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Part VIII: Good Political Governance?!*

0.    Pre-Introduction


In Part VII we explore the ramifications of the observation that: 

Good political governance is the relatively successful arbitration of political imperatives within the limitations of the political economy (which includes its political capital). (0)

1.    Introductory Outline

First, let examine this province of governance through the lens of a commentary. (1)


Second, let me identify what is meant by ‘political imperatives’? (2)

Third, let me explore further what might be meant in the expression ‘arbitration’? (3) 



Fourth, let me investigate this relatively unexplored concept of ‘political capital’. (4)


Fifth, let me analyze this complex concept of ‘good governance’ in this new light. (5)


To end, let me proffer, as per usual, a series of conclusions and observations. (6)

2.    A Brief, Contextual Commentary on this Provisional Definition of Good Governance

Good governance is what people want, optimistically hope for, but, pessimistically don’t expect they will find. The spokepersons of government are good at telling people what they think we want to hear but in telling us everything seem to tell us nothing new. In ‘peering’ into the murky depths of the halls and backrooms of power, glimpsed on television and read about in newspapers, people are left wondering to what extent the politicians are merely extending their own sense of power and translating this status into some form of self-entitlement to be re-expressed in subtle and not so subtle forms of benefit either now or later such as well paying jobs overseas or as chairpersons of expensive committees (often with dubious political purposes). Democratic politicians are suppose to speak for their electorates but seem to be speaking, instead, for those who possess forms of financial privilege and wish to profit further from such an historically fruitful association. In democratic countries why is there so much expensive lobbying? Because the payoffs from such investments can be many quanta over that originally outlaid! In Australia the Mining Industry is said to have outlaid only twenty million dollars in an advertizing campaign that led the government of the day to backdown and get the main miners themselves to rewrite the tax law, all too obviously in their favour with huge write-offs front-loaded, to then see the entire tax scrapped by a very compliant Liberal-National Party Coalition. (7)

*For the latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html
For the miners it was a wonderful investment. In an Orwellian like abuse of language this Liberal government then gloated in the fact that it had scrapped ‘one more big fat tax’ even if it were, in truth, an ‘impost’ on the mining industry itself and not the ‘suffering’ tax-payers themselves who, collectively would have benefited. It is also a sad fact that half the royalties in the mining states of Australia is returned to miners indirectly in the form of subsidized infrastructure like roads and railway tracks, etc., in order for these multi-national businesses to more efficiently, and more cheaply, export our Australian patrimony overseas (given that more foreigners have invested in Australian mining shares than Australians). Language should never be abused because it is always an abuse of the person in some form or other; sometimes a few and at other times more of us, but, an abuse of just one person not stood up to is forever an abuse of all of us… as we must all suffer from such denigration of the human spirit…. (8)


As noted in my analysis of aspiration
, as the motivation for intentional enaction, the political economy like all other economies, both psychologically or socially oriented, must exercise a healthy balance of realism, idealism and pragmatism. Without ‘our feet on the ground’, so to speak, no one will go anywhere too successfully and this applies as much to the political world as the non-political world (of interpersonal relationships and personal endeavours). (9)


What is said, and left unsaid, in this statement on the (existential) nature of good governance? Then, what do hope to convey by writing a short commentary and a detailing a set of monographs on these technical term of governance, etc? That, although I am talking primarily about mature democratic forms of government, say, as in Australia or the USA, the main points apply to all forms of governance – from self-governance to the running of business organizations to the running of local councils and on to dictatorships be that by one person, a few or by a party. Moreover, in the writing of this commentary, I am going to alert the reader to a ninth political imperative (to the eight kinds outlined in Part VI), namely, the imperative of the consequential or pre-suppositional wherein the pre-conditions, condition and post-conditions of a democratic system need to be carefully and critically monitored lest through incremental exercised strategies, either wittingly and/or unwittingly enacted, we lose the preservation of our democratic system along with the existential possibilities of its amplification in valuation formation. (10)


Good governance is seen as the goal of good government! Implied here is a receptivity to an existential dimension exercised through political insight and political oversight. The ensuing dissemination of political power reflecting this existential orientation. Why this implicit equivalence between ‘good’ and existential ‘orientation’? Because the existential orientation is a pro-relational stance enacted to the same degree from the point of the perspective of that relationship itself per se. I.e., what promotes the relationship promotes the wellbeing, in general, of the participants in that relationship to the extent they, too, operate in and from an existential perspective. As already noted, and stressed, the dissemination of power can only be through others and, therefore, it would be true to say that all expressions of our interactions with others can be seen as expressions of ‘power’ and, therein, political by nature. But, equally, it would be wrong to reduce all forms of intentional expression to (political) power plays given that enaction is only achieved through processes of harmonic resolution that, as well, can never be absolutely enacted ‘for-oneself, from-one’s self’ given the inevitable need for reciprocity, etc., in a relationship (in order for it to be a relationship where the members of that relationship must actually participate, to some degree, in the relational ambit of that same relationship
). (11)


Good governance is defined as the relatively successful arbitration of political imperatives… By ‘arbitration’ is meant their harmonic resolution. What finds resolution? Political imperatives! What is a political imperative and what makes an imperative political? A particular imperative is a type of textual deposition that could be made with an enactive overlay that appears to imply the demand for some form of successful response; i.e., a response that would discharge a specific instance of that particular type of general need expressed in that form of articulation as noted. E.g., if the economy was heading for a recession, or a periods of depression, calls would be made on the government of the day to do something that would reverse this adverse economic trend in increasing unemployment. Although governments are not as powerful as they might thinks themselves to be, still, the concert of collective action can make a difference. They could actually employ people (and hopefully in a socially profitable sense), pay them unemployment benefits (through an institution that is both compassionate and caring, perhaps even able to find re-employment for these currently unemployed people in a system predicated on certain fluctuating degrees of non-full employment), looking into enacting those pre-conditions that promote growth in the economy and in employment, pay people to profitably employ unemployed workers, etc. So, particular imperatives may not be made formally they are to be found in the political sphere when voiced by politicians, disciplinarians of various forms (like economists, philosophers, sociologists, etc.), and non-politicians (and non-disciplinarians). A specific political imperative is the formal description(-prescription) of a certain situation with an explicit and/or implicit call for some form of political resolution. The apparent ‘force’ of an imperative taking a de-ontological and/or a pragmatical and/or an aesthetical force (and indirectly from the other three orders in terms of a first order non-integrated definition of dealing with x and not y in a situation that calls for x-ness rather than y-ness; a fifth order emphasis on a high probability of enactive interaction rather than the merest possibly for the same; and, an apparent sixth order conformity/without non-conformity/non-disconformity with accepted factual histories relevant to that specific situation in question).
 Effectively, particular and specific imperatives are called into focus when formulated and articulated. The politician deals with their possibility and, hopefully, proactively before they become more difficult to have to deal with. As noted, in Part VI I outlined eight varieties and in this short commentary have noted the need for a ninth to be taken into consideration, namely, the Political Imperative of the Presuppositional or Consequential (in relation to the preservation and conservation of the democratic way of political life).
 However, let me first outline what we would need to know on this topic of the resolution of political imperatives (in the pursuit of good governance). (12)


Resolution is designated as arbitration. Given the limitations of government, in terms of political capital, political goodwill, finance, expertise, time, competition form other projects and programs, competing ministries, a lack of a so-called budget repair (meaning a great budgetary deficit), etc. However, imperative being what they are call to be successfully resolved in some form or other. In the advent of a serious earthquake we would expect the government to move very quickly in supplying that area with emergency aid. And, also to put in place those institutions that would quickly repair the necessities of civilized life and outline what was needed to rebuild, etc. (13)


Outside times of crisis; political, natural, economic and/or martial in complexion) governments would need to arbitrate relevant imperatives dealing with the central condition and its demand for dealing with need in the form of providing social improvement (in better infra-structure, services, etc.), and, the advancing the opportunities for ‘individual betterment’. (14)


Governments also have to deal with other imperatives pressing upon their time, such as, e.g., financial imperatives of ensuring over the long term that the budgetary in-comings come to meet budgetary out-goings through the meeting a successful sense of balance… (15)


Quite simply, political imperatives have political ramifications (which will be looked at more closely in the next section). (16)


I have chosen this word ‘arbitration’ to correspond with the word ‘resolution’ in the sense that a politician has to negotiate competing imperatives and hence has to juggle one pattern of resolution or set of resolutions with another pattern or set of resolutions. In other words, they need to arbitrate between such competing sets of need that they must also carefully and efficiently allocate or re-allocate their finite resources in that regard. Competition occurring between different short term, medium term and long term projects and programs; between different imperatives; between different possible modes of resolution; attempting to maximize positive forms of valuation and minimize negative forms of valuation; all within the limitations of budgets, time, space, history, cultures, non-existential and existential forms of egoistic perturbation, overt and covert forms of non-parallelization in intentional enaction, etc. Or, all that as found in the normal hurly burly of the political fray. (17)


