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Introduction


Let me say from the outset that I do not recommend this book. If you only having a passing interest in both philosophy and politics I strongly suggest you “move on”, and realize there is “nothing to see here”. On the other hand, if you are up for a challenge, have a strong philosophical interest in politics, then you might wish to read this densely sketched out tome in order to challenge me to better argue for what is entailed here, which I admit, remains a work in progress. Although provisional in fact, in practice this set of essays does proffer much advice in how we should view, interact and critique the world of the political. If you want to disagree with me on my observations and comments then you will need to strongly argue to yourself as to why you entertain that degree of non-alignment. On the other hand, finding my arguments forceful and finding yourself agreeing with them without real comprehension does neither of us a favour in this regard. In effect, this work is a manifesto that hopes to reconstitute the political world in such a manner that both preserves and conserves its democratic basis; i.e., respectively, prevents its destruction and adds to its consolidation and ability to generate an amplification in positive value (and valuation
). (0)


Let me now briefly indicate what each of these eight essay has as a theme or set of themes. (1)


The first essay looks at the political thought, practice and critique as another type of discipline, and, as such, I examine it through the lens of a discipline in the light of work done on this aspect in my recent examinations of both (meta-)theology and (meta-)philosophy. Hence this title of A Trans-Discursive Re-Reading? where I examine this possibility of this reading, or, rather, re-reading. In this essay I note: All disciplines, at their core, have a central condition or premise that addresses the raison d’être of the very institution of a discipline and its associated discourses. I have argued, that essentially, the central position of politics is to enact the betterment of that electorate.
 Hence the oft repeated formula of “social improvement (of infrastructue), (opportunities for) individual betterment”. The central political condition, like the central condition of any discipline, is a differential that differentiates that discipline from some other, indeed, from all other disciplines. E.g., in the theological discipline we have the proposal of the Divine or numinous. Or, e.g., in a philosophical discourse we find the proposition that we have access to truth, in some form or other, etc. But given this political differential or political difference we could then ask what difference does this semblance of a differential make in our lives as led in this World-of-Life? This intimation of existential meaningfulness is nominated by myself as the meta-differential of that discipline. A third dialectical aspect is contemplated when we try to relate the differential and the meta-differential by asking what is not different between the same that allows us to connect them… hence this third aspect of the non-differential. In the course of this essay I parallel these three dialectical facets in a threefold fashion. So, e.g., the differential is equivalent to our central condition, which in a political domain, I also characterize as equivalent to political intentions, etc. This first essay setting the stage for treating the political domain, and its discourses, etc., as a discipline like all other disciplines despite the apparent uniqueness in the range of political discourses that fall within the distinctive limitations of this discipline, etc. (2)


In the second essay I note how politicians must pragmatically capture the real center of their political world, but, then, through de-ontological pressures, to minimize all shades of extremism, they should then existentially move the real center to an objective center. (3)


The next essay concentrates on taking a leaf out of my work in the examination of the nature of a philosophical discipline by proposing a paralleling of correlations, alignments and transformations with, respectively, political intentions, political blocs and political enactions. (4)

My fourth essay is titled: An Abbreviated Working Paper Detailing Six Main Arguments in a Systematic Understanding of Political Discourse Conducted through the Lens of an Examination of the Existential Dissemination of Power? And, the Formation of a Political Manifesto? And, on the Ramifications of a ‘Parallel’, Virtual World of the Political. The latter half of this essay examines the possible role/s played by the emergence of a virtual world and the possible manner these two realms could interact. (5)


The next essay closely examines the arguments that connect these six principles, as noted in the former essay, to a set of six headings forming (a first proposal for) a political manifesto (Mark I). (6)


The sixth essay concerns itself with the concept of political imperatives that need to find relatively successful forms of resolution and given their competitive nature and the limitations of the overall political economy, forms of arbitration. Here I examine eight kinds of imperatives which politicians must deal with. I also ask what types of imperatives Australia is currently needing to face and find forms of relatively successful arbitration? (7)


The penultimate essay examines the concept of the overall political economy. (8)

This eight and last essay examines various attempts to tie up miscellaneous strands presented elsewhere in order to establish what might be meant in the concept of good governance in the light of an examination of so-called political capital, etc. I conclude by proposing a more sophisticated political manifesto (Mark II) by also examining further a need for an insulation of government from the worlds of business, media, etc., by extending the concept of a separation of powers. In the process noting a ninth Political Imperative of Presupposition and/or Consequence where the very pre-conditions for a democratic way of life need to be both preserved (i.e., prevented from being destroyed) and conserved (i.e., amplified). (9)


I have had much enjoyment in writing these eight essays and hope my reader also finds some degree of pleasure regardless of whether they agree with me or disagree with my analyses. Of course I welcome any form of feed back in that regard. (10)









         Noël Tointon, Sydney, 13.3.16.

