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 Part XLIV: The Existential Economy!

The Transformation of Value, and, the Value of Transformation:

The Rational, Non-Rational and the Irrational???*

0.    Preamble


 As already noted, absolute resolution in a relationship is the death of that relationship given that absolute resolution cannot be engaged, i.e., ontologically encountered and epistemologically recognized. Consequently, our intentional appreciation cannot be absolutely articulated in a rational sense through such absolute resolution. On the other hand, an effective resolution in our intentional appreciation of a relationship would normally be all that we need more often than not. However, given that our relationships are appreciated through the interrelated lenses of various meta-textual genres it also follows that the reference of those relationships is only being appreciated in those same terms of reference. Given that any one reference could be subjected, hypothetically, to an infinitude of genres it follows that our appreciation of any one reference cannot be exhaustive. Thus, given this inability to absolutely master any one genre let alone an infinitude of the same it follows that our appreciation of any one reference must be severely circumscribed by such limitations. Then, that which cannot be currently appropriated in a rational sphere must belong to a non-rational dimension. Furthermore, given the pervasion of the chaotic, both within the intentional moment or between the same, it follows that an element of the non-rational must forever be present as a potential that could irrupt into and deconstruct the apparent reasonableness of the intentional resolution apparently portrayed, and perhaps betrayed, by such intentional resoluteness. To what extent then are phenomena also tempered by this correlative dimension of the non-rational if not the near irrational? Indeed, what evidence do we have that the world as lived is perhaps more a bizarre non-rational world if not indicative of the near absurdity of an irrational world... even if absolute absurdity is as impossible as absolute reasonableness in all other than that which is dead; that which has met a definitive form of resolution through death? Given that much of human behaviour gives a poor account of itself, cannot absolutely account for itself, etc., should we then not also attempt to understand the role played by this correlative dimension of the non-rational? In this light should we also not accept the experiential fact that the very nature of the self itself cannot be accounted for in any absolute form of presentation, etc., and that this might explain why subjective agents in this world so often attempt to do so many impossible things that our attempted hermeneutic appreciation of intent must ultimately defy even the full insight of the agent themselves..? (0)


In the light of the above, in this essay-paper, first, let me examine the rational, in its apparent reasonableness, then, the non-rational, and its semblance of the bizarre, and, next,  this tentative realm of the irrational, and its imputed presentation of the absurd. That, given this potential for forms and degrees of unreasonableness to underlie all forms of research let us ask just how we should respond to this apparent fact of our existence as we course through this World-of-Life? Ending, again, with a series of provisional conclusions and comments... noting the ramifications this has for how we should perceive the existential economy and its ensuing value formation.... (1)

*Latest version: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html
1.    Grounds for the Non-Rational?


Let me define what is implied in the intentional concept of ‘rational’ in order to explore, through contrast, what is meant by the expression ‘non-rational’ and then, by extension, what might be meant by the expression ‘irrational’ should it be felt that this end of this spectrum has a place in our scheme of things, this world as lived (given, as noted, that we can engage neither any semblance of the absolutely rational nor absolutely irrational nor define an absolute sense of the non-rational [if that were to be treated as the natural end of our spectrum in contrast with the rational]). (2)

Look now at some tentative, provisional definitions. (3)

Let me define the ‘rational’ as non-perpetual, i.e., non-iterative, relatively concordant resolution of intentional(ly organized) process-content. That, in effect, it is productive of the relatively comprehensible. (4)

‘Concordance’ being seen as the effective establishment of intentional forms of resolution. ‘Resolution’ being seen as the confirmed establishment of correlations within and between the textual treatment of the objective, inter-objective, subjective, inter-subjective dimensions; as the confirmed establishment of correlations within and between the meta-textual treatment of genres through concordant adoption and adaptation through adequate and apposite forms of meta-textual sequentialization); as the confirmed establishment of non-textual concordance through the confirmed establishment of correlations within and between the non-textual cognitive treatment of transcendental/trans-cognitive value formation; a general treatment of Aspects finding concordance within and between the Aspects of the Motor-Sensory, Affective, Cognitive and Judgmental Trans-Cognitive; and, in more overall terms between general process-content and its overall critical appreciation in critical transcendental/trans-cognitive terms of reference. Thence the formation, wittingly or unwittingly, in correlational concordance in broad textual terms within and between the cognitive treatment of the textual, meta-textual and non-textual, the four Aspects of the Motor-Sensory, etc., and in general transcendental/trans-cognitive appreciation of our judgmental deliberations. I.e., all aspects that influence the trans-cognitive - cognitive treatment of our intentional constructions. (5)


What allows us to assert that correlational concordance both reflects and constitutes the resolution of intentionally directed (etc.) process-content? (6)


‘Resolution’ is a process of transition or transformation enacted through the realization of the harmonization instituted between the broad textual orientations of the textual, meta-textual and the non-textual, etc. That a process oriented towards redirected ‘transition’ maintains a process of mere, non-chaotic redirection whereas, in contrast, re-directed ‘transformation’ institutes a more radical process of sheer, chaotic re-direction on the incremental back of the former. Thence the implication of the heuristic device of the overall transcendental suspension aka the overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension; as ways of modeling gestalt field phenomena wherein the intentional is simulated through simulated-simulation (thence the simulation of phenomenal-phenomenological presentation, hermeneutic representation and existential re-presentation, etc.). Both transitions and transformation maintaining some degree of core isomorphic invariance that allows us to declare the said transition and/or transformation to be in a state of transition and/or transformation; maintain some degree of identificational interdependence be that in textual, meta-textual or non-textual terms of reference, etc. (7)


Now resolution in a relational context must be adequate and apposite. Too much resolution and the relationship dies and ceases to be simulated in this world as lived. On the other hand, too little resolution and the relationship in question is promptly deconstructed and, likewise, destroyed. No change and ‘nothing’ changes – too much change and nothing remains. Furthermore, the relationship in question, in both extremes, ceases to function. “No semblance of process and ‘nothing’ changes; too much change and the semblance of identity ceases…” along with all its former correlations. Thence this dialectic to be observed in this regard. A question in this context to be explored is whether the non-relational marks the significant contrasting with the rational or can we posit a sense of the irrational as contrasting the non-rational and/or the rational. In the light of this philosophical problem let me observe the following definitions… (8)

