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Part XXXIII: The Existential Economy!

The Transformation of Value, and, the Value of Transformation:

Exploring the Critical Dimension in an Existential Light*

0.    Preamble


In a critique conducted in an analytical frame of reference the internal relationships between elements are considered in terms of equivalence (through equation), consistency and coherence. In a synthetic approach a critique of internal elements and relations is conducted in terms of additional information that either confirms or disconfirms prior interpretations or leaves such interpreted considerations untouched. Then, there is the fabled synthetic a priori – a vision of truth that relates to both the analytic and the synthetic without being reduced to either party(?) (0)


In this set of essay-papers, dealing with the twin topics of the critical and the existential, I wish to explore these matters through the lens of judgment as already examined elsewhere. Judgment is primarily treated as ‘transcendental’, i.e., as trans-conceptual, trans-perceptual, i.e., as trans-cognitive. Taking a transformationally oriented tack (from work done in a meta-transformational treatment/retreatment philosophy) I will examine the judgmental semblance of the critical in terms of identification, analysis and synthesis, and, then in terms of content, process, and, process-content. (1)


Truth is determined through an appreciation of alignment, the extent certain correlations are in a state of understood correlation with each other. A set of self-related correlations, in effect, simulates a simulation of the state of affairs under review be that treated in a non-virtual manner and/or a virtual manner. A transformation of that state of affairs being reviewed through a transformational lens that distinguishes and relates processes of relative mere redirection and relative sheer re-direction. A determination of truth value/s exercising, therein, a harmonic theory to the extent that the tensions, cognitive dissonances, etc., associated with our simulation of the simulation is resolved in part or in full, either as a finished program or project or as a program or project that remains as a work in progress. (2)


The existential (in its non-systematic sense) is established through a correlation between textual depositions and meta-textual considerations (of genres of behaviour [in both interpretative and enactive spheres of influence] and relevant contextual considerations). A positive correlation produces a relative excess in value formation and this contributes to the existential dimension in both its non-systematic and systematic senses as discussed in our two previous volumes). A dynamic balance between textual considerations, hermeneutical preoccupations and existential treatment establishes the overall transcendental suspension through which the critical dimension is approached and left through de-suspensions. This is the basis for judgment and the authenticity of such judgment reflects to what extent this suspension is put in place, maintained and left in an apposite manner. Thence the interrelationship and coincidence between the critical and existential dimensions in the exercise of this transcendental, trans-cognitive dimension in the epistemological organization of intentional consciousness. (3) 

*Latest version: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html


1.    Introduction


Let me first examine each of these four paragraphs in this preamble (in the form of a commentary). (4)


Then, let me look in more depth at this interconnection between the critical and the existential aspects in order to appreciate them as overlapping aspects of the trans-cognitive, transcendental dimension. (5)


Then let us look at the critical ramifications of the Contemporary Philosophical Project (CPP) through its focus on correlations as states of alignment, and, the simulation of relationships as foci for all forms of value formation, etc. (6)


Ending this essay-paper with a series of provisional conclusions. (7)

2.    The Critical and the Existential: An Initial Exploration


To be critical can mean many things. In a denotative sense it would mean to point our a perceived discrepancy or a series of the same. In a connotative sense it would mean casting some form of a slur upon a certain person or persons or institution or institutions with or without denotative foundations. In this set of essay-papers the term ‘critical’ has a special significance. It denotes an act of judgment that is, was or will be well-enacted, i.e., subject to the precondition of adequate access to relevant information, the condition of the apposite, and adequately conducted, overall transcendental suspension, and, the post-condition of a pre-enacted consequential analysis (to ensure, where possible, the amplification in potential value [and, there in and thereafter, the preservation and possible conservation of that primary relationship in question albeit in its embeddedness and from our embodied perspectives]). As value is centered in relationships it follows that critically enacted judgment should be centered there too and that can be simulated through the suspended simulation of that relationship (albeit as reflected through our embeddedness and embodiment/s). Or, the critical arises through the critical exercise of the relevant suspension/s. Through such centering we also recover our authenticity and find ourselves in a position to act on the behalf of our embedded relationships should that be necessary (to exercise this act of transcendental reservation). (8)


A more traditional use of the word ‘critical’ might apply to an exercise conducted along either a priori analytic lines or through a synthetic approach where we examine a set of factual imputations (with some analytical input as to equivalence, consistency and overall coherence, etc.). (9)


Or, we might take more of a functional or methodological form of critique. E.g., to bake a cake you follow the instructions. There may be some leeway but if you stray too far you end up with a poor example of a cake or a cake of another description. In our use of meta-textual genres of behaviour, at the basis of all intentional formation, we are given passive recipes for interpretation and active recipes for intervention. So if we gave a person glass of water we might expect them to drink from it just as the person receiving it would expect it was meant to be drunk from (unless you are paranoid or have well-founded suspicions that you should not drink from it, at least, for the moment, given , perhaps, your recognition of it as a filled glass to be used in an immanent toast). On the other, hand if someone were to raise a glass of wine then we might expect them to be raising a toast. But, these genres can be inter-translated to the extent both a non-alcohol drinking person could raise a toast with a glass of water and a person who raises a toast with a glass of wine or water would be expected to drink at least some of it after the toast being announced. Determining context would help us to decide which one, or both, of these two conventions just noted were being exercised, and v.v? I.e., mere drinking or raising a toast and then drinking the same. A confirmed correlation letting us make that choice and reinforcing, in the process, our perceptions as to the nature of our current alignment in that regard. Altogether, something we do not normally think too much about or need to usually think about in any depth. Our world is full of such conventions, sub-conventions, etc. A critique in this area being concerned with the correct adoption of a genre or set of genres and the correct adaptive utilization of the same. By ‘correct’ we could apply pragmatic criteria although in some situations so called ‘good form’ may well be an imperative along more de-ontologically lines. When one person raises a toast and others follow it is expected that all people will comply with this convention. However, this may not apply when competing paradigms are in play. A classic example was standing for God Save the Queen at the start of the pictures when younger New Zealanders and Australians were beginning to think it unpatriotic to rise to the National Anthem of another Country, namely, the United Kingdom (whereas, in contrast, older residents thought it was being unpatriotic to not do so). The ensuing dilemma was easily solved by just dropping this convention. (10)


