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 Part XXVI: The Existential Economy!

The Transformation of Value, and, the Value of Transformation:

The Existential Value of Consumption*

0.    Preamble


The direct or indirect experience of value arises after its creation, through its circulation and from its consumption. Given experience can only be ascertained post its retention and is circulated through entracements it would follow that it must be in the consumption of these entracements that value is to be directly engaged. Our indirect engagement with value (in contrast with a direct experience, like eating, e.g.) arising through its non-direct simulation (like watching the wealthy eat in a very expensive restaurant
). (0)

1.    Introduction


I will examine the relationship these three facets of genesis, circulation and consumption have to each other and ending with a series of provisional conclusions looking at the practical ramifications of these new ways of reviewing value.. (1)

2.    The Dynamics of Value Formation


First, some questions and then some definitions before we explore this phenomenon of value creation, circulation and consumption. (2)


What is value, can it be created and if so how is it created? Can value be circulated and consumed, and if so, how does it circulate and how is it consumed? Can  value be amplified and, if so, how? Can value be existentially oriented and mutual? Can value be destroyed? Where is value in relation to the relationship? (3)


Now, some tentative definitions. I am going to assume that value is not so much created as something that emerges at some point in time. Moreover, like the nature of all things it has no intrinsic nature and, therefore, is contextually dependent. Furthermore, there must a context in which that value, as value qua value is recognized. On an island where the population has no interest in gold items gold would have little or no value. On the other hand, if certain shells were highly prized or certain colorful feathers of a rare bird then, obviously, such items will be valued. Value is context-dependent and in this sense is bound to a certain economy, an economy of desire. Assuming the existential economy is the general arena for the creation of value, i.e., through emergence, then we should next ask how is this economy of desire related to this existential economy of value formation? However, before we settle these subtle distinctions let me continue and redefine circulation and consumption in order to throw some light on the nature of value as it is found to be engaged in this world as lived? (4)

*Latest version: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html

The circulation of value is arranged, by proxy, through the circulation of entracements. Textual depositions being either upon the face of the world or through the body of living subjects that are both embodied and embedded in this world as lived. Now, as for consumption it might appear on a first glance that value is consumed through some form of a conversion where x becomes y. Linguistic habits might support that interpretation but only on superficial level of metaphorical treatment. I have $20 in my pocket and buy myself a reasonable meal in a restaurant. I might say I have turned that $20 bill into a substantial meal. But that money is still in existence, just, that at the end of that visit to the restaurant, it’s now in the till of that same restaurant, and, the food is no longer on the plate but is now being digested. We could say, in the light of this example, that value is not so much consumed as deflected or inflected, almost diverted. The $20 in question goes from my pocket to the till in the restaurant, and, the food is eaten from the plate and is now being digested. Or, through such diversion value has been released but cannot be reduced, in any form, to the nature of its entraced basis. I could go into that restaurant and being considered credit worthy be allowed to have a meal on their tab. Here the entracement is in the form of a promise. Its being inscribed on their tab is neither here nor there for if I am honest then that meal would get paid for regardless of whether it was noted on this tab. All in all, the whole question of value and its attendant issues needs to be rethought rather than cast and treated in the metaphorical language usually associated with matters of value and its appreciation. (5)


We could say that value is activated, released, in and through a certain transaction. Given its appropriation at that point of intersection. A transaction noting its potential intentional re-direction in and through some form of involvement. Its potential being realized and released in a process off activation achieved through its requisite form of transaction. The inverse of this process seeing a storage of that potential value. So, e.g., I work a week and get paid for a week's work. Value is relative to the extent, in this example, of someone or some organization benefiting from my labour and myself benefiting from this creation of capital. (6)


Because we are both embodied and embedded then we need to realize that there is a correlativity in play between the natural world and the transcendental dimension of permitted intentional involvement and ensuing alterations in value flows, etc. In this respect what we do, whatever we do, can be written in two forms that are grounded, to a certain degree, in an isomorphic form of equivalence. From a natural perspective we could say, e.g., when I work I get paid. From a transcendental perspective we could also say that a certain transaction has been entered into that in being honored by all parties concerned sees myself getting paid in accordance with that agreement. Can we still say value is created and its creation is spontaneous? From a natural perspective we find transactions are treated as processes that occur in a certain period of time. But, given the nature of transcendental time and space, transcendental subjectivity, inter-subjectivity and objectivity, we may well perceive a spontaneity to occur in the moment and over a series of such moments. Work a week and you should get paid for a week's work. But, that does not always happen. In potential terms of reference you might have earned a week's wages but in natural terms of reference you may not see the same... this promise cashed out in the terms of agreement that sealed that cooperative nature of that transaction. So, in the light of this example where work is not paid for in a breach of the agreement that sealed the intent to perform that transaction we might say, as a qualification, that given the realization of the full value of value flows in a transaction all preconditions for this state of affairs need to be in place. Thence the activation of that process of enaction. That, once all factors are in alignment with its pre-conditional execution of intent then the discharge of such intent would be spontaneous once all relevant factors were in play. (7)