Let me define the ‘non-rational’ as non-perpetual, i.e., non-iterative/non-continual, relatively non-concordant/dis-concordant resolution of intentional(ly organized) process-content. (9)

Radical non-concordance or less radical dis-concordance being arrived at through inadequate processes of intentional resolution arising through a variety of possible mechanisms, namely, motivational non-concordance, motivational divergence, incomplete motivational convergence; oversight, non-insightfulness (through a lack of insight); in compliance with unresolved competing external influences through inter-subjective manipulation or force; non-apposite genre identification and explication; distorted, non-existentially oriented value formation; physiological reasons; through amotivated under-commitment, pseudo-psychotic over-commitment, psychotic misdirected commitment… all productive of the relatively bizarre in keeping with the nature of such relative non-concordance or relative dis-concordance. (10)

Let me define the ‘non-rational’ as perpetual, i.e., iterative/continual, relatively non-concordant/dis-concordant resolution of intentional(ly organized) process-content… with the effective formation of the relatively absurd (and its contrasts, by definition, etc., with the ‘relatively reasonable’ and the ‘relatively bizarre’). (11)

Let me give an example that illustrates this threefold distinction between the reasonable, bizarre and absurd. Washing hands (or not washing hands) is rationally directed pattern of intentional  behaviour. On the other hand, over-washing of hands, say for 10 minutes or thereabouts might be perceived as somewhat bizarre… but not absurd. Whereas, in contrast, washing hands for excessively long periods of time (as in an obsessive compulsive disorder, e.g.) would be considered as absurd (especially if the motive in justification was to prevent contamination or infection since, e.g., abrasions, etc., resulting from such excessive behaviour, might well be instrumental in assisting the transmission of that pathologically feared contamination or infection. (12)

Should this spectrum be seen as linear or tri-polar in its modeling? Perhaps context or use might decide this issue but let us assume that in some situations a linear model works well enough, or, that in other situations, a tri-polar configuration might be more effective. In the latter the rational is contrasted by both the bizarre nature of non-rationally oriented phenomena and the absurd nature of irrationally oriented phenomena. The difference, as it currently stands, being between the short-term iteration of the relatively non-rational, and/or, the long term over-iteration of the relatively irrational (without ever asserting an absolute form of any of these distinctions, or, for that matter, any form of distinction, given this dialectical dance between the rational and the non-rational, etc., as situated in the dialectical dynamics of gestalt field (where significance is generated through the contrast of field, focus and apparent intentional subjectivity)? Through patterns of over-iteration/reiteration we arrive at chaotically re-directed patterns of re-iteration which in this context of excessive iteration/re-iteration changes the complexion of the rational to non-rational (in the sense that it is non-concordant or disconcordant, not being adequately and appositely resolved, but, at least, not perpetuated); and manifesting as ‘bizarre’ to an observer at least, and, thence, to the irrational and absurd through continual non-disrupted perpetuation (although never absolutely irrational, without some degree of rational construction given it still operates in intentional consciousness but in an over-iterated, less non-peripheral form of psychic dysfunction). (13)

What other examples might we proffer to illustrate these intentional categories of the reasonable, bizarre and absurd? Proliferation (as examined elsewhere) is often a phenomenon that migrates from the rational to the irrational, and, sometimes, even further to demonstrate or indicate this (tentative) province of the absurd, etc. E.g., it was quite rational for the arriving Maori in New Zealand to feast on their discovery of the moa, a large flightless bird that obviously made a good meal given the considerable quantity of bone material found in middens all over New Zealand. However, it could be considered as perverse and bizarre to have over exploited this wonderful source of food, and, even more perverse if not absurd to have eaten the very last specimens of this species. But the Maoris are no different from contemporary mankind in this regard what with the over-exploitation of elephant ivory or blue fin tuna, etc., etc. More often than not we have an over-abundance of examples in the workplace where the bizarre is often faced, if not recognized, and, where even more bizarre forms of practice invite an appellation of the ‘absurd’. On an almost daily basis I have recounted to me such instances, and, in turn, have my own stock of examples in such misguided intentional dis-concordance or non-concordance to sadly recount. In this light, some optimistic souls have argued that such misguided workplace ‘productivity’ helps to maintain higher levels of employment, whereas, others complain that expected levels in productivity and outcomes are undermined by such bizarre, and absurd, performances of malformed or misinformed, if not, deformed patterns of behaviour. (14)

I do not argue that we can be absolutely rational for a number of reasons I am about to outline. Furthermore I do not consider the non-rational or the irrational to be completely outside the province of the rational given that they must take their place in intentional consciousness for them to be engaged as phenomena that are there-for-us and by such means be experienced through being encountered and recognized. I would also like to look at various mechanisms that redirect (and re-direct) us towards the bizarre if not through further (redirection and) re-direction head us towards the near, uncharted realms of the absurd. I would also like to argue that this form of extrapolation from the bizarre to the absurd can be undertaken… and is regularly undergone. Even though the bizarre may often not be seen as ‘bizarre’, especially by its perpetrators, through, e.g., oversight or lack of insight, still, is anomalous nature should be apparent? But, then, perhaps even the absurd can be rendered as merely ‘bizarre’ or even almost ‘normal’ given the right stratagems in subterfuge be they self-created and/or other-created, in origin and orientation, etc. Also, in the course of this essay-paper, I would like to look more closely at the possible kinds of non-rational behavior and extrapolate back from there to more rational normalized forms of behavior, and, moving in the opposite direction, explore this extrapolation towards a more irrational polarity on this overall spectrum in intentional formation? (15)


In the light of the above, we have tentatively defined the rational as the reasonableness that arises from non-iterative, relatively concordant resolution of intentional(ly organized) process-content. In contrast the non-rational and its apparent semblance of the bizarre arises from the relative, non-iterative dis-concordance or non-concordance in intentional formation. Then, the irrational has been tentatively defined as the non-non-iterative or continual dis-concordance or non-concordance in intentional formation. (as well as intensification of such dis-concordance and/or non-concordance). (16)


Let us now look in closer detail why we cannot argue for absolute rationality and why resolution is realized through a concordance of correlations between relevant aspects that define that situation. (17)


