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Part VI: Political Imperatives: What Are They Today?*

0.    Pre-Introduction


Political imperatives – what are they? What is a political imperative, and, today, what types of imperatives should we note and seek to address (if we were to be aware of the same as they might be seen to address us?)?? (0)

1.    Introductory Outline


First, let me examine the nature or natures of an imperative in general terms and then note how a set of an assortment of imperatives might be found to intersect our lives both politically and non-politically. (1)


Then, in a list let me note a number of types of imperative that need to be addressed, with varying degrees of urgency, in the overall market place of the political world.
 (2)


In this list let me note, e.g., imperatives of need (in a hierarchy of aspirations), insulation or separation (of internal powers
 and external super-representatives
), leadership or intervention, financial adaptation and rectitude, and, importantly of exigency (be that of an internal crisis, catastrophe, violence, civil war and/or of an external crisis, threat of war, warfare, etc.), etc. (3)


I will then examine this list of imperatives in general terms of reference. (4)


Given a political confluence of often competing imperatives, and a limitation of political capital (in terms of political motivation, time, energy of commitment, recourses, finances, etc.), I will then examine how we might find ways and means for negotiating their collective expedition, i.e., political arbitration. (5)


I will then end with a provisional set of conclusions and observations, etc. (6)


The overall set of arguments here is as follows: in the political arena what is an imperative; what imperatives should a politician deal with and so let me map those more prominent types of imperative; given this mix of imperative-types how should a politician arbitrate their enaction, and, in this regard what needs to be attended today in order to oversee a suitable discharge of such important political features (that can make or break politicians and political parties on the political landscape)? (7)

*For the latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html
2.    The General Philosophical Nature of an Imperative in a Political Setting

An imperative, provisionally
, can be seen as that objective that is desired and not-non-desired, and, an objective that should be realized and not-non realized. In this there is a privileging of such ends and those means that realize that end. A true imperative being invested by the existential surplus or excess of valuation realized in and through the pro-relational treatment of that end or those ends and whose intensity of contribution is proportional to the overall richness of facticity of that relationship minus the mere valuation of its material basis. In other words, in the world of experience it appears that imperatives have a force about them that is greater than their mere appearance. (8)

Imagine a child about to fall into a pond surrounded by a steep slippery bank.
 We see the child edging closer, unaware of the full force of the immanent danger in front of them. Now, in intentional terms of reference we could say, in the form of a series of dispassionate observations as to the intentional form of that before us, that “we see a child, the child is moving towards the slippery bank around the pond, it will inevitably slip in if it were to continue, that a small crawling child that age will not know how to swim and will most likely drown. Goodness gracious, that will be the second one this week we say to ourselves. How careless parents have become these days… they become so distracted by their mobiles and electronic devices.” (9)


Thankfully, the nature of the human disposition is such that we are not mere dispassionate observers. In the above set of descriptions we join the dots so to speak and feel the consequences of what is about to surely happen even before it happens. Moreover, this scenario would be viewed and reviewed in its consequential intensity before, during and after the falling of that child into that pond. All of us would feel impelled to do something. Even an awake person unable to leave their wheelchair nearby seeing this would feel bound to do something, if only to cry out and scream for help! (10)


So, our cool headed, dispassionate phenomenal-phenomenological, intentional reading of that situation would not capture this dimension of lived-experience unless it also notes this de-ontological dimension of human empathy for others wherein de-ontological imperatives are also to be found experienced.
 (11)


Of course the next question to ask is “are all imperatives experienced in de-ontological terms of reference?” Why not pragmatic imperatives? E.g., you could buy this excellent hammer for $10 and this other hammer of the same quality for $20. Which one would you buy? If you bought the cheaper one was that because you only had $10 in your pocket, saw no reason to buy a dearer one of the same quality, or, because you tossed a coin in order to decide? We could make, I believe, a strong case for arguing that the pragmatic is seen as pragmatical by virtue of an inherent de-ontological imperative to the effect ‘that it is wrong to be wasteful’. In my examination of ordered judgment I have also always argued that beneath these six types of judgment the transcendental/trans-intentional form of judgment has one flavour despite six modes of expression, and, in truth, a mixed expression at that.
 (12)


Let us just take it as granted that all imperatives have a de-ontological basis to some extent but can also be expressed in other terms of reference, say, aesthetical, or pragmatic, or hermeneutical (when and where we seemed impelled to read a certain text in a certain manner despite certain lacunae or where an over-reading seems to make better sense, etc.). (13)


So, with some qualifications as noted, the phenomenological nature of an imperative can be discerned through an evaluation of its de-ontological valuation which, in an ordered analysis, is theoretically seen as that arrived at though a privileging of the Ego moment and a de-privileging of the Object moment and World moment. In other words, it is basically an ego-oriented relationship conducted within the confines of the overall transcendental suspension; a.k.a. the overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension. But, how can some thing have a relationship with its own self given that a relationship is realized through the harmonic resolution of difference in an ongoing integration of the ensuing relationship realized through such resolution? Or, how can such ensuing judgment as to a verification of that relationship arise if some form of relative difference can be predicated with respect to the imputed nature of the Ego in order to discern such difference albeit within the confines of that ongoing, overall transcendental suspension? In this regard we must answer our own question. We could make a distinction between a transcendental sense of subjectivity and a non-transcendental (trans-intentional/trans-cognitive/judgmental sense of ego [within the overall dialectical nature of the Ego moment]) versus some other sense of self that could be an intentional or cognitive sense of self, or, a pre-intentional sense of self, a de-ontological semblance of subjectivity versus other ordered aspects in our overall sense of an overall sense of subjectivity, or, the postulation of a moral sense of self and an amoral or immoral sense of self, etc. So, we can entertain a relationship within our own sense of self through noting such internal differences. Likewise we can entertain the possibility of something standing in a relationship with itself along the same lines. How otherwise could a community ‘itself’ be seen to reflect upon itself in order to collectively formulate political policies, e.g., etc? Thence a recognition of political differences and potential division within the boundaries of any form of political entity, etc., along with the political imperative to resolve such differences for the continuing continuity of that political entity. The persistence of that political force as a political ‘force’ being testament to such ongoing processes of resolution successfully continuing to be present. (14)


Also to be considered is that the exercise of an imperative is observed in and through an aspirational economy along with its basis in a need for a realistic-pragmatic-idealism, etc. (as indicated in my previous examinations of an aspirational economy as already noted in this set of essays and elsewhere). (15)


Putting these insights together may well help us to be insightful as to what extent, if at all, an apparent imperative should be called up and sent off to be enacted, hopefully, in a positive oversightful manner. In this regard we must also be able to discern between non-existentially oriented imperatives of duty and existentially oriented imperatives of duty, etc. I.e., demonstrate why an apparent call to duty should not be performed whereas some other call to duty should be performed… and, that the exercise of either calls upon our ability to explain why not all imperatives are equal and that some imperatives should not be performed in a higher order imperative or meta-imperative (able in power to countermand the first or object order imperative)? (16)


In the course of the Vietnam War some countries called up some of their young menfolk to fight. A call of duty that was disregarded by many for a number of reasons, e.g., that this war was not an appropriate one to fight; that war may have been seen as illegal; that fighting is just morally wrong (as per the true pacifist); etc., etc. (17)


For the country doing that calling up it might have been overseen and enacted because it was pragmatically expedient to back the will of those politicians who judged that that was the right thing to do, to support your allies, fight the good fight against those perceived to be evil and bent on world domination, etc. Suffice to say that even in this situation of the ‘Vietnam War’ an assortment of reasons were put forward for that form of US foreign policy. It would be safe to say that an appreciation of this entire episode is subject to much continuing revision…. (18)


In provisional terms let me argue for the following: an imperative has a certain force about it that cannot be reduced to its mere intentional form. In some sense this is surprising given that intentions are motivated and desired in some form or other. What is this difference? Let us call it an apparent de-ontological difference to the extent that not only is the objective of the imperative intended but that it also appears to intend the realization of its own objectivity through some form of additional compulsion. A bit like the difference between ‘I am feeling a little bit thirsty and would like to drink something’ in comparison to ‘I am very thirst and dehydrated and must drink something soon!’ In the latter instance it is as if the intentional objective is demanding its own realization, i.e., that something potable must be drunk and drunk soon. In order to close that gap and successfully realize that imperative we must correctly aspire to what is necessarily in that regard. I.e., invoke our realistic-pragmatic-idealism. In this instance of extreme thirst: that I am really thirsty, and, that I must take those steps to relieve that thirst by successfully enacting their sequence in the right order, and, the object of my impelled intention is to relieve that thirst lest I die from thirst. Thankfully, by cool thinking and/or luck this objective was realized. On reflection on this scenario we could add that an imperative also spells itself out, and, a successfully discharged imperative needs to be suitably thematized in realistic, pragmatic and idealistic terms of reference; i.e., in all three aspects, and, thereby, admitting, that imperatives also have an obvious pragmatic aspect. (19)