Now let us explore the following. If we were to assume that when the transaction is in play that there is a coincidence, synchronicity and simultaneity between involved forms of value creation, circulation and consumption what might we infer? At auction the hammer drops and the object is bought; full realization of this transaction occurring when all conditions for its active engagement are met, moment by moment. That, we could envisage the apparent spontaneity of value formation to occur in each and every moment that transaction is activated and persists in an active phase be that over the long term in the enaction of an intentional project or short term in the enaction of an intentional program.  In some measure various flows of value find themselves intersecting and being deflected, in varying degrees of mutuality, at this point of intersection. Circulation can be seen in depositions entraced moment by moment in that period of activation. Food is removed form the plate and ingested, morsel by morsel.  Potential value is present before, during and after this period of active 'transactioning'. In each and every moment of active intersection between different flows of value a process of relatively mutual diversion is enacted. As for consumption, we must assume ongoing simultaneous consumption of value. We can envisage and order a meal in a mental second but its appropriation can only occur in a period of time. So we sit down and eat our meal and consumption occurs in that period of time. On the promise of payment food is delivered on a plate and the expectation is that it will be eaten in part or in whole. Before leaving this restaurant the meal is paid for. This relatively mutual deflection, inflection, diversion, perturbation, re-direction... in flows of potential value defines the nature of that transaction. Now we go to a restaurant and we given a meal on the prospect of payment. If we were to go home to eat and soon find the evening meal on the table for us what difference is there given a meal is still eaten? This meal, most likely, is not to be paid for in the same manner as the one had in a restaurant. What relatively mutual re-directions in value flows, perhaps, has not occurred in this instance? Perhaps, tonight, a meal is cooked for us because we cooked a meal last night. Or, perhaps the cook prefers to cook rather than do housework? Or, again, the role of that person who cooks is to be the person who cooks the meals in that household and cares for that household because that is their role and they take a delight in the same knowing those who eat under that roof are grateful for that person's ministrations.... (8)


What might (also) be meant in the expression 'relatively mutual'? A certain transaction could be undertaken because one of the parties is someone who coerces the course of that transaction? How could such an interaction be deemed mutual. Still, we have the freedom, at least theoretically, of not complying with such demands. Our consent to comply needs to be elicited first in order for coercion to succeed. Therefore, to some extent, even in the midst of coercion, there is an element of the ‘relatively mutual’ where, if only to this small degree (of coerced cooperation), all the parties are in alignment on the manner of that transaction to hand if only in respect of that bare minimum in cooperation. Normally, however, the area of the 'mutual' is much wider and further enlarged in existentially oriented transactions. Interestingly, a mother looks after her child without payment whereas a nanny may do the same work for payment. Ostensively the same type of transaction but, obviously, different forms of economic e/valuation. (9)


We may see similar actions done but if they were to inhabit different economies then their corresponding e/valuations would be different. We could also add, that given the uniqueness of each and every moment, etc., that all specific economies are also unique and similarity can only be argued for when the underlying preconditions of a transactional type are equally fulfilled. Now some interesting questions arise. Can we have an economy with just one form of value? Obviously not! Then there could be no mutual deflections or re-directions in potential value flows. Can we have an economy without the active operation of transactions? Obviously, an active economy must have transactions in play, whereas, in contrast, a potential economy is in place if transactions could take place implying that only one or two or a few more accessible preconditions need to be put in place in order to cross this transition between being merely a potential economy and an actual economy. So, if an economy must consist of two or more types of value flows how can such different flows find this mutual degree of interconnection given their difference in nature. Apparently that is well and truly possible. E.g., we do a week's work and get a week’s wages. Or, at the restaurant $20 bought a reasonable meal. What possible connection could there exist between say a '$20 note' and a meal? For a start the meal was valued on the menu at $20. We don't eat $20 bills but we do eat $20 meals paid for with $20 in cash or credit. We could say that through the use of apposite conventions different forms of value are equated, seen as equivalent more or less. These conventional forms of interconnection establishing the distinctive parameters of that economy in question. In a restaurant the price on the menu is normally the price you have to pay in order to eat that designated category of a meal. In working for a week we expect a week's wages with a sum regarded as commensurate for that type of work and in keeping with the recognized skills of that worker. (10)


