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 Part XXXVII: The Existential Economy!

The Transformation of Value, and, the Value of Transformation:

An Appreciation of the Contemporary Era Through the Lens of Simulation*

0.    Preamble


In this essay-paper I would like to show how an appreciation of the overall existential orientation can help us appreciate some of the dynamics behind this ongoing transition to the Contemporary era that I perceive is replacing a relatively short-lived Postmodern era without its complete displacement. Just as the Postmodern era replaced the Modern era without absolutely displacing the same. As discussed in the previous essay-paper, as a vast generalization, I noted that the Modernist era was centered in textually oriented experience, whereas, in contrast, the Postmodernist era seemed to be preoccupied with meta-textually oriented experience. Thence its focus often on marginalia, titles,  footnotes, hyper-texts, contexts, meta-textual customs and habits, etc. In distinction to the former, I have suggested that the Contemporary era is now focusing on non-textually oriented  experience with a marked existential-like complexion. To illustrate this sense of refocus I would like to look at how the concept of simulation/s can be viewed by looking through a grid of four categories at our four dimensions or aspects of the objective, inter-objective, subjective and inter-subjective, in order to show how this re-orientation, from the relatively non-existential to an overall sense of the existential, is influencing and reflecting transformations in the very nature of culture be that within or across communities and cultures. That grid of four categories being, namely, space, time, causality and reflexivity. This set of four categories, in effect, through defining the existential re-orientation towards the relational qua relational, helps us to illustrate how we have become more pro-relational in our treatment of relationships. I.e., in our being receptive and responsive to our engagement with the relationship/s in question in and through their own embodied and embedded points of view in so far as each and every relationship is also (transcendentally) related to all other relational possibilities in varying degrees of interactivity (as established in and through the transcendental necessity and unity of the Life-World itself). (0)

1.    Introduction


First, I will re-examine the background to this topic noting how simulations arise from aligned correlations. (1)


Second, I will note how simulations can be viewed through an overall existential lens which can be highlighted under the headings of space, time, causality and reflexivity.(2)


Third, I will note the ramifications of these processes of re-orientation in Contemporary era under six heading of communities, culture, media, politics, art-production and philosophy. (3)


As per usual, ending this essay-paper with a set of provisional conclusions. (4)

*Latest version: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html
2.    The Emergence of Simulation Through Aligned Correlations


In arguing against the Traditional Western Philosophical Project I perceive a reductive stance along subjective/psychological lines to first principles to be not only a mistaken project but also an impossible one. A process that is only partially successful when these impossible restrictions are subverted advertently or inadvertently. In order to not commit the same mistake we must take an opposite tack, namely, an acceptance of what is already to hand and correlate it across these four aspects or dimensions of the objective, inter-objective, subjective and inter-subjective. Correlations also taking place in terms of textuality, i.e., in terms of textual, meta-textual and non-textual orientations as well as in terms of expectations associated with a particular type of phenomena (or series and/or set/s of phenomena) and to what extent those expectations are ascertained as being met or not met. In an appreciation of a set of correlations we find we are, to some extent, automatically in a position to appreciate to what degree a state of alignment is in place or not, and, to speculate accordingly, albeit in the light of such evidence, as to whether we are in an expected state of alignment or as to why we are not in such a state of alignment. In other words our setting about to validly ascertain the relative verification and validity of our imputed state of alignment or mis-alignment; a process refined through critically exercised re-alignment (through negative processes of rectificational re-de-mis-alignment and positive processes of successfully intuitive imputational verification). (5)


