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Politics as the Art of the Realization of the Possible:

A Glossary of Key Concepts*


I have recorded here a glossary of key concepts and note their first mention in this set of eight essays, and, where relevant, later mentions. I have done this in order to assist the reader in understanding my idiosyncratic creation and use of terminology (given this essay is a continuation of work done on the phenomenal-phenomenological, hermeneutical and existential natures of disciplines; treating politics as another instance of a discipline with its associated discourses, genres of behaviour, styles in valuation, etc.). (1)


Rather than ordering such terms alphabetically I have noted, more or less, their relative chronological appearance in the course of these eight essays (beginning at the first essay and ending with the Introduction and Postscript, being the last textual sections to be written in the evolution of this set of essays). (2)


All citations are to the essay number (expressed in Roman numerals) and then paragraph number/s (in Arabic numerals). (3)









          Noël Tointon, Sydney, 5.4.16.

*For the latest version of this paper: www.homestead.com/noelshomepage/noelshomepage4.html
Glossary (in the Apparent Chronological Order as Written)

Trans-discursive re-reading: looking at a text or series of text through the lens of its associated discipline from a meta-disciplinarian stance. I.0

Phenomenal-phenomenological orientation: in the form of a textual deposition and viewed as a representation of the world; with the ‘phenomenal’ representing the objective side and the ‘phenomenological’ representing the subjective side of phenomenological research. These two aspects being phnomenologically impossible to separate absolutely (as is the separation of the next two orientations of the hermeneutical and the existential [in its non-systematic sense]). Conducted in and through the auspices of an ongoing, overall transcendental suspension gives such research a critical transcendental, read trans-cognitive/trans-conceptual, complexion. This aspect forms the conventional first dialectical moment of this suspension and parallels gestalt focus in an intentional field and, as stated, is primarily textual in orientation. It has a focus on analysis and parts. I.0

Hermeneutical orientation: the interpretative side of textual experience; realized through invoking meta-textual, genre considerations and con-textual consideration of situation, context, background, etc. The second conventional dialectical moment of the overall suspension (and the overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension). It has an emphasis on synthesis and wholes and is consonant in complexion. I.0

Existential orientation: I use this expression in two senses, as the third conventional dialectical moment of the overall suspension as as the complexion of the overall suspension and its transcendental. pro-relational stance and its existential difference in our experience of time, place, person, etc. In its non-systematic sense it is this third moment. In its systematic sense it is the nature of the overall suspension and what follows in its wake form that pro-relational stance. This third moment is relatively non-textual;
 i.e., the text as experienced as non-textual when we seem to forget we are reading. Metaphorically, a feeling of fitting or freedom like a hand perfectly fitting a glove or the right key turning in the lock of a door… and letting us pass through without resistance.  I.0

Overall political prospect: the basis for the discipline that can examine the total range of political phenomena. I.0

Central condition: synonymous with the differential that distinguishes one discipline form another. Also equal to intentions or correlations. The political central condition is the raison d’être of that discipline, namely, expressed ‘social improvement of infra-structure, etc., and the opportunity for personal improvement’. Summarized in the motto ‘social improvement, personal betterment’. I.0

Amplification: increasing positive forms of valuation; equals chaotic enhancement and/or non-chaotic augmentation. Correctly, occurs as an unequal amalgamation of both. I.0

Dissemination of political power: enacted only through others via institution already in place and understood to operate forms of dissemination; and, has a minimum democratic element given that it depends on our ‘cooperation’ to a minimum extent through being either an imposed process of co-option or a process of non-imposed co-operation. I.0

Quote: Three discursive categories of differentials, conditions and tools of discovery under their nine heading of political difference, meta-political difference, non-political difference; the central condition, the relational condition, the aspirational condition; and, political intentions, political blocs and political enactions. I.2

A political difference/differential: is that difference between a political and secular vision of the world minus this apolitical secular aspect. With a meta-political difference we ask what difference does this difference make? Invoking a non-political difference as that commonality that links the relatively political with the relatively non-political or apolitical. I.2

Tools of discovery: in the philosophical prospect were noted as correlations, alignments and transformations. Translated in the political prospect as political intentions, blocs, enactions. I.2

