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 Part XXXVI: The Existential Economy!

The Transformation of Value, and, the Value of Transformation:

The Value of Simulation and the Simulation of Value*

0.    Preamble


Once a set of correlations is established we then have a state of alignment. An appreciation of a state of alignment is equivalent to a simulation of that state. In the simulation of a state we have an appreciation of its value. The simulation of that value is the value of that simulation. A Contemporary philosophy is realized through an appreciation of such simulations. In this essay-paper let us explore the nature of simulations in order to understand the ramifications this has for the exposition/s of Contemporary Philosophies and how despite such diversity they can all learn to speak to each other even though imputed to inhabit seemingly autonomous minor life-worlds, etc. In this essay-paper let us first explore the phenomenal-phenomenological nature of simulations (whilst making connections with the Contemporary Philosophical Project/s in latter essay-papers). (0)

1.    Introduction


An ongoing suspension or dynamic balance of phenomenologically specified correlations with hermeneutically disambiguated alignment/s is conducive to the formation of (non-systematic) existentially promoted simulations. Then an ongoing suspension or dynamic balance of all three moments is conducive to a (systematic) existential economy and its formation of value (be that intentionally non-enacted, intentionally enacted, consequentially considered, amplified and or critically appreciated... and adjusted accordingly). To begin with we will examine the genesis of simulation and their role in bearing relationally embodied and embedded expressions of value (as a basis for later attempting to understand how the Contemporary world is being re-configured through such philosophical transformations, etc., and v.v). (1)


With this background outlined then simulations per se will be investigated; especially in their role as bearing, through simulation, relationally embodied and embedded forms of value. That, in essence, such simulations cease to be mere simulations when a full complement of modal expectations is realized. (2)


Then, certain ramifications of this position will briefly be visited and in the process concepts of reflexivity will be investigated along with the role of an existential surplus, the mutual nature of construction, the relationally centered nature of value formation, etc. (3)


Last, as per usual, various provisional conclusions will be noted. (4)

*Latest version: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html


2.    The Genesis of Simulations


In my mind I can simulate the sweet smell of a ginger plant or an old fashion pink rose. On the other hand, if I were to hover my nose over either of these plants in full flower what becomes smelt is infinitely more intense than that memorized and reconstructed in my own imagination. This difference is manifested as an existential difference. A difference in intensity born from a realized process of engagement; i.e., as a realized form of encountered recognition/recognized encounter. In this the engagement is just not virtual, passive, merely thought about but non-virtual in its apparent actuality through an existential surplus also being actively engaged. Active engagement being enacted in a form that expects to find a full complement of modalities associated with that particular type of phenomenon or phenomena along with an existential complement or dividend. What results is our engagement (also) with an existential difference to some extent or other. The intensity imparted to that experience or series and/or set/s of through being engaged in a relatively non-virtual manner. In effect, through our realization of a relatively greater existential difference between inputs and outputs whenever a richer, more rewarding process of engagement and review is entered into. (5)


The existential, in a non-systematic sense, is seen to arise emergently from the dynamic balance or suspension between phenomenologically/textually oriented experience and hermeneutically/meta-textually oriented experience. The existential economy then coming into play through a dynamic balance or suspension of all three dialectical moments (of the phenomenological/hermeneutical/existential interaction realized through a textual/meta-textual/non-textual interrelationship and the ongoing resulting emergence of their dialectical synthesis (in the form of an overall existential excess or surplus in value formation). Now, why should we give some form of a dialectical priority to both the textual and the meta-textual 'before' the dialectical emergence of the non-textual? Perhaps, for no better reason than our investing in it as a heuristic device for developing this notion of the existential and attempting to show its relationship to these two other moments as well as imparting an overall sense of its synthesis as the existential economy at the very core of an intentional economy, enactive economy, consequential economy, amplificational economy, critical economy, etc. Given this account is to be treated as merely heuristic then why not recycle this architecture and give a heuristic priority to either the phenomenological textual orientation and the existential non-textual orientation, or, the hermeneutical meta-textual orientation and the existential non-textual orientation? In the former combination we might like to declare that the existential intensity imparted to textual experience helps highlight and elucidate its meta-textual contextualization as necessarily needed to be accessed in the genesis of it evolvement. In the latter we might like to treat the existential intensification of the meta-textual dimension or polarity as giving an intensity to the phenomenological substance of the forms of objectivity engaged in and through the inter-objective, subjective and inter-subjective aspects (and which allows us to enter into forming patterns of correlation between such aspects all aided and abetted by our appreciation of textual experience as a combination of the textual, meta-textual and the non-textual as read through the overall suspension/overall hermeneutic circle, etc.). The semblance of this existential difference also assisting in charging our motivation through the enacted resolution realized in and through the exercise of the overall transcendental suspension/overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension. Indeed, that this energy for re-direction is harmonically realized through this process of ongoing resolution at the center of the existential economy, etc. The resultant mix and synthesis of value/s, in its relative simplicity or complexity, being best analyzed through an ordered analysis as argued and outlined elsewhere. (6)