Analytic truth is internally self-evident once we understand the equations involved. Hence equivalence, etc. Content need not be referenced except as a set of empty concept-sets with content to be announced, if at all. What must be maintained is the context of the equation/s to the extent their consistency in this utilization along with an adequate degree of coherence; when all parts of the formulation are rendered coherent. On the other hand, the synthetic cannot be thought apart from its content, nor thought apart from context and other related factual considerations. '2x plus 2x equals 4x' is independent of what x is if in that system '2 + 2 = 4'. It could be two apples or two ideas, etc. In contrast the factual has truth externally imported because it is already, hopefully, analytically equivalent, consistent and coherent, etc. Then, in its apparent context of origination content has set meanings determined through context, and, determined through its factual setting to the extent that the perceived status of the content cannot be greater than its context unless that context is re-considered in its ordered status. I looked down on the ground and thought I saw a pink leaf slightly larger than the leaves upon the pavement. I then realized it might be a pink five dollar note and on closer inspection saw that its was a five dollar note looking like an Autumn leaf. An imagined five dollar note, however, remains an imagined five dollar note. Barring a very successful counterfeit bank note it was treated as a five dollar note and with it duly bought myself a coffee and a small biscuit. A five dollar note is a five dollar note regardless of whether it were non-virtual or virtual! In this regard the analytic is the ground for synthetic truth value formation. How did I know that five dollar note was 'real'. Because it bought me a coffee and small biscuit. At best an imaginary five dollar note could only 'buy' me an ‘imaginary coffee and biscuit'. In an ordered analysis we would say that the integrated thought of an imagined five dollar note could be treated as an imagined perception with a fifth order status but not with a sixth order status given that it is only virtual. Now, in a positive synthetic judgment it has been observed that confirmation can have an indubitable like expression (even though an absolute determination should be ruled out on the grounds that it is always possible to express some form of doubt even if that were to be considered as most unlikely; i.e., possible but highly improbable). I would like to argue that through confirmed forms of correlation in an act of alignment through re-alignment, an act of judgment can take on a synthetic a priori-like character without ever needing to take an absolutist tack. That, in effect, a well exercised judgment can take on an indubitable-like air that should not be confused with an absolutist indubitability. (11)


As noted judgment is trans-cognitive by virtue of the fact that only concepts could be used as the material for judgment by virtue of their ability to act as resultants. Then, given that judgment is between, within or through concepts then judgments must primarily be trans-conceptual in orientation (as well as trans-perceptual). In work done previously, I have argued that the semblance of the existential is first arrived at though positive correlations between the textual and the meta-textual. This gives us the non-sytematic sense of the existential. A dynamic balance of all three polarities of the textual, meta-textual and the existential non-textual then giving us a systematic sense of the existential (along with its semblance of an excess in value formation, in keeping with the characteristics of existential hallmarks, etc.). These correlations establishing a sense of alignment with an indubitable likeness in keeping with the intensity of this existential excess in value formation (which also feeds into the semblance of concentration, retention, memorability, etc.). Furthermore, given this ability to find correlationships between epistemological states with different epistemological complexions it follows that degrees of transformational isomorphism must be central to such states of transformation. In our transformational philosophy (of retreatment) three forms of transformation were noted, namely, identificational where identities are preserved under transformations with or without forms of analysis or synthesis. These three forms of treatment/retreatment noting either content, or, processes (and process-pathways), or, preferably, a combination of both in a full treatment-retreatment philosophical approach. (12)


Truth is not discerned in a vacuum. It is determined through forms of correlation centered in relationships, along with our relationships to the same. E.g., I can see that horse x won that race by a full length. Or, I take your word for it that you saw horse x win by a full body length. Then, it was recorded in the morning papers that horse x won by a full body length. In the racing archives it was found that horse x won that race by a full body length. All these reiterations with the same content reinforce this same fact that it was more than 'likely horse x, indeed, won that race' in question. That, if we were to accept this fact then we would find ourselves in a form of alignment with the perceived reality of that specific situation(al-event).That these same three moments or polarities, through a dynamic balance, though an overall transcendental suspension,  set up the three moments of a harmonic progression wherein truth values are deposited through such harmonic resolution (in keeping with the nature of that type of definition). Such inspection also revealing the modal complexion of that under examination and in the process establishing its type of essential characteristics (and therein assisting in the determination of that form of alignment [and its assigned form of reality in a natural philosophical approach; i.e., as real or unreal, as relatively virtual or relatively non-virtual, etc.]). (13)


As noted, the existential is determined, non-systematically, through a correlation between relevant texts and relevant meta-texual genres of behaviour. The experience of a relative existential excess in value formation reinforcing this semblance of resolution be that in ascribing relative certainty or relative uncertainty, definiteness in identity and identification, etc. (14)


That the basis for judgment resides through the overall transcendental suspension of the relevant accumulation of the relevant pre-conditional information essential for that type of decision-making. The delivery of judgment being the province of de-suspensions that enact the delivery of the judgment when such resolution is arrived at. Thence the enaction of the intentional state, and beyond... be that in enactions (of non-action or action), consequential analysis, amplification of value, a critical appreciation of that situation, etc. (15)