As noted a relationship is in experiential intentionally constituted experience (and by scientific extrapolation in non-experiential/non-intentional reality...) as the result of a process of ongoing, non-absolute resolution of relational difference in that associated hierarchical set of relevant fields. Perfect resolution and the relationship ceases, whereas, in contrast, imperfect and inadequate resolution and the relationship is deconstructed. Between these two polarities we have a spectrum of possibilities that could see that relationship in question wax or wane; find preservation and possible conservation or loose its conservation and then its preservation. In this regard, only through ongoing apposite and adequate resolution is the relational able to persist in experiential time and space; i.e., be found there for-us when actively engaged. (18)


Just as the relationship is constituted in intentional experience through iterative retention that meets or correlates with protentional expectations it follows that our intentional experience of a relationship will follow along the same lines of ongoing iterative reconstitution in intentional constitution. This iterative element being a combination of both non-chaotic, incremental reiteration and chaotic, non-incremental re-iteration. However, such intentional constitution is not enacted in inner world of consciounsenss incommensurable with the so-called 'external world', but, rather, in the mediated-immediacy of the Life-World itself, in this world as lived. Incremental additions and/or subtractions in input establishing the reiterative embodied basis of the relationship in question whilst its chaotically oriented re-iterative semblance of re-direction in identity formation, value formation, etc. Thence this core correlational structure between reiterative and re-iterative aspects of the intentional constitution of phenomenal-phenomenological experience and its establishment, therein, of relationships in a process of thematization that are both embodied and embedded in this world as lived as grounded in the transcendental possibilities of the Life-World, this one World-of-Life... Furthermore, given that all relationships are directly engaged it follows that objective dimension when directly engaged is just that, namely, directly engaged. However, given a virtual component in our expectations how are we to judge whether we are in a non-virtual relationship (of an imagined engagement) or a non-virtual relationship (of a direct engagement)? Through the comparative examination of the value formation attendant upon that experience under such critical appreciation to the extent that in our potential expectations certain expectation are only met usually in more direct forms of engagement. When we eat an apple, e.g., we would normally expect that our physiological hunger to find a commensurately satisfactory degree of appeasement, etc. (19)


In the ongoing transitions and transformations of intentional consciousness we meet a dialectic where core aspects relatively maintain a certain degree of isomorphic invariance whilst non-core aspects are subject to such transitions and transformations. Through isomorphic invariance correlations are established and maintained. Disrupting that level and manner of invariance then re-establishes the relationship in a transformation of identity with such newly established identities either multiplying through division or agglutinating through addition, or, effectively disappearing on either side of that spectrum between division and combination. (20)


What brings to our attention the nature of the relationship currently in question be that constituted by-us for-us or for-us by-others? The selection of the appropriate genre (or series and/or set/s of genres) to hand or to face. When we look at an apple we expect to be looking at an apple. When we look at it as something to eat now we look at it to determine if it is ripe and ready to eat, whether it would be nice to eat? If we were looking at that apple in order to put it in a still life we might hope it be a near perfect representation of its kind although the painter can improve upon its appearance should they wish too and are capable of executing that realistic style of portrayal. Then, again, if someone were planning to go to a political meeting of a politician not liked by that person and intended to through an apple at them imperfections in its appearance or taste  would be of little concern in that regard. Indeed, an ideal apple in that situation might be either an unripe one or one that is starting to rot.... (21)


An apposite choice of genre or genres adequately enacted should effectively realize the appreciation of a rational state of affairs. And usually that is the end of the matter... intentionally we move on to engage the next set of relationships now the subject of our attention. However, we are in no position to make the claim that we have an absolutely indubitable experience given there are times when we are wrong and the suspicion should remain that we could well be wrong again. Of course we will not be absolutely wrong either. Moreover, given that most of the time we can navigate and negotiate this world without too much difficulty this issue of indubitability is more a philosophical issue rather than one rooted in natural experience. This problematic philosophical region being divided between phenomenal-phenomenological considerations, hermeneutic considerations and existential considerations (concerning matters of value). In the first we find a semblance of correlations between phenomenal inputs/outputs and phenomenological inputs/outputs. Certain experiences being intentionally ascribed to one aspect or the other in this instance but always in the form of a correlation between apparent objective, inter-objective, subjective and inter-subjective correlations, etc. E.g., a desire to eat a certain apple-phenomenon (be it imagined, remembered or apparently to hand, etc.) and the manifestation of that phenomenological object taking a more objective aspect in this set of correlations. Especially if we wish to eat a non-virtual apple. Out satisfactory digestion of an apple relatively confirming that apparent correlation between our subjective desire to eat a certain non-virtual apple and our successful gustation and gastronomic appropriation of the same. This meeting and matching of our correlations establishing the resolution of both the intent behind those intentions and their very process of intentional constitution itself within and between objectives as focalized within their associated fields, etc. Why is intentional resolution established through confirmed forms of correlation? Because the way we entertain the same, in broad textual terms of reference, is between the dialectically engaged polar aspects or moments of the overall hermeneutic circle/overall transcendental suspension. Resolution may be engaged in the relevant field through a confirmed matching of field and focus but the ongoing nature of this resolution is realized through a matching of field, focus and field-and-focus as discussed elsewhere (in our examinations of both the suspension or hermeneutic circle as defined elsewhere, or, in our examinations of the gestalt nature of fields as the overlap in the epistemological organization of the psyche and our psychic interactions with others, etc. The dialectical nature arising through the ongoing interaction between similarity and dissimilarity at the core of such a transformation (be that arrived at through an incremental transitions and/or non-incrementally arrived at transformations). The essential point being this that a relationship is a relationship engaged between what is both held in common and what is different with such similarity being neither absolutely identical nor absolutely non-identical. Thence this dialectical style of engagement where some degree of correlations are engaged whilst also not meeting an absolute form of engagement or an absolute for of non-engagement. Correlations, wittingly or unwittingly entertained, being constructed in terms of objective, inter-objective correlates, etc., in textually oriented experience, between genres as meta-textually oriented correlates, and, as non-textually oriented correlates being entertained between various ordered forms of expressions in value formation, etc.  This qualified confirmation, when successfully arrived at, through resolution, of an ongoing correlation therein being found to reinforce our understanding of the nature of the intentional appreciation of that thought-process, currently in question before our attention, as a series and/or set/s of ideas, settling on determining what correlations may or may not be present when our expectations are further examined in and through that  associated type of genre, etc. Our critical appreciation merely asking for appositeness and adequacy of enaction in the light of those genres invoked and their associated expectations. (22)