As we can see, in the above exercise, the existential can be viewed as intensification of our constructive process and imparts to that process an edge that cannot be reduced to mere construction on our part, from our point of view. Even though for the sake of the suspension we treat all forms of intentional construction as mere construction, still, through the enactive economic nature of the suspension our engagement with the world as lived cannot write it along such idealistic lines. Then, again, through the necessity of the suspension and its economic consequences we can neither write our engagement with the world as merely realistic. Indeed, both attitudes have to been suspended in order for us to make progress in our existential progression through this Life-World, this World-of-Life! Thence the phenomenal-phenomenological nature of simulation through the impossibility of writing intentional experience of our passage through this world through either a merely idealistic lens or a merely realistic lens. Realistic-like inputs contributing to the phenomenal nature of phenomena whilst idealistic-like inputs contribute to the phenomenological nature of experience as a textual experience constituted in and through an intentional economy, along with the implication of the meta-textual and the non-textual, etc. This tension within the phenomenal-phenomenological nature of intentional constitution contributing to the mutual nature of our constructive interaction in this world as lived to the extent that the existential vivacity of correlations with richer modal complements contribute a dictated sense to how the world is to be constructed both for-us, by-us, and, for-us, by-it.(7)


Given the textual nature of intentional deposition, given our reading of the textual experience through the tripartite lenses of textual orientations, meta-textual orientations and non-textual orientations, and, given, correlations that simultaneously cross the objective, inter-objective, subjective and inter-subjective aspects  of our embodied and embedded existences it follows that a philosophical investigation of our progression through this world as lived must be reconstituted accordingly. Thence correlations, alignments and simulations of our relationships as they find us both embodied and embedded in this world as lived. Thence their phenomenological textual specification, hermeneutical meta-textual disambiguation and existential non-textual promotion. Given such interrelated understandings let me now examine more closely the phenomenal-phenomenological nature of simulations; treating the same as a key concept in our coming to understand the dynamic architecture of the Contemporary world and its inspiration for and from the Contemporary Philosophical Project, or, rather, Contemporary Philosophical Projects (given an apparent plethora of autonomous/semi-autonomous minor life-world along with their more recently established ongoing internal enfranchisement and external empowerment). (8)

3.    The Phenomenal-Phenomenological Nature of Simulations


An existential difference means we cannot reduce the world to a state of being merely constructed in mind. On the other hand, we cannot experience the world apart from our experience of it. Even our imputations as to how the world appears to be apart from our experience cannot be experienced apart from intentionally constituted experience. Treated as 'mere' experience the world is suspended. Through the suspension of the suspension our passage through this world is enacted and rendered 'economic'. In this light simulations cannot be reduced to being 'mere simulation' nor can simulations, or, rather, some simulations be treated as not simulated. In reality we can have our cake and eat it. Thus, recognizing this dialectical contest between 'mere simulations' and 'not being mere simulations' gives to this concept of simulation a double or two-way edge. An existential fact recognized in our inescapable correlativity between the world of phenomena and the phenomenological nature of that world. (9)


Our concept of simulation(s) straddles these two intertwined worlds of the phenomenal and the phenomenological. Thus, e.g., the semblance of world can be suspended as mere phenomena or as merely phenomenological, or, as a phenomenon that is enacted phenomenologically or through phenomenological enactment and becomes, therein and thereafter,  a phenomenon. (10)


What can we say about this phenomenal-phenomenological nature of simulations? (11)


Simulations are realized through alignment/s. Alignments are realized as sets of correlations without being reductively reduced to a mere set of correlated phenomenal-phenomenological modalities. Through correlations we discern how that simulation is constituted in phenomenal-phenomenological experience and what type of phenomenon or phenomena we are dealing with. Such appreciation becomes correctly aligned when we accurately understand the phenomenal-phenomenological nature of its modal presentation, its hermeneutical representation and existential re-presentation. Thence our thematization of the same through careful specification, disambiguation and promotion, or, rather, re-specification, re-disambiguation and re-promotion in and through a process of alignment where alignment is realized through re-alignment (in turn, realized through re-de-mis-alignment, etc.). (12)