3.    The Relationship between the Critical and Existential


We have already, more or less, sketched out that there is this relationship of overlapping identity between the existential and critical through positive forms of correlation (be that in either relatively non-systematic or relatively systematic level of exercise and expression).  Let me explain. (16)


The word 'critical' is used, more or less, in line with its usage as noted above. On the other hand the word 'existential' can mean different things to different people. Existentialism, for  start, is divided between religionists and non-religionist. I use this expression to mean that aspect of textual experience experienced as an excess or surplus in value formation. Associated with this special sense are existential hallmarks that characterized this form of experience as enfreeing, transcending an historical sense of time and a geographical sense of space as well as transcending a personal sense of identity along with a de-institutionalization of the inter-subjective dimension, etc. Moreover, being in an alignment with relationally oriented experience it is centered in value formation exercised foremost in an authenticity of expression through forms of atunement with our relationships as we find ourselves both embodied and embedded. In a more technical sense it is seen first as the emergent reciprocity realized between our reception of textual experience in the context of its meta-textual contextualization (through the adoption and adaptation of relevant meta-textual genres of behaviour). This gives us a non-systematic sense of the non-textual experience of the existential. In contrast, when these dialectical moments of the textual, meta-textual and the non-textual enter into a dynamic balance of the overall transcendental suspension then what emerges is a full sense and semblance of the existential referred to as the existential in its relatively systematic aspect (and as that which is not-textual). This more full semblance of the existential is then able to empower motivation in the light of the need of these relationships through the enactive de-suspension/s of this apposite and adequately informed overall transcendental suspension. This ability to exercise a freedom of informed choice in an alignment with out relationships, as 'we' find ourselves both embodied and embedded, being treated in this philosophy, in my vision and version of the Contemporary Philosophical Project, as existential; as a form of (transcendental) existentialism. By 'we' is meant our individual exercise of choice, our collective exercise of choice and/or our ability to also operate on the behalf of others through the exercise of a transcendental reservation (as discussed elsewhere). Also implicated is a phenomenological appreciation of texts and a hermeneutical appreciation of the meta-textual (as well as the need for our establishing correlations within and between the same along with their correlation with the existential and, as well, establishing correlations within the existential through examining texts in an existential light, etc.). (17)


Although the relationship between the critical and the existential is described as overlapping, correctly, they are identical although they can be seen to come from different perspectives. In their existential core they are co-incident to the extent that the exercise of this existential dimension is critical in practice and being critical demands an instantiation of an existential outlook, etc., (through exercising the necessary pre-conditions, namely, all of those pre-conditions associated with the apposite and adequate formation of the overall transcendental suspension/s and its enactive de-suspension/s). (18)


The critical expression of the existential, and v.v., arises through the empowered  simulation and enactment of the relationship/s concerned through the utilization of the overall transcendental suspension. By such means we find greater degrees of alignment in and through both passive and active senses of comprehension and intervention. (19)

4.    A Critical Appreciation of the Contemporary Philosophical Project


The Contemporary Philosophical Project is my take on my attempts to appreciate contemporary approaches to philosophical programs (dealing with specific topics) and projects (of a much wider scope encompassing various relatively novel cultural preoccupations). Here I am merely going to introduce some key themes that will be looked into more broadly in later essay-papers. (20)


I am going to argue that the viability of the CPP versus the TWPP arises through its invocation of demonstrated correlations within and between subjective, inter-subjective, objective and inter-objective spheres of concern and/or correlations conducted between phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and (a non-systematic sense of the) existential  run in conjunction or not in conjunction with the former. Moreover, value formation can be appreciated through the simulation, in all senses, of our relationships. That, furthermore, progressive forms of alignment can be realized through our demonstration of correlations in the light of such simulated relationships, and, that the net consequence of such integration is our intuitive appreciation of an overall sense of alignment albeit as a work forever in progress! Into this scheme we find the expression of an enacted sense of the systematic existential along with a vast array of features in keeping with this new spirit of comtemporaneity. Features such as, e.g., a re-emphasis on locality (without an anti-globalism/pro-globalism); an internal enfranchisement and external empowerment of minor life-worlds in the maturation of democratic forms of government; increased reflexive and self-reflexive textual formation; multi-dimensional forms of relational reciprocity; accelerated forms of cultural transparency; transient forms of quazi-political organization that emerge to deal with specific political issues; greater access to expert systems of knowledge; fragmentary-like changes to the nature of vocation and employment; the development of a poly-(political) pluralism; dramatic changes in attitudes towards cultures, gender, ethnicity, etc., etc. Let me quickly illustrate what is meant by these headings. (21)


In an envisaged re-emphasis on locality (without the co-expression of a virulent anti-globalism or pro-globalism) people will identify more with a sense of locality be that through their own cultural proclivities or through the  forms of emphasis found in other influential cultures. I am thinking here how, e.g., an aboriginal sense of locality may well be permeating our Western approach to the reception and enjoyment of the landscape; a sense of the land that is no long seen as being meant to be just farmed or as alienating as found in attitudes of our early settlers where the bush was treated as some thing foreign or to be feared and only worth exploiting through forestry and clear felling? This re-identification is also taking the form of focusing on communities and more focused aspects of the same.
 (22)


Today we are also witnessing an internal enfranchisement and external empowerment of minor life-worlds in the maturation of democratic forms of government. No longer is history just being told by those representatives of a major discourse. Today we have a variety of histories. Given the chaotic nature of elections political elites are not only talking about supporting minor life-worlds but also selectively enabling their enfranchisement and empowerment given their desire to gain, sometimes, the barest edge in voting patterns. Witness the strength of complaints about the lack of female representation in the Coalition. Or, e.g., proposals for a disability insurance scheme, etc. (23)


