent appropriation of genres). Such appropriations being apparently adopted and adapted in the course of more 'normal' reading/s of that work of art; as a textual deposition entraced in such an explicit/implicit meta-textual environment. That our readings/s of such entracements, through such appreciation, can then be viewed as that which can or should be valued, revalued, re-evaluated, and, re-utilized and/or converted into some other form of valuation, etc., etc. (11)


Thence the economic nature of value through the circulation of entracements; enriched, hopefully through re-positioning and their re-utilization and/or conversion through re-entracement. (12)


Thence the economics of value formation – through irruptive re-direction and the recycling of ensuing entracements (in a multi-dimensional field of e/valuation). (13)


What role does re-positioning play in such economic circulation, and, given the (natural desire for the) formation of an excess of existential valuation how do we account for both relative augmentation (of textual totalities) and relative enhancement of the former (through an augmentation of such augmentation)? (14)

4.    The Economics of Circulation


Re-positioning takes place through a change in position for the intentional subject or subjects. That could take place through a change in time and/or space, the adoption and adaptation of other genres of interpretation and behaviour, through the confluence of other entracements or acts of intentional intervention, etc. Let me illustrate these possibilities. (15)


In a previous anecdote I mentioned the relief we get when we have been walking for some time and espy a nearby seat to rest ourselves upon. In the environment nothing has changed other than this re-positioning of ourselves upon that seat. Hence such re-positioning has altered our manner of current engagement. We find the rest restful and enjoy this short period of relief. The implicit principle behind re-positioning is to find a new position or attitude, etc., that allows us to enjoy an enrichment of our current experience. A classical like formula in this respect would be to note how such changes in positioning can enrich the overall modal density of modes actually being engaged, increasing the intensity of those forms of modal engagement, engaging forms of tropic re-iteration that reinforce our hermeneutic appreciation of the modes of harmonization being entertained, finding additional enrichment through forms of fruitful consilience that re-confirm our understanding of our current re-positioning, and, through thematizing and refining forms of salience that are relevant to the very manner of our current engagement. (16)


Re-positioning can also take place through a change in time. I have been walking for most of the day and know that in ten minutes time I will be home and able to put my feet up at long last. With that intent I continue on my way home. Or, my re-seeing the nature of my current being in the world I can take on a new way of being in the world with attendant difference in enrichment (be they negative or positive in overall orientation, and, hopefully, preferencing the latter option). Or, rather than change my perspective I change my encounter with entracements that can amplify my current intent. I am hungry and look in my wallet to see if I have enough to buy a snack or meal. I might be lucky to have find some money on the ground. Or, I might note a half-price special advertized on the window of the local supermarket, etc. Then, again, rather than converting entracements in the light of current economic commitments I might be the beneficiary of some form of intervention that amplifies my current intentionality. I have been invited to a friend's place for a meal and great conversation. Enrichment of experience being arrived at through such auspicious re-positioning. (17)


However, re-positioning in and of itself is not enough or sufficient to arrive at this state of augmented enrichment. What must also occur is some form of enriched environment for the writing/reading of entracements through re-positioning, and/or, through the apposite re-utilization of entracements already to hand, and/or, through entertaining some form of conversion whereby one or more forms of entracement are converted into one or more useful form or forms of entracement through a process of re-entracement. E.g., moving towards that seat and sitting down upon it, or, using a set of wonderful paintings and other artworks to enrich the environment of our home in order to feel more at-home. Or, e.g., using the food in the cupboard to make a wonderful meal, and, sharing it with friends. Or, e.g., selling a very old and expensive painting in order to take a well-deserved holiday overseas, and, during this trip buying some more wonderful paintings by very good contemporary artists that are not too expensive with the left-over proceeds of this prior sale. (18)