What is the value of having $20 and swapping that for a meal worth $20? Is there any excess value here? Merely trading one for the other? Obviously, a meal could be eaten. If one were hungry keeping $20 and not having meal to eat would indicate that no form of economic interaction was being undertaken in this regard. The intent behind an act of eating is intensified through desire, a desire to meet certain envisaged needs. One may want to save that $20 but in meeting the need to assuage one's hunger a value has been obtained through meeting that need in that meal now bought and just consumed. Value arises in an economic setting. It is in and through the existential economy, the existentially oriented circulation of value, that value arises in a positive existential sense. Indeed, we might argue that the positivity of that value is an expression of its existential augmentation, or, at least, the best possible preservation of value given those circumstances. The preservation of value is realized in the non-loss of value overall, whereas, I perceive its conservation to be its amplification in some sense. In this light we could define negative value as a loss of value overall. E.g., a drop in the overall value of your share portfolio. Or, the ongoing cost of inflation upon net capital. Or, e.g., simply when you loose your wallet with money in it. (11)


How do we discern and orchestrate an existential orientation in value formation? By noting to what extent the primary relationship in its embeddedness is able to preserve and/or conserve its current level/s of potential value; i.e., is able to access and activate that potential to the advantage of that relationship. That, in essence, to aid the advantage of that primary relationship as it is embedded in this world as lived without preferencing any member or members in that primary relationship or any other members in some other secondary relationship whilst at the same time managing to preserve or conserve the potential value to hand in that primary relationship. (12)


How is this existential orientation to be orchestrated (in terms of preservation and conservation of overall current and anticipated value formation)? Through being able to simulate this perspective of the relationship, from the point of view of its embeddedness, and act within or on the behalf of that relationship in order to foster its preservation and/or conservation. How is such a simulation to be achieved. Through the apposite and adequately conducted overall transcendental suspension engineered to simulate that primary relationship from the point of view of its embeddedness. (13)


What else can we say about the consumption of value? If we were paid our wages and they were paid into our bank account then the value of our estate has risen by that same amount. We could use that money for all possible forms of consumption available to us. Or, we could shift it from one account to another, say a mortgage, and in effect, we could say that such consumption, effectively, is neutral. Hence neutral consumption. Or, we could use it, some of it, to go out that night and have a meal with friends at a restaurant. In consuming some of our capital we could call this negative consumption. Or, if we were to buy at an opportunity shop a rare Chinese antique or antiquity sold at a vastly small fraction of its real worth on the international art market then perhaps such consumption could be called positive in the sense that it has added to our capital at least in a potential sense (and valued in the form of a reasonable estimate if an adequate consensus were to be arrived at as to what the open market might pay for that type of object subject to qualifications like condition, etc.). Activated consumption, when all necessary factor are present for that to occur, can be considered to take place through a simultaneity between genesis, circulation and consumption over that period these factors are in a state of interactive fusion and productive cooperation. The production of value that is not consumed can be considered to have been deferred. The consumption of deferred capital can be considered to have been de-deferred. Hence immediate consumption, deferred consumption and de-deferred consumption. Now, let us ask what characterizes the successful existential treatment of these three forms of consumption? (14)