Given that the effective resolution of our rhetorical appreciation of that relational situation currently to hand is now arrived at, when that is the case, this relationship for us immediately is backgrounded in the arising of new intentional considerations. That granted, just how absolutely effective can we be in our intentional appreciation of the world when we at most can only bring forward a small set of relevant genres. Given that we can only appreciate phenomenal presentations through a small number of genres and then only in either an effective manner or an ineffective manner but never in an absolutely indubitable manner it then follows that our appreciation of a phenomenon to hand or a series and/or set/s of phenomena to hand can only be a small fraction of the aspect or aspects currently before such considerations. Thus our appreciation of the natural world is but a taste of a taste of a faint when seen in this light. However, be that as it may, still we see what we are seeking and if we find it meets our phenomenal-phenomenological expectations then we feel we have in equal measure some small comprehension of that phenomenon or phenomena under such circumscribed scrutiny. Then, the fact that our intentional lives appear so fragile and speculative, riddled with a lack of insight or misunderstood through defective forms of oversight, is further disturbed and thinned through problems with how we witness events and place them in memory besides being distorted through forms of ever-present ideology that may or may not assist us in our passage through this World-of-Life. Indeed, phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential considerations can all be at fault in our appreciation of things as they are as they find themselves constituted in intentional consciousness be that in a subjective mode or an inter-subjective mode, etc. However, we should also proffer some small corrective to this apparent recipe for a misapprehension of phenomena through noting that even though we cannot be absolutely right neither can we be absolutely wrong! Furthermore, our ongoing engagement with this world as lived is one that is incrementally productive and also one that can rectify a large number of mistaken inputs through continual re-engagement and critical reflection, when and where that is possible, etc. (23)


The upshot of this taking a metaphorical scalpel to this analysis of intentional constitution is to arrive at the understanding that although we are severely handicapped in our ongoing appreciation of the world as lived, still, through ongoing engagement we can rectify and normalize much of our intentional appreciation of this world at large. Certainly in those aspects that invoke our being to hand or being to face and finding correlations between such configurations allow us to make a certain degree of progress in such affairs (at least, sometimes, hopefully more often than not, helping us to recognize the current limits of our engagement in that regard and, thereby, helping us to not  let ourselves go beyond those speculative limits unless that form or engagement be recognized as expectational and realizable and/or speculative in orientation.... (24)


Now it is time to also realize that the reasonableness of our rational enterprise itself can be undermined by an element of the non-rational. Let me now examine this irruption of the non-rational sphere or spheres into the domain of rational experience as constituted in and through intentionally constituted experience (and then the possible irruption of the irrational to produce, etc., an element that might move beyond the semblance of the bizarre, whether witnessed or not witnessed as such,  and move us towards the potentially terrifying realms of the irrational and absurd). (25)

2.    Evidence for the Irruption of the Non-Rational (in the Form of the Bizarre?)?


The presentation of the seemingly irrational and bizarre, whether witnessed as such or not, is often clothed or cloaked in a mantle of non-insightfulness or misplaced oversightfulness. Our intuition might tell us that we dealing with bizarre, a state of affairs that is just not quite right, but through iteration, if not over-iteration people forget just how bizarre that situation to hand or to face really was and should remain if it were correctly appreciated.. Imagine the horror that might be experienced by the charge of a missionary when they are informed that in the ritual of the Eucharist the wafer about to be eaten is of and from the body of a dead person and that the wine that might be about to be drunk, if only by the priest, is the blood of and from that same dead person. Or, inform a devout Buddhist that the Buddha, a celibate monk, or some other enlightened being represented in a Tantric icon is actually in sexual congress with a feminine counterpart or yogini. But such 'shock, horror' infiltrates every day of our lives in ways we often barely register. The secular dimension is rampant with bizarre behaviour that through excessive iteration is more overlooked than found confronting. Indeed, one area of intense interaction is the workplace where some brave souls might argue that non-rational behaviour there may well be more the norm. (26)


We have two ways to critically demonstrate this 'phenomenon' (or 'set of phenomena') that is indicative of this semblance of the bizarre that characterizes this sense entailed in this concept of the non-rational (in contrast, on one hand, with the rational, and on the other, with the tentative category of the irrational and its sense of the absurd), namely, a carefully constructed, theoretical set of prescriptions-descriptions that articulate mechanisms for non-rational performances and the depiction of instances of the bizarre along with a post mortem that can be used to reinforce our theoretical exposition in this regard, etc., and v.v. This dialectical interaction between the same also having a practical dimension in bringing before the public a need to re-normalize what is often overlooked, misinterpreted, unaccounted for or just escapes our insightfulness, etc., both individually and collectively, and, both privately and politically. Because I perceive a dialectical-like interaction between these two aspects of our research program let me briefly introduce a tentative list of mechanisms where bizarre behaviour issues forth and a set of examples which can then be used to demonstrate this list that models defective patterns of non-resolved thematization be that through disconformance or non-conformance, etc. (27)


This list that models defective styles in resolutional-conformance is tentative and provisional. On this open list I propose the following major headings of proliferation, non-convergence, distortion, oversight, non-insightfulness and concreteness. Let me briefly discuss each of these categories in turn. (28)


Proliferation is the incremental distortion imposed upon a form of practice that through unintended consequences, etc., is subsequently productive of bizarre patterns of behaviour. (29)


Non-convergence concerns the non-resolution of interacting motivational loci with a divergence, incomplete convergence, diffusion, loss of interaction and/or inappropriate super-imposition of the same. E.g, a person could have two key motivational drivers that are not adequately scoped by processes of mediated resolution, be they not appositely and adequately addressed by the person themselves or by others; be that on a non-professional basis or on a professional basis. In this regard motivational influences that induce a divergence of relatively non-resolved or un(der)resolved motivation. In this regard we note divergence, incomplete convergence, etc. In sleep we have the perfect example of diffusion and its ultimate dis-empowering of the individual. Or, competing centers of motivational influences are just not interrelated effectively, say, in reflective consciousness (from a critical trans-cognitive perspective). Or, sources of motivation are super-imposed and conflated in a forced form of détente; inevitably acting/non-acting as a recipe for partial immobility, stagnation, paralysis, etc. (30)