Now, we might wonder about the efficiency of convertibility in our sale,  say, of that antique old master picture just alluded to. If we bought it for $10,000 and sold it a year or two later for $20,000 then we have made, more or less, a real $10,000 profit given it took place in a short period of time in a low inflation environment. But, then, if this money was earmarked to buy something overseas and the dollar looses half its value my re-conversion of that profit may well be seen as neither a net lost nor a net profit overall if that object being bought overseas has now doubled in terms of the local currency and completely absorbs, no more and no less, the complete proceeds of that sale. In that case, the $20,000 realized in that sale, of which $10,000 was formerly 'profit', has now been completely absorbed in this new sale where the value of this object has now, effectively, doubled when re-written in your local currency. (19)


This concept of convertibility, however, is primarily interested in determining to what extent my transactions have promoted a state of existential augmentation and, even, perhaps, a state of considerable existential enhancement. (20)


This efficiency of conversion noting to what extent there is a relative profit or loss in this regard (although the 'currency' of choice need not be financially oriented). However, it should also be noted that the coming together of a harmonious semblance of an apparent totality is also productive of an existential excess in value in and from such existential augmentation (through the positively engineered utilization of the effects of emergent modalities). On the other hand, enhancement builds upon such augmentation through processes of enrichment realized through such re-positioning, and/or, convertibility of entracements through re-entracement, and/or, re-utilization of entracements already to hand (but not being properly utilized formerly), etc. Enhancement can also be further augmented when co-opting positively enhanced forms of chaotic re-direction in and through the instigation of the same. That a refined form of relational attunement (at-onement or atonement, etc.) in our more important relationships is also instrumental in such re-alignment and associated promotion of enhancement. To entertain a set of provisional conclusions let me briefly broach this topic of a sensitively aware embodiment and an attuned embeddedness in our relationships that can lead to a refined form of reciprocity between knowledge and power, passive appreciation and active enaction productive of apposite and adequate forms of experiential enrichment realizing a formation of value with an associated existential tenor.... (21)

5.    Provisional Conclusions


What is entailed in existential augmentation and existential enhancement vis-à-vis existential embodiment and existential embeddedness? (22)


Re-positioning is always a re-positioning in and through embodiment and embeddedness. The center of your world is 'you' as you find yourself embodied in this world as lived. Moreover, the colour of such embodiment is also a reflection of our embeddedness in our relationships in this world as lived. We are not just embodied but also embedded. Although embodied in and through our embodiment we can also appreciate the same through transcendental reflection. I am walking down this side of the street but I can imagine myself now walking down the other side of the street. Hence our embodiment is not absolutely enacted through empirical embodiment with no way of being able to appreciate the same. (23)


Our embeddedness reflects the some total of our relationships to the extent they are entertained and impinge themselves upon us, and v.v. Obviously relationships are not equal. This hierarchy of their influences, and ensuing obligations, etc., is mediated through the entirety of the Life-World. And gives psychic flesh to such a world as lived with-others, before-others. Obviously, although we stand before all people and all communities, organizations and cultures, etc., it does not mean we stand equally before them just as they do not stand equally before us. Inequality is the order of the day, thankfully, and it implies that judgments that influence and are influenced by our relationships need not be arrived at through infinite forms of analysis and synthesis. Instead, we need merely attend to the most relevant, most salient features of our relationships in order to realize pathways of enaction that find comparatively greater degrees of re-positioned enrichment, etc. How is such assessment conducted even in these more limited terms of reference? Through forms of relational simulation and then assessing which courses of enaction appear to deliver relatively more enriched patterns of interaction. By adopting and adapting meta-textual genres already to hand for this type of analysis and synthesis, and, noting precedences already mapped out for us, etc. Indeed, the very way we frame such questions and run such simulations, and enquestion the same, is indicative of how we already stand before others. The way we stand before others taking more into account those relationships that we find more meaningful for us and seem to be implicated in that course of enaction being currently envisaged. A sea of obligations is skillfully negotiated each and every day. Only occasionally do we find a novelty of situation that needs to be more thought through, and, then, it will still be hermeneutically approached through guiding principles and forms of precedence already adopted and which stand merely to be adapted or re-adapted. That such 'progress' is never perfect but is often the 'best' of many worlds... if not all possible worlds. Relative failure probably being entertained through being seen to have taken only a 'better' solution to such puzzles in enactive behaviour. That every situation can elicit an infinitude of responses of which some are best and others are better and many more are not so good whilst even more are neutral in value formation while many others are just inappropriate in that context or just cannot be framed by the very nature that context currently to hand. If you were stopped on the street by a very poor person asking for something to eat what would you do? You can see that they are very thin and definitely in need of a square meal. Do you hit them over the head and put them out of their misery? Would you merely recite a poem, or, tell them that next life must be a better one (since it could not be worse that this one)? Or, would you just give them some food so at least today they would be no longer hungry? The poor person is obviously hungry. Hungry people need to eat. This person needs to eat and eat now. So you ensure they get a decent meal. You have the means to do this and you duly do so. Apparent 'hunger' frames the situation and an existentially oriented response is framed by this reading of that same situation. If we validly thought that person was only pretending to be hungry and only wanted some money to buy drugs, e.g., then we might treat such a request for what it appears to be worth in the light of this reading... by merely ignoring it, e.g. On the other hand, how could we pass this hungry person by if they were truly hungry given that it could be ourselves living in their clothes given another set of unfortunate or misfortunate circumstances... and then we would stand or fall in our dependence upon the goodness of others? (24)