Let me illustrate this approach through comparing a 'delicious dream apple experience' with a rather 'sour non-virtual apple experience'. Dreams and non-dreams are not usually compared directly in the same period of time. However, what can be and is compared are our textual records of such experience in so far as we find a comparative non-textual re-simulation of the same can be adequately engineered. We recall the dream experience and note the apple tasted delightfully ripe whereas the non-virtual apple just eaten was deemed to be more on the sour and unripe side on this spectrum of taste and desirability. Other differences were noted in the modal complexion of these two instances, and types, of phenomenal-phenomenological experience. The core of our eaten dream apple was not found on wakening and was also found to not successfully satisfy our physiological experience of hunger, etc. That in effect our mistaken attribution of this apple like phenomenon to be a non-virtual apple was rectified when we rectified our imputation as apple-like but not in a non-virtual sense. Moreover, our intuition was telling us this, in effect, when we found the vividness of this type of apple experience was not vivid enough when looked at in closer detail in the course of that experience determined to be a dream. On the other hand, we found the modal complexion, as a set of prominent modalities, expected in our reception of a non-virtual apple phenomenon to be more than adequately met albeit to the extent that the apple was judged not ripe enough and as a bit on the sour side. This exception, if anything, proving our point that that apple was experienced as non-virtual, was not virtually ideal, indeed, as a 'real' apple, warts and all, with the word ‘real’ being used as in non-philosophical parlance. (6)


The recounted experience of that non-virtual apple phenomenon philosophically noting that it was determined to be an object, occupying space, say in a bowl on the kitchen table, was experience subjectively through my sight and desire to taste and eat the same, and, well and truly in my mind, would be deemed as not quite ripe enough to escape an inter-subjective labeling of it as an apple that would have been judged by most people as 'sour'. Indeed, I gave half of it to a friend who also deemed it to be 'sour'. (7)


An intuitive appreciation, verification and validation of that experience as a 'sour apple' was found to be as expected given the colour of that kind of apple already told you, from past experience, that that apple was most likely not quite ready to eat. So, the apple looked too green with not enough red on its surface, tasted slightly sour in line with your expectations, and, that your friend was of a similar opinion. (8)


Thus, the integration and appreciation of correlations produces the semblance of an alignment with that apparently to hand. Entertaining the same produces a simulation of this state of affairs. Ascertaining its (full ordered) status helps us to determine what type of phenomenon or phenomena apparently is to hand. Thence our ascertainment of correlational alignment through such processes of simulation... subject to such appreciation. That all intentional constitution constructively emerges in and through consciousness (through the dialectics of construction/reconstruction/re-construction)(given, e.g., that ‘the eyes are not windows of the soul’ in serious, non-metaphorical philosophical reflections). (9)

3.    A Fourfold Lens to Re-Examine the Nature of Simulation/s


Informally, we can talk about existentially oriented experience as being experienced as if it were trans-geographical or trans-spatial in orientation. That the essential nature of that relationship in question permeates the entire ambit of that relationship equally as if each point were its center. Then, the existential orientation is spontaneous and appears to transcend an historical sense of time in the so called 'eternal present' or 'eternal now' through its continual irruption into this living sense of the present along with a semblance of 'presence'. Our re-perception of space and time also reconfiguring our notion/s of causality to the extent processes are re-directed equally from every point in the ambit of that relationship in question. That relational responsiveness is existentially re-configured in line with the above. Moreover, the mutual two-way nature of all relationships establishes the grounds for the semblance of a reflexivity that, in turn, reflects upon the epistemological organization about which such responsiveness is being apparently initiated and re-directed. More advanced forms of epistemological organization, with greater degrees of epistemological organization, demonstrating a greater degree of reflexive symmetry. That the relationship, overall, demonstrates a sense of holism in keeping with the nature of its embodiment/s, from its own point/s of view, in the objective-inter-objective world, and, moreover, demonstrates a sense of reflexive symmetry more in keeping with the subjective-inter-subjective world/s of intentional constitution as examined from its own embedded point/s of view. That, given the argument that the objective overlaps the inter-objective, etc., it follows that correlations are ‘grounded’ in the thematization of that overall correlative state of affairs from its own point/s of view. Or, we might say, existentially oriented reflexivity is merely an extension of existentially oriented causation (and all relevant characterizations of space and time entailed therein).
 (10)