By increased reflexive and self-reflexive textual formation is meant texts that take on a reflexive like quality, i.e., an 'awareness' that the text is being 'read' (in some form or other). By 'self-reflexive' is meant a text that is not only 'aware' of itself being read but also 'engages' that sense of being reviewed. In the former we have the example of The Simpsons where one of the characters says that we so many seconds left before this program finishes let us have a group hug and duly do so as if they were being watched on tv. In a self-reflexive mode we have the reputed active manipulation by an audience of a reality tv show or movie as to what sort of ending they would like to see take place in that program. In this a real sea-change has taken place and one only has to  compare the cartoon programs on one hand of, say, The Flintstones or Tintin with, on the other hand, The Simpsons or South Park. With the advent of the Internet these changes have been accelerated. The Internet being a perfect medium for fostering these processes in textual reflexivity and textual self-reflexivity. (24)


All relationships involve the two-way reciprocity between a relationship in its relational setting, and, between the participants in a relationship and between the relationship itself and it participants and with other relationships. In this we would find in this Contemporary era the invocation of multi-dimensional forms of relational reciprocity. In effect, with relationships becoming less uni-vocal in utilization, relationships find forms of cross-fertilization. We could imagine, e.g., a golf-links being used not just as a gold-links but as a nature reserve, a public space for walking in areas deemed safe for that form of recreation, ponds being used for water filtration, areas of that land being used as a space for sculptures, music festivals, other forms of sport etc., etc. (25)


With accelerated forms of cultural transparency we return the leadership and power of organizations back to the public in the sense that they would act as guardians given this access to the workings of such organizations. In the medical field we might imagine the situation to be more normal for patients to not only to give their assent to various procedures but actually decide whether they wanted the same through their greater active involvement in such planning. Such involvement of all the stakeholders acting as an often much needed form of qualify control on a number of fronts. (26)


Through the power of greater interconnectivity, etc. we would also see and are seeing already the formation of transient forms of ad hoc, quazi-political organization that emerge to deal with specific political issues. In my street, e.g., an organization sprang into existence when a large building was going to be unsympathetically renovated and ‘developed’. Then, when the crisis was successfully averted the group faded away; its purpose achieved. (27) 


With greater access to expert systems of knowledge people will also be able to participate, to a greater extent, in decision-making in fields once the preserve of experts. (28) 


We are also witness to a fragmentation in the nature of vocation and employment; moving from permanent work to part-time or casual or contract work, and, eventually, to merely being assigned consignments or piecemeal like projects or work modules linked into unified schemes constructed to deploy such fragments. (29) 


Then there is the development of a poly-political pluralism/poly-pluralism where political identity and personal identity is no longer controlled by a major life-world or discourse but what might pass for a form of non-superficial eclecticism where people choose a mix of identities in all its chosen complexity. Indeed, uni-vocal identity becomes more a thing of the past to be replaced by those uptakes in identity construction  identified by the subject themselves. (30)  


This Contemporary era is also seeing dramatic changes in attitudes towards cultures, gender, ethnicity, families, sexuality, recreation, etc., where diversity, and its acceptance, is now being seen as the new norm so to speak. (31)


However, in my review of the Contemporary philosophical 'position' let me note three important strands that I believe are going to radically change the nature of how we should enter into this task of doing philosophy. These strands can be simplistically labeled correlations, simulations and alignments. (32)


Let me now explore how these three strands are thematized, interact, and, have critical ramifications for the very defining of the philosophical pursuit. (33)


In trying to formulate a philosophy of Contemporaneity, understanding the drivers that are shaping this type of philosophical approach, just how might this be done? On one hand, we have these descriptions of increasing textual and meta-textual awareness, reflexivity and self-reflexivity, enfranchisement and empowerment of minor life-worlds, etc. On the other hand, I have offered these prescriptions of correlations, simulations and alignments. How might we square the circle and establish some form of an integral link between the same? After some thought this is where my current thinking has arrived. In modernity, as a rule of thumb, there appears to have been an emphasis placed upon the text, a privileging of the textual be that either in covert or overt terms. In contrast, again as a rule of thumb, we might claim that Postmodernity has focused on or has been distracted by meta-texts, a privileging of the meta-textual dimension. In this it has sought to deal with style, or footnotes, or margins and marginalia, or meta-textual comments, or inconsistencies between text/s and meta-text/s, etc. With the rise of the Contemporary I feel there has been a shift towards the non-textual dimension and the existential (in its non-systematic sense) that accompanies this type of shift. Let me explain what might be entailed here and how this understanding might be able to link our relatively descriptive and relatively prescriptive attempts to comprehend this phenomenon or phenomena of Contemporary philosophy or (a philosophy that subsumes) Contemporary philosophies (on par with minor life-world ‘histories’?). (34)


