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Part VI: Political Imperatives: What Are They Today?*

0.    Pre-Introduction


Political imperatives – what are they? What is a political imperative, and, today, what types of imperatives should we note and seek to address (if we were to be aware of the same as they might be seen to address us?)?? (0)

1.    Introductory Outline


First, let me examine the nature or natures of an imperative in general terms and then note how a set of an assortment of imperatives might be found to intersect our lives both politically and non-politically. (1)


Then, in a list let me note a number of types of imperative that need to be addressed, with varying degrees of urgency, in the overall market place of the political world.
 (2)


In this list let me note, e.g., imperatives of need (in a hierarchy of aspirations), insulation or separation (of internal powers
 and external super-representatives
), leadership or intervention, financial adaptation and rectitude, and, importantly of exigency (be that of an internal crisis, catastrophe, violence, civil war and/or of an external crisis, threat of war, warfare, etc.), etc. (3)


I will then examine this list of imperatives in general terms of reference. (4)


Given a political confluence of often competing imperatives, and a limitation of political capital (in terms of political motivation, time, energy of commitment, recourses, finances, etc.), I will then examine how we might find ways and means for negotiating their collective expedition, i.e., political arbitration. (5)


I will then end with a provisional set of conclusions and observations, etc. (6)


The overall set of arguments here is as follows: in the political arena what is an imperative; what imperatives should a politician deal with and so let me map those more prominent types of imperative; given this mix of imperative-types how should a politician arbitrate their enaction, and, in this regard what needs to be attended today in order to oversee a suitable discharge of such important political features (that can make or break politicians and political parties on the political landscape)? (7)

*For the latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html
Concise Overview: Tell Me “What Political Imperatives Confront Australia Today?”


This brief presentation with headings, definitions, concise arguments, comments and observations, etc., has three sections reflecting generalities, particular kinds, and, specific instances (like fruit, kinds of fruit and examples of the same). In this regard I will introduce the background of this topic, note some definitions and observations, etc. Then, in an open list, I will note twelve kinds of political imperatives that need to be faced by governments. Last, let us examine some instances of specific imperatives on this list whose arbitration, through negotiated, balanced, mutual resolution, needs to be faced by both politicians and the public. (90)


Power can only be disseminated through others privy to our intentions, through ‘institutions’ already in place for such dissemination, in such a context being exercised through others who will positively cooperate with the same through co-option and/or co-operation, and, negatively, resist forms of obstruction through resistance and/or misinterpretation, etc; be all of that exercised wittingly and/or unwittingly. (91)


In other words, we must let our intentions be known, within the custom of conventions already in place for that type of cooperative activity… be that other-enforced or self-proffered; where transmission can be obstructed; i.e., misdirected or blocked through a number of negative mechanisms. That we may not have an adequately clear and distinctive understanding of our own or others’ intentions; especially during chaotic bifurcations in behaviour. (92)


As noted, all disseminated behaviour has a democratic component even if overridden by the enforced co-option of others… since we can always withdraw our consent to co-operate… even in the face of torture… and death. (93)


Political imperatives are an assortment of public aspirations, which are individually associated with the semblance of some complex form of compulsion, whose resolution, through arbitration, is to be enacted within the influence of a set of social expectations and whose delivery, partial delivery and/or non-delivery has political ramifications! (94)


Let it be said that governments often live or die by the(ir) hand(ling) of political imperatives! (95)


‘Aspirations’ are desired objectives exercised through relatively simple short term projects or more complex longer term programs exercise in an aspirational economy. (96)


A successful aspirational economy has a realistic understanding of our immediate past, the thematization of an idealized objective or set of objectives that is possible, probable and obtainable, and, a pragmatic comprehension of what needs to be done. (97)


I believe ‘compulsion’ has three flavours intensified by public pressures to see their realization. Those complex ‘flavours’ are de-ontological, pragmatical and aesthetical. That public pressure can be intensified or overlooked through habit or custom, logical, factual, legal, political considerations, etc. (98)


E.g., in a time of war or immanent war able-bodied citizens are expected to enlist with the military if the overall political consensus was of that view. Or, e.g., after the devastation of an earthquake the government is expected to organize relief, assistance, restoration, etc. Or, e.g., society, generally, does not approve of either wastefulness or excessive consumption. Is the former culturally entertained de-ontological, pragmatical and/or aesthetic reasons? Is the latter for these reasons or for some other reason or reasons (like envy, ‘knowing your place’, it being considered not wise to advertize one’s wealth, etc.)? (99)


Given the limitations of budgets; mixed political intentions on prioritization; limitations of time and personal ability, etc., the resolution of imperatives needs to be arbitrated so as to render a more efficient and, hopefully, more effective outcome. Hence this concept of arbitration as politicians navigate various possibilities in prioritization and decide to enact, through decision and/or non-decision, the ongoing resolution of the same. This semblance of compulsion appearing to demand that all imperatives be resolved at some point in time (even though the resolution of a particular kind of imperative may only be a one off event, iterative, ongoing, etc.). (100)