By attending to what is salient we can usually comprehend the general most probable ramifications of simulated processes of enaction be that instigated through action or non-action. Normally, adopting and adapting those pathways that would appear to deliver enriched forms of e/valuation. Practically, such envisaging is not problematic for us given precedents embedded in meta-textual genres of behaviour are already to hand for us in that respect and that our inter-subjective interactions have usually honed such a non-problematic awareness for us in that regard. (25)


Salience is implicitly or explicitly defined for us through both attending to the nature of current framing and attending though existential attunement to potential processes of re-positioned enrichment (of a relatively more augmented or enhanced valuation). Recognition of this feature being an important driver of goal-directed behaviour (being the very essence of our intentionality). (26)


Thence our embodiment and our embeddedness in this world as lived. That it is through such a world that we engage in processes of value formation with-others, before-others. The economics of such circulation being re-directed through irruption and circulated in the form of entracements. Through apposite forms of re-positioning value is augmented and, occasionally, given the right circumstances, enhanced. That this relationship between iterative patterns of irruption and recycling of entracements is itself a form of an inner economy situated at the very core of all forms of value formation. Roughly, we could see it as a parallelization between the relatively transcendental (of judgments per se) in the harmonization of its irruption and the relatively non-transcendental (as the judgment delivered) as reflected in and through our cognitive reception of forms of entracement and our cognitive treatment/retreatment of the same, etc. I.e., in and through our writing and reading/re-writing and re-reading of the same. That, only that which is found to be there for us can be seriously engaged in cognitive terms of reference. We do not, normally, discuss Einstein's theory of relativity with babies in prams or highchairs. Such a conversation would not be understood by them. In a similar fashion only that which can be appropriated by us can be meaningfully re-appropriated by us and found or not found to have an enriched sense of e/valuation derived through process of re-positioning conducted by either ourselves and/or others. (27)


The very center of the intentional economy (between trans-intentional judgment and non-transcendentally treated patterns of enaction through our reception of entracements) is intentional, i.e., goal directed and goal driven. Intentionality has these two edges to it as reflected in the double meaning of 'intent', i.e., directed towards an intentional object as the intentional objective, and, the motivation that inspires such intent to arrive at such an 'objective'. To conclude let me look at this aspect of goal-seeking. (28)


It has been observed that the person, in terms of goals, appears to operate between three innate and relatively fundamental physiological systems, namely, concerning matters of security as perceived through panic and fear, concerning matters of autonomy through an element of rage when thwarted, and, concerning excitement in a system that generally seeks positive forms of stimulus.
 