From where does this additional motivation appear to come from? From wider terms of reference than its mere intentional form. Perhaps as an existential excess from the totality of the situation along with the semblance of a promise that the realization of that imperative will leave that situation enriched, at least with a preservation of value if not its additional conservational expansion as well? In provisional terms let us call this the impelled promise of that imperative to preserve and/or conserve overall valuation in that associated situation implicated by that imperative. I.e., that the ramifications of the imperative would leave a differential between its ‘successful performance’ and ‘its unsuccessful performance and/or non-performance’. In effect, an imperative differential (or compelled differential or differential of compulsion). That this difference or differential, in political terms of reference, would have or would most likely have ramifications. Hence its significance for the political world, namely, that the discharge or non-discharge of a political imperative, either way, has political ramifications, i.e, present implications and future consequences.  Or, in other words, political fallout. (20)


However, in more superficial terms we might like to first describe imperatives as primarily de-ontological in character, or pragmatical, aesthetical, hermeneutical and(/or) factual in orientation.
 E.g., respectively, automatically or instinctively rescuing the child who has fallen into a pond or is about to fall into a pond; being economical with one’s limited finances; feeling the harmonic direction arrived at in a piece of music or some other form of art; finding hermeneutic pressure, say through interpretation, to interpret a certain text in a certain way, say, a of x; to note I am fully awake and fully aware that I see an apple on that apple tree that, furthermore, when plucked and tasted, was found to be delicious.
 (21)


How might we then summarize the distinctive nature of our experience of an imperative be they political or non-political in orientation; although it would be safe to say that all imperatives have political ramifications and only differing in the matter of the degree that they have political consequences? In this regard, let us say imperatives that could make a political difference in political terms of reference are now the object of our investigations. I.e., let us say that in a narrative of political compulsion those that possess a political imperative differential or political differential of compulsion need to be taken notice of. (22)

That compulsion is arrived at through the motivation of the intentional objective (in a first sense of ‘intentional’ as the intentional object-state intended) being reinforced by an economy of compulsion wherein the difference or differential between the successful realization of that objective (in its second sense of intentional in terms of its motivation) is duly experienced. I.e., a valuational differential between potential valuation amplified and potential valuation lost is duly noted. The suitable discharge of positive forms of valuation usually reinforcing current political authority, etc. Hence the necessary utilization of an associated aspirational economy must also correctly exercise a realistic-pragmatic-idealism (in the manner as briefly demonstrated). As noted, for politicians, political fallout can be fatal. Thence our interest in this complex topic of political imperatives. (23)

3.    An Open List of Types of Imperative with Political Ramifications


What types of imperatives exist with relatively full political ramifications? (24)


We could note individual examples, classify them and map those classifications. E.g., the occurrence of a damaging earthquake, with the destruction of much property and with lives lost and people still buried in rubble would immediately be taken on board, politically, as an imperative of exigency or emergency. The pressing need to extricate survivors from the rubble and be cared for along with the wounded, the disposal of the dead, restoration of services, reconstruction, etc., would naturally present any government with an immediate challenge with long term considerations as well. Obviously, the enaction of such an imperative would also have considerable short term, medium term and long term ramifications to have to deal with. In that same classification, with varying intensities in their perception as imperatives, we could also include chemical spills, falling buildings, widespread damage from storms, etc. (25)


Rather than list specific or particular (types of) examples let me outline an open, provisional set of particular and general types of political imperative:

i.
Central Imperatives of Need or Demand (defined as Imperatives of Social Improvement and/or Individual [Opportunity of] Betterment)

ii.
Imperatives of Finance or Budget

iii.
Imperatives of Exigency or Emergency

iv.
Imperatives of Security or Defense

v.
Imperatives of Arbitration or Governance

vi.
Imperatives of Regularization or Rectification

vii.
Imperatives of Insulation or Separation

viii.
Imperatives of Authority or Leadership
 (26)


The above are particular types of political imperatives. Because the enaction of an imperative co-opts an aspirational economy we are also supplied with one general imperative, three general sub-imperatives and one general meta-imperative, i.e.:

I.
The General Aspirational Imperative; enacted under the three sub-headings:

II.
Realistic Imperative of Ascertainment (with links to Regularization, etc.)

III.
Pragmatic Imperative of Performance (with links to our Central Imperative of Demand, etc.)

IV.
Idealistic Imperative of Envisualization (with links to Authority, etc.)

V.
Meta-Imperative of Aspirational Arbitration (of the above) (with links to Arbitration, etc.) (27)

4.    An Examination of Particular Types of Political Imperative

i.
As already noted each and every discipline has a core central condition that establishes the raison d’être of that discipline. In the world of the political discipline and its discourses the central condition has been defined as social improvement (of the conditions found already to hand) and the supplying of increased opportunity for individual betterment (be that in education and vocation, health, housing, food supply, temperature control, welfare, leisure, etc.). As claimed, the ability or inability to successful enact the promise of these central imperatives can make or break governments, parties and their politicians. Hence this most important imperative, namely, the Central Imperatives of Need or Demand (defined as Imperatives of Social Improvement and/or Individual [Opportunity of] Betterment). (28)


These central imperatives of demand must be adequately and suitably dealt with; i.e., passably, i.e., properly, appropriately and appositely. These aspects of social improvement and individual betterment also overlap. Building a better road could mean some worker have more time with their family or could travel further to find and get work. Or, a better educated work force can raise a countries tax intake which could be redirected to better infrastructure, etc. (29)


Closely constraining the discharge of these imperative of demand will be imperatives of budget or finance. (30)


One factor in this, is the arbitration needed to balance different infrastructure projects against each other to determine priorities, or, to balance different types of infrastructure projects. E.g., in Australia a lot of emphasis has been placed on the building of additional highways or extending or connecting those already built. I would contend that a general consensus has formed that money might be better spent on a proper upgrading of rail given that roadways and highways are already too blocked with traffic at the more busier times of the day. Perhaps the day is not too far off when we will have driverless busses and taxis at railways stations and hubs that might make for a more efficient and pleasant way to travel in comparison to a slow traffic jam (when even reading a book is not a good option to fill that time wasted). Decisions enacted from arbitrational procedures having their own imperatives in that regard.
 (31)

ii.
As noted an important constraint on imperatives of demand are economic imperatives of finance or budget. Such budgets have to balance financial incoming with outgoings, i.e., expenses. There are various traditional constraints like welfare, pensions, etc. Moreover, given the scrutiny economic and political budgets will invite they also need to be seen as ‘fair’. Then, certain ideological positions need to be properly insulated lest they adversely affect its formulation. E.g., shrinking government is one thing but with increasing demands on governmental agencies and services that would not be appropriate and more than likely damaging to the stability for the economy as well. Being more sensitively efficient with finances is one thing, but, to just cut for the sake of cutting could have more expensive unintended consequences (as seems to be occurring in the shrinking of the civil service wherein the civil service is less able to advise the minister, has little practical historical memory of its functions, and now has to outsource it necessary work to ex-workers who are now consultants that cost more than if they had been kept in house). Governments need to attend closely to their budgets and view them in short term, medium term and long term frames of reference rather than going for the illusion of a better more attractive budget for the near future. (32)

iii.
Imperatives of exigency or emergency often trump all other imperatives. In the advent of a sudden destructive earthquake the government must immediately re-marshal its resources to deal with that emergency. Governments will be harshly judged if they do not do an adequate job in this regard (and so it behooves governments to also plan for emergencies so that when they should occur they are ready to act immediately). (33)

iv.
Obviously a country needs to defend itself hence imperatives of security or defense dealing with everything from acts of terrorism to violence to a possible civil war or military coup de grace to actual warfare in all forms in all degrees. This (set of) imperative(s) can sometimes even trump imperatives of exigency although the emergency would now be in the field of security. (34)

v.
Imperatives of arbitration or governance are the substance of governance (but not necessarily good leadership). Here politicians must deal with the dialectical juggling of various types of imperatives as well as competing imperatives within various types… all in the light of budgetary restraints, issues of leadership, etc. (35)

vi.
Imperatives of regularization or rectification deal with political anomalies or other anomalies with political ramifications (and a need for political solutions or processes of resolution). In effect, “a spade should be called a ‘spade’”. In this (limited
) rectification of names there should be a close alignment between political reality and the symbols, rituals and expressions, etc., utilized in its nomination (naming) and denomination (description). E.g., why is the head of state in a democratic Australia a monarch ostensively from another sovereign country.
 Or, why the Union Jack sits inside the flag of Australia?
 Under this heading a proactive politician might both accelerate a debate and argue for a narrative of change promoting that shift in public thinking. Otherwise women would not have been given the vote let alone non-land owning middle class persons, etc. Similar situations arise today in insisting on better access, etc., for those with disabilities, the marriage equality debate and the growing acceptance that the simple polarity of male versus female does not nor should not apply to everyone, etc. (36)