Importantly, the public recognizes certain types of political enaction that needs to be discharged. Politicians need to recognize this public recognition in some form of active or passive responsiveness; i.e., accepting the imperative at face value as political, or, declining to accept such political identification. E.g., should the political response towards so-called ‘global warming’ be accepting of this ‘fact’ or otherwise, and, if acceptance is conceded, in what form should political responsiveness be engaged? E.g., we have had the Abbott government basically denying an acceptance of ‘global warming’ even though officially conceding an acceptance of such a position. “Yes, there is warming caused by humans,” and, “but, we do not need to do anything other than what we are obligated to do in this regard”. Or, something to that effect... (101)


But, the adequate discharge or inadequate discharge, through resolution, of this arbitration of imperatives can be a matter of the ‘metaphorical’ life or death of governments. Failure to act can be fatal. Failure to act suitably can be just as damaging. Politicians and/or their parties can rise and fall by such events that symbolize their adequacy and/or inadequacy in this regard. In a mature democracy, with the spectre of potentially chaotic polling, given that parties and politicians attempt to reflect their electorates along with a plethora of minor life-worlds, etc., given a lack of good political leadership, vision, etc., it is no wonder that goodwill is more evanescent than something that could be grown, both preserved and conserved, through a perception of good governance.
 (102)


Given these limitations and constrains, in the relative ongoing prioritization/non-prioritization of the current mix of political imperatives we will find an ecological system of arbitration where the enaction of processes of resolution have to be balanced both within and between imperatives.
 (103)


In an open list, I have nominated twelve types of political imperatives (to examine):

i. Central Imperatives of Need or Demand (defined as Imperatives of Social 

Improvement and/or Individual [Opportunity of] Betterment)

ii.
Imperatives of Finance or Budget

iii.
Imperatives of Exigency or Emergency

iv.
Imperatives of Security or Defense

v.
Imperatives of Arbitration or Governance

vi.
Imperatives of Regularization or Rectification

vii.
Imperatives of Insulation or Separation

viii.
Imperatives of Authority or Leadership 


ix.
Imperatives of Presupposition or Consequence

x. Balance between the Contractual and Compactual Spheres of Influence and Operation (or Balanced Political Accord)

xi. The Eleventh (Meta-)Political Imperative of Ecological Balance and Arbitrated Intervention (or Ecological Political Arbitration).

xii. The Twelfth (Trans-)Political Imperative of Engagement and Fulfilment 

(or Engaged Political Fulfilment). (104)


Let me give examples of the above and then look for more specific instances as to how this type of imperative is currently confronting Australian politicians and their electorates. (105)

Imperatives of Need or Demand (defined as Imperatives of Social Improvement and/or Individual [Opportunity of] Betterment) implicate things like the building of highways and trainlines, etc. Prioritization of the former in the Abbott government, I believe, was rightly criticized. Then we have controversies over the funding of our public universities. In a democracy four issues need to be suitably promoted by political parties hoping to win political power and/or hoping to maintain political power, namely, those key issues relating to both health and education grounded, importantly, on employment and social welfare. The public perception that these imperatives are being inadequately addressed, I am sure, will prove fatal to such aspirations! (106)

Imperatives of Finance or Budget need no mention other than to note that comparison to ‘household budgets’ is just flawed (for a variety of reasons). However the principle of good housekeeping should be observed to the extent that budgets get balanced, more or less, over the length of economic cycles, that political spending be kept within certain flexible limits whilst also being used as an instrument of demand in the depressed segments of economic cycles and be cut back, where possible, in more positive segments of economic cycles. The recent budgetary crisis manufactured prior to the 2014 Australian Budget fed into such anxieties, but, for all that, was shown to be exaggerated (over the short term). We could say the imperative connotations of this imperative were stressed, inadequately dealt with for a number of reasons, and, then, conveniently/inconveniently dropped (and became, I believe, one important factor that saw the eventual demise of the Abbott leadership?). (107)


Do we have, currently, any real Imperatives of Exigency or Emergency? How might we describe the Intervention in the Northern Territories? The so-called war on drugs, or, the upcoming war on obesity, diabetes, etc? (108)


In regard to defense, Imperatives of Security or Defense, do we need, e.g., submarines? A defense alliance with the US? Should we be non-aligned? Should we maintain a greater defensive posture? Such questions, one must suspect, have generated more heat than light, but, still, decisions that should be properly debated on all levels of political engagement. (109)


Imperatives of Arbitration or Governance concern how these prioritizations of imperatives are handled and are seen to be suitably or not so suitably handled? In this regard one must wonder to what extent political spin assists or detracts from such ‘perception forming’, to what extent the media may be to blame or the politicians themselves through the lack of integrated and consistent so-called ‘narrative/s’? (110)


Imperatives of Regularization or Rectification deal with anomalies in the current political setting/s such as should the Australian Flag have the flag of another country in it? Should we accept the Aboriginal Flag as a replacement there? Would the Indigenous population/s approve of this appropriation? And the list goes on… what might you add here in this regard? (111)