The concept of embodiment recognizes that all experience, constituted in intentional consciousness, has an objective correlation to the extent that the intentional subject is embodied in this world as lived. That all inter-subjective relationships, between a certain set of subjects, are embodied in the same manner. Moreover, because our relationships with others overlap, in accordance with their own sense of relevance, then an authenticity of responsiveness must take into account how those relationships overlap in the overall situation in question (or series and/or set/s of situations in question). In the formation of an ethical decision all relational relationships need to be taken into account in accordance with their embedded relevance in that situation in question (etc.).
 E.g., A is married to B, and, C is married to D, and, unknown to B and C, A and D are having an affair. Knowledge of this affair would upset B and C. But A and D have very carefully conducted this affair without B and C ever coming to know. Moreover, most of the relatives and friends, etc., of A, B, C and D also do not know of this affair. In ethical reflection can we claim that this affair is being conducted ethically to the extent that knowledge of this affair is never extended to B and/or C, etc? Regardless of one's ethical opinions on whether having an affair is right or wrong would it still be right to say that in observing this desire not to hurt the feelings of B and C, etc., they have, in this regard, acted responsibly, or, with some degree of propriety or relational sensitivity (given that they were going to conduct an affair in the first place). The point I am trying to make here is that ethical reflection needs to extend, more often than not, beyond the immediate central circle of subjects party to the relatively ethical or non-ethical enactions, i.e., actions or non-actions, as entered into through such acts of commission and/or omission. Hence this concept that relationships are embedded and that how relationships overlap should be taken into account to that extent their inclusion requires such reflection. The relational nature of a relationship, and our ordered reflections upon the same, taking into account these forms of complexity in embodiment and embeddedness.
 (11)


Formally, we make these distinctions between relatively non-existential and existential hallmarks as instanced under these four classifications.... (12) 


So, a geographical semblance of space versus a non-geographical semblance of space. Say, between discrete billiard balls hit by cues on a billiard table versus the entangled nature of  a state that is only externally determined through the collapse of that same state of affairs. Or, perhaps, the analogy of two separated friends thinking about each other at different times of the day and then using their mobiles to have a conversation despite their geographical separation. (13)


So, an historical semblance of time versus a non-historical or ahistorical semblance of time. E.g., the slow march of time as it seems to move from the future through the present to the past versus a spontaneous sense of time that seems to transcend an historical sense of the present through its chaotic sense of re-direction, etc. Also noting that the semblance of spontaneity is accompanied by the semblances of synchronicity and simultaneity enacted throughout the ambit of that central relationship in question, etc.  (14)


So, from the conjunction of these existential ways of seeing space and time we need to re-invest in a new concept of causality (more along the lines of a set of conditions from which other conditions arise, etc.). A vision of transformation, also, wherein we maintain relative forms of isomorphic invariance despite relatively superficial processes of transformation about such relatively invariant core attributes. E.g., the human body is forever changing but its continuing integrity is maintained till the point of death. (15)


So, from the mutual nature of relational interaction we observe degrees of symmetry in this regard on higher levels of epistemological organization. Basically as expression of harmonic integration wherein the enactive nature of the embodied and embedded relationship/s is/are responsive on the behalf of that relationship/s. Hence such reflexive expression of that mutual nature expressed in and through relatively existentially oriented relationships. That this mutual relational basis is expressed through various forms of reflexivity, e.g., so-called cause and effect, action and reaction, reciprocity as an indication of an actualized relationship between agents, etc. (16)


But this scheme is best articulated through its demonstration. (17)


In the existential treatment of a certain situation the subject or subjects initiating such a transformation must do so on the behalf of that relationship. Informing ourselves as to the nature of its intentional construction then allows us to mirror that overall complex and adequately find apposite modes of responsiveness (with an envisualized additional surpluses in value formation). Tuning into the surplus of value resident in the holistically re-expressed embrace of that relationship in question then allows its embeddedness to then empower the course of that relationship, mindful of its embeddedness, through its embodiment/s, in such a manner so as to either preserve our relationships and/or conserve them through forms of augmentation and/or enhancement in their ensuing value formation. (18)