Distortion concerns ideological influences that induce misinterpretation/s of what otherwise might have been effectively resolved forms of rationally oriented behaviour. E.g., as might occur in forms of ontological and/or epistemological over-commitment have been noted under the rubric of a pseudo psychosis as examined elsewhere. As might occur under adverse peer group influences and pressures, and/or, as might occur from adverse influences instigated from more authoritarian sources, etc. (31)


Oversight is a form of insightless supervision where forms of dis-concordance and non-concordance are just not seen and consequently and subsequently, remain unaddressed. (32)


Non-insightfulness is a form of inner oversightfulness where dis-concordance and non-concordance are just not seen and felt, and, consequently and subsequently, remain unaddressed. (33)


Concreteness is a category that notes the over-literal treatment of the metaphorical that attends upon our thinking in the wake of some form and degree of psychosis be that centered in a pseudo-psychosis, and/or, in a psychosis that is organic, affective, cognitive and/or trans-cognitive in orientation, or, the constitutional concreteness attendant upon certain conditions like perhaps, e.g., an autistic spectrum disorder/s, and similar (often indicated in an absence or loss of humour, the inability to appreciate the abstract, a tendency to reinforce patterns of stasis, rigidity, non-flexibility, non-adaptability, non-innovation, etc.). (34)


Now, let me recount a number of anecdotes in the course of this essay-paper and then let me analyze them through the use of this compound lens incorporating these six categories of proliferation, etc., or, at least imply that this type of treatment is intended to the extent that its more apposite categories are being indicated. (35)


In one hospital I am told that, through a proliferation of practice, the continual observation of psychiatric patients has become a very technical discipline, almost a science if not quite an art. Originally, people who needed to be observed more closely were either accorded, on rare occasions, a care level one where observation was continuous or a care level two where observation is continually conducted every ten minutes. Initially the limit was set at a maximum of five patients on a care level two. Of course if an incident appears to be in progress it would be immediately attended to. This pattern of observation became formalized over time through the nurse doing these observations being expected to sign a document to the effect that such observations of patients on a care level two were conducted every ten minutes.  However, in moving to a larger ward it now takes ten minutes for one nurse to do a complete round. Moreover, rounds for a further category of observations conducted every thirty minutes are signed for on another sheet. Whilst patients that are neither categories one, two or three are given a category four status and a document that notes all patients in the ward is signed every two hours. Furthermore, through proliferation, three quarters of the patients in the ward end up on a care level two or three. What works for the careful observation of a few patients becomes bizarre when most of the ward is placed under such supervision, or, rather, lack of it. How can the nurses on this ward be watching these patients in the manner as stated on these forms, and duly signed for, when it takes some time to sign these documents and the nurses need to perform a range of other tasks from admissions to discharges, assisting the medical team, the giving of medication, counseling, taking observations, writing of nursing notes, etc. Given that any disturbed behaviour, a patient with an unknown history, even, often, just mere admission to the ward would score a care level two so that as a result nearly half the ward would be placed on this greater  'level of care'. On the other hand, reviews could only be done by doctors who had a number of other more pressing priorities and so changes in patient status were often left overlooked for days at a time. Generally patients had little understanding of what care level they were on unless told since they could be on care levels one to four and still get no leave. The categorization of leave, through proliferation in it own sphere, also became another complex science and art form as to whether the patients were to be escorted and by whom or unescorted and whether such an event was to take place for ten minutes or quarter of an hour or twenty minutes or half an hour, etc., and then on one occasion or twice, three times or four times a day. Furthermore, since the the ward in question is not well designed for rounds, and relentless proliferation of practice has taken place as noted, through unintended consequences, subsequent institutional pressures promoting conformity have altogether conspired to completely subverted the very raison d'être behind what were the reasonable and well meaning intentions that originally grounded its initial institution. However, in reality, the mindless articulation of such practice has rendered it relatively less rational, and more non-rational, indeed, have left it in a form that is all quite bizarre if you were to look at it from either a sensible or legal point of view. For the practitioners themselves through excessive repetition even the relatively impossible eventually takes on a more normal complexion. On one occasion the contradictions and bizarre impossibilities of this type of performance were explained to a certain reasonable nursing unit manager who in the end, through institutional pressures of practice, etc., found they could only leave it in the too hard basket. How would you address the anomalies of this situation given that the net result of such proliferation was to take the nurses' attention away from those very patients who really did deserved to be more closely monitored?  (36)


De-proliferation is one form of corrective practice although to lessen proliferation in one department of concern is to often let some other form of proliferation take its place. The re-institution of limits is an obvious solution as well as instituting reviews when needed and called for. I have suggested democratization of the work place is another measure that might encourage less mindless institutionalized conformity of practice. Along with an empowering of individuals and special purpose committees. A nurse normally sees themselves as a professional person and observations on a professionally perceived needs basis would normally have been conducted. Formalization of this process, along with proliferative tendencies, as noted elsewhere, is an institutional type of response to a more deep seated anxiety entertained by that type of institution that untoward situations need to be circumvented at all costs given the adverse ramifications that follow on in their wake… which is all very understandable. But, processes that better recognize these anxieties and deal with them in a more apposite and adequate manner are obviously better called for. As implied, a consequential analysis is often needed on a regular basis along with a recognition that the basis intent behind   institutionally corrupted praxis more often than not merely needs to be re-instituted rather than the often unproductive disruptions engineered in revolutions that attempt to institute the ideological preferences of an individual or set of individuals divorced from the reality of that specific 'coalface' in question. Ultimately, decisions that effect others, under normal circumstances, should be crafted with their cooperation... and mindful of their engaged insightfulness....  (37)


