 





 Part XX: The Existential Economy!

The Transformation of Value, and, the Value of Transformation:

Perception and Imagination, Judgment and Verification*

0.    Preamble

 
The practical dimension demands that we discriminate between what might have been rightly perceived and what has been merely imagined. At the same time, a judgment made (with anything connected with the former, etc,.) also stands in need of some form of verification lest we merely assert assertions without any form of an evidential basis. In other words, being practical necessitates our being based in reality in order to find the true measure of things to that extent we are capable of such discrimination. (0)

1.    Introduction


Given that phenomenological scrutiny, through the overall transcendental suspension, addresses the mere presentation of phenomena how are we able to discriminate between that with an adequate evidential basis and that with no adequate basis in evidence? I.e., make a distinction between imagination and perception, and, furthermore, establish the effective verification of our evidential claims? (1)


First, let me discuss this topic from phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential points of view respectively. (2)


Then, let me sketch out how these three forms of investigation just noted can be integrated  and harmonized in the process. (3)


Next, let me explore the ramifications of such coherence. (4)


Ending this essay-paper in a series of provisional conclusions. (5)


Thence our interest in differentiating perception versus imagination, and, delineating the verification of a judgment versus an upholding of its mere assertion! (6)

*Latest version: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html
2.    Modes, Genres and Dividends


Although the phenomenologist attends to the mere phenomenon or phenomena in question, by means of the overall transcendental suspension, discerning logical objectives, logical fields and logical subjects and, more importantly, (apparent embodied and/or embedded) interactions between the same, even more importantly the richness of modalities of engagement are also assessed. By such means being able to discriminate between the relative richness of our imaginations and the existential richness of that that lies beyond the merely imaginative. A decorative banana on the tazza on the dining room tables may look nice to eat it is only the ready to eat banana in the fruit bowl on the kitchen table has my mouth watering with anticipation. The intensity of this event of salivation being proportional to the length of time I have not eaten. Even a whole day without a meal is not going to have myself salivating at the thought of eating that ornamental banana. Moreover, if, for some reason, I were not able to eat that banana in the fruit bowl in the kitchen my virtual interaction with it is already entertained with a greater richness of interaction despite my not being able to appropriate that banana that I had hoped was earmarked for my ingested satisfaction. Here, by 'richness' is meant a greater number of engaged modal and an entertaining of some of those modalities with a greater degree of intensity along with a greater degree of objective resolution In the sense of a harmonization of our intentional objectives in the two senses of 'a more harmonized interaction between such interacting objectives' along with the realization of such objectives as 'projected aspirations desiring adequate fulfillment'. We may not have got round to eating that banana but it certainly looked nice and ready to eat. My simulated experience of it being quite different form my looking at the ornamental banana on the tazza on the dining room table. Hence a phenomenologist's more important concern with modalities of engagement as much as the more obvious, constituted configuration of that in question from a trans-modal point of view; i.e., a greater interest in the relative quantity or density of apparent modes of engagement, the relative modal quality or intensity of our engagement of the (more prominent of those) apparent modalities in engagement along with the re-iterated reinforcement of propensity for thematic iteration. I look at the ornamental banana sitting with the ornamental peach and the ornamental apple and the ornamental grapes and admire the same as ornaments on the dining room table but I do not salivate over any misguided thoughts I might form to eat them. On the other hand, I can also view the aesthetic delight of a beautifully formed, golden banana with just a hint of a blackening on its nicely ripened skin as well as salivating over the thought of my eating it. But, as fate would have it, I was too slow and have to settle for the delicious-looking apple instead. On an appreciation of the modal constitution of that under investigation we can usually sort virtual experience from the non-virtual experience. When very hungry, the mere though of eating a banana may have salivating still it does not satisfy my needs stemming from my physiological hunger. Moreover, a rich engagement with the state of affairs in question almost always is had with a greater richness of engagement (as noted under these three headings of density, intensity and propensity of thematic iteration. With respect to the latter concern of 'propensity', my greater interest in a banana is in order to eat one and the satisfaction of this theme gives to it its relative resolution along with a greater chance to re-orient our attention elsewhere. Even in the midst of our most vivid dreams the experience of eating a banana is never quite as good as eating a non-virtual banana when all relevant modes of expectation are collectively assessed. (7)


An examination of propensity, as 'iterated thematic objectives' (and their resolution), leads us on to an examination of the role of hermeneutic appreciation. (8)