E.g., you might be running a supermarket store and following a very serious earthquake just give away your stock in such a manner that it is distributed in accordance with need without seeking monetary recompense for the same. You intend to write off such losses against the insurance making sure that your release of these perishable and non-perishable foodstocks appears to have been destroyed in the course of that earthquake itself (and, therefore, by such deceit can be claimed). By such means that community is assisted in the course of this disaster and this supermarket also has inadvertently created a degree of goodwill that could well serve it in time’s of future difficulty, say in the rebuilding of this city or in future periods of recession, etc., with customers preferring to shop in this institution that is seen to run along more existential lines as well as appearing to be forever mindful of its local community obligations, etc. The point of this anecdote being this. That that shop owner was aware that they had a number of options. They could just stand by and be looted. Or, they could ensure that the community distributed its produce in such a fashion that the less able and less willing to loot those premises were also accommodated in the course of this disaster. A pragmatic utilitarian perspective, in this instance, noting that more people benefited from this adopted course of action and thence its existential recommendation. Or, from a de-ontological perspective we might regard the actions of that supermarket manager to comply with such a non-pragmatically oriented frame of reference. They felt it was their civic duty to distribute their produce rather than setting out to let it be looted or sold given that many people in that effected population would not have much recourse to a cash economy given that most people now operate on credit or similar or seek cash from these same points of electronic financial transaction. (19)


We can say that in making decisions a cross road of choice is being invoked. An existentially oriented course of enaction through either action and/or inaction that, hopefully, either preserves the relevant relationship/s in question and/or conserves the same through an amplification in value formation. With the above in mind let me now examine six aspects of Contemporary life, namely, communities, culture, media, politics, art-production and philosophy in which the role of simulation helps us to understand the mechanics and dynamics at work in that particular type of relationship under examination (in ideal or essential-like terms of reference) in order to link our existentially oriented approaches with this central concept of simulation/s and thence to our associated methodological concepts of correlations and alignments, etc.
 (20).

4.    Net Relative Existential Transformation in the Contemporary Environment


Communities, in their attitudes and practices, reflect the fashions of their time overlaid on past patterns of performance (with varying degrees of interactive resolution within and between the same). Sometimes changes in expression are imperceptible in their shifting, yet, on other occasions, such transformations are sudden and can be quite dramatic. At various times in the continuation of a community, culture or nation, etc., we witness trends that either favour their own choice in locality or have their inhabitants yearning for a more open, global attitude in which external features of other communities are more desired and emulated. In the Contemporary era I have argued for a return to a greater sense of the local, a re-emphasis upon the immediate locality along with a more pronounced idealization or vision of that sense of community. In sympathy with this trend we find an intensified identification with the soil or land, a return to local produce, a communal sense of identity to be celebrated in local festivals, a renewed emphasis on indigenous cultures associated with that region, a desire to have more distinctive and individually bespoke practices in a wide range of cultural artifacts from clothing to housing, etc. (21)


Even if this potted version of a cultural shift in the re-appreciation of locality over the global, with an increase positive re-(e)valuation of the local region and local community, etc., were to be the case, what connection, if any, is there to my concept of simulation/s? (22)


Simulation/s, treated in an existentially oriented/re-oriented manner, introduces us to a vision of how things are both currently aligned and have a distinctive life of their own. Moreover, in an existential orientation the emphasis on the 'here and now' favours this return to immediate locality and apposite spontaneity. In a psychic re-investment in this semblance of the local community, whatever its parameters
, we would then find a return to the perceived immediacy of that locality along with an appreciation of its distinctive and characteristic qualities. This renewed sense of a communal spirit finding various forms of expression from local festivals to forms of geographical enrichment like the sensitive redesigning of neighbourhood parks to putting in bike lanes, from better streetscapes and pavements to the creation of a village atmosphere in the form of local fairs, other communal focal points with nearby coffee shops and galleries, etc? Often this is accompanied by instances of re-invagination; where locality is invested with more than one form of use or treatment. E.g., like planting fruit trees in a public park; using the green space of a golf course as a nature reserve at the same time; using streets for purposes other than as simple thoroughfares, etc. Perhaps this type of predilection, based on patterns of increased existential re-orientation and augmentation, is best inferred through its apparent re-iteration (as a motif) in other aspects of culture, etc? (23)