Note: we have three sets of equations here, namely, difference/differential = central condition = correlations/intentions; meta-difference = central aspiration = alignments/political blocs; and, non-difference = central relation = political enactions/transformations. I.2

Resistance: no act of dissemination is perfectly transmitted; most of that difference takes the form of witting and/or unwitting patterns of obstruction in one form or another during the act of re-transmission. Chinese whispers is one way to model the nature of resistance if we were to see it as imperfect transmission (through misinterpretation) plus the insertion of misleading content by those who wish to deliberately corrupt this process of transmission. I.13

‘Passable’: defined as ‘phenomenologically proper, hermeneutically appropriate and existentially apposite’ (and their collective suspension gives us a dynamic, ongoing, overall transcendental suspension/overall hermeneutic circle of comprehension). I equate this word with ‘suitable’ (both expressions being interchangeable). I.44

Constitutions, commissions, compacts, contracts and (core-)concepts: Quotation: We are looking at the broad field of political enaction – be that from the function of government to a governing of our priorities in life. By ‘constitutions’ is meant the observation that political institutions should have a relatively clearly thought out appreciation of their role in this world of life as live with-others, before-others. Hence the generality of these collective statements. By ‘commissions’ is meant the clear thinking through of the particular type of functions that apply or should apply to the performance of a certain discipline be it political or non-political in orientation. ‘Compacts’ alert us to the fact that in our living with others we should also take a pro-relational, non-contractual stance in order to be with others in an authentic manner; participating in such engagement for the betterment of that relationship in question – be it with ourselves or with others, with an organization, community, society, nation, problematic aspects in inter-national affairs, etc. But, we also live in this world and are duly bound therein, rightly or wrongly, through ‘contracts’ of miscellaneous formats and contracts whose forms are either disciplinary and/or inter-disciplinary in nature. Lastly, on a more humble plane we have ‘core-concepts’ to be properly, appropriately and appositely enacted. …examining… priorities and an evaluation of the same in order to then re-determine the passable reconfiguration of the requisite aspirational economy. I.47

Transcendental reservation (in the enaction of intervention): Quote: wherein we find ourselves acting on the behalf of that relationship in question; i.e., being entrusted to invest in the preservation and/or conservation of that primary or relatively primary relationship at the center of our current intentional engagement. I.58

Preservation and conservation: Quote: ‘Preservation’ concerns the short term or long term preservation of identity and value already in a relationship in and through its material embodiment. In contrast, conservation concerns the short term or long term amplification of identity and value therein through either positive, incrementally arrived at non-chaotic augmentation and/or positive, incrementally initiated chaotic enhancement. Preservation being a non-negative form of conservation. By ‘positive’ is meant the beneficial amplification in both identity and value formation. I.59

The asymmetrical exchange of obligations: disseminative transactions imply and incur differences between enacted enactions and obligations along with the conversion of one to the other. I.72, III.17, etc.

Enbracement: Quote: I believe my concept of embracement could be of assistance here. In the pro-relational stance there is a need for a dynamic balance between our embodiment/s, embeddedness/es and embankment/s; i.e., a balance between how we are as an embodied person immersed in a sea of inter-subjective relationships and as nexus of relationships grounded in this world as that context in which we find ourselves situated in all its interconnectedness environmentally considered. In essence, our existentially oriented, pro-relational standing in this world needs to take these aspects on board, namely, all (relevant) objective, subjective-inter-subjective, and contextual considered aspects in a fully embrace perspective of receptive-openness and enactive re-directedness. As complex such reflections and appreciations might at first appear we have the intuitive ability to cut to the chase, so to speak, and divine the most salient points in contention and through their simulation within the ongoing, overall transcendental suspension finds pathways of resolution that produce for-us a harmonized mode of transformational re-situatedness in harmony with this world as viewed from this existentially oriented, pro-relational stance. I.77

Overall existential economy: the intersection of all intentional economies, from the intentional to the critical-existential economy. All economies being viewed as tri-modally constituted about the overall suspension. I.89

Proliferation: tendency to overdo a good thing. I.92

Mature democracy: there advent…quote: …to a progressive internal (re-)enfranchisement and external (re-)empowerment of minor life-worlds it follows that no minority, under normal democratic circumstances, need fear the so-called hegemony (or dictatorship) of the democratically over-represented majority. Because of the dynamics of a mature democracy, and its dependence on getting elected or re-elected, minor life-world are being ‘progressively’ courted... I.93

Differentiating the real political center from the objective political center: The actual center of that body politic and where it should be centered in existential, non-extreme terms of reference. The first is captured pragmatically and the second is moved to de-ontologically. II.3, 29, etc.