We are also presented by many other political anomalies or other anomalies with political ramification. One of the worst in Australia is that the mortality figures for the indigenous population are nowhere near those for the non-indigenous population. Aboriginal peoples, as equal citizens in the country deserve equal standards of health care, life expectancy, employment opportunity, house ownership, control over their own affairs, etc., etc. Equally obvious, is that many past measures are not successful in this form of rectification and renormalization of this anomaly should be treated with a greater urgency and depth of approach. (37)


Another anomaly is that education is not equally available in this country and that in some areas more resources should be supplied much along the lines of the Gonski recommendations (rather than tradition models of school finding for state and private institutions). With some imagination we can see a similar anomaly in medicine where evidence based criteria should be used, and, models that incur greater expense like health insurance (given they are run for profit with an ‘imperative’ to earn more each year) was a wrong political pathway to go down let along have its taxpayers forced to adopt (when those funds would have been better spent within the state institutions that at least have the advantage of not being run for profit!)! (38)


But the world is full of impossible things and it is hard for a philosopher to think with their hat on and function in accordance with convention when such conventions are sometimes bordering on the bizarre if not outrightly bizarre in the first place! (39)

vii.
Imperatives of insulation or separation in my opinion need to be urgently instituted with the model in mind being the Westminster doctrine separation of powers between the executive, legislature and the judiciary. E.g., all too often we are seeing, effectivrely, an incremental take over of government by the worlds of business, the legal profession, traditional media, mining industry and any other institution financially able to lobby politicians (make donations, etc., and have us believe that nothing is expected in return. What idiot today would believe that?). (40)


In this regard I would like to see separate firewalls created between government and the worlds of business, the legal fraternity, traditional media, and any other form of institutional lobbying, etc. In effect, a form of insulation where governments cannot directly outsource policy or issues of compliance, etc., with the world of business, etc. Hence this form of insulation. Lobbying can still occur and be made formally through invited submissions, petitions, advertizing campaigns, etc. But, a process of effective insulation must be adopted (and adapted) in order to reverse and avoid all inevitable corruption of the democratic process. Donations could be given to a funding pool to be divide by a certain formula and then, perhaps, added to in small, directed quantities by private individuals who are registered. Furthermore, in this era of the Internet and social media advertizing of a politician’s position or the policies of a political party can now be broadcast at very little expense. There is now no need for excessive donations except to outspend the other politicians or another party, etc., in some form of an advertizing war. (41)

viii.
Imperatives of authority or leadership is an area very close to the heart of a politician and their party, should they have one. Political decision making involves the dissemination of power and successful political decision making involves the successful discharge of such dissemination. I would also argue, at least over the long run, an existentially oriented dissemination of power serves all parties better. So, these imperatives would include, e.g., the relatively successful dissemination of power (through co-option and/or co-operation); a progressive, more productive existentialization of the same; a natural aversion, on the part of a politician, etc., to the loss of power and a desire to obtain and maintain the same; and, a desire to be successful, make a name for themselves, see and oversee desired changes, successfully meet the challenges that arise through imperatives of demand, exigency, security, etc. (42)

5.    The Super-Imperative of Collective Arbitration in the Expedition of Imperatives


In our daily lives we must juggle competing demands. Usually this is achieved without too much difficulty. How is this feat engineered? Because we already have meta-genres of arbitration; i.e., patterns of behaviour that need only be adopted and adapted to the tasks to hand. Indeed, our very perception of these tasks to hand is already being seen through these same lenses of these meta-genres. So, e.g., we have two books on our desk to read. The first is a novel by your favourite author who has just published their latest novel. You are looking forward to reading it. The second is a text book and in your course of studies you know that you will be tested on your having read this text book. The exam is in a few days time and you know you need to carefully read it very soon. Which book would you read first? There is no absolute answer here. Most might say read the text book first. Some might say you can do both so get the novel out of the way first. Some might say why not read both at the same time? However, the imperative is to get this text book read and read soon… and read properly before this exam. How you might solve this conundrum is to do whatever works for you but gets you to read this text book properly before the day of that exam. Political governance hinges on the relatively successful, suitable discharge of a nest of competing imperatives some of which will remain and some of which may come again whilst others may never be seen again once sufficiently responded to. An imperative impels enaction and to do nothing itself has to be well argued for preferably with an original excuse rather than some official euphemism such as being reviewed in a committee or currently delayed in a committee, shortage of funds, deferral, current rescheduling, temporary postponement and the like. It goes without say that as political capital is limited that an over sufficiency of imperatives could well exhaust much of that capital without releasing valuation to that extent that would adequately replace and cover the valuation already expended in the overall process of such negotiations. However, it is often the case that a full cost and benefit analysis is never truly conducted because the true evaluation of that project or program never really deals with the secondary and tertiary forms of gain to be had arising from such expenditure in the first place should such expenditure be enacted. To a politically commissioned accountant a government funded university degree might cost $x whereas, in reality, the released economic value of that individual able to utilize those qualifications could be expressed through their receiving higher wages and over time earning for the government a greater amount of tax. So, the effective cost of that degree $x-$y (where y = additional tax receipts). Or, take the building of a high-speed railway between Melbourne and Sydney (via Canberra) and its eventual extension to both Perth (via Adelaide) and Brisbane. Now such a train service might cost $a but the additional benefits of that construction would come from a number of areas, e.g., decreased flights between Melbourne and Sydney with a considerable decrease in green house gas emissions, increased inter-state trade, a more integrated sense of country, a more convenient mode of travel from city center to city center, regional Australia could also be opened up with a variety of additional stops on certain routes, etc., etc. For a start direct or indirect taxes on that travel would have receipts that were issued in Australia that would have stayed in Australia (to the extent any shareholding in such a venture had Australian participation, say, from superannuation funds, etc.). Value capture can also be engineered through direct and indirect taxes from the increased value around transport nodes on that route are realized. Indeed, new regional cities could also be planned as well. Moreover, for Sydney, an international airport could be put somewhere more sensible, outside Sydney proper, say near Gouldburn without inconveniencing travelers given that they could access this fast train service to the city. Then, imagine the number of regular commuter by car between Sydney and Newcastle that could be induced to use the train instead. Then, at the end of the day there are things that have a cost but no true price to the extent that they should be done as a de-ontological act of duty, as a form of service, etc. Tertiary values arising from the positive effects of the secondary. So, on average, a university graduate raises the GNP by some quantum, the extra value of that rise in turn also producing some form of economic lift in some other form or other. Then, we can have positive unintended consequences although negative unintended consequences might outweigh the former. It could well be the case, e.g., that the high uptake of domestic solar power creation delivered to the grid, plus power from wind farms as well, is forcing relatively uneconomic power stations to go off grid or be decommissioned earlier rather than later? The joint consequence of this is to raise spot prices for electricity. But with a looming shortage one solution may well be to encourage the uptake of domestic battery storage to accompany this domestic solar power creation in order to meet spot demand for peak power needs given that battery technology can now do this more cheaply.
 Renewable energy may have seemed an option that was too expensive but once in place and adequately maintained its running costs become minimal especially if the original outlay is spread over a number of years or gets itself paid off through the running of that system itself. Moreover power planners at a state or national level do not have to contend with the fluctuating prices of non-renewable forms of energy; a type of energy utilization which also presents a cost to the environment that will at some stage have to be taken into account in a financial sense (given that countries are entering into international agreements to reduce their green house gases, areas of degradation need to be rehabilitated, etc.). (43)


Briefly, let us ask how the arbitration of imperatives is usually organized? (44)


Most of us in this world make a number of important decisions everyday. A good percentage of them are from habit, judgments already formed. Many of our smaller decisions are how to accommodate such a bedrock basis to our psyches and the lives we lead in this world as lived. Should I get up at 6.30 am and have breakfast and then head to work, or, get up at 7.00 am and catch a bite with a coffee from the café just before I reach work? Either way, you get up from your bed, you go to work, you get something to eat for breakfast and you arrive at work on time just as you have for the last year and will most likely for the rest of this year… if you continue to arrive on time and do your work. We could call these types of decisions redirected judgments, i.e., judgments that help us execute a basic decision be it made now, last year or some time before that. Decisions that alter our direct in life and not merely the manner of the way we were already heading could be called re-directed judgments. The hyphen suggests an element of the chaotic, a decision executed about a bifurcation where relatively different pathways ensue with different ramifications. Given this clash of imperatives, be that in a relatively political world or in a relatively non-political world, we must now ask how such re-directed decisions are made. Of course we may prefer to do nothing and let the status quo remain. On the other hand, a politician that has no enactive response to a certain situation, no doubt defined by the landscape of its competing imperatives, will probably see out a truncated political existence, Or, again, if misinformed or wrong decisions were made then that politician, too, will in all probability only oversee a much shortened political career. Politician must possess a keen mind along with good political instincts to survive these Darwinian killing fields of the political stage… (45)