Through existential promotion the phenomenon or phenomena in question takes on an existential semblance being the product of a state of ongoing harmonic resolution. Resolution imparts this edge that cannot be reduced to the merely phenomenal, to a mere set of phenomenal-phenomenological modalities. Thence the (differential) imprint of an existential hallmark or series/set/s of existential hallmarks to some extent. A sense of difference that is amplified through both the absence of dissimulation and the presence of non-authenticity. In effect, a state of alignment that reflects upon the authenticity of the manner of its constitution, and v.v. That, whatever promotes this edge promotes this existential semblance of self-promotion and all that that entails (e.g., the semblance of reflexivity, an ability to transcend the mere, phenomenal nature of time, space, identity, causation, etc., etc.). An appreciation of this non-reductible 'edge' that is able, in turn, to re-configure the very nature of philosophical discourse  through our re-thinking such ideas as personal identity, authenticity, reflexivity, the nature of value formation, etc. (12)

4.    The Ramifications of Simulated Relationships


Simulations, effectively, are self-promoted, i.e., through this non-reducible edge that emerges through this harmonic resolution of intent, etc., as realized in the enactment of the intentional economy, etc. That the harmonic progression, from consonance to dissonance to resolution, etc., is self-initiated in and through the overall transcendental suspension... that, in effect, the overall suspension de-suspends its own functionality through that act of resolute re-presentation (and which restarts this cycle of presentation, representation and re-presentation, etc.). (14)


An understanding of the existential nature of simulation/s is a key, perhaps the best key, to understanding how this spirit of the existential has been able to permeate the tenor of the Contemporary era now dawning upon us. Let me set about demonstrating this connection through an examination of the phenomenal-phenomenological nature of simulations. (15)


A first thing to note is that simulations come about through an alignment realized through a progressive confirmation of correlations. In effect, they mirror the relationship or series and/or set/s of relationships being simulated. In my dream experience of an apple-like phenomenon I realize I am experiencing a dream apple when my alignment is realized through an engagement with a set of modalities that measures up to only being that of a dream apple experience. A dream apple might be experienced with a certain vividness in a particular global sense but fail to maintain that sense of vividness when more closely inspected on a specific level in that dream sequence. In other words failing what I have referred to elsewhere as the microscope test or the magnifying glass test. Although the overall dream presentation may appear vivid and real it fails closer scrutiny. Furthermore, arising in a dream sequence we would find that that apple presentation does not sate our physiological hunger, nor, on waking would we find an apple core of the ‘apple’ we had supposedly eaten, etc. In effect, when we realize that our modal expectations of an apple experience are not fully met then we must assume that we were not engaging with a phenomenal apple, and, in this case, with only a dream apple. That our alignment is or had only been with a dream apple and not a non-virtual apple. (16)


A next point we should note is that in and through alignment we are effectively simulating that examined through our progressively re-aligned set of correlations. By accurately appreciating which modalities are being actively exercised and matching the same with our modal expectations we find in meeting those expectations that we are simulating that type of phenomenon or typical set of phenomena we find we are in alignment with. That the relationship in question or the relationships in question as a series and/or set/s of phenomena are being simulated but that when we find in our simulation that all expected modalities are being simulated then we must observe the existential fact that our simulation is no long a mere simulation in part of the phenomenon or phenomena in question. E.g., when we are simulating an apple phenomenon and we find we meet with a full complement of modal expectations associated with non-virtual apples then we are in a direct relationship with that very apple phenomenon in question. All relationships are directly engaged but the nature of that relationship is reflected in the correlation of modalities arrived at between those found and those expected to be found in that form of alignment. In the format of a non-virtual apple alignment we would expect to find simulated a realistic three dimensional apple phenomenon (contra an oil painting of an apple or a realistic photo of an apple say in a piece of advertising). We would also expect that apple phenomenon to pass our microscope test when we attempt to look more closely at it; expect to find the core on waking if we had really eaten that apple (we dreamt about); and, importantly, find that eating that apple sated our physiological hunger to some extent commensurate with our hunger and the quantity of an apple or apples actually eaten. (17)