In the sphere of culture what do we find? A flourishing of minor life-worlds along with their development of their own semi-autonomous senses of culture. To some extent a localization of identity in and through both the augmented enfranchisement and empowerment of those minor life-worlds. E.g., with the world of women (from support for the re-evaluated roles of women to the development of a variety of feminist positions on these same types of topics that effect the lives of women). E.g., the world of the disabled with mandatory legislation on how buildings and streets should be designed to the development of a National Disability Insurance Scheme here in Australia. E.g., an oft iterated desire, across the political spectrum, to 'bridge the gap' in the disparity between the overall quality of life in indigenous world/s to that found in non-indigenous world/s. That this same trend can be found in a number of other minor life-worlds from those life-styles subsumed under the rubric of 'gay' to the elderly, from better support for families to better health care for those in such need, etc. That, associated with this trend, for the ongoing internal enfranchisement and external empowerment of minor life-worlds, is the development of a variety of minor life-world histories, disparate modes of dissemination, formalization of such aspects in the form of various styles in institutionalization from running local newspapers supporting the voice/s of those minor life-worlds to the establishment of organizations dealing with the promotion, support and dissemination of the same, etc. (24)


The media is also having to deal with a variety of transformations; much of them being quite painful, disruptive and not guaranteed of success (in profitably bridging this transition). We may well find an emphasis on forms of dissemination associated with smaller minor life-worlds, groups and societies. The range of media is now omnipresent through the use of the Internet, computers, tablets and smart phones, etc. It is also immediate and often localized in the mere dissemination of a minor life-world, e.g., newspapers for senior citizens, etc. All aspects that reflect and instantiate these emerging differences in the media (and in tune and harmony with this existential understanding of simulation/s). We can even entertain worlds that are purely virtual as in the realm of collective gaming and virtual worlds modeled on those like Second Life. Even virtual currencies have caught on not without their own distinctive set of risks. (25)


In the world of politics we find the internal enfranchisement and external empowerment of minor life-worlds actually being encouraged and financially supported (along with the development of their own sense of history and its dissemination. A state of affairs assisted through the use of the Internet). In order to secure a majority of the votes in a democratic election every form of legal inducement at some point will be exercised to that pragmatic end. Not only are voters being collectively aimed at but voters are also now being individually targeted
. At the same time these same voters, as they inhabit a variety of minor life-worlds, are also being offered various forms of inducement through the promised better facilitation of those minor life-worlds. Thence the exponential increase in legislation aimed at such memberships along with increasing re-distributions in financial support for organizations supporting the inhabitants of such minor life-worlds as the remaining proponents of the dominant major discourse find they must give way to the enlarging powers of this counterfoil to the so-called 'dictatorship of the majority' (albeit as exercised through various elites). Thence this radical shift in the dynamics being exercised on the political landscape of a mature democracy, indeed, may well characterize the same wherein traditional minorities now find they are being given a greater semblance of voice (if not to the same extent in power?)... (26)


Art production, at the apparent cutting of art culture, if not culture itself, also reflects these shifts in cultural dynamics. Although art can give a voice and a sense of character to a minor life-world, the economic nature of the greater market place may well still exercise a dominance over most forms of art-production? Still, we do see the emergence and circumscribed flourishing of indigenous art, feminist art, gay art, etc. etc. The influential role of simulation/s being taken up in a greater role being exercised by electronic media, etc. Hence, too, the role of simulation/spectacle in installations, sudden happenings organized with the use of social media, 'reality television', etc. (27)


Has the nature of philosophical practice also changed? The Post-Modernists have also influenced the way philosophical discourses are enacted. E.g., by looking at cultural artifacts, with varying degrees of status, as illustrating the nature of this discursive realm (and not ceding this province to just the fields of ‘high art’). The Contemporary era taking this transition further by promoting simulation/s as an important aspect of visual art be that in the form of photos, movies, video clips, art-work in the world of games, murals, etc. Moreover, all the above can be re-constituted through the use of forms of digital manipulation that weaken the distinction between the non-virtual and virtual, indeed, re-draw what is meant by an art work, as an installation, as a process of simulation, etc.., and, in the process, altering our very notions of what can be meant by the use of this expression ‘art work’. As a consequence, altering our  idea/s on what it means to be 'philosophical' in this Contemporary era. I would argue that a key aspect in this transition is how the world is now viewed through a relative, pro-relational stance wherein the relationship is positively re-valued and the participants and subjects in that relationship are relatively disvalued in contrast without devaluation and, on the contrary, share in this positive form of existential re-e/valuation... (28)