Existential treatment is conducted on the behalf of a relationship in its embeddedness and by such means increases the possibilities for its preservation (as an embedded relationship) and conservation (through an amplification of value to be found therein through processes of orchestrated augmentation and/or enhancement). Such treatment is arrived at when an existential orientation is invested in through the apposite and adequate utilization of the overall transcendental suspension. The apparent 'authority' of a relationship, as a relationship qua embedded relationship, is arrived at when our understanding is informed by that relationship itself in and through the effective power of that suspension once invoked. A 'power' to be more informed and more able to effect existentially orientated forms of intervention through our simulated receptivity to that relationship albeit in its embeddedness. The problematic nature of the automatically imputed amount of infinite detail envisaged for our reading of this embedded state of affairs is obviated and short-circuited by the appeal to genres of mediation that vastly simplify such calculations in terms of either an immediate determination of relevant consumption and/or an immediate deferral of the same through an appeal to convention(al habit)s, apparent needs (either those that need to be addressed immediately and/or can be deferred), obvious utility (in pragmatic terms of reference), and, what essentially is of little current import and is recognized as such and therein and thereafter overlooked. The apposite and adequate exercise of the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension both informing us as the nature of that relationship in question, what factors might need consideration along with a virtual exploration of possible pathways in enaction, an evaluation of the same, and, through the suspension of that suspension, an initiation of that preferred form of enaction. Indeed, the very conventions we have to hand for reading that relationship will also define both what might be problematic and how such problematic consideration are conventionally and/or non-conventionally to be dealt with. Thence 'our' existential treatment of that relationship given that our acting on its behalf, through such transcendental reservation, is also conducted upon the existential grounds of a suspension of our own subjective agency. We act on the apparent behalf of that relationship in question, to that extent we are able, through letting the relationship simulate its own enaction and enacting its own simulation to that extent we are in active alignment with our simulation of that same relationship in its embeddedness. By such means overcoming both virtual and non-virtual terms of reference in and through a preferencing of the better enactive options, if not best, and enacting those preferred pathways of possibility open to that relationship and, more or less, recommended by the same in our existential receptivity to our aligned simulation of that embedded relationship (in both passive and enactive periods of alignment). (15)


At the beginning of this essay-paper a number of rhetorical questions were asked: What is value, can it be created and if so how is it created? Can value be circulated and consumed, and if so, how does it circulate and how is it consumed? Can  value be amplified and, if so, how? Can value be existentially oriented and mutual? Can value be destroyed? Where is value in relation to the relationship? [(3)] (16)


Let me now address these questions (and others as they arise). (17)


What is value? Let me define it as an excess of value over input. I.e., value is the existential difference between output and invested input. I spend $20 on a $20 meal and the value of that meal, effectively, is both the enjoyment had and/or the satisfaction of physiological needs associated with our need to eat, etc. (18)


Can value be created? Perhaps it should be said that value is an illusion if treated in inherent terms of reference. Gold is relatively worthless in an economy that does not value it. Only in contextual terms of reference are we going to discern its simulated value in virtual and/or non-virtual terms of reference. At auction this object has this estimate (and we would infer that if there were a reserve that it would be no higher than the bottom estimate). However, at auction it failed to sell... or it sold within estimate... or it went beyond its obviously conservative estimate, etc. Only in and through its actual incorporation and consumption in a functioning economy can we determine its apparent worth in those contemporary terms of reference. Or, we may fall back on conventional terms of worth in regard to that type of product or service. However, even conventional assessment is not a science. I recently went to an auction of a terrace house, in excellent condition, that two months earlier fell short of its vendor's bid by $100,000 to now sell for $200,000 more than that reserve after being seriously contested by two bidders. Perhaps it might be more true to say that even true market value is never really realized being more of an approximation to general expectations, and, that the flows of information in the market place are neither totally efficient nor fully informed?  (19)


I could argued that in activated consumption (of a non-deferred variety) that genesis, circulation (through ensuing forms of deposition) and consumption all co-occur but only from a transcendental point of view (which, correctly, can never be absolutely realized either directly or indirectly)? Moment by moment over the period of time when all factors are in place and in play. The storage of value concerns its residual non-appropriation. The utilization of stored value necessitates its activation through de-deferal.  The value of the value consumed or stored being context dependent in its assessment. In other words, necessitating an appreciation of its most likely ramifications (i.e., present implications and future consequences). E.g., practicing our signature on a blank piece of paper should be of little consequence whereas the same signature on a contract should be properly thought through.... (20)