Imperatives of Insulation or Separation deal with certain pre-conditional requirements being formalized and/or observed in order to preserve and conserve our democratic way of life. E.g., the increasingly incestuous relationship between business and government needs to be stopped and reversed. That the same applies to the legal profession, the media, the lobbying of other aspects of ‘the big end of town’! Moreover, ending the unacceptable practice of influential donation seeking and acceptance, and, including a National Anti-Corruption Commission! (112)


Crises concerning Imperatives of Authority or Leadership can happen when we have a paralyzed government for whatever reason, although, it is true that a hung parliament, either in the Upper or Lower Houses, need not directly lead to such a constitutional concern. (113)


Under Imperatives of Presupposition or Consequence we note, e.g., that incremental lobbying could have unintended consequences, upsetting our implicit subscription to idea(l)s of fairness or equity, etc. (114)


We also need an appreciation of an Imperative Dealing with a Balance between the Contractual and Compactual Spheres of Influence and Operation (or Balanced Political Accord) in order to exercise a healthy existential approach towards the observance of good governance. Let me explain. All contracts need to operate in a compactual environment, i.e., one in which all contracts are suitable formed, signed and observed.
 At the same time we must also guard against the contractual colonization of compactual space by the commercial world left to its own devices to maximize profits at the expense of public goods. So, our parks should not be eaten up by commercial ventures, or, the public charged for entry without some good reason (like temporary crowd control at certain, large organized events, etc). I would also argue that we need to maintain a healthy balance of all three aspects of the compactual, contractual and their balance (as indicative and productive of the ongoing overall transcendental suspension as a pre-condition for good judgment and enaction, etc.). (115)

The Eleventh (Meta-)Political Imperative of Ecological Balance and Arbitrated Intervention (or Ecological Political Arbitration) recognizes that the field of political imperatives is also an ecological field where the best results will issue from its suitable arbitration. Much political debate will occur on this level… given constraints of budgets, time, prioritization, ability, leadership, formation of suitable narratives, etc. (116)

The Twelfth (Trans-)Political Imperative of Engagement and Fulfilment (or Engaged Political Fulfilment) recognizes the important fact that the engaged politician needs to self-find both a compactual and existential sense of pleasure in being a politician as well as other-find a recognition in their electorates, and beyond, of their apparent authenticity. I.e., be seen politically observing this central condition of the political world, to some degree and in some form, that politicians of whatever ideological characteristics are there to successfully oversee both ‘social improvement (of infrastructure, etc.) and (opportunities for) individual betterment’. Thence their need for us to see their recognition of this essential raison d’être of political life..! (117)

The suitable resolution, through arbitration, of political imperatives is the sine qua non of the continuing life of a government in and through its perception as a ‘good government’. Failure to observe this central condition, eventually, without fail, is political ‘death’! In good governance we find both the preservation and conservation
 of goodwill… along with the continuing ‘life’ of that politician and their party (under normal circumstances). Thence the importance politicians, and their electorates, should attach to the suitable arbitration of all political imperatives. An ‘imperative’ is not merely a desire that some people seek to find realized, but, in the reality of social truth, compels the appropriate authorities to deal with the same and never absolutely state the absolute postponement of its eventual resolution. All imperatives, given the constraints of budgets, political expediency and the ecology within and between imperatives, etc., implies the deferment, to some extent, in their resolution in some form or other, however, the successful politician does such in the light of their probable ramifications (i.e., present implications and future consequences). That the skillful politician insightfully oversees such foresight!! (118)









           Noël Tointon, Sydney, 9.4.16.
� 	By overall political world is meant the traditional non-virtual political domain, the domain of the non-virtual from a political point of view, and, the speculative emergence of the nusphere should that be shown to arise as a viable political force or center. Refer to Part IV paragraph 60.


� 	As in the doctrine of the separation of powers between the executive, legislature and the judiciary.


� 	Super-representatives being the combined lobbying power of commercial sectors of the economy such as, e.g., business, finance, media, the mining sector, etc. The lobbying by foreign powers could also be included here?


� 	Collected here is my current thinking on this topic; written in a concise form, with heading, etc., for presentation to The Continental Philosophy Group in July, 2016.


� 	Refer to Part VII and Part VIII.


� 	Refer to What Profit Profit? Module III.


� 	‘And/or’ is operative here. E.g., a government could directly or indirectly build or permit the building of a university. A university placement, as an opportunity for individual betterment, if it were to be taken up, is dependent upon the infra-structure of that university built and in place. These double headings, or doublets, help to redefine the representational space in which these imperatives make their entrances and exits.


� 	The first eight imperatives can be found in Part VI. The ninth was added in VIII.27. The last three can be noted in the Postscript (being developed first in an economic setting of Module III in What Profit Profit?).


� 	The word ‘suitable’ is code for ‘passable’, i.e., proper, appropriate and apposite (as noted elsewhere).


� 	As already defined, ‘preservation’ is the non-cessation of that in question whilst conservation oversees an amplification of its valuation. In this light, e.g., goodwill should be both preserved and conserved.