Existentialization: taking a pro-relational stance, through the existentialization of the relatively non-existential. II.15, etc. II.22, etc. V.26, etc., V.88, etc.

Good governance: a well-conducted political process be that in government, local government, business, in the conduct of our own lives, etc. Quote: Good political governance is the relatively successful arbitration of political imperatives within the limitations of the political economy (which includes its political capital). II.46, etc., VIII, etc. VIII.), etc. . 

Quote: Let me examine this concept of good governance under the following twelve headings, namely, an existentially oriented appreciation of context; insightful-oversight; reasonable adoption and adaptation of customary political norms; accountability; transparency; visibility (in all its senses); as an existential process enacted within a critical, existential frame of reference; equitableness; promotion of a pro-democratic preservation and conservation; through the realization of a suitable arbitration of political imperatives as they are found to present themselves (in a representational economy, etc.), with an amplification of political capital; all executed in a state of transcendental reservation (on the behalf of the political relationships in question and not for the aggrandisement or enrichment of the politician in question, or the mere preservation of their power and the continuing governance of that specific party, etc.
), etc. VIII.77, VIII.79
Accountability and Transparency, etc: Quote: In making this political journey, enacted in an existential manner, we need to note theory, practice and critique; the art and science of political thematization; the role of transparency, accountability and visibility (as about to be defined); and a number of other observations dealing with the complexity of class, passability, consequential analysis, existential enaction, transcendental reservation, unintended consequences, the role of negotiations through harmonic resolution, etc. I.40, etc. I.61
Visibility: Quote: The politician has to be seen, and, to be able to see, and, able to show what they see, and, therein, demonstrate the possibility of this vision they would wish to be seen through its virtual simulation (through small incremental points of disseminated discourse), and, see out a process that actualized this vision non-virtually through a skillful process of political realization. I.51

Correlations/political intentions, alignments/political blocs, and, transformations/political enactions: III, etc.

Aspirational economy: the intentional economy that is motivated by aspiration; balancing realism, idealism and pragmatism. IV.0, etc., IV.16, etc. V.35, etc.


Broken up into the following stages (moments):

1.i.
Realistic realism

2.i.
Idealistic possibility

2.ii.
High probability/low improbability

2.iii.
Desirability (from various relevant standpoints)

3.i.
Pragmatically doable

3.ii.
Pragmatic consensus

3.ii.
Pragmatically initiated

4.i.
Overseen and integrated by leadership…. VII.36

Political rectification: Quote: is realized through an existential supervision of pre-conditions, conditions and post-conditions. A process that can be assisted through the inspection of political correlations, i.e., a determination of political intentions; political alignments, i.e., a determination of political blocs; and, political transformations, i.e., a determination of political enaction. III.144

Virtual political world/s: mirrored on Internet, social media, etc., with a potential political life of their own (usually acting as a commentary on the non-virtual). Part IV, etc.

Representationalism: better, more equitable representation for all socio-economic classes, etc. IV.0, etc.

Contemporary era: Quote: is a Post-Postmodernism with an existential re-emphasis being place on ‘the spontaneity of the living present’ (hence the title of Contemporary with a capital ‘C’). IV.38, V.86, etc.

Multi-culturalism versus poly-political pluralism: a critique of the former where identity is identified through an integrated amalgamation of cultural appropriation. IV.38 footnote, V.108, VII.113, etc.

Nusphere: (playing on the similar sound between the words new, nous and news). The integrated political semblance of a virtual world taking on an active political life of it own and extending its reach to the non-virtual political world. IV.60

Overall transcendental suspension: an ongoing balance between the tri-modal polarities of an economy, etc. V.37, etc.