Can value be circulated and consumed, and if so, how does it circulate and how is it consumed? As noted, value is circulated in the form of entracements. Consumption being the use of these entracements as proxies for the value entailed when inserted and activated in its respective economy. How is the same value consumed be it immediate or de-deferred in origination? Through forms of relatively mutual/non-mutual inflection when and where two or more streams of value interact and find themselves subject to jointly interconnected forms of re-direction. So, e.g.. $20 pays for a $20 dollar meal, or, a week's work is paid for in the form of wages or a salary, etc. These interconnected forms of re-direction being exercised through the adoption and adaptation of the requisite genres of behaviour. E.g., the eating of a meal in a restaurant is paralleled with our of the same. Or, e.g., that work done for wages finds those wages are paid for the work done, etc.  Can we have more than two streams of value and what is meant by these 'streams of value' or 'streams of potential value creation'? We have two types, namely, relatively non-virtual and virtual. Moreover, we have two forms of treatment, namely, that which is existentially oriented and that which is relatively non-existentially oriented. Non-virtual streams could be actual work done, money, that which could be converted in to currency in some form, art works, etc. By 'virtual' we could include promises, obligations, expectations, etc. Existential descriptors describing the former. Virtual existential descriptors describing the latter. E.g., the history of a certain obligation or promise. The activation of value demands at least two streams of value potentiation. But we could imagine three streams of value in the following scenario. I am well known in a certain restaurant. I ask if I could pay only $10 tonight as that is all I have but will pay the rest  tomorrow evening when I eat there again. So, in this instance, these three streams of value potentiation are $10 in cash, $10 in credit and the meal itself. Points of re-direction in these flows of value potentiation could well be classified on the grounds of these  types of inputs and outputs in terms of quantity and respective quality, etc. What else can we say in regard to genesis, circulation and consumption? We can see some forms of re-valuation occurring through forms of deflection or re-direction of these streams or flows of entracements able to be consumed through some future enactment of consumption. What types of origination can these flows of entracement have prior to our involvement in their future enactment of consumption? Are they created or do they merely emerge? Money, in the form of banknotes have to be printed but are printed already in an environment that accepts them as a form of money able to be exchanged for forms of value that are not directly financial in nature (say non-durables like food, e.g.). Or, we could invoke creative destruction. A Greek or Pagan temple no longer in use, at the end of the Roman Empire, was no longer seen as a functioning temple and either was abandoned and left to decay or be reused, say as a church, or have its building material recycled as building material. An instance of creative destruction. Do we need to precisely decide as to it origins (for it to be understood) for if such value is to hand then such value is to hand? In the following anecdote we can see creative destruction, deflection and emergence all conspiring in the formation of value. Tomato plants with tomatoes ready for the market are picked (creative destruction through picking those plants; but also creation through planting; emergence through growth; and, deflection through separating those tomatoes and heading them off to the markets). At the early morning auction they are bought for $1 per kilo. The fruit and vegetable vendor then sells them all for $3 per kilo and makes an eventual profit, after costs, of $1 per kilo. The vendor sees the emergence of a profit even though all the money utilized in all of these transactions could well have been in existence before those tomatoes were grown and after they were consumed. Hence their deflection as they pass from one person or company to some other person or company, etc. So, let me sum up by provisionally suggesting that from the transcendental perspective value arises through moments of re-direction and thence its spontaneity, etc., but that it is also circulated and consumed in that same moment with a residue in the form of entracements all or some of which may be able to enter into future enactments of consumption, etc. That, from a natural perspective, we  will perceive actual and potential transactions of value, when treated as such, from a more historical point of view with the genesis of that value occurring over time, etc.,  from the emergence of value, its deflection or re-direction and/or its creative destruction (of something else). Moreover, we should also note that from a natural perspective there is usually (if not always) an asymmetry between 'genesis', 'circulation' and 'consumption'? E.g., we go to restaurant with $100 and only spend $20. Or, we don't eat everything on our plate. Or, feel we should be paying more as we seem to be getting very good value for our money, or, the opposite when we feel the meal was not of a standard worth the amount being paid. Hence a ‘natural’ asymmetry between a transcendental reading of the existential economy and its natural reading/s (through the lens of its motivated desire, etc.) in terms of spontaneity, completeness of consumption, etc.  (21)


Can value be amplified and, if so, how? Amplification has been described as augmentation and/or enhancement (as an augmented form of augmentation through positive forms of re-directed value formation). How is value amplified? By establishing those pre-conditions that would achieve that form of outcome. Through positive consumption and realizing that differential. By establishing a relevant form of consumption. So, e.g., the child is hungry and we see to it that they are fed. By expediting an existential orientation and orchestrating and overseeing its activation and enaction of those measure that lead to this form of augmentation, when and where it should be present, etc. Ideally, we could argue that no value is inherently created merely diverted, found emergent and/or constructively destroyed along the way. (22)