Competing loci in a model of non-convergence indicate how different forms of defective resolutional concordance might be modeled given an inadequate resolution of such psychic forces. We have the classic scene, e.g., of a mother with a child going past the ice-cream section in a supermarket and where the child through putting on a tantrum manipulates the mother into soon gratifying this sudden desire for an icecream and, in the process, the child has inadvertently taught the mother into doing their bidding. Now that parents are no longer afforded the right to physically punish a child, especially in public, they seem at a loss as to how to deal with this type of situation given these new social constraints. All of this might even occur against a backdrop where one or both parties would rather finish such shopping and get home in order to have their lunch or evening meal. In effect, indicating competing forms of motivational loci. The child wants an ice-cream now, so nice displayed in the supermarket but only the mother can do this for the child. Mother wants to do her shopping and get home and prepare food for that time of the day. Immediate gratification needs to be skilfully subverted by the mother for both parties. Processes of resolution need to be entered into. The mother could tell the child, e.g., that they are having ice-cream as a second course that day... only if they behave. That if they were to carry on they won't get any ice-cream that day. Or, mum might suggest that they go to the bookshop and buy a children's book of the child's choice instead, etc. At all costs ensuring that the child does not condition the mother into rewarding their child's non-acceptable behaviour... because next time it would be harder to undo such unacceptable habits. The resolution of motivation taking a number of geometric directions. E.g., reversing forms of diversion; ensuring a greater degree of convergence and integration of motivational synthesis when such resolution has not gone far enough; avoiding a process of derailing in all directions, or, forced forms of compromise where and when all associated forms of motivation are effectively canceled out, etc., etc. The reader, for their own interest, might like to look more closely into this aspect of motivational resolution and how different patterns between competing loci might be better dealt with, in different situations, given that motivational forces do appear to have a certain autonomy of influence if left more to their own devices in the light of conventional approaches to this topic, i.e., those genres to hand that promote and advance such forms of psychic integration? (38)


Distortion is either actively and/or passively engineered through entertaining a non-apposite and/or inadequate interpretation of relevant genres to hand, etc., in the framing of a certain situational-event through such mal-adoption and mal-adaptation  assisted through defective processes in the uptake of genre and in the sequentialization of their meta-textual practice. Distortion, wittingly or unwittingly, is either engineered by someone that either represents themselves or some organization, or, is engineered by some other representative/s be that calculated for the benefit of themselves, the benefit of others directly effected by such interpretations/misinterpretations, without relation to processes of calculated cost-benefit-analysis and/or existentially redirected through a critically simulated, apposite relational lens/ series and/or set/s of lenses that correlate with our embodiment/s and embeddedness with-others, before-others....   (39)


Resolution is enacted when distortions in our appreciation of our relationships are de-distorted thence this explicit and/or implicit imperative for processes of rectification to take place in the appreciation of our more significant correlations and alignments. However the more insightful, if not empowered, stand to be either ignored or overridden when they set out to act on the behalf of the relationship/s in question  in this regard. Furthermore, all insight stands to be better re-constructed in and through a supportive, positive, inter-personal frame of reference rather than in and through a non-supported, relatively negative, personal context. Too little insight may be problematic, but, so too, too much insight can also be counter-productive.... (40)


The negatively engendered form of oversight can be either endemic or incrementally induced. Without apposite and adequate reflection oversight fails and insight  effectively is lost for the duration that that anomaly in intentional formation is rendered inoperative given this exposure of such limits and our finding ourselves attempting to transgress such natural limitations imposed on intentional formation, trans-intentional enaction, value formation, value amplification, critical appreciation, etc. As noted oversight, or rather, a lack of over-insightful supervision, is either already present or induced through incremental inducements. The over-iterated repetition of the bizarre can eventually loose its aura of incongruity and, eventually, help engineer a background form of  apparent increasing normality. I remember catching a bus to go home early one Saturday morning, after working in a psychiatric ward,  to note that the bus driver could not be seen driving this bus but that the other three passengers on this bus were all 'hearing voices' and bizarrely responding to their audition of internal stimuli. It left me feeling quite 'odd' that I was not doing the same. Or, workers in a concentration camp devoted to some form of ethnic cleansing may well be co-opted, initially, to do tasks that have no obvious relationship to purpose of that institution. However, over time, incrementally exposed in small does to such increasingly inhumane practices so as to become, eventually, institutionalized and fully complicit in their execution.... (40)


Non-insightfulness can be either endemic or incrementally induced, and, is an inability either to see patterns of mis-concordance (i.e., partial dis-concordance and non-partial non-concordance) or to not to see patterns of concordance. Where, in practice, either correlations are projected that don't exist, at least in that manner and/or to that degree currently imputed, or, correlations that do exist are just not noted or just not noted in an integrated fashion... with an ensuing adverse impact on theoretical, practical and critical factors in the intentional re-direction of the psyche; i.e., the co-option and co-operation of such factors, necessary to better facilitate our passage through this world as lived. As noted, a suitable, supportive context for insight also needs to be to hand and to face... given that the irruption of the reasonable can be upsetting, that the irruption of the relatively non-rational can be de-stabalizing, and, that the imputed influence of the irruption of the relatively irrational could be completely disruptive given that the non-rational still appeals to the notional intent of the rational in its partial semblance of some degree of reasonableness; which is how the bizarre can be read as a corruption of intent, whereas, in contrast, the absurd renders intent near meaningless and so foreign so as to be outside all reasonable limits, indeed, reveal those limits beyond which reason cannot pass... should not even attempt to pass...! (41)


Concreteness is usually indicative of some form of psychosis or close equivalent wherein that person's powers of metaphorical or analogical reasoning are lost with an ensuing loss in reasoning, flexibility, adaptability, along with the uptake of a tendency to literally identify with such 'abstract' identities in their sheer concreteness. Again, patterns of behaviour that devolve from such defective intentional formation taking on an increasing bizarre complexion. However, let it be known that we do not need to be psychotic or pseudo-psychotic or para-psychotic to demonstrate the bizarre in patterns of iteration in our own behaviours. As noted, the workplace is notorious as a locus of such behaviours, or, perhaps more correctly, misbehaviours... (42)


Let me continue with a few more anecdotes, all quite recent in origin, and let us look at them through this six-fold lens as noted above... (43)


A friend of mine, working as a civil servant, in a department that should not be named, tells me that their job or position has just been abolished, but, that they need to continue with and complete the tasks already underway as defined in that now non-existent job description. Furthermore, they have been asked to declare a preference for a position when none as yet have been formally defined, declared and advertized. This is also set in a context of imminent job losses of a number that would necessitate non-voluntary redundancies on a large scale. As you would no doubt expect the entire department is so demoralized as to be rendered dysfunctional. The workers there, in this bizarre and surreal state of high anxiety, continually seizing upon rumours and occasional statements from the head of that department and down as to what they imagine might or might not be about to happen to either themselves or others... and even the very value of their work in this government department itself... (44)