In the formation of textual engagement I would argue that there are three dialectical moments that, also, equally invoke the overall transcendental suspension, namely, the textual, the meta-textual and the non-textual. The text is created though intentionally directed spontaneity of textual deposition and its possible circulation when and where relevant. The face of the world is inscribed either through classical types of texts (e.g., letters, photos, speech, etc.) or non-classical types of texts (e.g., footprints, beads of sweat, voluntary movements of our body, etc.). However, the formation of a text needs our adoption and adaptation of a meta-textual genre or set of genres. These genres are meta-textual forms of behaviour that need to be adopted and adapted to even thematize and express any form of intent. In a passive sense they act as modes of interpretation and in an active sense they act modes of enactive expression (be that through the expression of patterns of action and/or non-action). In effect a meta-textual genre informs the formation of a text and shapes its specific formation/ information be that as a merely deposited text or, in addition, as a text with some form of communicated significance beyond its mere material expression subject to forms of circulation (as devolving from the existential economy). Beads of sweat, e.g., are barely intentional in nature. We might break out in a sweat through guilt, or, it may be that the room or weather is so hot that we are going to sweat. Where those drops are dropped reflects our intent in a very minimal sense; probably more inadvertently than advertently. On the other hand they are barely 'read' if noticed other than to be noted, when noted, as indications of temperature and/or psychological pressure, etc. In contrast a letter is both written and, most likely, read. We perceive its form to be a 'letter' and if we feel we are in a moral position to read that letter then we would more than likely be able to determine what type of letter it was. It could be a love letter, or a letter between friends, or a business letter, etc? The meta-textual dimension must also come into existence in order to resolve the potential paradoxes centered in meta-textual genres (and all forms of intentional formation, etc.). ‘To stand up for the Queen’ or, ‘to raise a toast’, e.g., like all genres need meta-textual sub-genre rulings in order to direct the enaction of the same. E.g., you should stand up for the Queen when you hear the first bars of the National Anthem. Not before nor sometime after. Remaining seated, or, standing up and turning your back are also meant to be precluded; the fine tuning of sub-meta-textual ruling directing the enaction of such behaviour in what is deemed to be an appropriate manner, etc.
 The meta-textual dimension is greatly overlooked given our material bias to see only material things and embodied subjects as real, as in the world, as the only things that constitute our world as lived. But there is a sea of meta-textual conventions that must be adopted and appropriated by the mind before we can even start to intentionally exercise our intent through their adaptation to the task to hand. Correlations being noted in and/or between the textual dimension, the meta-texual dimension and the non-textual dimension. In this matching we have a form of correlation, e.g., a parallelization between the textual versus other strands of textual formation and the meta-textual. When there is a fitting or matching, e.g., between the meta-textual and the textual, in our re/reading and/or re/writing of the textual, then we move on to experience the relatively non-textual dimension in textual engagement. A bit like finding ‘textual’ gloves that match the size of our ‘meta-textual’ hands, or, a ‘textual’ key in a ‘meta-textual’ lock in which we then find the relatively effortless opening of the door wherein, metaphorically, we now find a state of comparative freedom through the apparent textual transparency encountered in our experience of this lack of resistance or non-obstructiveness in our re/reading and/or re/writing of the same. In the non-textual orientation we soon come to forget that we are reading a text in that our experience of an existential surplus in value formation allows us to remain focused on the apparent unfolding of that text and experience its relative resistantlessness or simulated transparency (when we find this relative effortlessness in our being able to read/re-read or write/re-write, its apparent intent). This third moment is existential (in a non-systematic sense), is critical, non-textual, etc. Its enrichment is experienced through the excess of value that devolves from our engagement with that text (albeit in and through the overall transcendental suspension, de-suspension of the same, etc., i.e., in and through the existential economy). Furthermore, this excess in value formation is also able to help us simulate this world of that text that is there for us to encounter in either a virtual sense (and/)or a non-virtual sense given that no form of textual experience can be dismissed as unreal, without reality in some form or other. The simulation of the relationship or relationships being directly or indirectly focused upon accounting for and letting us experience this world as lived as a world wherein we find our lived interactions with others. This is also a transformational state of affairs in so far that our intentional lives experience the transformational transitions that constitute the world of that textual simulation. E.g., in reading a novel, incremental element by incremental element, we make our way through its literary confines to experience the apparent world of that text. In our reading a world is conjured up and through its twists and turns, through forms of relational conflict and a resolution of the same, through such identification and simulation, fueled by its existential excess in value formation, we make our way through this world as part of that simulation. So, in the light of this exposition, we may well be able to make a connection between our prescriptions of correlations, simulations and alignments, and, these interpretive descriptions of correlations enacted between meta-texts and their associated texts, etc., the power of an existential surplus to direct and maintain this element of non-textual simulation/s, and, through ongoing engagement realize our interconnectedness with such simulations, through our embodiment and embeddedness, and discern therein our alignment in this overall semblance of a world through a progressive pattern of alignment through re-alignment (and re-de-mis-alignment, etc.). Patterns of correlation being looked for both within and between textual, meta-textual and non-textual strands or aspects of textual deposition. (and their parallels to phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and non-systematic existential forms of correlation and confirmation of the same, etc.).  (35)