Can value be existentially oriented and mutual? Value in and of itself does not exist. Only in reference to its economy can it arise. In an economy treated in an existential light, from the perspective of its primary relationship, albeit in its embeddedness, the expression of apposite forms of value can be expressed in those economic terms of reference. So, the mother perceives her child, after having played a game of soccer at school, is hungry now and will be even more hungry by teatime so she makes a small snack to tide them over. Augmentation and enhancement can also be viewed through either a relatively non-existential orientation or a relatively existential orientation. E.g., respectively, finding $10 lying on the pavement lost by some unknown person; or, winning the lottery by mere chance; or, in an act of kindness being given a free ticket to enter a museum by a patron who has just left that institution; or, someone successfully rescued from a burning building whilst unconscious without injury (where that life and the quality of that life is preserved) or finding yourself unexpectedly winning or being given a scholarship to study at a prestigious institution which will radically re-direct   the way you will lead your future life (through this form of positively enhanced conservation rather than mere preservation of a life threatened by immanent death). (23)


Can value be destroyed? Only the phenomenal-phenomenological appearance of value is created when, in reality, it is merely the re-arrangement of these strands or flows of value formation through forms of emergence, creative destruction and/or deflection or parallel, relatively mutual/non-mutual forms of re-direction, that this appearance comes into being. Therefore, not being correctly created it cannot be destroyed from the trans-natural, transcendental perspective? On the other hand, from a natural perspective, apparent consumption could well imply its destruction through forms of negative consumption. But, again, that is more an illusion given that apparent consumption is through the utilization of proxies in the form of apposite entracement and implies merely the re-arrangement in deflected flows of e/valuation, relative emergence/de-emergence or constructive destruction. Just as, e.g., you spend $20 on a $20 meal and enjoy the same when the $20 in money is still in existence and the food is now being digested after its ingestion. Therefore, provisionally granted, we could say that value is destroyed only from a natural point of view and then from a point of view wedded to such metaphors? (24)


If value is neither created nor circulated nor consumed in transcendental terms of reference what point is there to talk about its spontaneity, its creation, its circulation and its augmentation or destruction, etc? (25)

2.    Provisional Conclusions


Value is not created per se given that it comes into apparent existence in the natural world through relative emergence/(destructive) de-emergence and/or intersected deflections in parallel flows of value potentiation orchestrated from the transcendental dimension through the enactment of intentional acts of judgment (and where it is immediately destroyed given the apparent circulation of entracements that act as proxies for this simulation of value?)? (26)


Value is not circulated given that it is simultaneously entraced and that only entracements circulate. As apparent evidence of value formation only. (27)


Value, from a transcendental dimension,  is not directly consumed either given its immediate cessation on its apparent creation. In apparent value formation entracements are consumed. Through insertion into an economy where entracements can be read as direct non-proxies or indirect proxies for either the possible, immediate obtainment of objects, states and/or services or the possible, deferred obtainment of objects, states and/or services. By 'objects' we could mean antiques, food stuffs, etc. (and hence a sub-classification between durables and non-durables). By 'states' we mean 'states of affairs' like a musical concert, having coffee with a friend, finding time to write a letter, etc. By 'services' we could mean having a teacher teach us a certain subject, availing ourselves of the post through receiving letters, engaging a vendor, etc. Non-proxies are objects, etc., that can be found to hand, e.g., an apple. Proxies can be used as deferred substitues for objects, etc. Proxies can be tangible, non-virtual items like bank notes, IOU's, etc., or, intangible, virtual items like promises, obligations, verbal extensions of credit, etc. 'Entracements, as proxies or non-proxies, are consumed' through insertion in their respective economies and suitably deflected in an appropriate manner that creates the appearance of value for direct or indirect appropriation through apparent conversion, command, promising, finding and repaying credit, meeting and re-meeting of obligation, etc. Generally, from a natural perspective we might say that circulation is never completely consumed. As a metaphor it is a bit like atomic fusion or fission where  mass is converted into energy but by no means is all the mass converted into energy.  Such conversion would be catastrophic. Fissile material the size of a large grapefruit might be able to devastate a large city, but, if all the mass were completely converted into energy in that explosion the planet itself might well be devastated. In a similar fashion entracements are never completely consumed. Enactments of consumption creating further entracements some of which, in turn, could be consumed in later acts of consumption, etc., etc? (28)


'Spontaneity' is a hallmark of existentially oriented value formation. Calculation is one thing but arriving at an existentially oriented decision is or should be enacted without apparent deliberation. In truth all judgment is spontaneously delivered and enacted therein and thereafter. From the transcendental perspective we can perceive value  as spontaneously arising, circulating (through entraced proxies) and consumed all in the same moment. In the natural sphere spontaneity can be seen to spill over when enaction is centered in or enacted on the behalf of the primary relationship/s in their embeddedness through such moments characterized by noticeable re-direction. (29)