In this anecdote above we have irruptions of the bizarre by virtue of the anomalous nature of the relatively reduced concordance, i.e., mis-concordance brought about through dis-concordance and non-corcordance, engineered, wittingly or unwittingly, in this anomalous state of affairs. Your job is abolished but you still perform tasks under its shadow. You are asked what you would like to do when the new department is reshaped without its reconfiguration being defined for you. And all of this enacted as if upon the sinking Titanic where you are being asked to sit on a decreasing number of chairs knowing both chairs and people are going to be thrown over board. All done in a 'spirit of economy' that is so demoralizing that can only be conducive to the aspirations of the rich and powerful, both politically inspired or inspired by forms of excessive pecuniary self-enrichment... in their taking advantage of such dysfunctional government departments! In reflection one must wonder whether this continual turning of 'the madhouse over to the inmates', perhaps, was more a deliberate act of policy... given that government policies seem increasingly to be written more by the parties concerned for the parties concerned...? (45)


Or, consider the increasingly barbaric and savage nature of the workplace when, in another government department, the departmental subsection in question was shrunk and then abolished with the remaining workers being given voluntary redundancies or new positions with a loss in wages from ten to twenty thousand dollars. Having mortgages, in a depressed housing market, meant they had no real options other than to accepting those new positions where they would end up doing comparable work for less pay with the expectation that they should still work long hours on their reduced salaries. Or, in another government departments, where similar jobs to those that already have them, have been re-gassetted and dropped down a couple of grades. Same work and responsibilities but now with less pay for those new workers hired under such agreements. Surely a recipe for resentment given that we once believed that equal work should have equal pay, and, experience in the work place should also be recognized and duly compensated in some form or other. Although there has been a recent fanfare over a maternity scheme that better rewards the better paid, fundamentally, the long drawn out march towards equal pay for women, in this rabid atmosphere of misplaced austerity, cannot bode well for the stronger sex. (46)


Things might look like business as usual but the anomalous nature of the bizarre has the habit of irrupting from below the surface of a rather superficial normalcy. Increment by increment the chaotic is finally arrived at, and, the irruption of such re-directed change, in varying degrees of intensity, could be positive, neutral or negative in its consequences be they intended, mis-intended, unintended and/or non-intended! Indeed, work away at this potential destabalization of the 'marketplace'... and who knows what form the 'market' might assume along with a change in the ethos associated with the same..? The seemingly relentless pursuit of the bizarre at some point reaching a point of absurdity... with the wrong people laughing at the damage more often inflicted on the less well off...! (47)


This irruption of the bizarre is not just an occasional occurrence. Watch your daily new on television and you will find instances iterated ad nauseum. Children, woman and elderly slaughted in the defense of some other country when these parties are obviously too powerless to attack the belligerent country in question. Or, when a refugee or potential refugee, more often than not, be they an adult or child, is detained for months and years, subjected to horrendous psychological pressures and then expected to fend for themselves when finally accepted by that uncivilized country in question or some other perhaps obviously more civilized than the former... (48)


...and so the list goes on... with a mad momentum of its own... to the extent that perhaps we should revisit our notion of reality and perceive the realm of the non-rational, the less rational... to be the new normality... and, then, hopefully, rue the day we collectively let things slide into such alienation and inauthenticity... rousing us to re-set our moral compasses and become re-engaged in this world with-other, for-other..? Lest we be 'blest' with this misguided notion that the rational can be reached without effort, that it is our destiny that we must all make inevitable progress towards... and that it is our right to enjoy, revel in its forever obtainable state of reasonableness, love, sweetness and light... without ever having to work, and re-work, for a more satisfactory ongoing sense and semblance of resolution... concordance through such de-mis-concordance... an alignment with the way things are in this world we should wish to live for-others, before-others... that they might live for-us..?! (49)

3.    Evidence for the Relatively Irrational (in the Form of the Absurd?)?


Now, let us direct ourselves to the question, previously posed, as to whether there is a difference between 'the non-rational realm of the bizarre' and 'the irrational realm of the absurd'? (50)


I would like to propose the following tentative solution to this puzzle. The bizarre nature of the non-rational arises through the less rational nature of the bizarre. Its rational core gives its some degree of significance albeit diminished and an ability to eventually masquerade with some air of normality when over-iterated; creating a sense of background stability in that regard where the bizarre, over time, can be 're-written' as less bizarre or even relatively normal in that re-contexted context. In this atmosphere of  re-valued significance we can then introduce the experience of the absurd as a more extreme form of bizarre behaviour that cannot be so easily re-normalized as near normal or nearly normal. Furthermore, through a repetitive iteration, re-iteration, a chaotic state almost outside our comprehension might arise that takes on this element of mere non-comprehension or sheer uncomprehension. Thence our introduction to the entrance of the absurd! A realm of bewilderment where we must grapple to make sense of the irrational phenomenon or phenomena we are trying to embrace or, more likely, that seems to have embraced us... taken us to an anomalous state that cannot be glossed over as near 'normal'. An anomalous state whose conundrum cannot be adequately comprehended but which may seem to have comprehended us... and leave us in a disturbed and psychotic-like state of being where our preconceptions are deconstructed and gutted... before, and if, we return to this semblance of a world as lived... where we can continue to feel at home even though ever beneath that seductive complacency our natural condition is to be 'more homeless in this world' whose only true rational state of being is death... pure and simple... the perfect resolution of our, otherwise, ongoing travails, trials and tribulations...! (51)

4.    Provisional Conclusions and Comments?


If we were to accept that the absolutely rational is effectively death, and, the absolutely irrational is complete and utter meaninglessness and pure nonsense, then we can safely speculate that this leaves us on a continuum or spectrum in between. That, at one end, we will find the relatively rational and its attractive aura of reasonableness, and, then, the relatively (less rational) non-rational and its exhibition of a less attractive bizarre character, and, perhaps, at the other end, the relatively irrational and its potentilly shocking manifestation of the absurd... Or, rather, the overly bizarre that can find no redemption, through its continual mis-concordance, being without pretence and not otherwise, being just quite absurd... the near absence of some form of significance that might resolve, dissolve our bewilderment, if not torment, as we stand before its deconstructive and destructive absence! Asking “what?” and “why?”... without finding a definitive answer...! (52)


Given this ontology and epistemology of engagement; from that which can be engaged to that which cannot be directly engaged, let us ask what ramifications might follow from this sense of repositioning... no longer seeing the intentional world purely as a rational realm of the reasonable? (53)