I.e. goals directed in reference to:




1.
Security …. panic and fear system...




2.
Autonomy …. rage system...




3.
Excitement …. seeking system.... (29)


Now if we also take two of these system simultaneously we get six possibilities,  (three pure possibilities and three hybrid possibilities) namely:

Adventure

Excitement


Autonomy

Enjoyment


Discipline

Security

E.g., seeing excitement and autonomy jointly experienced as a form of adventure, etc. Hence this arrangement above, and, as further cashed out as below: 

Security: (as experienced through) care, trust, closeness, security, warmth...

Enjoyment: relaxation, light heartedness, openness, pleasure...

Excitement: vitality, fun, curiosity, creativity, change...

Adventure: freedom, courage, rebellion, discovery, risk...

Autonomy: pride, success, power, superiority, recognition...

Discipline: precision, order, logic, reason.... (30)


I have noted the above as an heuristic device to help us better appreciate the nature of goal-seeking behaviour as embedded at the very core of our intentionality. In marketing (as noted by Phil Barden; Decoded: The Science Behind Why We Buy) the imparted values of a product, as signalled through advertizing, etc., will fall under one or more of these categories. In order to skilfully market a product or service we need to be clear as to which direction we should be heading and, therein and thereafter, bring the customer along in the same direction. Define the goal a certain product or service is offering and align your advertizing accordingly. I would like to argue that in our goal directed intentionality we are beholden to similar forces. Thence my proposing this device in order to help us clarify as to which direction a certain pattern of intentionality would appear to be heading towards by evaluating which type of goal is being alluded to. Then, through a refinement of such intent we might well be able to engineer processes of existentially attuned augmentation if not enhancement. (31)


Why this emphasis upon existential attunement? Because it is only through realizing an alignment between our intentionality and the current situation to hand that we might be able to better engineer such augmentation or augmented augmentation in the form of enhancement. Thence this attention to our embodiment and our embeddedness. The 'existential' noting the emergent nature of relationships and our need to simulate their essential nature  in terms that are most salient to us now... in the here and now. A process of alignment that also needs to ensure a process of alignment between our physiological embodiment, affective-emotional considerations,
 cognitive understanding and trans-intentional processes of intentional appreciation. By such means converting meaning into meaningfulness through our deliberate invocation of this often overlooked element of the existential (and its implication of augmentation and enhancement). (32)


Overall alignment, through processes of re-alignment, through re-de-mis-alignment (as noted and discussed in my set of essay-papers titled Re-Self-Organization) is achieved through close cognitive thematization and carefully conducted overall transcendental suspensions. All this, in effect, is achieved through letting the text speak for itself... through letting the text find its own manner of performance in keeping with the apparent manner of its intentional formation (as framed meta-textually through the apparent invocation of genres being alluded to in the course of that textual performance). So, e.g., a novel is read as a 'novel', and, that novel could then be further read as a 'satire' on the exercise of current government should it be found to satisfactorily enrich us through such a reading, etc.
 By understanding such framing we understand what goals are explicitly and/or implicitly being alluded to, and v.v. That through such awareness we might be able to find a greater degree of alignment (in all its many senses) and, consequently, realize those ambitions with a greater degree of effectiveness and efficiency. Noting that the economic nature of value formation is derived through a inner cycling within the intention of harmonically oriented irruption and entracements as outlined in this essay-paper. That positively augmented forms of value are realized, in effect, through positively enacted forms of transformation and thence the 'value of transformation' and the 'transformation of value'. That, of course, those ambitions for positive forms of value transformation should be defined and re-defined through an existential lens in order to find forms of apposite augmentation in value formation and, hopefully, greater degrees of augmentation in the form of value enhancement. But, let me look at this aspect of our project in my next essay-paper. (33)








        Noël Tointon, Sydney, 7.7.13.
�	Phil Barden; Decoded: The Science Behind Why We Buy; John Wiley & Son, 2013; e.g., p. 195 and Chapter 5 titled Goals.	


�	This text also notes six basic emotions, four negative and two positive, namely, anger, disgust, fear, sadness, happiness and surprise. Ibid., p. 212.


�	It is quite possible to read anything through any sort of frame. However, what is more important is the comparative degree of value released in and through such a reading that properly determines to what extent our reading is both appositely and adequately conducted. 