These three prescriptive planks of a Contemporary philosophy are interconnected. Through correlations we can establish the semblance of alignment. Through alignment we are simulating that relationship or those relationship under the scrutiny of our current focus. Through re-alignment we are improving the quality of that simulation through such re-aligned re-simulation and all semblance of value that is devolved therein and thereafter. By such means we are identifying, to some extent or in full, with that relational area of focus, and, by such means identifying, to some extent or in full, with the value formation to be found in that area of focus. With such appreciation we can then enact patterns of behaviour that take into account a consequential analysis and the possibility of an amplification of value formation associated therein. Our share in that value formation taking on a non-virtual orientation when our modal engagement with that area of focus is in line with our full or partial participation therein and thereafter. In the process experiencing the fact that our critical appreciation is not a theoretical exercise given that our participation in a virtual (and/)or non-virtual relationship is as a full participant or as a partial participant, or, merely as a virtual participant; virtual participation recognizing that a full compliment of engaged modalities cannot be had through forms of modal obstruction be they temporal, spatial, subjective, inter-subjective, objective, and/or inter-objective, etc. E.g., I have not witnessed Julius Caesar crossing the Rubicon because I was not born around that time. Or, e.g., I have not met Albert Einstein because, for a start, our paths have not crossed. Then, e.g., even if I were in a position to directly speak to president Putin, in person or on the phone, I would not be able to speak to him since I have not learnt Russian (or he might not want to speak in English). As much as I might wish to visit North Korea I am not able to do so through the barriers currently put in place by the North Korean state. I can imagine climbing Mt Everest but know I would be unable to do so since I have no climbing skills or the requisite physical ability in that department. Then, as much as I might like to walk back to New Zealand I can get no further than Bondi Beach given that the Tasman Sea stands in the way. That, the specific presence of any one of these types of modal obstruction, through such encountered absence/presence, will prevent me meeting, in full, the modal compliment normally associated with our usual expectations as to what one should encounter and recognize if one were to directly engage that nominated as the relational participant or participants in that nominated relationship. In the classic example of the dream apple what modal absences (or presences) ensure the virtual nature of that type of experience? Non-satiation of our physiological need for sustenance; an ability to look very closely at the apparent material constitution of that apple; an inability to find that apple when we wake up, etc. Hence its subjective inadequacies; its objective inadequacies in terms of its visual simulation, and, our objective inability to locate that apple on waking up. (36)


A relative integration and systematization of our theory of Contemporaneity can also be conducted on the grounds that the coming to prominence of the existential will introduce new ways of self-expression along with increased levels of reflexivity and self-reflexivity. E.g., the internal enfranchisement and external empowerment of minor life-worlds could be explained through an evolution in democratic practices concerned with elections (through a keenness of most politicians to obtain an electoral advantage). On the other hand, enfranchisement and empowerment are also both signs of greater self-awareness through forms of epistemological re-organization promoting and promoted by a refined utilization of the overall transcendental suspension given that the third moment of this process is also the existential (in its non-systematic sense). (37)


What exactly does it mean to entertain a simulation, and, what exactly is a correlation? A simulation is an apparent, integrated set of correlations. Just as a presentation is represented in and through its mix of simulated modal characteristics, so, too, is the simulation represented the same way, albeit in accordance with its integrated mix of modalities. A simulation appearing as a mere simulation when the compliment of expected modalities is not fully met. So, a picture of a nice apple is a mere representation of an apple and as such cannot be tasted, eaten, etc. Its presentation/re-presentation is as an apple-like phenomenon without entailing the full compliment of modal expectations usually associated with this type of phenomenon. Thence its virtual status.  (38)


A correlation is a simulation that notes the presence and/or absence of certain modalities. This apple tastes like an apple whereas this picture of an apple has no taste whatsoever. I expect an apple to have some taste, be it bitter or sweet or somewhere in between. When a correlation is found between two sets of modalities then we can say a correlation has been observed. When our expectations in this regard are not adequately met, in line with meta-textual expectations, then we can say our representations appear more like mere simulations. (39)


It has recently come to my attention that a variety of paradoxes reside at the center of groups.
 I would like to extend that idea back to meta-textual genres themselves (as well all forms of intentionality and its deposited textualization given the dialectical nature of gestalt field formation as a dialectical contest and harmonization between ‘points’ of focus and the field/s associated with the same). A paradox is described as self-referential, contradictory and circular. Or, as I would have it, that a paradox is representative of its dialectical engendering. E.g., in the convention of standing up for the National Anthem, God Save the Queen, from a state of non-standing we are expected to stand up. But when, where, by who, for whom and/or what, how, etc., are all considerations that must come into play through sub-genre modifications to this process of ‘standing up’. Otherwise we would be completely paralyzed with total inaction? This convention of ‘standing up’ must be read in conjunction with ‘non-standing upright – then standing upright - (and, then) ceasing to be standing upright’, and, we need to know how to perform this sequence of events. Otherwise, as stated we would be left in a state of both ‘not-standing upright and standing upright’ at the same time, i.e., left in this paradoxical state of affairs. Hence this necessary adaptation of a genre in our adoption of that genre and, thence, a series of correlations already embedded in the exercise of each and every genre as well as those orchestrated between genres in a parallel series and/or sequence/s of the same. E.g., you stand up when you hear the first few bars of the Anthem. You stand facing the screen or dignitary, etc., and not turn your back or remain seated. Then, when the Anthem has ceased you sit down. So, with the start of the Anthem there is the correlation of standing up, and, with the cessation of the music you can then sit down. In many ways as would be expected in the singing of hymns in a modern church. All such correlations in this meta-textual dimension being expressed through forms of textualization which can be translated into textual prescriptions/description of a more classical nature (should such articulation be necessary). This potential paralysis (like that entailed in the non-suspended/non-de-suspended suspension) being removed through the adaptation of that adopted genre of behaviour in its being modified, through its performance, by the application of dialectical forms of scoping as detailed through the qualified, non-absolute, relative specification of time, space, manner, person, context, intent, etc. Defects in this process involving sequential mistakes of the kind as outlined elsewhere…. (40)


Once correlations are observed then we can assume a position of alignment has been established in that regard. Alignment is a work in progress through progressive re-alignment, etc. (41)


Is this philosophical position (of seeking correlations and an integration of the same in forms of alignment) a difficult one to put into practice? “No” and “yes.” No, on the grounds that we start with what correlations and alignments we already have to hand which is quite considerable. Yes, on the grounds that true, verified patterns of correlation and alignment need to be ascertained from amongst a mixed background of adequate information and inadequate misinformation or disinformation. Thence a need for practical discrimination in this regard. Let me demonstrate this type of philosophical pursuit involved in our seeking correlations, their provisional confirmation, and, subsequent processes of alignment. (42)