In the background of this set of essays has been work done on the nature of disciplines. In this regard I have proffered a three-fold - three-fold heuristic implying that disciplines are generated around the formation of the judgmental processes central to intentional formation in and through the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension, i.e., intentional thematization, aspiration, enaction, appreciation (in terms of a consequential post-conditional analysis), etc. I model this approach on the concept of a theological difference; i.e., that a theologian desires to establish a non-secular way of viewing the world. Therefore, if we were to subtract a secularist vision of the world from that of a specific theologian or a particular set of theologians in general we would be left with a difference I have called a ‘theological difference’ whose complexion would reflect whether we were using the work of a specific theologian or a particular group of theologians in order to formulate that ‘differential’ in greater detail be that in specific or in particular terms of reference. Similarly, in an examination of philosophy as a discipline I proposed a parallel distinction, namely, a philosophical difference or a philosophical differential (that distinctively characterizes the philosophical discipline in whatever form it should be developed by a philosopher or philosophers of a particular kind or in genera). Paralleling these differences we can propose in a certain discipline its distinctiveness as its disciplinary difference or differential. Hence a political difference or political differential. What then distinguishes this characteristic feature of a certain specific or particular kind of discipline? This was nominated by myself as the core central condition of that discipline. In the political sphere I argued for ‘social improvement and individual betterment’ even in the political relationship between a master and their slave; implying the need for a minimal degree of relational preservation (in the non-destruction of that relationship) and relational conservation (in an amplification of value). Of course in the course of the master meeting their needs through their slave they must at least preserve that relationship and hopefully, for the slave, also meet some of their needs for food, fluids, shelter, rest, education so as to follow instructions, etc. The characterization of this central condition is also something that we can arrive at through noting the types of imperatives that discipline finds itself naturally dealing with and the manner or style that central condition is aspired after (central aspiration or meta-differential) and the nature of the pragmatic relationship that practically attempts to connect the realism of the central condition with the idealism of its aspiration(as its central relation or non-differential). Or, by defining the phenomenological-phenomenal nature of its correlations as marking out political intentions, etc. Hence our ability, on one hand to link, say, political intentions with the central condition or the type of imperatives that that type of discipline finds itself naturally dealing with, and, on the other, the converse or inverse contrast supplied by our other two dialectical moments to the extent that, e.g., the central condition is not the central relations and not the central aspiration, etc.
 Hence these parallels and counter-parallels can be used to better flesh out the meaning of these expressions as being exercised within a particular (kind of) discipline or of a specific discipline (say, politics in a democratic-like setting or in the Australian situation, e.g.). (18)


Not only is our life led through interactions with others we also arrive at a sense of freedom through others (if not from others). Freedom is a state of being that needs to be adequately and suitably re-appreciated in phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential terms of reference. Doing that we would realize that our freedom to be we think we are is actually arrived at through-others, and v.v., and not otherwise. It is only upon this freedom found through others that we can arrive at any sense of a political contract. For there to be a social contract in a political sphere this pre-condition of freedom must underwrite it. The political master gets their freedom through others doing their specific bidding, and v.v. All parties have the freedom to not oblige in that regard. Thence the dissemination of power is not only that which others, ostensively, hold over us, but, more correctly, also that which can only be exercised through-us. Such exercise, in reality, being met by co-option or co-operation; along with forms of obscuration, obfuscation, resistance, dissimulation, deconstruction, redirection, re-direction, etc. (19)


In a discipline this differential, as its distinctive dealing with a certain types of imperative, is characterized by those styles of resolution entered into in the practice of that specific discipline as it seeks to enact the aspirations of it central condition. In the political sphere we could say that political optimization of the central condition realizes this freedom for all parties concerned to operate in and through that discipline in question. This might be more clear if we were to see society as our ‘master’ and then asking to what extent, in what manner, the freedoms we do have are not the product of how our society is organized in a political sense. Such an appreciation would also let us compare other political societies in order to determine to what extent they too have a similar or better or worse record in this regard. (20)

Moreover, we could add that existentialization of this process, overall, contributes usually to a better optimization of that central condition and the manner it is being aspired to, and v.v., in the light of its current pragmatic realization. (21)

As noted before, the ‘central condition’ is equivalent to ‘political intentions’ and the ‘political differential’ which is none other than the presentation of certain distinctive type/s of imperatives that demand forms of resolution appropriate to that particular field of imperatives (which, in this instance, is political). (22)

The particular or specifically specified field of the political being the non-differential and is the overall field of those particular imperatives in question. In contrast the resolution of those imperatives contributes the existential aspect and the aspect of the meta-differential, i.e., the meta-political. (23)


What types of limitations are there in the path of this process of arbitration in which the resolution of certain particular and/or specific kinds of imperatives are to be dealt with through the political deliberations of those political professionals? A list already noted includes the following: (specific processes of resolution being exercised) within the limitations of budgets, time, space, history, cultures, non-existential and existential forms of egoistic perturbation, overt and covert forms of non-parallelization in intentional enaction, etc.
 This is an open list where, for convenience, we can note such limitations as all falling with the concept of ‘political capital’ (given that all forms of limitations are actually compounded with a relative loss of this sense of political capital). I am going to argue that political capital is a psychic state of political affairs that can be profitably cultivated and grown and not necessarily depleted and lost. It being a major point of this essay to closely examine this phenomenon (in a context that also notes a looming crisis in the democratic way of life given that many politicians are being perceived as more beholden, wittingly and/or unwittingly, to financial figures and organization of influence and not their electorates per se!?). Ultimately, examining those factors that appear to promote an existential philosophy of good governance! (24)

3.    Imperatives?

All disciplines can be categorized by the distinctive nature of their imperatives that constitute the topic/s of that discipline, etc. (25)


What makes an imperative ‘political’ is ‘that both the successful resolution or the unsuccessful resolution has political consequences, either way, that are respectively positive or negative for that political domain in question and for some of the politician/s expected therein to adequately make a suitable response’.
 (26)


In the Part VI, I listed eight kinds (giving them double names) as follows:

i.
Central Imperatives of Need or Demand (defined as Imperatives of Social Improvement and/or Individual [Opportunity of] Betterment)

ii.
Imperatives of Finance or Budget

iii.
Imperatives of Exigency or Emergency

iv.
Imperatives of Security or Defense

v.
Imperatives of Arbitration or Governance

vi.
Imperatives of Regularization or Rectification

vii.
Imperatives of Insulation or Separation

viii.
Imperatives of Authority or Leadership


To this list I now add one more:


ix.
Imperatives of Presupposition or Consequence. (27)

Imperatives of Regularization or Rectification deal with dysfuntional processes and/or malformed content of the same already in place. It operates on a conditional level of something that stands now in need of regularization or rectification. So, e.g., if a certain government run institution was not functioning very well then the government might need to step in in order to oversee its supervized restoration as an institution . In comparison Imperatives of Presupposition and Consequence deal with pre-conditional and post-conditional aspects of the system of government already in place to the extent democratic-like features are in a process of being lost either pre-conditionally and/or post-conditionally (as a consequence of the former). Implied is a need for regularization or rectification to be re-imposed on such a pre-conditional and/or consequential basis. So, e.g., if government is too influenced by the world of business then through such lobbying, etc., it will privilege this same world of business, or at least those aspects being privileged at the expense of the electorate per se along with the consequence that those aspects of business and non-business not being privileged are also being relatively de-privileged through this inequitable privileging of the former. Although, it should also be noted that a government proffering privilege, non-privilege and/or de-privilege need not be inequitable in certain contexts that might call for the use of such a bias, e.g., the desire of government to start a certain industry through forms of tax relief used as an incentive; the complete removal of a certain kind of tarif; the suitable imposition of a properly constituted super-tax; etc.). In a democratic frame of reference this type of imperative essentially notes the need to repair the body politic subjected to such ensuing anti-democratic pressures be they exercised wittingly and/or unwitting with that effect in mind… arising, more often than not, from an unintended consequence of the incremental erosion of certain pre-conditions that either prevent a more democratically oriented form of governance from occurring and/or promote a less democratically oriented form of governance. The incremental accumulation of such non-democratic or anti-democratic inputs potentially capable of changing the democratic complexion already in place (through such non-de-preservation and/or de-conservation of the current democratic nature of that domain in question and, consequently, therein and thereafter, subject to such potentially adverse contra-democratic processes of transformation). (28)


As noted by myself in this series of essays, and elsewhere, among a number of other radical areas of change, changes in the workplace are disconcerting to say the least. The nature of labour relations is undergoing a series of disparate transformations. E.g., a decline in unionism; a reluctance for governments to intervene on behalf of the electorate whilst incrementally favouring those powerful enough to effectively lobby on their own behalf; effective changes in the nature of work conditions through a lack of suitable supervision and enforced compliance; a change in the nature of contracts from lifelong tenure to short-term contracts to part-time and/or casualization of the workplace to the commissioning of modules or projects (that can be carried out sequentially and/or in parallel with other projects). Manufacturing, e.g., when and where it is operating, and transferred to a country with lower wages work and lower standards in workplace conditions, can be so productive that less labour, eventually, is usually required, a feature to be found across a wide range of industries from mining to forestry, from factories to farms, etc. Some jobs now, effectively, no longer exist. Secretaries and telegram delivery personal have gone the same way as blacksmiths and coopers. Newspapers, themselves under severe pressure from the e-marketplace, are, at best, lingering more from tradition than financial good sense (in most instances). Headlines in newspapers have recently been threatening a brave new world with “fifty percent of the workplace being replaced by robots”… with voice recognition removing the need for call centers in far off lands… to being met at the front desk by a more physical instance of the same.
 Or, with driverless buses and trains, taxis and cars, another sector of the work force is relatively dis-empowered and disenfranchised. Middle-persons or agents, too, are less needed given their replacement with very successful applications. Then, with expert systems, serious computing power (and the possible advent of sophisticated examples of quantum computing, etc., we might all end as nursing attendants in old-age homes or baristas in a café (where, alas, even machines for making a quicker coffee may soon reign supreme?). (29)