Effectively, in and through simulation, we find ourselves in a direct form of engagement, as a recognized encounter, with the aligned manner of that form of phenomenal-phenomenological engagement as it was actually aligned in our experience of it. So, simulations cannot be dismissed as ‘mere simulations’ when the full complement of our modal expectations are being met. Even in our engagement with a ‘dream apple’ recognized as a 'dream apple encounter' we are directly engaged with that phenomenon as

a dream apple; in the form of a virtual apple-like phenomenon (rather than as a non-virtual apple phenomenon). (18)


There is a role for 'mere simulations' and that is in the exercising of the overall transcendental suspension. However, in the suspension of that suspension, we return to our simulations as directly engaged, albeit in the non-virtual manner of their alignment. The significance of realizing the actual, non-virtual nature of that alignment is to be realized in the value of our engagement that can be realized in our engagement with that type of phenomenal-phenomenological encounter. Dream apples can contribute no nutritious sustenance. Hence, in order to survive, we need to be able to differentiate between virtual and non-virtual forms of alignment (through a correct assessment of modalities in the light of certain sets of expectations) and to understand what different forms of alignment can contribute or not contribute to that relationship being simulated in which we are directly engaged in some manner or other. (19)


The correct assessment and appreciation of our relatively aligned/re-aligned phenomenal-phenomenological states of affairs is to put ourselves in the best situation for the amplification in value formation be that through modest forms of incremental augmentation and/or relatively non-modest forms of enhancement (through the positive co-option of chaotic mechanisms able to deliver this realized degree of augmented augmentation). (20)


Simulation/s, therefore, reflect the nature of their alignment/s. The existential nature of such alignment being reflected in the existential nature of their positive encounter. To this end what might we expect in our existential engagement with the existential nature of that with which we are entering into some form of engagement? (21)


But, first, let us attend to how we approach phenomenal-phenomenological experience in an existential orientation. (22)


The key to this approach is to exercise an apposite and adequate transcendental suspension. Furthermore, we need to recognize that the existential moment (in its non-systematic treatment) is one dialectical aspect of this process centered on non-textual experience. In a dynamic balance between the three moments of this suspension the existential in a systematic sense is induced. As if musical the overall transcendental suspension acts as a process of harmonization. Indeed, we might say that this suspension is  induced through these three moments, and, that our same escape from this suspension is also existential as if in an irruption of value formation the suspension suspends itself. The resulting semblance of the existential manifesting as an existential surplus in the value of its output over that invested in input. This existential excess is able to drive processes of re-presentation along with concomitant augmentation and enhancement in overall value formation. (23)


Another way to see the instantiation of the overall suspension is to run the textual aspects of experience versus meta-textual considerations, await the formation of this third moment of the non-textual, and, then to balance all three moments (as noted elsewhere). This process can also be engineered starting with a balance of textual and non-textual, or, non-textual with meta-textual, etc. Or, in gestalt terms we might see this as a dynamic balance between field focus, field background and intentional subjectivity associated with that type of field/those types of fields under review. (24)


In understanding the evolution of the evolvement of the Contemporary era we might like to run with the following generalization. In the Modernist era we could say that the emphasis was on texts, intentional deposition, phenomena with an emphasis upon a closer inspection upon the same as a text qua text but not in and through a rigorous hermeneutically oriented mode that focuses on the meta-textual dimension. In the Postmodernist era we could say that there was a radical shift in emphasis towards the contextual, meta-textual and hermeneutic modes of interpretation. Hence a variety of interests often 'about' a text such as margins, footnotes, titles, interpolations, contexts, quotations, styles, etc. In the dawning of the Contemporary era I would argue that there is now an emphasis being placed on the non-textual, the existential, simulations, etc. Indeed, as already noted, I would like argue that this concept of simulation is a key ingredient that links correlations, alignment and simulations on one hand, and, on the other hand, runs a re-focused emphasis on an existential orientation, the pro-relational, the relatively mutual treatment of relationships along with an emphasis on their authenticity in value formation. However, these points will need to be fleshed out in the next essay-paper, a process that needs to be addressed in carefully crafted argument and detail. (25)