One could say that judicial torture, in less civilized legal systems of yesteryear and, sadly, today, sharpens the mind and no doubts concentrates the victim in the presentation of their evidence. But it has also been said that a tortured person might say anything to appease their torturer. But, if the truth be known, the professional torturer is only interested in the same evidence given separately by a number of individuals. Then, almost as a form of empirical fact finding, those individual items of evidence would then be sifted for regularities, if not primed already for the same, that would then suggest that a certain phenomenon or phenomena occurred in a certain manner as indicated in the apparent uniform iteration of that evidence (where such regularities are found to have occurred and where those regularities could not be derived from a general knowledge without those victims also being present in that situation in question)… (46)


Public life is a field of torture for the politician and only the astute politician who loves their vocation can arise to the challenge. They will be repeatedly questioned and unexplained discrepancies or non-explained responses in their ‘evidence’ will be seized upon by their interrogators be they members of the public or other politicians, sometimes even from their own party should they have one, and from all forms of media. Like an echo chamber such differences will be noted and all too often exaggerated… fanning flames of discontent be that manufactured or genuine. Here the politician has to be agile and either explain there is no discrepancy, or, that they have had a change of heart or mind, or, that they made a mistake, or, misspoke, or, were seriously misquoted and then successfully demonstrate that they were seriously misquoted… be that form of dissemination through an innocent mistake or through some form of malice… (47)


In dealing with this landscape of competing imperatives, surrounded by an unsettled  sea of swirling narratives, the politician needs to know how to find their way, show others that way and lead them across these waters to a successful resolution of such issues… (48)


We have already provisionally mapped out eight different particular types of imperatives beginning with the central imperatives of demand, etc. We have also charted the general nature of how to discharge an imperative through adequately invoking a suitable aspirational economy that is realistic, pragmatic and idealistic in its objectives as well integrating these interconnected features that constitute that aspirational economy. I have also intimated that the existential running of any economy involves the suitable exercise of an adequately informed ongoing, overall transcendental suspension be that engineered wittingly and/or unwittingly. Moreover, I have also argued that an existential orientation would better expedite this economy, especially over the long term (given the short term vagaries of the political landscape in so far as politicians have to seize the real center first before then heading it back to the objective center that mirrors the center of that overall transcendental suspension…). (49)


But with such a map and with such a method (of the aspirational economy) what else should our intrepid politician know about the resolution of imperatives let along having to also deal with the resolution of competing imperatives? (50)


That the resolution of any imperative has a range of different possibilities as to relatively coherent outcomes, and, the actual resolution of an imperative in its landscape of competing imperatives also has a number of options, indeed, an infinite number of possible options of which only a few might be relatively useful, or, that there exists only a unique solution, or, in some situations that there can be no form of apposite resolution whatsoever. Furthermore, we should also note that some forms of ‘resolution’ may well be nigh impossible by virtue of the fact that resolution is never ending, but may well demand a continuation of resolution indefinitely, or, prone to give rise to further complications (in the form of new imperatives, etc.), etc. Wise is the politician who has some idea of what they are facing in this regard and who, bravely, are prepared to sally forth on behalf of their electorate... (51)


In the intuition of what type or types of outcome/s is or are possible, in the resolution of imperatives thought suitable for enaction, and, that could be found obtainable and how they might be realized, we could say that from that particular depth of knowledge a certain resolutional pathway or set of pathways might then elicit our enactive aspiration. Can this politician about to venture forth be given another map as to how imperatives, whether in competition or not in competition, should be approached in a certain manner so as to then follow the associated pathway or pathways on this map in order to better expedite such a resolution? Indeed, just how are imperatives to be resolved when and where this is possible? (52)


Most decisions we make in the course of the day are merely redirected ones. This also occurs in the course of work undergone. For some workers they get to learn on the job. In a more skilled vocation we are shown what types of responses are deemed suitable and, hopefully, act accordingly. Politicians are given no training but we have been exposed to them from year one. What differentiates a skillful politician from a non-skillful politician? Their ability to successful arbitrate a landscape of imperatives along with an ability to lead others and ensure a dissemination of power in keeping with their decisions be that arrived at through consensus and/or self-deliberation and/or through some form of transcendental reservation whether they attempt to act on the behalf of others through their intuitive appreciation of the requisite relationships in question. Some might argue that all political enaction is of the latter given that the politician must observe the central condition of their profession to some extent, i.e., imperatives of demand, and act in that light to the extent that such re-directed enactions ensue through the dissemination of power that achieves that end. I have also argued that an existential orientation usually assists such an objective, indeed, better defines it (through the adequately pre-informed, ongoing, overall transcendental suspension in tune with the requisite relationship in question; i.e., in and through our transcendental/trans-intentional appreciation of a pro-relational stance). (53)


Given a plethora of competing imperatives how does the poor politician make sense of this landscape in order to achieve outcomes that both serve the public interest and their own interest in preserving their occupancy of that role as a politician? Or, in other words, how might a perceptive, skillful politician read this landscape so as to arrive at a suitable discharge of that mix imperatives demanding some form of resolution and enactive re-direction? (54)


They can note two things before going on to enact patterns of resolution and, therein and thereafter, map this terrain for future reference. First, they should note that the very problematicity that confronts them is defined through a mix of associated genres and that within those same genres patterns of redirected resolution are usually also in evidence. Second, similar problems usually have a similar history of associated patterns of response. Often, we even have some form of evidential appreciation by noting which solutions resolve those similar issues and to what extent those solutions successfully or not so successfully resolve that type of issue or whether we should also recognize that type of problem as one with an ongoing need for a process of resolution rather than a definite finite solution. E.g., take the imperative of demand associated with pensions for the elderly. A considerable fraction of the budget is earmarked for the payment of these pensions. Now, a politician, or rather a powerful coterie of politicians, could enact legislation to reduce the total money paid for this item in the overall budget by creating more stringent conditions as to who is entitled to receive the same and/or increasing the minimum age at which it is received and/or reduce the amount of money per person that is to be paid. Of course such a remedy would most likely have fatal ramifications for that coterie of politicians and their party. In a democratic system it is usually not wise to upset a vast segment of the voting population if you also expect to get their vote, if you wish to avoid a protest that would merely highlight this voter disenchantment. Even non-pensioners would be alarmed by such recklessness given that they too might be in need of a pension when they retire. Such a change in the living standards would also effect every family with elderly members… and a number of other minor life-worlds may also be in sympathy with pensions in this regard. The moral of this story is this that all imperatives have a history and part of that history is both a recognition of potential problematicity and a recognition of solutions already proffered to date along with the relative successfulness or associated problematicity arising from such ‘solutions’ that could be possibly revisited. Obviously, those solutions that create more problems than they are worth politically may well need to be more skillfully re-directed in character rather than merely redirected. (55)


Now, looking at past solutions to the issue of the resolution of imperatives, across their range of operation, be they competing or non-competing in orientation, be they individually approached or collectively surrounded, we can also note whether the issues associated with such a mix have definitive solutions, unique solutions, non-solutions or a need of never ending patterns of treatment, etc. We can also note whether the most suitable pattern of response is to continue to proceed with suitable, proven pattern of merely redirected resolution or to proceed to the exercise of novel, sheer forms of re-direction… and hope that a successful process of resolutional treatment is duly entered into. (56)


Casting a discerning eye over this political landscape of resolution what types of patterns of redirection and/or re-direction might we expect to see? (57)


For a start we have the classic position of doing nothing which may well be appropriate in a few situations. Or, that of the deferral… either short term or long term, if not without an end in sight. In dealing with pensions a position of doing nothing may well be the most reasonable one to take politically (as long as the financial situation of the budget is such an adequate amount of money can be found to cover all such expected costs). We should also recognize that all economic activity is a form of deferral albeit not without the formation of some form of economic valuation in that process in keeping with the intentional nature of that economy. However economic activity, if not merely redirected, can also be disrupted, re-directed, obstructed, transformed, etc., etc. (58)


What other types of political resolution might be found proffered? Be they redirected and/or re-directed in orientation? (59)


In this regard we could invoke our open list of eight particular kinds of imperatives and note the types of response that traditionally occur therein. So, in a non-exhaustive listing let us itemize the following possibilities:

i.
Central Imperatives of Need or Demand: planning the necessary discharge of the same; refinement of patterns of discharge; deferral; overseeing enactive responses; outsourcing; etc.

ii.
Imperatives of Finance or Budget: deferral; rectification; cutting cost, etc; raising taxes, etc; direct investment or indirect investment in funds for investment (both nationally and/or internationally); charging fees for government services; etc.

iii.
Imperatives of Exigency or Emergency: planning for emergencies; proffering relief; overseeing re-development; etc.

iv.
Imperatives of Security or Defense: planning and developing security; planning for combat; overseeing combat; etc.

v.
Imperatives of Arbitration or Governance: encouraging debate both inside and outside government, etc; planning of enactive responses; discharge of responses; review of such responses; etc.