Work has become problematic. Uncertainty in employment spills over into almost every other areas of life… with postponement of marriage and house buying, with a reluctance in the workplace to complain about work conditions, rates of pay, etc., an exacerbation of social and mental issues translating into forms of further dislocation in our relationships, etc., etc. All in all, the seeming return to a Dickensian-like treatment of large sections of the Middle Class… with profound consequences for the functioning of a viable democracy… (30)


Problematic issues for one person have a political dimension, but, more likely, only for that person concerned. But, if a certain number of persons is reached, all with the same general type of problem, then governments need to be concerned. Any more people to be added to that list and we might meet an incremental point of chaotic political re-organization… with possible adverse consequences for the politicians concerned or, not actually concerned enough or who find themselves too powerless or unable to change direction before things change direction for them… and, in a democratic scenario, find themselves booted out of office or lose government in a vote of no confidence, or similar…! (31)


Problems are problematic. Political problems can be politically problematic for governments. With so much anxiety felt in the workplace, in the marketplace, in homes and religious institutions, in cafes and social media… it is no wonder that people are seeking non-establishment figures in elections at the expense of so-called career politicians or ‘insiders’. The distinction is usually a very artificial one, sometimes not much more than a political perception rather than the actual reality on the ground.
 Is the time ripe for a similar political revolution in Australia? This country has been lucky that our standard of living was either getting better, or, perhaps, more recently merely treading water? On the other hand, a general consensus is forming that Middle Australia is being stressed what with threats of imminent redundancies, increased casualization of the work force, increasing costs of services from electricity to health care, ceaseless political chatter about how welfare is unsustainable, endless talk about cost cutting in both organization and governments, etc. Not, that such murmurings are new only being re-engaged with an increasing intensity. All too often our suspicions are borne out.
 Will such political unease have political ramifications? Will it be the case, as in the recent American scenario, so-called ‘outsiders’ will step up to the plate and siphon off a sizable protest vote?
 Perhaps such a phenomenon is already with us? (32) 


A professional, proactive politician enamoured of the democratic way of life, despite, sometimes, its all too obvious flaws, may well find that they have good reason to fear a future where the mantra of the central condition “social improvement, individual betterment” is no longer being lived up to, or, even, appearing to be lived up to. Hence the recognition of this ninth Imperative of Presupposition or Consequence. By failing to ensure an adequacy of presuppositional ground for both the conservation and preservation of the democratic proposition then the consequences for a democracy are such that it must find itself, eventually, de-conserved and, ultimately, non-preserved and, effectively, destroyed… taken over by some other form of government that is non-democratic and anti-democratic; beholden to an individual, a few individuals, or, a party (usually dominated by a few core individuals)? In the meantime we must hope for the inertia and resistance of institutions to act as a counter-balance to this deconstruction and/or destruction of such a form of governance… until such a time this ebbing tide is reversed and the democratic mode of life is reinstated…? (33)


What can be done to ensure that the democratic way of life is continually re-invigorated?

By the politicians carefully attending to some form of ongoing resolution of these imperatives. In terms of issues how might the politician note their existence? By practically exercising this concept of visibility wherein politicians attempt to be seen, see, foresee, be seen enacting the right measure in oversight through such deliberated insight..! (34)


One method for ascertaining the desires and anxieties of the electorate would be to do a statistical analysis of the signs of dis-ease, concern, points of fearfulness, etc., found through door-knocking, conducting polls, monitoring of issues in traditional and non-traditional media, etc. Can one politician do anything about such anti-democratic? Of course not! The dissemination of power is always through others! So, the insightful politician or non-politicians needs to register their concerns with others in the hope that through a critical number of influential persons and/or a greater number of relatively non-influential persons, collectively, they can stop and reverse such a trend. Some might argue that the time is now for such a present trend to be reversed. We have had too great an intrusion into our privacy being enacted by recent governments through an over-zealous, excessive use of meta-data laws and similar. The wholesale trawling for information is wrong because it can give governments unnecessary access to information that can be misused wittingly and/or unwittingly. If government and their security agencies feel a certain individual or group need to be surveyed then I am sure access was already there to be had (as has been proven by recent royal commissions and their release of evidence through wiretaps and the like).
 (35)


But, let it be observed that a politician who avoids dealing with political imperatives does so at their political peril! (36)

4.    Arbitration? 


Arbitration is the selective resolution of a mix of imperatives by politicians in accordance with the perception of their apparent priority as framed by the limitations of their perception of apparent political capital. (37)


We might simply the apparent structure behind this complex proposition as: 


‘Selective resolution’ in a ‘framed context’. (38)


To the extent we can, in general terms of reference, let me analyze both sides of this equation and how they can be seen to be intimately related to each other. Or, more baldly, just how is political capital lined to prioritization, and v.v? (39)


In terms of capital, if we were to give it some thought, we might well make a distinction, first, of material capital (MC), in terms of the apparent current financial position of the body of governance in question, be that of an individual or relationship between a few individuals, or, a non-profit organization or a business, or, a local level of government or at a federal level. Second, we can make a distinction relating to apparent psychic capital or political capital (PC) and quantify and/or qualify it with a certain relative intensity (and assign it with a relative value on some arbitrary scale, or, just note whether its status is in positive or negative territory with a relatively large or small intensity in value
). We can add ‘apparent’ here to either value given that we are dealing the perception of the aspect of that state in question and not its relatively intrinsic value should it be arrived at through some formula in close observation of the phenomenon in focus. I.e., apparent material capital versus apparent political capital. Now, rightly we can question this relationship between material and psychic forms of capital. We could think of four different and contrasting situations between material and psychic capital, namely, (treating negative capital as either low or zero) high : high; high : low; low : low; low : high. Let me look more closely at these types of scenarios. (40)

In the first type of scenario, high : high, the politicians have good finances and good political capital and having both, properly exercised, should see their projects and programs successfully finalized and such imperatives entailed, therein, reasonably arbitrated and collectively resolved to that extent this is both expected and found to be realized in line with those expectations. If that be the case, political capital may well be amplified rather than consumed. (41).

In the second type of scenario, high : low, the politicians have the opportunity of throwing material support, usually translated as money, allocated funding, credit, etc., in order to overseer the arbitration of imperatives and see the completion of projects, etc. Properly executed, political capital may well be amplified. (42)

In the third type of scenario, low : low, the politicians will have a relatively horrendous problem trying to execute projects and programs and without a restoration of capital, especially the latter, a democratic government, e.g., would quickly fall. It would take a very special, very talented politician, able to inspire and successfully delegate roles, who could turn around such a relative lack of good fortune. But, if they were to do so, their political capital may well be found to be augmented through a recognition of the political skills that were so ably demonstrated. (43)

In the fourth type of scenario, low : high, the politicians may have a lack of funds but the will is there, if properly disseminated, to both repair those poor finances and to use this political capital to initiate projects and programs that need to be attended to. Some success would normally help to repair that budget’s bottom line (so to speak) and possibly augment the political capital already in place. (44)

But, as intimated, there is another way to rate these relativities and that is chronologically with respect to themselves and each other. In the form of a double differential where both changes in material capital and political capital are duly noted and/or inferred. Now, material capital can be reasonably accounted for in and through some form of agreed upon accountancy. On the other hand, an inference of the quanta and quality of political capital might be gained from polling, random questioning of that electorate, media headlines, etc., etc. If a politician finds themselves elected or re-elected and their party as well, then, it might well be safe to assume, nothing found to the contrary, that political capital has risen under such evaluative focus. So, in this regard we could note the change in MC and PC:

CM1/CM2 : PM1/PM2 i.e., CM1-2/PM1-2 (45)


Now such a transition can either add value or subtract value and we could re-notate our four scenarios along the lines of being relatively + : +, + : -, - : -, - : +. (46)


Obviously, politicians and their parties would prefer an amplification on such valuation; a bigger economy and a better, if not positive, bottom line in terms of their budgets, and, a rise in their political stocks vis-à-vis their electorate/s. Are we right to perceive political capital as something that can be amplified (i.e., non-chaotically, positively augmented if not chaotically, positively enhanced?)? (47)