What might we assume through these re-iterations of certain motifs that seem to suggest that we live in exciting times where many of our traditional notions of communities, culture, media, politics, art-production and philosophy are being considerably re-constituted in the course of our passage through this World-of-Life as we re-stand before others in a manner re-constituted by these shifts and re-positionings enacted and engaged on this shifting landscape of our world as lived. In the light of this interpretation let us now ask what ramifications this has for us in the course of our daily existence/s as we engage the complexities of this intersection between the objective, inter-objective, subjective and inter-subjective realms of being, etc? (29)

5.    Provisional Conclusions


Ramifications are either relatively subtle and most likely not observed in the 'here and now', or, assume a prominence that may well also be overlooked through the current lack of the requisite hermeneutic equipment that would allow us to interpret the same... (30)


An important problem that can be posed here is this – without the adequate existence of the apposite mental and hermeneutic ability to interpret that which we might wish to engage with such appreciation will escape us. How might we address this philosophical and practical problem, both in particular and specifically, in regard to the decisive role being supposedly played by this concept of simulation/s here being treated as a valid imputation? How do we look at contemporary trends from this point of the actual present? Is the Post-Postmodern era shaping up in a Contemporary mould as described and prescribed in such hypothetical terms of reference as outlined and indicated through this phenomenological-existential treatment of simulation/s, etc? (31)


A social commentator does not have the luxury of waiting a generation, say twenty years, in order to make a definitive assessment of the major forces currently shaping their contemporary world. How can we see what is happening in the Contemporary world if we do not know what to look out for? I would like to proffer a few suggestions as to how this type of insight might be better and more immediately achieved. Let me outline my approach to this project under the following headings, namely, apparent over-commitment to the adequacy of processes of resolution exercised in regard to certain cultural preoccupations; gradual and/or sudden changes in institutional identity; the presence of new concepts often indicated through the creation of hybrid terms (either as compounds, foreign expressions, word pairs with or without the use of hyphens, etc.); novel forms of practice; the excessive amount of time and resources spent on resolving issues that do not seem to merit the expenditure of such time and  resources; and, apparent cultural blind spots (indicated directly and/or indirectly through the concerns voiced in a number of these topics/headings as noted above. For convenience let me label these headings, respectively, as over iterated dissemination; distinctive institutional transformation; neo-conceptual formation; novel practices; mismatching of resources or resource mismatching; and, overlooked aporias. (32)


Let me examine these headings and note at the end of each examination material that might be relevant to this case that the concept of simulation/s might be directly or indirectly implicated in the dynamics associated with the same. (33)


In over iterated dissemination we need to ask ourselves why this preoccupation with certain themes and the overlooking of other themes that might be just as worthy if not more worthy of being followed up? How do we notice these instance of over-iteration? In newspapers, e.g., we might find various themes given a greater prominence through their iteration and the excessive amount of detail that is re-iterated with the same. This same trend being reinforced in the parallel over-dissemination of such themes through other media such as radio or television, or on the Internet or in social media, etc. A classic recent example being the Australian over preoccupation with so call 'illegal boat arrivals' (when often such arrivals are asking for asylum albeit in a country of their preferred choice). I more than suspect a number of inauthentic motives behind the prominence of this over-iterated theme from the political Right trying to bash the political Left over its attitudes and handling of this same topic
, manipulation of a perception of a national insecurity in order to garner votes for the Right, a genuine but unfounded fear of a multi-cultural assault on Australian identity, and instinctive fear of ‘the other’ defined merely through perceptions of difference, etc.  In the light of this type of phenomenon what might we suggest is indicative of the greater degree of existentialization that promotes the utilization of simulation/s, and v.v? In this regard we might like to look at our continual interest in the exposure of corruption not so much that this is being done through commissions like ICAC, etc., but in our continual interest in the same. I would argue that an existential attitude would promote the exercise of this concept, and v.v. Simulation/s being one way to engage an overall transcendental suspension by treating the appearance of phenomenal-phenomenological experiences as mere appearances in order by such means to expose the essential nature of their constitution rather than how society and ourselves might view that type of phenomenon as imputations above and beyond considerations of its mere constitution? (34)