vi.
Imperatives of Regularization or Rectification: the examination of anomalies be they directly political or with indirect political ramifications; processes of re-normalization be they through referenda, legislation, by acts of outright public avoidance, etc; etc.

vii.
Imperatives of Insulation or Separation: by defining in some legislated form a charter of the separation of powers that also includes a separation of external influences vis-à-vis the worlds of business, finance, media, the legal fraternity, all lobby groups of any form; forms of review to monitor compliance with the same; etc.

viii.
Imperatives of Authority or Leadership: the observance of due process; acts of leadership that are insightful, oversightful and adequately communicated and existentially disseminated; etc. (60)


Obviously, in the discharge of many different particular kinds of imperative, each in their own specificity of context, we have a plethora of options to take that will range from the useless to the bizarre, to the mediocre to the relatively effective to the expertly apposite, etc. (61)


Given that the apparent problematicity of an imperative or a conflicting set of imperatives (usually in a field of conflicting narratives) is always presented in and through a mix of presentational genres of behaviour it follows that we need to closely observe the same in terms of their current sense of a definition in this regard, in relation to recent histories of resolution (and as to the relative effectiveness or non-effectiveness of such responses), and, in light of the future possibilities suggested through such expectations framed by such genres. In other words in our aspiration to discharge such imperatives in an efficient manner, when and where possible, it behooves us to do our phenomenal-phenomenological research into the reality of their current situatedness, etc. (62)


But, obviously, given this aspirational background and context, it would also behoove us to attend closely to the possible envisualized type/s of resolution being sought in idealistic-existential terms of reference, and, to also closely attend to the possible modes of supervision into the pragmatic-hermeneutical possibilities that would allow us, when and where possible, to suitably discharge that simple imperative or complex set of imperative in question. (63)


In the aspirational economy I also proposed the internal general meta-imperative of a aspirational arbitration
 in which these three aspects of the phenomenal-phenomenological , hermeneutical and the existential are mutually harmonized before, during and after the execution of non-virtual patterns off enactive response (be that relatively in a short term project or a relatively long term program [as a sequenced set/s of projects]). In virtual terms we could call this latter process ‘developing insightfulness’. (64)


Hence in virtual terms we might sequence this pattern of behaviour under the headings of Observation (through noting current definition/s, past histories and future possibilities of responsiveness), Envisualization (as to the objectives of a discharge through resolution) and Supervision (through a close scrutinization of applied methods deemed applicable) all overseen by progressive forms of ongoing Insightfulness. I.e: Virtual Responsiveness:

Insightfulness = Observation + Envisualization + Review (65)


In non-virtual, actual terms of a response we put our insightfulness to work through a process of oversightfulness. What might be entailed here? (66)


More or less the same process but this time in non-virtual or actual terms of reference. So, from observation we then practice observance of the reality of the pathway/s chosen. From an envisualization of the objective of the resolutional discharge of an imperative, where that is possible, be exercise of a form of re-envisualization of that intentional objectivity. And, with respect to a pragmatically oriented process of review as to what has been enacted, what is being enacted and aandwhat might remain to be enacted we exercise a process of active supervision. I.e., Non-Virtual Responsiveness:


Oversightfulness = Observance + Re-Envisualization + Supervision (67)


Monitoring this entire process of parallel virtual forms of insightfulness and non-virtual oversightfulness is a specific meta-process of Aspirational Arbitration. Hence:

Aspirational Arbitration T Insightfulness // Oversightfulness

(Where ‘T’ = transforms through incremental processes of redirection and/or re-direction, and, ‘//’ = parallels). (68)

In effect, these three stages mirror and entail a balance between theory, practice and critique. Implied is the need to adequately and suitably exercise ongoing, overall transcendental suspensions at each stage and in an overall manner, therein and thereby, wittingly and/or unwittingly, ensuring an existential complexion to such a process (even if processes of transcendental reservation demand seemingly non-existential acts of intervention such as the seizing of the real political center before returning it to an objective, existentially oriented sense of center, etc., as discussed in earlier papers). (69)


The alert and agile politician making sure that they are ever aware of any anomalies should they arise through the exercise of that ensuing pattern of response.
 (70)


Now, to end this essay let me explore this formula for the suitable discharge of political (and non-political) imperatives. (71)

6.    Provisional Conclusions and Observations


In the paralleling of insightfulness and oversightfulness we also have the paralleling of observation and observance. What is entailed here? In observation we note the belief that problematicity to some extent defines its own modes of resolution and expectation with respect to the same. So, e.g., if a country is attacked by another in an act of military aggression the natural response would be to fight back and do whatever would be expected to be entailed in that regard. In engaging with a certain imperative or mix of competing imperatives our first understanding would be that a solution might well be already associated in our reading of that situation and what we would need to do is pay attention to the phenomenology of that phenomenon or set of phenomena in order to understand both the problematicity in question and how it might be dealt with. In this regard we would first attend to observing its current definition. Just how is it presented, finds itself present for us, etc? E.g., if pensioners were getting rather vocal on social media and this was being taken up in the traditional media what political problem may or may not be presenting itself? That would be very easy to ascertain, perhaps we only need look at the headlines in traditional media, telegraphed through the sub-editing; note what is found being iterated both within such a communicated item and between similar items, etc. Perhaps pensions have been cut, or, not increased in line with the cost of living, or, the pre-conditions for a pension have been altered, or, the pensions are not being paid for whatever reason. Given that pensioners are not currently revolting, causing revolution in the streets, but, eventually, will make their feelings felt at the ballot boxes it behooves the relevant politicians to suitably resolve the imperatives at work in this situation (lest they add to a potential political crisis for that ruling political party). The particular type of resolution will depend on the nature of the problem and the pathway/s chosen to resolve the same. So, if it were the case pensions were not being paid, may be in the midst of a banking crisis, then payment would solve that problem (which may or may not also include a resolution of that associated banking crisis). So, the moral of this anecdote is this, namely, that we need to pay attention to the current definition of the problem in question to note not only what type of political imperatives are involved but also what type of response or set of responses would appear to be called for in and through a thematization of that problematic situation itself. Obviously a problem with pensioners and their pensions does not call for a going to war with some other country or an endless irrelevant debate in Parliament, etc. The politicians concerned with such issues, if only through a desire for political self-preservation, just need to find an acceptable solution to the current issues in question. An appreciation of the reality of that situation, through the forming of a realistically based current definition gives to us an interpretation that is essentially aligned with that situation as it would be found, as it has been found. That such a current definition would also imply a set of solutions in some form or other. However, to better augment such a current understanding we should also attend to the past history of this type of event or set of events in order to appreciate its genesis. In that regard we would examine what solutions were then proffered and how relatively effective or non-effective they seem to have been in hindsight. Then in the light of such observations we would then feel entitled to speculate about what possible solutions we, the politician or political observer, might then proffer in this marketplace of debate. In this overall act of virtual engagement we could observe what types of responses we might make; be such enaction a matter of reaction, action, enacted non-action
 or postponement or deferral in some form or other. Then, having made such observations we then observe certain observances regarded as in keeping with the nature of our understanding of that phenomenon or set of phenomena in question. In other words, in our virtual engagement we entertain observations. From such observations we then would be entitled to some degree to institute or demand certain forms of enaction be they reactive, active, non-active, deferred, etc. Indeed, through current definition, past histories and future anticipations of viable pathways of response we are now in a position to non-virtually engage with the problematic situation to hand along with its relevant imperatives being displayed in and through that situation. How are such insights to be examined as insightful? By invoking an idealistic approach through envisualization and a pragmatic approach through supervision we are now in a position, once these viewpoints or disciplines perspectives are balanced, of actively enacting a pattern of non-virtually engaged responsiveness. Although, this aspect is mapped, too, just what is entailed in such responses, such responsiveness and responsibility should that be also taken into account? (72)


In this process of virtual engagement envisualization is to envisualize, thematize the relevant modes of resolution that would seem to discharge or ameliorate that heavy weather in the current climate of imperatives under focus. In contrast, re-envisualization is to refine our prior reflections conducted under the heading of envisualization by directly engaging an onging re-thematization of the goals or objectivities currently being sought in and through the resolution of those imperatives to hand. (73)


In the contrast between virtual review and non-virtual supervision we are trying to put into place another process of alignment wherein insight is translated successfully into patterns of suitable oversight.  (74)


Do modern governments, today, have such pressing problems of a magnitude like those that might have occurred, say, at the end of the Second World War? Unless a country is at war, or engaged in civil war, in an extreme financial crisis, or subjected to an unresponsive form of government… could we claim the eventual advent of small government, or, perhaps, no government whatsoever. Without the existence of political problems, and their associated imperatives, there would be no need for government. Indeed, if additional funds seem to make no difference to our current, seeming apparent humanity what need is there for closely scrutinizing these imperatives and their apparent demands once all such demands have effectively been resolved? (75)