Given that political capital can be reduced, and on such a trend, would then be lost it would follow that what goes down might well go up? In this regard, can politicians defy political gravity and increase their political stocks? Or, is the loss and effective destruction of political capital the normal course for the passage of a politician and/or their party given the inevitable grounding induced by an omni-present political gravity that, ultimately, cannot be defied? Just as all intentions have unintended consequences, eventually, if we were to wait long enough, we are always presented with a window of opportunity in which we might skillfully be seen to defy political gravity just as those who have enacted a certain course of action can avoid, for a time, if not for all time given our mortality, the appearance of such intentional side-effects. So, political gravity is not an inevitably downhill course but an eventual outcome that can be deferred through both ‘good governance’ and the perception ‘that good governance has occurred’. Assuming, here, that a lack of political reality or substance, despite whatever political spin is unleashed, will eventually be seen for what it is, namely, as a lack of political substance and, therefore, as lacking political capital, then it would be safer to assume that preservation and conservation of political capital are closely related. That, good governance not only needs to be enacted but also be seen to be enacted in that manner. In this regard, governments need to be authentic in both governance and in the dissemination of information about such governance. So, political stocks can be raised and maintained beyond the short-term given an authenticity both in governance and in and through suitably presented representations of such governance suitably disseminated. (48)


Let me now examine how arbitration might be enacted and how it might be better or best enacted? (49)


Some forms of judgment are binary in nature and resolution. Other forms of judgment entail floating points with a variety of solutions at each point that then need to be comparatively assessed in order to estimate a range of optimum set of solutions some of which might be fractionally better than others or radically different or, even, relatively incommensurate but valid in their own manner of employment (or as theoretically found in possible deployment/critically assessed in hypothetical re-deployment). We must not assume, therefore, that in asking a question, in an act of enquestioning (in preparation for a process of an ongoing overall transcendental suspension) that solutions that resolve that inquiry are definitive and binary, or, even for that matter, of a form that finds resolution (since the solution might be that there is no solution or that the solution must be continually re-enacted every moment of that ongoing process of resolution). When we drive a car we might say we are going to travel from A to B but how we get there might entail a number of solutions of which some are more efficient in time or fuel or as ways to get round traffic jams, etc. In this regard, the solution or pathway chosen might be more a matter of style or how we feel or more from habit (so I go this way which might be longer but at least I know how to get there by following that route). Or, I might like to drive from Melbourne to Hobart in my latest Alfa Romeo which may or may not be possible depending on whether I can use the car ferry that goes over the Tasman Strait. On the other hand, if I wished to drive to the Antarctica people might well want to know if I had a license to drive and whether it was up to date or whether I might be better certified and scheduled? As you can see, a simple problem may or may not have a simple solution, and, a complex problem may or may not have a simple solution… and that in some questions there are no solutions whatsoever even though the question may seem sensible and well-formed. Of course questions that are not well-formed need to be reformed before being resolved. (50)


In the resolution of political imperatives we have limitations like time, geography, capital (in both senses), personalities and institutions… what other constraints could there be? Political imperatives themselves and the need to prioritize a complex, inter-dependent, parallel set of resolutions. Such a complex process of multi-dimensional resolution/s needs the simplification of a relative integrated narrative in order to convey and disseminate a philosophy behind such enacted decisions in order to better facilitate the actual dissemination of such a re-configuration of this world as lived. Let me explore the parameters of these constraints in this context of dissemination realized through such arbitration. (51)

Time can be defined as short term (say a few hours, perhaps a day or month or even a year); medium term (say three to four years or, say, in Australia, basically one normal election cycle); and, long term, say, greater than one election cycle and past, say, to a trans-generational perspective. Or, time could be defined as what is urgent or needs to be done soon, reasonably quickly but not urgently, or, as that which needs to take its time, is non-urgent but will one day find completion and should be completed. (52)

Geography concerns issues of space, distance, extent, travel, etc. In many ways, the Internet, social media, more ubiquitous and/or faster forms of travel, etc., have minimized a number of these constraints although not in a non-virtual sense. (53)

Capital is a major constraint in the execution of governance. Few countries have the semblance of unlimited finances, and, when there is a contraction in finance available, that in itself is enough to cause problems (as in those countries, e.g., dependent on the sail of oil). Normally, governs have to arbitrate expenditure in line with their arbitration of competing political imperatives. Considerations should also be given to a wider cost-benefit analysis to the extent that the execution of certain policies may be instrumental in augmenting, or de-augmenting, GNP or similar. All too often such an examination does not take into account the full cost and profit to possibly be incurred; be that social, budgetary, environmental in nature, etc. (54)

Persons involved in the execution of a certain policy can act as either facilitators and/or obstructionists, or, whatever might be found in between. In the dissemination of power it is people who the links in this chain of execution and the quality of that execution is dependent upon the same. Hence the necessity for insight, oversight, the monitoring of the execution of a policy, processes of appreciation, recognition of good service, etc. Hence the need to note the relevance of a well run representational economy wherein presentations are transparently and suitably enacted responsibly, where representation/s of the presentation/s is/are properly formulated and disseminated as a parallel narrative, and, re-presentations are conducted to see to what extent there is relatively no excessive divergence in truth between theoretical, practical and critical aspects involved in the execution of the policies in question. Bu such means preserving, if not conserving, political capital through the continuance of trust, honesty, professionalism, transparency, visibility (in all its senses), necessary forms of re-directed improvization have been enacted, accountability and responsibility, etc. In this regard suitable delegation is paramount along with a suitable oversight (of a well-formed insightfully re-directed sense of due process). (55)

Although power is disseminated through other persons it is only through the institution of common, shared meta-textual genres that such dissemination can be coordinated, etc. Hence the institution of institutions to varying degrees of establishment and institutionalization (of negative features accreted through defective insight, poor supervision, habitual processes and forms of proliferation, etc.). (56)

Now, on reflection, we can see political imperatives as points of competition, obstruction, resistance and/or relative non-commensurability. E.g., the endless competition for funding from the domain of health versus the domain of education and all other domains (relating to Imperatives of Need, etc). Obstruction, e.g., as when legislation is blocked in the Senate (or ‘considerably slowed down’ by those individuals and organizations opposed to such a policy). Resistance is experienced in all relationships be it realized thorugh non-comprehension or mis-comprehension, be it wittingly and/or unwittingly enacted, etc. In a relatively non-commensurate ‘relationship’ the competition for the resolution of different imperatives has little direct inter-play; e.g., Imperatives of Exigency versus Imperatives of Insulation, say in an emergency when funds need to be allocated in a civil disaster versus the small amount of funding needed to run a committee looking into the observance of a separation between government and business, e.g. (when it is obvious to the public that government would not be so sympathetically responsive to the excessive demands of business if it were not for the excessive donations given to one or both or all sides of the political spectrum, etc.). (57)

How is resolution through arbitration enacted in theory, practice and in critical appreciation (be that in real time or in hindsight?)? (58)


Let me see this as an economic issue, i.e., in and through an economic lens be that intentional, aspirational, enactive, consequential, representational, etc. (59)


Judgment/s, as a critical process, entail the apposite and adequate exercise of an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension (of cognitive intentional structural-processes) whether we are aware of that (transcendental/trans-cognitive orientation) or not. In effect, conceptual translations of the material for judgment are constituted in intentional consciousness and then subjected to trans-intentional judgmental appreciation in and through this suspension as noted. Judgment, and enaction, then occurs in the suspension of that suspension (etc.). This basic economy can then be looked at through apirational lenses, etc. (in order to develop and appreciation related motivated, etc.). (60)


In and through an aspirational we ‘see’ aspects of motivation, the intensity an intentional projection is cast in term of realizing its intentional objectivity. I.e., appropriating the intentional object in such a manner that finds a full compliment of expected modalities associated with that essential type of objectivity. So, we may desire to taste a dream apple and it may be found to taste delicious, still, it will never satisfy physiological hunger some moments after its apparent ingestion. From an analysis of the aspirational economy we also learn to be realistic, idealistic and pragmatic, and, maintain a healthy balance of the same. (61)


In an enactive economy we look into how decisions are formed and enacted in an active act of commission or enacted in a passive act of non-action. These active and passive senses of enaction being arrived at through the suspension of the suspension. (62)


The consequential economy examines the probable consequences of our enactions (be they arrived at through commission or omission). (63)


The critical, existential economy reviews the critical, existential implications of enaction as reviewed in its context/s of influence. In this orientation we observe a pro-relational stance in order to examine our embodiment, embeddedness and embankment, and, how these three aspects find an integration in a sense of embracement. (64)


All such lenses for economic examination can also be adopted and adapted to the arbitration of imperatives. How is such a process to be conducted? In and through a complex economic setting as sketched above. (65)


A good politician has a good political sense of nous. An appreciation of intuitions that serve them well. Being in tune with the philosophy of customary political behaviour helps them to navigate and negotiate complex situations where competing principles appear to confuse issues, and, where principles themselves need to be arbitrated as well as imperatives (although this distinction should not be absolutely drawn given that the imperative flavour of such demands for resolution will also have their basis in different senses of ordering, e.g., de-ontological versus pragmatical versus aesthetical orientations, etc.
). (66)