How then is value to be created if its creation is also simultaneously bound in it circulation, consumption and, therefore, its extinction? Because we live in the natural world and naturally find ourselves inserted in a number of economies from physiological need to those of a more psychological-cultural nature where there are certain needs for status, recognition, luxuries, entertainment, aesthetic values, spiritual ideals, etc. That in the natural world the appearance of value is seen both directly and indirectly in proxies hence apples to hand in the fruit bowl, money in the wallet and/or bank that could be used to buy some apples, etc... (30)


So, in the light of the above, let us ask how can value be created in natural terms of reference? Through more of the same. Or, doing what is done but doing it better or more thoughtfully or with more skill or more with others in mind or through forms of collective synergy..? Indeed, what works might need to be merely subject to the refinement of further re-adjustment and, therein and thereafter, fine tuned in order to promote a more conducive and productive environment... set up in such a manner so as to be more amenable to our subjective and inter-subjective aspirations? (31)


Again, circulation is of the pre-conditions, conditions and post-conditions (in the form of its ramifications) that assist in the apparent functioning of the relevant economies. An economy is in evidence through its depositions and deposited proxies, i.e., collectively as entracements. Entracements being either depositions that can or cannot be traded or sufficiently traded in a specific economy. (32)


Augmentation? How is value to be augmented? Through relational enrichment and augmented augmentation when chaotic phenomena can be utilized to accelerate this process of apparent augmentation... so that enactment enacted more on the behalf of that primary relationship/s in its embeddedness is conducted with this greater degree of existential attunement. That, from such harmonization, our natural life, our lives as lived, are found with a greater degree of relative enrichment. Mutual, intense, apposite reflections in value formation contributing to a more profitable anchoring of our lives in this world as lived.... (33)


The existential orientation goes about its work augmenting a relationship through this self-reflexive orientation that seeks to maximize it. Through incremental orchestration points of chaotic instability are revealed. Enacted through or on the behalf of the primary relationship in question we should see the preservation and conservation of value where with the latter, conservation, we should also find increased degrees of density, intensity, propensity, etc., flowing, through deflection from such apparent existential facilitation.... (34)


Given that value, from its transcendental attitude,  is not created without its full destruction simultaneously, we must ask can value be destroyed? Paradoxically it cannot despite its simultaneous destruction paralleling its creation and circulation. Thence its preservation and conservation, through augmentation if not enhancement, as it spills over into the natural world! Stored in the form of entracements some of which can be re-activated through a re-activation of those entraced proxies capable of being converted into new manifestations of value given their apposite, economic re-arrangement, deflection, etc... (35)


Only in the region where transcendental and natural overlap can value find a sense of ‘presence’, albeit through simulation (and echoed re-simulation); in a recognition of both the relationship and its participants albeit both in all their respective embeddedness. In an apparent washing backwards and forwards in orientation between the transcendental and the natural the phenomenon of value, through re-constitution, takes on relatively existential and relatively non-existential characteristics... from the necessity of the transcendental existentialization of the relatively non-existential to the necessary natural non-existentialization of the relatively transcendental... That only in a dynamic balance of both attitudes can the realm of apparent value be directly experienced... upon this ultimate of suspensions... where both transcendental and non-transcendental orientations live a life in dependence upon each other in order to give value to their progeny engendered upon the living edge of this metaphorical razor... upon which we must all learn to dance for our supper…! (36)


That the infinite ocean of value is a transcendental phenomenon earthed in and through natural phenomena and appositely seen when these two attitudes of the transcendental and the non-transcendental are adequately balanced and this living presence of emergent value find itself enacted in the midst of or on the behalf of our primary relationships in their embeddedness… as we find ourselves embodied therein… in a sea of living entracements and non-living entracements...! (37)


What is the relationship of the existential economy, as the generator of our experience of value, and an economy of desire as a necessary feature behind motivation in so far as motivation must be desired in order to be enacted? Not much, and, more a matter of orientation. Motivation definitely needs to be desired to be motivated. On the other hand, an existential orientation is also respectful of the relationship/s involved in such involvement and in the process desire can be existentialized; modified in the light of the relationship/s in terms of their mutual (maintenance of) preservation and (enlarged) conservation (through augmentation and/or enhancement). In this regard, in receptivity to an existential orientation (in its focusing on the primary relationship in its embeddedness), we find this more mutually progressive form of alignment with the reality to hand in both its intentional ideality and its practical reality. (38)