Sadly, we can take heart from the fact that the world is not a perfect place and political imperatives will continue to dance upon the political stage for ever and a day. In Australia what do I see that needs pressing attention at some state or other? Taking our eight particular kinds of imperatives as a template let me list certain states of affairs that need to be addressed or re-addressed, and, sometime, a continual process of re-addressment. (76)

Under the heading of Need and/or Demand we note the central role played by these imperatives in the political life of the nation. E.g., it has been said, generally understood, that education and health are the bedrock of a democratic government, and, we might add, the very ground beneath which a government can stand to be shaken if its policies do not respect this implicit fact! Need more be said? Perhaps a more subtle way of structuring (our perception of) political need is as follows: Beneath these two overt political necessities of health and education politicians would also need to address and redress issues relating to both employment and welfare (pensions, etc.). However, correctly, governments, generally, do not directly engineer employment opportunities (unless increasing the size of the civil service, starting or enlarging certain programs, say, in health, e.g., etc.) they, instead, need to promote positive pre-conditions for a greater level and quality of satisfactory worker participation. Outside this direct framework, of these four political necessities, we might consider all other imperatives of Need and/or Demand, etc., to be indirect or less direct in orientation, although, sometimes not less important (in terms of consequences, costs, etc.). (77)


This vast assembly of imperatives under the heading of Need immediately segues to that of Finance. The oil of government is in its finances and puts force to the dissemination of its power. Without a reasonable control over its finances government may well be ‘well-governed’ over the short term (in an ironic sense) but then cannot be well-governed over the medium or longer term. Finances need to be properly controlled and one mechanism for that is a budget properly constructed and enacted. However, there are various myths that Right and Left buy into or reject from time to time that also need to be dismantled and rendered ineffective in the running of that budget to the extent control is possible. The economy is situated within a world economy and both beasts are rightly chaotic in nature and chaotic in fact. However, even the chaotic can be quantified and qualified to a certain extent and expressed in the form of equations that need to be balanced lest the marketplace of the world itself do that act of balancing for you through unbalancing the efforts of governments that through design or default have decided to do otherwise in this respect. A successful budget is central to the delivery of the central conditions of the political discipline and to ensure a lengthened life for the political incumbent. The demands of this imperative are that governments should  attempt and recognize the need to eventually run an approximate state of dynamic balance… be that arrived at in the short term or at some later stage… lest the markets do this for us! (78)


Under Exigencies we note that a government that is not prepared for an array of possible emergencies is ill-prepared to respond to the same. That governments that cannot respond, within reason to an emergency, will be harshly judged… in a manner that would more than likely shorten its incumbency. Or, if unable to shorten the length of that government it may well certainly limit its capital to successfully set about achieving other forms of governance. (79)


Security speaks for itself. Security takes two interrelated forms, namely, internal security and external security. Throughout history a government that has no effective external security is a bit like a bank that leaves all its doors and windows open and proffers an open invitation to be robbed and quickly dispossessed of its assets! To extend this metaphor a little we might say internal security is a bit like protecting the structure of the bank itself (witness the general ineffectiveness of acts of terrorism… even in countries with poor, ineffective internal and security). (80)


The governance of Arbitration is usually a visible indicator of the fortunes of a government. In a lame duck presidency or in a loss of political capital, a row of scandals, etc., governance becomes harder to both envisage and enact. (81)


Regularization demands that anomalies in all forms should be renormalized for the good and health of the nation. Just as an aspirational economy cannot function if the reality of the basis we begin from is wrongly interpreted and we act in a state of non-alignment with the reality of that current reality to hand. Anomalies in all shapes and sizes are indicative also of forms of dysfunction or political neglect… that need to be suitably redressed.
 (82)


I have argued that the suitable discharge of the imperative/s of insulation are vital in order to separate various institutions from taking one or other over. Government, e.g., should not have its laws written by business. Business should be not allowed to run government, obviously to its own ends, namely, the increased wealth of its shareholders, executives, workers, etc. It is ludicrous to think tax laws and tax compliance be overseen by accountancy firms who are in the business of tax minimization if not, sometime, tax avoidance itself. By all means have submissions from those institutions being effected by such governance. Insulation also works the other way. Governments should not be allowed to expropriate the property of businesses, appropriate businesses themselves, etc. Common law, and its compliance, is one way that is observed from the side facing the dictates of an over-zealous government. However, we do not currently appear to have effective means for keeping institutions at the arm’s length from interfering in the course of governance. Institutions and their associated disciplines are to do what those disciplines set out to achieve in the execution of their central conditions. The central condition/s of government is/are different from the central condition/s of all other types of disciplines and their non-political disciplines (although it is also very true to say that in all institutions we have politics both good and bad, sometimes with a reasonable core existential sense of performance and other times with a sense of vision that has lost sight of its central raison d’être!)!
 (83)


Lastly, matters of Authority should ‘dictate’ governance to the extent such dictates need to be effectively enunciated in the ensuing dissemination of power, and not v.v. Leadership is to lead, and not be led. On the other hand, it is better to enlist co-operation rather than co-option, and, an promote an existential orientation since such service will restore political capital to a government faster than revenue…! (84)


In my mapping of a discharge of imperatives I suggested a paralleling between a primary virtual process of insightfulness and a secondary non-virtual process of oversightfulness in the enaction of a suitable dissemination of power. How is the relationship between virtual enaction and non-virtual enaction to be managed? I would contend in and through a dynamic sense of balance; i.e., through the adequate and suitable exercise of an informed, ongoing, overall transcendental suspension throughout that process of deliberation. That, then, in running both worlds together we can also better inform either world and hence this mutual interpentration of insight and oversight along with the critical consequences of this act of balance (mirroring the overall transcendental suspension). Thence its aspirational arbitration! (85)


That a similar process can apply to the collectivity of arbitration as exercised in the overall totality of governance and leadership. (86)

Similarly, how is the (meta-)process of aspirational arbitration to be best, or, i.e., better enacted, to that level achievable? Again, through exercising a well-informed, ongoing, overall transcendental suspension of the same, and, by engineering a balance of these three parties or processes of the virtual, the non-virtual and the arbitrational. (87)

How, then, can an existential complexion overall be imparted to our investigations be they theoretical, practical and/or critical in orientation? (88)


By continuously invoking an informed, ongoing, overall transcendental suspension., wittingly (through practice) and/or unwittingly (through intuition), both throughout this process of appreciation but also in the emission of a responsive process of enaction, that, hopefully, lives up to the nature of its promise… by suggesting no more nor no less a tenable pathway or set/s of pathways for resolving such imperatives… And, political reality being such as it is, such as it is found, realizing, overall, that we are forever presented with an interminable work in progress and where success is to be measured in what has been achieved, what is being achieved, and, in what might have been achieved and what was not achieved despite the utilization of such resources that were headed, over time, in that direction… like a work of art in the making that also deserves to be closely monitored, when and where possible, let us enjoy the benefits achieved in the sheer relief to be gained in the arrival of such moments and periods of resolution..!! (89)



          



    

        Noël Tointon, Sydney, 9.12.15.

Concise Overview: Tell Me “What Political Imperatives Confront Australia Today?”


This brief presentation with headings, definitions, concise arguments, comments and observations, etc., has three sections reflecting generalities, particular kinds, and, specific instances (like fruit, kinds of fruit and examples of the same). In this regard I will introduce the background of this topic, note some definitions and observations, etc. Then, in an open list, I will note twelve kinds of political imperatives that need to be faced by governments. Last, let us examine some instances of specific imperatives on this list whose arbitration, through negotiated, balanced, mutual resolution, needs to be faced by both politicians and the public. (90)


Power can only be disseminated through others privy to our intentions, through ‘institutions’ already in place for such dissemination, in such a context being exercised through others who will positively cooperate with the same through co-option and/or co-operation, and, negatively, resist forms of obstruction through resistance and/or misinterpretation, etc; be all of that exercised wittingly and/or unwittingly. (91)


In other words, we must let our intentions be known, within the custom of conventions already in place for that type of cooperative activity… be that other-enforced or self-proffered; where transmission can be obstructed; i.e., misdirected or blocked through a number of negative mechanisms. That we may not have an adequately clear and distinctive understanding of our own or others’ intentions; especially during chaotic bifurcations in behaviour. (92)


As noted, all disseminated behaviour has a democratic component even if overridden by the enforced co-option of others… since we can always withdraw our consent to co-operate… even in the face of torture… and death. (93)


Political imperatives are an assortment of public aspirations, which are individually associated with the semblance of some complex form of compulsion, whose resolution, through arbitration, is to be enacted within the influence of a set of social expectations and whose delivery, partial delivery and/or non-delivery has political ramifications! (94)


Let it be said that governments often live or die by the(ir) hand(ling) of political imperatives! (95)


‘Aspirations’ are desired objectives exercised through relatively simple short term projects or more complex longer term programs exercise in an aspirational economy. (96)