Having some awareness of the transcendental/trans-cognitive dynamic-mechanics behind acts of judgment could serve the politician, and all others, well in this respect. A judgmental process of appreciation demands higher terms of reference than mere conceptual understanding. A well-informed, pre-conditional, conceptual, (re)presentational preparation subjected to an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension then introducing the intentional subject of that judgment to the conditional presentation of that intentional material subject to suspension, which when subjected to suspension, then becomes de-suspended and re-presented in an existential mode which then finds itself subjected to further conceptual translation as that presented/represented through such re-presentation. The psychic difference or distance between the representation and its de-suspended suspension. Thence this lived distinction between the act of judgment and the delivered judgment therein enacted and in history left as the judgment that was delivered. However, though a delivered judgment is now merely delivered it’s consequences are potentially infinite in extent, being the product of pre-conditions that have taken an eternity to arrive at the point and leaving a wake that is just as eternal… just as falling pebble in a pond will initiate an infinite radiation of ripples despite the constraints of the dimensions of that pond although for all practical purposes a set of ripples have only have an effective life-time of a few minutes at most. Into this mix the politician should also view motives, motivation, what compromises need to be made without compromising an existential orientation towards that in question. (67)


The technical nature of these various forms of analysis can be cut through by looking for what is essential to the situation… and acting from the perspective of the relationship itself. Hence a call for full transparency, accountability, suitable visibility, etc., along with the suitable enaction of imperatives dealing the topic of insulation and separation (as noted elsewhere). (68)


How is this dialectical transformation of this overall suspension to be enacted and productively realized? By invoking various tricks of the trade cited by (transcendental/trans-cognitive) phenomenologists such as enquestioning, metaphoring, balancing positions with contra-positions/positioning with contra-positioning/process with content, etc., etc. In effect, entering an act of judgment that is allowed to enact its own determinations in an ongoing process of redetermination/re-determination… till such a time a definitive sense of judgment seems to have been successfully made (and which is not usurped till better information inspires a deeper form of appreciation… and a greater semblance of a hermeneutically oriented fit with the addition of a significant supplementary existential form of re-valuation… otherwise our previous judgments as pre-judgments remain merely preserved if not further conserved). Or, in reverse, an effective semblance of a solution appears to present itself that in playing some careful form of devil’s advocate survives such critical retrospective scrutiny. Either way, such intuition are refined in time and through practice and reflection on custom in this regard. Even seasoned politicians forget themselves in this regard and end up inadvertently making comments when no comments would be better, or, not making comments (or offering insights in the form of reformed narrative or proffering apologies when necessary, etc.) when comments should have been announced! (69)


By such means the politician, wittingly or unwittingly, travels through the simulations of these economies as they inform each other; from the intentional to the apparent motivation of the aspirational to the consequential and thence to the enactive… followed by the critical nature of the existential that, hopefully, has been informing all of the above at the same time! (70)


Or, quite simply, thinking carefully through various scenarios and hoping to find one that is politically suitable on a number of accounts. Finding such expediency in meeting and not over-extending a budget; finding a propriety, appropriateness and appositeness of the (re)solution or (re)solutions proffered, i.e., its existential passability (as just defined again
); finding reasonable conformity with existent conventions; producing outcomes in line with or exceeding reasonable expectations; delivering a narrative that is integrated within the apparent philosophy behind a well-thought out and well-formed set of policy proposals, etc. Such enaction, as an enacted sense of repositioning and/or re-positioning also needs to find forms of dissemination through the suitable conversion of relevant obligations… again conducted in a manner that is fully transparent, accountable, etc. (71)


By such means the professional politician demonstrates their professional standing within the institution/s of their political discipline through their skillful arbitration of political imperatives. In such a light, political capital should be found to be both preserved and conserved; i.e., non-destroyed and amplified (through non-chaotic augmentation and/or chaotic enhancement). In an examination of this common concept of ‘political capital’ just what can we critically observe and conclude? (72)

5.     Political Capital? 

Many a politician has been lost on the stormy seas of political strife through a loss of political capital. In a barbaric political system that loss often meant exile or death. Today that ‘death’ may only be metaphorical (but for all that may still very painful for all parties involved
). (73)


In common parlance what is meant and understood in the expression ‘political capital’? A certain degree of goodwill indicated by the electorate for a specific candidate (and/or their party). Somehow or other a certain degree of consensus has formed that candidate A, in this type of political perception, is to be viewed more favorably than he had been, or, the other candidates, or, in general terms, or, compared to a former candidate, etc. In other words, this form of capital, effectively, is a comparative (but not a superlative, ruling out absolutistic forms of valuation). Political capital that attaches itself to a candidate may not spill over to their party, and/or v.v.
 In some respects a person who is perceived to have good political capital has the major discourse in this respect. But, an important consideration attached to this concept is the understanding that political capital can be expendable through the commission of unpopular policies and decisions and/or poorly executed policies and decisions, and/or, just lost through ill-timed, partly-performed or merely inactive patterns of omission. (74)


The politician who has relatively more political capital usually find it assists them in the dissemination of their apparent political power through others (all other things being equal). However, through regular repetition of the rapid loss of political capital, the public and some politicians are of the idea that this valuation can only decay, or, at the very best, have its demise merely postponed. However, some politicians, in a democratic system, have been in public service for decades and so we would better assume that political capital can also be amplified and not something that merely decays. By observing and noting those patterns of behaviour that promote apparent political capital we would be in a position to identify those types of practices that better promote the same. Then, with this canon of recipes, we might be able to better advise politicians in general how they, too, could engineer an existential style of governance that also oversees the continuance of their service to a public who can recognize the beneficial labours of such a politician. (75)


To this end let us look at what is entailed in ‘good governance’? (76)

6.     Good Governance?


What is good governance – the successful arbitration of political imperatives despite the limitations to hand in regard to that political economy as insightfully overseen in that period of time. I would also argue that good governance also contributes to a preservation and conservation of political capital. Let me examine this concept of good governance under the following twelve headings, namely, an existentially oriented appreciation of context; insightful-oversight; reasonable adoption and adaptation of customary political norms; accountability; transparency; visibility (in all its senses); as an existential process enacted within a critical, existential frame of reference; equitableness; promotion of a pro-democratic preservation and conservation; through the realization of a suitable arbitration of political imperatives as they are found to present themselves (in a representational economy, etc.), with an amplification of political capital; all executed in a state of transcendental reservation (on the behalf of the political relationships in question and not for the aggrandisement or enrichment of the politician in question, or the mere preservation of their power and the continuing governance of that specific party, etc.
), etc. (77)


I see this set of twelve as divided into four sets of three, namely, situation (in terms of an existential appreciation of context, ensuing insightful-oversight enacted through the institution of social norms, expectations, modes of disseminative delivery; three important conditional virtues of accountability, etc; three pre-conditional considerations for the preservation and conservation of the democratically organized political life-world; and, three aspects of engagement that are likely to establish a successful post-conditional praxis. (78)


Let me now briefly define, in provisional terms, definitions of these twelve headings as guidelines for the instantiation of both good governance and a recognition that such governance was well-delivered (given the circumstances of its execution, etc.): 

i.
Context: An existential oriented appreciation of the situation in questions.

ii.
Insightful-oversight: An existentially directed, active process of enaction existentially centered in passive insightfulness.

iii.
Norms: Meta-textual genres of behaviour as socially expected norms of behaviour that become instituted as modes of disseminative delivery (institutions).

iv.
Accountability: Being responsible for our deliberations and taking responsibility for the same by noting our authoring/co-authoring of the same.

v.
Transparency: Being seen, when and where relevant, to do what we do, and, leaving a textual trail that matches the same.

vi.
Visibility: Insightfully being seen, seeing and foreseeing, and, responsibly overseeing all such enaction that should flow from such insight as well as demonstrating a suitable narrative.

vii.
Process: The existential matching of pre-conditions, conditions and post-conditions through the adequate and suitable exercise of the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension.

viii.
Equitableness: That although transactions are usually unequal, and asymmetrical in power relations, they should not be inequitable, especially, on reiteration/re-iteration.

 ix.
Pro-Democratic: The ninth Imperative of the Presupposition and Consequence should note that the pre-conditional basis for the preservation and the conservation of the overall democratically oriented political life-world should be carefully maintained. 

x.
Arbitration: The suitable resolution of a mix of competing and/or non-competing political imperatives with in the limitations of political economy as expressed in and through the relative presence or absence of political capital. 

xi.
Capital: The goodwill given and incurred by a politician or politicians and which is doomed to disappear through attrition unless preserved and conserved by that politician or those politician in question.

xii.
Reservation: Acting on behalf off a relationship through taking an active pro-relational stance (transcendental reservation). (79)


Let me look at these twelve heading through these four sets of situation, virtues, considerations and engagement. (80)


The politician or non-politician in virtually approaching a situation simulates in the imagination the essentials points of that relationship as they see them. In this regard a political frame of reference that is sophisticated enough to note these relevant points that define the political topography of that political situation needs to be addressed in order to delineate the set/s and/or series of events found situated in that relational sense of location be those points overt or covert, prominent or not so prominent. Into this simulation the active and involved politician can then engage that situation, as non-virtual, to some extent, given the limitations placed upon their individual and/or collective dissemination of political power as channeled through the appropriate institutions, etc. (81)