In regard to distinctive institutional transformations that might illustrate this existentialization arising through a greater emphasis placed upon a simulated understanding of that under examination, and v.v., we might like to tentatively note the role the Internet has had in organizing/re-organizing a considerable proportion of contemporary institutional change. The type of work done by so called blue collar works, white collar workers, workers in IT, representative agents and middle management, etc., have all been considerably re-configured. Indeed, the nature of work has undergone a considerable change (as noted and discussed elsewhere). Some of these changes may not be as existentially oriented as some might like to claim. E.g., one prominent trend its to write or re-write, through forms of proliferation, a virtualization of the workplace where customers, etc., are inter-mediated by active computerized interfaces and passive forms of excessive textual representation. In other words, too many procedures to undergo and forms to fill out be that on a computer screen or, far too often, on actual pieces of paper that then may or may not undergo some forms of digital transcription. E.g., nurses today are being expected to proffer greater amounts of documentation; teachers having to write out more detailed forms of course-outlines and the like; people working in the food industry having to document temperatures at which foods are being served, etc. Even applying for a job these days demands an inordinant amount of time and detail being expended to even just get started and meet the necessary criteria that might constitute grounds for your just achieving an interview let alone your finding possible employment. On the other hand, we might also argue that this virtualization of the workplace, etc., must have some existential role to play given its apparent need or demand along with its communal acceptance? Although the proliferation of this type of process must consume additional resources it may well be that this form of institutionalization is maintaining the need for people to be in that workplace despite this virtual interfacing of the public vis-à-vis that institution itself that might otherwise be in a position to reduce levels of employment through the use of expert systems, voice recognition, file generation, outsourcing, perennials imperatives issued for additional economies in the formulation and exercise of budgets, etc? (35)


 Under neo-conceptual formation we can note the greater number of terms associated with the Internet, social media, computing and IT in general, etc; to a great extent centered in forms of simulation facilitated by advances in computing. We can assume, therefore, that indirectly or directly, simulation/s invoked by electronic means are having important ramifications for daily life. Whether such changes are existentially oriented is a question that would require much careful research and critical reflection? However, we might say, perhaps on balance, that for countries like Australia, such transitions and transformations of the market place have improved both the quality of our daily lives and in the increased levels of renumeration expected to be received in our employment therein? (36)


The advent and noticing of novel practices must also be indicative of transitions and transformation attendant upon the introduction of the same. We have only to look at the ramifications stemming from the use of an assortment of novel electronic devices to note this point. Telephones are no long mere telephones. We are witness to convergent forms of technology and the ramification that flow from this simple observation. We only have to watch the people on a bus or train to see how apparently interconnected we have all become (although that might be more an ironic assessment?)? Has this contributed to a virtualization of the world we live in (in parallel to the increasing virtualization
 of the workplace?)? Can we not argue, also, that the persistence of such trends is indicative of some degree of existential gain to be had through the iterated exercise and ramifications of such novel practices? (37)


The obvious mismatching of resources (or resource mismatching) should be indicative of preoccupations whose motivations may well not be immediately accountable. Besides inauthentic forms of motivation we must ask if, on balance, such diversions have a role in advancing a greater existential advantage in some form or other? A game of soccer, e.g., could be dismissed as a process of resource mismatching when by tossing a series of coins a game could be near effortlessly decided. Of course the point of the game is not in the mere scoring of goals but in the process that might lead or not lead to that outcome and the enjoyment a number of people like to take in participating in the same as either competitive participants or excited spectators. So, this point could be made that, on balance, some forms of resource mismatching may well be more existentially productive than non-existentially disruptive although this assessment may not be immediately obvious? (38)