A successful aspirational economy has a realistic understanding of our immediate past, the thematization of an idealized objective or set of objectives that is possible, probable and obtainable, and, a pragmatic comprehension of what needs to be done. (97)


I believe ‘compulsion’ has three flavours intensified by public pressures to see their realization. Those complex ‘flavours’ are de-ontological, pragmatical and aesthetical. That public pressure can be intensified or overlooked through habit or custom, logical, factual, legal, political considerations, etc. (98)


E.g., in a time of war or immanent war able-bodied citizens are expected to enlist with the military if the overall political consensus was of that view. Or, e.g., after the devastation of an earthquake the government is expected to organize relief, assistance, restoration, etc. Or, e.g., society, generally, does not approve of either wastefulness or excessive consumption. Is the former culturally entertained de-ontological, pragmatical and/or aesthetic reasons? Is the latter for these reasons or for some other reason or reasons (like envy, ‘knowing your place’, it being considered not wise to advertize one’s wealth, etc.)? (99)


Given the limitations of budgets; mixed political intentions on prioritization; limitations of time and personal ability, etc., the resolution of imperatives needs to be arbitrated so as to render a more efficient and, hopefully, more effective outcome. Hence this concept of arbitration as politicians navigate various possibilities in prioritization and decide to enact, through decision and/or non-decision, the ongoing resolution of the same. This semblance of compulsion appearing to demand that all imperatives be resolved at some point in time (even though the resolution of a particular kind of imperative may only be a one off event, iterative, ongoing, etc.). (100)


Importantly, the public recognizes certain types of political enaction that needs to be discharged. Politicians need to recognize this public recognition in some form of active or passive responsiveness; i.e., accepting the imperative at face value as political, or, declining to accept such political identification. E.g., should the political response towards so-called ‘global warming’ be accepting of this ‘fact’ or otherwise, and, if acceptance is conceded, in what form should political responsiveness be engaged? E.g., we have had the Abbott government basically denying an acceptance of ‘global warming’ even though officially conceding an acceptance of such a position. “Yes, there is warming caused by humans,” and, “but, we do not need to do anything other than what we are obligated to do in this regard”. Or, something to that effect... (101)


But, the adequate discharge or inadequate discharge, through resolution, of this arbitration of imperatives can be a matter of the ‘metaphorical’ life or death of governments. Failure to act can be fatal. Failure to act suitably can be just as damaging. Politicians and/or their parties can rise and fall by such events that symbolize their adequacy and/or inadequacy in this regard. In a mature democracy, with the spectre of potentially chaotic polling, given that parties and politicians attempt to reflect their electorates along with a plethora of minor life-worlds, etc., given a lack of good political leadership, vision, etc., it is no wonder that goodwill is more evanescent than something that could be grown, both preserved and conserved, through a perception of good governance.
 (102)


Given these limitations and constrains, in the relative ongoing prioritization/non-prioritization of the current mix of political imperatives we will find an ecological system of arbitration where the enaction of processes of resolution have to be balanced both within and between imperatives.
 (103)


In an open list, I have nominated twelve types of political imperatives (to examine):

i. Central Imperatives of Need or Demand (defined as Imperatives of Social 

Improvement and/or Individual [Opportunity of] Betterment)

ii.
Imperatives of Finance or Budget

iii.
Imperatives of Exigency or Emergency

iv.
Imperatives of Security or Defense

v.
Imperatives of Arbitration or Governance

vi.
Imperatives of Regularization or Rectification

vii.
Imperatives of Insulation or Separation

viii.
Imperatives of Authority or Leadership 


ix.
Imperatives of Presupposition or Consequence

x. Balance between the Contractual and Compactual Spheres of Influence and Operation (or Balanced Political Accord)

xi. The Eleventh (Meta-)Political Imperative of Ecological Balance and Arbitrated Intervention (or Ecological Political Arbitration).

xii. The Twelfth (Trans-)Political Imperative of Engagement and Fulfilment 

(or Engaged Political Fulfilment). (104)


Let me give examples of the above and then look for more specific instances as to how this type of imperative is currently confronting Australian politicians and their electorates. (105)

Imperatives of Need or Demand (defined as Imperatives of Social Improvement and/or Individual [Opportunity of] Betterment) implicate things like the building of highways and trainlines, etc. Prioritization of the former in the Abbott government, I believe, was rightly criticized. Then we have controversies over the funding of our public universities. In a democracy four issues need to be suitably promoted by political parties hoping to win political power and/or hoping to maintain political power, namely, those key issues relating to both health and education grounded, importantly, on employment and social welfare. The public perception that these imperatives are being inadequately addressed, I am sure, will prove fatal to such aspirations! (106)

Imperatives of Finance or Budget need no mention other than to note that comparison to ‘household budgets’ is just flawed (for a variety of reasons). However the principle of good housekeeping should be observed to the extent that budgets get balanced, more or less, over the length of economic cycles, that political spending be kept within certain flexible limits whilst also being used as an instrument of demand in the depressed segments of economic cycles and be cut back, where possible, in more positive segments of economic cycles. The recent budgetary crisis manufactured prior to the 2014 Australian Budget fed into such anxieties, but, for all that, was shown to be exaggerated (over the short term). We could say the imperative connotations of this imperative were stressed, inadequately dealt with for a number of reasons, and, then, conveniently/inconveniently dropped (and became, I believe, one important factor that saw the eventual demise of the Abbott leadership?). (107)


Do we have, currently, any real Imperatives of Exigency or Emergency? How might we describe the Intervention in the Northern Territories? The so-called war on drugs, or, the upcoming war on obesity, diabetes, etc? (108)


In regard to defense, Imperatives of Security or Defense, do we need, e.g., submarines? A defense alliance with the US? Should we be non-aligned? Should we maintain a greater defensive posture? Such questions, one must suspect, have generated more heat than light, but, still, decisions that should be properly debated on all levels of political engagement. (109)


Imperatives of Arbitration or Governance concern how these prioritizations of imperatives are handled and are seen to be suitably or not so suitably handled? In this regard one must wonder to what extent political spin assists or detracts from such ‘perception forming’, to what extent the media may be to blame or the politicians themselves through the lack of integrated and consistent so-called ‘narrative/s’? (110)


Imperatives of Regularization or Rectification deal with anomalies in the current political setting/s such as should the Australian Flag have the flag of another country in it? Should we accept the Aboriginal Flag as a replacement there? Would the Indigenous population/s approve of this appropriation? And the list goes on… what might you add here in this regard? (111)


Imperatives of Insulation or Separation deal with certain pre-conditional requirements being formalized and/or observed in order to preserve and conserve our democratic way of life. E.g., the increasingly incestuous relationship between business and government needs to be stopped and reversed. That the same applies to the legal profession, the media, the lobbying of other aspects of ‘the big end of town’! Moreover, ending the unacceptable practice of influential donation seeking and acceptance, and, including a National Anti-Corruption Commission! (112)


Crises concerning Imperatives of Authority or Leadership can happen when we have a paralyzed government for whatever reason, although, it is true that a hung parliament, either in the Upper or Lower Houses, need not directly lead to such a constitutional concern. (113)


Under Imperatives of Presupposition or Consequence we note, e.g., that incremental lobbying could have unintended consequences, upsetting our implicit subscription to idea(l)s of fairness or equity, etc. (114)


We also need an appreciation of an Imperative Dealing with a Balance between the Contractual and Compactual Spheres of Influence and Operation (or Balanced Political Accord) in order to exercise a healthy existential approach towards the observance of good governance. Let me explain. All contracts need to operate in a compactual environment, i.e., one in which all contracts are suitable formed, signed and observed.
 At the same time we must also guard against the contractual colonization of compactual space by the commercial world left to its own devices to maximize profits at the expense of public goods. So, our parks should not be eaten up by commercial ventures, or, the public charged for entry without some good reason (like temporary crowd control at certain, large organized events, etc). I would also argue that we need to maintain a healthy balance of all three aspects of the compactual, contractual and their balance (as indicative and productive of the ongoing overall transcendental suspension as a pre-condition for good judgment and enaction, etc.). (115)

The Eleventh (Meta-)Political Imperative of Ecological Balance and Arbitrated Intervention (or Ecological Political Arbitration) recognizes that the field of political imperatives is also an ecological field where the best results will issue from its suitable arbitration. Much political debate will occur on this level… given constraints of budgets, time, prioritization, ability, leadership, formation of suitable narratives, etc. (116)

The Twelfth (Trans-)Political Imperative of Engagement and Fulfilment (or Engaged Political Fulfilment) recognizes the important fact that the engaged politician needs to self-find both a compactual and existential sense of pleasure in being a politician as well as other-find a recognition in their electorates, and beyond, of their apparent authenticity. I.e., be seen politically observing this central condition of the political world, to some degree and in some form, that politicians of whatever ideological characteristics are there to successfully oversee both ‘social improvement (of infrastructure, etc.) and (opportunities for) individual betterment’. Thence their need for us to see their recognition of this essential raison d’être of political life..! (117)

The suitable resolution, through arbitration, of political imperatives is the sine qua non of the continuing life of a government in and through its perception as a ‘good government’. Failure to observe this central condition, eventually, without fail, is political ‘death’! In good governance we find both the preservation and conservation
 of goodwill… along with the continuing ‘life’ of that politician and their party (under normal circumstances). Thence the importance politicians, and their electorates, should attach to the suitable arbitration of all political imperatives. An ‘imperative’ is not merely a desire that some people seek to find realized, but, in the reality of social truth, compels the appropriate authorities to deal with the same and never absolutely state the absolute postponement of its eventual resolution. All imperatives, given the constraints of budgets, political expediency and the ecology within and between imperatives, etc., implies the deferment, to some extent, in their resolution in some form or other, however, the successful politician does such in the light of their probable ramifications (i.e., present implications and future consequences). That the skillful politician insightfully oversees such foresight!! (118)









           Noël Tointon, Sydney, 9.4.16.