In this simulated vision of a situation a political perspective is given a context, and v.v. Such differentiation defines it as of not some other situation, but, not as devoid from the consequential influences of other contexts. E.g., if a prime minister is subject to a vote of no confidence, be that on the floor of the house or in a party room, how he is able to must political support is the result of their accumulation of obligations, the manner of their patronage, political perceptions as to what political capital they may appear to possess before the next election, the historical quality of their insightful discrimination and active oversightful enaction, etc. Given such an event the political situation under focus will also take into account both a history and the semblance of a speculative prediction as to whether those relevant voting parties will vote “yay” or “nay”? Of course, if this event should be indecisively won or lost, or, if it were felt as needed to re-occur, then previous history, in this regard, may well reflect adversely on the repetition of such an event. The point being that the isolation of a political situation is necessary in order to focus on what is then to hand, at the same time, its relationship to other situations that surround it, both temporally and spatially, will also need to be taken into account in our reading of the same (be that in an interpretative mode and/or a speculative mode, etc?). (82)


In examining a political context, we also examine the appearance, therein, of insightful-oversight or the lack thereof; i.e., an appreciation of the enaction of interventions or non-interventions by an apparent individual, party or group of politicians and/or other individuals and/or organizations or communities.
 (83)


In examining the delivery of political power we note its channels of formal and informal dissemination, i.e., institutions, etc., through which these disseminative acts are duly directed (or redirected/re-directed). (84)


The three important conditional virtues of accountability, transparency and visibility need to be observed by a politician wishing to operate outside covert channels of corrupt political behaviour. An aspiring politician may well have to turn a blind eye to such misbehaviour in order to advance their career, but, given the apparent democratic complexion of the system and the ability of media to influence this basis, it is far better to maintain some real distance from such practices. Indeed, one way to practice all three strategies is to keep what I would call a fiscal-diary in which all meeting are noted; basically stating who was met when and where, summarizing who said what by who to whom, along with a record of all financial transactions conducted by that politician (including all transactions of partner and other close members of their family… with entries dated/signed). Of course the best way to be accountable, transparent, etc., is to remove the need for non-political forces to covertly, and also overtly, assist in the formulation of political policies through undue exertion of misdirected obligations and fiscally related inducements through putting into legislative effect, and carving out as an institution, a body that oversees the formal enaction of this Imperative of Insulation or Separation (as noted elsewhere
)! In other words sets up formal channels for businesses et al to make submissions and similar only, etc. The second part of this equation is to remove all donations from businesses et al without exception (although businesses should be encouraged to act as patrons, facilitators of social services, promoters of forms of compactual assembly, etc. (perhaps through the use of tax breaks, etc.). With the doctrine of extended separation or insulation lobbying can only be conducted through formal channels of communication, whilst, at the same time, these forms of political lobbying are not allowed in any shape or form to donate, overtly or covertly, to any specific individual politician or political party! As a third correction, sufficient funds should be directed from the public purse to assist politicians and parties to primarily disseminate their policies through non-traditional forms of media with paid for time given to the same to communicate through policies through traditional media in the form of advertorials, current affairs programs and debates, etc. With the wholesale enaction of this imperative, and others, e.g., those enactions that promote the pre-conditions for the preservation and conservation of the overall democratic political life-world, etc., aspects like political capital would more easy flourish through having demonstrated the establishment of these firmer grounds for holding a democratic faith to be exercised by such politicians and non-politicians alike. Indeed, it would necessary for politicians to come together to ensure that this threefold approach of separation and insulation, the non-reception of donations, and, the government funding of pre-electoral dissemination to revitalize the democratic basis of the overall, (mature) democratic life-world and restore faith in politicians through this mechanism of political capital (given that it is the loss of faith, trust, etc., that diminishes this general, collective perception of political capital in the first place!)! (85)


I am sure, that for politicians this would make for ‘a better bed to lie in’ given that in the US and elsewhere a considerable amount of time is spend by politicians just fundraising Of course it is good that politicians meet and mingle, speak to and listen to their electorates. But, this increasing obsession with funds
 for the next election is distorting democratic institutions and through ten thousand cutis s whittling away at the very fabric of this important basis of our way of life where we cannot be absolutely ruled by the very few in accordance with their whims and dictates as if the business of government belonged to a dictator or a family, or, for that matter, any one political party or politically constituted organization be they white males, wealthy women, senior citizens or people of any one ethnicity, etc! (86)


We could also say that if politicians were to actively oversee the establishment and strengthening of institutions that observe accountability, transparency and complete visibility; that observe the entailments subsumed within the seventh Political Imperative of Separation and/or Insulation, and, also, were to observe the ninth Political Imperative of Presupposition and/or Consequence, a more stable democratic basis would undoubtedly be created. In this way politicians could ‘feather their nest’ and in such relative comfort get on with the job of actual governance rather than the endless meta-tasks of talking about what they hope to achieve in their being in government, etc. (87)


Under the super-heading of Considerations we note Process, Equitableness and Pro-Democratic Factors. Or, in an existentially oriented sense of a deliberative political process equitableness should be an automatic outcome, which, in turn, strengthens our democratic foundations as generally argued for by various academics and politicians.
 Such a concept of equity, in political translation, can be translated and arrived through a number of mechanisms, namely, e.g., an income redistribution model through a progressive tax regime, forms of market intervention, through non-excessive and incrementally raising the minimal wage, overseeing better work conditions across the entire spectrum of employment, ensuring suitable pre-conditions are in place for the employment of those wishing to work, ensuring that work place discrimination is not in place, etc., etc. Pro-democratic factors being assisted through accountability, transparency and visibility; full observance of the ninth Political Imperative and the seventh Political Imperative; along with the suitable resolution and arbitration of imperatives in general and political imperatives specifically, etc. (88)


With respect to Engagement we noted Arbitration (of political imperatives), (Political) Capital and (Transcendental) Reservation. Here we note the crucial role imperatives play on the political stage. Arbitration needs to come to the fore through it speculative and profitable accommodation with a variety of highly probable scenarios, choosing a satisfactory scenario that is both efficient and effective, both practical and realizable. By such means establishing our positive political credentials, a state of affairs, that might well, already, be reflected in the political capital that accrues to a politician and/or their party. (89)


In transcendental reservation we should enact courses of behaviour that are either better, if not relatively the best, in the existential light of our circumstances, and, that we do so on the behalf of those relationships in question. Hence insightful-oversight (extending this concept of visibility). (90)


In a sea of relationships we are emplaced. But, in the ideality of our aspirations, not being met currently or not ever being able to be met, we feel and share a certain sense of displacement. It is the task of the politician, to some considerable extent, in meeting immediate exigencies and grounding political objectives in the ‘central condition of social improvement and (providing opportunities for) individual  betterment’ that this sense of displacement can be positively de-displaced and, therein and thereafter, re-aligned with a more helpful, healthy and happy sense of emplacement (along with our existentially oriented re-embracement of the same). (91)


We could say that our passive emplacement in the world, actively and positively treated becomes our embracement of this world as lived this world and its ‘embracing of us’. Embracement can be viewed as the nesting of all our relationships and, therefore, entails embodiments with our own bodies, embeddedness/es with others, and, embankment/s with the Earth upon which we walk and stand, talk and find ourselves with others… since it is only through others that there can be a dissemination of political power in any shape and form. A feat of mutual and not so mutual conversion of obligations, through innumerable micro acts of enaction, continually occurs in the course of our intentional lives as we make our passage together through this world as lived with-others, before-others. (92)


So, in this light, we can also re-define ‘governance’ as ‘the dissemination of power through others through the conversion of the relevant obligations in and through the requiste insittions’. Noting the necessity of an existential orientation, coinciding with the relevant relationship itself, we could then say that ‘good governance’ is ‘the relatively successful arbitration of political imperatives through the political cooperation of others (be that through co-option or co-operation)’. Indeed, when political intentions, political blocs and political enactions are aligned with such an ethos then the relatively successful conversion of obligations into political enactions, and v.v., would and should imply the presentation (representation and re-presentation) of good governance and all that that should entail in our insightful-oversight as exercised in each and every situation! (93)

7.    Provisional Conclusions and Observations

Good political governance is the relatively successful arbitration of political imperatives within the limitations of the political economy (which includes its political capital). [0] (94)


In the light of our examination of political capital we could say that overall political capital is having a budgetary surplus plus goodwill of the electorate plus possession of the major discourse (be that in part or in whole). That the way to preserve and conserve the same is through good governance, i.e., the relatively successful arbitration(al resolution) of political imperatives. ‘Relatively successful’ because some imperatives are ongoing and can never, and should never, find some form of terminal and final resolution. A health budget is ongoing and manifests with different political pressures besides, currently, worldwide, the potential pressure of exponential growth, or, at least, a partly constrained acceleration in growth each year. (95)


We could suggest this observation that the possession of the major political discourse is a direct reflection of having the necessary degree of political capital, preferably, in an overall sense of having both the goodwill and the budgetary means to enact policies in the light of their entailed political aspirations. Like boiling water, the temperature does not rise (in the water) but more energy needs to be there for it to change phase and start to boil. In a similar manner just to capture a major discourse more energy needs to be expended in merely being able to demolish the current possession of that title in order to then make it your own title (in the process converting the successful minor discourse into a major discourse). How does a minor discourse become a major discourse (or just how could a minor life-world become a major life-world?)? E.g., how could the world of the senior citizen become the ruling political life-world, the center of political consensus? Quite simply through becoming either the majority of its citizenry or through concerted effort taking over the political life-world, a not impossible task given that the majority of the elderly have retired, have time on their hand and, if energized in this regard, might well be able of carrying out this type of a revolution either overtly through their nomination of elderly politicians or overtly through suitably compliant proxies. That, in this regard, any relatively sizeable sector of the community could do exactly the same; like the historical hegemony of the landed gentry, or the Upper Class white male in the latter nineteenth century, or the educated Upper Middle Class in the latter half of the twentieth century(?), etc. (96)