A hermeneut (as a practical exponent of the philosophical discipline of the hermeneuticist) quickly comes to appreciate, usually, the type of text or texts in question. On the other hand, in a less superficial manner, their concern is centered in delineating the properness or propriety of their hermeneutical investigations along with an appreciation of their appropriateness and expected truth-fulfilling requirements. Such delineation necessitating an appreciation of the actual genres of behaviour being utilized in such hermeneutic comprehension and/or should have been exercised in such a mission. I.e., determining the actual genres already being invoked and/or should be invoked in that type of research, the relevant manner of its investigation and appreciation. Hence their concern over delineating which genres have been invoked and which genres should have been invoked in that type of task. (9)


At some point in the past adults have shown children how to eat different types of fruit. For sometime before that form of instruction mother's milk was presented through suckling. Then, soft food was presented on the end of a finger or spoon or similar. From such iterated events of 'eating' the child knows that eating entails the putting of food in the mouth and its being swallowed. Soon they learn bananas have their skins removed, apples can be peeled or eaten with their skins left on, oranges need to be opened up, etc. The genre of eating is giving a cultural differentiation through our noting various genres and sub-genres in our interaction with various kinds of foodstuffs. So, e.g., bananas are skinned, apples could be peeled and oranges might be squeezed, etc., etc. The parent observing how competent the child is in this new field of engagement with food by noting the appropriateness of their responses to various different kinds of food. In effect, we know the child has exercised the relevant genre of behaviour by observing how well they engage with a variety of different foodstuffs. In a similar manner, I would argue, the hermeneuticist/hermeneut primarily deal with genres of activity. Such genres having a two faced nature by virtue of helping us to both interpret the world and how we might engage with the same. A competent hermeneut or hermeneuticist accepting this parallelization between pre-delineated genres of behaviour as both genres of activity and as genres of interpretation. Hand a banana to a hungry child and if they remove its skin and eat the banana rather than that skin then we know that that child has already learnt to adopt and adapt that particular genre or sub-genre associated with our eating of a banana. Thence, the hermeneutic preoccupation with genres of behaviour (as parallel genres of activity/interpretation), or, rather an ascertainment of their correct application; be that already in place and/or of a state about to be constituted along the same lines.  (10)


How does the hermeneut/hermeneuticist ascertain in practice/theory a verification of appropriate genre appropriation? (11)


Through a productive matching, i.e., rich existential interaction, between phenomenological attention to modalities, etc., and, hermeneutical attention to relevant genres of behaviour, etc. That this overall process of interactive comparison should be relatively more fruitful when these two styles of investigation can be more effectively harmonized. In other words, more productive in existentially oriented value formation. Let me explain. (12)


In the cooperation between the phenomenological and the hermeneutical a third type of investigation emerges, namely, the existential. In a relative suspension of all three styles of investigation we critically simulate the course of the overall transcendental suspension which, in turn, etc,. mirrors the overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension, etc. By such modifications of our intentional economy existentially oriented value formation in a systematic sense can be facilitated. A non-systematic sense of the existential arising through this ongoing balance between the phenomenological and the hermeneutical (like the exercise of a key and lock). A systematic sense of the existential arising when all three modalities of investigation are entertained in an through the overall transcendental suspension or its effective equivalent, say, through the hermeneutic circle... or a critical process of productive enquestioning or non-destructive skepticism, etc., etc. (like the semblance of freedom experienced when a locked door is unlocked  or becomes finally unlocked). (13)


Both the non-systematic and systematic senses of the existential being experienced through our recognition of an existential surplus of value, i.e., as an apparent dividend in value formation when overall psychic input is extracted from overall psychic output. Of more importance, of course, is the comparative excess of a value realized in this process of existentialization. A greater quantum of value formed in this process of existentialization being regarded more highly. Hence its treatment as a dividend and as a dividend that reflects the existential success to be experienced in and through that process of existentialization. (14) 


Thence our critical concern with modalities, genres and so-called dividends. 'Critical' by virtue of the fact that the quantum of existential dividend is a measure of its successful existentialization, which, in turn, is a directly proportional measure of its realized criticality.  That, this 'critical turn' also invests those phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential disciplines exercised with a similar degree or quantum oof critical exercise and instantiation. (15)

3.    Harmonization of Our Three Disciplines of the Phenomenological, etc.


Given this desirable objective of the realization of a substantial existential dividend, and, the necessary harmonization of these three disciplines of the phenomenological, etc., as a necessary precondition for its arising let us now ask how this precondition can be met? (16)


In practical reality the critical exercise of anyone of these three disciplines implies the equally critical exercise of the others even if only enacted inadvertently. Moreover, the critical refinement of any one implies, more or less, an equal refinement in the exercise of our other disciplines (even if we should not be aware of this fact). This is an existential fact (of our existential reality as a person in this World of Life) by virtue of the fact that these disciplines are disciplined outgrowths of the very dynamics of the overall transcendental suspension as equally centered in the overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension, etc. That, e.g., the phenomenological disciplined is exercised through the overall transcendental suspension which is none other than the discipline of the overall hermeneutic circle as it would be found in critically enacted hermeneutic investigations. By logical extension, we can assume that the exercise of the existential process is facilitated by the critical exercise of overall transcendental suspension or the critical exercise of the overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension. Indeed, a state of affairs facilitated by an ongoing balance between the overt exercise of both the overall transcendental suspension and the overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension be that directly or indirectly engineered. That the qualitative refinement of one discipline automatically spills over into the other two disciplines. Hence their harmonization. (17)