Political imperatives: political demands that need to be met, to some extent, but whose execution can be constrained by budgets, etc. I defined eight to begin with, added a ninth and, then, in the Postcript added three more to make twelve types in total. Refer to Part VI; VI.27,

The twelve types of imperatives are (What Profit Profit? Module IV.16):

i.
Central Imperatives of Need or Demand (defined as Imperatives of Social Improvement and/or Individual [Opportunity of] Betterment)

ii.
Imperatives of Finance or Budget

iii.
Imperatives of Exigency or Emergency

iv.
Imperatives of Security or Defense

v.
Imperatives of Arbitration or Governance

vi.
Imperatives of Regularization or Rectification

vii.
Imperatives of Insulation or Separation

viii.
Imperatives of Authority or Leadership
 IV. 26


To this list I added one more in the eighth political essay:


ix.
Imperatives of Presupposition or Consequence. VIII.27

Then, in the Postscript to my set of eight political essays text I noted three more. 

x. Balance between the Contractual and Compactual Spheres of Influence and Operation (or Balanced Political Accord)

xi. The Eleventh (Meta-)Political Imperative of Ecological Balance and Arbitrated Intervention (or Ecological Political Arbitration).

xii.
The Twelfth (Trans-)Political Imperative of Engagement and Fulfilment (or Engaged Political Fulfilment). Postscript 1-3
Note re political imperatives: as per the eleventh (meta-)imperatives there is an ecology of imperatives given the constraints of budgets, etc., i.e., a need for a balance between the same. This idea is discussed in What Profit Profit? Module III.61.


The above are particular types of political imperatives. Because the enaction of an imperative co-opts an aspirational economy we are also supplied with one general imperative, three general sub-imperatives and one general meta-imperative, i.e.:
I.
The General Aspirational Imperative; enacted under the three sub-headings:

II.
Realistic Imperative of Ascertainment (with links to Regularization, etc.)

III.
Pragmatic Imperative of Performance (with links to our Central Imperative of Demand, etc.)

IV.
Idealistic Imperative of Envisualization (with links to Authority, etc.)

V.
Meta-Imperative of Aspirational Arbitration (of the above) (with links to Arbitration, etc.) VI.27

Arbitration of political imperatives: the resolution of more than one political imperative in the overall political economy in question within the constraints of budgets, time, etc. VI, etc.

Insightfulness and oversightfulness: the paralleling of passive observation and active observance in the critical exercise of judgmental enaction. VI.62

The overall political economy: as a relatively circumscribed field wherein the formation of political valuation is realized through political enaction in a political context with political implications and consequences given the relatively successful resolution, or otherwise, of political imperatives within the limitations of that political economy. VII.0, etc.

Political capital: goodwill extended to a politician; but which is usually expended without being preserved and conserved. VII.122, VIII, etc.

Contemporary
 political manifesto along the following lines:

(That) Good Governance

= good insightful-oversight/oversightful-insight,

= suitable accountability, transparency and visibility,

= good social improvement and opportunity for individual betterment,

= the relatively successful resolution and arbitration of relevant political 

imperatives

= the preservation and conservation of (overall) political capital,

… all assisted in a political economy that suitably observes all nine types of 

political imperative!
  VIII.110

� 	As noted in introduction, these essays were written in the chronological order as indicated by Part number and paragraph number, ending with the Introduction and Postscript written after the writing of this set of essays.


� 	Refer to I.37.


� 	This list of twelve factors is open, provisional and not exclusively set in stone.


� 	‘And/or’ is operative here. E.g., a government could directly or indirectly build or permit the building of a university. A university placement, as an opportunity for individual betterment, if it were to be taken up, is dependent upon the infra-structure of that university built and in place.


� 	These double headings, or doublets, help to redefine the representational space in which these imperatives make their entrances and exits.


� 	In this Post-Postmodern era (as discussed elsewhere).


� 	Taking into account here the earlier manifesto noted in VI.4, etc. We could title that manifesto as Political Manifesto (Mark I). Our Contemporary Political Manifesto- could also be titled Political Manifesto (Mark II).


� 	In the Postcript added to the Introduction of this set of essays three more political imperatives were added.