I started this series of essays looking at the political world as if it were the expression of yet another discipline conforming to the general features of a discipline, namely, as possessing a central (political) condition, central (political) aspiration and central (political) relation (as that practically entertained between the former). It was intimated that these three aspects formed a dialectic centered about the exercise of the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension. (97)


Later I discussed the need for the successful professional politician to pragmatically capture the real political center and then, in the light of de-ontological pressures, return it to the more politically healthy objective center. It was suggested, or more asserted, that the determination of this objective political center in a certain electorate or similar was realized through running an overall suspension, wittingly and/or unwittingly, of the simulated representation of the political economy in question. But, how might this be done? How could we simulate a representation of the current political economy under such focus if, like a hypothetical god, we are not privy to all its detail? But, we do appear to have an essential understanding, right or wrong, of how things are going so it would seem that we can appreciate the direction that a specific system might appear to be progressing or not be progressing towards (in the light of relevant expectations). But the arrival of our appreciation of political imperatives presents us with points of contention, albeit in competition, that only need to be politically addressed, and, it is through our essential representation of the same, subject to various probable variations of emphasis, constrained by the imposition of a budget, that allows us to then focus our overall suspension on these essential snap shots of such variations, and through comparison and/or preference adopt and adapt one of these more profitable or more suitable alternatives as the chosen pathway for processes of political enaction. Thence the more economical focus of this suspension. (98)


Then, in the fourth essay, I made the observation that six political concerns need to be noted and dealt with (and to this end were translated as a political manifesto as outline below):

i.
That all power has a (de facto) democratic basis (even if not a de jure fact);

ii.
That a motivated politician must seize the real political center and then move it towards the objective center; 

iii.
That politics as the realization of the possible needs to observe the incremental nature of an aspirational economy, etc;

iv.
That politicians ideally should represent all classes, i.e., elites, middle classes and the disenfranchised and dis-empowered lower classes, etc; 

v.
That the dissemination of power should be existentially oriented, mutual and reciprocal;

vi.
That politicians should be transparent in their motivation, be seen to be accountable in their activities, and, be ‘visible’ in the widest sense possible (i.e., be seen, be able to see now and foresee, and, show or demonstrate what they see now and foresee). (100)


In my fifth essay, these six observations were re-written as a manifesto:

i
A progressive democratization of power; 

ii.
A progressive, re-balanced non-extremism; 

iii.
A progressive, incremental, pragmatic-realistic-idealism; 

iv.
A progressive broad spectrum representationalism; 

v.
A progressive, mutual, existential program of political reciprocity; and, 












               (100)

vi. A progressive, transparent, fully accountable semblance of political visibility.

But, understandably, we would still be at a loss as to how, efficiently and effectively, we might, effectively and efficiently, critically exercise an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension? However, with the introduction of the concept of political imperatives we should note that such points of contentions, and points of competition, can find individual resolution and collective arbitration through just such a process of appreciation. What can be more easily suspended is the form of the contention itself and competition such contentions have with each other. Such understanding is also more focused in terms of a need for political focus in order to accommodate the mix of political aspirations also entail therein. As noted, a politician must deal with political imperatives successfully, with the general consensus of a certain degree of relative success, since they can metaphorical live or die through the manner of their arbitration or non-arbitration of the same! (101)


The current stock or state of the relevant political capital possessed by a certain politician and/or their party is a reflection of this relative successfulness or non-successfulness in the arbitration(al resolution) of the mix of political imperatives as perceived by an electorate or similar in the light of expectations either generated by the politicians themselves and/or the media in some form or other (to some extent as an expression of public opinion [whether reflecting or moulding the same]). (102)


It behooves the professional politician, and the keen political observer, to thematize and prioritize these points of contention and how they mix in competition. Given their existence already in public perception, to some extent, then some form of prioritization must already be in existence. Building on such a precedent, the critical (transcendental) politician would then subject the same to this overall suspension in order to then observe, through such consequentially appreciated simulations, as to how this mix might need to be better re-ordered and dealt with in practical terms. In effect, re-constituting a set of interrelated aspirations in order to thematize and disseminate a more effective and efficient, more productive and sympathetic, form of arbitration in this regard. And by such insightful and oversightful means both preserving and conserving this attribute of political capital that allows a politician to obtain and/or maintain their hold on the major political discourse (a fact, normally, that would or should be reflected in patterns of electoral success). (103)


In representing the political economy we could note the theoretically oriented nature of phenomenal-phenomenological inputs and outputs (relating to political texts, etc.), the practically oriented nature of hermeneutical inputs and outputs (concerning genres, appreciation of con-texts or political situations), and, the critically oriented nature of existential inputs and outputs. An overall understanding of the same is conducted in and through an appreciation of the political economy in question in the light of its functional transformation non-chaotically redirected and chaotically re-directed by its professional disciplinarians, i.e., politicians with the engagement of their electorates (through voting, expressing opinions, polling, submissions, etc.). (104)


I started this series of essays by conducting a discursive re-reading in the light of my researches into the phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical amd existential nature of other disciplines, notably, theology and philosophy, to note a commonality at this level of constitutional appreciation. In intentional terms we have a series of overlapping economies that forge the functionality of a discipline. Such economies as the intentional, the representational, the aspirational, the enactive, the consequential, the critical-existential economy, etc. All of these meld to form the discursive economy thence the implication, e.g., of realistic, idealistic and pragmatic inputs in and behind the dissemination of political aspirations, etc. The carefully conducted thematization of the same gives the receptive politician a political agenda with its careful articulation of entailed policies and their aspirations able to be achieved (be that in the short term, medium term and/or over the long term). As is obvious, to both professional politicians and their political audiences, goodwill, in the form of political capital, assists the relative ease of the execution of such a set of political directives. The relative success of such policies returning to the ‘relevant’ politicians an ‘eternal political life’, or, in truth, the next best thing, a form of desired political survival… replete with its financial rewards (limited as they may well be in the overall scheme of things), a re-confirmation and amplification in political status, and, an immense sense of well-deserved self-satisfaction in achieving these outlined goals on behalf of their electorates in line with this central political condition for ‘social improvement and individual betterment’ in opportunity… for the communities they have so well represented and demonstrated such good governance… and engaged in good faith by both those politicians and their electorates...!! (105)


As a work in progress, at this stage, how might we conclude, albeit till deeper insightful-oversightfulness/oversightful-insightfulness is delivered, in the suitable formation of a Contemporary political manifesto? (106)


That good governance is arrived at through the relatively successful arbitration and resolution of a mix of relevant political imperatives, and, such success is manifested in the amplification of an overall political capital along with the obtainment and/or maintenance of the major political discourse in this regard wherein we find a greater facility to convert political obligations into a realization of those entailed political aspirations. That, undoubtedly, what would assist the successful democratic politician more than any thing else, in this world of creating and preserving trust, would be to observe the necessities of the ninth Political Imperative of Presupposition and Consequence and institute institutions that promotes the threefold directives of insulated-separation, minimized donations and sufficient funding (for the running of bono fide parties and the dissemination of their policies, etc.). Moreover, in the reconstitution of the overall democratic life-world, we could also enlist the services of a seventh Political Imperative of Separation and/or Insulation wherein the ‘business of government’
 is no longer left beholden to business or any other over-influential segment of the overall economy (along with a proliferation of contra-democratic distortions from their covert and overt over-extensions in undue influence). (107)


At the end of the day, good governance is the insightful overseeing of the political economy in such a manner that sees out the relatively successful instantiation of ‘social improvement and individual betterment’ through the requisite and expected resolution and arbitration of all relevant political imperatives. In this vital task the politician, in their dissemination of political power through us, will rise and fall, usually in an alignment with the waxing and waning of their political capital… and it is not a wise politician who ignores this political dimension in their pursuit of this important discipline…
 (108)


Briefly, how can we talk about this political economy as both an ‘economy’ and as ‘political’? We know what the political is and in a sense needs no definition, but, it could be re-defined as ‘the relatively integrated theory, art (or craft) and critique of the transformation of relevant social structures and their functions’. An ‘economy’ given ‘the transformational reciprocity of disseminated enaction and information between all relevant parties as political participants’. So, despite the spontaneity of political decisions the consequential wake of such decision making is circulated for ‘ever and a day’. Although, naturally, most decisions, usually, are merely forgotten or overwritten, however, a few decision escape such forgetfulness or re-writing and live to haunt us, hopefully, in a more positive sense than what was presented before the representation of its iterated re-presentation. Hence the importance for those who are effected by certain decisions that they should also have some form of recognized involvement, and accountability, in both their formation and execution. (109)


Although still a work in progress, we could end here by noting that our current understanding of good governance, as a series of equations, could be put forward as a Contemporary
 political manifesto along the following lines:

(That) Good Governance

= good insightful-oversight/oversightful-insight,

= suitable accountability, transparency and visibility,

= good social improvement and opportunity for individual betterment,

= the relatively successful resolution and arbitration of relevant political 

imperatives

= the preservation and conservation of (overall) political capital,

… all assisted in a political economy that suitably observes all nine types of 

political imperative!
 (110)

        Noël Tointon, Sydney, 12.3.16.