Philosophical research deals with a resolution of problematic considerations and these problematic areas of concern fall into interpreting factual topics, defusing controversial issues, and, matters dealing with the pursuit of the critical philosophical process itself. E.g., how do people organize themselves politically in a certain community or culture? Or, e.g., should a maternity leave be paid and at what level should that be paid and by whom? Or, should long fought for and negotiated forestry agreement recently finalized be ripped up in order to export more timber (often in the form of subsidized wood chips?)? Or, can the critical philosophical process criticize its own traditions and its own previously voiced criticism/s?  In broad terms let us look at these types of concerns and see how correlations, alignments (and overall alignments), etc., have a role to play in our philosophical appreciation of the same. (43)


On the Australian political landscape we have formal and informal patterns in the distribution of political direction, redirection and re-direction (in the dissemination and distribution of power). On the formal stage we can invoke a ruling major discourse (although it is possible a variety of points in a major discourse could be exercised across the political spectrum and taken as more or less givens). Associated with parties we have discourses that are relatively minor but which may take over a major discourse in part or in whole if not already beholden to that major discourse. Hence major party discourses, minor party discourses and micro-party discourses (given the strategic inter-association minor parties can exercise in getting elected to the Senate in Australia). We can see correlations of ‘(major discourse) similarities with (minor discourse) differences’ between the major parties and how they disport or comport themselves on local, state and national levels of political expression. Or, similarities and differences can also be found between the House of Representatives and the Senate. Then, we also have a mix of formal and informal forms of lobbying from unions to organizations representing commerce, e.g; from various industries to single themed interest groups, etc. Informal patterns in the exercise of political expression will also include ad hoc committees formed in response to a local issue or a local issue that gains a national circulation through Internet based petitions, e.g., etc. (44)


How are meaningful correlations formed on such a diverse landscape and how do they contribute to an understanding of alignment in order for us to find ourselves in reasonable agreement or disagreement with the same, in some form of an alignment or non-alignment as viewed from within or from a relatively external perspective? (45)


Finding value is a process that arises through a resolution of dissonance. Therefore, only through ongoing resolution, in an integration of correlations, in a process of alignment, can we find value. It follows, therefore, that in our representation of these processes of resolution value can also be simulated. The facticity of our relationships (to the extent they are in a state of psychic existence above and beyond the mere summation of their inputs) arising through these processes of (simulated) alignment (among set/s of correlations). Such ‘simulations’ being treated as relatively non-virtual when a full compliment of expected modalities in correlation are directly engaged. (46)


With respect to the seemingly over-expensive and ambitious parental leave scheme proposed at the last election by the Coalition or the recent suggested scrapping by the Coalition, now in power on both a national level and in many of the states, of the long negotiated forestry ‘agreement’ we need to differentiate between the light and the heat generated in such provocative or controversial shifts in the direction of policy proposals. Here we have either a radical sense of a quantum jump in the intensity of its current directedness or a noticeable re-direction through a shift in policy re-positioning. In doing an assessment and consequential analysis of these issues we would need to accept, first, an evidence based outline of those correlations relevant to those proposals, and, second, seek qualitative and ordered forms of appreciation of best probable pathway choices. In looking at both of these controversies certain claims need to be evaluated before we can proceed to some form of ordered, consequential analysis; i.e., an assessment of value-claims where processes of recounting or discounting sees, respectively, privileging or de-privileging of such claims and their supporting correlations. E.g., in this specific parental care scheme, although as yet not defined in a form acceptable to the Coalition let alone the House of Representative or the Senate, we would need to ask just what value do we give such considerations as expecting a family to bear for themselves the cost of raising a family or should the state and/or business intervene to some extent and make a certain level of contribution to such costs. Then, who pays and how much, and, to what extent should the scheme be universal and not made to just apply to working mothers? Or, what if the mother is given leave and at the end of such leave then decides to give up work for a longer period of time in order to solely raise her family? Although entitled to such assistance if that were her intent from the beginning should that be acceptable given the intent of such a reform is keep mothers in the work-force in the same positions before confinement and post-confinement? Obviously we have a thicket of questions and implicit values to settle and go on to form some form of an alignment we would then find we are happy to support through some form of collective consensus (after which this issue then may well cease to be controversial). Similarly, in the business of expanding the forestry industry, do we want to subsidize an expansion of forestry when most of the wood is going to be exported as wood chips? And if we are having to make such exports ‘profitable’ through subsidies should such a form of ‘business welfare’ be even considered (in the light of recent pronouncements made by the Coalition on this type of topic)? Or, why not get proactive and grow this timber now rather than felling a resource that might have better values for us over time through leaving it relatively undisturbed for the preservation and conservation of its native fauna and flora, etc? (47)


Now, the way people will recount up or discount down their valuation of certain principles and claims leaves them open to interminable controversies in that regard. However, an evidence based assessment of consequential merit of the same can be conducted where various possibilities are correlated with the apparent value of their outcomes, and, where hopefully, some degree of consensus might be reached in less controversial territory. E.g., in the originally mooted parental care scheme, with women earning up to $150,000 being entitled to claim half of those current earnings over a six month period, much of the controversy appears to be in the quanta of the payment for some women in the workplace vis-à-vis those women not so well off in remuneration or not in full-time work or not in employment but seeking the same or unable to seek the same through disability, e.g., etc. Or, in the scrapping of this forestry agreement, do we want to pay for the loss of additional forests through subsidizing an industry that is just not currently profitable without such subsidies, etc. At least spelling out such preferences or privilegings allows us to navigate and negotiate such issues with a clearer sense of where we might stand in that regard especially if also given access to proper costings of inputs and outputs in the current economic clime. E.g., just how much of subsidy in dollars is present in each milled log and what is the overall profit of that (type of) business divided by the number of milled logs, etc? Then, conducting a cost-benefit analysis in conjunction with a consequential analysis might allow us (when proper, appropriate and applicable [or valid]) to put a monetary value on the various possibilities being canvassed and to predetermine the apparent costs to be incurred in that specific course about to be adopted and adapted in enacting such policy re-directed proposals. Perhaps, we should also take into account the true costs of replacement… if natural timber takes 600 years to grow shouldn’t we take that into some form of consideration too? Chopping just a few tree down of a certain species to make very beautiful furniture might well produce an item that more truly reflects those cost rather than their mere wholesale clear-felling, or selective felling, for mere wood-chips obviously low in value and subsidized at the same time...? (48)