Postscript

Immediately after finishing this set of essays (but not having yet written my Glossary) I have been working on a small volume on the philosophy of business in four modules titled What Profit Profit? In this I have been extending my research into the nature of disciplines by focusing there my interest on the nature of the commercial world (especially given that this is now a time of digital disruption, etc.) but also with an eye on the political (given that there is a need for good governance in the economic realm as well, etc., along with a need for good business practices in the running of a government without being, at the same time, beholden to this world of business I must stress again). In the light of such reflections I would like to now add three more political imperatives to the list of nine I had arrived at in the course of these eight essays. Let me now detail these three additional imperatives bringing the overall total to twelve. (0)


The Tenth Political Imperative of a Balance between the Contractual and Compactual Spheres of Influence and Operation (or Balanced Political Accord): In developing my ideas on a philosophy of business I found I needed to stress the need, as an imperative, for a dynamically balanced relationship between contractual and compactual spheres of influence and operation; between a reflected upon assessment and the active exercise of those arbitrated negotiations entered into through enacted processes of intervention. With an eye on profitability, be it short term, medium term or long term, both spheres of influence need to be properly balanced and addressed. Given the necessity for accommodation and compromise the politician should attempt to ‘compromise without being compromised’ when and where this is possible. With our two eyes on both of these spheres, and proffering a transparency as to why political patterns of well-motivated intervention are intended to head in a certain direction, the politician stands to get more people on board in the collective dissemination of that project or program as well as positively adding to their current political capital (which need not be a finite resource subject to some accelerated and inevitable decay
). (1)


The Eleventh (Meta-)Political Imperative of Ecological Balance and Arbitrated Intervention (or Ecological Political Arbitration): In looking at business imperatives in general it became obvious to me that they all seem to operate in a form of an ecological environment or economy given that the central condition for the world of business is to survive (be that within a certain period of planned operation before a planned cessation of those operations, or, in an avoidance of their financial demise, or, before the commercial reality of their hostile or non-hostile financial merger or takeover, etc.). Just as there was a need for a dynamically balanced approach to the obvious dimension of the contractual sphere and the often overlooked sphere of the compactual, etc. E.g., contracts can only operate effectively within an existentially operating sphere of the compactual. We expect a contract to be signed with the intention of overseeing the commitments, entailed therein, being complied with by all parties to that ‘agreement’, etc. Similarly, all imperatives in their arbitration appear to operate in this overall realm where a dynamic balance appeared to be demanded (in the form of this meta-imperative of ecological balance). I believe this insight into the world of business can also be transferred to the world of politics. To some extent this is already embedded in the concept of arbitration where we seek to realize the most politically profitable pattern of enacted interventions (in order to advance the ongoing promotion of the central political condition of ‘social improvement and personal betterment’, etc.). This political imperative being a meta-imperative given its relationship to the former ten imperative as detailed to date. The sense of balance implied being both dynamic and equally weighted rather than merely equal and static. (2)


The Twelfth (Trans-)Political Imperative of Engagement and Fulfilment (or Engaged Political Fulfilment): In political life the politician needs to find a sense of engaged fulfilment through maintaining a balance between ‘a passionate-dispassion’ and a ‘dispassionate-passion’ by operating a transcendental balance between (all senses of) self-and-other. Given the world is a simulation of a simulation (i.e., a balance of resimulation with re-simulation, and v.v.) and a recognition that the ‘simulation of a simulation’ is not a simulation per se it follows that we are actually directly engaged with all our intentional objectives (as much as all others are or should be engaged likewise). In the lived reality of this reality we need to also maintain a healthy balance between the engagement of this semblance of own overall sense of self (in all its senses) and the overall semblance of the other (in all its senses). In effect, moving from response to responsiveness to responsibility, and v.v! In the process finding, in positive terms of reference, an intense sense of an ongoing, engaged fulfilment… for why else should or would a politician be in the business of politics if they did not have a passion for this field of endeavour?! This political imperative, in its position of being a passionate, transcendentally engaged assessment and intervention in the political arena, therefore, is to be regarded as a trans-political imperative. (3)










  Noël Tointon, Leura, 1.4.16.

� 	In my philosophical research I use this term ‘valuation’ (instead of just the term ‘value’ as once used) given that existential valuation contributes to (the threefold nature of) identity formation, value formation and work formation (where an enriched sense of the situational context is simulated and where meta-textual genre functions are further re-defined, etc.).


� 	I. 96.


� 	As appears to be happening on the Australian political scene in recent years for the obvious reasons as to why political capital seems to become so quickly spent. 