� 	I.e., the nature of the aspirational economy.


� 	So, even though a ‘master’, in a master-slave domain, the master would or should fear some form of a coup where they be made subservient or where the slave just withdraws their service from the master even in the face of death. The master knowing full well that if every one of their servants were to withdraw their service the master would no longer be the master of what they had previously surveyed as their own sphere of influence and subjugation. In other word, there can be no absolute master nor an absolute slave (even though a relationship might, effectively, just look like that).


� 	The reader can usually ignore what is usually placed in brackets for greater detail. An ordered philosophy is touched upon in this series of essay but the reader would be better to ignore this aspect of my research until they become conversant with its presuppositions, structures, functions and critical consequences, etc., as examined elsewhere outside this set of political essays.


� 	I am influenced here, among others, by the work of Robert B. Reich; e.g., in his book Saving Capitalism: For the Many, Not for the Few; Alfred A. Knopf. 2015. We also have the work of Thomas Piketty on inequality as an adverse factor in the stability of democratic government, etc. Later, three more imperatives are added to this list.


� 	The reader might like to look at the table supplied in Part VII. 95.


� 	Part VIII, 16. I will explain later what I mean by ‘perturbation’, but, suffice to say, forms of dissimulation, resistance, etc., met in the dissemination of political power.


� 	I.e., ‘passable’ response; i.e., phenomenologically proper, hermeneutically appropriate and existentially apposite.


� 	VI, 26.


� 	‘And/or’ is operative here. E.g., a government could directly or indirectly build or permit the building of a university. A university placement, as an opportunity for individual betterment, if it were to be taken up, is dependent upon the infra-structure of that university built and in place.


� 	These double headings, or doublets, help to redefine the representational space in which these imperatives make their entrances and exits. Three more imperatives are added to this list. Refer to the final Concise Overview appended to Part VI, etc.


� 	Or, we may well wonder why business executives might feel a robot needs be put at the front desk when we can do away with the front desk altogether and merely install a wall monitor with voice recognition, etc. When voice recognition is couple with AI (Artificial Intelligence) , a so-called web of everything, and, a semantic web (SW that could be self-learning) then we would need to worry. 


� 	In the current elections for the Presidency in the US we have Bernie Sanders seen as an ‘outsider’ although a very long established politician, and, Donald Trump, a billionaire who has undoubtedly profited through favourable government legislation for his socio-economic class also being seen as an ‘outsider’ able to dictate and hold the apparent major discourse on the Republican side of the room. An identity also ‘forged’ through reality television. It is surprising at the intensity of ill-will shown towards ‘Wall Street’ that some of that spleen is not directed also at this member of the exclusive propertied class embedded in the one percent of the population, or, more correctly, the one percent of the one percent? How has he managed to re-badge himself as someone standing up for the angry white male, the dispossessed, both the educated and the uneducated..?


� 	E.g., in the unfair budget of 2014 brought out by the Coalition (which, e.g., markedly disadvantaged the less affluent end of the Middle Class in comparison to those in higher socio-economic sections of income distribution).


� 	A large number of people seemed to have voted for micro-parties in the last Senate elections. Then we have the phenomenon of Palmer and his Palmer United Party, PUP (that in the end was neither united nor a party). If Palmer’s primary intention were to covertly end the so-called ‘carbon tax’ (and the mining tax as well) then he may well feel successful (along with also indirectly overseeing the fall of Queensland’s conservative government?)? However, general consensus is that Clive Palmer is now a spent force which begs the question who might take his place? Is it conceivable that Tony Abbot, through his band of right-wing supporter, could re-cast himself as an ‘outsider’ in this regard (with his all too apparent obsession to do a Rudd and retake the prime ministership from Malcolm Turnbull? As things stand that looks impossible, but, through spin, if the current PM were cast as an ‘insider’ and Abbott as an ‘outsider’ would the punters buy that?)


� 	If we look around we can see a wholesale slaughter of democratic pre-conditions with the governments getting far to close to business, the legal fraternity, traditional media, generous donors of party funds, etc., etc.  Or, the breathtaking return to the 18th century and its rotten boroughs by introducing a business vote on the Sydney City Counsel and elsewhere (e.g., in Melbourne), ostensively, to give business a so-called voice, but, covertly to undermine activists, independents, left-leaning political voices, etc. In a democracy it was normal to expect ‘one person one vote’ when by such a variation we find ‘one ordinary person, less than one vote’! Whether such machinations succeed, though, is another matter? Moreover, when people are summoned to ‘secret courts’ they should not be there alone without representation, or, they should be able to nominate a person to be there with them as a witness on their behalf for both that person themselves and the behalf of the state to oversee through a witness that such an inquiry was conducted in a civilized manner. State coercion should never be allowed to be focused on a single person left alone in a situation where they have no information beforehand as to why they are to be interrogated and no one to represent them against the legal pitfalls that could be orchestrated by the full force of the state to which they are not privy, etc. Indeed, both proper legal and appropriate non-legal representation should be mandatory (both types of representatives accepting all suitable conditions to be imposed on all three parties in this regard). With regard to the latter the reader might like to read an article in the Guardian (e-Guardian) titled ‘A form of intimidation’: inside Australia’s most secretive law enforcement body (4.3.16).


� 	E.g., when Malcolm Turnbull replaced Tony Abbott as Australian Prime Minister the general consensus was that he came to the leadership with a lot of positive capital if only in comparison to the former PM’s loss of capital. This was immediately reflected in his polling numbers (and especially in his approval rating vis-à-vis  that ascribed to the leader of the Opposition, Bill Shorten). Five months later and such relative political capital appears to be shrinking for a number of reasons?


� 	Should the architect of an important bridge go for a sturdy cheap, non-aesthetic looking bridge or just as sturdy, less cheap, aesthetic-looking design, etc? Such decisions need to fall within the brief given to this architect, or, at least, their reasonable interpretation of the same.


� 	I.e., as proper, appropriate and apposite informed and adequately enacted in that light.


� 	Because political power is disseminated through others, forms of patronage naturally follow. In the political demise of any politician, be that through an unsuccessful election or re-election, a successful vote of no confidence in some form or other, or, through sickness or death itself, other parties closely associated with that principal will also suffer a loss of political power (unless they can achieve some form or re-alignment in political positioning in this regard).


� 	In this month of March, 2016, on the current Australian political scene, according to one regular polling institution the two parties of the Coalition and Labor are both almost equally fifty percent after preferences have been taken into account despite the relatively high approval rating of the latest Australian Prime Ministers, namely, Malcolm Turnbull. and, the relatively low, but rising, approval rating of Bill Shorten as Leader of the Opposition. A new leader is often credited with a certain degree of goodwill/political capital. Some political analysts credit a certain degree of Turnbull’s popularity issues from his having replaced, as Prime Minister, a rather unpopular Tony Abbott.


� 	This list of twelve factors is open, provisional and not exclusively set in stone.


� 	‘Organizations’ as ‘groups of people ostensive assembled for a set of purposes’ in contrast with a ‘community’ where, generally, ‘people have come together merely through geographical location or association with or without the focus of a certain controversial element or set of elements.


� 	This Imperative of Insulation or Separation (or Insulation and Separation/Separation and/or Insulation) is noted in VI.26, etc.


� 	The imperative for additional funding through donations can be seen as a fault of the system to the extent that it is viewed that every extra dollar spent in political advertizing is translated into additional votes to get that politician and their party over this metaphorical line at each and every election. However, this direct nexus between political funds and winning an election, through having more funds, is breaking down. Witness the ongoing elections on the Republican side for the presidential contenders where Jeb Bush was said to amassed a fund of 100 million and generally failed to attract any sizeable vote whilst Donald Trump rarely spent funds, to begin with, and relied on media, traditional and non-traditional to get his message out through a barrage of controversial statements, etc.


�  E.g., Thomas Picketty et al.


� 	I am being somewhat naughty here to talk about ‘the business of politics’ having declared ‘that politics is not a business’ as implied in the seventh political imperative of Separation and/or Insulation and that there is an urgent need for the institution and exercise of this overlooked imperative (given that political dissemination is exercised through institutions defined through associated genres of behaviour, etc.). Politics is not in the business of making a profit (and business is not in the business of government). However, governance has an important role to play in business and it is quite possible to look at both politics and business, together, through a lens dealing with the general nature of disciplines. In this regard I have been tentatively thinking of noting a series of observations and comments regarding this new topic and possibly titling it (provocatively) What Profit Profit? The Politics of Business and the Business of Politics.


� 	Hence these headings, as a series of equations, can be rearranged in the form of another manifesto that deals with the political economy on this deeper level of insightful-oversight/oversightful-insight. Refer to a paragraph 110.


� 	In this Post-Postmodern era (as discussed elsewhere).


� 	Taking into account here the earlier manifesto noted in VI.4, etc. We could title that manifesto as Political Manifesto (Mark I). Our Contemporary Political Manifesto- could also be titled Political Manifesto (Mark II).


� 	In the Postscript added to the Introduction of this set of essays three more political imperatives were added.