How do we know we are on the correct path to such existentially augmented forms of insightfulness (into the phenomenological, hermeneutical, existential dynamics of and contributions to our existential economy
)? Through noting to what extent a (systematic) semblance of the existential is made apparent. This existential quantum also representing to what extent our investigations have been conducted in a critical fashion. Again, to what extent we have been conducting our phenomenological, hermeneutical and/or existential investigations. Or, to what extent we have been able to critically discern the nature of our modal engagement by being able to differentiate mere imagining from actual perception. Or, to what extent we have been able to differentiate a full compliment of genres of behaviour actually in operation in the exercise of our research project. Or, we have been able to differentiate mere judgments through sheer assertion from a verified appreciation of judgments (through our discernment of the interconnectedness of our evaluative arguments and their ensuing establishment of a relatively verified evidential ground for verification in our critical appreciation of such provisional judgments). (18)


Thence the theoretical basis for this interconnectedness between the disciplines of the phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential by virtue of their mutual interdependence. I.e., given their common utilization of the same fundamental mechanisms of the overall transcendental suspension, etc., at the very center of the intentional economy, etc., each of these disciplines can be defined through the qualified conjoint negation of the other two. So, in this light, e.g., phenomenological interest is explicitly realized through downplaying both hermeneutical interest and existential determination, etc., despite a simultaneous implicit mutual thematization of all three modes of investigation. The richness of such supported interconnection being expressed through the quantum of existential value expressed and experienced from a relatively systematic point of view. On the other hand, even the relatively indubitable-like nature of apparent existentially oriented value formation can be re-assessed as misleading in the light of 'new information' that cancels previous forms of assessment... hence this process must be regarded as forever 'a work in progress' through the continual imposition of a properly, appropriately and validly constituted overall transcendental suspension, etc. (19)

4.    The Practical Ramifications of such Critical Coherence


What are the practical ramifications of such critical coherence exercised in and through the adequate exercise of these disciplines? (20)


For a start, we are given, more or less, a direct measure of our apparent progress through this apparent augmentation, if not enhancement, in existentially oriented value formation. Our observation of the maintenance of this degree of existential e/valuation contributing to our continual confidence in this regard. Either through a preservation of value or the ongoing conservational expansion of the same.... (21)


That an e/valuation of the apparent existential merit of our current research project is in some proportional sense indicative of the critical degree that that project is being enacted, and v.v. (22)

5.    Provisional Conclusions


In this essay-paper I have noted that phenomenologists, hermeneuts/hermeneuticists and existentialists are more interested, respectively, in the adequate delineation of 

modalities, genres and dividends... among other things also pertaining to the exercise of their discipline. However, ultimately, at the end of the day, representatives of these disciplines are conducting the same critical process of investigation albeit, respectively, from a qualified privileging of intentional objectives, intentional fields or forms of intentional subjectivity. However, as long as the overall transcendental suspension is advertently or inadvertently preserved, if not expanded through conservation, then the same type of critical result emerges, namely, a critically grounded existential insightfulness into that subjected to such critically exercised investigation. That on such grounds, by such means, we can critically delineate a difference between mere imagination and the apparent semblance of a valid perception through a determination of the  phenomenological nature and richness of our modal engagement. That on such grounds, by such means, we can delineate a difference between the mere assertion of judgments and an appreciation of their verified confirmation on hermeneutical ground through an delineation of a full complement of adequately exercised of such anticipated genres. That on such grounds, by such means, judgments without an evidential basis can be differentiated from judgments with an adequate evidential basis through the degree an existential guarantee is in evidence in and through the degree an existential richness in value formation is in association with the latter.... (23)


Thence our natural ability to normally differentiate imaginative events from non-imaginatively oriented perceptions; to delineate unsupported judgments from those that can be verified; and, find some degree of assured self-confirmation in our critical e/valuations through an engaged appreciation of the apparent existential merit of our current research... whilst not forgetting to treat all forms of apparent confirmation as provisional even though all forms of provisional treatments are not equal in that same regard..!! (24)








    Noël Tointon, Sydney, 29.12.13. 

�	I have equated the existential economy with the intentional, representational and phenomenological economies. By extension we also need to equate them with the hermeneutical as well. Treating the  existential economy from a non-systematic point of view.