Cultural myths usually circulate around various blindspots or cultural aporias. Here in Australia we have been privy to such myths as an empty continent; white Australia; noble settlers and noble indigenous folk; heroic Anzacs (celebrating a pointless war and defeat); a middle class who are battlers; businesses ‘suffering’ without subsidies; a working population that is overtaxed; a democracy that is not swayed by money and advertizing, that economic migrants cannot be refuges at the same time; Australia is a lucky country (originally meant in an ironic sense); etc., etc. Any myth glosses over the reality of the depicted situation through the use of simplicities that will inevitably misrepresent the reality of that being re-depicted. Such re-depictions trying to gloss over the uncomfortable truths hiding beneath the varnish and are never to far from the surface to ever be completely hidden under such a layer of selective interpretation? Such selective misinterpretation being more easily revealed when subjected to the overall transcendental suspension (in which the noted form of a bias is given an equally effective counter-reading in order to expose, at the same time, such intentional constitution and such intentional bias as brought to initially bear on those proceedings). (39)


Thus, by such means, we might find ourselves in a better position to appreciate contemporary trends, and, through critical reflection, determine whether a Contemporary transition is taking place along with the manner of its transformation and ensuing ramifications should that be occurring? We might say that the Post-Modernist redefining of simulations is now being taken to heart through entrenched forms of virtualization of the market place, etc. Now, if that were to be the case, then a Contemporary reading of contemporary cultural phenomena may well be called for?! It is my belief, perhaps more an intuition, that this type of transition is taking place and that the ensuing transformations devolving from this process have a long way to run before the advent of another distinctive era in cultural development will take place (in reaction to some overstressed aspect or aspects brought to prominence in the previous era
)? (40)


What may we conclude in regard to this tentative claim that our re-defined concept of simulation/s is playing, directly and/or indirectly, in the transitions and transformations of the 'marketplace'? Or, is it the case that although this proposition has not been satisfactorily proved it has certainly not been decisively disproved?! Indeed, that, perhaps, we might even tentatively accept its currency given the direction changes appear to be heading as we make our passage through this world as lived in and through the processes of reconstitution that appear to have existentially transformed the manner of how we interact with others and how we relate to others..?! (41)


      




                   Noël Tointon, Sydney, 21.4.14.
�	        This paragraph, in some measure, is more a commentary on the general work of numerous existentialists, e.g., such as Martin Buber; as noted, e.g., in I & Thou, Between Man and Man, etc.


�	        Hypothetically, all relationships should be be considered and taken into account, but, in practical terms, we need only note those more immediate relationships effected by decision making conducted in that more central relationship or in a more central set of relationships. 


�	 	Our six orders deal, respectively, with pre-integrated, non-contradictory conceptual content, aesthetic coherence, ideas/de-ontological considerations, percepts/pragmatical considerations, hermeneutic possibility and factual considerations.


�	        In later essay-papers, the ongoing thematization of correlations, alignments and simulations will be subsumed under the concept of simulation/s (given that simulations are continually re-directed whilst also maintaining a semblance of continuous continuity, albeit during the course of their interactive relational existence). 'Simulation/s will also be treated as the raw material for 'suspension/s ' in the productive exercise of overall transcendental suspensions enacted at the center of the overall existential economy. Refer to Part 38, e.g.


�	        We could argue that this re-orientation towards the immediacy of the local community could well be re-iterated on a number of levels say from a street forming closer community ties to interactions on an ever widening scale to include a re-visited sense of nationality and accompanying patriotism (that is bespoke, and not nationalistic or jingoistic, etc.)?


�	        E.g., through the use of the Internet, Facebook, email, chat rooms, Twitter, individually selective targeting of political advertisement on finding keywords that indicate a specific political demographic, etc.


�	        Similarly, other politically motivated over-iterated themes could be noted, e.g., excessive interest generated through (relatively unnecessary) Royal Commissions into the perceived failings of the Unions or that generated over the controversy associated with the implementation of the Pink Batts  Scheme.


�	        Through the use of mediating computers, texting, increased levels of documentation/meta-documentation (e.g., policies, etc.), social media, increased use of surveillance, mobiles/cellphones, etc.


�	        Witness the reaction of the Art Deco to the organic, curved lines of the Art Nouveau. Or, the Romantic tendency to invest in asymmetries in reaction to the stressing of symmetries in the preceding Classical period. 


�	        This essay can be read as Part II to the essay-paper Part XXX read and workshopped at The Continental Philosophy Group in April 2014.