Then, it could also be asked, even if the quite bizarre, i.e., the absurd, should have some residual semblance of experience for-us, if only through engaging its absence, what right have we to treat it as both 'bewildering and tormenting'? However, if we were to treat it as the 'archetypal grounds' for the psychotic how then could we regard it as anything other than 'bewildering and tormenting'..? Given that our removal from the relatively concordant realm of the intentional is often nothing other than a transition beginning with an uneasy element of irritableness progressing on to a more and more profound loss of value and self-value and thence on to a domain of personal horror, alienation, helplessness and hopelessness, and, thence, on to the deep, dark black desert of a near complete fragmentation and catatonic paralysis of the disintegrated psyche...? (54)


...and not just as a realm visited upon the poor psychotic! There are moments in the life of every person when we must all confront the infinite 'terrors' of human existence... be it not only in our having to having to face disease and death but also the anguish written on the faces of others re-written in horrific acts of war and disaster... to the sometimes senseless inhumanity of those around us... to those unkind acts of destiny that leave us profoundly 'homeless' in a world we took to be our 'home' in this hitherto so-called 'reasonable world as lived'..? (55)


What lessons might we learn from accepting and reflecting upon this re-positioning of our understanding of our 'world as lived' to be also, at the same time, a 'world we might feel even more not to be at home within'..? (56)


Putting aside the rhetoric and hyperbole, at this point, just what are we allowed to conclude? The relatively rational nature of our intentional existences is not completely reasonable, that this residue of 'the relatively unreasonable' is the relatively non-rational and takes on a bizarre or bizarre-like complexion. Then, through reiteration, before long, even the relatively bizarre, and its dis-concordance or non-concordance, can be more easily overlooked. For various reasons that which is not concordant, either in itself or in its context of presentation, can be progressively disengaged through a variety of mechanisms that circumvent a more insightful form of engagement. Then, in the other direction, the quite bizarre can take on an aura of near permanent absurdity. It is tentatively suggested that the incremental and continual intensification of the bizarre nature of the relatively non-rational could induce the formation of a chaotic state that then opens us up to the relatively irrational but never the absolutely irrational; given that even the irrational has to be constituted in intentional consciousness through some residual degree of concordance. That, obviously, the same applies even more to the non-rational. (57)


As briefly noted, that which is not concordant is either dis-concordant or non-concordant. Concordance being arrived at through resolution in the intentionally constructed ideational process. Dis-concordance being a weakening of this process at that nominated/denominated level of epistemological organization in question whereas non-concordance is as a severing of links on the nominated/denominated level in epistemological organization. Say, one has been minding a child and we are walking along a beach together. Now your attention wanders for whatever reason and you loose that child. Through dis-concordance we find our attention has been allowed to wander elsewhere. Realizing the child is lost lets us re-engage, through de-dis-concordance, with this project of finding that child. Once the child is found that project of 'finding that child' is now treated in a non-concordant fashion given that one now hopes to maintain a more concordant program of adequate supervision. (58) 


In concordance we find an ongoing progressive harmonic correlation between the objective, inter-objective, subjective and inter-subjective dimensions from textual, meta-textual and non-textual perspectives, etc. Hence the implication of textual depositions (as texts), hermeneutic aspirations in the form of noting the relevance of specific genres of behaviour, and, our interactive and integrated intersection with six ordered forms of value formation as noted elsewhere. In this aspect of our research we metaphorically  encounter our 'moral compass/es' in so far as we are able to critically enter into making judgments centered on the polarity of the Ego (namely, assessments in the the aesthetical-essential, de-ontological and pragmatical categories as situated in the second, third and fourth orders respectively). (59)


Given this exposition above, then let us ask just how do text(ual deposition)s, genres of behaviour, and, the formation of values find forms of commensurate interaction and intentional integration to some extent or other? Through forms of mediated correlation. In this we need to regard such intentional artefacts, as noted, i.e., texts, etc., as by-products, projections, reifications, hypostatizations, etc., of processes and content re-directed in the transformational matrix of the overall transcendental suspension/overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension, etc. Then, only through the ongoing intentional formation can these virtual constructs be actualized or treated as non-virtual despite the fact that they cannot be isolated from their matrix of origination. In this next essay-paper let me look at this process of the relative isolation of intentional constructs and  how our moral compasses can be re-envisaged and re-activated in an ethically re-instituted process of critical reflection promoted through forms of relative concordance in intentional formation engineered and engaged in and between those relevant aspects productive of intentional formation, intentional enaction, consequential analysis, value amplification, and critical reflection in oversightfulness-and-insightfulness. (60)


One moral we might like to subscribe to is that of eternal vigilance. A society with increasing anomalies, bizarre states passed off as 'reality' whose ultimate end can only lead to disruptions, revolutions, the inevitable destruction of value before its restoration. On the other hand, a society that oversubscribes to the reasonableness of rational discourse is an equal worry... in whose hands we find ourselves metaphorically and non-metaphorically ‘murdering’ others in the name of cold consistency and ideological purity... oversubscribing to an extremist brand of political conformity… of whatever is the current fashion in such associated political nightmares... No, we must endeavour to find reasonable forms of resolution without insisting on a definite position... or an absolute response. People need to be re-empowered and re-enfranchised,
 to make their own way with others, with-others, since the value in this world is only realized through our relationships, and, relationships are only realized through their ongoing resolution. Too much resolution and we meet death, and, too little resolution we are more quickly heading towards the same... but our passage... through processes of ongoing resolution means we can find some degree of resoluteness... an existential receptiveness to changing circumstances, changing scenes and changing actors... The world cannot be seen adequately through the eyes of any one person... and even a thousand faces cannot see into every nook and cranny, every nuance reality has for us. Therefore, let us remain open to the-as-yet-unknown, perceive the bizarre to be in need of resolution, and steer ourselves away from the realm of the absurd... where sense, meaning and meaningfulness have been allowed to waste away into the nihilistic quicksands of the valueless... through the de-enrichment, mis-concordance, non-concordance, non-correlation, non-resolution, mis-alignment and non-alignment of our relationships with others, with-others.... (61)

     






        Noël Tointon, Sydney, 2.8.14.
�         Re-empowered without and re-enfranchised within the associated minor life-world in question.