Of course, at the end of the day, we should also admit to some form of a profound defeat on this topic of researching value formation in either transcendental or natural terms of reference. As noted, there is a correlativity between the same and neither polarity, correctly, can be individually and jointly engaged, i.e., neither encountered nor recognized! We exist somewhere between where language must dialectically swallow itself in order to spit something out in the form of metaphors... which we 'shortsighted denizen of this dim world of the cave' will try to treat in a literal form... Between existentializing the relatively non-existential and de-existentializing the relatively existential our ultimate hope, as foolish as it is, is to arrive at some form of suspension that ideally balances these two impossible realms. So much for privileging an existential orientation!?(39)


Therefore, there must also be a place for de-existentializing the relatively existential if only because we are also deeply embodied and embedded in this world of the natural. 'Where we stand is where we stand' and to invoke the transcendental heights of being-becoming without being rooted at the same time in this same natural world must be a 'spiritual' mistake as much as not taking into account this transcendental dimension of our intentional being-becoming as enacted through its continual stream of judgments and enactments along with its emphasis upon the relational? We are involved in neither dimension since our place in this world as lived is on this dialectical continuum of correlativity between the same and not with one foot in either camp or in both camps. A difficult ‘ask’ or ‘task’ given the dichotomous nature of language. Or, to put it in a slightly different way... we dance in this world as lived on two feet, and, both need to know their place in this practical dimension of being in this world with-others as we shuffle about this realm of emplacement together through both embodiment and embeddedness. (40)


We can note a corrective point here and a further correction to this corrective, as a meta-corrective point. That, first, the existential orientation needs to be provisionally privileged to begin with in order to alert people to this relational dimension where we see beyond objects as material things and people as mere objects, albeit as points of coercion and/or points to be coerced (in an endless world of conflict) all of which are historically subject to both active meta-textual modes of manipulation and/or passive meta-textual modes of that to be manipulated. Then, second, there is a further existential imperative to balance this privileging in order to be aware of our own embodiment and the embodiments of others. This is done in such a manner so as to observe and fulfill such needs along those lines that need to be fulfilled in order to move beyond both mere embodiment and embeddedness. Through such subtle re-balancing we refine, thereafter, our semblance of an alignment with the world as lived through such progressive re-alignment in order to better thematize our own potential and the potential of others, etc. 'Alignment' having here both active and passive senses of being able to be re-constituted by-us (through processes of programs and projects of intentional re-direction, care, concern, etc.) and constituting all forms of identity for-us (through habit, disposition, apparent nature, manipulation by others, limitations, lack of care, lack of concern, etc.). (41)


However, this realm of emplacement (of both embodiment and embeddedness) is also displaced (as a realm of displacement) as we seek to continually overcome our limitations of our emplacement vis-à-vis the relatively unrestricted exercise of the intentional dimension. Hopefully, as a continual work in progress, we will find ourselves assuming a more attuned state of being-becoming that, in insightful alignment, will attempt to temper the untempered and relatively free, unlimited nature of our intentional being in this world – this world where we stand, and dance, with-others, before-others. Thence our progressive alignment through re-alignment; a state that ensues in, through and from the exercise of practical forms of consumption that thematize and alter these less subtle and more subtle forms of input and output that contribute to value formation through the formation of an excess in (relatively non-material, psychic) value over (the mere, relatively material nature of) such investments entertained through these enactments of consumption..!!
 (42)








       Noël Tointon, Sydney, 27.1.14.

�	        In an allusion to Horace we could note that 'even the rich eat olives'. 


�	         In other words, we cannot just think ourselves into a state of alignment since it is only through engagement that this can be contemplated and exercised, i.e., through an encountered recognition; i.e., through thoughtful forms of consumption (in its broadest sense)! ‘Engagement’ being defined as an ‘epistemologically recognized ontological encounter’. The explicated implication being that engagement demands both embodiment and embeddedness, and, a process of refinement of our ability to engage demands a refinement in our treatment of both our embodiment and embeddedness, i.e., in the manner of consumption entertained and exercised both therein and there between. Hence the inescapable practical footprint and imprint of the existential economy and its formation of value. That ‘value ‘ is not value unless it is engaged or could be engaged or was engaged... (as that to be valued).