By noting these correlations and then forming a form of alignment, through a resolution of those patterns of dissonance, inconsistency and non-coherence, etc., we might also hope for an alignment to arise through some form of negotiated consensus. In this over-optimistic parental leave scheme, as already noted, it is very much the details, such as the quantum of payment and method of evaluating the same, that will be fought over and, I suspect, not the idea or concept itself. (49)


Now, we move to the final set of issues, namely, can we be philosophically critical of our own philosophical criticism be that in specific, particular and/or general terms of reference. I have argued that it is only through the apposite and adequately conducted exercise of the overall transcendental suspension that we find any degree of the critical, and, that such e/valuations can always be re-conducted into the critical value of work already present to hand by re-subjecting it to this exercise of the overall transcendental suspension. (50)


At the end of the day we need to note which strands of descriptive-prescriptive textualization can be correlated, and, to what extent they can also be put on an evidential basis when and where this is relevant. Then, continuing, we note correlations within and between sets of correlations in order to ascertain general degrees of alignment when those efforts appear to be fruitful. At that point, through further integration, when and where possible, we can attempt to form an overall semblance of alignment and negotiate with others in the light of the same on a consensual basis (and enact an enlargement of the same). Despite traditional philosophical problems appearing to be interminably non-resolvable in the real world, so to speak, forms of consensus are eventually arrived at even if left in a provisional state subject to periodic bouts of re-negotiation (e.g., the general consensus arrived at on the role of abortion in society despite continual attempts to re-negotiate around its edges, etc.). (51)

5.    Provisional Conclusions


Numerous points have been raised in this essay-paper. Let me briefly list and discuss some of these ideas. (52)


The idea here of the 'critical' is treated in apposition and in conjunction with my interpretation of the 'existential. They latter is the third moment in the dialectical constitution of the overall transcendental suspension and the consequence/s of the same is/are critically directed, redirected and re-directed.
 (53)


The existential is indicated in a surplus or excess in value formation of outputs over inputs. It is also characterized by certain existential hallmarks that note a relational orientation and those characteristics associated with our experience of the same when treated from this relational point of view. (54)


The formation of the overall transcendental suspension is preparatory to enaction; and then consequential analysis, amplification in value formation along with the critical consequences of the same, etc., entailing, e.g., the preservation and conservation of our relationships in which we participate as both embodied and embedded. (55)


I have argued in a summary fashion that Modernity is textually oriented, Postmodernity is meta-textually oriented and that the Contemporary era, now upon us, is non-textually oriented as well as being more reflexive and self-reflexive, locally re-oriented, etc., etc. (56)


I have also argued that correlations are already prescribed and inscribed in our enaction of meta-textual genres by virtue of the paradoxical nature at the center of each genre (and all other aspects of intentionality and its deposited textualization) if left unmodified by the non-application of dialectical forms of scoping. But, as noted, the adoption of a genre or set of genres demands such dialectical modification in their enactive adaptation. (57)


A critical approach is exercised through noting correlations within or between textual strands from these perspectives of the textual, meta-texutal and non-textual. Then, we set out to note to what extent such correlations are consistent within themselves (consistency) and among themselves (coherence). From entering into a process of harmonized (re-)integration of these intersection/s of correlations points of alignment are realized. An integration of such points realizing an overall semblance of alignment with phenomenal-phenomenological reality, as perceived by-us, and thence points of inter-subjective alignment can be then be realized through active processes of consensus conducted for-us, by-us…. (58)

That all philosophical problems in the world as lived meet these forms of consensual delineation although, sometimes, not without continual attempts to redefine those parameters (especially if still deemed controversial). From harmonization and eventual acceptance of consensus, when that it is realized, lived-truth takes on an existential-like quality of relative indubitability. For, over time, what may be controversial for one generation may not be controversial for another..!! (59)








       Noël Tointon, Sydney, 20.3.14.

�         It is interesting to note that only at the end of the 16th century that a law was passed where you could look after a destitute ‘vagrant’ without being fined or worse. Up to that point in time you were only allowed to take in some one from your own parish or employ them as a worker. The poor vagrant no longer getting a hole punched in their ear and told to move on. England had three years of famine 1594-1597 and a large number of people were made destitute. Such attitudes, and customs as reflected in law, just had to change. Such gear changes are continuing even today with shifts in attitudes, e.g., towards women and marriage equality, etc.


�         Refer to paragraph no. 40 for a more detailed argument along such lines (which will be followed up in latter essay-papers).


�         Kenwyn K. Smith & David N. Berg; Paradoxes of Group Life; Jossey-Bass Publishers, 1987


�         By ‘directed, redirected and re-directed’ is meant, respectively, its experiential introduction in experience, its interpreted representation and continuation through non-chaotic processes, and, its chaotic re-direction if, when and where that should occur (although all forms of incremental redirection will eventually meet forms of chaotic re-direction).