� 	By overall political world is meant the traditional non-virtual political domain, the domain of the non-virtual from a political point of view, and, the speculative emergence of the nusphere should that be shown to arise as a viable political force or center. Refer to Part IV paragraph 60.


� 	As in the doctrine of the separation of powers between the executive, legislature and the judiciary.


� 	Super-representatives being the combined lobbying power of commercial sectors of the economy such as, e.g., business, finance, media, the mining sector, etc. The lobbying by foreign powers could also be included here?


� 	An improved definition is supplied in the Concise Overview at end of this essay. (VI.94)


� 	An example of our natural goodness and inherent care and concern for others as introduced and examined by the Chinese Confucian Mencius. A number of Chinese philosophers, both Confucian and non-Confucial/anti-Confucian disagreed with him (although I believe he makes a very valid point here that most of us can be empathetic courtesy of our mirror neurones, etc. That, in effect, the natural disposition of the human is such that it can register and recognize the de-ontological nature of imperatives).


� 	One might argue that sociopathy is the 


� 	These six types of (trans-intentional/trans-cognitive forms of) judgment are, namely, pre-essential judgment (concerning non-integrated essential elements), integrated essential elements that have an aesthetic complexion, de-ontological judgment, pragmatical judgment, hermeneutical determinations of possibility, and, factual determinations of apparent actuality. These archetypal judgment types arise through the subtle privileging or the tri-partite moments that constitute the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension (a.k.a. the overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension, etc.) of Object, Ego and World. Refer to those essays that deal with this complex topic. Suffice to say that we have six types of judgment according to our ordered analysis and the third order is de-ontological and the fourth order is pragmatical. On a more superficial level they should not be confused. On deeper levels we need to accommodate the fact that relative simplicity of order breaks down and there are situations where we need to accommodate these ordered forms of judgment. The classic example of mine being the architect of a bridge that must not, in de-ontological terms, fall down and injure people but, in pragmatic terms, still be built within a reasonable budget. 


� 	Representing, respectively, 3rd, 4th, 2nd, 5th and 6th orders. The intriguing question to ask here is can you have a 1st order imperative? My tentative answer is that the phenomenal-phenomenologically distinctive essential feature in its own right can be treated as an imperative in and through its being experienced as phenomenologically distinctive in the essentially mapped form that it has (as its sense). So, e.g., salty water is ‘saline’ to the taste regardless of how much more salt is added to that water once its brackish nature is discerned (much like a perceptual imperative, but, in this instance, applying only to one isolated phenomenal-phenomenological aspect). 


� 	We could call that a perceptual imperative. Sometimes apparent perceptual imperatives, like e.g., the apparent bending of straight sticks half-immersed in water, need to be re-interpreted by meta-perceptual imperatives (like, e.g., that a straight stick is still a straight stick unless actually bent). When we find a continual perceptual concurrence between expected perceptual modalities we could treat that type of situation as a (provisionally) confirmed perceptual imperative; or, i.e., as a sixth ordered construct treated as an actual fact or set of actual facts. 


� 	‘And/or’ is operative here. E.g., a government could directly or indirectly build or permit the building of a university. A university placement, as an opportunity for individual betterment, if it were to be taken up, is dependent upon the infra-structure of that university built and in place.


� 	These double headings, or doublets, help to redefine the representational space in which these imperatives make their entrances and exits.


� 	It may seem confusing but I have listed a number of imperatives dealing with forms of arbitration, namely, those imperatives concerning governance or leadership (where political decisions might be primarily exercised, e.g., to favour road building versus rail extensions, or v.v.), etc; those general meta-imperatives of aspirational arbitration as exercised in the co-option of an aspirational economy; then with imperatives of collective arbitration wherein a person or politician has to make a decision as to how to prioritize a certain set of imperatives. E.g., a group of economists might get together to formulate a working paper dealing with tax change in Australia. They might suggest raising the Goods and Services Tax (on consumption) (along with a number of other proposals as a suite of recommendations). However, in the political world that might not be a good direction to head in the political climate as it currently stands. Or, if the politicians came on board for the raising of this tax level that would then be a matter of governance or arbitration. In terms of selling this tax, taking leadership on this issue, we would then have to invoke imperatives of authority or leadership as well. The aspirational imperative is at work inside the aspiration economy to oversee the integrated interaction of realistic, pragmatic and idealistic contributions. On the other hand to arbitrate different classes of imperatives we invoke imperatives of aspiration or governance. Then, to sell these forms of arbitration we need to invoke both imperatives of good governance and imperatives of good leadership… at least successful leadership since it’s quite possible to lose much political capital in the process and increase the likelihood of a change of government and/or leader. At least these three types of arbitration will all utilize similar methods of arbitration, namely dialectical forms of resolution invoking, to varying degrees, an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. The degree to which a transcendental orientation is enacted having a close resemblance to the degree an existential orientation has been exercised in the ensuing dissemination of power.


� 	Even this doctrine has philosophical limitations. Not all words have just one denomination or one nomination, etc.


� 	My solution here is to ask whether we need a head of state, say a president or governor general, and if the consensus here demands that then deal with that situation in the light of a forming consensus (with possibilities of reassessment and change at a future date to be decided by a commission charged with such a task)? The current monarch can be seen to head the organization of the Commonwealth and as a part of the Commonwealth the head of the monarch could stay on the coinage (as a suitable form of appeasement of monarchist??)? Although that too may well be seen to be out of alignment with political reality, namely, that Australia is an independent country (just as the Union Jack sitting inside the Australian flag seems to be ludicrous if the history of that association were not properly understood).


� 	The Union jack itself is three flags that may not always represent a United Kingdom.


� 	In this regard I am thinking about South Australia’s exposure to peak power demands in a spot market that has become more expensive and is in immanent danger of not finding enough power for its domestic needs.


� 	Refer to paragraph (27).


� 	By such means making sure projects and programs that are not functioning very well or producing adverse and unintended consequences are quickly and successfully modified or deferred if not decisively truncated.


� 	As defined elsewhere, ‘enaction’ entails ‘both actions and non-actions’ (where the latter may be enacted in view of an inadequate access to relevant information, evidence or a temporary inability to oversee an active response in the meantime.


� 	Like all countries, Australia has its fair share of such anomalies. A perspicacious politician would start the ball rolling and head the body politic towards a better state of play in this regard, and, hopefully, eventually arriving at a point where and when the anomaly being addressed, directly or indirectly, has been aptly discharged. In this regard renormalization must always be seen as process and as not a mere piece of legislation, or a simple momentary act, etc.


� 	Just as the central condition/s of health insurance are in many ways antithetical to the central condition/s of a public health system and should not be given public monies (that will, in part, be headed to shareholders) despite any claims for a so-called, yet to be proven, dividend from such competition. In many ways budgetary restraints, the importation of innovations in health care and shifts in demography and public demand usually supply more than enough forms of a so-called element of internal ‘competition’ to effect change within the overall system?


� 	Collected here is my current thinking on this topic; written in a concise form, with heading, etc., for presentation to The Continental Philosophy Group in July, 2016.


� 	Refer to Part VII and Part VIII.


� 	Refer to What Profit Profit? Module III.


� 	‘And/or’ is operative here. E.g., a government could directly or indirectly build or permit the building of a university. A university placement, as an opportunity for individual betterment, if it were to be taken up, is dependent upon the infra-structure of that university built and in place. These double headings, or doublets, help to redefine the representational space in which these imperatives make their entrances and exits.


� 	The first eight imperatives can be found in Part VI. The ninth was added in VIII.27. The last three can be noted in the Postscript (being developed first in an economic setting of Module III in What Profit Profit?).


� 	The word ‘suitable’ is code for ‘passable’, i.e., proper, appropriate and apposite (as noted elsewhere).


� 	As already defined, ‘preservation’ is the non-cessation of that in question whilst conservation oversees an amplification of its valuation. In this light, e.g., goodwill should be both preserved and conserved.