Before concluding this essay-paper let me run the following argument, namely that the existential attitude is a transcendental/trans-cognitive attitude, and, that rightly, it is a pro-relational stance. A stance that deals directly with the relationship/s invoked in that process of review, i.e., in their embodiment (in the objective and inter-objective realms) and in their embeddedness (in the subjective and inter-subjective realms). In other words, in the existential attitude we are attempting to align ourselves with the relational simulations/simulated relationship/s under such review. In this regard we place an apparent existential sense of priority on the relationship per se rather than on the objective parties or subjective participants included in that relationships (as noted in our relational frame of reference that sets us up to be able to engage with that relationship either directly and/or indirectly). Such a priority does not undo the overall transcendental suspension but rather opens to view the importance of also taking a relational point of view on the behalf of that relationship itself; an aspect of experience usually overlooked in our objective and/or subjective biases where we express an unhealthy over-preoccupation with either objective parties and/or subjective participants at the expense of the overall relationship itself. A fault demonstrated by, e.g., materialism, realism, empiricism, etc. Or, in the opposite camp, an over emphasis on relationships is a fault demonstrated, e.g., by non-materialism (or certain forms of spiritualism), idealism, rationalism, etc. Given that judgment devolves from our transcendental/trans-cognitive appreciation of the cognitive it follows that the import of the critical would be lost if this semblance of a dynamic balance were to be lost between both an analytical sense of parts and a synthetical sense of totalities. Thence the nature of this relationship, in effect, signs the nature of that relationship in play under review. This dynamic balance between the analytical nature of focus and the synthetical nature of backgrounds induces the semblance of a relational simulation through being both pro-focal and pro-field whilst at the same time, in order to maintain this transcendental semblance of a dynamic balance, and, also at the same time, being both contra-focal and contra-field. This balance between pro and contra aspects inducing the semblance of the overall suspension as a simulation of the relationship/s in question in this harmonic 'space' between the detailed depiction of content and the counter-positioning of the totality of that simulated relationship per se. By 'content' is meant objective and subjective inputs as well as an implicit semblance of a dynamic balance between inter-objective and inter-subjective factors. Given the role of the transcendental suspension to maintain the semblance of a dynamic balance it follows, therefore, that we cannot entertain the privileging of any one of our four polarities lest we rob ourselves of this aspect of the transcendental along with its devolvement of value formation, etc. So, in essence,  the breakdown in the formation of the transcendental treatment of the cognitive is a breakdown in the formation of directly associated  value along with our appreciation of the relational, as expressed through the alignment of that simulation of the relational as expressed, in greater detail, through those sets of correlations. Given that the relational reflects such subtle attitudes of the existential, etc., it follows that this suspension needs to be maintained rather than deconstructed (through its de-simulated simulation). (26)

5.    Provisional Conclusions


Simulations are the result of the existential instantiation of the simulation of those relationships being invoked through such a transcendental/trans-cognitive approach. However, we need to be careful in our use of this expression 'simulation' given that if our modal expectations were to be met then we must safely assume that, currently, we are in a direct relationship with that relationship as invoked as characterized by its verified alignment. So, in our engagement, defined as an epistemologically recognized ontologically oriented encounter, we experience the simulation of the relationship as the relationship that that simulation has to our being engaged with that relationship through our being both embodied and being embedded in that relationship as currently being focused upon and all other relevant relationships that intersect with the same. A determination and appreciation of alignment leading to its transcendental execution as a process in both active and passive senses of devolvement; i.e., in its formation as an act and that acted upon. That all relationships have both a certain impetus (to perform) and a certain inertia (as that which is being performed upon or through). (27)


That the 'value of simulation' is the 'simulation of value', and v.v., from a transcendental/trans-cognitive perspective. That through an alignment of our correlations we induce the formation of apparent simulations – such simulations being simulations of the relationships in question. The nature of those relationships being simulated in accordance with the nature of their simulated value. Such value being fully appreciated in and through the exercise of an apposite and adequate, ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. Thence their 'simulation of value' and their 'value of simulation' from a  transcendentally oriented perspective is equivalent in those same transcendental terms of reference. An appreciation of the nature of their alignment creating an equally critical insight into the nature of that simulation under current review. (28)


With such insight to hand let us now work in reverse in order to relatively 'ground' our appreciation of the Contemporary political, cultural and philosophical landscapes in such a manner so as to expose their intimate connection to our concept of simulation/s and to the concepts of the existential, transcendental and pro-relational as centered in our concept of relationships as 'simulated alignments within and between their distinctive sets of modal correlations'. I.e., in other words, that our experience of the relational devolves from our simulated experiences of the alignment expressed through the requisite sets of correlations that define the nature of those relationships in question, v.v.' That, our philosophical enterprise, effectively, is centered in 'simulations' as 'expressions of the relational' and upon which and about which the Contemporary world is preeminently focused either advertently or, more often and more likely, inadvertently.... (29)








       Noël Tointon, Sydney, 16.4.14.

